COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA

There has been a flood of calls for a judicial inquiry
into conditions in Australia’s system of immigration
detention centres since the ABC’s Four Corners program
dealing with the Woomera centre went to air a fortnight
ago. Hardly a day goes by without some new scandal to
do with official treatment of asylum seekers coming to
light. For humanity to be served an inquiry must also
recommend ways to bring to justice those responsible for
the systematic mistreatment of detainees. It must come
up with alternatives to the current regime of mandatory
detention as a matter of urgency.

by Bob Briton

Last week, former Federal
Court Justice Marcus Einfeld added
his voice to calls for a full judicial
inquiry into the management of the
centres. He is patron of Children
Out of Detention (ChilOut) that
produced its own Heart of the
Nation’s Existence Report into
long-term detention of child asylum
seekers. It confirmed 53 allegations
of abuse within Australasian
Correctional Management (ACM)
facilities.

The National Assembly of
the Uniting Church, the Refugee
Council of Australia and Professor
Reynolds of the United Nations
Association of Australia have all
made similar calls. Shadow immi-
gration spokesperson, Julia Gillard
and MHR for Denison, Duncan
Kerr have added their weight to
the demands.

Victoria’s Corrections Minister
Andre Haermeyer has ordered an
inquiry into the management of
the privately run Fulham prison
in the wake of accusations against
ACM and its management of
federal detention centres, including
Woomera. “Probity Auditors” will
report on ACM’s performance at
the Fulham prison near Sale.

The Commonwealth Ombuds-
man has already begun its own
inquiry into conditions at immigra-
tion detention centres.

Many Reports

However, it was up to
Democrats’ Leader, Senator Andrew
Bartlett, to point out a weakness in
this rather unfocussed demand for
a judicial inquiry. He has compiled
a list of no fewer than 25 reports
and investigations into the detention
centres in the last few years. They
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have come from Parliament, the
Human Rights Commission, medi-
cal specialists, the United Nations
and other independent sources.

“Every single one of these re-
ports highlights the trauma, despair
and human rights abuses that occur
in detention centres. Every report
adds to the case for stopping the
policy of mandatory detention of
all asylum seekers”. But the brutal
policy remains.

Senator Bartlett also demanded
that Immigration Minister Philip
Ruddock resign or be sacked over
the ongoing scandal.

Australian Greens Senator Bob
Brown has referred the allegations
of the doctoring of documents about
staff and service delivery levels
contained in the Four Corners
program to the Australian Federal
Police AFP) for investigation.
Melbourne Special Counsel, Mr
Brian Walters advised the Senator
that “on the evidence presently
available, serious offences against
Commonwealth criminal law prob-
ably have been committed”.

If proved, the offences carry
potential sentences of five years
jail. Senator Brown also referred
the matters to the Commonwealth
Auditor-General.

Marion Le, head of the
Independent Committee for
Refugee Advocacy, raises an
important point with her group’s
long-standing demand that control
of the detention centres should
be put back in the hands of the
government’s own Australian
Protective Services. She believes
that little will change when ACM
relinquishes control of the detention
centres in the near future.

Ms Le has little faith that Group
4, named by the Commonwealth
last December as the favoured
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tenderer to take over the control
of the five detention centres, will
improve the bleak regime behind
the razor wire.

The government’s decision to
exercise an option to break the ten-
year contract with ACM after only
six years is probably an attempt to
defuse mounting criticism of the
controversial company.

We can expect more of the
same. Group 4 and ACM are
both subsidiaries of Wackenhut
Corrections Corporation (WCC),
the US’s second biggest corporate
jailer. Like other Wackenhut
enterprises the world over, it is no
stranger to controversy.

Last week, ABC Radio reported
that in 2000 the Victorian Coroner
found that Group 4 and the State
Government had contributed to
the death of five people at the Port
Phillip Prison.

Murky Record

For the record, Wackenhut
Corporation is named after its
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founder George R Wackenhut, who
was described by Britain’s Observer
Life Magazine as a “more than
usually right wing businessman”.
He now lives in a mock castle in
Florida and has a yacht called Top
Secret.

Before opening shop as a pri-
vate investigator and then starting
up a private security firm, he was
an FBI agent. He found work for
many other former FBI staffers in
his new outfit.

Former Deputy Director of the
CIA, Frank Carlucci and former
Head of Defence Intelligence,
General Carol have also found
places on the Corporation’s board.

Wackenhut soon found itself
in charge of security at top-secret
nuclear facilities like the Nevada
Test Site and the Savanna Ridge
Site where weapons grade pluto-
nium is produced. It guards other
testing and nuclear waste dump
facilities for the US Department of
Energy. Since 1957 it has provided
security at around 20 US embassies
and diplomatic missions.
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DETENTION CENTRES

Time for accountablllty, hu_mamty and change

George Wackenhut also took it
upon himself to keep files on three
million Americans he thought to
be crypto-communists. By the
late 1960s this was the largest
collection of private surveillance
data in the US. Civic-minded
George reportedly handed the
information over to his former
employer, the FBI.

This is the background of
the companies that the Federal
Government has chosen to oversee
its detention of refugees.

Phillip Ruddock appears to be-
lieve that the latest revelations about
life in his network of concentration
camps can be deflected with some
departmental inquiries into secret
contractual matters between ACM
and the Commonwealth.

However, the breadth of
opposition to the policy of manda-
tory detention and the growing
awareness of its grim realities mean
that, sooner or later, the demands
of this movement for the humane
treatment of asylum seekers will
have to be met. &
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Leaders chop and change
What about policy?

Extreme right-wing sections of the Labor Party have not
given up their ambition to replace Simon Crean with the two-
times loser, Kim Beazley as leader of the Labor Party.

The results of polling commissioned by the extreme right-
wing leadership of the NSW Branch of the ALP and published
earlier this week are being used to frighten Labor MHRs in
marginal seats that they will lose if Simon Crean remains
leader. While Simon Crean has consistently failed to excite sup-
port, his replacement by Kim Beazley would signal the return of
the most pro-US and reactionary elements to the top positions
in the ALP.

Kim Beazley again indicated his pro-US position last week
when he urged the US not to withdraw its forces from its bases
in the Asian region. Beazley is not the Shadow Minister for
Foreign Affairs for the Labor Party but this did not prevent
him from signalling his pro-US position.

Beazley would do even less to take up the major economic
and social issues that affect the Australian people. He would
also abandon any differentiation between the Liberal Party and
the Labor Party on foreign affairs issues. Beazley is prepared to
play the same deputy sheriff role to the US Government, as does
Howard. It should not be forgotten that Kim Beazley as Labor
Party leader went along with the Howard Government’s racist
and lying policies towards refugees. It was his failure to dif-
ferentiate the Labor Party from the Liberal Party on this issue
that helped to lose the 2001 election for the Labor Party.

However, any number of leadership changes, whether Bob
Carr, Peter Beattie, Wayne Swan or Kevin Rudd (another
extreme right-winger), cannot solve the real problems that face
the Labor Party.

More than one hundred years of history, in which a number
of Labor Party governments have held office, show conclusively
that the Labor Party is merely an alternative capitalist Party.
It limits its policies to some relatively small reforms within the
capitalist system. It never challenges the power of the corpora-
tions whose interests determine the economic and social policies
implemented by governments whether Liberal or Labor.

Rather than maintain and fight for working class principles
the Labor Party’s leaders, almost without exception, have
adopted a “pragmatic” philosophy that justifies their endless
compromises with the class rule of the big business end of town.
This has resulted in the main policies of the Labor Party and
the Liberal Party becoming virtually identical. This is becom-
ing more and more obvious as the economic and social crisis of
capitalism intensifies. Their mission is to save capitalism.

It is this reality that led the Communist Party to call for the
adoption of policies that are based on the social and economic
needs of the working people and for a new type of government
— a people’s government — determined to implement such
policies.

The CPA has recently published a booklet entitled, 4 pro-
posal for a People'’s Government and a new direction in Canberra.
The booklet says: “Many see the need for vast improvements
in our public education, health and transport. Many are aware
that there is a dire need for the creation of real jobs for people
who are struggling on inadequate and often difficult to obtain
social security benefits.

“The People’s Government concept puts the people before
the interests of the big corporations. We argue that this crucial
measure will open the way to winning a better way of life for the
vast majority of the people in Australia.”

Many might ask: It this possible or is it a pipe dream? The
booklet says, “A broad democratic movement which unites
all left and progressive parties, trade unions, community or-
ganisations and progressive individuals is needed to build the
momentum for a new type of government”.

We saw this type of movement in action against the war in
Iraq when huge demonstrations took to the streets. Why not
have similar movements to support Medicare, public education,
jobs, environmental protection and for a new type of govern-
ment that supports such policies? That is the way forward!

A proposal for a People’s Government, $2.50 including
postage from 65 Campbell Street, Surry Hills. NSW 2010.

AUSTRALIA

Resistance grows to
Nelson’s Uni plans

There has been a groundswell of opposition to the Federal
Government’s proposed changes to university funding contained
in last month’s Budget. The Greens, Democrats, the ALP and key
independents in the Senate have vowed to reject the proposed
“reform” package or major components of it. This Parliamentary
front added to the resistance already being mounted by the unions

of university staff and students.

by Bob Briton

Federal Education Minister
Brendan Nelson warned that he
would not accept efforts by the
Senate to “cherry pick” his anti-
union, deregulating push and that
he would go as far as bringing on a
double-dissolution election to keep
his package intact. The Minister
needn’t feign surprise at the extent
of opposition to his plans — the
closer you look, the worse it gets.

From the outset, the whole
assault on accessible univer-
sity education is based on
self-serving figures. As shadow
education spokesperson Jenny
Macklin points out, 25,000 of the
31,433 “new” places promised
in the Budget already exist as
partially funded “over-enrolled”
students taken on by the various
universities.

This means that by 2010 there
will only be a net increase of 6550
places over the present number.
Ms Macklin also revealed that the
partial funding given to universities
is just $2700 per student per year
while the average cost is $11,000.

Dr Nelson makes much of the
claim that spoilt, ungrateful publicly
assisted students are expected to
pay only 25 per cent of the cost of
their university education. However,
analysis of the Commonwealth’s
own figures by the National Tertiary
Education Industry Union (NTEU)
shows that the actual average contri-
bution is currently 40 per cent.

The fee increases announced
in the package would push this up
to 56 per cent. Law students will
actually be paying 105 percent of
the cost of their so-called publicly
funded training!

“NTEU understands that it is
easier for the Minister to sell an
increase in student fees based on a
25 per cent contribution rate rather
than the real 40 per cent contribu-
tion rate.

In this case however, we really
should let the facts get in the way
of what is a very bad story for
Australian students and their fami-
lies”, said Andrew Nette, the union’s
Policy and Research Co-ordinator.

It appears that the Federal
Education Minister is the ungrateful
party in all this. After all, Australia’s

university students have already
pledged to repay $9 billion to the
Government through the Higher
Education Contribution Scheme
(HECS).

The Government’s new insis-
tence that students will be given no
more than five years to complete
their degree has some less obvious,
but no less disturbing consequences.
Of course, it militates against under-
takings to the concept of life-long
education.

It will inevitably force some
publicly assisted students into either
ending their studies or into the full
fee-paying noose.

Student whose studies are
disrupted by illness, family respon-
sibilities or economic factors,
will be further disadvantaged and
penalised.

Money to monitor
students

A less well-known consequence
is a requirement for universities to
spend up big on the computer sys-
tems required to track the students
that might exceed the five year limit
to their studies.

The Australian Vice-Chancellors
Committee has warned that uni-
versities will be reluctant to give
the government direct access to
personal information on students.
The whole notion of a national stu-
dent ID card linked in this manner
smacks of the outrageous Australia
Card bid in the 1980s.

It also smacks of a move
towards a voucher system for
education.

For all his posturing, Dr Nelson
is clearly defensive about aspects of
the Budget package. He says he is
willing to revisit the $50,000 limit
on the FEE HELP loan scheme to
be set up by the Commonwealth to
assist (already wealthy) students to
pay for full fee-paying places.

The Minister claims that he
imposed the original cap so that uni-
versities would resist the temptation
to ramp up fees unjustifiably.

Dr Nelson now accepts another
market reality — the one that would
exclude poorer students from the
same access to full fee-paying

places that their wealthy counter-
parts would enjoy.

At the moment, the financial
institutions that offer student loans
will only make $20,000 available
for that purpose. They also expect
to be repaid to the tune of 11 per
cent per annum. Even added to a
government loan, that still leaves
the student well short of the amount
needed for a full fee paying degree
— already costing up to $144,000.

If there are no rich parents on
the scene, these kids will need to
make other plans. It remains to be
seen how the Minister will approach
this problem.

The Government has also been
unable to prevent a major piece of
defiance to the industrial relations
component of the Budget package.

