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What the budget means for working people:
• Medicare co-payments of $20 per GP visit and eventual destruction of Medicare
• Up to 30% increase in already unaffordable higher education fees
• Shortage of 30,000 child care places
• Cost of essential medicines under the PBS to rise 30%
• Public dental services waiting lists of three years
• Public hospital waiting lists of 12-18 months
• 20,000 people on public housing waiting lists
• 365,000 people from working households living in poverty
• Growing unemployment, under-employment and casualisation
• Paid maternity leave deemed “unaffordable”
• $1.63 tax cuts for those on incomes of $20,000 per year or less
• $6.30-$4.00 tax cut for those on incomes of $20,000-50,000
• Continuing cuts to welfare and harassment of welfare recipients
• More money transferred from public to private schools
• Tens of millions of dollars in handouts and tax cuts to the big corporations

Steps towards more far– reaching changes:
• Destruction of Medicare and Americanisation of the health system
• Transfer of funding from public to private schools
• Higher education becoming a privilege not a right
• Shrinking social security safety net
• Strengthening of state machinery for repression of dissent and struggle
• Involvement in future US wars as an unquestioning deputy sherrif
• Promotion of the individual – survival of the richest and most corrupt
• Transfer of everything possible from public sector to private profiteers
• Growing insecurity as social spending transferred to “War against terrorism” & military spending
• Further loss of trade union rights and job security
• No job creation or reduction in high rate of unemployment
• Environmental destruction, ongoing land clearing, and failure to address salinity

See pages 3 and 12 for further coverage.
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PRESS FUND
Unlike the Government, The Guardian has no corporate sponsors. We rely 
on you, our readers who buy the paper and make contributions to the Press 
Fund. The Guardian is on your side. It brings news and analysis that the 
capitalist media will not print. Its supports the peace, women’s and environ-
mental movements and trade union struggles. We advertise community and 
other functions of a progressive nature for free. It is one of the ways in which 
we offer support to the people’s movements. We keep the price as low as pos-
sible as we know many of you battle to make ends meet. In doing so, we ask 
those of you who can afford more to send us a contribution to the Press Fund. 
Please consider making a special contribution to boost the Press Fund which 
presently stands at $5005 for 2003. Your support is greatly appreciated, and 
will be acknowledged in The Guardian – with your name, initials, a special 
greeting, anonymously, or however you request. Many thanks.

Recently returned from 
Funafuti, the capital of Tuvalu, 
the leader of the Uniting Church 
in Australia, Reverend Professor 
James Haire, said: “Tuvalu is the 
world’s smallest nation and it is at 
risk of literally being drowned by 
rising sea waters caused by global 
warming. Yet, Australia has insisted 
it will not make special provision 
for the acceptance of its residents 
should this happen.

“In fact, through the Minister 
for Immigration, Mr Ruddock, 
Australia has said ‘they will have to 
apply to come to Australia just like 
anyone else’.”

Professor Haire said Australia 
can “become an ark for the 11,000 
Tuvaluans who desperately need to 
know they have a future”.

He said the best thing Australia 
could do is to help prevent their 
drowning is sign the Kyoto protocol 
and assure the people they can ‘call 
Australia home’ if the ocean does 
swamp their islands.

“Australia is by far the larg-
est polluting nation in the South 
Pacific. We are therefore, a prime 
cause of this problem now being 
imposed on a host of small Pacific 
island states, and our response so far 
has been lacking in generosity, to 
put it mildly.

“The law of the sea demands 
that people left drowning must be 
rescued. The same principal must 
surely apply to our neighbours as 
their country slowly but surely sinks 
into the sea.”

Already one island in the Tuvalu 

group has disappeared off the face 
of the map.

“Australia has lolled around like 
a tourist on a lilo in the Pacific on 
issues like the Kyoto protocol, and 
has all but ignored the pleas of the 
Tuvalu people whose homeland is 
drowning.

“It would help greatly if 
Australia would sign up to the Kyoto 
protocol, and therefore make a real 
contribution to secure the future 
existence of Tuvalu. But if the worse 
comes to worst we as the regional 
power must generously accept the 
people of Tuvalu into our nation.”

Professor Haire had three 
meetings with the Prime Minister 
of Tuvalu, Mr Saufatu Sopoanga, 
whilst on a tour of Pacific nations.

The Uniting Church in Australia 
has long historical relations with 
the Church of Tuvalu, (through its 
Congregational Church background) 
which makes up about 95 percent of 
the population. J

The Uniting Church of Australia has warned that the Australian 
Government must take seriously its responsibilities to rescue the 
tiny island nation of Tuvalu as it faced the prospect of being swept 
into the Pacific Ocean due to climate change.

Drowning Pacific nation
abandoned by AustraliaThe defunct G-G

In the 1999 referendum for a republic, John Howard and the 
pro-monarchist lobby cynically manipulated the whole process in 
order to scupper the “yes” vote. Howard publicly cast his lot with the 
monarchists. With the aid of the mass media, Howard sidetracked 
the main issue of whether Australia should be become a republic 
behind the question of how the head of state should be chosen.

Howard went on to choose his head of state; the Anglican 
Archbishop of Brisbane, Peter Hollingworth as the Governor-
General. The appointment was made based on Howard and his 
Government’s fundamentalist Christian values.

We now have the disgraceful situation of Howard defending his 
man who has admitted that while he was Archbishop he failed to act 
on reports he received of the sexual abuse of children in the Anglican 
boarding school system in Queensland. Hollingworth also faces 
allegations of rape.

Compounding this, Hollingworth has not resigned but stepped 
aside and another Governor-General has been appointed, so the 
Australian people now are lumbered with two representatives of the 
British monarchy in Australia.

The contradictions exposed by this debacle are many. It serves 
to highlight the historically defunct nature of the monarchy and 
the power of the church hierarchy. Such power relations, hidden 
and unaccountable, have allowed clergymen, whose sexual abuse of 
children is known, to remain in positions of authority over children 
in their charge. Hollingworth protected – thereby facilitating the 
crimes of – paedophile priests.

It should be recalled that the head of the Catholic church in 
Sydney, George Pell, also was accused of rape but was let off through 
an internal church inquiry. Hollingworth, who also hoped to be let 
off by an internal church inquiry, was so burdened with admissions 
of “poor judgement” that his conduct could not be exonerated.

Howard’s hypocrisy has no limits, as demonstrated by the 
Government’s attempt to destroy the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Commission (ATSIC) and its vendetta against two of 
ATSIC’s leaders, Ray Robertson and Geoff Clark.

Indigenous Affairs Minister Philip Ruddock is demanding 
Clark step down as ATSIC chairman pending the outcome a rape 
claim against him. The allegations have yet to go to court. So, while 
the Government has unequivocally defended Hollingworth – an 
unelected representative of a foreign monarch – it is, for its own 
political purposes, trying to force the democratically elected leaders 
of the nation’s Indigenous organisation from office.

It was fortuitous that the person who made the rape allegations 
against Hollingworth died in April, apparently by her own hand.

The whole affair reflects the ideological and political commit-
ment of the Government to the most antiquated institutions of the 
colonial era. In many respects, the republic referendum result was a 
vote of no confidence in Australia’s political processes and the major 
parties.

What remains to be done is to develop a broad struggle, one 
that takes in democratic rights, including the rights of Australia’s 
Indigenous people, in a movement towards an independent and 
sovereign Australia with a government of a new type.

Human rights violations
Three doctors have lodged a formal complaint with the NSW 

Health Care Complaints Commission against Australasian 
Correctional Management, the US-based prison corporation con-
tracted by the Howard Government to manage Australia’s refugee 
detention centres.

Dr Loise Newman of the Royal Australasian College of 
Psychiatrists, Dr Michael Dudley, chairman of Suicide Prevention 
Australia, and Dr Bijou Blick, a paediatric medical officer have based 
their complaint on two cases that in themselves highlight Australia’s 
cruel and inhumane mandatory refugee detention policy.

One is a young Thai prostitute brought to Australia as a sex 
slave. She died in the Villawood detention centre in 2001. Dr Dudley 
described her horrific death on the ABC’s Lateline program.

“She was actually vomiting into a bucket and using the same 
bucket for toiletries. And it was only when she actually missed the 
bucket that someone went to check it out and found out she was 
dead.”

The other case is a young Iranian mother who was discovered 
by Dr Newman and Dr Blick in Villawood suffering from extreme 
postnatal depression, dehydration, fever and severe infection. Only 
after their intervention was she transferred to a hospital.

These two cases are examples of what is happening to asylum 
seekers in Australia’s prison camp system. They are violations of 
human rights for which the Australian Government is responsible, 
and for which it should be made to answer.

Born in North London in 1912, 
Norm was educated in “the school 
of life” and like so many social 
activists of his time his formal edu-
cation ended when he was 12. He 
records that his childhood was not a 
very happy time as his parents were 
not compatible and his sister and he 
had a spartan lifestyle.

He records his parents as being 
“politically ignorant working-class 
who voted Conservative”.

His first job was as a pageboy, 
with tips he was able to earn nearly 
as much as an adult but it involved a 
six-day 72-hour week. Interestingly 
he records taking letters from Mrs 
Wallis Simpson’s apartment to the 
Prince of Wales residing at St James 
Palace in 1927.

With unemployment eventu-
ally growing to over two million, 
Norm claimed he was unemployed 
for only about two weeks between 
1926 and the outbreak of war.

Although the jobs he had were 
many and varied, they mainly 
revolved around sales and product 
promotion during the day but his 
abiding interest was in London’s 
variety theatres at night.

He got a start as a “dresser” 
through his father and he went on 
to get experience in amateur enter-
tainment and theatre costumery. 
His personal experiences in pre-war 
Britain of witnessing the grinding 
poverty moulded Norm’s attitude 
to life.

During the war he trained as 
a wireless operator and joined the 
Communist Party of Great Britain 
in 1941 and subsequently joined the 
Communist Party of Australia after 
arriving in 1949. He retained his 
membership for 20 years.  

He performed as the “Elderly 
Character” in the first highly 
acclaimed performances of Dick 
Diamond’s Reedy River and earlier 
took roles in New Theatre League 
plays.

He was a member of the Pearly 
Kings and Queens Guild and was 
very proud of his suit to which 
were hand-sewn 15,000 buttons 
and another 1000 on the hat. As 
late as 1990 he was giving charity 
performances and at age 82 taught 
himself tap-dancing.

He married in 1942 and leaves 
a son David and daughter Ruth. 

Both have attained high academic 
qualifications. His wife passed 
away in early 1981. Jean became 
his partner and together they 
became inseparable companions 
and travelled widely to Cuba, 
Vietnam, China and Soviet Union. 
He made numerous visits to Europe 
and the US.

But Norm is best remembered 
for the numerous causes he took up 
and his controversial letters to the 
daily and socialist press (including 
The Guardian) over a 30-year span. 
It is difficult to find a worthwhile 
organisation or cause of the Left 
with which he was not involved or 
acquainted.

He was President of the 
Australia Vietnam Society for 
several terms and had membership 
with the Australia Cuba Friendship 
Society, Australia-Soviet and 
Australia-China Friendship 
Societies.

As recently as 1996 he 
attended the Fourth World Atheist 
Conference in India and was an 
active member of the Humanist 
Society. In October 1997, he 
took part in a demonstration at 
McDonald’s European headquarters 
in London.

An advocate of personal fitness 
he swam all year round. At age 81 
he was featured on the front page 
of a seniors magazine skipping 
furiously on the beach, complete 
with knickerbockers and his insepa-
rable visored cloth cap. The photo 
adorned his coffin.

His increasing frailty and iras-
cibility was a source of sadness to 
his few close friends and his last 
years were unhappy and lonely and 
it is only now that people remember 
anecdotes about this staunch little 
Pommy social activist.

A facsimile of the revolution-
ary manifesto of the 1955 South 
African “Freedom Charter” from 
Norm’s estate was presented to the 
Semaphore Workers’ Club as part 
of the May Day celebrations.

Norm’s gone but the causes for 
which he struggled will live!
Vic Potticary Hon Secretary,
Retired Union Members’
Association of SA Inc. J

Norman Taylor hangs up his skipping rope
Ninety-one years is not a bad life span and few people would have 
packed as much activity into it as did Norman Augustus Taylor.

Sydney

No US-Australia Free Trade Agreement!
Rally Against Trade Minister Mark Vaile!

Breakfast speech by Mark Vaile, to the Aust Institute of Export

Friday 30th May 30, 7am- 9.30am
The American Club 131 Macquarie Street, Sydney
Bring placards, banners, noisemakers and your family and friends

Help stop a Free Trade Agreement which will benefit few & hurt many

The US Government and US corporations have targeted important Australian 
social and environmental policies as “barriers to trade” to be abolished or 
changed in this Free Trade Agreement. They include: The Pharmaceutical 

Benefits Scheme; Essential services like health, education and water; 
Australian content rules in film, television and music; Labelling and regulation 

of genetically modified food; Australia’s quarantine standards.

Further info call: Marina Carman at Global Justice Sydney on 0414 788852
or Kate Walsh at Aid/Watch on 02 9557 8944

Or visit: www.aftinet.org.au or www.globaljustice.cat.org.au or www.aidwatch.org.au

Orbituary
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The Labor years of 1983-96 
saw the wholesale dismantling of 
public enterprises and services. 
Even Australia’s free tertiary edu-
cation system – established under 
Whitlam – was dropped by Labor in 
the mid-‘80s.

