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The TGA used the internet and 
daily newspapers to publish lists of 
Pan products and the brand names 
they are sold under that are subject 
to “Urgent Recall”. The public 
were warned to stop taking the 
medications, as the TGA could not 
be certain as to their quality, safety 
or effectiveness.

TGA investigations “found 
widespread and serious deficiencies 
in the company’s manufacturing 
and quality control procedures”.

Its audits revealed “system-
atic and deliberate manipulation 
of quality control test data and 
other serious breaches of good 
manufacturing practice (GMP)”.

Pan Pharmaceuticals manufac-
tures so-called “complementary” 
or “alternative” medicines, such 
as herbal, vitamin, mineral and 
nutritional supplements, as well 
as other over-the-counter drugs 
including paracetamol, antihista-

mine, codeine, and cold and flu 
preparations.

It supplies products to other 
companies that market the products 
under their own brand names.

These include Nature’s Own, 
Natural Alternative, Natural 
Nutrition, Bullivants Natural Health 
Products, Queensland Biochemics, 
Faulding Health Care (Cenovis) and 
other popular brand names.

The recall also involved one 
batch of a prescription drug – the 
anti-depressant Allergon.

The TGA began investigations 
in January after 19 people were 
hospitalised and 68 others experi-
enced potentially life-threatening 
adverse reactions to a Pan product, 
Travacalm, that was sold over the 
counter, without a prescription.

Some people had tried to jump 
out of planes or off boats because 
they were hallucinating after taking 
the drug.

Continued page 5

Pan recall
Private profit threatens lives
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The Therapeutic Goods Administration* (TGA) last 
week recalled all products manufactured by Pan Phar-
maceuticals Ltd (PAN) after May 1, 2002 and suspended 
the company’s licence for six months. This is strong ac-
tion from a government body against Australia’s largest 
contract manufacturer of “complementary” medicines. 
The action was accompanied by allegations of potentially 
life-threatening practices.

Melbourne Magistrate John 
Hardy last Friday dismissed the 
single remaining charge against 
Kingham after earlier in the week 
ruling a second charge constituted 
a threat of double punishment for 
the same alleged offence.

The magistrate said the 
evidence did not convince him that 
the documents existed or, if they 
did, that Mr Kingham had control 
of them.

He awarded costs against 
the Federal Director of Public 
Prosecutions.

Outside the court, Mr 
Kingham said the political witch-

hunt masterminded by Federal 
Workplace Relations Minister Tony 
Abbott had been exposed.

“Abbott and Howard cashed 
up the Cole Royal Commission 
with $60 million of your money 
and mine so it could hunt down 
legitimate unions and workers”, 
Mr Kingham said.

“I was supposed to be their 
prize scalp. Well, I’m very happy to 
be free to keep up the fight because 
it doesn’t finish here.”

Mr Kingham said he expected 
further attacks on unions and union-
ists but all would be vigorously 
defended.

He said there would be a 
co-ordinated union campaign 
against the Howard Government 
push to create a special police 
and prosecution force to weaken 
construction unions.

“Abbott is so obsessed with 
his anti-union agenda he’ll go to 
any lengths to stir up trouble. His 
agenda is to drag people through 
the courts, to spend taxpayers’ 
money to tie up the unions in costly 
legal actions.

“That tactic saw Abbott fall at 
the first hurdle.”

The union movement has 
seen from the start that the Cole 
Commission was politically 
motivated, as was the attempt to 
nail Martin Kingham. The 
Commission had originally asked 
about the documents – containing 
the names and personal details of 
trade unionists who participated in 
a union training school – from the 

manager of the training unit, Anne 
Duggan.

Ms Duggan refused to hand 
them over. The Commission then 
chose not to pursue the matter 
through her. Instead they decided 
to demand that the federal office 
of the union be made to hand them 
over. In turn, Martin Kingham said 
the documents would not be given 
to the federal office.

But never at any stage did 
he concede that the documents 
actually existed, nor did the 
Commission ask if they existed. 
In fact, the Commission’s QC told 
the magistrate’s court that it was the 
purported existence – “the tenor” 
– of the documents as evidence 
that mattered, not whether they 
really existed.

The union then asked, 
how much of the rest of the 
Commission’s findings were 
based on “the tenor” of evidence 

rather than actual evidence? The 
magistrate noted that the documents 
weren’t pursued via the “proper 
office” of the union, nor from 
the person who was supposed 
to have compiled them, but that 
the Commission instead chose to 
demand them from an official of the 
union’s Victorian State Branch.