According to Dr Nelson’s
Budget papers, one idea, in to
breach ILO conventions is to “...
amplify the power of the Australian
Industrial Relations Commission
(AIRC) to end protected industrial
action, by requiring the AIRC to
take particular account of the wel-
fare of particular classes of people,
that is, people who are clients of
health, community services or edu-
cation systems, including students.”

The Minister fails to mention
that, as a matter of policy, NTEU
members make arrangements to
exempt students from the effects of
industrial action where this would
cause hardship.

The Budget also demands that
higher numbers of university staff
must be pushed into individual
contracts, known as Australian
Workplace Agreements (AWAS).
The clear intention is to ensure
worse employment outcomes than
would be achieved under enterprise
bargaining arrangements where staff
are represented by their unions.

Last week, staff at the University
of New South Wales (UNSW)
struck an important blow against the
second of these measures.

The NTEU and the UNSW
signed off on an agreement that sig-
nificantly advances the interests of
staff well into the “new era” envis-
aged by Dr Nelson after 2005.

Among other achievements,
workers will receive average pay
rises of 18 per cent over three years,
important undertakings on job secu-
rity, a casual salary loading of 23 per
cent, 14 weeks paid and 38 weeks
unpaid maternity leave alongside
other parental leave entitlements
and a recognition of unions as legiti-
mate representatives of staff. There
will be six days trade union training
leave per year. &

PRESS FUND

US Secretary of State Donald Rumsfeld has grudgingly admitted that the
Iraqi Government might have destroyed its “weapons of mass destruction”
before US troops invaded the country. British MP Robin Cook immediately
suggested this occurred long ago and that US pre-invasion allegations that
the weapons existed were a total fiction. Guardian readers could have told
him so weeks ago! In order to keep you informed we need to boost contribu-
tions to the Press Fund, so if you can, why not send us something for the next
issue. Our thanks go to this week’s contributors, as follows:

In memory of Johnno, the violin man, $10.
In memory of Ashod Koopelian, $25.80.

Elke and Mike Ainsworth $25, S Allen $30, George Liaros $50, “Round
Figure” $9.20.

This week’s total $150. Progressive total $5380

Sydney

ASSASSINS

Music and Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim
Book by John Weidman Director: Pete Nettell

June 6 —July 5

Fridays & Saturdays at 8pm, Sundays at 5:30 pm
new theatre, 542 King Street, Newtown
Tickets: $22 / $17 BOOKINGS: 9519 3403

A one-act musical exploring the dark side of the American dream — those men and women who have
attempted (some successfully) to assassinate the President of the United States. Stephen Sondheim has
created for Assassins a melodic score, a pastiche of American music from folk to ragtime to 1970s soft rock.

Assassins premiered off-Broadway in 1990 but had its Broadway season cancelled due to
the first Gulf War. Ironically the Broadway revival scheduled for November 2001 was cancelled
due to the tragedy of “nine-eleven”. In both instances theatre management thought it
inappropriate to present a show that made such “demands” on its audiences.

Musical Director: Steven Stanke
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AUSTRALIA

(Government axes migrant service

Hundreds of people gathered at the Maribyrnong City Council
in Victoria last week to protest against the Federal Government’s
shock closure of the Inner Western Region Migrant Resource Centre
(IWRMRC). Thousands of local residents are now deprived of
essential services and 20 former workers are without jobs as a
result of the closure. The centre was given 48 hours to wind up

its services.

The Centre’s Committee of
Management reported that it had
been refused a bank loan to cover
a $170,000 shortfall which would
have allowed it to keep operating
until the end of June. This was
refused because the Department
of Immigration, Multicultural and
Indigenous Affairs (DIMIA) would
not guarantee ongoing funding for
the financial year 2003/04.

Hundreds of angry residents and
former employees of the IWRMRC
condemned the Government’s deci-
sion to close the centre.

Minister for Citizenship
and Multicultural Affairs Gary
Hardgraves, has ruled out funding
the centre in the future, despite his
visiting the IWRMRC earlier this
year and being full of praise for its
“impeccable” standard of service.

Victorian Trades Hall Council
Secretary Leigh Hubbard told the
meeting that the IWRMRC had
provided a wonderful number of ser-
vices to migrant workers throughout
its 22-year history.

Mr Hubbard said the closure of
the centre confirmed trade union
and community concerns about the
ideological agenda of the Howard
Government.

“We are witnessing similar
attacks on a whole range of commu-
nity groups. The last Budget saw the
removal of funds from Indigenous
peak body ATSIC and cuts to voca-
tional education programs. This
government is very much about
removing services from the commu-
nity and putting them in the hands
of private enterprise.

“I urge you not to give up the
struggle to maintain this vital ser-
vice in the western region. The trade

union movement will be there with
you all the way”, Mr Hubbard said.

Ethnic Communities Council
of Victoria President Marianne Lau
told the meeting she was gravely
concerned for the organisation’s
clients who would miss out on cru-
cial assistance unless the Federal
Government reversed its decision to
withdraw funding.

“The IWRMRC has been work-
ing for 22 years. It was one of the
first Migrant Resource Centre’s
in Victoria. Over the years it has
provided services to approximately
100,000 migrants from every con-
ceivable background and ethnicity.”

Ms Lau condemned the DIMIA
for abandoning thousands of newly
arrived migrants in the western
region.

“We know it is often newly
arrived migrants who become
political scapegoats, used by gov-
ernments to promote division and
fear in the community. These people
are often the most vulnerable and
disadvantaged in our society.

“DIMIA should not deprive
thousands of migrants access to
services that are essential for their
survival in a new country. DIMIA
have representatives on every
migrant resource centre board.

“These representatives are sup-
posed to prevent problems, such as
those now facing this service, from
happening.”

Victorian Council of Social
Services CEO Cath Smith told the
meeting that it was very difficult for
community groups to manage finan-
cially with inadequate and insecure
government funding arrangements.

“Having to wait for what is from
the outset an inadequate amount

Ll

of money to deliver these essential
services, community groups often
find it difficult to ensure responsible
management of budgets.”

Ms Smith said that given the
Federal Government’s record on
corporate bailouts it was not unrea-
sonable to demand that they provide
relatively minimal assistance to the
IWRMRC so that it could continue
to operate.

“We are not talking about a
corporate collapse with some huge
CEO payout. We are talking about
a service that is experiencing some
financial difficulty because they
have been doing too much of a good
thing in the community.

“The Commonwealth Govern-
ment has a responsibility to provide
services but the general trend today
is to shift the risks associated with
those responsibilities onto com-
munity organisations without the

Budget 2003-04
War of attrition against the poor

John Howard’s war against the working poor, unemployed and
disabled has been well documented in 7he Guardian since his first
Budget in 1996. Budget 2003 contains no major strikes, simply
another year of Mr Howard’s “death by a thousand cuts” welfare

system.

For millions of Australians —
among them 620,000 unemployed,
480,000 disabled, and 850,000 chil-
dren living in jobless households
— even a $4-a-week tax cut would
be of no benefit if they had qualified
for one.

What the Government offers
instead is flash-in-the-pan financing
of programs to “target” and “allevi-
ate” some urgent but pathetically
small areas of concern.

The $6.5 million a year for
disabled childcare places, $5.5 mil-
lion for respite for their carers, $6.3
million for disability employment
assistance are token gestures.

But alongside this small change
spending come the large-scale cuts.
The seven-digit handouts become
eight-digit clawbacks.

“Compliance” measures, the
Government’s favourite big stick,
feature prominently: compliance
reviews, including from 2004 “age
pension asset valuation reviews”,
will save the Government $60 mil-
lion; “service update” reviews on

the disabled are expected to save
$23 million.

A new measure — small but
poignant — is the change being
made to the Pensioner Education
Supplement.

Until now, Pensioners
— Disability, Aged, Single Parents,
etc — have been paid a study allow-
ance of $30 per week during each
year of study. This recognises the
fact that extra costs are incurred and
that maintaining a part-time job is
more difficult for people in these
situations.

From January 1, 2004 this
allowance will no longer be paid
during the summer vacation period,
meaning an annual loss of approxi-
mately $360 for each pensioner, and
a saving of $10 million per year for
the Government.

The Government says “this
change will make the supplement
fairer and more equitable”.

While one could jump quickly
in and call the cut “petty and miser-
ly”, it must be looked at in terms

of Howard’s grand scheme of neo-
liberal economics and our capitalist
society.

Alongside the changes to the
Higher Education funding, the
cut to the Pensioner education
allowance is recognised as part of
Howard’s scheme to deliberately
exclude all but a selected few of the
working class from the education
system.

The 2003 Budget offers no job
creation schemes. Mr Howard has
signalled his satisfaction with an
unemployment rate of six to seven
per cent.

At the same time he has pledged
to escalate his campaign to harass,
default, fine and withdraw unem-
ployment benefits from as many as
possible.

Capitalism requires an under-
class — a mass of unemployed and
poverty-stricken people fighting
over low-end manual and service
jobs allowing employers to slash
wages and conditions in the guise of
“creating employment”.

Alongside Employment Min-
ister Abbott’s new Workplace
Relations legislation, this will lead
to an industrial system where jobs
are given and wages paid to the
lowest, most desperate bidder. &

necessary resources”, Ms Smith
said.

Sacked former worker and
Australian Services Union member,
Victoria Clayton, said she was sad
and disappointed to lose her job and
was extremely concerned for the
welfare of the service users.

“We feel let down and our cli-
ents feel let down. The impact of
this closure will have a devastat-
ing effect. We lost our jobs but the
people we work for have lost so
much more including their homes,
in some cases their families, and
sometimes even hope.

“We demand the centre be
reopened and staff and services be
reinstated”, Ms Clayton said.

ASU industrial officer Nova
Caddy said the union would support
a community campaign to reopen
the centre and fight for workers’
entitlements including their last fort-
night’s pay. Administrators claimed
workers would have to wait in line
with other creditors before any deci-
sion is made on their entitlements.

Several local residents and ser-
vices users addressed the meeting,
demanding the centre be immedi-
ately re-opened.

The IWRMRC has been the
leading advocacy and welfare ser-

vice delivery agency for migrants
and refugees in the western region
since 1981. In 1993 a branch
office was established in Werribee
and in 1997 relocated to Hoppers
Crossing.

Amongst its hundreds of
achievements, the IWRMRC service
during its 22 years has:

* Provided services, advocacy,
policy development, settlement sup-
port and referral,

* Provided a base support for
over 135 community groups in the
area;

* Provided in-service delivery
and planning in aged care, disability,
youth, cross cultural training, drug
education, employment and commu-
nity involvement and engagement;

* Initiated reports on the issues
and needs of the migrant communi-
ties in the western suburbs;

* Been recognised and acknowl-
edged through community awards;

* Contributed to the inclusion
of migrants in the management of
environmental issues;

* The IWRMRC has been cru-
cial in assisting government bodies
with statistical information, con-
tributing to government journals
and providing resources to assist
government. &

Protest bridge

Last December the Yorta Yorta people experienced a bitter blow
to their aspirations for justice and the right to self-determination
when the High Court failed to uphold a native title appeal.

by Mati English

They were further shocked when
they learnt on the radio of the State
Labor Government’s “final” deci-
sion to build a new bridge across the
Murray River on Yorta Yorta tradi-
tional land at Echuca-Moama.

The High Court decision did
not dent the ongoing battle for their
lands and waters and the recogni-
tion and respect for the cultural and
spiritual values.

The Yorta Yorta people and
their supporters organised a protest
against the proposed new bridge,
part of a proposed Western or “W1”
route.

The Government rejected an
alternative route even though it
was more acceptable to the Yorta
Yorta people and would, accord-
ing to an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS), have had less

affect on the environment.

The protest took the form of
“bridge construction” at Victorian
State Parliament which started last
week.

Australians for Native Title and
Reconciliation (Vic) spokesperson
Dr Chris Atmore said supporters
of the Yorta Yorta were building
their bridge to try to get members
of Parliament to appreciate “how
it might feel to have someone sud-
denly decide to do something at
your place without bothering to
really ask you”.

“But we are also giving the
Government a model of how to do
things better in the future, because
we’ve been consulting with the
Wurundjeri people, the traditional
owners of the land Parliament is on,
about our bridge-building process”,
Dr Atmore added. &
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LABOUR STRUGGLES

The mythical world of Morris McMahon

Twelve weeks into a strike in the Sydney suburb of Arncliffe
caused by management greed and intransigence, metal container
manufacturer Morris McMahon has engaged the services of the
firm Professional Public Relations to produce a PR document that
twists every fact about the dispute into a myth of “Lord of the

Rings” proportions.
by Tom Pearson

The document, “Exposing
the myths around the Morris
McMahon case”, is a fairy tale wish
list of company grievances that
denigrates the union, the Australian
Manufacturing Workers’ Union, and
insults the intelligence and integ-
rity of the low-paid workers who
refuse to have their rights trampled
on by the company owner, Judith
Beswick.