However, there was one great 
achievement the Hawke Labor 
Government must be given credit 
for: re-establishing and maintaining 
a universal, public health insurance 
scheme – Medicare.

“I believe every Australian must 
have the right to access a doctor who 
bulk-bills”, said Labor Opposition 
leader Simon Crean, outlining what 
he called his “downpayment on 
saving Medicare”, in reply to last 
week’s budget speech.

And although in many respects 
Labor’s plan is only a downpay-
ment, it would go some way to 
repairing the damage inflicted on 
Medicare during the last seven 
years.

The main features of Labor’s 
health package include:

• no co-payments for bulk-
billed services;

• setting a target of 80 percent 
of GP visits to be bulk-billed (up 
from 68 per cent currently);

• immediately increasing the 
rebate paid to a GP for a standard 
consultation from $25 to $28 dol-
lars (increasing by a further 5% to 
$29.40 over four years);

• further incentive payments 
ranging from $7500 to $22,500 to 
doctors who meet bulk-billing tar-
gets of 80 percent in cities, and 70 
percent in rural areas.

Simon Crean said he would fund 
Labor’s $1.9 billion package from 
the $900 million already earmarked 
by the Howard Government, low-
ering the budget surplus, and not 
honouring Howard’s $300 million 
promise of corporate tax cuts.

This might enable some doctors 
to resume bulk-billing, but in the 
longer term the five percent prom-
ised over four years – an average 
of 1.2 per cent per annum – falls far 
short of what is required for doctors 
to cover rising costs and continue 
bulk billing.

The glaring omission from Mr 
Crean’s health policy was Labor’s 
stance on the $2.3 billion subsidy 
for private health insurance com-
panies.

Mr Crean said the issue of 
whether Labor would return the 
money to the public purse was “still 
under review”.

“The Labor Party’s package to 
address the increasing problems of 
bulk billing is the first positive ini-
tiative on bulk billing for ten years”, 
said Dr Tim Woodruff, President of 
the pro-Medicare Doctors’ Reform 
Society.

“It encourages doctors to bulk 
bill patients wherever they live, 
whoever they are…

“The increase in the rebate 
encourages doctors to bulk bill. 
The bonus encourages doctors to 
bulk bill not just card holders, but 
also the working families who will 
be hardest hit by the Government’s 
proposals.”

The Budget proposals contain 
an incentive for doctors to bulk bill 

Health Care Card Holders only and 
to charge everyone else a fee.

While also praising Labor’s 
“downpayment” package, the 
Australian Council for Social 
Services (ACOSS) said: “It is dis-
appointing that Labor has failed 
to commit to scrapping the $2.3 
billion Private Health Insurance 
Rebate that unfairly subsidises the 

private health care of high income 
earners”.

“The savings from phasing 
out the Rebate could fund a new 
Commonwealth public dental ser-
vice for low income Australians 
and a much-needed extension of 
Medicare to those communities that 
have inadequate specialist, allied 
health and GP services.”

Labor, Democrats and the 
Greens have vowed to block 
Howard’s “Fairer Medicare” pack-
age in the Senate. The job now is to 
hold them to that promise.

They have instead passed a 
Democrat motion to establish a 
Senate Inquiry into Medicare fund-
ing, with a report to be tabled by 
August 12. J

With John Howard already having outlined his “kill Medicare” 
package before the Budget, all attention has been focused on Labor’s 
Budget Response to the bulk-billing crisis.

Medicare: Labor’s “down payment”

by Bob Briton
After overseeing $5 billion 

worth of cuts since taking office 
in 1996, the Howard Government 
last week announced $1.5 billion in 
new funding for universities for the 
2004-2007 period.

At the same time, the 
Government will allow univer-
sites to increase course fees by up 
to 30 percent above the fee cur-
rently charged under the Higher 
Education Contribution Scheme* 
(HECS).

Students currently studying 
law, dentistry, medicine and vet-
erinary science may have their 
fees increased from $6136 a year 
to up to $8355 a year. Humanities 
students are presently committed to 
paying $3680 a year for their study. 
This can increase to a maximum of 
$5010 a year.

These fees are either paid 
upfront (with a discount) or through 
the HECS deferred payment scheme 
after completion of studies.

The Education Minister argues 
that universities will have to com-
pete for students on the price and 
quality of their courses. He has sug-
gested that some course fees might 
even come down.

However, none of the real-
istic commentators doubt that 
institutions will have to slug the 
maximum permissible fees because 
of the effects of the funding drought 
of recent years. Only teaching and 

nursing students are to be spared 
the fee increases.

The Minister is also making 
much of the increase in the income 
threshold above which students 
are expected to start repaying their 
HECS debt. This currently stands 
at the paltry figure of $24,365 per 
annum. The budget package pro-
poses to lift this to $30,000, which 
is still a fraction of the ministe-
rial incomes of Brendan Nelson or 
Peter Costello and is not likely to 
be a comfortable personal income 
in Australia in 2004.

By the way, both these staunch 
advocates of user pay services 
received free university educations!

Nelson is also quick to 
point out the introduction of a 
number of scholarships to help 
disadvantaged students. Most 
of these are for trifling amounts 
compared to the overall costs of ter-
tiary education. The Commonwealth 
Education Costs Scholarship, for 
example, will give 2500 undergrad-
uate students $2000 a year for up 
to four years. The Commonwealth 
Accommodation Costs Scholarship 
will grant 1500 students $4000 
a year. Increased fees alone will 
effectively wipe out the benefit of 
these scholarships.

By far the worst of the pro-
rich measures adopted with the 
Budget package is the increase in 
the number of full fee-paying posi-
tions to be offered by universities. 

At the moment, only 25 per cent 
of the student places can be offered 
on this basis. This is to be increased 
to 50 per cent. These students will 
have to find fees at least double 
the amount due under the HECS 
arrangements. These degrees could 
cost more than $100,000!

Universities may be forced by 
economics to offer more full fee-
paying positions at the expense of 
the publicly funded ones. Students 
with higher entry scores will lose 
out as their cashed up counterparts 
take advantage of the new two-tier 
education system.

The Minister has announced 
the introduction of a new feder-
ally funded loan system. The 
HELP scheme (please don’t laugh 
at the acronym) will provide a 
“study now, pay later” loan of up 
to $50,000 towards the costs of a 
degree. Repayments will have inter-
est levied at the rate of the CPI plus 
3.5 per cent. The balance of cost of 
these $100,000-plus degrees will 
have to be sourced from loans on 
the open market.

Universities may as well hang 
up signs: “Poor kids need not 
apply”. Older working class women 
and sole parents, in particular, can 
forget about returning to study with 
plans to re-enter the workforce.

Another nasty measure, directed 
at the National Tertiary Education 
Union (NTEU), is the promise of an 
extra $404 million in funding to be 
shared among universities that force 
their staff onto individual contracts 
and deny their rights to take indus-
trial action.

The Minister is also looking 
into ways to prevent students from 
joining their union.
*HECS places in courses are allo-
cated on the basis of merit, and are 
partially funded by government. J

Uni funding & fee “reforms” 
reinforce privilege

Few could still doubt the militant (ruling) class-consciousness 
and bias of the Federal Government. While Federal Education 
Minister Brendan Nelson, may say that the funding and fee changes 
announced in last week’s Budget will improve access and choice for 
the battlers in the community, the package actually puts university 
study further out of the reach of low income earners. The “reforms” 
also provide extra opportunities to wealthy students to take up uni 
places that would be denied them on the grounds of ability.

Shortly after its election in 
1996, the Coalition Government cut 
the ABC’s triennial funding by $66 
million (12 per cent) per annum. 
The current budget has failed to 
restore ABC funding, let alone give 
it the boost it needs to meet new 
challenges.

“The Budget is in surplus. 
Concessions have been promised 
to multinationals and high-income 
earners. Precious public funds 
have been returned to ordinary 
Australians in tax cuts so tiny 
they are meaningless. Yet the 
Government has failed to properly 
fund the country’s most significant 
provider of information and culture.

“It is difficult not to believe the 
Government is seeking to under-
mine the national broadcaster and 
interfere in its independence.

“The Government was warned 
by the ABC’s managing director. In 
full knowledge there will be cuts to 
ABC programs if the ABC is forced 
to continue with insufficient fund-
ing, the Government has refused to 
grant even a moderate increase.

“The Government has even 
failed to commit the funds required 
for the ABC to continue its 
increased regional production and 
programming, an initiative which 
resulted from one-off funds the 
Government targeted to regional 
audiences for political advantage 
prior to the last Federal election”, 
said Mr Laidler.

One-off funding of $17.8m per 
annum over four years, announced 
shortly before the 2001 election, is 
due to expire in the funding period 
covered by the current Budget.

The ABC is funded on a trien-
nial basis and 2001 is not a year in 
which ABC funds would usually be 
addressed.

At the time of announcing the 
National Interest Initiative, Senator 
Alston said: “This additional 
$71.2m (for four years) should 
enable the ABC to increase local 
production and programming in 
regional Australia significantly. This 
will generate jobs and stimulate the 
growth of new media in regional 
areas”.

The government’s provision of 
a one-off targeted grant instead of 
adequate triennial funding high-
lights the dangers of such practice 
for the proper, ongoing maintenance 
of the ABC.

As Terry Laidler points out, 
“the Government is holding an axe 
over the ABC’s head. Starved of 
adequate ongoing funds, it would 
be impossible for the ABC not to 
be concerned about whether or not 
the Government will feel favourably 
disposed to it when the funds for 
regional services expire.

“In its Budget, the Government 
has failed in its responsibility to 
ensure the country’s independent 
national broadcaster will thrive”, 
concluded Mr Laidler.  J

“Steady as she goes, dismantling the ABC”, that’s how Terry Laidler, 
a Friends of the ABC spokesperson described the government’s 
Budget allocation to the ABC for the next three years.

“Dismantling the ABC”
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by Tom Pearson
Morris McMahon manufactures 

sealable metal cans and has been 
operating for around 100 years.

The current management is 
setting itself up as a model for the 
union bashing Workplace Relations 
Act, with its individual work 
contracts or AWAs (Australian 
Workplace Agreements) as the Act 
calls them.

The wider agenda is Morris 
McMahon’s use of the Federal 
Government’s anti-union legislation 
to impose individual contracts on its 
employees.

The 50 workers – members 
of the Australian Manufacturing 
Workers’ Union (AMWU) – have 
maintained the picket 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. They are 
fighting for their life’s blood, their 
wages and conditions and the funda-
mental right to bargain collectively 
through their union, in the knowl-
edge that the vicious attack on them 
represents an attack on all workers.

They have been offered a bribe 
by the company of $1000 to aban-
don the union and sign a contract. 
Their wage levels are very low, 
$11-$12 per hour, and the company 
refuses to pay even the basic award 
entitlements such as for meal breaks 
and over time. Essentially they are 
expected to work five days for four 
day’s pay.

The workers and their union 
have been trying for more than nine 
months to conclude an enterprise 
bargaining agreement with the com-
pany, but management refuses to 
talk with union. When the workers 
originally approached management 
and asked to begin negotiations they 
were told point blank “no”.

All through this tortuous process 
the Industrial Relations Commission 
has had its hands tied by the 
Workplace Relations Act which pre-
vents it from ordering the parties to 
negotiate.

“Their agenda is, they don’t 
want a union in there under any 

circumstances”, workplace union 
delegate Keith Brown told The 
Guardian. “They want to force 
people to sign AWAs. They’ve 
refused to negotiate fairly with our 
negotiating committee.

“They’re using a company called 
Frontline, a strike-breaking compa-
ny, to try and break us.” Frontline, 
a body-hire favourite among anti-
union employees, has installed a 
“crisis manager” inside the plant, as 
overseer of its contract labour.

The workers are determined 
to stand firm. “We’ve offered to 
meet with management on numer-
ous occasions, but they will not 
discuss having a certified agree-
ment, because they simply don’t 
want the union in there”, said Mr 
Brown.

“Our approach now is to con-
tinue with the picket. We are in the 
process of getting in touch with the 
companies that purchase cans from 
them, trying to get them to put pres-
sure on the company to settle it, and 
we’re enlisting the support of other 
unions.”

He warned that this isn’t a 
dispute just about the Morris 
McMahon workers. “This is a dis-
pute that affects every worker in 
Australia. This dispute will be used 
as a blueprint, if we lose it, for other 

employers to use the same tactics 
and attack the conditions of workers 
all over the place.”

You can support the picket of 
the Morris McMahon workers at 

34 Arncliffe Street, Arncliffe by 
visiting the picket or sending mes-
sages of solidarity to the AMWU, 
Vehicle Division, 133 Parramatta 
Rd. Granville, NSW 2142. J

Ongoing problems in the aged 
care sector cast a shadow over the 
celebrations, with aged care nurses, 
residents and their relatives at many 
nursing homes preparing to protest 
about low wages and poor working 
conditions in the sector.

Aged care nurses from a 
number of nursing homes around 
Sydney assembled at Lane Cove 
and Circular Quay on the Day to 
make their point and collect more 
signatures on the NSW Nurses 
Association’s (NSWNA) petition to 
the Federal Parliament on aged care 
issues.

The peak-hour protest along 
Epping Road, Lane Cove, included 
concerned nursing home residents 
and their relatives.

Other aged care nurses around 
the State used the Day to step-up 
their “A Fair Share for Aged Care” 
campaign and collect more signa-
tures on the petition.

