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Time for a Republic

“The departure of Peter
Hollingworth as Governor
General was long overdue”,
the Central Committee
Secretariat of the CPA said
in a statement issued last
Monday. The statement
went on:

Peter Hollingworth, who should
not have been appointed in the first
place, should have been dismissed
by the Prime Minister when the
report of the Anglican Church
was released confirming that Peter
Hollingworth had retained a priest
in the church who had committed
acts of abuse against children.
Hollingworth hung on for many
months after this exposure as he
and his advisers, particularly Prime
Minister Howard, cast around
to find ways out of the public
condemnation.

The Prime Minister’s state-
ment that Peter Hollingworth had
resigned of his own accord, is
palpably untrue — yet another of
the lies that literally pour from the
Prime Minister. His resignation,
rather than dismissal by the Prime
Minister, was to save the Prime
Minister who had appointed him.

The removal of the Governor
General is a blow against paedo-
philia which, however, continues
to be covered up in “high” places
in society.

Attempts are now being made
in some quarters to whip up
sympathy for Peter Hollingworth.
As usual, the victims of paedophilia
are ignored in the media and by
conservative authorities. However,
the overwhelming majority of the
Australian people reacted strongly
against the abuse of children and
extended their sympathy to the
victims.

Attention is now turning to a
replacement Governor General.

The position should be
abolished as Australia moves to
become a Republic. Instead of a
Governor General, a Head of State
should be appointed who could be
designated as President. The powers
of a future Head of State must be
strictly limited.

We propose that a joint sit-
ting of both Houses of Federal
Parliament choose a new Head
of State and require at least a 75
per cent majority vote. The Head
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Hollingworht’s resignation, instead of dismissal, was to save John Howard

of State must be accountable
to Parliament. This method of
appointment is preferred to make
clear the pre-eminence in our
political system of the Parliament
elected by the people.

It is desirable to make sure that
two, possibly conflicting centres
of power — Head of State and
Parliament — are not created. If the
Head of State is given more than
ceremonial and procedural powers,
this could undermine the role of
Parliament and other democratic
structures of society.

To reflect the democratic spirit
in a Republican Australia, the Head
of State should do his/her job with
less pomp, ceremony and high
living than in the past.

Some continue to assert that
the position of Governor General
is not political. This is a myth.
The role played by John Kerr
in the dismissal of the Whitlam
Government in 1975 and the
objections in conservative political
circles to the many progressive
statements made by Sir William
Deane, the Governor General who
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preceded the appointment of Peter
Hollingworth, confirm the political
role played by Governor Generals.

Hollingworth was appointed
by Prime Minister Howard for his
conservative political and church
views.

The powers at present held
by the Governor General mean
that in certain circumstances the
person holding this position may
decisively affect Australia’s politi-
cal processes.

It is time for a new referendum
on the question of establishing
Australia as a Republic.

We propose a referendum with
three questions: the first to decide
on the establishment of Australia as
a Republic; the second to determine
the method of appointment; and the
third the powers to be vested in the
position.

The Constitution has to be
altered to ensure that the powers of
a Head of State must be clearly de-
fined and limited to ceremonial and
procedural matters with all other
powers being vested in the elected
Parliament. &
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Detention centre
horrors still surfacing

The
depression, self-harm,

recently-revealed overcrowding,
and disastrous psychological

child abuse,

problems at the Woomera Detention Centre, are still
prevalent in Australia’s other centres.

by Peter Mac
The group, A Just Australia, has

pointed out that some 1125 people
are still being detained, including
97 children, in conditions they de-
scribe as “extremely grim”. Seven
children and eight mothers are still
in Woomera, while the fathers are
held separately in South Australia’s
Baxter centre, with only occasional
reunions.

Hundreds of detainees are still
being held in the Nauru* detention
Centre.

Some 450 detainees have
been incarcerated for two years
or longer. About half of them are
from Iran, and at least one has been
detained for three years. Almost all
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the Iranian detainees claim they’d
be at serious risk if forced to return
to Iran.

The Howard Government
has offered them a free flight and
$2000 if they return voluntarily,
but has threatened to return them
forcibly otherwise. However, so far
only two or three are said to have
accepted the offer.

A Just Australia has noted that
little information is forthcoming
from the Government on current
detention centre conditions, and
that almost nothing is known of
the treatment of the inmates of the
Nauru centre in particular.

Continued page 2
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Behind the Liberal and Labor
Party leadership manoeuvres

Tensions within the Liberal and Labor Parties on the future
leadership of these parties continues to simmer among the
party membership and the parliamentary caucuses.

The media has concentrated mainly on the much more
public brawl between Simon Crean and Kim Beazley, but the
conflict in the Liberal Party may erupt just as publicly in the
future.

Liberal Party divisions were revealed by the obvious differ-
ences on Howard’s insistence on going all-the-way with Bush
and the invasion of Iraq and on the question of the Governor-
General. They may also break out over the “free” trade
agreement with the US that would have a very negative effect
on some sectors of Australia’s economy. So far the Howard iron
grip over the Liberal Party leadership and membership has
silenced every public manifestation of difference.

Kim Beazley has made it very clear that he is just awaiting
any slip by Simon Crean to pounce and grab the ALP leader-
ship by default.

But, there is another behind-the-scenes player in this leader-
ship game. It is the United States. The US played a major role
in the dismissal of the Whitlam Government, a role that has yet
to be brought fully into the open. By its training of Labor Party
and trade union leaders at Harvard and in other ways, it has
worked assiduously to have figures favourable to itself in key
positions.

Given the US agenda for more wars in the future, it is vitally
important that Australian Prime Ministers be thoroughly reli-
able and a compliant tool in its hands, willing to do its bidding
on all occasions. Australia is an important strategic base for
the US to be used against the countries and governments of the
Asia-Pacific countries and elsewhere.

The US sees only two such reliable leaders — Howard and
Beazley.

However, Howard is reaching the end of his time and his
most likely replacement is Peter Costello. But Costello has blot-
ted his copy book in US eyes. He was exceedingly slow to give
any endorsement to the US war against Iraq. Furthermore, he
broke ranks again by making critical remarks directed at the
Governor-General’s position when Howard was overseas.

So, Costello would be regarded as unreliable in US eyes and
could not be relied on to give the unquestioning allegiance de-
manded by Bush — “if you are not with us you are against us”.

Simon Crean also showed himself to be less than enthusiastic
about the Iraqi war, despite considerable waffling. He fairly
consistently insisted on a major role for the United Nations
and opposed the invasion of Iraq without UN sanction at a time
when the US wants to ditch the UN altogether. Crean as PM
would also be unreliable in the eyes of the US as they ratchet up
for new wars.

But Beazley is a safe bet for the US. He was not given the
name of “Bomber Beazley” for nothing as Minister for Defence
in the Keating Government. He has been a consistent supporter
of US policies and did not join in any substantive criticism of
the US invasion of Iraq, preferring to remain quietly in the
background.

So, the US has two preferred options — that Howard con-
tinue as Prime Minister for another five years (and he cannot
be sure of winning the next election given the unstable economic
situation and the massive opposition in Australia to war), or, a
Labor Party led by Beazley who would ensure the continuation
of basically the same foreign policies pursued by Howard.

The wider options for the Australian people are either to
remain as a virtual prisoner of US policies with all that that
means in terms of wars of aggression, alienation from our
Asian neighbours and main trading partners, and subjuga-
tion of Australia’s economy to the US through a “free trade”
agreement.

Or, that Australia strike out for an independent foreign
policy, refuse to blindly follow the US into its planned endless
wars, give priority to friendly relations with our Asian neigh-
bours and refuse to be tied hand and foot to the US economy.

US manipulation is an important factor behind the current
leadership manoeuvres.

PRESS FUND

A special report, suppressed for some months by the Howard
Government, reveals that New Zealand has replaced us as the world’s
most popular tourist destination, because Australia is now seen
internationally as an “unfriendly” country. The Guardian needs your
help in order to continue to bring these and many other matters to your
attention, so if you can, please send us a contribution for the next issue.
We offer our sincere thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:

Bert Appleton $40, G Busselman $60, E Durston $5, P Emanuel $50, J
Robson $50, Ray Scott $20.

This week’s total: $225. Progressive total: $5230

AUSTRALIA

Detention centre
horrors still surfacing

continued from page 1

However, the recent ABC Four
Corners program on the Woomera
Centre, which was finally scaled
down (but not completely closed)
last year, provided some indication
of what is likely to be occurring at
other centres.

The program revealed that
for a considerable period after its
opening, Woomera’s 1500 inmates
had been served by three toilets
and five washing machines.

It also included allegations
by former staff and inmates
that Woomera’s managing com-
pany, Australian Correctional
Management (ACM), had delib-
erately understaffed the centre in
order to maximise profits from
the operation, that it had deceived
investigating personnel about its
staffing and operations, and that it
had even made extra profits from
dealing with riot conditions.

A staff nurse’s report on allega-
tions of child abuse at the Centre
was torn up before her eyes. The
Centre manager then demanded
to interview the child, and after-
wards declared that no abuse had
occurred, and that it was all just a
misunderstanding. A staff psychol-
ogist’s report on the matter later
disappeared from the Centre’s files.

It appears that the company
just didn’t want to know about any
shortcomings in its performance at
the Woomera Centre, nor did the
Department.

ACM is now being sued by a
number of former Woomera staff
nurses, who claim that their work
experiences have induced post-
traumatic stress and depression.

ACM, a division of American
prison firm Wakenhutt, runs four
private prisons in Australia, as

well as most of the detention cen-
tres. At the instigation of Greens
leader Bob Brown, Federal police
are now investigating the claims
against the company by its former
employees.

In a lame attempt to excuse
the Woomera crisis, Immigration
Minister Phillip Ruddock declared
that ACM’s management of the
centre was governed by their con-
tract, which stipulated performance
criteria, not staffing levels.

Nevertheless, in humanitarian
terms ACM’s performance was a
total disaster. The contract’s per-
formance criteria appear to have
been defined very narrowly, and
very negatively. For example, if a
suicide occurred, ACM would be
fined. However, as a number of
interviewees pointed out, in other
respects the company’s attitude
seemed to be one of doing what-
ever they felt they could get away
with.

For its part, the Department
of Immigration’s attitude seemed
to be “just leave it to the private
sector, they know what they’re
doing”.

Ruddock also stated that most
of the Woomera inmates had not
been genuine refugees, but later
admitted that 80 percent had now
been found to be genuine. As might
be expected, he also declared that
the abuse allegation was not seri-
ous and had been adequately dealt
with.

And finally, he ignored allega-
tions that his Department had been
advised of critical conditions at
Woomera just prior to last year’s
riots, but that no action had been
taken.

A number of minor parties and
community organisations have now
called for Ruddock’s dismissal.

The Uniting Church and
other community groups have
called for a judicial inquiry into
detainee treatment. However, the
Government has resisted this,
and even if an inquiry were held,
its effectiveness would be com-
promised by the Government’s
imminent deportation of poten-
tial witnesses, particularly the
Iranians.

The national director of
Uniting Justice, Rev. Elenie
Poulos, last week declared that
“the Australian Government has
succeeded in finally breaking
the spirits of people who, until
their arrival here, had managed
to survive conditions we can’t
even imagine. It has succeeded in
destroying all their hopes for better
lives. And with complete con-
tempt for people’s human rights,
it has succeeded in destroying their
mental and physical health.”

Nevertheless, much more
has now emerged about the
Government’s murky detainee
policy, and much more is to come.

* Nauru is one of the Pacific
islands threatened with land
loss or total inundation by sea
levels that are rising because of
greenhouse gas emissions. The
government of the most seriously
affected island, Tuvalu, recently
made approaches to the Howard
government for their tiny popu-
lation to migrate here, in the
event that the island becomes
uninhabitable. The Government,
which refuses to sign the Kyoto
agreement on curbing climate
change, sent an icy reply to the
effect that the Tuvalu people
would have to join the queue
and take their chances, just like
everyone else. &

Journey of Healing

On the day that commemorates the Journey of Healing (Sorry Day)
for the Indigenous peoples of Australia, we are sorry that the land
of the Indigenous Aborigines has been stolen from them. We extend
our sorrow to include the Indigenous nations of Canada, America,
Asia, Africa and the Pacific including New Zealand.

by Vikki John*

The land has been stolen from
all indigenous peoples all over the
world and whilst we at this point
in time focus on “Sorry Day” in
Australian culture, it is pertinent to
realise why we are actually remem-

bering we have a “Sorry Day”
because:

1) the land was stolen from our
Aboriginal peoples;

2) the children of Aboriginal
peoples were stolen from them;

3) our Indigenous Aboriginal

Peace and autonomy for
the people of Aceh

A resolution adopted by a meeting of the CC Executive of the
Communist Party of Australia last weekend condemned the
war launched by the Indonesian Army against the people of the

Indonesian province of Aceh.