Morris McMahon has refused
to negotiate a workplace agree-
ment with its employees, and
instead wants to impose individual
contracts, Australian Workplace
Agreements (AWAs) on them. To
try to achieve this they have offered
the workers certain “incentives”,
including a bribe of a one-off pay-
ment of $1000. The dispute is being
used as a test case for the Howard
Government’s draconian anti-
union industrial relations laws. The
company is suing the union for a
non-mythical $700,000.

The union has addressed each
of the 12 “myths” outlined in the
document.

“Myths 1 and 2”: the company
refutes the union’s accusation that it
won’t negotiate and that it is trying
to make the workers sign AWAs.

The union has gone on record
on numerous occasions that it
will meet management any time,
any place, but the company point
blank refuses. The union’s national
and state offices have written and

phoned the company offering to
meet and work out the issues. The
company’s response has been in
the form of an ultimatum — either
the workers accept AWASs or they
will continue to be paid the barest
minimum rate.

“Myth 3”: the company claims
that most of the workers are not on
strike, saying that Morris McMahon
employs 129 workers and that fewer
than 40 are on strike.

When the strike began everyone
on the workshop floor voted on
what they wanted to do. Most voted
for strike action.

Since then a number of the
workers, whose wages are so low
that they did not have economic
means to continue, have gone back,
starved into submission by the
company’s ruthless determination
to break the will of its workforce.
Those who remain on the picket
know and are sympathetic to their
plight.

“Myth 4”: The company claims
the union is dishonestly portray-
ing the strikers as mostly migrant
women.

The reality is that the major-
ity of women who work there
are migrants; in fact the major-
ity of Morris McMahon workers are
migrants, many with low levels of
English language skills.

“Myth 5”: The company says it
is not true that the union approaches
negotiations in a non-violent
manner.

LABOUR NOTES

Porters at the Sydney Menzies Hotel had a win last week
after some Swiss tourists upbraided the hotel manage-
ment for not passing on the porterage fees to its hard
working porters. The porters handed out information leaf-
lets to hotel guests, telling them that while they pay the
compulsory porters’ fee the cash was not going to them.

The recent announcement of extra teachers by the Queensland
Beattie Government did not involve the extra teachers
promised before the last election. They were part of a deal
reached during the 2000 Enterprise Bargaining Campaign.
Teachers Union President Julie-Ann McCullough welcomed
the final instalment of the 2000 EB agreement but cautioned
that recycling three-year-old announcements was not the an-
swer to the current teacher and class size crisis. Queensland
teachers have also backed a no confidence motion in the Gov-
ernment’s handling of enterprising bargaining and class sizes.

The Australian Industrial Relations Commis-
sion has begun hearing the ACTUs Test Case for
redundancy  entitlements. ACTU Secretary  Greg

Combet said the case would end discrimination in redun-
dancy regulations that have not been comprehensively
updated for 20 years. “Many redundant workers are unfairly
disadvantaged by differing regulations between the states,
by different rules for permanent and casual employees and
by special treatment of smaller business”, Mr Combet said

The miners union (CFMEU) is pushing the NSW Government
to take measures to ensure the survival of mining in Broken
Hill. Last year a bankrupt Pasminco pulled out and Perilya
took over giving the city’s mines a new life line. However,
Perilya has been stung with a staggering $19.5million Work-
cover bill. The union is supporting the new owner’s appeal
against the massive workers’ compensation insurance bill.

People have blocked the
entrance to the factory, and there
has been some damage done to
cars as individuals have crossed the
picket line, actions born of frustra-
tion by some community supporters
of the picket.

The union is on record, and are
supported by the picketers, as being
committed to non-violent protest.
The company’s claim of death
threats has been met with a union
demand for it to produce the person
who has made the accusations.

“Myth 6”: the company says
the union has claimed Workplace
Relations Minister Tony Abbott sup-
ports the union campaign.

The union denies ever saying
Abbott supports the union, pointing
out that if he did the union itself
would have to conclude it had a
problem because the Minister and
his legislation are actually out to
destroy unions.

“Myth 7”: the company refutes
that the bus that enters the site
through the picket every morning is
full of contract labour.

The company has employed
workers on contract through a pro-
fessional strike-breaking company,
Frontline, to replace the workers on
strike. The union doesn’t know how
many of these workers there are (the
windows on the company-supplied
bus are blacked out) nor how much
they are being paid.

They do know the workers are
recruited in the high-unemployment
outer southern suburbs, desperate
for work and forced by the Federal
Government’s social security legis-
lation to take whatever job is offered
or lose their payments.

It is not these workers, who are
put in an impossible situation, that
the union sees as the fundamental
problem, but Morris McMahon and
Frontline, who are collaborating to
bust the strike and the union.

“Myth 8”: “Morris McMahon is
a large company using its expertise
to outwit and unfairly bargain with
workers.”

While Morris McMabhon is not
a “large” company, it is blatantly
using its expertise to unfairly treat
its workers.

“Myth 9”: “Morris McMahon
is unfairly suing the union for
$700,000.”

The company is suing the union
for $700,000.

“Myth 10”: The company denies
it has breached the workers’ award
conditions.

The company has been ordered
by the Australian Industrial
Commission to hand over its wages
books to an independent auditor
so the Commission can quantify
where the company has breached
the award.

“Myth 11”: The company says
it is not true that it pays its workers
$11 and $12 per hour.

Most of the workers who have
taken strike action are paid around
$11-$12 per hour. There are a few
workers, who are tradespeople,
being paid at a higher rate. The
majority of the remainder are pro-
duction workers paid the barest
minimum, which is significantly
below the industry standard.

“Myth 12”: “Morris McMahon
workers have been locked out by the
company.”

The union and the workers
have never said they were locked
out, even after the company had a
padlocked fence put up around the
factory. @

R

Morris McMahon workers read some real news on the picket

-

Sanitarium casts
democracy into

Hell’s Fire

Sanitarium has again thumbed its nose at workplace democracy.
Just hours after a Federal Court heard it sacked a union delegate
after employees voted for a union-negotiated contract, Sanitarium
is once again filing for a non-union agreement.

The delegate, John Draper,
is seeking reinstatement and his
union, the Australian Manufacturing
Workers Union (AMWU), wants
orders against Sanitarium for
breaching freedom of associa-
tion provisions of the Workplace
Relations Act.

Justice Gyles has reserved
judgement after hearing the case in
the Federal Court in Sydney.

AMWU  Food Division
Secretary, Michelle Burgess, said
“basic democratic rights” were at
issue at Sanitarium.

“It is a 100-year-old company
that has always been anti-union.
John Draper’s work there is an
organising success story and the
company doesn’t like it”, she said.

“In the space of 18 months more
than half the workforce elected to
join the union and voted down a
company-sponsored agreement.

“They have voted to be union
members and for the union to nego-

tiate their agreement. Sanitarium
won’t accept that they have those
rights.”

The Seventh Day Adventist-
controlled food company has used
extraordinary tactics to try and
dissuade people from joining the
AMWU.

Last year a manager distributed
leaflets in which a church founder
described unions as “satanic”.

“The trades unions will be
agencies that will bring upon this
earth a time of trouble such as
has not been seen since the world
began”, it read.

So strong is the company’s
anti-unionism that it has repeatedly
offered staff representation by any
person or agency that is not a union.

Three separate documents were
presented to the Federal Court in
which Sanitarium said staff could be
represented by any outside agency
that was not a trade union.

Workers Online @&

Adelaide
WEST PAPUA
An Issue whose time has come!
AWPA’s first AGM will be held on
Saturday 14* June at 4.30pm
65 Woodyville Rd, Woodville
(directly opposite the Charles Sturt Council)
Special Guest Speakers
A Melanesian Feast and cultural events will follow meeting at 6pm
Food baked in traditional Melanesian style will be provided
For catering purposes please RSVP by c.o.b. Friday 13/06/03
Ph: Andrew 8340 1847 or e-mail sasha&airnet.com.au
AWPA-Adelaide contacted: PO Box 219, Kilkenny 5009;
dave-arkins@bigpond.com.au; ph 8345 4480
Australian West Papuan Association
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AUSTRALIA

Media ownership changes
behind “bias” attack on ABC

In a shock announcement last week, Federal Communications
Minister, Richard Alston, threatened to cut ABC funding because
of the ABC News and Current Affairs section’s “biased and anti-
American” stance, as evident (he said) in AM radio program’s
coverage of the Iraqi war. His statements have serious implications
for the future of the ABC, and for the future of public broadcasting
in Australia. But there’s more to his outburst than meets the eye.

by Peter Mac

Alston offered 68 examples
of alleged bias. He demanded that
ABC management investigate the
issue, and that Max Uechtritz, direc-
tor of ABC news and current events,
supply a list of staff directives
before and during the war.

Referring to ABC management,
he declared that “They are account-
able to government in the same way
any other organisation is, but if they
choose to ignore it then it is a matter
for the parliament. If the parliament
thinks they have lost the plot they
could be defunded.”

Liberal Party accusations of bias
are not new. Prime Minister Howard
was incensed over the Lateline cov-
erage of the refugee issue, and the
incisive questioning of the govern-
ment’s policies on programs such as
the 7.30 Report and Four Corners
has often enraged the Liberals.

Mind you, the 7.30 Report
buckled after the war began, and
joined the commercial channels
with a cavalcade of military experts
intent on analysing how best to “get
the job done” for the White House.
The “criticisms” offered by the AM
program seem trivial, but even they
are obviously excessive for Alston,
who appears to prefer an absolutely
subservient national broadcaster.

Alston’s “bias” outburst revealed
not only his deep resentment of the
principle of ABC independence, but
also his barely-concealed hatred of
Uechtritz, and to some extent of
AM's compere, Linda Mottram.

The blunt-talking Uechtritz
incurred the enmity of the Howard
Government for his courageous
and outspoken opposition to the
extremely destructive policies of
former ABC Managing Director
Jonathan Shier, a favourite Liberal
appointee.

The Greens leader Bob Brown
said that any inquiry into the ABC
should be broadened to include the
commercial media’s reporting of
the news. He warned the Liberals
that if they want a national broad-
caster that is “pro-American rather
than Australian and unbiased” they
would have a fight on their hands.

The ALP’s Shadow Minister for
Communications, Lindsay Tanner,
called on ABC staff to stand firm
against the government’s tactics.
“The Howard government wants to
turn the ABC into a Liberal Party
propaganda arm. Journalists and
management at the ABC should
resist this brazen attempt to intimi-
date the ABC complying with the

Liberal Party’s political objectives”,
he said.

ABC management has agreed
to investigate the Minister’s
allegations. Behind his “bias” out-
burst is a strong desire to destroy
the ABC as a not-for-profit public
broadcaster. It is also a smokescreen
to cover his appalling performance
in the development of digital TV
services, which has now been
seriously set back by Alston’s min-
isterial blundering.

Digital agenda

The expansion of digital TV is
crucial to the Government’s plans
to establish a broadcasting regime in
which one or two huge corporations
could dominate the media.

The existing cross-media own-
ership laws prevent a broadcasting
corporation from owning a major
newspaper and TV station in the
same licence area, and proscribe
cross-ownership between TV and
radio. They also limit foreign
investors to a 15 percent holding
in free-to-air TV, 20 percent in pay
TV, and 25 percent in major news-
papers.

Changes that the Howard
Government want to make to these
laws would enable media barons,
particularly local magnates such as
Kerry Packer, to expand their media
empire.

The existing laws were passed
in 1997, and do not apply to new
types of media such as subscription
TV, data casting, Internet media or
telecommunications. A corporation
that converted entirely to digital
broadcasting would therefore bypass
the existing rules.

However, it is not quite that
simple. Although digital TV offers
viewers widescreen and high clarity,
the equipment necessary to receive
digital broadcasts is far more expen-
sive than conventional TV sets.

There is, therefore, a great deal
of public resistance to converting
all free-to-air TV broadcasting to
digital. So far the only organisa-
tions to utilise digital broadcasting
have been Foxtel Pay TV, the SBS
World News Service, and the ABC
children’s programs Fly TV and
ABC Kids (which were also avail-
able on pay TV).

After all, no free-to-air broad-
caster would want to risk the huge
cost of installing a new broadcasting
system that might prove a commer-
cial dead duck.

Although Alston was initially

Saharawi Woman’s Tour

Fatima Mahfud talks about the terrible human rights abuses the people of
Western Sahara have suffered at the hands of Morocco since its invasion.

Tuesday, 10th June 6-7pm
Sydney Trades Hall cnr. Goulburn & Dixon St Sydney

Also: John Robertson — Secretary, Labor Council of NSW
Kamal Fadel — Polisario Representative

Entry to information evening by voluntary donation
RSVP Paul Reid: 0407 242 092 / pjreid@bigpond.net.au
Sponsored byThe Australia Western Sahara Association (AWSA)

opposed to the ABC or SBS enter-
ing the digital broadcasting arena,
he soon came to realise that their
presence would act as an incentive
to the commercial broadcasters to
follow their lead, and for viewers to
purchase digital equipment.