NSWNA General Secretary 

Brett Holmes said International 
Nurses Day gives the general public 
and nurses themselves, in every 
city, suburb and town, a chance to 
acknowledge the vital work nurses 
do in the community. It is a chance 
to say thanks for the magnificent 
contribution hundreds of thousands 
of nurses have made to NSW over 
the years and reflect on the impor-
tance of nursing to our personal and 
social well-being – both now and in 
the future.

“Unfortunately, the Federal 
Government’s aged care policies, 
and the attitude of nursing home 
operators towards their nursing 
staff at the moment, are increas-
ingly turning aged care nursing 
into a thankless task. If we don’t do 
something to reverse the situation, 
and provide better pay and condi-
tions for aged care nurses, then 
the sector will find it increasingly 
difficult to attract qualified and 
committed staff and to maintain 

standards of care to residents”, Mr 
Holmes said.

Aged care nurses recently held a 
series of meetings around the State 
and voted to reject a pay offer from 
the State’s nursing home and hostel 
operators, which would leave them 
earning between 12 and 14 per cent 
less than nurses at the nearby public 
hospitals.

The union said nurses viewed 
this offer as an insult to a nurs-
ing workforce that is essential 
to the welfare and dignity of 
elderly Australians. Such a major 
undervaluing of the nurses who care 
for frail elderly Australians is not in 
anyone’s interests. It is not only a 
serious injustice, but will put further 
pressure on an already struggling 
aged care sector.

“Not only will this offer leave 
them way behind other nurses, but 
it also leaves aged care nurses well 
behind many people doing jobs 
with lower levels of responsibility. 
People would be shocked to learn 
that the standard hourly rate for a 
4th Year Assistant in Nursing in a 
NSW nursing home, who provides 
care for frail elderly people, is 
$12.86 per hour, while the rate for 
an adult (over 21) supermarket shelf 
packer is $14.20 per hour.

“The only way we can genu-
inely rebuild nursing as an attractive 
career option and maintain a high 
quality aged care system is to ensure 
there is wage parity for nurses 
across all our health and aged care 
sectors.

“If aged care employers won’t 
do that the NSWNA will run a case 
against them in the NSW Industrial 
Relations Commission, similar to 
the one we are running for public 
hospital nurses. Planning for this 
case is already well advanced”, Mr 
Holmes said. J

LABOUR STRUGGLES

“Thanks Nurse”
 – unless you work in aged care
As nurses and their local communities throughout NSW prepared 
to celebrate International Nurses Day on May 12, the theme, 
“Thanks Nurse”, had an ironic ring. An aged care Assistant in 
Nursing receives $12.86 per hour, compared to a supermarket shelf 
packer at $14.20 per hour.

For more than 10 weeks workers at manufacturer Morris 
McMahon, in the inner southern suburb of Arncliffe, have 
maintained a picket outside the plant against their employer’s 
attempt to slash their pay and conditions. Management 
want to exclude the union from the workplace and has 
been bussing scabs supplied by a body hire outfit through 
the picket.

Support Morris McMahon workers
“This is a dispute that affects every worker”

LABOUR NOTES
Workers at WIN-TV have called for a viewer boycott of their 
station as they struggle to force their Bahamas-based boss to 
deliver a decent wage deal. The members of the Community 
and Public Sector Union are asking all rural workers to join a 
national “Switch off WIN” day on Friday May 23. WIN-TV work-
ers are trying to reach a new agreement that would deliver a 
fair pay increase, on-call allowances, redundancy provisions 
and recognition of multi-skilling. Negotiations have been made 
more difficult because WIN’s owner Bruce Gordon prefers to 
live in the Bahamas and refuses to talk with his employees.

NSW rail clerks have declared war on their fashion-
challenged bosses after they were sent home without pay 
for wearing jeans and sandshoes to work. The Rail Infra-
structure Corporation clerks, who have no contact with the 
public, believe that management has gone over the top 
in imposing a corporate dress code. The ASU is organis-
ing a “mufti day” where members are requested to come 
to work in their humblest jeans and daggiest joggers.

The Queensland Nurses Union has secured improved pay, the 
introduction of qualification allowances, better night shift pen-
alty rates, an in-charge-shift allowance and better workloads 
management provisions for nearly 20,000 Queensland public 
sector nurses. QNU Secretary, Gay Hawksworth, said the 
long-running campaign by the State’s nurses has been worth it 
with significant advances being made on what the Queensland 
Government was originally prepared to pay. The nurses had 
been in dispute with the State Government since July last year.

Geelong Wool workers are back to work after being locked 
out by their employer. The Federal Court granted their union, 
the TCFU, an injunction on the basis that there was a strong 
case the company had acted unlawfully and that this conduct 
may have been done with the intention of coercing work-
ers. Justice Goldberg of the Federal Court also granted the 
injunction in the belief that the lockout stopped the work-
ers having the chance to have a collective discussion with 
their union about their response to the company’s actions. 
State Secretary of the TCFU, Michelle O’Neill, said that 
the Federal Court decision was a vindication of the union’s 
and workers’ concerns. She also said it was a victory for all 
unions as the decision recognises the right of workers to 
meet with their unions without the threat of being locked out.

Sydney – public meeting
Kassim Abood from the Iraqi Communist Party 

speaks on Iraq’s Future
Sunday 1st June 2 - 4pm 65 Campbell Street, Surry Hills

Since its foundation in 1934, the Iraqi Communist Party (ICP) has played a 
fundamental role in shaping the modern political history of Iraq. The ICP bore 

the brunt of repression by successive governments, especially after 1963. 
Despite many losses, the Party remained a leading force in the fight against the 

Ba’thist rule. The ICP is today recruiting and building at an amazing rate, due 
largely to the huge prestige its enjoys and its deep roots within Iraqi society.

Organised by Communist Party of Australia
Inquiries: (02) 9212 6855 or email: cpa@cpa.org.au
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by Peter Mac

Prior to the recent elections, and 
after vigorous public opposition, the 
Government with the utmost reluc-
tance cancelled its plan to flog off a 
huge chunk of the beautiful Callan 
Park Hospital grounds at Rozelle.

However, it is still intent on 
handing over many other sites, 
including the priceless former 
Quarantine Station at Sydney’s 
North Head. And having won the 
elections, the Government seems 
to have abandoned all pretence 
at concern for preserving its own 
environmental heritage.

The Government’s latest ini-
tiative as developer’s estate agent 
concerns the spectacular 75-hectare 
Kenmore Hospital site at Goulburn, 
on the banks of the Wollondilly 
River.

The complex, which was 
originally designed by the former 
NSW government architect Walter 
Liberty Vernon, is considered to 
be one of the best examples of 
Edwardian architecture in Australia. 
It is currently used as a psychiatric 
hospital, and also accommodates 
administrative and mental health 
facilities for the Department of 
Community Services.

The Government proposes 
to sell the site to the Melbourne-
based developer Longreach Capital, 
which in turn wants to develop it 
as a hotel, conference and sporting 
complex. The deal would effec-
tively end public access to this 
beautiful site.

The $3 million price tag is the 
equivalent of about $4050 per quar-
ter acre, i.e. the size of an average 
cottage subdivision at a tiny frac-

tion of the unit cost. But of course 
the developers wouldn’t just get the 
land for this outrageously low rate. 
They’d get a magnificent complex 
of 40 buildings, many of them with 
prime heritage classifications, as 
well as a historic clocktower, bowl-
ing green and cricket oval and many 
other facilities!

Both Federal and State 
Governments have resorted to the 
ploy of failing to carry out adequate 
maintenance to historic sites over 
a long period, and then declaring 
that their maintenance costs don’t 
justify their retention. And in the 
case of the Kenmore site, the Carr 
Government has indeed declared 
that the site must be sold because of 
its heavy maintenance costs.

The Government claims that the 
cost of carrying out proper main-
tenance works has now reached 
$3 million per year. This figure is 
almost certainly inflated because 
of failure to carry out adequate 
maintenance. However, even if the 
figure is taken at face value, by its 
own admission the Government is 
selling off the entire site, and its 
buildings and facilities, for the cost 
of a year’s maintenance.

And what would happen to the 
government offices currently at 
the site? They’d have to be housed 
in other equivalent facilities, with 
huge relocation, establishment and 
purchase or rental costs – unless, 
of course, the level of service they 
provided was downgraded or abol-
ished altogether.

The Kenmore saga is remark-
ably similar to that of Callan Park. 
Both cases illustrate all too clearly 
the attitude that extensive and 

beautiful government real estate 
is wasted on the public, especially 
when it primarily serves the needs 
of the mentally ill.

The solution to this “problem”, 
they argue, is for such sites to be 
sold off for private development 
– but for a very reasonable figure, 
of course. After all, you wouldn’t 
want to scare the buyers off, would 
you?

Contracts for the sale are said 
to have been exchanged, but settle-
ment can’t proceed without the 
approval of the local council and 
Planning NSW. The NSW Heritage 
Office may also offer an opinion.

The Council may decide to 
oppose the deal, but this is doubtful, 
since the Mayor has already given 
his blessing to it. In any case, the 
State Government has the authority 
to override Council objections, if 
necessary by special legislation.

Going by their performance at 
the Quarantine Station inquiry, both 
Planning NSW and the Heritage 
Office may recommend some con-
ditions on the deal, but are most 
unlikely to oppose the sale outright.

The announcement of the sale 
has stunned and enraged local resi-
dents, who had heard little about 
the Government’s intentions. The 
deal is cloaked in “commercial in 
confidence” secrecy, and access to 
relevant files under the Freedom 
of Information Act is “finan-
cially prohibitive”, according to 
local National Party MP, Katrina 
Hodgkinson.

The Government obviously 
thinks it can ride roughshod over 
the public. But it may get a sur-
prise. The people of Goulburn are 
said to be up in arms over the issue, 
as are other organisations such as 
the National Trust and the Friends 
of Government Lands. J

AUSTRALIA

One of the main arguments against the introduction of geneti-
cally engineered food is that there have been no scientifically 
satisfactory tests of the effects of GE foods on human beings. 
That’s pretty basic common sense. But the powerful economic 
and political forces behind the push for GE foods are trying to 
force countries around the world to grow genetically modified 
crops and accept GE imports. As it drafts a free trade agree-
ment with the Bush administration, the Howard Government 
is in this up to its neck, supporting the US in its attempt to 
have the World Trade Organisation order EU countries to 
drop their ban on GE foods. As Greens Senator Bob Brown 
asked last week, is Tasmania’s moratorium on GE crops 
going to be sacrificed next in the name of market forces?

The growth of the private security sector has been rapid, es-
pecially in NSW where a “partnership” was formed with the 
NSW Police during the 2000 Olympics. This has resulted in 
private security personnel guarding government buildings and 
high profile public places such as the Harbour Bridge and 
Opera House. But, as with all private for-profit operations, 
the system is riddled with crime and corruption. So much so 
that the around 40,000 private security guards in the State 
are to be fingerprinted and cross checked with a police data 
base. This is because organised crime is using private se-
curity operations as a front for various, somewhat illegal, 
activities, such as gun-running, robbery and drug dealing.

And talking of fronts for criminal activities, it was revealed 
last week that the Howard Government has covered up evi-
dence of the trafficking of women to Australia for prostitution. 
Leaked documents show the Government has known about 
the trafficking by organised crime for more than a year but has 
done nothing about it. A report given to the office of Immigra-
tion Minister Philip Ruddock says that the victims “enter into 
debt arrangements as they are unable to obtain a visa them-
selves to legally work in Australia”. As a result they are tied 
to “debt bondage arrangements or contracts” and become 
“the victims of sexual servitude”. The report was duly ignored 
and filed away, probably under “d” for “don’t give a stuff.”

“Aged-care empire” has a strange ring about it, unless you 
consider how capitalism works, then it makes perfect sense. 
Why shouldn’t one individual make tens of million of dollars 
from the needs of society’s frail and elderly? Dingo was given 
pause to consider this question when he saw that a sizeable 
chunk of Doug Moran’s $300 million Moran Health Care Group 
was up for sale. Who might buy it? If “opportunity” is the by-
word of the truly innovative entrepreneur, a real go-getter 
would see a huge captive, disposable, endlessly replaceable 
workforce, which could be made to labour for food and board.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is G-G Peter Holling-
worth, for not resigning after protecting paedophile priests.

Ring the bell that still can ring

Magnificent historic 
site going for a pittance
With its latest deal, the Carr Labor Government is consolidating its 
odious reputation as a very obliging estate agent for big developers 
in NSW.

by Vic Williams
He was there as part of the Iraq 

Peace Team whose aim was to be 
the voice of the Iraqi people. He 
found the Iraqi families were mag-
nificent in their acceptance of the 
Peace Team people. They separated 
the people from the government. 
One said to him, “Australian people 
good; government bad”.

Neville listed the variety of 
reasons given by the US for the 
invasion – to rout out terrorism, to 
find weapons of mass destruction, 
to change the regime, and lastly 
when they were threadbare, libera-
tion of the Iraqi people.

There have been past imperialist 
conquerers: the Romans, the British 
and now the Americans. The US is 
as ruthless and brutal as the others. 
They have invented a definition of 
defence; any action to defend the 
standard of the US, to be fought in 
any country. “I am most definitely 
an anti-imperialist. I oppose the vio-
lation of human rights. I believe the 
US have become terrorists”.