Magistrate Hardy said he 
wasn’t convinced at all that the 
documents ever existed, and that 
even if they did they weren’t in 
Martin Kingham’s control.

In broader terms a decision 
against the union would have 
set a precedent for the whole 
trade union movement. Now the 
Federal Government will attempt 
to pass legislation based on the 
Commission’s anti-union findings.

The union movement is already 
building a campaign against such 
legislation being passed in the 
Senate. J

Workers have won the first major battle of the anti-union 
war waged through the Royal Commission into the build-
ing industry. Victorian Secretary of the Construction Di-
vision of the CFMEU, Martin Kingham, has successfully 
defended a charge of refusing to hand over union docu-
ments to the Cole Royal Commission.

Cole Commission contempt charges fail
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PRESS FUND
One third of the year is over already! Meanwhile, the dogs of war are 
barking, the destruction of Medicare and other government services is 
looming, and we need all the help we can get to influence change to a 
progressive government! So please, send us a contribution to the Press 
Fund for the next issue of The Guardian and help us to play our part in 
that struggle. This week our sincere thanks go to the following for their 
generous contributions:
June Ayres $50, Alan Driver: $5, Ted Lawes $10, D L $250, 
H Kerswell $150, Stan $28.50
This week’s total: $493.50 Progressive total: $4638.50

by Bob Briton
The Senate’s latest Inquiry 

into Poverty and Financial Hard-
ship is almost certainly another of 
the results of the skills acquired 
during those expensive high school 
years. At the same time as resisting 
every significant pay increase for 
Australia’s most lowly paid work-
ers and making life more difficult 
for people surviving on benefits, 
the Commonwealth is now funding 
a mobile investigation into the dev-
astating results of its handiwork, i.e. 
the plight of Australia’s unemployed 
and underemployed.

Last week the Inquiry was 
taking submissions in Adelaide. The 
SA capital is an appropriate back-
drop for such an exercise.

Here it is very noticeable that 
jobs lost in the manufacturing and 
public sectors have been replaced 
by lowly paid ones in service 
industries.

The Liquor Hospitality and Mis-
cellaneous Workers’ Union (LHMU) 
represents many of these workers 
and the SA Secretary of the union, 
Mark Butler, took the opportunity to 
set out some facts.

For example, in 1983 casuals 
made up 13 per cent of Australia’s 
workforce. They now represent 27 
per cent. Casual and part-time jobs 
made up 97 per cent of the 18,000 
jobs created Australia-wide between 
1997 and 2000.

In South Australia, 30 per 
cent or about 200,000 workers 
are casual while 20,000 full-time 
jobs were wiped out in the State 
during the 1990s. Last December 
6.72 million Australian workers 
had full-time jobs and 2.69 million 
worked part-time. Over half the 
new jobs created in the 1990’s pay 
less than $300 a week.

The Australian Council of 
Social Service also prepared a 
report for the Inquiry. Their study 
noted that nearly all the net job 
increases of the past decade have 
been in part-time and less secure 
categories of employment.

Furthermore, most Australians 
now registered as unemployed 
have been without jobs for more 
than a year.

In 1991, the long-term unem-
ployed without work for 12 

months or more made up 23 per 
cent of the registered jobless. Last 
December, the figure had risen to 
61 per cent.

ACOSS also concluded that 
more than two million Australians 
– including 740,000 children – are 
“at risk of poverty”.

Disability Action Inc represents 
people with disabilities, in particular 
those with intellectual disabilities. 
At the Inquiry, the organisation 
pointed out that these workers are 
often employed in part-time or in 
very low paid jobs in the commu-
nity services sector, where they are 
paid as little as $2 per hour.

Disability Action used the plat-
form to call for all basic income 
support payments to be adjusted to 
25 per cent of male average weekly 
earnings and an extra Cost of Dis-
ability Allowance to be paid to 
disabled people.

Also appearing before the 
Inquiry were three Adelaide workers 
in the precarious employment 
predicament described by their 
union, the LHMU.

Russell Spencer, 54, of Bowden 
works was a cleaner. He was receiv-
ing $520 a week before tax for 
working split shifts: 5am to 8am and 
5pm to 9.30pm Monday to Friday 
– a total of 37 hours. He was sacked 
six weeks ago and is now looking 
for another job to top up the income 
he receives for the 15 hours per 
week he currently works.

Lisa McSheffrey is 31 and 
lives at Aldinga Beach. She works 
24 hours a week for a before tax 
income of $360. Her partner is also 
a casual and their combined income 
puts them $50 over the weekly 
income limit to receive a health care 
card.