“Inevitably, the civilians of Aceh
will become the innocent victims of
this conflict”, said the statement.

“We call for the cessation of
military conflict by the Indonesian
Army and by the military forces of
the Aceh separatists and a return to
the peace process.

“We call for a continuation of
negotiations and a return to the
Agreement reached in Geneva on

December 9, 2002 which provided
for autonomy status within the
Indonesian Republic for the people
of Aceh.

“We condemn also, the attempts
of imperialist countries to interfere
in the negotiations between repre-
sentatives of the people of Aceh and
the Indonesian Government and,
thereby, to break up the territorial
integrity of Indonesia.” &

people were treated as sub-humans
(and as it appears to this day are still
treated as sub-humans);

4) our Indigenous Aboriginal
people to this day never feel that
they belong to our current society.

We question whether, in the
Year 2003, has anything changed?
Has life become better for our
Indigenous Aboriginal peoples?

The many recommendations of
the Aboriginal Deaths In Custody
Royal Commission of Inquiry have
yet to be implemented; as are most
of the 54 recommendations of the
Bringing Them Home report.

We question: When will the
wisdom of all Indigenous peoples
be respected for their inalienable
rights and when will the National
Government of Australia show lead-
ership in bringing the issues home
to the Australian people?

‘We note that the treatment of
Indigenous peoples in Australia has
been appalling and disrespectful.

We call upon the Australian
Government to firstly take the nec-
essary steps in the right direction by
saying sorry and secondly to accept
and immediately implement the
recommendations of the Bringing
Them Home Report.

*National Co-ordinator
Bougainville Freedom
Movement &
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ASIO Bill returns

The Federal Government is now using the climate of fear that it has
deliberately created to reintroduce its “ASIO Bill” to the Senate.
The Government says it needs the Bill to fight terrorism. In reality
the Bill will legalise terrorist acts — by the Government.

The ASIO Bill is part of a
raft of legislation presented to
Parliament during 2002 that stripped
Australians of many of their demo-
cratic rights and freedoms.

John Howard conceded tem-
porary defeat on the ASIO Bill
on December 12, when the ALP,
Greens, Democrats and One Nation
successfully passed 35 amend-
ments to the legislation, resulting
in a Bill that Mr Howard rejected as
“unworkable”.

The Greens and Democrats,
however, then rejected the Bill in
its entirety.

Secret Police

The proposed new laws
will effectively turn ASIO — the
Australian Security Intelligence
Organisation — into a secret police.

ASIO will gain the power to
detain people without charge for up
to seven days.

It removes the right to silence
for people under questioning.

Refusal to answer questions
could lead to five years in prison
and access to a lawyer is limited.
All lawyers must receive a security

clearance before they could repre-
sent clients detained under this Bill.

ASIO would move from spy
agency to secret police. For the first
time in Australia we would have our
own legally “disappeared” people
— detained by a security agency
without knowledge of family and
friends or lawyer.

In such circumstances the door
would be opened to torture.

The use of such powers would
not be restricted to those suspected
of terrorism, but applied to anyone
(including journalists, human rights
workers and activists) whom ASIO
merely thought might have informa-
tion regarding a “terrorist activity”.

Already protected

Legal experts tell us that exist-
ing criminal law is adequate to
address any offences that fall within
any common sense definition of
terrorism.

Possession of firearms and
explosives, aiding and abetting, con-
spiracy, murder and serious injury
are all charges available to police,
with serious penalties attached.

This new legislation is unnec-

Reconciliation Week 2003
Together we are doing it

Reconciliation week marks National Sorry Day on May 26, plus
two very important anniversaries: May 27 — the 36th anniversary
of the 1967 Referendum, ending the formal exclusion of Indigenous
people from Australian society; and June 3 — the 10th Anniversary
of the historic Mabo High Court decision that rejected the notion
that Australia was terra nullius (empty land) prior to white

occupation.

“On this day all Australians
are asked to reflect on the suffer-
ing of Indigenous people and their
families as a result of the forced
removal policies of successive
Australian Governments between
1910 and the 1970s and to take
whatever personal action they can
to promote the cause of reconcili-
ation”, said Rodney Dillon, Chair
of the ATSIC Board Committee for
Culture, Rights and Justice said.

“The commemoration of
Sorry Day and the celebration
of Reconciliation Week is about
more than bridge walks and fine
speeches. It is about this country
collectively committing itself to
overcoming its legacy of racism,
dispossession and Indigenous
disadvantage.”

In a Joint Statement, the
ATSIC NSW Commissioners and
Chairpersons said: “It is unfortu-

nate that as Sorry Day approaches
we are still waiting for an apology
from the Federal Government.”

“And as significant as the 1967
referendum was, let’s remember
that by 1972 NSW Aborigines had
set up a Tent Embassy that stands
to this day as a protest against the
continued marginalisation from
land and Australian civic life.

“After 10 years the Native Title
legislation has been so diluted that
there have been calls for it to be
abolished.

“As we acknowledge these
anniversaries during Reconciliation
Week, we must remind ourselves
that maintaining and enjoying
those rights is the ongoing struggle
but together — we are doing it.”

“Uniting to fight for those
rights and those rights not yet won
is a central platform of what true
reconciliation means.” &

essary and dangerous, and may be
abused to suppress domestic dissent
with government policy.

Greens Senator Bob Brown said,
“The potential for these powers to
be misused is too great. It would be
too easy in the future for the term
‘terrorist’ to be extended to any
groups in Australia which the gov-
ernment of the day did not like”.

There have been three Parlia-
mentary inquiries intensely critical
of the Bill.

Tens of thousands of people have
spoken out against the plan, joined
by hundreds of community organi-
sations, including churches, unions,
environmental, student, legal,
community services and ethnic
community organisations.

The need for security should not
come at the price of those democrat-
ic rights that have been won through
centuries of struggle — nobody
should be detained without being
charged.

This is a violation of our fun-
damental human rights under the
International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, including the right
to a lawyer of one’s own choosing
and the right to be free from arbi-
trary detention.

Defeat it again!

When last debated in Parliament
the Labor Party passed amendments
that merely softened the harshest
aspects of the ASIO legislation.

But the Bill is rotten to the core
and no amount of amendments can
change the dangerous essence of
the Bill.

Labor still supported the
detention of innocent people and
has admitted that their previously
proposed version of the Bill is
not fundamentally different to the
Government’s. &

AUSTRALIA

to Senate

WERE saupmﬁf MESSAGE

&

THEY WOULDN'T HAVE
HEARD IT

Make an urgent appeal to Labor leader
Simon Crean and Labor’s John Faulkner,
Leader of the Opposition in the Senate and
Labor’s spokesperson on Home Affairs.

Demand they reject the legislation in its entirety!

Email: S.Crean.MP@aph.gov.au
write to: PO Box 5295, Clayton VIC 3168
Tel: (02) 6277 4022 Fax: (02) 6277 8495

Email: senator.faulkner@aph.gov.au
write to: Suite 1, 1 Park Ave, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9719 8100 Fax: (02) 9719 8078

Budget cuts hit ATSIC

“The right to self-determination by Indigenous people in Australia
is under attack”, warned the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Commission (ATSIC) in response to the Federal Budget’s devastating
economic and political blows against the national Indigenous
organisation. From July 1, ATSIC will lose most of its staff who
will be transferred to a new government department, Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Services (ATSIS).

The removal of funding respon-
sibility for ATSIC has been made
official in the Budget. The Budget
leaves ATSIC a shell of its former
self, with just 75 staff and a budget
of just $20 million.

The bulk of its former $1.1 bil-
lion budget will be controlled by
ATSIS, which in turn will be con-
trolled by a government-appointed
chief executive, subverting the

Central Coast peace group

Central Coast People for Peace was formed at the end of January.
When the big anti-war march was on, the group organised a vigil
in Terrigal. There were about 2000 people at this first action.

The group now holds a
monthly protest in front of the
electoral office of the Liberal
Member for Robertson, Jim
Lloyd.

On each occasion they also
deliver him a letter with questions
for him to answer.

“We’ll be going back with
more questions every month and
demanding the answers to the last

ones”, said Phocion, a member of
the group.

The group plans to maintain
the pressure on their MP.

The last letter asked some per-
tinent questions of John Howard
and government Ministers who
they said, are not acting in the
interests of a “peaceful, just and
equitable society”.

The areas raised include their

participation in the war in Iraq;
its attitude to the UN; their fail-
ure to assist the two Australian
citizens held without charge in
Guantanamo Bay as prisoners

of the US in contravention of
Geneva Convention; and the situ-
ation in Australia’s prisons and
detention centres.

If you are interested in join-
ing or finding out more about the
group’s actions visit their web
site (www.ccpeople4peace.org).

Everybody is welcome to join
and make their voices heard. &

18 elected board members to an
advisory role. The non-Indigenous
Government appointee will also
usurp the 400 elected regional coun-
cillors: he will be the organisation’s
ultimate authority and have com-
plete control over funds.

Indigenous leaders have lashed
out at the decision.

The peak Indigenous health
body, the National Aboriginal
Community Controlled Health
Organisation (NACCHO), said that
the budget does nothing to improve
the Indigenous health crisis.

It fails to:

+ Fix the chronic undersupply
of health professionals in Aboriginal
health;

+ Improve access to medications
for Aboriginal people in non-remote
areas;

e Establish the NACCHO
national alcohol and other drugs
network;

» Improve the federal hearing
services program to meet the hear-
ing needs of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples.

NACCHO said that although
the release of funds for the Primary

Health Care Access Program is wel-
come, it is not new money but was
flagged in the 2001 budget.

“The Government’s reputa-
tion — and the standing of Australia
internationally — is diminished by
its [government] failure to admit the
extent of the crisis and to address
it”, said NACCHO.

ATSIC Chairman Geoff Clark
recalled the long road that is littered
with cuts to ATSIC funding by the
Howard Government, beginning
with its decision in 1996 to slash
$470 million from ATSIC’s budget.
Such funding cuts forced the closure
of grassroots community services
for women and youth which had
helped communities tackle prob-
lems such as family violence and
substance abuse.

The cuts also shut down pro-
grams which taught Indigenous
people how to manage community
organisations and administer grants.

Mr Clark said that in addition
the position of Indigenous people
has been further downgraded with
the Government’s decision to
appoint a part-time minister “who
is also responsible for the time-
consuming and politically charged
issue of the detention of people
seeking refuge in our country.”

“At this time it is critically
important that Indigenous leaders in
our country unite to defend both our
organisation and our peoples against
these attacks by the Government.”
Acknowledgement: Koori Mail &
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LABOUR STRUGGLES

Federal Budget signals escalation
of war on workers’ rlghts

Unfortunately, much of the discussion about the recent Federal
Budget has focussed on what sort of lunch a $5 a week tax cut might
buy, and the potential for a Federal Liberal leadership change to
leave us with an “Abbott and Costello” government.

by Bob Briton

Far more serious are proposals
that will attack workers’ pay and
conditions and fund changes that
will ensure more of the same into
the future. For most of this year,
Workplace Relations Minister Tony
Abbott has had 15 Bills before the
Parliament that promise to deliver
bigger, easier profits to the bosses
and to tie the hands of unions. The
Budget has been used to good effect
to advance this agenda.

One of the more obvious mea-
sures is to deny access to any of
Australia’s 38 public universities
access to $404 million worth of
Commonwealth capital grants if
they do not force their staff onto
individual contracts (Australian
Workplace Agreements — AWAS).

With these contracts, universities
will be expected to take away their
staff’s rights to take industrial action
and be represented by their union.

Clearly, Abbott has become
frustrated with the slowness of his
plans to de-unionise the workforce
and has taken this opportunity to
press forward. Government policy
papers foreshadow similar treatment
for workers in health and commu-
nity services and in the rest of the
education sector.

The Minister is also revisit-
ing a proposal put to Cabinet last
year to increase the proportion of
Commonwealth public servants
subject to non-union AWAs. Abbott
finds it disappointing that only 1.2
per cent of these employees are
covered by AWAs and that unions

LABOUR NOTES

The NSW Greens have urged NSW Transport Minister Mi-
chael Costa not to cave in to the bullying tactics used by Chris
Corrigan’s Patrick Corp to get its way on job cuts in the State’s
freight rail network. Patrick Corp’s half subsidiary Pacific Na-
tional is trying to implement a single-driver system on the rail
network. “It seems that Pacific National is pushing the NSW
Government to accept the single-driver plan by using Corri-
gan-style tactics: the company is shutting down its rail depot
at Port Botany and putting hundreds more trucks on Sydney’s
already stressed road network”, said Greens MLC Lee Rhi-
annon. This is after the Government has spent $33 million in
freight rail infrastructure. “It seems that the pliable minister
is prepared to compromise rail safety and erode job security
simply to avoid a fight with the waterfront warriors at Patrick.
Minister Costa should do the right thing for rail workers and
public safety, not just pander to the Patrick Corp bottom line
and the strong arm tactics of Mr Corrigan”, Lee Rhiannon said.