He even argued that the ABC
and SBS should be exempt from
spectrum laws because they had a
“special role to play in the national
take-up of digital broadcasting by
consumers”. (From July onwards,
broadcasters will be required to
transfer their digital broadcasts to
a different frequency, within a spe-
cially allocated spectrum.)

However, Alston seriously jeop-
ardised the process of converting
conventional broadcasting to digital
by his obdurate and arrogant atti-
tude to ABC funding.

The 1996/97 ABC budget fund-
ing suffered a $55 million cut that
was never made good. The cuts
have continued. The ABC Kids
Online program alone lost $66 mil-
lion in funding recently.

The ABC now faces steep
increases in superannuation costs,
some $17 million in retrenchment
payouts to staff laid off during
Shier’s disastrous period in office,
and the termination in 2005 of the
current $18 million in funding for
special projects.

Despite warnings that programs
would have to be cut unless funding
increased by $250 million, Alston
insisted that the ABC simply econo-
mise as best it could.

Two weeks ago he was advised
by the Board that they would soon
implement cuts. Apparently quite
content to see the national broad-
caster suffering progressive cuts to
oblivion, he merely asked whether
they intended to make an announce-
ment immediately, and didn’t bother
to check the specific programs
effected.

Last week he discovered to his
horror that it was the digital service
that is to be chopped.

At the Parliamentary budget
hearings he subsequently blustered
that he had been “ambushed” by
ABC management, who had simply
failed to consider alternative areas
of potential savings.

This backfired when ABC chair-
man Don Macdonald (a close friend
of the Prime Minister) confirmed
that Alston had been repeatedly
warned of cuts, including the axing
of the digital service, unless more
funding was forthcoming.

So what better way could there
be to distract attention from his
own appalling performance than
to launch an attack on his pet hate,
Max Uechtritz and ABC News and
Current Affairs, on the issue of
bias?

The retrenchment of staff
formerly employed in the ABC
children’s digital programs will
now add to the debt burden under
which the organisation is labouring,
thereby contributing to the need for
further cuts.

There may be a sliver lining.
One beneficiary of Alston’s attack is
likely to be the AM program, whose
ratings will probably soar because
of the controversy.

The real losers, however, will
be the ABC staff thrown out of
work by the program cuts and the
Australian people, who will suffer
from further loss of ABC programs,
courtesy of Alston and the Howard
Government. &

In NSW, the Carr Government continues to pander to the gun
lobby. The State’s latest handgun legislation actually legalises
over 850 different models of semi-automatic handguns. Said
the National Coalition for Gun Control: “At taxpayers’ expense
handgun owners can trade in their old and unpopular semi-au-
tomatic handgun, get paid a considerable amount of money in
compensation, and then go and buy one of the remaining 850
legal semi-automatic handgun models.” In other words, it's
actually a taxpayer-funded handgun dealership. To facilitate
this piece of deception, police officers will be equipped with
a ruler to measure the barrel of handguns they come across.

How’s this argument for more funding to essential services?
In the Sydney southern suburb of Liverpool last week firefight-
ers arrived at a burning house. Inside they discovered five
children, aged 12 years to 18 months, the latter twins, and the
children’s mother. The children’s hearts had stopped beating.
The firefighters got them out of the house and ambulance of-
ficers got to work at the scene with CPR and brought them
back to life. They were then rushed to public hospitals where
medical professionals stabilised them. These are the every-
day heroes who work in services governments won't fund
properly and who have to regularly fight tooth and nail for the
maintenance of their wages and staffing levels. In fact, if the
economic rationalists got their way all such services would be
corporatised, run for profit and operate on a shoestring budget.

And to see economic rationalist thinking in action go no
further than the submission from the right-wing stink tank
the Centre for Independent Studies to the federal Senate
inquiry into poverty. Their proposal is to force single par-
ents on social security to take any poverty-level-wage work
served up to them, and that a two-year limit be slapped
on all welfare payments. The Australian Council of Social
Service said it was “incorrect” to imply that those on social
security were sitting around on “luxurious welfare payments”.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is Australia’s richest bo-
vine, Kerry Packer. If PM Howard was really serious about
appointing a Governor-General who embodies all the values
and aspirations of the people Howard represents, he’'d ap-
point Packer. A money grubber who despises working people,
Packer inherited his daddy’s fortune and has been bludging
off the nation all his useless life. Just the man for the job. But
Packer has his eye on another plumb — he wants to get in on
the loot and plunder of Iraq and its people. He intends opening
an office in Baghdad to get his hands on lucrative contracts
to export live sheep and cattle to the devastated country.
Packer has invested in the meat and agriculture infrastructure
industries big time, in processing and live export of meat and
irrigation systems. He’s had a cosy chat with Trade Minister
Mark Vaile, who was compliant: “We had quite a lengthy
and productive discussion on what the possibilities are.”
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Bhopal disaster victims
struggle for justice

Unlike a natural disaster like the recent earthquake in
Algeria, some man-made disasters, “industrial accidents”,
leave dishes on the shelves, homes intact, windows

secure and factories in place.

by Denise Winebrenner Edwards

On December 3, 1984, at least
8000 residents of the city of Bhopal
died when a gas used to make pesti-
cides for India’s “green revolution”,
methyl isocynate (MIC), leaked
out of the Union Carbide plant and
floated into the homes of sleeping
workers, their families and neigh-
bours.

Award-winning journalist
Dan Kurzman notes in his book,
The Killing Wind, that the cur-
rent fatality figure is three times
the one announced by the Indian
Government, and is based on the
records of crematorium and cem-
etery officials.

Kurzman checked hospital and
medical records and estimates that
300,000 men, women and children,
many not yet born at the time of the
corporate killing, were injured, most
permanently.

The city of Pittsburgh has about
300,000 residents. Imagine if the
disaster had happened here. As a
result of breathing the steady, deep
breaths of sleep during a single
night, all men, women and children
would be sick or dead. Dogs, cats
and birds would be ill or dying. The
city would be silent, except for the
survivors’ screams of grief.

The Union Carbide industrial
accident in Bhopal is the worst in
world history.

Nineteen years later, Union
Carbide is now owned by Dow
Chemical. Two women, Champa
Devi and Rasheeda Bee, survivors
of that word-defying December
night, are leading a grassroots
movement to bring Dow corporate
executives to trial in India, force the
corporation to provide medical care
for the people, pass the chemical
securities act, pay restitution to the
families and restore the land, water
and soil.

Devi, Bee and their trans-
lator, Satinath  Sarangi, a
metallurgical engineer and activist
with the International Campaign
for Justice in Bhopal, are currently
on a 40-day tour of the US that
included a protest at the annual Dow
Chemical shareholders meeting in
New York and a 20-minute meeting
with Dow executives.

The People’s Weekly World
interviewed the leaders between
their meeting with the United
Steelworkers of America union and
their address to a meeting of the
Association for India’s Development
at Carnegie Mellon University.

Rasheeda Bee serves as the
President of the Bhopal Gas
Affected Women Stationery
Employees Union. Champa Devi
is the union’s Secretary. All 100
women, 50 Hindu and 50 Muslim,
who work at a state-owned factory
making office stationery and other
goods for the government press are
gas victims.

Bee was 28 in December 1984.
She had rarely crossed the threshold
of her family’s tiny home to venture
into outside world. She helped to
care for all 37 members of their
extended family. “We woke up that

morning and heard people running
outside”, she recalled as if it were
yesterday.

“Imagine, 37 people coughing
so badly we were not able to talk
to one another. We ran. After about
a half mile, I had to sit down. My
eyes were so inflamed, like needles
piercing into my eyes. My lungs
felt like they were filled with red
chilies. When I looked around all T
could see were dead bodies.

“People [were] lying dead
everywhere. Cattle lying dead.
At about four in the morning, the
police told us to go back home. The
gas had ended. But we decided to
get out of the city. And we went to
our home village. By the third day,
there were still 19 family members
missing and we returned to Bhopal.
We looked in every hospital. At one
hospital, I saw 900 bodies.”

Bee returned home and was re-
united with her family. She joined
demonstrations at the gates of the
Union Carbide plant. The company
still had 20 tonnes of the deadly
MIC inside. The people wanted it
neutralised or returned to the US
The corporation and government
put down gunny sacks around the
chemical factory, sprayed water
from helicopters and hosed down
the streets. “But the gas does not
follow traffic rules”, said Bee. “The
people demanded safety and they
demanded [to see] the managers of
the plant.”

Demonstrations continued. The
Indian Government set up relief
stations around the city distribut-
ing wheat and oil. They dispatched
emergency medical personnel from
around the country.

Champa Devi said that problems
with the plant started long before
that deadly December night. Her
family reported seeing graves of
workers who built the plant in 1972.

“People came to Bhopal from
all over the state”, she said. “It was
work to build the plant and [there
were] jobs when it was finished.
But people died building that Union
Carbide factory. They were buried
near the factory and their families
told to go back home. Go back to
where they came from with nothing.

“After the plant opened, we
saw dead cows near pools of water
around the plant. My neighbour lost
eight goats after they drank from
the ponds around the plant. There
was never any reason given for
their deaths. We would smell awful
smells in the air when the wind blew
across the factory. Union Carbide
never mentioned the product”.

For survivors, death did not end
after the December 3, 1984 acci-
dent. Between then and 2001, eight
members of the Bee family died
of cancer including cancers of the
throat, brain, intestines, breast and
of leukemia. One of her nephews
was six months old the night of the
gas wind. When he turned 14 he
developed a neurological disorder
that has left him in a vegetative state
ever since.

The Indian Government estab-
lished 38 work centers in Bhopal

to provide training and work for
women, including Bee and Devi,
because so many men were killed or
permanently disabled by the Union
Carbide gas.

The stationery factory came
on line in 1986, but the women
were only paid 10 rupees a month.
Workers organised a union. They
elected Bee and Devi to their offices
and began a 17-year campaign for
equal pay for equal work.

In 1989, all 100 workers and
25 children marched to New Delhi,
India’s national capital, and won a
raise to 535 rupees per month. But,
government workers are paid 2,400
rupees per month. “We wanted
equal pay”, Bee clarified. “Not spe-
cial treatment because we are gas
victims”.

Also in 1989, the Indian
Government accepted a settlement
with Union Carbide of $470 mil-
lion. “They sold out”, said Devi
with disgust. “The Silicon Breast
Implant settlement was $500 mil-
lion. In Bhopal, the people saw little
change, especially in treating the
cancers and continuing sicknesses
from the gas”.

In 2001, the stationery workers’
union and Bhopal residents raided
hospitals and found medicines for
gas victims sitting in storage. On
February 28, they stormed Dow
Chemical’s headquarters in Mumbai.
Using brooms, they vowed to sweep
out the corruption in the corporation
which denied their families medical
care. They were successful in releas-
ing medicine for treatment.

By 2002, the stationery work-
ers’ union and Bhopal residents
joined forces with Greenpeace and
launched the International Campaign
for Justice in Bhopal. On the 18th
anniversary of the mass corporate
killing, the remaining MIC and
other chemical waste in the Bhopal
factory was finally contained. Dow
shipped containers of toxic waste
out of Bhopal to European facilities,
including to The Netherlands and
Switzerland.

President Bee and Secretary
Devi are not bitter. Speaking on
behalf of tens of thousands of fami-
lies, victims of the corporate greed,
they demand justice as expressed in
the union’s slogan, “We are flames
not flowers”. Union Carbide, now
part of Dow, is guilty of mass
murder and the survivors have spent
18 years fighting for justice.

“We want the world to remem-
ber”, says Devi, “but we want the
corporation, especially Warren
Anderson (former CEO of Union
Carbide), tried in India. We want
passage of the chemical securities
act, restitution to surviving families,
medical care and our land and water
restored to its original condition”.

International pressure and
direct non-violent action in
Bhopal has produced results. The
International Campaign for Justice
in Bhopal believes that resolutions
from unions, organisations and
local governments to the Indian
Government, the US Government
and Dow Chemical could achieve
their demands. “We are the closest
we have been [to resolving these
issues]”, adds Satinath Sarangi. “We
need a little push”.

People’s Weekly World
www.pww.org &
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Poison gas victims march on the 10th anniversary of the disaster

The Bhopal disaster

* At least 8000 people died on or shortly after
December 3, 1984, as a result of a gas leak in
a pesticide plant owned and operated by Union
Carbide.

» Over 20,000 people have died from the after
effects, more than 300,000 have been injured.

* By court order Dow Chemical has released
Union Carbide internal memos that document
a long history of neglected safety precautions
dating into the early1970s. The documents can
be found at:
www.bhopal.net/contaminationtour.html.

» About 1.4 million people live in Bhopal, the
15th largest city in India and the capital of the
Madhya Pradesh State.

» Union Carbide originally offered an average
payout per victim of only $350 in US currency.

» Approximately 20,000 people still live in the
vicinity of the disaster; their drinking water has
been declared unsafe but is still the only water
available.