Despite their low income, 
they are not entitled to any of the 
concessions available to card hold-
ers. Like many other low-income 
earners, they have a debt with the 
Commonwealth for overpaid Family 
Allowance.

Lyn Lapthorne, 56, of Largs 
Bay is married with four children 
and is paid $198 a week for 16 
hours work. Her cleaning contract is 
reviewed every year. Last year her 
hours were cut following a paltry 
increase in the minimum wage.

The Senate Inquiry was due to 
move on to Melbourne and Hobart 
last week. It is due to hand down a 
report by mid-year. J

Politicians that filter to the top in administrations like Australia’s 
current Federal Government nearly all went to expensive private 
schools where a lot of attention is paid to the sport of rowing. It 
has been said that it is training for later life where members of 
the elite will often need to face one way but travel in completely 
the other direction.

Government inquires into 
growth of working poor & joblessCrean vs Beazley

is not the key question
Last week’s jousting between Simon Crean and Kim Beazley 

over the leadership of Federal Labor is only a surface indication 
of the systemic crisis within the ALP and its policies that have 
seen a decline in support for the Federal ALP over recent years. 
A change of leadership would not solve the problems. Neither 
Crean nor Beazley could lead the ALP to electoral victory which 
remains the almost single objective of the parliamentary Party.

Voters are rejecting both the policies being put forward by 
the leadership as well as the personalities of the leaders. Crean 
and Beazley and the parliamentarians as a whole are suffering 
the consequences of opportunistic and compromising policies 
and their failure to offer alternative policies where these are 
needed.

There is a wide gap between the leadership and the member-
ship of the Party, leading to widespread dissatisfaction within 
the Party itself. Many members are voting with their feet.

Hawke and Keating initiated the policy slide. They were 
elected to government in 1983 and immediately set about 
introducing economic rationalist policies in the interests of cor-
porations. It is these policies that led to financial deregulation 
and the privatisation of the Commonwealth Bank, Qantas and 
many other publicly owned enterprises. State Labor govern-
ments continue to pursue deregulation and privatisation.

Labor started the process of undermining the award system 
that had legally protected the wages and working conditions 
won by the trade unions for almost a century. It led the drive 
for enterprise agreements and individual work contracts and 
condoned the introduction of individual work contracts in the 
place of centralised, union awards.

Hawke often claimed that the ALP could administer the 
capitalist system better than the Liberals, meaning that a Labor 
Government could keep the trade unions quiet in their contest 
with employers.

The failure of the ALP to denounce the racist refugee poli-
cies of the Howard Government contributed to its defeat under 
Kim Beazley’s leadership in the 2001 Federal.

More recently, Simon Crean’s failure to oppose outright the 
illegal and immoral war against Iraq has continued the steady 
decline of the Federal ALP. This was a great opportunity to 
re-establish a principled position on what was an issue that 
moved millions of people. Instead of principle, Crean waffled 
and compromised, as he sought to appear anti-war at the same 
time as being a loyal ally of the US.

The Labor Party has always been beset with left, right and 
centre factions. In a smart move to silence the criticism of poli-
cies within the Party, these factions were formally recognised 
but where effectively silenced by being told “not to rock the 
boat” and the edict of “cabinet confidentiality”. Despite this 
supposed unity, the right wing always insisted on holding the 
key positions and determining the policies to be implemented.

The ALP’s ideology is one of compromise and its structure 
ensures the predominance of a relatively small group of parlia-
mentarians in determining their policy positions – and often not 
the policies adopted by national conferences.

Many Labor Party members and supporters are looking 
elsewhere for an alternative and the main, long-term alterna-
tive working class party is the Communist Party of Australia.

The CPA has a proud record in its 83 years of existence 
on the Australian political scene. It has never wavered in its 
support of the interests of the working people of Australia 
and the trade union movement. It has contributed much to the 
progressive cultural and artistic life of Australia. It has always 
supported the peace movement, equal rights for women, and 
has policies for students and young people.

It was foremost in calling for the recognition of the Ab-
original people as the original owners and occupiers of the 
Australian continent. It is opposed to any and all expressions 
of racism. It was among the first to put forward the policy of 
multi-culturalism. It remains committed to the replacement of 
capitalism with a socialist society and has a program by which 
this objective can be achieved.

Despite its relatively small size and influence in Australian 
politics it remains the option that has the policies and ideology 
that will win in the end. Time to think about it and join. Why 
procrastinate?