The Tasmanian branch of the Australian Workers’ Union
(AWU) reports that seven Tasmanian miners were killed in
five years because of the industry’s failure to fix systemic
problems despite repeated warnings by the union. The report
found the proliferation in individual contracts had led to high
turnover of contract workers and poor self-regulation of occu-
pational health and safety regulations. AWU branch Secretary
lan Wakefield said: “The union can not afford to be silent on
this issue when miners are being killed at work and families
are losing their loved ones. It is time the mining industry
stopped criticising the union for drawing attention to a range
of very serious problems and worked with us to fix them.”

NSW Transport Minister Michael Costa has infuriated Chubb
Rail security guards after announcing to the media that the
guards will be replaced by transit police. The Liquor, Hos-
pitality and Miscellaneous Workers Union (LHMU) which
covers security guards has been trying for the last 12
months to get the State Government to listen to them about
problems on the rail network, but the door has always been
shut tight on them. “We have tried a number of times to put
forward concerns and proposals on safety, training and job
security”, Mark Boyd, NSW LHMU Security Union Assistant
Secretary said. “The union has sent an angry letter to the
new Minister demanding a meeting between him and our
people to truly listen. He should sit down and listen to the
workers on the ground rather than announce, through the
media, that our people’s jobs are going to disappear after
he holds a dud, dummy, inquiry to provide a cover for a de-
cision already made. It is little wonder our people are angry
about the way they are treated. They are at the bottom of
the pay rung; they are given little support and little training.”

have been “misusing” secret ballots
to defend workers’ interests.

It seems that, on a number
of occasions, unions such as the
Community and Public Sector Union
(CPSU) have applied successfully to
the Australian Industrial Relations
Commission (AIRC) to recommend
a secret ballot of employees on their
preferred form of agreement before
the commencement of negotiations.
Not surprisingly, virtually all the
various agencies’ workers involved
wanted unions to negotiate on their
behalf.

“This culture of collective deci-
sion making does not easily co-exist
with the maintenance of profes-
sional standards and responsibility”,
the Minister laments.

Unfair dismissals

The Budget sets aside $16.8 mil-
lion to pay for another 12 Federal
Industrial Relations Commissioners.
They will be needed to handle the
extra caseload resulting from the
Commonwealth’s plans to wrest
nearly all unfair dismissals powers
from the States.

Abbott is looking to use the
“corporations powers” given to the
Commonwealth by the Constitution
to remove the consideration of
unfair dismissal claims of work-
ers employed by incorporated
businesses from the States’ indus-
trial relations systems.

This would leave the states
responsible for about 15 per cent
of workers employed by small,
unincorporated businesses. The
expectation is that the States
would eventually give up on
maintaining their own industrial
relations commissions and hand
the remaining workers over to the
Commonwealth’s “care” in the same
way that Victorian Liberal Premier
Jeff Kennett did in 1997.

Naturally, Abbott is keen to dis-
guise these “reforms” as a perfectly
innocent push for a simplified and
unified system. He loves to taunt the
unions as they resist these moves,
describing them as latter day “states
righters”. The issues at stake, how-
ever, are to do with workers’ rights
to protection from unfair dismissals
and how to keep them out of the
clutches of a minister hell bent on
stripping away all such safeguards.

Regrettably, it looks as if the
Democrats are set to blot their
industrial relations copybook once
more. While the issue has not come
before the Democrats’ party room,
Federal Leader Senator Andrew
Murray favours the overall intent
of the Government’s Termination
of Employment Bill. Most legal
opinion has it that any chal-
lenge from the States against the
Commonwealth’s grab for power
would, most likely, fail.

Also part of Abbott’s “single
national workplace relations system”
drive is a Productivity Commission
inquiry into the possibility of set-
ting up a national framework for
workers’ compensation and the for-
mulation of occupational health and
safety laws.

The Minister’s centralising zeal
had been contained for a while
when a Parliamentary inquiry into
workers’ compensation fraud failed
to produce the evidence needed
to justify his “reforming” touch.
The report of the Cole Royal
Commission into the building
industry — widely regarded as an
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“I've been trying to string two jobs
together to make a living wage."

anti-union witch-hunt — has resusci-

to the practice of what is known as

tated these plans. “pattern bargaining”.
Pattern bargaining involves
’ the simultaneous negotiation of
Workers enterprise agreements in different
Compensation workplaces, and the attempt by

The bosses are keen on this one.
One labour hire firm was quoted in
The Australian Financial Review
last week as looking forward to
reducing their workers’ comp bill
from $15 million to $12 million
under a Commonwealth scheme.
Abbott would have us believe that
these savings would come from
lower costs of administration.

He has further said that opposi-
tion from the different state trades
and labour councils has to do with
an image problem — that their
representation on state workers’
compensation boards is needed to
justify their existence.

He maintains that a “generous
benefit structure” would be avail-
able under his proposals. By the
way, this is the same minister that
claimed that the striking Morris
McMahon employees — expected to
work for between $11 and $12 an
hour without paid breaks — are being
offered a “Rolls Royce” deal from
their employer.

Building industry

The building industry remains
the focus for much of the Federal
Government’s anti-worker push.
The Commonwealth will deny
contracts for the $5 billion a year’s
worth of infrastructure and other
building work to those behind
“building employer-union cartels”.

He is referring to negotiated
agreements that cover the wages
and conditions of all workers on a
site, regardless of which contractor
or subcontractor employs them and

unions to gain uniform basic condi-
tions across the industry.

The Budget will provide $6.9
million to fund an extension of
the interim building industry task-
force until June 30 next year and
another $17 million to carry on
the work started by the Cole Royal
Commission.

The failure of the very first case
arising from the Royal Commission
against CFMEU Victorian Secretary
Martin Kingham has not discour-
aged the Federal Government. It
seems prepared to gamble a lot of
our money on putting the boots into
the unions.

Abbott has already announced
the establishment of the provision-
ally named Australian Building
and Construction Commission to
police unions and workers in the
industry. It will have the power to
compel witnesses to testify, bring
prosecutions, enforce judgements
as well as “police” inner-city build-
ing sites.

In the meantime, the Common-
wealth says it does not want powers
to control executive pay levels,
which have grown from 22 times
average weekly earnings to 74 times
that figure since 1992. An “honour”
system will suffice for them.

Furthermore, the Government
does not appear embarrassed by
Parliament’s own $85,000 per
annum superannuation scheme.
Former National Party Senator Bill
O’Chee was a notable beneficiary
of this selective lack of Federal
Government reforming vigour
when he received a $1 million super
payment at age 35! &

Sydney — An AID/Watchers night
Focus on Ecuador and East Timor

Tuesday 3rd June 7pm
Café Blue (upstairs), 313 King St Newtown

East Timorese activists, from the environmental organisation Haburas Foundation and
advocacy group Sahe Institute, will give accounts of life in Timor Leste post independence.
John Seed, co-director of Rainforest Information Centre will speak about rainforest
conservation in Ecuador and screen Amazon Oil Pipeline — Pollution, Corruption & Poverty
by Ecuadorian activist film maker Juan Pablo Barragan.

For more info visit www.aidwatch.org.au
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Campaign 2003 meets
stiff bosses’ opposition

Bosses have closed ranks against workers seeking to renew more
than 1100 enterprise agreements in the manufacturing sector. The
agreements have been falling due for renewal since March this year
and will all have expired by June. So far, two months of intense
negotiations by the Australian Manufacturing Workers Union
(AMWU) have resulted in only 100 employers signing on.

by Bob Briton

The AMWU has accused
Workplace Relations Minister
Tony Abbott of encouraging
employers to take on the union.
Negotiations have certainly taken
place in an atmosphere of threat
and menace with the Minister and
the Australian Industrial Relations
Commission (AIRC) linking
punitive legal measures to every
mention of industrial action.

Australian Industries Group
(AIG) Chief Executive Bob
Herbert says that “economic
realities” are guiding employers
— code for pretexts to deny the just
demands of their workers.

The fact that many of the
enterprise agreements at issue
affect workers in the automotive
component industry is glossed
over in discussion of these eco-
nomic “realities”. Good news like
an increase in vehicle sales in
April by 2.3 per cent over their
already high March levels is dis-
counted.

But the surplus capac-
ity in General Motors’ facilities
in Thailand was used by GMH as
part of its push to get the AMWU
to drop a claim for a staggered ten-
minute “smoko” or comfort break
during the four-hour shifts.

GMH said it would reconsider
the hiring of between 300 and
1000 staff for a new third shift at
their Elizabeth plant if the workers
pushed ahead with the claim.

The AIG has refused to discuss
an industry-wide framework for
renewing the enterprise agree-
ments in question. This, and
individual employer intransigence,
has obliged the AMWU to resort to
a series of half-day stoppages.

Delegates decided last week
to target 15 workplaces with over
1000 employees each — most of
them in Victoria — in support of a
package of improvements called
Campaign 2003.

Key areas that members want
tackled include agreement to
secure 100 per cent of entitle-
ments, increasing the number of

apprenticeships, wage justice,
shorter hours, regulation of casual
employment and paid maternity
leave.

Specifically, a 36-hour week,
a 13 percent pay increase over
the life of the new agreements and
support for the NEST trust scheme
have been put on the table. While
some employers have come to
agreements on a number of these
claims, the overall stance of the
bosses is one of confrontation.

A number of employers have
taken it upon themselves to distrib-
ute booklets among the workers
seeking to discredit the NEST
scheme favoured by the AMWU.
NEST is an independent, not-for-
profit trust that receives payments
from employees on behalf of their
workers for entitlements such as
annual leave.

The invitation from the AMWU
to employers to come to agree-
ment on the issues still stands.
However, the members are clearly
in no mood to be fobbed off. Last
week, Victorian State Secretary
Dave Oliver had the following to
say: “The resolve of our members
should not be underestimated. We
call upon those employers who are
simply towing the ideological line
to sit down and begin addressing
these key areas immediately.” &

A WIN lose situation

WIN management were seriously rattled by a “Boycott WIN TV
Day” organised by WIN staff and the Community and Public Sector
Union (CPSU). For more than a year CPSU members employed
by WIN Television at stations throughout regional Australia have
been trying to negotiate a simple workplace agreement.

WIN management refuse to
meet with workplace representa-
tives. Despite numerous requests
for meetings and action in the
Australian Industrial Relations
Colmission, and even strike action,
WIN refuse to talk to staff and their
union about an agreement.

WIN’s efforts at burying their
head in the sand and just hoping this
issue would go away have not gone
unnoticed by the general public.
Several hundred people responded
with messages of support for the
WIN TV workers and all prom-
ised not to watch WIN during last
Friday’s boycott.

Examples of messages from the
public include:

* “Good luck with the boycott
WIN workers. I won’t be watching
WIN this Friday and neither will my
family, despite their Friday night
football obsession.”

e “I consider WIN to be an
unfair employer if they won’t
discuss with their staff to have an
enterprise agreement in place. I will
be joining the WIN TV boycott and
will in future avoid WIN TV until
this matter is settled.”

* “T will not watch WIN until
they meet with the union. I have
removed WIN from my remote
control.”

The campaign also has the back-
ing of the union movement, the
ACTU is asking “all workers to sup-
port their colleagues at WIN TV.”

The National Secretary of the
CPSU, Adrian O’Connell, said
that WIN TV management know
they cannot ignore the union any
longer. “When an employer who has
refused to negotiate with the union
starts communicating through their
lawyers you know they are rattled.
There is a very simple solution to

all of this: WIN must come top the
negotiating table.

“We are available to meet them
any place, any time. They have our
number.”

WIN staff are simply seek-
ing a basic agreement that covers
standard issues such as a fair pay
increase, on-call allowances, redun-
dancy provisions and recognition
of multi-skilling. The sort of agree-
ment WIN workers are seeking has
long been common in commercial
broadcasting.

The union points out that wages
at WIN are sub-standard. For exam-
ple, a camera operator’s basic wage
is only $585.80 per week. Yet that
same operator is in charge of light-
ing, sound, shooting and editing and
is on call 24 hours a day, seven days
a week without any extra payment.