» Survivors still suffer alarming rates of cancer
and respiratory diseases.

From the International Campaign for Justice in Bhopal,
www.bhopal.net

What you can do

You can write to William S. Stavropoulos,

the CEO of Dow Chemical Company, at 2030
Dow Center, Midland, M| 48674, or fax him at
+1 989 636-1830, and demand that Dow

do the following:

« face up to criminal charges in India

* release all toxicological information about the
poison gases

« arrange for long-term medical care for
survivors

* provide economic rehabilitation to Bhopal

* clean up the toxic wastes and contaminated
groundwater

6 THE GUARDIAN June4 2003




Nepalese king sets up
“royal” dictatorship

Faced with the steady consolidation of democratic
sentiments among the Nepalese people the King of Nepal
staged a coup on October 4 last year and selected his
own (non-elected) Cabinet. In a proclamation the king
assumed all state authority and sovereign power in Nepal
in violation of the country’s Constitution.

“This is a very unreasonable
and violent act for a constitutional
monarch to perform”, said a state-
ment issued by the Communist
Party of Nepal (United Marxist-
Leninist) (CPN (UML)).

The King sacked the elected
government and the national par-
liament and dismissed all of the
local elected bodies.

Fearing the opposition of
students, the King’s “government”
cancelled the scheduled college
elections. The seven major
student unions connected with
the mainstream political parties
have begun to take protest action
against unreasonable price hikes
in petroleum products, artificial
shortages and consequent inflation
brought about by the present
unconstitutional government.

The six main political parties
that made up the constitutional
parliament attempted to negotiate

a national consensus and build a
co-operative environment with the
King. However, their efforts failed.

The parties have now launched
a nation-wide peaceful move-
ment against the unconstitutional
action of the King and to safeguard
democracy, the multi-party system
and the rule of law.

“On March 11, more than
150,000 personnel of the secu-
rity forces were mobilised and
brutally suppressed peaceful pro-
tests organised by the six political
parties throughout the country.
Hundreds of the members and sup-
porters of the parties taking part
were wounded and many hospital-
ised, many of them severely”, the
CPN (UML) statement said.

“As the people’s movement
has grown against the unconsti-
tutional government its atrocities
against its citizens have escalated.
Students, professionals, youth,

The necessity for

After 30 years of struggle, the campaign against the
absolute monarchy successfully established a democratic
system and adopted a democratic constitution in 1990.

The constitution incorpo-
rated fundamental human rights,
adult franchise, a parliamentary
system of government, consti-
tutional monarchy, multi-party
democracy and the rule of law.
The monarchist coup has attacked
the achievements of the people’s
movement of 1990.

“There appears to be no pos-
sibility of improvement as long
as the constitutional error made
through the royal proclamation is

not rectified”, said the CPN (UML)
statement.

“If the effort of seeking a solu-
tion is not perceived seriously from
within the constitution supported
by a broad consensus, the tendency
of additional conflict in the country
cannot be stopped.”

A statement adopted by a joint
meeting of the Six Major Political
Parties opposing the King’s action
said that “It is an unquestion-
able fact that the Constitution of

women, political activists have all
been victimised by the barbarous
and inhuman attacks of the secu-
rity forces.

Even armoured vehicles have
been brought into the streets to
oppress the peaceful demon-
strators. The people are being
terrorised and the government
has committed crimes against
humanity that can never be for-
given or forgotten”, said the Party
statement.

The statement appeals for soli-
darity at this time of national crisis.
“We request your party express its
solidarity with the people’s move-
ment of Nepal for the protection,
restoration and expansion of
democracy and peoples’ rights”.
Protest letters can be sent to
the following fax numbers:
0015-977-1- 4228515
(The royal Palace
and the military command)
0015-977-1- 4227286
(Prime Minister)

Copies to 0015-977-1- 4278084
(Central Office of CPN (UML),
email: uml@ntc.net.np

For further information
regarding the movement

go to: www.cpnuml.org &

the Kingdom of Nepal in 1990
was promulgated to exercise the
sovereignty and the state power
according to the will of the
Nepalese people expressed in the
mass movement of 1990.

The will of the Nepalese people
was expressed in the elections to
the House of Representatives in
1999. In fact, the political parties
elected in the dissolved House of
Representatives represent the sover-
eign Nepalese people.

In the 1999 elections the Nepali
Congress Party won 111 seats in the
195 seat parliament with a vote of
36.14 percent while the Communist

Express solidarity with imprisoned
“School of Assassins” protestors

Becky, Charity and Jeremy are joining hundreds who have
been sentenced for actions to close the School of the
Americas/WHISC (SOA). Forty Prisoners of Conscience
are currently incarcerated in prisons across the United
States, serving two to six months for non-violently
speaking out against SOA violence.

Becky Johnson, Charity Ryerson
and Jeremy John appeared before
Judge Clay Land in Columbus
Federal court last month to receive
sentencing for their respective
acts of civil resistance against the
“School of Assassins” in July 2002
and November 2002.

Jeremy appeared first after his
and Charity’s request to be sen-
tenced together was denied. Jeremy
stated that he was in court because
he had violated a law by cutting the
lock on the pedestrian gate at Fort
Benning, the headquarters of the
SOA, and accepted responsibility
for that; that laws are only valuable
in the context of human relation-

ships; and that as long as laws allow
atrocities to continue, he will con-
tinue to violate them.

Charity appeared next, speak-
ing of her personal witness and
experience of the cycle of violence
in Northern Ireland; how the victi-
misation and domination of people
by institutionalised forms of vio-
lence such as the military only leads
to more oppression; and that she
accepts responsibility for her actions
but has no remorse for taking them.

Becky appeared last, briefly stat-
ing that she is a passionate person;
she has no shame or remorse for her
actions — although she violated the
law, it was not wrong to do so; and

that she expected to get six months
for her action.

Judge Land sentenced Jeremy to
six months in federal prison, $1000
fine and one year probation; Charity
to six months in prison, $1000 fine
and one year probation; and Becky
to six months in prison and $1000
fine. Jeremy and Charity will self-
report to federal prison when they
receive their designations from the
Bureau of Prisons. Becky started
serving her sentencing immediately
and is currently in the Muscogee
County Jail.

Becky's address is:

Rebecca Johnson

Muscogee County Jail

700 10th St

Columbus, GA 31901

Please write to the prisoners. For
their addresses: www.soaw.org
SOA Watch, PO Box 4566,
Washington DC 20017

Fax +1 202 234-3440 &

MAGAZINE

Dictatorial monarch — political activists have been victimised
following the coup

Party of Nepal (UML) won 71 seats
with a 30.74 percent vote.

Class structure

In an analysis of Nepal’s class
structure an article published in the
Party’s magazine, New Dawn says
that Nepal is “a semi-feudal and
semi-colonial country.

The Nepalese people are under
the exploitation and suppression
of the national feudal class and
the comprador capitalist class and
the indirect control of imperial-
ist and hegemonistic countries in
economic, political and cultural
forms that are on the increase. On
the other hand, national capital has
become weaker by the day.

“Foreign capital has entered our
country in various names and cover-
ings. ‘Smuggled’ capital has been
increasing for some time and has
been trying to have direct influence
and control over the national poli-
tics of the country.

“Although the number of feudal
lords has been declining, the severe
exploitation of the majority of farm-
ers continues”, said the article.

“There are also hundreds of
thousands of oppressed people in
Nepalese society who are treated as
‘untouchables’. Only recently have
they started to organise and resist
their oppression.

“A considerable number of
people in villages use their labour
on their own land for their liveli-
hood. Their percentage comes to
between 40-50 in terai regions and
60 to 70 percent in hilly regions.
(Terai is the belt of marshy jungle
between the Himalayan foot-hills
and the plains — Oxford dictionary.)

“The petty bourgeoisie have
their influence in every sector of
society because of their majority
number. Teachers, students, employ-
ees, petty vendors and petty workers

the joint people’s movement

have been influencing various sec-
tors of society.

“This group supports changes
and are ever worried about the
degradation of the political and
economic conditions of the country.
They are also very dynamic. But,
they are more self-centred and they
have a tendency to support instabil-
ity and anarchy to some extent.

“Rather than a working class
there exist working class groups in
urban areas. There is an increasing
number and influence of various
white-collar workers mainly in
the service sector from the petty
bourgeoisie class. They have cre-
ated changes in the structure of the
working class. A large number of
workers work in transportation,
small hotels, trekking, construction,
portering and garbage cleaning,
etc”, the article said.

Another New Dawn article
says that, “On top of these compli-
cations, the ultra-leftist ‘Maoist’
party that talks loudly of revo-
lution and indulges in killings,
violence and terror in different
parts of the country has succeeded
in creating confusion among a
small section of the people, how-
ever small it may be.

“Nothing has been achieved by
the people’s war and the country has
been pushed not towards progress
but towards regression.

“The achievements in Nepalese
politics have been gained through
peaceful struggles by mobilising
the broad masses of the people and
there is a great possibility to forge
ahead through peaceful struggle in
the future”, said New Dawn.

“It is in these circumstances
that the Communist Party of Nepal
has accepted a People’s Multi-Party
Democracy as its minimum aim
of people’s state power to totally
change the present society.” &
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Bush’s “AIDS funds” ... with strings

Throughout the course of the worldwide AIDS epidemic, the US
establishment’s handling of the crisis has been a tragic example of
complete capitalist anarchy. This has been exacerbated by policies
driven by bigotry and racism instead of scientific analysis, and of
hypocritical morality instead of compassionate medical practice.

by Preston Wood

In the early years of the epi-
demic, the capitalist establishment
used homophobia and racism as
a battering ram against those who
fell ill and those who demanded
that the government meet the crisis
head-on with all the resources nec-
essary to deal with this public-health
emergency.

This policy, which began with

jails
Hundreds of students, teachers
and parents from all over
northern California rallied at
the steps of the State Capitol
in Sacramento last month to
protest a wave of draconian cuts
proposed for the state education
budget. The demonstration was

called by the Education Not
Incarceration coalition.

by Bill Hackwell

The self-proclaimed education
governor, Gray Davis, has called for
cuts of US$5 billion to kindergar-
ten through 12th-grade education.
This plan could result in layoffs of
50,000 teachers statewide.

Tuition for community col-
leges would double. Bus routes
and summer school would be elimi-
nated.

California is 48th among the
states in the amount spent per stu-
dent. At the same time, California
has the dubious distinction of being
the state with the biggest prison
population.

Over the past 20 years
California has built 23 new prisons
and only one new university.

The only area of public spending
that Davis didn’t propose cutting is
the prison system. Davis is actually
calling for a US$40 million increase
in the state prison budget.

He is moving ahead with plans
to construct a new US$595 million
prison in Delano. He has approved
building 965 new death-row cells at
San Quentin — at a cost of US$220
million.

Workers’ World &

the Reagan administration, helped
create a worldwide disaster. Since
then, US rulers continue to impede
the development of a global plan to
curtail and eliminate AIDS. Now the
Bush administration is being widely
touted as suddenly caring about the
AIDS epidemic for endorsing a
US$15 billion emergency Bill that
is supposed to help deal with AIDS
in Africa and the Caribbean.

It sounds good. But remember,
this is the same administration that
has decimated the infrastructure and
health of the Iraqi population with-
out blinking an eye.

An estimated 25 million lives
worldwide have been lost as a result
of the AIDS epidemic. Another 42
million people are believed to be
infected; 29 million of them live in
sub-Saharan Africa, according to the

Joint United Nations Program on
HIV/AIDS.

But according to the May 13
Oakland (California) Tribune,
“AIDS activists cautioned that
what Bush is pushing isn’t actually
money — it’s more like the promise
of money.”

David Bryden, spokesperson
for Global AIDS Alliance, said,
“It’s a recommendation”. Bryden
called the April 28 Bush announce-
ment in a Rose Garden ceremony a
“freebie” for the White House. He
said it allowed Bush to garner the
public-relations benefits of hyping a
US$3 billion annual package while
his own budget proposal actually
only funds US$1.6 billion for the
coming year.

The Tribune reported that a
measure allotting up to US$1 billion
to the Global Fund to Fight HIV/
AIDS, Malaria and Tuberculosis was
successfully passed by the House
International Relations Committee
on April 3 after the administra-
tion fought it. The administration
tried to tack on amendments that

US hands off Cuba”

Demonstrations demanding “US hands off Cuba” took place in
Washington DC, Los Angeles, San Diego, San Francisco and New

York City last month.

The May 20 protests, called
by the ANSWER coalition, were
planned in anticipation of a speech
President George W Bush was to
make that day. The press had specu-
lated that he would announce the
adoption of more hostile measures
against Cuba.

Instead, Bush held a small
meeting with Cuban émigrés. His
“speech,” a radio address that lasted
only about a minute, talked in broad
generalities about “freedom”. This
was seen as a betrayal by right-
wing Cuban-Americans, who have
been pressing for “regime change”
in Cuba.