Schools
Peace Competition

Last year’s competition was 
very successful. Entries have 
been displayed at various confer-
ences, local Council Libraries, 
and elsewhere.

“We were very moved by 
a great many of last year’s 
entries”, said Irene Gale of the 
APC. 

“We were left with the feel-
ing that there are some very ‘safe 
young hands’ who will work to 
take care of the future.

“We look forward to receiv-
ing this year’s entries, and hope 

that you may be able to fit it into 
this coming term’s work”.

So if you have contact with 
any schools, let them know about 
the competition.

Conditions of entry and the 
entry form can be found at the 
website:
www.peacecourier.com/schools.htm
Ms Gale may also be contacted at 
the APC (SA) Inc, 11 South Terrace, 
Adelaide SA 5000, Australia, or
Ph:  (08) 8332 3461
Fax:  (08) 8364 2291
Email: r-grayle@msn.com.au J

The Australian Peace Committee (South Australian Branch) 
Inc is inviting schools to enter its Schools Peace Competition 
for 2003. Schools around Australia are encouraged to partici-
pate in the competition.

One of the demands at Sydney’s May Day march
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John Godschall 
Johnson

“The Violin Man”

The Guardian regrets 
to inform readers that 
Johnno Johnson died 

on Sunday May 4.

We extend our 
heartfelt sympathy 
to his wife Phyllis, 

his family and many 
friends and comrades.

There will be a 
special tribute to 

Johno in next week’s 
Guardian.
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by Bob Briton
The Labor leader’s undertakings 

coincide with reports that dredg-
ing operations to keep the Murray 
Mouth open to the sea have again 
been beaten by the build up of sand.

Speaking about the River 
Murray at an American Chamber 
of Commerce luncheon in Adelaide 
last week, SA Environment Minister 
John Hill said the $2 million dredg-
ing program was having difficulties 
and that it might have to continue 
on a “semi-permanent basis”.

The dredging work has been 
plagued with problems since its 
inception. In January an excava-
tor sank and became wedged in 
the sands of the Murray Mouth. 

Last month, a huge deposit of sand 
was dumped by a king tide on the 
western reach of the outlet, undoing 
much of the six-month’s worth of 
dredging work.

The setbacks have forced the SA 
Government to consider spending 
an extra $1.1 million on a second 
excavator to assist in what appears 
to be a futile task.

However, the biggest problem 
facing efforts to keep the sea end 
of the Murray clear is the same one 
that is threatening the general health 
of the river: the declining flows 
through the system caused by 
irresponsible water management 
practices upstream.

Lack of water has meant that, 

while dredging has kept the Murray 
Mouth open to the entry of seawa-
ter over the summer, no water has 
flowed the other way for 17 months 
and predictions are that there is a 
more than 50 percent chance that 
there will be no flow before 2004.

Crunch time for decisions about 
land use and water management has 
been brought forward by the effects 
of the drought.

SA Premier Mike Rann recently 
pointed out that scientists used to 
warn that Murray water would be 
undrinkable most of the year within 
the next two decades if salinity 
levels continued to rise.

This is now a reality for the 
275 km stretch between Blanchet-
own (northeast of Adelaide) to the 
Murray Mouth. At Clayton, salinity 
levels of 1500 ECs (electrical con-
ductivity units) have been recorded, 
which are almost double the safe 
drinking level of 800 ECs.

Water levels in Lake Alexan-
drina have dropped to as low as 
half a metre and more than a cen-
timetre a day is being lost through 
evaporation.

While some commentators, like 
Opposition River Murray spokes-
man Mark Brindal, have called for 
water restrictions to be imposed on 
Adelaide residents, most agree that 
this would have only a marginal 
effect on the problem.

Overwhelmingly, the crisis is 
due to the irrigation practices of 
agribusiness along the length of the 
river system – by users such as the 
rice and cotton industries.

Despite the increased efficiency 
of water use by most rice growers, 
the network urgently needs signifi-
cantly increased flows.

Mike Rann will use the Council 
of Australian Governments (COAG) 
meeting in October to push for 1500 
gigalitres of water to be restored to 
the system annually.

The SA Premier is accusing the 
governments of neighbouring states 
and the Commonwealth of dragging 
the chain on the issue.