According to the company
owner, Bruce Gordon, the WIN
philosophy is “Your community is
very important to us. That’s because
your community is our community
too”. Nice sentiment, until you find
out that Bruce Gordon runs WIN
from his luxury resort home in the
Bahamas. &

Saharawi Woman'’s Tour

The Australia Western Sahara Association (AWSA) is sponsoring a Saharawi Woman'’s Tour of Sydney, Melbourne,
Canberra and New Zealand at which Saharawi spokesperson, Fatima Mahfud will address audiences about the terrible
human rights abuses the people of Western Sahara have suffered at the hands of Morocco since its invasion in 1975.
The Saharawi people have the right to self-determination and the right to live in peace.

Tuesday, 10th June 6-7pm

Sydney Trades Hall — main auditorium
cnr. Goulburn & Dixon St Sydney
Also: John Robertson — Secretary, Labor Council of NSW
Kamal Fadel — Polisario Representative

Entry to information evening by voluntary donation
Please RSVP Paul Reid on 0407 242 092 or email pjreid@bigpond.net.au

AUSTRALIA

“As | see it, when they passed child labor
laws, they were trying to break up the
family..."

Diresco
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It's called “Unfair Dismissal”’ in the Federal Workplace Rela-
tions Act and is supposedly meant as a mechanism to address
the wrongful sacking of workers. Such cases are dealt with at
the state and federal level. Federally, since the legislation was
introduced by the Howard Government in 1996, the Australian
Industrial Relations Commission has handled 54,615 unfair
dismissal cases, with only 179 resulting in workers being
reinstated. No wonder the CFMEU is calling “farcical” plans
by the Workplace Relations Minister Tony Abbott to move all
unfair dismissal cases to the federal level. The union’s Min-
ing Division points out that it took four-and-a-half years for the
case of the unfairly dismissed Blair Athol miners to go through
the federal system, and four years for the cases of the un-
fairly dismissed Hunter Valley and Mount Thorley miners.

For the Howard Government, the announcement by George
W Bush back in 2001 of an “endless war” meant also that
Australia would be endlessly committed to it. So it was
that at a conference last week in Canberra, the Defence
Minister Robert Hill introduced a plan called “Enabling Multi-
dimensional Manoeuvre”. It's about networking the military
through high-technology hardware, and among those in
attendance were such transnational technology defence con-
tractors as BAE, Unisys and Saab. Hill outlined the priority of
the system as ensuring “our own forces are inter-operable
with each other’, and “to ensure inter-operability with the
US” as well as to be inter-operable “in the region” where Aus-
tralia “might lead a coalition”. Against whom, he didn’'t say.

The corporate takeover of Australia’s water is getting
into full swing. National Water Bank, a company chaired
by former federal assistant Treasurer George Gear, in-
tends to buy $27 million of water licences in NSW. Gear
was one of the architects of competition policy (read pri-
vatisation) and now he’s set to reap the profits milking
Australia’s most scarce and precious resource. The com-
pany intends to buy water rights and lease them to farmers.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is that foreign tele-
communications interloper, Optus. Invited in by the Hawk
Federal Government as part of the deregulation of the
sector, including the privatisation of Telstra, Optus was
the biggest phone company among the mobile phone
parasites that attached themselves to Australia’s telecom-
munications network. Ruthlessly anti-union, it has ridden
roughshod over its workforce while pocketing millions from
tax breaks and other government “incentives”. Now it has
told the Government it also wants to pull out of a contrac-
tual agreement to put $40 million a year into services in rural
and remote areas under the umbrella of Telstra’s Universal
Service Obligation. This further exposes the Government’s
lie that Telstra’s full privatisation won’t affect the bush.
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Is there a Communist Party in Iraq? If so, what has it been
doing? The news that the first newspaper to be circulated
in Baghdad after the American occupation was published
by the Communist Party came as a surprise to many.

by Prakash Karat

A brief description of the
stormy and heroic story of the Iraqi
Communist Party (ICP) is given
here. It is only a bare sketch of the
main events, but it should help the
reader to understand the eventful
and tragic history of a Party that
grew to be the largest Communist
Party in the Middle East. It became
the most influential force in the
country at the time of the July 1958
revolution which overthrew the
British supported regime and estab-
lished a republic.

The ICP suffered serious bouts
of repression, the worst being in
1963. No other Communist Party,
with the exception of the Indonesian
Party, faced such brutal terror as the
Party in Iraq.

The saga of the ICP and its tor-
tuous ups and downs is most vividly
and authoritatively documented in
Hanna Batuta’s The Old Classes
and Revolutionary Movements
in Iraq: A Study of Landed and
Commercial Classes and of its
Communists, Ba’athists and Free
Officers (Princeton 1978). This
remarkable book is the basis for
much of the information on the ICP
in this article.

There is an interesting parallel in
the way communist ideas developed
in India and Iraq, both were British
colonies in the 1920s. In both coun-
tries, the anti-imperialist fighters got
inspiration from the Russian Great
October Socialist Revolution.

Beginning

The first intellectual to be
influenced by Marxist ideas in Iraq
was Husain al-Rahhal. His parents
decided to send him for studies in
Europe. He boarded a ship from
Basra that went to Karachi en route
to Europe. Rahhal disembarked at
Karachi and spent more than a year
in India.

It is reported that his stay in
India brought him in touch with
radical ideas which further matured
during his studies in Europe. Like
many Western educated young
people of his generation, the reading

of Labour Monthly edited by Rajani
Palme Dutt, which was available in
Baghdad, helped him to understand
communist politics.

The first Marxist study circle
(Jamati) was set up by Rahhal along
with some of his friends in 1924 and
included Mahmud Ahmad Sayyid,
one of the first novelists of Iraq.

The years 1920-1932 was the
period of direct British rule of Iraq
under the mandate provided by
the League of Nations. It is in this
period that industry and railways
developed throwing up a modern
working class. The first organised
strike was by the railway workers in
1927 and the first union was set up
by the railway workers in 1929.

The ICP was founded in 1934.
It was preceded by the work of
communist groups in places like
Basra in southern Iraq which threw
up the first organiser and outstand-
ing leader of the Communist Party.
His name was Yusuf Salman Yusuf
who came to be known as Fahd
(the Leopard). Fahd was selected
by the Comintern to study at the
Communist University of the Toilers
of the East.

Fahd was arrested in 1933 and
he became the first Iraqi to defend
himself in court as a Communist.

Repression

The Communist Party became
the leading Left force in the country
fighting against imperialism and the
oppression of the feudal landlords.

Right from the beginning, the
fledgling Party had to face severe
repression at the hands of the suc-
cessive Iraqi governments which
were under the tutelage of the
British.

In 1935, the Secretary of the
Party, Asin Flayyeh, was arrested
and the Party’s printing press
confiscated. In August 1937, the
parliament declared communism in
Iraq illegal. The penal code provid-
ed for punishment by death or penal
servitude for life for dissemination
of communism among the armed
forces or the police.

Fahd took over as General

-
The Iraqi people are braced for a prolonged struggle against the occupiers

Secretary of the Party in 1941
and under his leadership the Party
consolidated its organisation and
his activities enhanced its prestige
among the people.

The heroic struggle of the
Soviet people against Nazi Germany
attracted more people to communist
ideology. In 1944 the first Party
conference was held which drafted
the Party’s national charter. This
charter was approved by the first
national congress of the Party in
April 1945. The Congress clected a
Central Committee.

The Iraqi Communist Party
was not based on any single com-
munity or ethnic group. Right
from the outset it attracted the best
men and women from all sections
of the working people and the
intelligentsia.

In the 1940s, the cadres and
leaders were drawn from Arab Shias
and Sunnis and the Kurds were
always a significant proportion.
Members from the minorities,
Christians and Jews (till the *50s)
were found in the leadership. In fact,
Fahd, the most important leader was
of Christian origin.

The Ba’ath Party, which forc-
ibly supplanted the ICP, borrowed
many of the progressive features of
the Communists, though it distorted
them in practice. The only legacy
of the days of the anti-imperialist
struggle which the Ba’ath could not
abandon was the secular character
of the State.

The period 1944-1946 saw the
expansion of trade union activi-
ties and out of the 16 trade unions
formed in this period 12 were led
by the Communist Party. During
this period, the Communist Party
set up its units in Iraqi Kurdistan.
The Party consistently supported
the right of self-determination of the
Kurdish people and later for their
autonomy. The first peasant uprising
against a landed sheikh in the Iraqi
countryside took place in the village
of Arbat in 1947.

The growing activities and mass
influence of the ICP alarmed the
puppet government and their British
mentors. A serious blow was struck
at the Party when Fahd and sev-
eral leaders were arrested in January
1947. They were charged with
conspiring to overthrow the govern-

ment. Fahd and another member of
the Polit Bureau, Zaki Basin, were
sentenced to death. Because of an
international campaign to save their
lives, the sentence was commuted to
life imprisonment.

It is during this period that the
ICP emerged as the key political
force in the country when the great
national uprising known as Al-
Wathbah (the Leap) took place in
January 1948.

The uprising was sparked off
by the signing of the Portsmouth
Treaty between the British and Iraqi
Governments. The treaty continued
to subjugate Iraq with military bases
and other curbs on its sovereignty.

Hundreds of thousands of
people, led by the Communists,
demonstrated in the streets of
Baghdad. Four hundred people were
shot dead in the streets of the city by
police manning machine guns. The
Prime Minister fled the country and
the government was forced to repu-
diate the treaty.

Along with the mass upsurge
came a wave of workers’ strikes
and in April 1948 the historic march
from Haditha oil pumping station by
3000 workers to Baghdad 250 kms
away, electrified the country.

The reactionary government
gradually regained control after
declaring a state of emergency. The
repression that followed saw hun-
dreds of Communists being held
and sentenced in summary trials.

General Secretary Fahd and two
members of the Polit Bureau Zaki
Basim and Al Shabibi who were in
prison were retried and sentenced to
death. Their sentences were carried
out in the middle of the night.

As he was led to the gallows
Fahd declared defiantly that “we
have bodies and thoughts; you
may destroy our bodies but not our
thoughts”.

The bodies of the three leaders
were hung for display in three dif-
ferent parts of the city to terrorise
the people. The repression against
the Communists made the ICP
known as the “Party of martyrs”
and the respect and admiration
of the people for the Party grew
immensely.

Mass struggles

In the early ’50s, the Communist
Party rebuilt itself and a new
youthful leadership took up the
challenge. Another wave of mass
struggles developed culminating in
the Intifada (uprising) in November
1952.

A feature of this was the strug-
gle of peasants against the landlords
under the leadership of the peasant
societies organised by the Party.
The army was called in to suppress
the revolts. At the end of 1954, the
Party decided to organise a national
committee for the union of soldiers
and officers as more and more sol-
diers became politically active in the
mass struggles and movements. The
period up to 1958 saw the steady
ascent of the Party and the growth
of its mass organisations.

Thus the Party was positioned
to be the main force in the revolu-
tionary uprising which took place in
July 1958 that overthrew the hated
puppet regime and saw the national-
ist army led by General Qasim take
power.

By 1959, 250,000 workers had

IRAQI COMMUNIST PAF

joined trade unions; there were 3000
peasant associations in the villages
representing 200,000 peasants; the
Iraqi Women’s League had 20,000
members and the Democratic
Youth Federation 84,000 members.
Significantly, a number of army
officers and soldiers also joined the
Communist Party.

The Communists played a sig-
nificant role in the revolutionary
upheaval of 1958. The Party’s grow-
ing power frightened the new ruling
circles and the national bourgeoisie.
The influence of the Communist
Party was at its height and land
reform measures and labour laws
had to be brought in to meet the
popular demands.

Big demonstrations took place
demanding that the Communists be
included in the new government but
the nationalist army officers and the
bourgeoisie refused to consider such
a demand.

On the Ist of May 1959,
300,000 people marched through
Baghdad raising the demand for
the participation of the Communist
Party in the government. The Party
withdrew the demand to be a part of
the government in July 1959. The
Central Committee took this deci-
sion stating that there were serious
misgivings among various sections
of the bourgeoisie and moderate
forces.

The reformist section in the
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Party leadership prevailed. The
giving up of this demand led to
repression being stepped up against
the Communists. By 1960 a new
round of attacks began.

The Qasim regime refused to
legalise the Communist Party when
it applied for a licence at a time
when all other parties were granted
recognition.

Later the Party recognised
its mistake in retreating from the
slogan of setting up of a revolution-
ary democratic government with
communist participation.

The line of capitulating to
Qasim and the national bourgeoisie
was also adopted because of the
influence of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union (CPSU). It
may be recalled that it was in the
late *50s (after the 20th Congress
of the CPSU) that the Soviet Party
began advocating the line of uniting
with the national bourgeoisie and
undermining the independent role
of the Communist Party. The Iraqi
Party, like many other parties in
the third world, did not escape the
consequences of the Soviet dictated
approach.