Neville could see the difference 
between some of the soldiers and 

the imperialism of the US army. 
Many he spoke to said, “Going into 
the army was the only way I could 
get college or tertiary education”.

He showed his peace banner 
above a group of US troops for 
hours.

One of them sent a message up 
to him.

“Tell the old guy I agree with his 
banner.” Another said whenever he 
shot he fired up in the air. Only one 
soldier he interviewed put forward 
the definition of defence as being 
there to defend against a threat to 
US standards made anywhere.

Neville then asked, “Where do 
we go from here? Did marching 
have any effect?”

He answered that the drive must 
now gather momentum. We had 
to block the streets as they did in 
San Francisco. He looked to trade 
unions to take the struggle further. 
Dictatorial governments could be 
changed without war, as dictators 
Suharto and Marcos were removed 
without war.

There was a need for non-violent 
strategies to change governments.

Our experience in Australia 
showed that war was fatal for 
democracy.

Where 71 per cent were against 
war in Iraq, Howard said he 
wouldn’t’ change his opinion. We 
could claim freedom of speech, but 
what was said was ignored by the 
diminutive Mussolini.

The “No decision” hid the 
already made decision – most 
blatantly made before opening the 
debate.

There is a great need for 
democratising the media. At pres-
ent it is in bed with the military. In 
announcing the decision for war, 
Howard fell back on the story of 
the regime that would “gouge the 
eyes of children to force parents to 
talk and confess”.

Bush sees “glorious vic-
tory”, portrayed by the toppling of 
Saddam’s statue with a rent-a-crowd 
cheering, but Neville saw Iraq very 
unsettled with fighting still going 
on. Democracy cannot be imposed, 
it will be sheer chaos.

In conclusion he quoted from a 
theme song, “Ring the bell that can 
still ring”. “Voices opposing war 
need to be heard again”.

He was given a long-standing 
ovation. J

Over 700 people welcomed Rev Neville Watson and packed the 
Fremantle Town Hall on Tuesday May 13 to hear of his experiences 
during the war in Iraq.
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by Jason Halperin
While I understand the need for 

some measure of security and pre-
caution in times such as these, the 
manner in which this detention and 
interrogation took place raises seri-
ous questions about police tactics 
and the safeguarding of civil liber-
ties in times of war.

That night, March 20, my room-
mate Asher and I were on our way 
to see the Broadway show Rent. We 
had an hour to spare before curtain 
time so we stopped into an Indian 
restaurant just off of Times Square 
in the heart of midtown. I have omit-
ted the name of the restaurant so as 
not to subject the owners to any fur-
ther harassment or humiliation.

We helped ourselves to the 
buffet and then sat down to begin 
eating our dinner. I was just about 
to tell Asher how I’d eaten there 
before and how delicious the veg-
etable curry was, but I never got 
a chance. All of a sudden, there 
was a terrible commotion and five 
members of the New York Police 
Department in bullet-proof vests 
stormed down the stairs. They had 
their guns drawn and were pointing 
them indiscriminately at the restau-
rant staff and at us.

“Go to the back, go to the back 
of the restaurant,” they yelled.

I hesitated, lost in my own 
panic.

“Did you not hear me, go to the 
back and sit down,” they demanded.

I complied and looked around at 
the other patrons. There were eight 
men including the waiter, all of 
South Asian descent and ranging in 
age from late-teens to senior citizen. 
One of the policemen pointed his 
gun point-blank in the face of the 
waiter and shouted: “Is there anyone 
else in the restaurant?” The waiter, 
terrified, gestured to the kitchen.

The police placed their fingers 
on the triggers of their guns and 
kicked open the kitchen doors. 
Shouts emanated from the kitchen 
and a few seconds later five 
Hispanic men were made to crawl 
out on their hands and knees, guns 
pointed at them.

After patting us all down, the 
five officers seated us at two tables. 
As they continued to kick open 
doors to closets and bathrooms 
with their fingers glued to their 

triggers, no less than ten officers 
in suits emerged from the stairwell. 
Most of them sat in the back of the 
restaurant typing on their laptop 
computers. Two of them walked 
over to our table and identified 
themselves as officers of the INS 
[US Immigration and Naturalization 
Service – Department of Justice] and 
Homeland Security Department.

I explained that we were just 
eating dinner and asked why we 
were being held. We were told by 
the INS agent that we would be 
released once they had confirmation 
that we had no outstanding warrants 
and our immigration status was 
OK’d.

In pre-9/11 America, the 
legality of this would have been 
questionable. After all, the Fourth 
Amendment to the Constitution 
states: “The right of the people to 
be secure in their persons, houses, 
papers and effects, against unrea-
sonable searches and seizures, shall 
not be violated; and no warrants 
shall issue, but upon probable cause, 
supported by oath or affirmation, 
and particularly describing the place 
to be searched and the persons or 
things to be seized.”

“You have no right to hold us”, 
Asher insisted.

“Yes, we have every right”, 
responded one of the agents. “You 
are being held under the Patriot 
Act following suspicion under an 
internal Homeland Security inves-
tigation.”

The USA PATRIOT Act was 
passed into law on October 26, 
2001, in order to facilitate the 
post 9/11 crackdown on terrorism 
(the name is actually an acronym: 
“Uniting and Strengthening America 
by Providing Appropriate Tools 
Required to Intercept and Obstruct 
Terrorism Act.”)

Like most Americans, I did not 
recognise the extent to which this 
Bill foregoes our civil liberties. 
Among the unprecedented rights it 
grants to the Federal Government 
are the right to wiretap without war-
rant, and the right to detain without 
warrant. As I quickly discovered, 
the right to an attorney has been 
seemingly fudged as well.

When I asked to speak to a 
lawyer, the INS official informed 
me that I do have the right to a 

lawyer but I would have to be 
brought down to the station and 
await security clearance before 
being granted one. When I asked 
how long that would take, he replied 
with a coy smile: “Maybe a day, 
maybe a week, maybe a month”.

We insisted that we had every 
right to leave and were going to do 
so. One of the policemen walked 
over with his hand on his gun and 
taunted: “Go ahead and leave, just 
go ahead”.

We remained seated. Our IDs 
were taken, and brought to the offi-
cers with laptops. I was questioned 
over the fact that my license was out 
of state, and asked if I had “some-
thing to hide”.

The police continued to hassle 
the kitchen workers, demanding 
licences and dates of birth. One of 
the kitchen workers was shaking 
hysterically and kept providing the 
day’s date “March 20, 2003”, over 
and over.

As I continued to press for legal 
counsel, a female officer who had 
been busy typing on her laptop in the 
front of the restaurant, walked over 
and put her finger in my face. “We 
are at war, we are at war and this 
is for your safety”, she exclaimed. 
As she walked away from the table, 
she continued to repeat it to herself, 
“We are at war, we are at war. How 
can they not understand this.”

I most certainly understand that 
we are at war. I also understand 
that the freedoms afforded to all of 
us in the Constitution were meant 
specifically for times like these. Our 
freedoms were carved out during 
times of strife by people who were 
facing brutal injustices, and were 
intended specifically so that this 
nation would behave differently in 
such times. If our freedoms crumble 
exactly when they are needed most, 
then they were really never free-
doms at all.

After an hour and a half the 
INS agent walked back over and 
handed Asher and me our licences. 
A policeman took us by the arm and 
escorted us out of the building.

Before stepping out to the 
street, the INS agent apologised. 
He explained, in a low voice, that 
they did not think the two of us 
were in the restaurant. Several of 
the other patrons, though of South 
Asian descent, were in fact US 
citizens.

There were four taxi driv-
ers, two students, one newspaper 
salesman, all unwitting customers, 
just like Asher and me. I doubt, 
though, they received any apologies 
from the INS or the Department of 
Homeland Security.

Nor have the over 600 people 
of South Asian descent currently 
being held without charge by the 
Federal Government. Apparently, 
this type of treatment is acceptable. 
One of the taxi drivers, a US citizen, 
spoke to me during the interroga-
tion. “Please stop talking to them”, 
he urged. “I have been through this 
before. Please do whatever they say. 
Please for our sake.”

Three days later I phoned the 
restaurant to discover what hap-
pened. The owner was nervous and 
embarrassed and obviously did not 
want to talk about it. But I man-
aged to ascertain that the whole 

thing had been one giant mistake. 
A mistake. Loaded guns pointed in 
faces, people made to crawl on their 
hands and knees, police officers 
clearly exacerbating a tense situa-
tion by kicking in doors, taunting, 
keeping their fingers on the trigger 
even after the situation was under 
control. A mistake. And, accord-
ing to the ACLU [American Civil 
Liberties Union], a perfectly legal 
one, thanks to the Patriot Act.

The Patriot Act is just the 
first phase of the erosion of the 
Fourth Amendment. From the 
Justice Department has emerged 
a draft of the Domestic Securities 
Enhancement Act, also known as 
Patriot II.

Among other things, this act 
would allow the Justice Department 
to detain anyone, anytime, secretly 

and indefinitely. It would also make 
it a crime to reveal the identity or 
even existence of such a detainee.

Every American citizen, whether 
they support the current war or not, 
should be alarmed by the speed and 
facility with which these changes to 
our fundamental rights are taking 
place.

And all of those who thought 
that these laws would never affect 
them, who thought that the Patriot 
Act only applied to the guilty, 
should heed this story as a wake-up 
call. Please learn from my experi-
ence. We are all vulnerable so 
speak out and organise, our Fourth 
Amendment rights depend upon it.
Jason Halperin lives in
New York City and works at
Doctors Without Borders/
Medicins San Frontieres. J

MAGAZINE

“A patriot must always be ready to defend his country against 
his government.” Edward Abbey
Two weeks ago I experienced a very small taste of what 
hundreds of South Asian immigrants and US citizens of 
South Asian descent have gone through since 9/11, and 
what thousands of others have come to fear. I was held, 
against my will and without warrant or cause, under the 
USA PATRIOT Act. 

Are we afraid
to call this “Fascism”?

Sydney

Fund raiser for Cuba
Sunday 25th May 12 noon ‘til late

Casa Latina Americana
Addison Rd Community Centre

122 Addison Rd, Marrickville
Organised by Amigos de Cuba
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by Tim Wheeler
The Justice Department (DOJ) 

has signed a US$67 million contract 
with ChoicePoint to provide the 
FBI, Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, Border Patrol and other law 
enforcement agencies with access to 
ChoicePoint’s 13 billion files.

The FBI paid ChoicePoint US$8 
million for dossiers on almost every 
adult living in the United States.

The Atlanta-based firm, with a 
market value of US$2.5 billion and 
2002 revenues of US$594 million 
brags that it has bought the records 
of residents of Mexico, Guatemala, 
Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, 
Costa Rica, Colombia, Venezuela, 
Brazil and Argentina.

Chris Hoofnagle, deputy 
counsel at the Washington-based 
Electronic Privacy Information 
Center (EPIC), told the People’s 
Weekly World, “This is a question 
of national sovereignty. Do these 
nations want another country to 
have such extensive personal data 
about their citizens?”

In Mexico, ChoicePoint bought 
the country’s entire voter registry 
and sells the names, one at a time, to 
the US Government.

ChoicePoint has purchased 
Colombia’s entire citizen ID data-
base which the Bush administration 
can buy for US$90 per name. “I 
don’t believe 31 million Colombians 
authorised that”, Nelson Remolina, 
a Colombian lawyer and privacy 
advocate, said.

Hoofnagle pointed out that 
the 1974 Privacy Act forbids US 
Government agencies from collect-

ing many categories of personal 
information. “It created an incentive 
to privatise dossier building, turn-
ing it over to private companies”, 
he said.

“Thirty years ago the FBI would 
have to follow you around to find 
this information. Now they down-
load it from the ChoicePoint web 
site.”

The EPIC website* features an 
internal DOJ memo containing a 
ChoicePoint price list for retrieval of 
records. For example, DOJ agreed to 
pay US$20 for the driver’s licence 
records of individual Mexicans. But 
the website also included the price 
list for information on individuals in 
Florida, Texas, Georgia, Ohio, and 
New York.

According to the list, DOJ 
would pay ChoicePoint only 
US$2.00 per name for voter regis-
tration records in Texas.

Hoofnagle pointed out that 
the Pentagon’s Total Information 
Awareness Program (TIAP), headed 
by John Poindexter, convicted for 
his role in the Iran Contra scandal, 
has been delayed by legislation 
authored by Democrat Senator 
Ron Wyden. The legislation gives 
the Pentagon until mid-May to tell 
Congress why this “super-snoop” 
agency is needed.

“Wyden’s bill slowed it down 
but it didn’t kill it”, Hoofnagle said. 
“You can be sure the Pentagon is 
preparing that report.” But in the 
meantime, he said, ChoicePoint is 
collecting much of that same data 
and selling it to Homeland Security 
Department, the Justice Department, 

the FBI and the Pentagon. “The 
more information they have about 
our personal lives, the more power 
they have over us.”

Hoofnagle paid US$20 to obtain 
ChoicePoint’s dossier on himself. 
“They said I was a member of a 
community organisation. They listed 
me as a `high risk’ property owner 
because I once owned a condo in 
a building that had a disco in the 
basement. If you have a predisposi-
tion to union organising, it will be in 
your file.”

ChoicePoint offers “pre-
employment screening” to both 
private and public sector employers 
through its Online Job Applicant 
Personality Profiling System. 
Baxter Gillespie of ChoicePoint’s 
WorkPlace Solutions Group 
says their TestProfiles provides 
“employers with a speedy, cost 

effective way to make smarter 
hiring decisions.”