Three Republican Congress
people from Florida did not
attend the White House meeting.
Representative Robert Menendez,
a Democrat from New Jersey,
immediately attacked Bush for “not
living up to your promises” and
“playing on the emotions of the
Cuban-American community”.

All this indicates disarray
within this reactionary administra-
tion, which has its hands full trying
to subdue Iraq and the rest of the
Middle East. The demonstrators
in solidarity with Cuba denounced
the Bush administration for order-
ing the expulsion of 14 Cuban
diplomats on May 13 — seven from
Washington and seven from the

United Nations — without a shred of
evidence to back up the charge that
they engaged in “inappropriate and
unacceptable activities”.

Protestors viewed the expul-
sions as simply one more act of
US aggression in its more than
40-year history of terror, economic
strangulation and assault on the self-
determination of the Cuban people.

The New York actions were also
called to counter efforts by right-
wing Cubans who, emboldened by
Bush’s “endless war”, were trying
to disrupt the functions of the Cuban
Mission to the United Nations in
New York and the Cuban Interests
Section in Washington.

Demonstrators in Los Angeles
on May 20 expressed solidarity with
the Cuban Revolution and demand-
ed that the Bush administration
halt its menacing rhetoric and its
escalation of threats against Cuban
sovereignty.

John Parker, organiser for the
International Action Center, said that
the fact that Bush’s speech made
no mention of any new sanctions
against Cuba shows what disarray
these war makers are in. “It also
demonstrates that it is imperative
that we remain vigilant and organ-
ise a people’s defence of the Cuban
Revolution against the imperialist
aims of the United States.” &

would have supported “sexual
abstinence education” over condom
distribution.

Bush wants AIDS prevention
education “rooted in the proven
abstinence-based approach”, says
the White House. The President
has endorsed an “ABC” plan: “A”
for abstinence, “B” for being faith-
ful and “C” for condom use when
appropriate.

Fully one-third of the US$15
billion proposed for the five-year
international AIDS program is based
on promoting celibacy.

At the world AIDS conference
in 2002, a statement signed by more
than 60 major AIDS organisations
affirmed that “abstinence-only”
programs are widely rejected by
the organisations most dedicated to
fighting the illness in the USA and
around the world.

According to AllAfrica Global
Media, the Bush team is already
withholding funding for the United
Nations Population Fund, which
distributes millions of condoms
in sub-Saharan Africa and other
regions.

The number of condoms distrib-
uted in the developing world by US
aid agencies has decreased sharply
since 1990: 360 million were given
away in 2000, compared with 800
million a decade earlier.

This AIDS funding has an anti-
reproductive-rights component too.
Gloria Feldt of Planned Parenthood
calls this another “war is peace”
Bush spin.

Under the Bill, organisations
that deal with AIDS prevention and
abortion services must now keep
their abortion and family-planning
programs financially and physically
separate from their AIDS work. So
poor and rural communities that rely
on one health clinic would have to
build a new one — or shut down their
family-planning work altogether
— to be eligible for AIDS funding.

Feldt stressed, “What we need
is a comprehensive AIDS Bill that

does not tie the hands of health-care
providers.”

Bush’s global AIDS “recom-
mendation” also comes at a time
when his administration has pro-
posed an eight percent drop in
the main domestic AIDS funding
program. However, a 25-percent
increase in AIDS drug assistance is
part of that same proposal.

This is a giveaway to the giant
US pharmaceuticals that reap bil-
lions of dollars in profits from AIDS
drugs while poor people continue to
be infected and suffer from the dev-
astating effects of HIV infection.

The decrease in funding would
especially affect the South, which
has seven of the 10 states with the
highest AIDS rates. There’s also a
growing rate of the epidemic among
African Americans, women and
rural residents in the South, accord-
ing to the Southern AIDS Coalition
report.

“Faith-based” organisations
preaching abstinence are receiving
taxpayer funds to undercut years
of AIDS prevention programs by
grassroots organisations and major
public-health programs all over the
world.

The Bush administration allows
religious bigots to withhold edu-
cation on any subject they deem
objectionable, such as, of course,
same-sex love between consenting
adults.

Rather than supporting pro-
grams that encourage condom use,
reactionary zealots are pushing to
shift the focus to teach abstinence,
and that same-sex relations are
unnatural and downright evil.

But AIDS activists were an
important part of the movement of
millions worldwide who rose up
to try to stop US imperialism from
waging war on Iraq. Their message
needs to be amplified even louder
by a burgeoning movement that
clearly demands with one voice:
Money for AIDS, not for war!
Workers’ World &

“Faith-based” organisations preaching abstinence
are receiving taxpayer funds to undercut years
of AIDS prevention programs by grassroots
organisations and major public-health programs
all over the world.

Perth
Human Rights in Palestine
Free Public Lecture from Rodney Vlais

5.30pm to 7.00pm Tuesday 10th June
Bankwest Theatre Curtin University of Technology Bentley
Rodney Vlais recently returned from the Middle East where he volunteered
as a human shield and direct peace worker in Palestine with the International
Solidarity Movement. He will give a first-hand account of human rights abuses
suffered by Palestinians in the occupied territories, and share his perspective
on the conflict and on the coverage in the Australian media.
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Congo’s fighting serves
corporate interests

Last month’s outbreak of renewed conflict in the Democratic Republic
of the Congo (DR Congo) threatens to further weaken this central
African country and perpetuate its economic dependence on the
US and other big capitalist powers.

by Mark Almberg

As Africa Liberation Day
(May 25) approached, and as the
Organisation for African Unity,
conceived of as an instrument for
resisting colonial domination,
prepared to celebrate its 40th anni-
versary on that day, the DR Congo
found itself deeply entangled in
the coils of neo-colonialism. It
remains engulfed in a seemingly
never-ending cycle of war and
destruction.

More than four-and-a-half
years of bitter warfare in the
region have resulted in at least
50,000 deaths and hundreds of
thousands of injured and displaced
persons. In April, the International
Rescue Committee reported that
casualty rates have been greatly
underestimated, and that up to
3.3 million people may have died
during the same period.

The most current strife stems
from a conflict between rival tribes,
the Hema and the Lendu, who
are struggling for control of the
resource-rich Ituri province in the
north-eastern corner of the country.
Since May 7, more than 230 people
have been killed and well over
10,000 have been made refugees.

Calls for an international peace-
keeping force under the auspices
of the UN have come from many

quarters, including the current
government, although Western
governments have been dragging
their feet.

The DR Congo is rich in min-
eral resources: diamonds, cobalt,
cadmium, gold, zinc, uranium,
copper, and coltan, a vital element
in the production of cell phones
and computer chips. It also has
significant deposits of crude oil
and valuable agricultural products,
including coffee, timber and palm
oil. The country also has great
hydroelectric power potential were
it to be developed.

Despite the DR Congo’s wealth,
the vast majority of its 52 million
people remain mired in extreme
poverty, with massive unemploy-
ment, declining living standards,
and a declining life expectancy.
Popular hopes for a new day in
the DR Congo after the overthrow
of Mobuto Sese Seko in 1997
by Laurent Kabila (subsequently
succeeded by his son, President
Joseph Kabila) have gone largely
unfulfilled.

It’s precisely the country’s natu-
ral resources that historically drew
the colonial powers, the Portuguese
and especially the Belgians (remem-
ber King Leopold?), to exploit
these resources and to colonise the
country. The Belgians were booted

out in 1960, under the leadership
of Patrice Lumumba and others.
But Lumumba was murdered with
the assistance of the CIA in 1961,
and shortly thereafter Mobutu took
power and reopened the country to
neo-colonial plunder.

Today, US companies like
American Mineral Fields, Bechtel,
American Diamond Buyers, and
Goldman Sachs have substantial
vested interests in the DR Congo.
A lively arms trade, much of it
stemming from the West, has plied
the combatants with their deadly
arsenals.

In a recent essay in The New
York Times, Adam Hochschild, an
authority on the Belgian colonial
period, notes that perpetual inter-
nal strife in the DR Congo only
facilitates its exploitation. “The
Balkanisation and war” in the DR
Congo, he said, “suit the amaz-
ing variety of corporations — large
and small, American, African and
European that profit from the river
of mineral wealth without having
to worry about high taxes, and that
prefer a cash-in-suitcases economy
to a highly regulated one.”

The old colonial practice of
“divide and conquer” is still being
practiced by the West, and racism in
the form of concepts like “they’ve
always been fighting each other”,
etc only serves to mask US imperi-
alism’s policy of destabilisation and
plunder in central Africa.

People’s Weekly World, paper of
Communist Party USA &

Mexico

Protests demand release
of political prisoners

A caravan of activists from OQaxaca, Mexico, staged a protest
at government offices in Mexico City demanding a solution to
the recent repression against Indigenous activists in the town of
Union Hidalgo, Oaxaca. The community is an Indigenous Zapotec

fishing village.

On May 15, 300 people peace-
fully blocked the Pan American
highway north of Union Hidalgo.
They demanded the immediate
release of political prisoner Carlos
Manzo who was illegally detained
the previous day by police forces in
the nearby town of Juchitan. After
blocking the road from 10 am to
3pm police forces fired tear gas
on the protestors and began to bru-
tally beat women and children in an
attempt to break up the gathering.

On May 14, Juchitan police
forces detained Carlos Manzo, an
Indigenous leader and member
of the Consejo Ciuadadano de
Unihidalguense (CCU).

According to eye witness

Pass it on!

When you’ve finished this issue
of The Guardian share it with
someone else. Give itto a
friend or workmate, leave it in
the dentist’s or doctor’s waiting
room, at the bus station, on
the train, or give it to your local
library or reading room.

Help The Guardian get around.

testimony, Carlos Manzo left a
bank in the centre of Juchitan when
eight police officers presented a
warrant for his arrest, charging him
with robbery and “deprivation of
liberty”.

Since the police attack on May
15, two other Indigenous activists
have been arrested, Luis Alberto
Marin and Francisco de la Rosa,
also of the CCU, joining Carlos
Manzo as political prisoners.
According to local Indigenous activ-
ists the Oaxaca Attorney General’s
office has issued arrest warrants for
34 more local Indigenous leaders
and environmental activists.

The CCU was formed in
February 2003, after a conflict
between Union Hidalgo community
members and the municipal govern-
ment, over the suspected misuse
of funds by the Institutional
Revolutionary Party (PRI) Mayor,
Armando Sanchez Ruiz. On
February 13, 2003, the Mayor
ordered municipal police to fire into
a crowd that was demonstrating in
front of the municipal palace, killing
one protestor and injuring nine.

The CCU demanded the Mayor
leave his post.

The ongoing political struggle
led to the Oaxaca PRI State
Government (known for both cor-
ruption and repression) stepping in
to support the Mayor — issuing arrest
warrants on trumped up charges for
Union Hidalgo residents who are
active in the CCU.

Many of the Indigenous leaders
of the CCU have been active partici-
pants in a two-year battle to stop a
proposed shrimp farm from being
built in Union Hidalgo.

The farm would occupy com-
munal lands and destroy local
estuary and numerous mangroves.
The proposed shrimp farm — heav-
ily promoted by mayor Armando
Sanchez Ruiz — meshes perfectly
with the industrial development pro-
gram, Plan Puebla Panama (PPP),
being pushed in the region by the
Interamerican Development Bank.
The PPP is a multi-billion dollar
package of industrial development
mega-projects from Puebla, Mexico
to Panama.

Other CCU representatives are
currently in Mexico City demand-
ing an audit and investigation of the
role of the Unién Hidalgo Mayor
Ruiz, for his role in the murder and
violence that took place on February
13. Meanwhile, the CCU demands
the release of their imprisoned com-
rades Carlos Manzo, Luis Alberto
Marin, and Francisco de la Rosa.
Mexico Solidarity Network. &
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Popular hopes — Joseph Kabila

—@ Global briefs

INDIA: Nearly 60 million workers throughout India went on
a one-day strike on May 21 to demand a halt to privatisa-
tion and other economic reforms, including a government
proposal to amend the labour laws to make it easier for
employers to fire workers and close businesses. The warn-
ing strike was called by the Centre of Indian Trade Unions
(CITU) and involved workers in government, banking, insur-
ance, oil refineries, coal mining and small industries. “This
is only a prelude”, said CITU National Secretary Tapan
Sen. “We are planning further action as there is a need
to build up opposition against the government’s policies.”

RUSSIA: Russia President Vladimir Putin urged Russians to
work together to eliminate mass poverty and double the size of
the country’s economy within a decade. In what was regarded
as an election warm-up speech, Mr Putin reminded members
of both houses of parliament that one quarter of Russia’s 145
million people live below the poverty line. Economic growth
of 10 per cent dwindled to just 4.3 per cent last year. The
President’s calls for Ministers to do more were clearly aimed at
masses of voters outside Moscow and other major cities who
have suffered considerably from post-Soviet economic change.
The Communist Party, which accuses Mr Putin and his gov-
ernment of failing to improve the lives of most Russians, tops
opinion polls for elections to the State Duma lower house. Mr
Putin’s ally — the United Russia Party — trails in second place.