The new republic set up in 1958
marked the emergence of the truly
independent state of Iraq.

Qasim, under the influence of
progressive forces, introduced a
whole range of measures that broke
with the old pro-imperialist regime.

Iraq withdrew from the Baghdad
Pact and the British military bases
were vacated, a program of land
reforms and legal rights for trade
unions and other democratic organi-
sations was announced.

An important step taken by
the Qasim Government was to clip
the wings of the Iraq Petroleum
Company which was owned by
the Anglo-American oil compa-
nies. The government decided to
severely restrict the company’s right
to exploitation of the concessions
granted to it.

But a radical regime relying on
communist support was something
that the national bourgeoisie could
not countenance for long. The
Qasim regime weakened itself by
striking at the main pillar of its sup-
port — the Communists.

Qasim became increasingly iso-
lated from other political parties due
to his autocratic ways and the stage
was set for the reactionary coup in
February 1963.

A section of the nationalist
armed forces officers joined hands
with the Ba’ath Party to overthrow
Qasim who was executed. It was
only the Communists who brought
out the people from the slums of
Baghdad armed with sticks to face
the tanks and machine guns. The
resistance to the coup was crushed
by superior military force.

Darkest period

The ousting of Qasim led
to a ferocious bloodbath of the
Communists. It was the darkest
period for the ICP. At least 3000
Communists were executed and
thousands more were jailed.

It is reported that the CIA
handed over lists of Communists
to the Ba’ath leaders and the coup
plotters before the coup began. The
first Secretary of the Party, Husain
ar-Radi, was arrested from his hide-
out. He was brutally tortured for
four days and died without divulg-
ing anything to the torturers.

The terror against the
Communists and progressives in the
days after the coup d’état was worse
than what the Pinochet regime
inflicted upon the Left in Chile a
decade later.

The National Guard of the
Ba’athist Party dragged out
Communists held in detention under
the Qasim regime and shot them.
The Iraqi Communist Party sources
put the number of their members
and supporters killed during the first
three days of the coup at 5000.

Sports grounds, military camps

and schools were turned into con-
centration camps and interrogation
centres for tens of thousands of
people from all walks of life. The
Party had to retreat and set up its
partisan forces in the Kurdish areas.

The Ba’ath regime did not last
long and fell in November 1963.
Those who took over the reins of
power consisted of a coalition of
army officers who were pan-Arab
nationalists and Nasserites™ who
looked to Egypt for inspiration.
The military regime lasted until
1968 when the Ba’ath Party staged
a comeback through a military coup
carried out with the help of a section
of the army officers.

From then onwards the Ba’ath
Party manoeuvred to consolidate
its position while eliminating all
opposition. In its drive for total
hegemony, the Ba’ath Party contin-
ued its repression of the Communist
Party.

The brutal suppression of the
Communists continued until 1971
even though the ICP called for a
constitutional framework embody-
ing democratic principles with free
elections, the solution of the Kurdish
problem based on autonomy and the
abolition of concessions to foreign
companies.

The ICP called for the formation
of a patriotic front of all progressive
forces and a coalition government.
The Ba’ath Party was faced with an
international situation where it could
take steps to break the stranglehold
of the Iraq Petroleum Company.

The necessity to modernise
capitalism required that the oil
resources be used to accumulate
capital. Relations with the Soviet
Union took a new turn when the
Iraqi government sought its help in
oil production and the first agree-
ment was signed in 1969.

After prolonged negotiations in
1971-72 the Ba’ath Party came to
an agreement with the ICP to form
a progressive and patriotic national
front on the basis of a national
action charter. Two Communist
ministers joined the government.

By 1978 the Ba’ath Party turned
against the Communists once again.
It removed all representatives of the
ICP in the patriotic front and they
were arrested. In May 1978, 31
members and supporters of the ICP
were executed on the pretext that
they had set up Communist Party
cells in the armed forces.

Underlying this new attack on
the Communists was the burgeon-
ing oil income after the sharp rise in
oil prices in 1974. An understanding

was arrived at with the Shah of Iran
that helped the regime to stabi-
lise. The Iraqis conceded the vital
Shatt-al-Arab waterway to Iran in
return for an undertaking to close
the Iranian border to the Kurdish
fighters from Iraq and suspension of
military aid to them.

In April 1979, the ICP declared
that the patriotic front had ceased to
be an alliance and had been convert-
ed into an instrument of the Ba’ath
Party. The ICP announced its open
opposition to the Ba’ath regime in
1979, the year Saddam Hussein took
full powers as President. Later that
year the communist partisan units
were set up in the Kurdish areas.

Ever since the Ba’athists came
to power they sought to suppress the
Kurds by military means. Between
March 1974 and early 1975 a large
number of civilians were killed in
the Kurdish areas due to the Iraqi
army operations.

The Iraqi Communist Party
forged an alliance with the Kurdish
Democratic Party and the Kurdish
Socialist Party in 1980 and vowed
to continue the armed struggle
against the regime. Since then, the
Party has been an underground
opposition force having suffered
terrible losses following the policy
of Ba’athisation of Iraqi society
and the establishment of a one-Party
authoritarian regime.

Many years later, when the
US was set to attack Iraq, the ICP
opposed any military interven-

tion by America. Faced with the
prospects of an American invasion
of Iraq, the ICP refused to join the
meeting of the opposition groups
sponsored by the Americans in
London in November 2002 which
was meant to prepare the ground
for setting up a pliant regime after
the occupation of Iraq. The ICP
opposed the Saddam regime and the
American occupation.

As the Iraqi people brace them-
selves for a prolonged resistance
to the American occupation and
the imposition of a puppet regime,
the ICP is once again poised at the
crossroads.

It has to face the challenge of
developing a powerful democratic
resistance to the imperialist occupa-
tion while building the mass base of
the Party. In doing so, it will have
to contend with the Islamist forces
who wish to convert Iraq into a
theocratic state.

The rich and heroic legacy
of the ICP in its first six decades
should stand it in good stead in the
difficult but challenging days ahead.
* Nasser was the President of
Egypt, carried out land reform
against the monopoly owners,
nationalised the Suez Canal
and was one of the founders
of the Afro-Asian movement
which preceded the Movement
of the Non-Aligned countries.
People’s Democracy newspaper
of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) &

The Bush and Sharon

Dispossession plan for Palestinians

United Nations “Partition Plan” for the Palestinians:
You are going to have 47% of the 100% which was

originally yours.

“Oslo Agreement” to the Palestinians:
You are going to have 22% of the 100% which was

originally yours.

Barak’s “Generous Offer” to the Palestinians:
We are going to give you 80% of 22% of 100% of the land,

which was originally yours.

Sharon’s “Peace Plan” to the Palestinians in 2000:
We are going to give you 42% of 80% of 22% of 100%
of the land, which was originally yours, and this 42% will
remain under continuous curfew.

“American Zionists” to the Palestinians:
According to our version of the Bible you are entitled to

Sydney — public meeting
Kassim Abood from the
Iraqgi Communist Party
speaks on Iraq’s Future

Sunday 1st June 2-4pm
65 Campbell Street, Surry Hills

Since its foundation in 1934, the Iragi Communist Party (ICP) has played
a fundamental role in shaping the modern political history of Irag. The ICP
bore the brunt of repression by successive governments, especially after
1963. Despite many losses, the Party remained a leading force in the
fight against the Ba'thist rule. The ICP is today recruiting and building at
an amazing rate, due largely to the huge prestige its enjoys and its deep
roots within Iragi society.

Organised by Communist Party of Australia

Inquiries: (02) 9212 6855 or email: cpa@cpa.org.au

0% of 42% of 80% of 22% of 100% of the land, which was
originally yours.

The “Road Map for Peace” put forward by Bush envisions:
If you stop your resistance to the occupation (which we call
terrorism), and your refugees give up their right of return to
their ancestral homes, and you agree to only elect officials
acceptable to Bush and Sharon, and you agree to lock up
all your resistance fighters, and you agree to drive your
cars only on roads that Sharon assigns for your use, and
you do not object to the wall that Sharon is building, and
you agree not to claim Jerusalem as your capital, and you
agree that your children’s school curriculum only includes
courses and books approved by the Israeli Government,
and you agree not to give birth to more than three children
per family, then Sharon might consider negotiating with
you on the 42% of 80% of 22% of 100% of the land which
was originally yours.

Islamic Association for Palestine (IAP) &
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UN Security Council fails Iruql people

The UN Security Council has adopted by a vote of 14 to 0, with
Syria abstaining, a new resolution on Iraq that is hypocritical,
unprincipled and politically gutless.

In effect, the resolution is a
capitulation by France, Germany,
Russia and China and other Security
Council members, to the military
occupation and colonisation of Iraq
by the US and Britain.

The resolution is a betrayal of
the Iraqi people, papered over by
meaningless phrases about the “right
of the Iraqi people freely to deter-
mine their own political future and
control their own natural resources”,
while “expressing resolve that the
day when Iraqis govern themselves
must come quickly”.

It talks of “equal rights and
justice to all Iraqi citizens” and of
“benefiting the people of Iraq”.

The resolution even talks
about complying with the “Geneva
Conventions” when everyone
knows that these conventions have
been massively violated by the US
and British forces. It does not men-
tion compliance with the Charter of
the UN that has been torn to shreds
by the US-British invasion of Iraq.

Despite the fact that no weapons
of mass destruction have been found
and that Iraq is under military occu-
pation, the resolution says that Iraq
“continues to constitute a threat to
international peace and security”.
Iraq is told that it “must meet its
disarmament obligations”.

The Security Council has
recognised the “authorities, respon-
sibilities and obligations under
applicable international law of
[Britain and the US] as occupying

powers”. In the resolution, they are
recognised as “the Authority”.

This in fact, legitimises the
invasion of Iraq although the UN
representative of the Russian
Federation claims that the resolution
is not to be regarded as legitimisa-
tion of the war.

The UN is to appoint a represen-
tative who is to “work intensively
with the Authority”, that is, the US
and British occupying powers.

Main attention in the resolution
is given to the economic control of
Iraq’s resources, particularly oil,
although it continues the pretence
that this wealth is to be used for the
benefit of the Iraqi people.

A Development Fund for Iraq
has been set up by the US and its
funds are to be deposited in the
Bank of Iraq. But what is not men-
tioned is that the manager of this
bank is an American. His name
is Peter McPherson. He has been
appointed by the US authorities
to control Iraq’s oil revenues and
as manager of Iraq’s central Bank.
McPherson was formerly deputy
US Treasury Secretary and Bank of
America executive.

The Development Fund will be
disbursed “at the direction of the
Authority, in consultation with the
Iraqi Interim administration”. The
reality is that an Interim adminis-
tration has not been set up and its
formation has been delayed until
at least July. Even when an Interim
Administration is formed, it will be

British troops in Baghdad — the UN is complying with the occupiers

under the effective control of “the
Authority”.

The oil for food program is
to be phased out over six months.
Once again, the disbursement of the
money in this fund, estimated to be
about $US10 billion, is handed over
to “the Authority”.

This is Iraqi money but it is

Vieques:

Cancer rates blamed on navy

The 9100 residents of the offshore island of Vieques, where for six
decades the US Navy bombed, stored and burned weapons, are
27 percent more likely to have cancer than other Puerto Ricans,
according to a study released by the commonwealth’s Health

Department.

Cancer patients in Vieques,
where about 40 new cases are
diagnosed each year, also are
more likely to die, a trend health
officials hope to reverse with more
preventive-medicine and early-
detection programs, said Puerto
Rico Health Secretary Johnny
Rullan as he laid out the statistics.

“Our goal now is to catch the
cancer when it’s still localised
in one part of the body, before it
spreads”, Rullan said. “And while
we try to find out what the causes
are, we have to work on the other
diseases as well, and quickly.”

To reach its conclusions, the
Puerto Rico Health Department
conducted an 18-month house-
to-house census across Vieques
to determine the island’s cancer
rate of 341 cases for every 10,000
residents vs 270 cases per 10,000
on the main island. A smaller sam-
pling concluded Vieques has higher
instances of asthma, diabetes and
hypertension than Puerto Rico as
a whole.

The Department was concerned
about cancer that served as the
rallying cry for activists who cam-
paigned for years to force the Navy
to cease bombing and leave the
land it had controlled on the tiny
island since World War II. Those
activists contend there is a definite

link between cancer on Vieques
and the military operations.

Navy officials, who repeatedly
have said there is no link between
military activities and any illnesses
on the island, could not be reached
to comment on the study.

On May 1, the Navy handed
over the 15,500 acres, including the
bombing range, on the eastern side
of the island to the US Department
of the Interior to establish a wild-
life refuge. The military gave up
another 8000 acres on the west side
two years ago. Since the late 1930s,
the island’s civilian population has
been sandwiched in between.