Jay Stanley, a specialist on pri-
vacy rights for the American Civil 
Liberties Union, told the People’s 
Weekly World the ChoicePoint con-
tract reveals the dangers of allowing 
unaccountable corporations to 
assemble electronic dossiers on mil-
lions of people. “The technology is 
moving so quickly it allows for end 
runs around privacy laws and the 
US Constitution.”

The lush federal contracts are 
a Bush administration payback 
for ChoicePoint’s central role in 
the 2000 election when Florida 
Secretary of State Katherine Harris, 
on orders from Governor Jeb Bush, 
paid a ChoicePoint subsidiary, Data 
Base Technologies (DBT) of Boca 
Raton US$2.3 million to purge the 
state’s voter rolls.

ChoicePoint-DBT, dominat-
ed by right-wing Republican 
extremists like former Minnesota 
Congressman Vin Weber, billion-
aire Ken Langone, and Home Depot 
CEO Bernard Marcus, prepared a 
list of 66,000 voters, predominant-
ly Black and Latino, for removal 
from Florida’s voting rolls, mostly 
on the spurious grounds they were 
ex-convicts.

Greg Palast, an American writ-
ing for The Observer of London, 
revealed that 8000 of those “ex-
cons” had moved to Florida from 
Texas and had committed “nothing 
more serious than misdemeanours 
such as drunk driving (like their 
governor, George W Bush).”

People’s Weekly World, paper of 
Communist Party, USA
*www.epic.org J
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ChoicePoint Inc, a data-processing firm, is selling 
government data bases on residents of 10 Latin American 
nations to the US Government, allowing them to track 
immigrants entering or living in this country. ChoicePoint 
is notorious for purging Black and Latino voters in Florida 
to help George W Bush steal the 2000 elections.

Collecting data on everyone

by Bob Briton

My expectations for the fes-
tival weren’t high. I’ve seen at 
least one too many of those offi-
cially sanctioned celebrations of 
Australia’s multicultural society to 
get very excited beforehand. The 
usual format is to showcase some 
traditional performing arts from the 
homelands of migrant communities, 
pat ourselves on the back for being 
such a tolerant society, shed some 
purely symbolic tears for the plight 
of Indigenous Australians, eat some 
“ethnic” food and go home.

On Saturday (May 17) – the 
ninth day of this 10-day long festival 
– I walked into the well-equipped, 
darkened hall of the Arts Centre Port 
Noarlunga during a performance by 
young girls from the Minya Porlis 
Aboriginal dance group. The sin-
cerity of the performance and the 
appreciation of the audience created 
a welcoming atmosphere.

Then the first public screen-
ing of Southern Journeys was 
announced. Writer, Elizabeth 
Mansutti, and filmmaker, Fernando 
Gonçalves, had been invited by the 
City of Onkaparinga to facilitate 

and record the stories of people 
coming from a variety of cultural 
backgrounds who have settled in 
the Southern region of Adelaide and 
those of the original Kaurna people.

The stories were very instruc-
tive. People’s experiences of settling 
in the area varied greatly. Some met 
no racist hostility, others a little and 
others still (notably the Aboriginal 
participants) encountered quite a lot. 
In spite of these difficulties, the sub-
jects have all grown to love the area 
and give a positive appraisal of their 
decision to settle in the Southern 
suburbs of the SA capital.

Much of this could have been 
anticipated. Some had fled politi-
cal persecution in countries like 
Iran. One woman wanted refuge for 
her family from the war in Bosnia 
Herzegovina. Another settler had 
been looking for more opportunities 
and greater security for his kids than 
was available in his native Egypt. 
There can be no doubting that these 
people have found what they were 
after.

However, the film also shows 
a rare honesty in detailing the 
problems still to be found in “para-
dise”. The refugee from the former 

Yugoslavia is finding less and less 
work as a translator and ESL teach-
er. A number of those interviewed 
were feeling powerless about the 
current global drift towards war. 
One self-described “boat person” 
from New Zealand felt a pull from 
her former homeland because of its 
opposition to the invasion and occu-
pation of Iraq.

For me, the other uplifting fea-
ture of the film was its depiction of 
the resourcefulness and the skills 
of the people. Most worked hard to 
preserve the food culture of their 
communities. Among them there 
were vignerons, growers of olives 
for oil and eating, bio-dynamic 
yoghurt and cottage cheese produc-
ers, growers of strawberries and 
organic produce.

Most of them expressed satisfac-
tion at being able to “put back” into 
society through voluntary efforts in 
clubs and activities organised by the 
City Council.

It is very reassuring to see that, 
despite its best efforts, capitalism 
has not yet succeeded in leaving us 
with only one identity – that of con-
sumers of products and commercial 
“culture”. Southern Journeys con-
tains this message.

The producers of the film, 
the City of Onkaparinga and the 
Australia Council for the Arts have 
my thanks for the reminder. J

Sometimes you can get a boost of optimism from the most 
unlikely sources. Last week I travelled way down south 
in Adelaide to take in some of the “Art of Living Festival ” 
presented by the City of Onkaparinga.

Southern Journeys (the film)
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The International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights has adopted the general com-
ment on the right to water which 
states that the human right to drink-
ing water is fundamental for life and 
health, and sufficient and safe drink-
ing water is a precondition for the 
realisation of all other human rights.

The Geneva Conventions of 
1949 (Protocol 1, Article 54) state: 
“It is prohibited to attack, destroy, 
remove or render useless objects 
indispensable to the survival of the 
civilian population such as food-
stuffs, crops, livestock and drinking 
water installations and supplies.”

The Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court pro-
hibits: “Intentionally directing 
attacks against civilian objects, that 
is, objects which are not military 
objectives.”

Public health crisis
On May 12, almost two months 

after the US invasion of Iraq and 
a month after the US occupation 
of Baghdad, there were still large 
portions of the population lacking 
safe water and the resulting public 
health crisis includes high rates of 
illness and death related to water-
borne diseases. The following news 
items come from the International 
Committee for the Red Cross 
(ICRC).

• Repair work started on Abu 
Nuwas pumping station, heavily 
looted in recent weeks. This station 
is extremely important for supply-
ing water to poor areas of Al Sadr, 
Khamalyia, Al Ameen and Al Uboor 
districts. Unfortunately by the next 
morning looters had not only stolen 
equipment but had also destroyed 
what remained.

• Water distribution by tankers 
covered 18 locations, delivering 
190,000 litres over the past few 
days. Emergency repairs continue in 
Al Amari water treatment facility.

• Fear of cholera epidemics in 
southern Iraq is increasing, and the 
WHO has already sent samples to 
Kuwait for clinical testing. Cholera 
is endemic in the south and this is 
the “season” for it. However, given 
the deteriorating overall health 
situation, it will be much more 
difficult to cope with it this year. 
The security situation (destruction 
and looting of water facilities) is 
ultimately to blame for the spread 
of cholera and other water-borne 
diseases.

• The pumping station at Al 
Hayyanniyah, which supplies Al-
Zubair, has been completely looted, 
leaving half the town’s population 
of 50,000 with problems of access 
to water. The repair of the Shuaiba 
pipeline allows some water to reach 
Al-Zubair.

Lessons from
1991 Gulf War

During the first Gulf War, 
attacks against Iraqi infrastructure 
by US-led military forces claimed 
a minimum of 110,000 civilian 
causalities. The vast majority of 
deaths were caused not by the 
direct impact of bombs but by the 
destruction of the electric power 
grid and the ensuing collapse of the 
public health, water and sanitation 
systems leading to outbreaks of 
dysentery, cholera, and other water-
borne diseases.

An epidemiological survey 
conducted in Iraq in August 1991 
reported the deaths of 47,000 chil-
dren under the age of five.

Accountability for war crimes
War crimes are international 

crimes for which there is individual 
responsibility.

Although the US has expressly 
rejected the International Criminal 
Court, the US Congress in 1996 
enacted the War Crimes Act under 
which civilian courts have authority 
to try either civilians or members of 
the armed services for war crimes 
and grave breaches of the Geneva 
Conventions.

The Center for Constitutional 
Rights and the Center for 
Economic and Social Rights are 
co-operating with a wide range of 
organisations to compile evidence 
and prepare legal strategies to 
prosecute all parties that commit 
war crimes in Iraq.
Public Citizen J

by Evelina Alarcon & Juan Lopez

“The ILWU opposes the Bush 
administration’s choice of war 
instead of diplomatic, economic, 
and other sanctions in dealing with 
the situation in Iraq and potential 
situations with Syria, Iran, North 
Korea, Pakistan, China, and other 
countries”, the main anti-war 
resolution stated.

“The U.S. is the only nation to 
have troops stationed in 144 coun-
tries around the world … and has 
repeatedly used this military power 
to extend and protect US corporate 
interests. … The United States 
should renounce its own use of 
weapons of mass destruction”, the 
resolution continued.

“This debate is fundamental to 
the future of the ILWU”, said Joe 
Wenzl, West Coast committeeman, 
who made an impassioned plea for 
adoption of the anti-war resolu-
tion submitted by Hawaii Local 
142, which opened an intense 
discussion.

“The idea that we are to remain 
silent in the face of murder … is 
something we should say no to 
not only in this convention but 
in public”, Wenzl continued in 
response to delegates who called for 
silence on the war as a sign of sup-
porting the troops.

“You don’t achieve peace by 
inflicting war on the workers of the 
world. We oppose war and yet we 
support the sons and daughters of 
the working class and poor that are 
sent into harm’s way by an admin-
istration that tried to break the back 

of the longshore division just six 
months ago.”

Terri Mast, National Secretary-
Treasurer of the Inland Boatmen’s 
Union (IBU), who also argued for 
passage of the peace resolution, 
said, “We have to stand up for what 
this union means. Folks around the 
world have supported us because 
the ILWU has always been there 
for them.”

“George Bush is the most anti-
labor, anti-working family president 
ever. Is his war policy different?”, 
asked a Local 5 delegate from 
Portland. “Bush wants working and 
poor folks to fight his war and then 
calls for cuts in veterans’ benefits. 
We want them out of harm’s way”.

Clarence Thomas, a Bay-area 
Local 10 delegate, argued that it is 
corporate interest that motivates the 
Bush agenda in Iraq. “It is not coin-
cidental that Stevedoring Services 
of America tried to break the ILWU 
during their contract negotiations 
and five days into the war with Iraq 
was rewarded with a $4.8 million 
contract to manage the Iraqi port of 
Umm Qasr”, he said.

The debate also strongly 
addressed the cost to the American 
people of Bush’s pre-emptive war 
agenda, calling for reduction in 
the military budget while redirect-
ing resources for adequate pay and 
benefits to enlisted personnel and 
funding for veterans’ programs, 
for social needs, and improving the 
nation’s infrastructure.

The debate outcome was 
influenced by a moving presenta-

tion given that morning by Ah 
Quon McElrath, a Regent from the 
University of Hawaii and former 
volunteer and social worker for 
Hawaii Local 142.

“The ILWU has a long and 
proud history, and it has contrib-
uted to the tapestry of working 
people throughout the world,” 
said McElrath. “Our immortality 
is preserved in the building of a 
union which continues to define 
who we are ...”

“Only you can learn from those 
lessons”, McElrath told delegates. 
“Only you, in concert with others, 
can prevent moving into the bowels 
of a police state.”

The peace resolution passed 
overwhelmingly, and was followed 
by adoption of many related resolu-
tions. One from Local 10 called for 

the immediate withdrawal of US 
occupation of Iraq and for recogni-
tion of the Arab peoples’ right to 
self-determination.

Congresswoman Barbara Lee 
(D-Calif.), commended delegates 
for adopting the resolutions. “We 
have to continue to fight against 
war and US occupation of Iraq”, she 
said. “The stakes are enormous. We 
must challenge the Bush administra-
tion on all their policies.”

In a dramatic show of interna-
tional labour solidarity, delegates 
made William Mendoza, the local 
union President at a Coca-Cola 
plant in Colombia, an honourary 
member of the ILWU. Mendoza, 
whose life has been threatened by 
US-backed paramilitary forces who 
have assassinated over 4000 union-
ists in Colombia in the last two 
years, made an emotional plea for 
support of a boycott of Coca-Cola, 
which has been tied to the violence. 
The ILWU agreed and also gave 
$5000 to the campaign.

“I was overwhelmed with emo-
tion”, Mendoza told the People’s 
Weekly World afterwards. “You 
cannot imagine the joy it gives me 
to see the people here express their 
solidarity so generously with me 
and our struggle, with my family 
and the families of my assassinated 
co-workers.”

The convention also came out 
strongly against attacks on demo-
cratic rights and called on Congress 
“to repeal the Patriot Act, Homeland 
Security and other recent laws 
which infringe on the Bill of Rights 
and collective bargaining”.

The Convention agreed to 
send a letter to Oakland Mayor 
Jerry Brown demanding a full 
investigation of the police attack 
on the peaceful anti-war protest at 
the Oakland port on April 7 where 
nine longshoremen and numer-
ous demonstrators were injured. 
The ILWU called for dropping all 
charges against those arrested by 
police. J

“Bush wants working and poor folk to fight his war”

INTERNATIONAL

LWU convention calls for peace, not war
SAN FRANCISCO: The International Longshore and Warehouse 
Union (ILWU) called on the Bush administration and Congress 
to adopt policies of peace, as delegates to the 32nd International 
Convention overwhelmingly passed resolutions against the war in 
Iraq and in opposition to President Bush’s foreign policy.