CYPRUS: Cyprus will introduce Turkish lessons in Greek-
speaking secondary schools from September as part of a
package of goodwill measures to help reunite the divided island,
the Education Minister said. Cyprus’s official languages are
Greek and Turkish, but very few people are fluent in both be-
cause of the segregated structure of the education system. The
Turkish lessons will be optional for pupil’'s aged 15 and over.

FRANCE: French trade unions have launched a wave
of strikes to protest against government plans to make
changes to the pension system that would require workers
to contribute for a longer period to receive a full pension.
Hospital, postal, bank and France Telecom workers and
teachers were amongst those participating in the actions.

ARGENTINA: For over two hours, Buenos Aires inhabit-
ants — mainly students — stood listening to Fidel Castro,
who had not visited the Argentine capital for 44 years. He
explained what his country had achieved during this period,
despite the US blockade and the present threat of aggres-
sion. The rally was held on the front steps of the Law faculty
building. 40,000 people chanted “Olé, Olé, Olé, Fidel, Fidel”
and “Cuba, Cuba, Cuba, el pueblo te saluda” (the people
greet you). The meeting was transmitted live on TV through-
out the island. Fidel Castro told those gathered it was an
unforgettable night and, visibly moved, thanked them.
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Insurance company
greed

It is now clear that the likes
of Bob Carr and Steve Bracks
are placing limits on the right
of people to claim compensa-
tion for injury and loss in a bid
to save the profits of insurance
companies. The Victorian Bracks
Government is the latest to climb
on the insurance rescue wagon
by taking away people’s common
law rights.

Like the citizens of NSW
under Carr, Victorians have had
their common law rights severely
restricted. There is a lot of talk
about the “insurance crisis”, but
the insurance companies have
been raking in money over many
decades in the form of premium
payments from millions of people.

The movers and shakers
invested that money on the stock
market, or in taking over other
insurance companies. The amount
paid out in compensation is min-
iscule compared to the massive
profits that major shareholders
have pocketed.

When the stock market
plummets — as it does with
increasing regularity — insurance
company profits also take a dive,
and we can’t have that, can we?
So they go to federal and state
governments to bail them out:
governments may be cutting funds
to every service under the sun, but
corporate welfare has never been
stronger.

During the last few years some
insurance companies have gone
bankrupt, others were taken over
by “competitors”: all of them got
governments to impose their prob-
lems on the people.

Premiums shot up, and today
we have the Carr and Bracks
Governments working with the
big financial institutions to deprive
those maimed and disabled through
the negligence of employers and
greedy corporations of their right to
compensation.

The central problem in all this
is that government is not carry-
ing out its responsibilities to look
after the well being of the com-
munity. People turn to the courts
to sue under common law, most
recently through collective class
actions, because they are left with
no other option. No one wants to
go through the convoluted, com-
plex and extremely expensive
legal process involved in suing for
compensation.

There should be a national,
government-funded scheme to
ensure people can gain access to
compensation as part of the jus-
tice system. In other words, the
whole situation is wrong side up
— governments are catering to the
demands of the insurance compa-
nies at the expense of those in dire
need of help.

People are faced every day
with the need to meet personal,
family and social obligations.
Accidents, injuries and illness
should not become a terrible

burden to carry as well, which is
the case under the current law-of-
the-jungle system.

Another glaring point to all this
is that it’s not only Liberal gov-
ernments, but Labor also who are
screwing people out of their basic
rights. Bracks and Carr are typical
right-wing Labor, both climbing to
their positions of authority on the
backs of workers. Yet both of their
governments have been returned in
elections.

There is a crying need for the
development of an alternative
to the major parties, and things
are moving in that direction, but
perhaps the mere concept of a gov-
ernment that has the sole purpose
of serving and being accountable to
the people is just too staggering for
many to contemplate.

Nathan Barnes
Brisbane, Qld

Think locally,
act globally

The inter-connectedness of
the world is no longer under
question. Whereas in the past
environmentally destructive
behaviour — such as the logging
of forests — was claimed by
vested interests to have no
impact anywhere but the area
immediately effected, we know
today that such claims are
untrue, and dangerously so.

No better an example can be
seen than in the plan for the Great
Barrier Reef announced recently
by the Federal Government. The
plan would see nearly one third of
the Reef protected from fishing and
trawling. Sections of each of the
Reef’s 70 biological regions will be
set aside for protection.

Currently less than five percent
of the reef has the equivalent status
of a marine national park, and this
in the plan would be increased
to 30 percent. But, again, this is
considering the Reef in isolation
from the global situation, and it is
the Howard Government’s political
and economic agenda that is caus-
ing this narrow view.

It is interesting that the
Government has such a fiercely
ruthless global vision when it
comes to trade and the profits of
the transnational corporations, but
such a blinkered one when it comes
to something as crucial as the Great
Barrier Reef.

The Greens have noted this
contradiction, with their leader Bob
Brown pointing out that protection
of the Reef needs to be backed up
with action on land clearing and
global warming; that the Reef faces
some of its most serious threats
from activities outside its own geo-
graphical boundaries.

Land clearing and global warm-
ing are cause and effect which has
resulted in 50 percent of the Reef
being hit by coral bleaching i.e.
the death of its living coral. There
is also the pollution from run-off

in the mainland waterways which
continues to damage the Reef.

As for land clearing, state
and federal governments simply
do not have the political will to
clamp down on it, and it continues
unabated.

The plan for the Reef has been
released for a two-month public
consultation. So have your say
— think locally, act globally.

Jo Dunleavy
Wodonga

Hang down your
head

I wonder how many of your
readers remember a song
popular in the 1960s called Hang
Down Your Head, Tom Dooley.
Its catchy if rather melancholic
tune (the said Mr Dooley was
due to be executed the next
day) makes it an ideal vehicle
for antiwar songbirds, since the
lyric just cries out for updating
in light of current US and British
difficulties in Iraq. I suggest the
following adaptation:

Hang down your head,
George Dubya,
Hang down your head,
Mister Blair,
Hang down your heads,
you con-men,
The WMDs were never there.
Ken Biggs
Prague, Czech Republic

Culture
& Life

Faking it

Last week on Foxtel, The History
Channel, that font of dubious
facts and spurious analysis,
presented a program about the
Battle of Moscow that opened
up a whole new era in fabricated
“documentary”.

by Rob Gowland

The History Channel is noto-
rious for its biased, myopic and
downright mendacious concept of
modern history. Its editorial policy
gives the impression that it must be
vetted by any number of conserva-
tive think tanks.

Certainly its programs’ content
is unlikely to ruffle the feathers
of reactionary Christian schools
or business-oriented universities.
Alarmingly, these programs are
almost compulsory viewing for high
school students in Australia.

It is undeniable that The History
Channel draws on remarkable
audio-visual archives. The films
(newsreels or home-movies) or
photographs that illustrate its sto-
ries often leave you amazed at the
research that was able to unearth
such footage.

But the commentary that
accompanies the footage, or the
way the visual material is edited,
almost always pushes a right-wing
line. Very often, the propaganda is
strident and painfully obvious.

At other times, it is subtle, insid-
ious and not at all obvious unless
you already know the subject well.

Last week’s program that caused
me to write this Culture & Life was
undoubtedly biased but not grossly
at variance with the facts. However,
it contained a new visual element

that I found profoundly disturbing
(though not unexpected) in a pur-
portedly “historical” program.

The History Channel runs a very
large number of programs about
aspects of WW2. There can be few
theatres of that conflict that have
not been exhaustively covered in its
programs.

And there can be few if any
units in the US Armed Forces in
WW2 who have not had their story
told and then retold in slightly dif-
ferent variations in program after
program.

Significantly, and by no means
accidentally, the main area of con-
flict in WW2, the “Eastern Front”,
is treated as merely one front
among many, all of equal impor-
tance. In fact, far more attention
is given to the USAF’s bombing
campaign against Germany than
is given to the titanic struggle in
the USSR that consumed — and
destroyed — most of Germany’s
military might (including most of
its better aircraft).

But you do get to see some
extraordinary actuality footage. Or
you used to.

Last week’s program about
the Battle of Moscow, shown on
the May 21 and 24-was in a series
called Clash of the Warriors. This
series looks at major battles of
WW?2 in terms of the differing tac-
tics of the generals in command on
either side.

The Battle of Moscow was thus
reduced to Zhukov vs Bock, the title
of the episode. This approach is
popular with the war-gaming frater-
nity who are always at great pains
to get the names of the officers and
the shape of the tanks just right for
whatever battle they have chosen to
refight.

However, as far as real history
goes, The History Channel misses
the point. Yes, it was Zhukov vs
Bock, but it was also, and cru-
cially, a clash of two different social
systems.

The class component cannot be
ignored without fatally distorting
the history. Bock was a fascist gen-
eral whose army had to be driven by

racial hatred, an induced blood-lust
and, later, by fear. Zhukov led a
people’s army that knew its cause
was just, that it was defending its
homeland and its people, and that
the people of the whole world were
depending on them to destroy the
brown plague of fascism.

It was socialism that made pos-
sible, indeed inevitable, a people’s
defence of Moscow. It was social-
ism that made it possible to keep
the army supplied for the defence
despite all the hardships and diffi-
culties that the Nazis thought would
bring the country to its knees.

Zhukov vs Bock, like others in
the series, has nice clear maps. After
showing us one illustrating how the
German army had advanced to the
gates of the city, the commentary
recounts how Bock then opened
up a massive artillery barrage “fol-
lowed by waves of panzers”.

The artillery assault is illustrated
with newsreel shots of German guns
in action. The Nazis shot copious
footage of the “triumphant” passage
of their armies across Europe and
Russia, and The History Channel
seems to have it all.

In the distance, across the snowy
wastes, you can dimly glimpse a
city swathed in the smoke of many
explosions. Then, from the fore-
ground at the bottom of the screen, a
tank adorned with the German cross
races forward towards the city, leav-
ing dark tracks across the snow.

Two more follow it, slightly to
either side of it, also leaving tracks
across the snowy ground. Then we
get an aerial shot, still from behind
the German tanks, showing more of
them.

Then the camera moves for-
ward, over the tanks, and at this
point you say to yourself: “Hang
on, that’s a helicopter shot and they
didn’t have helicopters in WW2.
And those tanks are very neat.”

As you think this, which is not
a long process, the “camera” has
swooped down on the leading tank
and gone in to a close-up of one of
the driver’s viewing slots. This is
very clean cut but by now the fluid
motion of the “camera” has tipped

you off that you are watching not
WW?2 newsreel footage but a com-
puter simulation of same.

The tank tracks were too neat,
the edges of the tanks too smooth,
the aerial camera movements out
of period. I am no novice when it
comes to film but it still took me a
little while to tumble to the fact that
this footage was fake.

But it won’t be long before the
simulated tanks have rough edges,
the tank tracks make flurries in the
snow, the “filming” simulate WW2
styles and potentialities. And then

we won’t be able to tell fake from
real.

So they didn’t have footage of
panzers attacking Moscow and they
made their own. Does it matter?

Not in this instance. But where
do you draw the line when it comes
to faking actuality footage?

Fiction is fiction, and liberties
with historical scenes is a literary
and dramatic convention. But his-
tory is not supposed to be fiction.

Faking newsreels is simply
the flipside of faking the news
itself. &
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Why do people persist in
thinking that authors lead lives
somehow similar to those of their
characters? Jane Austen, for
example, is generally perceived as
living a genteel Regency lifestyle
which, while hardly lavish, was
certainly comfortable.

But as The Real Jane Austen
(ABC 7.30pm Sunday) shows,
Austen was part of a strata of
Regency society much crueller in
its treatment of women and harsher
in its economic realities than her
novels and their current adaptations
convey.

Actress Anna Chancellor
presents the program, although
Gillian Kearney (from The Forsyte
Saga) actually plays Jane Austen.
Filmed in locations associated with
Austen, including her birthplace
of Steventon and illustrated with
extracts from film and television
adaptations of her work, The Real
Jane Austen paints a vivid portrait
of one of the greatest talents in
English literature.

otorious US cable channel,

The History Channel joins
with Britain’s Channel 4, Germany’s
ZDF and commercial Russian tel-
evision to present a ten-part series
on WW2, Germany’s War (SBS
8.30pm Sundays).

The series title alone is a bit of
a giveaway. How many of the ten
episodes will actually be devoted
to the Eastern front I don’t know,
but significantly the first three deal
with the sinking of the Bismark, the
German U-boats, and ... wait for it
... the German U-boats.

If an episode can be devoted to
the Bismark it doesn’t look like the
main arena will get much a look in.
But why should this series be any
different to other capitalist efforts to
rewrite the history of WW2?

In 1952, the US pulled off

a brilliant — evil, but bril-
liant — intelligence coup: through
an American agent in the Polish
security services, they supplied

“evidence” to the Czechoslovak
security services implicating Rudolf
Slansky, the second highest leader
in the country, as a US spy.