Shortly after two wayward
bombs killed a civilian security
guard near the target range and
set off the Vieques controversy in
April 1999, the Navy was forced
to admit that it improperly used a
few hundred bullets coated with
depleted uranium.

The substance, a carcinogen
that remains radioactive for 4.5 bil-
lion years, allows bullets to pierce
tanks. Many of the bullets were
never found.

These shells, first used in the
1991 Persian Gulf War, release
microscopic particles. Iraqi doctors
blame the substance for a signifi-
cant increase in cancer and birth
defects in the Gulf region.

In the 1990s, the Navy reported
levels of arsenic, cadmium, chro-
mium, lead, manganese, mercury
and other heavy metals associated
with weaponry sometimes hundreds
of times above limits set by the
Environmental Protection Agency.
These metals can remain in human
tissue for years, and prolonged
exposure to some of them has been
linked to cancer.

More detailed comparative
studies during the next two years
on soil, groundwater, behaviour
and lifestyle, genetics, plants,
trees, fish, and radiation levels will
try to determine distinguishing pat-
terns that can help point to causes.
But residents are convinced that
exposure to carcinogens in the food
chain and particularly the air are to
blame for the statistics cited in the
Health Department report.

Although studies are far from
complete, health officials noted
that colon cancer in women and
lung-cancer rates are higher in
Vieques than in Puerto Rico, even
though both populations smoke
at similar levels. Rullan said he
has decided to test all children in
Vieques for heavy metals and then
broaden the effort to adults.

“What’s important here is
that we’re not going to aban-
don Vieques”, Rullan said. “We
always said that if the Navy
leaves, that to us was irrelevant.
We have to increase the health
services there, and that’s what
we’re doing.”

Knight Rider Newspapers &

going to be plundered by the US
and British colonialists and even by
the UN. The UN’s “projected costs

. for the implementation of the
program both at headquarters and
in the field” will be taken out of the
“oil for food” money.

All money from the sale of Iraqi
oil is to go into the Development
Fund, “until such time as an interna-
tionally recognised, representative
government of Iraq is properly con-
stituted”.

There are no time limits
imposed for the creation of a “dem-
ocratic” government, for the ending
of the US and British occupation,
or restriction on the establishment
of military bases on Iraqi territory.
Permanent bases are already being
constructed.

In all respects, “the Authority”

has absolute power and the role for
the UN is a sick joke. The resolu-
tion further weakens the prestige
of the UN and undermines its ability
to be able to take effective action to
protect the people of any country,
including those of the governments
that capitulated before US and
British military power and voted for
this deplorable resolution.

Step by step, the United Nations
is being undermined by the gov-
ernments of the big powers whose
opportunism and lack of principle
are again on display in this resolu-
tion. It is not the fault of the UN as
an institution although it has many
weaknesses. The world needs a
body such as the UN but govern-
ments are betraying the hope and
trust placed in the UN by the people
of the world. @&

Indigenous peoples
demand compensation

Indigenous leaders who gathered at the United Nations on May
17 to discuss ways to protect their culture and environment are
demanding that multinational corporations accept legal responsibility
for practices that destroy Indigenous lands and lifestyles.

Leaders of the world’s 350 mil-
lion Aboriginal peoples meeting at
the UN and representing territories
from the Himalayas to the Amazon
rainforests have told countless sto-
ries about how oil, gas, lumber and
mining projects by multinational
firms, and in some cases by national
governments, continue to pose
threats to the survival of their com-
munities.

Victoria Tauli, of the Indigenous
Peoples Caucus on Sustainable
Development — one of the 1500
activists gathered at the meet-
ing — said, “one would think that
industries on indigenous lands were
meant to bring development and to
reduce poverty, but what they have
brought is more poverty.”

Leaders of Nigeria’s
Partnership for Indigenous People’s
Environment said that the Ogoni
people’s ancestral lands in that
African nation have been devastated
by oil drilling and spills, and that

transnationals should be held legally
accountable.

Activist Nana Akuoko Sarpong,
of Ghana, noted that trees in tropi-
cal forests that sometimes take 200
years to mature are felled at the
stroke of a chainsaw.

The World Bank earlier this
week launched a $700,000-fund
called the “Grants Facility for
Indigenous Peoples”, which was
expected to provide up to $50,000
for projects on development themes
recommended by the UN.

But indigenous leaders called
the fund “a cruel joke”, noting
that many of the World Bank’s
officials earn more money than
that every year, and that the finan-
cial institution has lent millions
for projects that have destroyed
Indigenous communities and their
environments. They demanded
that the World Bank also address
the issue of compensation for that
devastation. &
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In the land of the “free”:
Texas Democrats defy

power grab

The power grab by President George W Bush, his advisor Karl Rove,
and US Majority Leader Tom DeLay to redraw Texas congressional
districts in order to send up to seven new right-wing extremists to
the US House of Representatives suffered a serious setback when
53 Democratic lawmakers on May 12 boycotted the Texas House

of Representatives.
by Jim Lane and Jeremy Ryan

The legislators left Texas
and went across the border to
Oklahoma, where they vowed to
stay until Texas House Speaker Tom
Craddick withdraws a redistricting
bill that would reduce urban and
rural representation, significantly
strengthening the affluent suburbs.
They thereby deprived the House of
a quorum.

The Texas Democrats in a joint
statement said, “We did not choose
our path, Tom DeLay did. We are
ready to stand on the House floor
and work day and night to deal with
real issues facing Texas families.

“At a time when we are told
there is no time to deal with school
finance, and when we must still
resolve issues like the state budget
crisis and insurance reform, the fact
that an outrageous partisan power
grab sits atop the House calendar is
unconscionable.

“By our actions today, we are
fulfilling our responsibilities to
our constituents and upholding the
oaths we took to serve the people of
Texas”, the statement said.

“The redistricting plan sched-
uled today before the Texas House
of Representatives is the ultimate in
political greed: it is undemocratic,
unjust and unprecedented. It’s a
power grab by Tom DeLay, pure
and simple.

Stream of protests

A steady stream of protest has
hit the Texan Capitol focusing on:

* Budget cuts of practically all
state services;

* Calculated destruction of the
public educational system by dis-
mantling school finance structures,
drastically cutting funds, and push-
ing vouchers and privatised school
schemes;

* Outright attack on health care
for the poor, disabled, and work-
place accident victims;

* Outright attack on unions;

+ Curtailment of every Texan’s
right to sue and win damages.

The labour movement has
fully mobilised behind the Texas
Democrats. Texas AFL-CIO
President Joe Gunn heaped praise
on the House members who left
town to break a quorum. He said,
in a press statement, “They are
resisting an unprecedented partisan
power play that has run roughshod
over the needs of Texas”.

In a well organised effort, House
members left town and sent letters
to Craddick advising him that they
would be absent until further notice
and that he should lock the voting
devices at their chairs on the House
floor. Craddick had a fit.

He locked the doors of the
House chambers and wouldn’t let
the Republican members and the
three Democratic members who did
not participate in the walkout leave.

When the Democratic legis-
lators were found in Oklahoma
Texas Department of Public Safety
(DPS) troopers were dispatched to
bring them home. But the wayward
legislators refused to return. DPS
troopers had surrounded the hotel
where the lawmakers were stay-
ing but Oklahoma Governor Brad

Henry, a Democrat sympathetic to
the walkout, sent Oklahoma state
police to stand between the legisla-
tors and DPS troopers.

Fascist tactics

Craddick and Texas Governor
Perry, another extreme right winger,
resorted to fascist-like tactics to
intimidate the legislators and their
supporters. DPS troopers in Texas
put the families of the absent
legislators under surveillance.
Associated Press reported that
Texas Rangers visited the hospital
where the premature twin infants
of Representative Craig Eiland, (D-
Galveston) were staying. When they
didn’t find him there, they went to
his home at 10:30 at night, after the
news services were reporting that
the Democrats had been found in
Oklahoma.

It was also reported that
Republicans explored the possibility
of using the Patriot Act to arrest the
lawmakers as terrorists.

The Democrats do not stand
alone in their actions. Newspapers
across Texas called for the
Republican redistricting plan to be
scrapped.

“The map finally kicked out of
Crabb’s committee ... is a textbook
example of everything wrong with
the redistricting process. It was
largely done in secret”, stated the
Waco Tribune Herald.

“At a time when Texas is grasp-
ing for pennies to immunise Texas
children, legislators don’t need
to waste resources giving booster
shots to political power plays”, the
Houston Chronicle said.

A similar power play by redis-
tricting is also taking place in
Colorado.

People’s Weekly World, paper of
Communist Party USA. &

Bring Indonesian war criminal to trial

On the first anniversary of East Timor’s independence, (May 20,
2003), the International Federation for East Timor (IFET) urged
the UN Security Council to establish an international tribunal to
try the masterminds of war crimes and crimes against humanity

committed in the territory from 1975 to 1999.

In an open letter to council
members, IFET called a tribunal
“essential to punish past violence
and deter future violence against the
people of East Timor and Indonesia
and against UN personnel”.

Indonesia has established an
Ad Hoc Court on Human Rights
for East Timor, and verdicts in its
last trials are due shortly, in order to
deflect moves to establish an inter-
national tribunal.

But Indonesia has failed to
“overcome [the court’s] inherent
flaws”, IFET wrote, citing numerous
criticisms by UN officials of the ad
hoc court. East Timor’s leaders have
urged the international community
to take primary responsibility for
judging crimes against humanity
committed in East Timor.

Moreover, noted IFET, “[an]
international tribunal is not only

a matter of justice for the people
of East Timor”. The letter pointed
out that Indonesian security forces
committed the crimes as Indonesia
defied multiple UN resolutions and,
in 1999, sought to undermine a UN
operation.

“Many of those accused of
abuses continue to occupy positions
of responsibility in Indonesia”, IFET
wrote. The letter cited the example
of Major General Adam Damiri,
who missed a recent session of his
trial before Indonesia’s ad hoc court
because he was involved in prepar-
ing military operations in Aceh.

On Monday, Indonesia launched
a military assault against the war-
torn province. It was the largest
attack by Indonesia since the 1975
invasion of East Timor.

The letter concluded that

East Timor’s “reconciliation with

Indonesia is ... hampered by the fail-
ure to bring to justice the Indonesian
military, political, and police lead-
ers who planned, organised and
commanded the terror campaign in
1999 and who ordered the invasion,
occupation and destruction in East
Timor.”

Finally, IFET called on the
Security Council to extend the
mandate of the Serious Crimes
Investigation Unit (SCU) and its
special courts. IFET said the “work
of the SCU would serve as a solid
basis for an ad hoc international
tribunal”.

The SCU has issued sev-
eral indictments of ranking
Indonesian officials for crimes
committed in 1999. Among those
indicted are General Wiranto, the
former Defence Minister, and two-
thirds of those indicted by the SCU
are believed to reside in Indonesia,
which refuses to extradite anyone to
East Timor.

IFET was formed in 1991 to
support East Timor at the United
Nations. It has 35 member groups
from 20 countries. &
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NORWAY: Norwegian police said that comedian Otto Jes-
persen is facing a charge of insulting the US flag after burning
the stars and stripes on national television. If convicted, Otto
Jespersen and the television editor could face up to a year in
prison or fines. Police said that the ban on flag burning dated
back to a 1933 conviction for insulting Germany’s nazi flag.

CHINA: A prominent Western investment banker believes
China’s economy could end up benefiting from the recent war
on Iraq. Companies and investors from the Middle East are
scouring China for investment possibilities, as they try to di-
versify away from United States markets for political reasons”,
said Gary Coull, executive chairman of investment bank CLSA.

JAPAN: A nation-wide anti-nuclear peace march began on May
6, in Tokyo. About 800 people attended a ceremony in Tokyo to
start the march to Hiroshima, the first city to experience a nu-
clear attack. The peace marchers were divided into 11 groups
taking different routes covering all 47 prefectures during the
next three months. Hiroshima will be the venue for the 2003
World Conference against A and H-bombs in August. After the
ceremony the participants took their first step toward Hiroshima
in front of the Daigo Fukuryu Maru (Lucky Dragon #5), a tuna
fishing boat which was exposed to fallout from a US hydrogen
bomb test explosion at Bikini Atoll in the South Pacific in 1954.

BRITAIN: Two years ago a Liverpool woman complained
to Tony Blair after she had waited for eight hours on a hos-
pital trolley for treatment. At the time Tony Blair assured
her it would never happen again. Last week she had to
go to hospital again — this time she had to wait 30 hours.