This means that all the official 
papers of the Party, of those that 
belong to Comrade Hanna Amira; 
the PPP representative in PLO 
Executive Committee, and those for 
the other leading comrades had been 
confiscated.

The action of the Israeli armed 
forces was preceded, during the 
past few months, by attacks on PPP 
office buildings in Nablus, Toukarm, 
Salfeet, Qalqilia, and Jenin.

The attacks resulted in the con-
fiscation of all official papers and 
the destruction of windows, doors, 
furniture and equipment.

Such brutal measures and vio-
lations against the offices of one 
of the leading political parties in 
the West Bank and Gaza coupled 
with the detention of many of the 
Party’s cadres indicate the intention 
of the Israeli occupation authori-
ties to escalate their oppression 
to silence those who firmly lead a 
moderate and realistic struggle for 
the establishment of a Palestinian 

Independent State and solving the 
Palestinian problem according to 
the UN resolutions.

“The attack on the PPP is a call 
to intensify solidarity with the people 
of Palestine and to increase political 
pressure on the Israeli Government 
and its allies”, the Communist Party 
of South Africa said, in a strong 
statement of condemnation.

The Jordanian Communist Party 
expressed grave concern over the 
whole situation in Palestine and 
strongly condemned the Israeli 
attempts to prevent PPP from carry-
ing on with its struggle against the 
outraging Israeli aggression, occu-
pation, incursion and war crimes.

Protests against the recent 
attacks on the PPP’s headquarters 
in Ramallah should be sent to the 
Israeli Embassy in Canberra.
The address is:
6 Turrana St, Yarralumla, ACT 2600
email: canberra@israel.org
phone: 02 9273 3541
fax: 02 9273 4273 J

Urgent appeal

Israeli forces raid Palestinian 
communists’ headquarters
Communist Parties and other progressive forces in the world have 
strongly condemned the attack on the Palestinian Peoples’ Party 
(PPP) offices in Ramallah at midnight of May 10. Israeli armed 
forces raided their main headquarters in Ramallah and confiscated 
all the hard disks of their computers, files, political documents and 
administrative papers.

Water is essential for human life.  No one can survive without 
sufficient water for drinking, cooking, washing and general 
hygiene. The human right to water is recognised in international 
law and must be defended during times of war.

War in Iraq and the right to water
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Peterson, née Rocha, was eight 
months pregnant when she disap-
peared last December. Police found 
her body in early April in the San 
Francisco Bay. Her foetus was 
located a mile away – still attached 
to the umbilical cord. The discovery 
evoked horror and rage in the hearts 
of women and all who stand up 
strong against misogynist violence 
in any form. Police arrested her 
husband as a suspect in her apparent 
murder.

Now the Bush administration 

and foes of abortion on Capitol Hill 
are trying to redirect the anger and 
revulsion at Laci Peterson’s tragic 
death into support for a bill that 
would make a foetus a separate 
person from the woman carrying it 
to term. California state prosecutors 
have announced their intention to 
charge Scott Peterson with double 
homicide of two people and seek 
the death penalty.

In an April 25 White House 
media conference, spokesperson Ari 
Fleischer pressed Congress to pass 

the “Unborn Victims of Violence 
Act,” which establishes penalties 
for harming a foetus in the course of 
a federal crime.

The bill, already introduced in 
the Senate, is soon to come before 
the House.

This bill, and the charge of 
double homicide, are attempts to 
define a foetus as a person pro-
tected under the 14th Amendment, 
which bans any state from depriv-
ing “any person of life, liberty or 
property without due process of 
law”.

This lays the basis for outlaw-
ing abortions and criminalising as 
murderers those who perform them 
or receive them.

Women’s groups are outraged. 
Even Democrat Representative 
Jerrold Nadler, warns that this con-
gressional move “has nothing to do 
with domestic violence or the sever-
ity of the crime. What they want 
to do under the guise of domestic 
violence is lay the groundwork for 
abolishing abortion rights. That is 
violence against women.”

From their own bourgeois van-
tage point, if the White House or 
Capitol Hill had real compassion 
about Laci Peterson’s life, they 
would beef up laws against harming 
pregnant women. But real support 
for women’s lives, and remedies 
for violence against women, take a 
grass-roots struggle.

Violence against women is 
endemic in a capitalist society that 
promotes ideological justification 
for the inequality of women. Real 
support for women would begin 
with funding for battered women’s 
shelters and couples counselling, 
access to decent jobs and education, 
affordable day care, and drug and 
alcohol programs.

And first and foremost, each 
woman needs control of her own 
body – to have the most profound 
and basic right to decide when and 
if to have children.

Using the terrible death of Laci 
Peterson to lay the basis for the abo-
lition and criminalising of abortion 
is an additional act of violence – an 
egregious crime against women.
Workers’ World J

The Government of Cuba once 
again energetically rejects the infa-
mous inclusion of our country in 
this unilateral and spurious list.

The Bush administration is once 
again lying to the US and interna-
tional public in its desire to justify 
with false accusations the cruel and 
inhuman policy of blockade, hostil-
ity and aggression in the case of 
Cuba.

With this action, the United 
States is increasing its own lack of 
credibility in its campaign against 
international terrorism by having 
recourse to political manipula-
tions and flagrant lies against 
Cuba in its obsession to destroy the 
Revolution.

In an arbitrary form the US 
Government has included Cuba 
on the list of countries that alleg-
edly sponsor terrorism in the world, 
while rejecting through the use of 

empty, irrational arguments lack-
ing any solid base, Cuba’s proposal 
to subscribe to a Bilateral Program 
for Combatting Terrorism, placed 
before the US Government on 
November 29, 2001 and reiterated 
on December 3, 2001, March 12, 
2002, and December 17, 2002 at 
the 19th round of migratory talks 
between the two countries.

Maybe more than any other 
country in the world, Cuba knows 
what terrorism means. Since 1959 
we have been the victim of the 
most cruel and merciless terrorism, 
frequently sponsored, protected, 
financed and organised by the US 
Government itself, and which has 
resulted in the death of thousands of 
Cuban citizens.

The Cuban Revolution’s policy 
in relation to terrorism does not 
admit any questions or doubts, far 
less those coming from Washington.

Cuba condemns all acts, meth-
ods and practices of terrorism in 
all their forms and manifestations, 
wherever, by whoever commits 
them, against whom they are 
committed and whatever their 
motivations. At the same time, 
it condemns any action whose 
objective is to encourage, support, 
finance or cover up any terrorist act, 
method or practice.

Cuba was among the first 
nations to energetically and unhesi-
tatingly condemn the crime of 
September 11, 2001; it expressed 
our people’s condolences to the 
US people and our disposition to 
provide medical and humanitarian 
aid to the victims, and immediately 
offered to open its airspace and air-
ports to passenger planes en route 
to the United States at that difficult 
moment.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Cuba denounces before the 
people of Cuba and world public 
opinion the fallacies and lies with 
which the US Government is 
attempting to deceive the world and 
its own people as a way of sustain-
ing its aggressive and hostile policy 
against our country. J

BRAZIL: Brazilian President Luiz Ignacio Lula da Silva an-
nounced that he would propose a world campaign against 
hunger at the G8 summit in France, to which he has been 
invited to speak in June. “There, I am planning to present 
a proposal for combatting hunger in the world”, said Lula, 
Brazil’s first working-class President. The President gave no 
details of the plan. He stressed the economic benefits inher-
ent in improving poor people’s diets. “I’ve been imagining the 
day when Brazilians can buy the food at the grocer that we’ve 
produced, how the economy of this country will grow”, said 
Lula. In January, during the World Economic Forum in Davos, 
he proposed the creation of an international fund to eradicate 
misery and hunger in Third World countries. Aside from the 
world’s seven most industrialised nations, China, Mexico, 
South Africa and India will be attending next month’s summit.

BRITAIN: Angry cleaners at Heathrow airport demonstrated 
against employer failure to provide guidance on the SARS virus 
threat. The aeroplane cleaners, employed by privateers OCS, 
staged the protest to highlight the fact that they have received 
no information, extra materials or protective clothing since the 
health scare began. It takes 17 OCS cleaners to tackle a jumbo 
jet, but poverty pay of just ₤4.50 (A$11.20) an hour means that 
there is seldom a full team, placing workers under extra pres-
sure to avoid delays to flights. The cleaners work on planes in 
aircraft hangars. They are forbidden to open the plane doors, 
leaving the atmosphere inside hot, stuffy and prone to infection. 
The OCS crews are represented by general union GMB. A GMB 
organiser said that “These cleaners always work in unpleasant, 
hot, sweaty, enclosed conditions aboard the planes and so this 
new health scare has been the last straw for many of them”.

ALBANIA: Albania signed an agreement with the United 
States to exempt US citizens from prosecution by the Inter-
national Criminal Court – a concession unlikely to impress the 
European Union, which Albania hopes to join. The deal 
commits Albania not to hand over US citizens to the newly 
established tribunal, which is opposed by President Bush 
on the grounds that it could expose Americans to politically 
motivated prosecution. Albania is the 32nd country to accede 
to the US demand for exemption. The bulk of the 139 na-
tions that signed the ICC founding treaty, including all 15 EU 
members, have resisted similar pressure from Washington.

INDIA: Almost 19 years after the Bhopal gas disaster in India, 
survivors still seek Justice. Recently they confronted the CEO 
of Dow Chemical at a shareholders’ meeting. Rashida Bee and 
Champi Devi Shukla, came a long way from their home in Bho-
pal, to attend Dow Chemical Corporation’s annual shareholder 
meeting. Survivors of the 1984 Union Carbide disaster, the 
two women were in the US to confront Carbide’s new owner, 
Dow Chemical, and demand justice. Eight days into an indefi-
nite hunger strike Bee and Shukla showed up at Dow’s May 
8 AGM in Midland, Michigan. But, instead of offers for relief 
and rehabilitation, they say that Dow executives openly lied 
to shareholders about the company’s legal liabilities in Bhopal.

INTERNATIONAL

Statement from the Cuban
Ministry of Foreign Affairs:
On April 30, the US Government presented its annual report 
Patterns of Global Terrorism. In this document, Cuba is once again 
included on the list of states that allegedly sponsor terrorism at 
international level.

Cuba has nothing to hide

A ploy against women
It’s almost unimaginable that anyone would manipulate the 
tragic death of Laci Peterson to promote a reactionary agenda. 
But the White House and members of Congress are trying to do 
just that.

Global briefs

These anti-labour and anti-social 
policies include the liquidation of 
the public sector in industry, bank-
ing and various services including 
the education and health services 
and the transfer of these activities 
and enterprises to the local and for-
eign private firms, jeopardising the 
economic independence and bal-
anced development of the country.

The working people and trade 
unions are also protesting against 
the dilution of labour laws particu-
larly those concerning job security 
and labour protection and the liq-
uidation of the gains of decades of 
struggle of the Indian trade union 
movement.

The Indian trade union organi-
sations point out that these policies 
of globalisation, liberalisation and 
privatisation have already led to a 
steep rise in unemployment and fall 
in living standards.

These policies have not only 
failed to achieve economic and 
social development objectives 
adopted by the parliament but they 
endanger the strategies and poli-

cies of self-reliant economic 
development which are so essential 
for the eradication of poverty and 
to achieve the aims outlined in the 
national development plans.

The WFTU draws the attention 
of the ILO and its Commission on 
Globalisation to take note of this 
nationwide protest action of the 
working people and trade unions, 
supported by broad democratic 
forces in one of the most populous 
countries of the world which under-
lines the need for a total review and 
rejection of the neoliberal globalisa-
tion policy prescriptions imposed on 
countries by the IMF, World Bank 
and the WTO.

The WFTU appeals to trade 
unions and democratic forces in 
all countries to express their frater-
nal solidarity with the nationwide 
protest action on May 21 organ-
ised by the Indian trade union 
movement rejecting neoliberal glo-
balisation, and support the struggle 
for democratic, alternative, people-
oriented economic and development 
strategies. J

Solidarity with Indian trade unions
National trade union centres and industrial federations of trade 
unions of India have called for a nationwide general strike on 
May 21, 2003, to protest against the extremely serious negative 
consequences of so-called “globalisation” policies pursued by the 
government and employers as advised by the World Bank, IMF 
and the WTO.



10 THE GUARDIAN May 21 2003 THE GUARDIAN May 21 2003 11

Collecting loot
Seven thousand years ago, in the 
fertile valley between the Tigris 
and Euphrates rivers, in what is 
today Iraq, modern civilisation 
was born. Here people developed 
the first writing (in cuneiform on 
clay tablets). Here they invented 
the wheel.

by Rob Gowland

The relics and artefacts from 
that period and that region are 
part of the world’s cultural and 
historical heritage. Thousands of 
archaeological discoveries had 
been carefully unearthed over the 
last century and a half by schol-
ars, adventurers and straight-out 
treasure seekers.

Initially they were carted off to 
the museums of the Western impe-
rialist powers, or sold to the rich 
tourists and collectors from those 
countries.

But in Iraq, as in other Third 
World countries, these archaeologi-
cal treasures have in more recent 
times been jealously protected by 
national governments concerned to 
put a stop to imperialism’s high-
handed looting of their history and 
culture.