And not only Slansky: 13 other
leading Communists were also
set up in this operation, which we
now know was called “Operation
Splinter Factor”. The aim was to
split the leadership of newly social-
ist Czechoslovakia and to destabilise
the population.

With luck, and plenty of out-
side help, the government would
fall, there could even be a coup.
Socialism in Czechoslovakia proved
more resilient than that, however.

Although the trial of the victims
of this frame up (and the execution
of Slansky and some of the others)
was certainly disruptive and damag-
ing, the people’s faith in the organs
of the socialist state was not criti-
cally disturbed.

Two things stand out in the
Slansky Case, as it was known.
Firstly, the cold bloodedness of US
imperialism, which had no qualms
about framing innocent men on
charges that carried the death
penalty.

To the US agents involved, the
victims presumably merited little
sympathy: after all, they were all
“commies”, weren’t they? And
anyway, the US Government was
merely doing abroad what it had
done at home for years.

The second interesting aspect
was the involvement of Stalin.
He knew Slansky personally and
Czechoslovak leader Klement
Gottwald sought his advice on the
case.

Far from advocating the imme-
diate shooting of everyone in sight
(as modern propaganda would
lead you to expect from Stalin),
the Soviet leader wrote back on
Slansky’s behalf, urging Gottwald,
in quite strong terms, not to be
hasty.

Stalin indicated that the USSR
had had some unfortunate experi-
ences through relying on evidence
from the security services and cau-
tioned Gottwald to be particularly
wary of accepting their uncorrobo-
rated evidence.

Although Operation Splinter
Factor is now well documented,
it suits imperialist propaganda to
ignore it. After all, it hardly reflects
well on the self-proclaimed “cham-
pions of human rights”, does it?

As It Happened: A Trial In
Prague (SBS 7.30pm Saturday)

deals with the case of Slansky
and the others entirely in terms of
Communist fanaticism, paranoia
and anti-Semitism. An American
intelligence frame-up? Never!
ommencing on June 14,
the ABC will screen a 13-
film tribute to American film noir.
Coined by French film critics, the
term denotes a type of dark (noir)
suspenseful thriller, marked by
moral ambiguity, double crosses and
inevitable acts of violence.

German filmmakers had pio-
neered expressionist horror films in
the 1920s that used oblique lighting
and compositional tension (camera
angles, movement, etc) rather than
physical action to create a violent
nightmare world.

With the influx of German direc-
tors and cameramen into Hollywood
in the ‘30s, these elements were
fed into US productions. Generally
low-budget “B” films, these were
triumphs of style (which they had
in spades) over content (which was
notably absent).

Being all surface and no appre-
ciable content, the noir thrillers
raised no objections from Nazi cen-

Suggestions of a pervading evil (Out of The Past)

sors. Before WW2, US examples
were screened readily in Germany,
while during the War the French
cinema industry made them with the
approval of the Occupation authori-
ties.

After the War, in the angst-
ridden ’40s and ’50s, the genre’s
doom-laden plots and characters
came into their own in Hollywood.
A decade or so later the films of that
time were taken up with gusto by
young, petty bourgeois film critics
who revelled in the camerawork and
rejection of social conscience.

They were held up as supreme
examples of film art by critics who
rejected any approach to cinema
aesthetics that included consider-
ation of what the filmmaker was
trying to say.

Generally set in a world of cor-
ruption and crime, where innocence
and trust — and love — lead only to
betrayal, the noir films made great
use of shadows and night scenes
(especially dark, wet city streets)
to suggest a pervading, malignant
evil that spreads from character to
character.

They eschew a positive view of

WORTH WATCHING

life, and in fact epitomise capital-
ism’s culture of death. But by their
very nature they are stylish, with
fascinating photography using black
and white film to great effect.

The ABC'’s season begins with
1947’s Out Of The Past (ABC

10.30pm Saturday). Robert
Mitchum is the tough, jaded New
York private eye (with a gun in his
trenchcoat) who is hired by crime
boss Kirk Douglas to track down
Douglas’ mistress (Jane Greer).

She shot Douglas and took
off with a wad of his dough and
Douglas wants them both back.
From that point on the plot gets
complicated and the characters
more devious.

Based on Daniel Mainwaring’s
classic thriller noval Build My
Gallows High, the film was
scripted by Mainwaring under the
nom de plume Geoffrey Homes.
The direction is by emigré French
director Jacques Tourneur, who
directed the atmosperic thriller
Cat People. The outstanding,
shadow-filled photography is by
Cat People’s cinematographer Nick
Musuraca. @&
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US Counter-revolutionary actions against Cuba

Statement of the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, Cuba

Last May 20, 2003, the Government of the United States of
America undertook new actions indicative of an escalation in the
radio electronic and television aggression that it has been enforcing
against the Cuban Revolution for decades.

The radio station created and
operated by the US Government
with the objective of fostering sub-
version in Cuba, treacherously and
outrageously named José Marti,
went on the air that day with four
new frequencies, thus causing inter-
ference with and disruptions on the
Cuban radio broadcasts.

These acts are an open and
gross violation of International
Law and the standards and
regulations established by the
International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) — a Geneva-based
international agency set up with
the objective of promoting the
proper functioning of telecom-
munications around the world
— and, in particular, its Radio
Communication Regulations.

That same day in the afternoon,
the TV signal broadcast to Cuba
with identical purposes by the US
official propaganda services went
on the air from 6pm-8pm, using
channels and systems legally allo-
cated to Cuban TV stations and duly
registered with the aforementioned
international organisation.

This action also violates
International Law and the stan-
dards agreed upon by all States
in the context of the International
Telecommunication Union, par-
ticularly item 23.3 of its Radio
Communication Regulations, which
prohibits television broadcasts
beyond the national borders.

Under item 15.34 of such
Regulations, the US television
aggression qualifies as harmful
interference caused by a TV station,
operating on VHF Channel 13 (210-
216 MHz), which severely affected
the Cuban television services duly
registered on such channel.

The preamble to the
Constitution of the International
Telecommunication Union sets
forth the ever-increasing impor-
tance of telecommunications for
the safeguard of peace and the
socio-economic development of all
States, thus declaring the need to
facilitate the proper functioning of
telecommunications through inter-
national co-operation towards the
full accomplishment of the above-
mentioned objectives.

The US radio and television
aggressions against Cuba reveal that
Government’s total disregard for the
standards regulating international
relations.

The radio and television aggres-
sion by the United States against
Cuba is not a new phenomenon.

Every week, several stations
based in US territory broadcast to
our country over 2220 hours of
counter-revolutionary program-
ming, fostering subversion against
the constitutional law and order that
the Cuban people bestowed on itself
in a free and sovereign fashion.

There are 24 frequencies exclu-
sively set aside for broadcasts with
such purposes.

On this occasion, the violation
of International Law and, in par-

ticular, the international standards
regulating the use of radio com-
munication frequencies, has been
aggravated by several factors.

Beyond the premeditation and
hypocrisy that guided the design
and implementation of the afore-
mentioned actions, it is fitting to
highlight that the subversive broad-
casts were aimed at Cuba from a US
Air Force airplane during national
prime time, thus interfering with
its usual transmission through fre-
quency bands used by Cuban radio
and television stations.

Also relevant was the inaction
of US authorities against Cuban-
born terrorist José Basulto and his
attempts to broadcast television sig-
nals towards Cuban territory.

Although US representatives
informed through diplomatic chan-
nels that Mr Basulto had been
warned that any broadcasts towards
Cuba would be considered a vio-
lation of US laws and, therefore,
actions against him would be
undertaken, it was known that such
terrorist flew around freely last 20
May — and he failed to broadcast
because of problems with the trans-
mitter to be used and not because of
any actions by US authorities.

In light of the attempts of the
current US Government to impose
its will on the world as the only
relevant standard, Cuba demands
an international order in which
respect for International Law should
apply equally to all. This is an
irrenouncible paradigm of peace-
ful coexistence and justice on the
planet.

Although it is true that those
new radio and television aggressions
were neutralised by our special-
ists, Cuba is obliged and entitled
to denounce these illegal acts and
demand that they cease.

To that end, several political
and diplomatic actions are currently
underway — both at the bilateral
level and in the context of the rel-
evant multilateral scenarios.

At the headquarters of our
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the
Head of the Interests Section of the
United States of America in Cuba,
Mr James Cason, was presented
with a Note Verbale of Protest
that establishes the violations
committed by the Government
of the United States against the
international regulations appli-
cable to telecommunications and
International Law.

Likewise, the Cuban radio
communication authorities have
reported this incident to the Federal
Communications Commission
(FCC) of the Government of the
United States, clearly establishing
all the technical and legal parame-
ters that have been grossly violated.

Cuba is also in the process of
denouncing the foregoing event
to the Secretary-General of the
International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) and requesting the
adoption of measures relevant to
these cases.

Cuba will denounce the esca-
lation in radio and television
aggressions from the United States
at all forums and on every occasion
it deems appropriate and necessary.

The Cuban people, prepared
both in armed struggle and in the
battle of ideas waged on a daily

basis against the manipulations of
the media and the lies fabricated
by the US’s powerful misleading
machinery, stands ready to success-
fully face any challenges looming
ahead.

The actions undertaken by our
Government assert its unswerving

will to defend the sovereignty of
the Cuban people, including the
interference-free enjoyment of the
radio and television frequencies
allocated to our country pursuant
to the standards and regulations of
International Law.

Havana, 22 May 2003 &

Peace groups mobilise
against usable nukes

The US Senate voted 51 to 43 to lift a ban on research on so-called
“low yield” nuclear weapons, caving in to Bush administration
plans to develop a new generation of “usable” nuclear warheads
as part of George W Bush’s pre-emptive war doctrine.

by Tim Wheeler

The May 20 vote killed an
amendment to keep the ban in place
that Democrat Senator Dianne
Feinstein attempted to attach to the
administration’s US$400 billion
Pentagon budget.

The Senators also approved
US$15 million for research on the
so-called “bunker buster” deep earth
penetrator, a nuclear weapon with
an explosive power six times greater
than the A-bomb that destroyed
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

At the same time, the Senate
voted for a measure that requires
the Energy Department to prepare
for nuclear weapons testing,
ending a decade-long nuclear test
moratorium.

Feinstein told her colleagues,
“This administration seems to be
moving toward a military posture
in which nuclear weapons are
considered just like other weapons
— a usable instrument of military
power like a tank, a fighter aircraft
or a cruise missile”.

The internet grassroots
group MoveOn.org launched an
online petition campaign on May
19 demanding that Congress
reject Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld’s request for funding of
a study of “low yield” or “usable”
nuclear weapons.

In an e-mail message to
millions of supporters, MoveOn.org
founders Wes Boyd and Joan Blades
write, “We now know there are no
weapons of mass destruction in
Iraq.” But the Bush administration
“is pursuing the invention of even
more dangerous portable weapons

including ‘usable’ mini-nukes
that would make arms control
impossible”.

Annoyed by questions
suggesting he has a hidden agenda,
Rumsfeld insisted during a House
Armed Services hearing that the
money is “not to develop, not to
deploy, not to use” the mini-nukes.

Yet Air Force General Richard
Myers told the same hearing that
attacking an enemy’s weapons
arsenals with nuclear weapons
might destroy biological or chemi-
cal weapons “and not develop that
plume that conventional weapons
might do that would drift and then
bring others in harm’s way”.

Lawmakers warned that
Rumsfeld is seeking an opening
wedge to develop, deploy and use a
whole arsenal of nuclear weapons.

While the Senate has now
voted, the MoveOn.org petition
is needed more than ever to exert
pressure to kill the mini-nukes
before final passage.

In his infamous National

Security Strategy, George W Bush
openly advocates use of nuclear
“bunker busters” and other so-called
tactical nuclear weapons as part

of his menacing doctrine of pre-
emptive war.

Democrat Senator Edward
M Kennedy charged that the
administration’s mini-nuke scheme
“jeopardises the entire architecture
of nuclear arms controls so carefully
negotiated by our leaders over our
lifetimes.”

Democrat Senator Jack Reed
said that he will now push an
amendment to block the production
of mini-nukes. Language banning
their production is contained in the
House military authorisation Bill.

Robert Scheer, author of With
Enough Shovels, an exposé of
Ronald Reagan’s crazed Star Wars
weapons-in-space scheme, wrote a
scathing op-ed in the Los Angeles
Times May 13 denouncing Bush’s
drive for use of nuclear weapons.

Scheer charged that “the US
is now using the ‘war on terror’
to pursue a long-held hawkish
Republican dream of a ‘winnable
nuclear war’ as the President’s
father memorably described it to me
in a 1980 Times interview.

“In such a scenario, nukes
can be pre-emptively used against
a much weaker enemy millions
of dead civilians, widespread
environmental devastation and
centuries of political blowback be
damned.”

People’s Weekly World &
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