USA: The United States Supreme Court has rejected an
appeal by a group of clergy, lawyers and professors who
challenged the detention of hundreds of captives from the
Afghan war at a US military prison in Guantanamo Bay in
Cuba. No explanation or comment was given for the rejection.

PHILIPPINES: US President Bush designated the Philippines
as a “major non-NATO ally” during a joint press conference
with Philippine President Gloria Arroyo during her US visit.
The move makes the Philippines eligible for more US arms
and other defence co-operation and puts the country on the
same footing as countries like Israel, Egypt and Australia in
terms of US military ties. Bush said the two leaders agreed
to deploy an unspecified number of US troops to “support”
operations against Abu Sayyaf rebels in southern Philip-
pines. President Arroyo was a staunch supporter of the US
war against Iraq and has allowed US troops to return to
the Philippines as “advisors”, despite the domestic oppo-
sition and the unconstitutional character of her decision.
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The US dollar suffers
collateral damage
from the Iraq war.

Washington Post April 17, 2003
said: “US is waging a war and
the Federal Budget slides deeper
into deficit”.

In the same article the US
Senate Finance Committee, alarmed
at President Bush’s proposal for tax
cut of US$915 billion, demanded a
ceiling of tax cuts of US$580 bil-
lion. The cost of the war up to a
certain stage was US$350 billion
but it will be much more.

Other factors have undermined
the dollar. The latest trade deficit
was a record US$735 billion.

Since Bush became President
there have been two million jobs
lost, a 35 percent increase in unem-
ployment; collapse and scandal
of Enron, WorldCom and Harkin;
airspace companies gone out of
business; at least a 35 percent fall in
the stock market.

Overshadowing all that is the
unpayable Federal Government
debt of US$62 trillion accumulated
from excessive armaments and war
spending.

Three months ago 98 US cents
could buy a euro; now it costs
US$1.17 to US$1.20, a 20 per
cent fall. The West Australian May
12, 2003, reported a rise in the
Australian dollar to 64.58 US cents,
an increase in value this year of 15
per cent against the U.S. dollar,
whose value has been falling.

Nearly all Europe has taken the

euro as their currency. Iraq, Russia,
Venezuela, North Korea and China
are buying into euros and getting
out of dollars and US bonds.

If OPEC, Oil Producing
Exporting Countries decide to set
their price of oil in euros and drop
the US dollar, that would further
destroy the dollar.

It would accelerate the econom-
ic crisis of USA and have worldwide
repercussions. The US dollar and its
economy will be victims of the war
in Iraqg, a war they cannot win.

Vic Williams
Perth, WA

Beattie out of touch

Premier Beattie is sadly out of
touch on the issue of class sizes
in schools and must realise we
are lagging behind a number of
other States.

The Premier’s recent public
comments that we are supposedly
better than the national average on
this issue are confusing and mis-
leading.

In Queensland we unfortunately
have over 2500 oversized classes,
which means more than 50,000
students are learning in crowded
conditions. These statistics are based
on the Government’s own figures.

A number of other States,
including New South Wales, have
made progress on class sizes while
the Beattie Government has stub-
bornly refused to lower maximum
targets in Queensland.

For example, the New South
Wales Government recently
announced a four-year plan to
reduce kindergarten classes to 20,
Year 1 classes to 22 and Year 2
classes to 24.

Queensland’s target of 25 in
preschool to Year 3, 30 in Years 4-
10 and 25 in Years 11-12 are more
than 20 years old and need to be
urgently revised.

Is it too much to expect that the
State Government stops misleading
the public on this issue and starts
taking action that will benefit our
students?

Julie-Ann McCullough
President, Queensland
Teachers’ Union

Must keep the
system going

Jo Donleavy (Letters, The
Guardian 7/5/03) issues a timely
warning that needs constant
repetition to keep people aware
all the time of what they are
confronting. Fascism is not a
figment of imagination — or of
the past but a reality of today.

As has been pointed out, a
long time ago and proved correct
— monopoly capitalism reaches its
peak and final stage in fascism and
in this case of the greatest of the
capitalist states, the fascist rule will
be “greater” than previous ones.

It will have “learned” from the
“weaknesses” of previous fascist
states and will be more ruthlessly

brutal than ever — inconceivable as
it may seem.

As Jo has stated the legislation
is already there — the majority of
the anti-terrorist (fascist) legisla-
tion having already been passed
federally — and in the case of
the ASIO Bill still held up in
the Senate — the NSW “Labor”
Government has obligingly opened
a back door method for the Howard
Government with its passage of
laws giving greater powers to
police and other law enforcement
agencies — including the position of
the State Attorney-General as the
virtual Gauleiter of NSW!

What are capitalist parties for if
not to help one another when they
come up against a sticky spot. Must
keep the capitalist system going.

Terrorism

Opposition leader Simon Crean
is right when he says that our
involvement in the war in Iraq has
increased the risk to Australia and
Australians of a terrorist attack. But
he did not mention the obvious solu-
tion — withdrawal from the military
alliance with the United States of
America.

The Howard Government’s
awareness of this danger is borne
out by the new powers for the secret
police, the anti-terrorism laws, the
increased funding for spies, assas-
sins and secret police, increased
security on the waterfront and the
recall of reservists for guard duties
and crowd control.

Will they wear black shirts or
brown shirts with their jackboots?

Bert Appleton Col Friel
Killcare Hts, NSW Alawa, NT
Melbourne

YORTA YORTA BENEFIT GIG

Trades Hall Ballroom & Bar
Saturday 31st May from 7pm

Help the Yorta Yorta to send a delegation to the United Nations

Features: Vika and Linda * Shane Howard + The Dili Allstars ¢
King Kadu & Lou Bennett « The Torch Project « Spare Change
Society (featuring Little G) « Istvan Danko * DJ Datt Kidd

Tickets at the door just $20 full or $12 concession

Supported by the Yorta Yorta Nation, Friends of the Earth, and
Australians for Native Title and Reconciliation

Ph: (03) 9419 3613 email: antarvic@nativetitle.org
http://www.nativetitle.org
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Pentagon’s
little baby

Do they think people are stupid?
Or just gullible? Or maybe
both?

by Rob Gowland

These are the questions that
immediately spring to mind when
you read about the Pentagon’s latest
venture into creating a paranoid
science-fiction future right here on
Earth, today. It’s called the Total
Information Awareness Program.

This little baby is an elec-
tronic “data-gathering” scheme that
dwarfs anything ever dreamed of
before. Developed and run by the
US Defence Advanced Research
Projects Agency (DARPA), it
involves “new software data-mining
tools capable of giving US agents
fingertip access to government and
commercial records from around the
world that could fill the Library of
Congress more than 50 times” (as
the British Guardian reported on
May 20th).

“The amounts of data that will
need to be stored and accessed will
be unprecedented”, says DARPA
proudly. In fact, the data will be
measured not in kilobytes (1,000
bytes of information) or even in
megabytes (one million bytes) but
in petabytes — a mind-numbing
quadrillion (or a thousand million
million) bytes.

DARPA is right: that’s a lot of
information. The English Guardian
notes that “among the largest data-
bases on the Internet is an archive
of the last five years of Web pages”
[that’s everybody’s web pages
apparently]. But this huge database

only consumes about one-tenth of a
petabyte.

For the spooks in the various
and surprisingly numerous US intel-
ligence agencies, DARPA’s project
must be something about which
they have dreamed for decades: the
ability to sit in the safety and com-
fort of head office and, by using a
computer keyboard and a monitor,
dip at will into the computerised
records and systems of any institu-
tion or individual in any country of
the globe.

They will be able to track
people’s movements without leav-
ing their office, examine their air
travel, their hotel bookings, their
financial dealings, their magazine
subscriptions, their membership in
organisations, their phone calls and
a thousand and one other things that
are kept on centralised computer
files.

They are looking to develop
computer programs that will auto-
matically pick up and make links:
two people they are interested in,
flying in to the same city within
days of each other, or being mem-
bers of the same organisation, or
phoning the same number.

And of course, they hope by
these computer-generated con-
nections to pick up new people in
whom to be interested. Guilt by
association will assume an even
higher significance than it has now.

That this brave new data gather-
ing project involves blatant spying
on just about everybody has not
fazed the US authorities at all. They
simply assume that we’re all cool
with that (and if we’re not, well,
tough).

Curiously, US legislators seem
to be cool about all the foreign
spying that will be involved, but get
their knickers in a twist about this
“data gathering” being carried out in
the US too. That might not sit well
with the voters at home, it seems.

So Congress dug its heels in,
and earlier this year barred the use
of the new electronic snooping
system against American citizens

TS TRUE, | TELL Youl

“pending further Congressional
review”. That shouldn’t make too
many Americans sleep easy in their
beds, however.

The CIA has operated within
the USA for years despite being
barred from doing so (it’s supposed
to operate only outside US borders).
The FBI was ordered by Congress
to end the COINTELPRO program
of frame-ups and provocations
against civil rights and environmen-
tal activists, but that august “law
enforcement” body somehow just
couldn’t see the point. So it didn’t
stop its illegal acts.

To relieve the pressure on
Congress, the highly paid spin doc-
tors at the Pentagon (the products
of some of the finest universities in
the land) came up with the idea of
changing the name of the project.
Yup, a little obfuscation was deemed
to be the ticket.

The Total Information Aware-

THEYRE SPYIRC ON ME |

ness Program being apparently
considered to be just a little too
frank about scope of the Pentagon’s
ultimate aim, the program has been
cunningly rechristened the Terrorist
Information Awareness Program.
No, seriously, that’s what they’ve
called it.

It must have seemed like a
masterstroke to the spin doctors: it’s
even got the same initials, and no
one can object to gathering informa-
tion about terrorists. If they do, you
just say that they must be terrorists
too.

But to any thinking person it’s a
joke. As its original name indicated,
it has nothing whatever to do with
combatting terrorism.

On the other hand, as a tool
for state terrorism it will no doubt
prove of great use. Do they really
think people are that stupid or that
gullible that they’1l cop this sort of
insulting nonsense lying down?

oM, OH,
ED'S GDING NUTSI

Apparently they do. Or they
are so carried away with their own
power that they just don’t care what
people think.

DARPA is the outfit that
originally created the Internet. That
project got away from the US mili-
tary to become a marvellous tool in
the hands of the people.

The cost of this new project
will be measured in petadollars.
With the US economy already in
deep crisis, the wealth that will
pour out of the public purse and
into the coffers of the IT corpora-
tions will spell the death knell for
yet more health, welfare, public
education, housing and other social
programs.

The people of the USA are
not stupid. They know the Total
Information Awarness Porgram is
aimed at them as much as anyone.
Because, in a nutshell, it’s aimed at
everyone.
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For over 3000 years the name and
image of the pharaoh Hatshepsut
the Great were banned from the
official history of Egypt. For
Hatshepsut, who ruled Egypt
for 22 years, was a woman.

The widow of Tuthmosis 1I,
Hatshepsut was not the only woman
to become Pharaoh: there were also
Arsinoe 11, Berenice II and Arsinoe
III. To be accepted Hatshepsut had
to dress as a man and be portrayed
as a man in statues and paintings.

Nevertheless, she carried out
an ambitious building program,
constructing and beautifying new
temples and obelisks, and led
Egypt’s armies to war.

The new two-part series by
directors Michael Gregor and
Wolfram Giese The Queens Of The
Nile (SBS 7.30pm Sundays), uses
interviews with archaeologists and
Egyptologists, as well as excava-
tion photographs and sophisticated
computer-generated reconstructions
of the historic temples, to trace
the long-forgotten history of these
female pharaohs.

The documentaries recount their
rise and fall from power, as well
as tracing the current day archaeo-
logical search for relics and further
information about their lives.

From Egypt, to Palestine and

an interesting documen-
tary double-bill: both films are from
Israel, both are about the Jenin refu-
gee camp massacre in April 2002.
Their points of view, however, are
diametrically opposed.

First up is a half-hour program
that pushes the official Israeli line,
as reflected in its title, The Battle
Of Jenin (SBS 8.30pm Sunday).
For the Israelis, this attack on a ref-

ugee camp had the grandiose name
“Operation Defensive Shield”.

In typical fashion, an Israeli
soldier claims the objective of the
attack was to try to find weapons
and laboratories that manufacture
explosives, and to arrest terrorists.

The Israeli soldiers deny any
wrongdoing, saying the army con-
tinually asked people to leave their
homes (before they were bulldozed),
that there was no random firing. A
bulldozer operator says that bull-
dozers were only used on houses
from which there was gunfire and
that were unoccupied by civilians.

But the second, hour-long
documentary, Jenin, Jenin (SBS
9.05pm Sunday), tells a different
story. Arab eyewitnesses from the
camp tell of bodies deliberately
mashed by being repeatedly run
over by tank tracks, of the deliber-
ate, careful shooting of women and
children, of houses collapsed on
their inhabitants, of random execu-
tions and deliberate acts of terror by
the Israeli soldiers.