Iraq, whose relics being the 
oldest are among the most valuable, 
took stringent measures to stem the 
despoiling of its historic sites. The 
trade in ancient objects was strictly 
controlled, to the fury of the wealthy 
“collectors” in the West.

During the Gulf War in 1991, 
between four and five thousand 
objects disappeared from Iraq’s pro-
vincial museums. To protect what 
was left, the Iraqi authorities moved 

all the best stuff from the provincial 
museums into the national museum 
in Baghdad.

Some of these stolen objects 
are known to have subsequently 
appeared on the international 
“market” for ancient relics.

Only capitalism knowingly 
permits a trade in stolen objects 
to flourish. But, of course, this is 
a trade patronised by the very best 
people (well, the richest, anyway).

A generally unsympathetic arti-
cle by Jane Shilling in The Times on 
the wholesale thievery from Iraq’s 
museums for the benefit of Western 
collectors carried the truly bizarre 
title Iraq’s looting of its own past.

Nevertheless, it splendidly char-
acterised these “rich, acquisitive 
collectors, the proxy thieves who 
can never share them [the looted 
artefacts] with anyone, on account 
of their tainted past, but must admire 
them – gloat is probably the proper 
term – in private, with a furtive joy 
that must surely compromise the 
beauty of something made, as art 
generally is, to give pleasure freely 
to whoever happens to look at it”.

When the current US President 
began his series of bellicose threats 
against Iraq, the big art dealers 
in the US hastily set up a lobby 
group, under the misleading name 
the American Council for Cultural 
Policy (ACCP). The main target of 
their lobbying: Iraq’s policy of pro-
tecting its antiquities.

Inventing a new pejorative 
term for Iraq’s laws on this matter 
(“retentionist”), this classy bunch 
sought for ways to make it easier 
for Iraqi artefacts (regardless of how 
they were obtained) to enter the US. 
Now didn’t that show forethought 
on their part?

Then, in January, still before 
the start of the actual war, they met 
with officials of the US Defence 
Department and State Department. 
No doubt they wanted to impress on 
the US armed forces the importance 
of protecting Iraq’s antiquities. Do 
you think?

Maguire Gibson, from the 

Oriental Institute at Chicago 
University, described the ACCP to 
the British Spectator: “These are 
very, very well-connected people. 
They are able to get a meeting with 
whoever they like, when they like. 
You know, I believe they met with 
the President last week.

“They are very affluent people, 
too. One of the leading lights is 
a former State Department man, 
Arthur Houghton.

“You have to understand that 
some of the members of their 
organisation are among the biggest 
collectors and dealers of illegal 
artefacts in the world....”

Curious how, as I said last 
week, the first wave of “looters” 
of Baghdad’s National Museum of 
Antiquities were dressed in suits and 
carried mobile phones. Protected by 
a bevy of heavily armed thugs, they 
took the rarest and most precious 
of the treasures away in a well-
organised convoy of vehicles.

According to Rod Liddle in The 

Spectator, these robbers made off 
with “some 80 percent of the insti-
tution’s most cherished possessions: 
jewellery and gold and 100,000-
year-old stone tools and sculptures 
and carvings, ivory furniture, tile-
work, textiles and coins.

“Indeed, they stole the world’s 
few remaining artefacts from the 
Sumerian, Assyrian and Babylonian 
cultures”, including a mere eighty 
thousand Sumerian cuneiform tab-
lets! Only after this special gang had 
gone did “the mob” arrive, to pick 
over the remains unmolested by the 
powerful US Army.

Interpol’s Karl-Heinz Kind, 
its specialist officer for art and 
antiquity trafficking, was quoted in 
Britain’s Sunday Telegraph as early 
as April 20 saying “We already have 
reports of exhibits being offered for 
sale in Switzerland and Japan.”

Neil Brody, head of the Illicit 
Antiquities Research Centre at 
Cambridge University, says: “All 
the material looted from Baghdad 

was highly saleable, both to unscru-
pulous institutional museums and 
also to private collectors”.

According to The Spectator, 
Brody too “believes the raid on the 
Iraqi National Museum was planned 
well in advance, probably before the 
war had even started”.

On April 19, Rod Liddle in The 
Spectator mused, “It’s just possible, 
isn’t it, that those artefacts looted 
at gunpoint from the Iraqi National 
Museum will find their way into 
the hands of those private collectors 
who are so energetically represented 
by the American Council for 
Cultural Policy?

“I suppose it’s going way too far 
to say that the Americans are rapa-
cious crooks out to make as much 
money as they can – corporately 
and individually – from a country 
which they have enthusiastically 
destroyed.

“But I wonder if it isn’t begin-
ning rather to look like that, 
particularly if you’re an Arab.” J

Looking in
the wrong place

In Iraq, the conventional war is 
over, but the search for weapons 
of mass destruction continues. 
They are looking in the wrong 
place. We can identify better 
places to find the “smoking 
gun”.

Firstly, in the Iraqi Govern-
ment’s weapons declaration made 
in December 2002. The declara-
tion listed 150 American, British 
and other foreign companies 
that in the 1980s supplied Iraq 
its nuclear, chemical and missile 
technology. That arsenal never got 
off the ground, due to the blockade 
imposed upon Iraq in the 1990s.

But the declaration is never-
theless an important indictment of 
the pushers that supply weapons of 
mass destruction. The only prob-
lem is, the US Government has 
confiscated 12,000 pages of the 
declaration, saying they contained 
“sensitive information” which 
needed “a little editing”.

Secondly, in the USA – an 
aggressive state with an unelected 
leader, which regularly vetoes 
UN resolutions against the use of 
nuclear weapons. The USA claims 
– through its State Department, and 
through a Congressional vote in 
1999 – that the use of nuclear weap-
ons is lawful.

It has got thousands of them. In 
1945 the USA nuked two Japanese 
cities. It remains the only nation 

state to have used nuclear weap-
ons. It developed the first H-bomb 
(1952), the first intercontinental 
bomber (1948), the first intercon-
tinental ballistic missiles, the first 
nuclear submarines (1954), the first 
multiple independently targeted 
warheads (1970), the first neutron 
bomb (1978), and the first cruise 
missiles (1980s).

In the 21st century, the Bush 
Administration is again talking 
about a “winnable nuclear war”. It 
has given the Pentagon the green 
light to develop a new nuclear 
weapon, called the Robust Nuclear 
Earth Penetrator.

Finally, look at Australia, which 
is an important player in the world 
nuclear arms race.

After WW2, Australian PM 
Chifley formed a partnership with 
Britain for the development of 
nuclear missiles. This led to nuclear 
test explosions at Monte Bello and 
Maralinga, and missile testing at 
Woomera.

In the 1960s, Australian PMs 
Menzies and Gorton tried to acquire 
nuclear missiles.

Australian governments from 
Fraser to Howard have exported 
uranium. Some of it has reached the 
Pacific nuclear power France.

In 1984 Australia’s Defence 
Policy adopted the proposition that 
there could be “winnable nuclear 
wars”, because the southern hemi-
sphere would cop less fallout 
(reassuring thought!).

The Australian Government 
pretends the Lucas Heights reactor 
is a “research” facility. In reality, the 

reactor primarily serves diplomacy, 
not science.

Australia maintains the reactor 
so it can parade itself as a “nuclear 
power”, and participate in interna-
tional forums on uranium and the 
arms trade.

The Australian Treasurer has 
just budgeted to spend $14 billion 
per annum on non-nuclear weapons 
of mass destruction – more than 
Indonesia, Malaysia, and Libya 
combined.

So there! Now the weapons 
inspectors know where to look.

Eric Petersen
Sydney, NSW

Letter from
Ramsey Clark
to President Bush
The authorisation to US military 
personnel in Iraq to shoot looters 
reported in the press today must 
be rescinded immediately. Neither 
the laws of war, nor peace, or 
any legal definition of “American 
Justice”, authorise soldiers, or 
police to shoot looters. Any 
soldier who shoots a looter 
has committed armed assault 
if injury results and murder if 
death results.

You must not put this Iraqi 
blood on the hands and conscience 
of young American soldiers.

During the racial turbulence 
of the 1960s, there was “Much 
loose talk of shooting looters”. As 

Attorney General I said, “this talk 
must stop!”

“If America has a conscience we 
had best awake from this wild talk 
of shooting looters and face reality.”

“Far from being effective, 
shooting looters divides, angers, 
embitters, drives to violence... Is 
this American justice?”

Deadly force, including fire-
arms, can be employed only as a 
last resort when necessary to stop a 
direct and immediate threat to life.

This new authorisation to shoot 
looters compounds the excessive 
use of force employed against the 
people of Iraq by the shock and awe 
aggression already committed.

It means the US does not respect 
the lives of the people of Iraq and 
will use its armed might to kill them 
as it chooses.

Only your immediate action can 
prevent more deaths and greater 
hatred toward our country.

Ramsey Clark
former US Attorney General

Not for
the British Empire
“Paddy” Armstrong, from Belfast, 
said in the Daily Telegraph that 
he is proud of the war medals 
of his Irish forebears who died 
fighting in the British Army.

Paddy can’t understand why 
Sinn Fein and Irish Republicans 
don’t go up to the pawn shop 
and buy a chestful of British war 
medals.

There’s plenty in there, from the 
heroes who came home, only to be 
left in the cold.

The slogan of the Irish 
Republicans, in 1916, was “We 
Serve Neither King nor Kaiser, but 
Ireland”.

The same sentiment was felt by 
many in Australia, and expressed by 
Percy Brookfield, the Member for 
Broken Hill, when he said “Not one 
drop of Australian blood” should be 
shed for the British Empire.

Within our lifetime, Ireland 
will be re-united, and “Paddy” will 
be free to visit his forebears’ war 
graves in France, and Sinn Féin 
(“Us Ourselves”) will continue to 
erect, all over Ireland, monuments 
to Irish men and women, who 
fought for Ireland and not the 
British Empire.

Denis Kevans
Wentworth Falls, NSW

LETTERS

Culture
& Life

Sydney

Auburn
Peace Picnic

Sunday 25 May 11am – 4 pm
Auburn Botanical Gardens

Corner of Chisholm and 
Chiswick Rds, Auburn

Bring a picnic lunch and join us
for an afternoon of

fun and entertainment
Organised by

Auburn Community Peace Group
Enquiries Ph: Edward 0414 
761618 or Tony 9649 7768
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The week begins and ends with 
ecological disasters. When the 
Rapa Nui people originally 
arrived on Easter Island, it 
was a forested paradise. Their 
introduced animals caused 
havoc however and poor 
marine resources soon forced 
the population into over-intensive 
farming.

The soil quality deteriorated, 
the forests slowly wasted away, 
ultimately leading to ecological 
collapse.

The Mysteries of Easter Island 
(SBS 7.30pm Sunday) follows a 
large multidisciplinary archaeolog-
ical team of specialists in early 2000 
as they seek to “finally solve the 
mystery of the origins and history of 
Rapa Nui civilisation”.

Cynics may be forgiven for 
thinking they have been assembled 
more for the purpose of making a 
television documentary than for any 
really scientific purpose.

At the other end of the week, 
Richard Morecroft Goes 

Wild (ABC 6.30pm Saturday) 
presents the Tales from Belize: 
Paradise In Peril. Filled with 
natural beauty, Belize is a sanctuary 
for wildlife and with its coral reefs 
and crystal waters is also a tourist 
haven.

Made for National Geographic 
by Richard and Carol Foster, 
Paradise In Peril recounts the 
struggle by conservationists to halt 
industry plans to build a power dam 
in the mountainous Raspaculo river 
valley. The dam would devastate 
and seriously endanger the wildlife 
and environment that is the coun-
try’s chief claim to fame.

In Blazing Away, the second 
part of Dickens (ABC 7.30pm 

Sundays), Peter Ackroyd examines 
how Charles Dickens, who in his 
20’s was already the most famous 
and best-loved novelist in the world, 
used his work and his reputation to 
improve social conditions.

“Never before had the roles 
of author and journalist been so 

cleverly combined”, explains 
Ackroyd. In Oliver Twist, Dickens 
conjures his own version of hell 
– the workhouse – as he struck out 
against the barbarity of the new 
Poor Law.

In Nicholas Nickleby, he suc-
cessfully crusaded against the 
so-called private academies in 
which illegitimate or unwanted chil-
dren were virtually imprisoned. And 
in Martin Chuzzlewit, he satirised 
the shallowness and hypocrisy of 
the American dream.

While programs on the 
paranormal abound on 

commercial TV (including a guy 
who claims to talk to your dead 
relatives “live on air” as well as all 
those shows about witches, vam-
pires and assorted aliens), programs 
about the real excitement of science 
are few and far between.

Science as it applies to human 
beings (let alone human society) is 
largely confined to public televi-
sion. Even there the re-runs are late 
at night. Adventures In Human 
Evolution: First Born (ABC 11:
40pm Sunday) is subtitled Ape 
Man and deals with how the discov-
ery of a child’s skeleton on the edge 
of the Kalahari desert gave rise to 
the theory of a species that straddled 
the boundary between human and 
ape.

Lupe Velez was a Mexican 
actress who became a minor 

star in Hollywood near the end of 
the silent period. In the sound era 
she became best known as the fiery 
wife of Johhny Weissmuller (star 
of the Tarzan movies) and the star 
of The Mexican Spitfire apparently 
based on her own personality.

The film spawned a short series 
of light-weight movies about the 
“Mexican Spitfire”, co-starring 
Leon Errol, intended for supporting 
fare in mid-week programs. The 
ABC is currently running them on 
Monday nights, but believe me, it is 
nothing to get excited about.

This week’s offering, Mexican 
Spitfire Sees A Ghost (ABC 
11.40pm Monday) was made in 
1942, so the ghosts turn out to be 
enemy agents.

An Evil So Vile, screen-
ing on The Cutting Edge 

(SBS 8.30pm Tuesday), is a BBC 
reportage about a ghastly social 
side-effect of the AIDS pandemic 
in South Africa: cases of child rape, 
which are doubling annually.

According to the program, by 
2009 seven and a half million South 
Africans are expected to be dead 

from AIDS. In a country where 
many people still believe in super-
natural causes and consult witch 
doctors and fortune tellers many 
people still believe that AIDS can be 
cured by having sex with a virgin.

According to Superintendent 
Jan Swart from the Child Protection 
Unit, in South Africa today one in 
four girls and one in six boys are 
sexually abused before reaching 
puberty. 

The enormity of the AIDS pan-
demic in southern Africa is such 
that the wealthy developed coun-
tries of the world should be moving 
mountains to provide medical 
and social assistance. Sensational 
reporting like this program does 
not really help.

Here in Australia, we have 
our own pandemic among 

Indigenous people: End Stage Renal 
Failure, examined in Big Girls 
Don’t Cry, screening on Skin, Kin 
and Country: Stories From Black 
Australia (SBS 8.00pm Friday).

Says Filmmaker Darrin 
Ballangarry: “For indigenous people 
in remote areas, End Stage Renal 
Failure is likened to a war zone. Not 

unlike white Australians who know 
someone in their family who went 
to the Second World War, indig-
enous people know someone who 
has kidney failure.”

On Bathurst Island, a study 
found that over a 10-year period 42 
percent of the islanders had kidney 
failure.

Even conservative whites 
are beginning to recognise 

that the root of the problems that 
plague towns like Moree in NSW 
is unemployment. The Aboriginal 
Employment Strategy there was 
initiated by a wealthy white cotton 
farmer but is now run by the 
Aboriginal community.

Supported by white business 
people and hence able to offer real 
jobs, the strategy is nevertheless a 
grass-roots movement that seems 
to be changing Moree’s racist image 
for the better.

How it is being done is shown 
in The Big Picture: Message From 
Moree (ABC 8.30pm Wednesday).

MI5 is an outfit specifically 
set up to spy on the peo-

ple’s movement in Britain, to root 
out and “neutralise” any one or any 

organisation that might threaten the 
plans of capitalists or their govern-
ment. It does not enjoy a good 
reputation or image.

The new thriller series, Spooks 
(ABC 9.30pm Fridays), seeks 
to change that. With a good cast, 
clever writing and genuinely thrill-
ing plots, the series endeavours to 
do for MI5 what the series The FBI 
sought to do years ago for that simi-
lar outfit: polish its image and make 
it a well regarded part of Britain’s 
police structure.

The first episode of Spooks 
accordingly has the team dealing 
not with trade union activists or 
anti-fascists, but anti-abortionist 
terrorists out to bomb an abortion 
clinic. A bit predictable, and sinister 
in its manipulative intentions. But 
exciting, so that’s all right.

The last of the Astaire-
Rogers movies at RKO was 

The Story Of Vernon And Irene 
Castle (ABC 10.25pm Saturday). 
The story of real-life pre-WW1 
husband and wife dance team the 
Castles, it has none of the sparkle 
of the made-up musicals and is 
largely a tedious bore. J
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Politics in the Pub
Every Friday night 6pm – 7.45pm

Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills
(across from the Chalmers St exit and Devonshire St tunnel at Central Station)

Dinner afterwards in the Royal Exhibition Hotel across the road

May 23
MEDIA COVERAGE OF IRAQ WAR

Chris Nash, Director, Centre For Independent Journalism at UTS
Debbie Spillane, ABC News Radio

May 30
  NO FUTURE WITHOUT THE UN

Dr Don Rothwell, Professor of International Law, Univ. Of Sydney;
Wendy Lambourne, Co-ordinator Peace Studies, Uni Sydney

June 6
Queens Birthday Weekend

June 13
THE CONTINUING CONFLICT IN WESTERN SAHARA - 
SAHARAWI WOMAN, FATIMA MAHFOUD SPEAKS OUT

Chair Meredith Burgmann MLC
The Gaelic Club, like all clubs, is required to have non members sign in.

To avoid queues you may wish to become a social member for $5.
Inq: Pat Toms 9358 4834 pbtoms@bigpond.com ; Jan O’Leary 9818 3737, 

jol@pnc.com.au PO Box 325 Rozelle NSW 2039 ; Win Childs Fax 9660 6554
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Cynics may be forgiven (The Mysteries of Easter Island)

Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS public
television programs

Sun May 25 ~
~ Sat May 31

A Different Nuclear war : Children of the Gulf War
Photographic exhibition by Takashi Morizumi

Depicts the effects of depleted uranium used in the 1991 Gulf War.
May 14-29 in the Foyer

Wollongong City Council Building Burelli St.
For more info contact Leanne Lindsay on 02 4225 1339

Brought to Wollongong by Wollongong City Council & South Coast NoWar
with thanks to Women’s International League of Peace &  Freedom
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the train, or give it to your local 

library or reading room.

Help The Guardian get around.
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Federal Budget 2003-2004
“No longer will the government provide”

by Anna Pha

It replaces collective responsi-
bility by individual responsibility, 
public services by private enterprise, 
and turns essential services into com-
modities to be purchased according 
to ability to pay on deregulated 
markets.

The responsibilities of govern-
ments and the public sector are 
being transferred bit by bit to the 
private sector, for profit.

The media presented the budget 
in terms of dollar changes to health 
and education and promoted the 
miserable tax cuts. They played 
down the fact that Medicare is being 
smashed, that fundamental prin-
ciples are at stake.

Government Ministers attempt 
to hide the reality by the use of 
dishonest wording. The Medicare 
changes are portrayed as making 
Medicare “fairer” but the introduc-
tion of co-payments does not make 
Medicare “fairer”. It undermines the 
fundamental principles of Medicare. 
Formerly, bulk billing ensured that 
all patients received free treatment 
by a GP. Now the majority will be 
forced to make a co-payment to visit 
their GP.

The changes to Medicare 
remove the collective responsibil-
ity of society for the well being of 
individuals.

The concept of universal 
access with centralised funding 
raised according to ability to pay 
is replaced by a two-tiered system 

with Medicare remaining only as a 
“safety net”. The wealthiest will be 
well able to buy the best that health 
care has to offer.

The Government’s scheme has 
been denounced by most doctor 
organisations, but this will not 
deter the Government from pushing 
ahead with the imposition of fees 
and the deregulation of the health 
system.

Education is also being 
privatised and turned into a two-
tiered system. It will also be further 
deregulated and fees increased. (See 
page 3)

The Medicare, education and 
other user-pays “reforms” shift 
responsibility onto the individual.

Centralised funding through 
revenue raised by the government 
through a progressive tax system is 
being replaced by user-pays, that is, 
individual funding.

Changes add up
All the budgetary changes 

are part of a bigger picture. They 
represent the imposition of eco-
nomic rationalist policies that were 
commenced in the mid-1980s by 
the Hawke and Keating Labor 
Governments.

In every budget since its election 
in 1996, the Howard Government 
(and Labor in the immediate years 
before that) made small, incremental 
changes to policies and spending.

Bit by bit public assets have been 
sold off (e.g. government buildings 

and enterprises), work contracted out 
to the private sector (e.g. security of 
buildings and airports, use of couri-
ers and IT), government departments 
wound back, merged or completely 
eliminated.

The private sector (including 
large charities and churches) has 
taken over much of the monitoring, 
placement and training of unem-
ployed people.

In some areas there have been 
straight out cuts, e.g. public hous-
ing and public works. In other areas 
allocations have been shrunk in 
real terms by not keeping up with 
increases justified by inflation, e.g. 
Medicare payment to doctors and 
funding of higher education places.

In many areas, such as health 
and education, funds have been 
transferred from the public sector 
to the private sector through such 
mechanisms as the private health 
insurance tax rebate.

There is a deliberate attempt 
to blur the boundaries between the 
private and public sectors. There are 
public patients in private hospitals 
and private patients in public hospi-
tals, and so on.

The 2003-04 Budget con-
tains more of these incremental 
changes and makes fundamental 
changes in the principles that under-
pin Medicare, public education, and 
in other areas of Government social 
and economic responsibility.

The Government is gradually 
withdrawing from its responsibility 
to provide essential services to the 
community.

Money for war
There is a dramatic increase in 

spending on the military and “secu-
rity”, the details of which are not 
well publicised.

The tax cuts are presented as 
some sort of compensation for 
higher education and health care 
costs but at $4 for most workers 
and only $1.63 per week for those 
on very low incomes. In dollar and 
cents terms, the tax “cuts” are pea-
nuts. But more importantly, public 
education and Medicare involve 
important principles which should 
not be traded off for any amount of 
money.

The tax system is also being 
steadily “reformed” to make those 
on low incomes pay a greater share 
of taxes. The former relatively pro-
gressive tax system, where people 
contributed according to their ability 
to pay is being replaced by a flatter, 
regressive tax system. The introduc-
tion of the GST was a major step in 
this process.

The GST is a flat, regressive 
tax. People on low incomes pay 
at the same rate in the dollar as 
the rich and, thereby, contribute a 
larger proportion of their income 
in taxes.

Medicare, public education, 
public housing, government respon-
sibility for the welfare of the people, 
and progressive taxation are all 
anathema to the Government.

They are in stark contrast to 
the Government’s emphasis on the 
individual and its pro-big business 
outlook.

The Government gives priority 
to assisting its big business patrons, 
church schools and other private 
sector interests.

In education these changes 
have reached the point now where 
non-government schools receive 
more funding from the Federal 
Government ($4.37 billion in 2003-
2004 with no public accountability) 
than Australia’s public universities 
($4.31 billion with strings attached). 
Government schools come a poor 
third with $2.26 billion.

While underfunded hospitals 
need nurses, state schools lack 
resources and teachers, and work-
ers need jobs, there is no shortage of 
money for waging wars on behalf of 
US imperialism or for ASIO and the 
other organisations to spy on and 
standover the people of Australia.

Cover-up
But this spending comes at a 

huge cost, particularly to the secu-
rity and welfare of the majority of 
Australians.

Successive budgets have seen 
cuts to social spending – $5 million 
here, $50 million there. Once the 
cuts have been implemented they 
remain in the years ahead. These 
cuts add up to billions of dollars 
over time.

They do not appear on the 
books as cuts. But they are there and 
people are hurting as a result.

This budget has more cuts but 
they are called anything but “cuts” 
or “reductions”.

For example, there will be 
“better monitoring of Work Activity 
Agreements” which, in fact, results 
in a $67.1 million cut in payments 
to the unemployed.

The disabled will be slugged 
$120 million in 2004-2005 by 
“recognising and improving the 
work capacity of people with a dis-
ability”.

When it comes to the 
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme, 
there will be cuts of $266.4 million 
next year. These are done in the 
name of “sustaining” the PBS! They 
come on top of even larger cuts last 
year. “Sustaining” in this case means 
destroying the PBS and giving the 
giant pharmaceutical corporations 
free rein to charge monopoly prices 
and make super profits.

Lack of 
accountability

For some years now the budget 
papers lack the detail that used to be 
provided. Kenneth Davidson reports 
in The Age that the Government in 
1997 decided to drop the require-
ment that the budget be audited. 
It was previously audited by the 
Auditor General.

The accounts are not now audit-
ed. This budget presents estimates 
for 2002-03 spending and projec-
tions for spending over the next four 
years. There is no public accounting 
of what actually happens.

Another Government device 
is to underspend monies allo-
cated in certain areas. According 
to information provided by The 
Greens, the Government has 
underspent by large amounts on 
greenhouse reduction, salinity and 
other environmental and heritage 
areas. This means that programs 
often announced with much pub-
licity and fanfare are simply not 
carried out.

There are further cuts in the 
environment while the rights of 
the individual (private farmers and 
corporations) take precedence over 
the needs of the community and the 
protection of the environment when 
it comes to such questions as water 
usage, land clearing and salinity.

Political
The budget serves the 

Government’s political agenda 
with the tax cuts used to justify the 
claim that the Howard-Costello 
Government are good financial 
managers and that they can deliver 
a budget surplus and tax cuts. It is a 
dishonest attempt to divert attention 
from its real policies.

It is a war budget, but the “sur-
plus” and tax cuts are used to hide 
this and allay fears that we cannot 
afford the massive military and 
“security” spending.

The budget continues the 
transfer of power and wealth to the 
transnational corporations through 
further deregulation, privatisation 
and military expenditure.

The Government provides for 
the transnational corporations not 
the Australian people.

Further budget coverage and 
A People’s Budget by a People’s 
Government in the weeks to 
come. J

The Budget handed down last week by the Federal Treasurer Peter 
Costello is a highly political and ideological statement mapping out 
a path for far-reaching changes to Australian society. It is much 
more than a budget boosting military expenditure or a pre-election 
budget with tax cuts. The Sydney Morning Herald described it as a 
“new vision for Australia. No longer will the government provide.” 
Its “vision” is not a very pretty one for working people.
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