Jenin, Jenin was made
by Israeli-Arab actor-director
Mohammed Bakri. Significantly, it
has been banned in Israel, the first
film to be so singled out for 15
years.

he Inquisition was not

something that only hap-
pened in Spain or that ended half
a millennium ago. The Inquisition
continues today, although in the
1960s its name was changed to
the more innocuous-sounding
Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith.

Today it is the central institution
of the Roman Catholic Church. Its
Prefect, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger,
is a leading proponent of the
Church’s most reactionary positions
in regard to Communism, AIDS,
women in the priesthood, etc.

The Secret Inquisition (SBS
7.30pm Tuesdays) is a new three-
part series based on the book of
the same name by Professor Peter
Godman. It also takes advantage
of the opening by the Vatican in
January 1998 of the secret archives
of the Inquisition.

Countless mysteries and enig-

Sydney
No US-Australia Free Trade Agreement!
Rally Against Trade Minister Mark Vaile!
Breakfast speech by Mark Vaile, to the Aust Institute of Export
Friday 30th May 30, 7am- 9.30am

The American Club 131 Macquarie Street, Sydney

Bring placards, banners, noisemakers and your family and friends
Help stop a Free Trade Agreement which will benefit few & hurt many

The US Government and US corporations have targeted important Australian
social and environmental policies as “barriers to trade” to be abolished or
changed in this Free Trade Agreement. They include: The Pharmaceutical

Benefits Scheme; Essential services like health, education and water;

Australian content rules in film, television and music; Labelling and regulation

of genetically modified food; Australia’s quarantine standards.

Further info call: Marina Carman at Global Justice Sydney on 0414 788852
or Kate Walsh at Aid/Watch on 02 9557 8944

Or visit: www.aftinet.org.au or www.globaljustice.cat.org.au or www.aidwatch.org.au

mas of 500 years of world history
lie concealed in the Palace of the
Holy Office, the headquarters of
the Roman Inquisition, which was
initiated in 1542. The archives are
the repository where trial files, let-
ters and countless notes on popes
and heretics, spies and informers,
inquisitors and persecuted thinkers
are stored.

This week’s episode, Flames
of Faith, carries us back to the first
century of the Roman Inquisition,
from its beginnings in 1542 to 1600,
the year the philosopher, Giordano
Bruno was burned at the stake.

Lavishly filmed, the series uses
renowned German actors to play the
historical figures. Various histori-
ans and Vatican bigwigs comment,
including both Cardinal Ratzinger
and Professor Godman.

he new half-hour BBC sci-
ence series Walking With
Cavemen, screening in the Catalyst
slot (ABC 8.00pm Thursdays),
is not, as you might assume, from
the team that gave us Walking With

~
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Dinosaurs. 1t is, in fact, from the
team that gave us The Human Body.
And although the Dinosaurs
crew obviously helped with the
provision of the megafauna that
occasionally wander through the
cavemen’s world (much the way
rhinos wander through Tarzan
movies), there is a significant differ-
ence in the two series’ approaches.

Walking With Dinosaurs rec-
reated the world of dinosaurs as
exactly as possible, for us to see. It
was almost like a wildlife program.

Walking With Cavemen is
presented just like a wildlife pro-
gram, sometimes irritatingly so.
Not content with having Robert
Winston driving around Africa in
his landrover several million years
ago watching cavemen through his
binoculars like a time-travelling
David Attenborough, the programs
have Wilson interacting with the
prehistoric creatures.

He picks up the body of the
slain Australopithecus he has named
Lucy and deposits it beside a stream,
in the spot where David Leakey will
find her bones 3.5 million years
later. How arch can you get?

This interacting is unnecessary

WORTH WATCHING

outstanding overall quality of the
series, it is a pity, but fortunately it
is not a fatal flaw.

Walking With Cavemen is
otherwise a splendidly realised
account of human evolution. The
potentialities of the computer are
utilised to the full in showing the
climatic and geological changes
that affected these early cavemen’s
environment.

These changes in turn caused
changes in their evolutionary
development. Did you know that
two million years ago there were
half a dozen or more different spe-
cies of cavemen living in Africa, all
exploiting different aspects of their
environment?

A curious feature of the series
is that it deals with creatures that
in three out of the four episodes at
least (I have not seen episode four
yet) do not live in or paint pictures
on the walls of caves. These early
hominids and homos are savannah-
dwelling apes, in the process of
evolving into homo sapiens.

It is extremely well done, even
though the necessity to fit it into a
half-hour format means inevitable
gaps in the story. It will hopefully

and distracting. Considering the

be widely used in schools. &

Sydne

Politics in the Pub

Every Friday night 6pm — 7.45pm
Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills

(across from the Chalmers St exit and Devonshire St tunnel at Central Station)
Dinner afterwards in the Royal Exhibition Hotel across the road

May 30
NO FUTURE WITHOUT THE UN
Dr Don Rothwell, Professor of International Law, Univ. of Sydney;
Wendy Lambourne, Co-ordinator Peace Studies, Univ. of Sydney

June 6
Queens Birthday Weekend

June 13
THE CONTINUING CONFLICT IN WESTERN SAHARA - SAHARAWI
WOMAN, FATIMA MAHFOUD SPEAKS OUT
Chair Meredith Burgmann MLC

June 20
AN ENLARGED ROLE FOR THE JOB NETWORK:
ASSISTING OR POLICING THE UNEMPLOYED
David Thompson, Chief Exec Officer Jobs Australia,
Chair National Employment Services Association;
Tony Eardley, Senior Research Fellow,
Social Policy Research Centre, Uni NSW
The Gaelic Club, like all clubs, is required to have non members sign in.
To avoid queues you may wish to become a social member for $5.
Ing: Pat Toms 9358 4834 pbtoms@bigpond.com ; Jan O’Leary 9818 3737,
jol@pnc.com.au PO Box 325 Rozelle NSW 2039 ; Win Childs Fax 9660 6554

www.politicsinthepub.org
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Please, Mr. President
Please Attack Appalachia

Mr. President, please attack Appalachia.

You have promised the Iraqis that they will share in the wealth
of their oil. We could use some of that same sharing here. We
have coal and timber that is being extracted, yet very little of
the profits remain in our area. If the Iraqis are to share in the
profits from their natural resources, we would like to share in

the profits from ours.

by Mike Bryan

You have promised healthcare
for all Iraqis. We could use the
same thing here. Far too many of
us are without health insurance and
adequate access to good healthcare
facilities.

You have also promised to
rebuild the schools in Iraq. We
too have schools that need to be
rebuilt and that need more funding.
Certainly you can find a justifica-
tion for attacking us.

We have weapons of mass
destruction. Just go inspect the
former uranium enrichment plant
near Piketon, Ohio. You will still
find all sorts of radioactive waste on
and around that site.

Test our waters. Test our ground.
Test our air. You will find an abun-
dance of chemical and biological
agents that could be used as weap-
ons. We literally live among them.

After all, Appalachia is
America’s third world. Terrorists are
breeding everywhere. Where there
is poverty there is unrest. Where
there is poor education there is sus-
picion. Where there is neglect there
is anger. As far as potential dangers
go, Appalachia should be near the
top of your list.

Stomp out the bad before it
turns thoroughly evil. Pre-emptively
strike us now before it becomes
too late. Do it before we make
something else out of our fertiliser
ingredients.

Since Appalachia is a highly
religious area an attack could easily
be explained as the fulfillment of
prophecy. Many here would even
agree with your need to attack us. In
fact, we would probably help supply
the troops.

Without any long-term energy
strategy or alternative planning,
once the oil is gone the US will
become increasingly dependent on
coal and wood. Appalachia has lots
of that. Even today, the profitability
of many US businesses would be
threatened if Appalachia refused to
supply them with electricity, coal,
and other resources.

Can America afford to wait until
a crisis is at hand before attacking

Appalachia? The decision is yours.
You do not even have to involve the
United Nations since we are within
US borders. You can go it alone.
The rest of the country will be fairly
easy to convince about the need to
attack us.

The national news media will
surely rise to your side. Prejudice
against hillbillies already devalues
our lives in comparison to those in
the rest of the country, so our devas-
tation and casualties would have to
be nearly as high as in Iraq before
anyone from outside Appalachia
complains too loudly.

Besides, people here have lived
as second-class citizens for so long
we now thoroughly expect to be
treated as second-class citizens
— and the rest of the nation expects
to treat us that way. How else could
you explain the relatively small
outcry currently raised by our
exceedingly high unemployment
rates, poor education, high pollu-
tion, poor healthcare, high poverty,
and poor leadership?

In fact, attacking us will prob-
ably help cement your re-election.
You might experience some local
militia counterstrikes, but those will
probably be disorganised and minor.

After all, Appalachia lacks any
central command, what with its
being comprised of the parts of 12
states and only the whole of one
state. West Virginia could be your
focus. Find someone evil there to
target, such as Jay Rockefeller.

He asked the FBI to investigate
those forged documents you used
to help justify your war against
Iraq. How embarrassing that must
have been: International Atomic
Energy Agency Chief Mohamed
El Baradei addressed the UN and
publicly humiliated you by showing
your assertion that Iraq was trying
to import uranium from Niger was
based on crudely faked information.

Someone should pay for such an
embarrassment and who better than
a Democrat who is a Rockefeller?

So Mr. President, you have all
the elements you need: weapons
of mass destruction, a nearly third
world enemy, potential terrorists,

-
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someone to call evil, and an easy
path to victory.

Now all you have to do is attack.
And please, do it soon. We need the
reparations, better schools, better

infrastructure, universal healthcare,
and a fair share in the wealth of our

own resources.
You also promised Iraq democ-
racy. We could use that here as well.

Please, Mr. President, attack
Appalachia next.

Baptist Peace Fellowship
of North America &

Nuclear industry gave
millions to Congress

As the US Senate debates a comprehensive energy bill (S14) that
features unprecedented subsidies to promote commercial nuclear
power, an analysis of nuclear industry campaign contributions
suggests that energy policy is for sale in the halls of Congress.

The President’s industry-
endorsed energy policy, unveiled
in 2001, drew attention to the inap-
propriate cosiness between the Bush
administration and energy industry
executives.

According to the non-profit
Center for Responsive Politics
(CRP), Political Action Committees
(PACs) affiliated with oil and gas
companies and electric utilities
— the main beneficiaries of the Bush
energy policy — gave more than $17
million to congressional campaigns
in the 2002 election cycle alone.

And PAC contributions are just
the tip of the iceberg. CRP calcu-
lates that total contributions over
the same period from these energy
interests (including individual and
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“soft money” contributions) were
nearly $45 million.

Like the energy bill recently
passed by the US House of
Representatives (HR 6), energy
legislation now before the Senate
is larded with giveaways to these
lucrative industries, at the expense
of consumers, taxpayers and the
environment.

In particular, the Senate bill
provides substantial subsidies
to promote the construction of
new nuclear power reactors. For
instance, one provision authorises
government loan guarantees and
power purchase agreements to
finance up to half the costs of reac-
tor construction, which could leave
taxpayers liable for an estimated
$30 billion.

Analysis by Public Citizen of
nuclear industry PAC contributions
to members of the current Congress
highlights this industry’s egregious
influence on lawmakers. The new
report examines PAC contributions
from companies that own or oper-
ate nuclear power plants to current
House representatives in the 2002
election cycle, and to senators of the
current Congress in the past three
election cycles.

The report found that PACs
contributed more than $5.8 million

to the House and Senate campaigns
of members of Congress in the 2002
election cycle. Current members of
the Senate received more than $3.2
million from these nuclear PACs
over the past three election cycles.

The 23 members of the Senate
Energy and Natural Resources
Committee took almost half a mil-
lion dollars from nuclear power
plant PACs in the 2002 cycle, and
close to $1 million over the past
three election cycles — nearly one
third of the total Senate receipts.

In the 2002 election cycle,
nuclear PACs contributed nearly
$3.8 million to Republicans, almost
65 percent of the total amount of
their contributions. Democrats, on
the other hand, received about $2
million from those PACs, roughly
35 percent of the total.

“Politicians insist that their
votes are not for sale, but the
anti-consumer, anti-environment
and fiscally irresponsible nuclear
provisions in Senate energy legisla-
tion will test the loyalties of many
members”, said Wenonah Hauter,
director of Public Citizen’s Critical
Mass Energy and Environment
Program.

“Rather than pandering to the
interests of nuclear industry execu-
tives, lawmakers should reject this
energy bill and instead work toward
forward-looking policy that pro-
motes safe, clean and affordable
energy.”

Public Citizen
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