In last week’s announcements, 
Simon Crean committed a Federal 

Labor government to the immediate 
restoration of 450 gigalitres to the 
River Murray and the return of 1500 
gigalitres to the system over a ten-
year period. He further undertook to 
ratify the Kyoto Protocol. J

Opposition Leader Simon Crean last week pledged the next federal 
Labor Government to stopping attacks on two great Australian icons: 
Medicare and the River Murray. Mr Crean made the announce-
ment after visiting the Murray Mouth and the Coorong in South 
Australia’s southeast and seeing for himself the consequences of 
decades of neglect.

Federal Labor wades into
Murray, Coorong debate

The mouth of the Murray River – it is crunch time for decisions 
about land use and water management.

In response to media leaks 
that the ABC will not obtain the 
funds it is seeking in this month’s 
budget, FABC has sent a submission 
to the Minister for Communica-
tions and the Arts, Richard Alston. 
“Australia’s involvement in the war 
on Iraq makes it critical the national 
broadcaster is properly funded”, said 
FABC spokesperson Jack Clancy.

ABC funds and services have 
declined steadily since 1986 under 
the Hawke-Keating Government. 
Soon after the Howard Government 
was elected in 1996 it slashed its 
triennial funding by $66 million per 
annum.

This has not been restored. 
Instead, in an effort to influence 
services and programming, the Gov-
ernment has responded to the ABC’s 
dire need for funds by providing 
one-off grants for selected areas.

In the meantime financial 
demands have increased. The ABC 
was forced to virtually fund its own 
conversion to digital technology. 
It has also had to pay out a failed 
managing director who had been 
appointed by supporters of the 
Government.

FABC’s submission calls on the 
Government to restore and increase 
the ABC’s triennial funding so 
that the ABC is resourced to fulfil 
its Charter obligations and is well 
resourced to provide both traditional 
and emerging services in the new 
broadcasting environment.

“Furthermore, the increased 
hostility and suspicion with which 
Australia is now regarded by its 
neighbours, many of whom are 
Muslim, makes it imperative that 
Australia has a significant, trusted 
and independent voice in the Asia-
Pacific region”, said Mr Clancy.

“Radio Australia’s production 
and transmission capacity should 
be restored and expanded in the 
national interest.”

The FABC submission calls on 
the government to:

• end the 12 percent cut to the 
ABC’s triennial funding;

• incorporate the one-off grants 
in the triennial funding;

• increase the triennial funding 
to a level that will enable the 
national broadcaster to be at the 
forefront on all broadcasting 
platforms;

• resource the ABC so that it can 
fulfil to a high standard its Charter 
obligations, to provide innovative 
and comprehensive services which 
contribute to a sense of national 
identity and inform, educate, 
entertain and reflect Australia’s 
cultural diversity;

• provide sufficient funding to 
restore Radio Australia program pro-
duction at least to its level prior to 
the 1996 cuts;

• increase ABC funding to 
address a significant circumstance 
which has arisen since the ABC 
lodged its 2003-06 funding 
submission i.e. Australia’s 
involvement in the war on Iraq;

• provide all operational funds 
for the ABC through triennial 
funding as the granting of monies 
for nominated areas undermines 
the ABC’s independence from 
government;

• fund the ABC to the level 
required in order to provide rural 
areas with the same radio services as 
those in the cities. The ABC depends 
on funds from the Government to 
purchase its transmission needs 
from the commercial operators of 
the public transmission system the 
Government privatised;

• restore full and unrestricted 
access of Radio Australia to 
short-wave transmission facilities. 
Radio Australia’s access to other 
delivery systems which enable 
it to broadcast directly must be 
increased. J

In the national interest:
Fund the ABC

As the scorched earth federal budget looms the national public 
broadcaster, the ABC, is facing further real cuts in its funding. 
The broadcaster’s national community support group, Friends 
of the ABC (FABC), has raised the central and crucial role of the 
independent broadcaster, in particular in this period of world 
tension and conflict.

“This is not money for the oper-
ation of land councils but money 
desperately needed to support on-
going ground works by Aboriginal 
community groups in the bush”, Mr 
Fry said.

The Minister has had applica-
tions from Aboriginal landcare 
groups in the NCL area seeking 
approximately $900,000 from the 
Aboriginal Benefit Account for 
nearly six months.

Recent correspondence sug-
gests the Minister has now put an 
informal but seemingly indefinite 
moratorium on release of these and 
other funds from the Aboriginal 
Benefit Account.

“Aboriginal landcare groups 
are struggling to protect Aborigi-
nal lands in the Northern Territory 
from the catastrophic effects of fire, 
weeds and feral animals”, Mr Fry 
said.

“With the end of the wet season 
groups are trying to move land man-
agement programs into high gear.”

“Our groups are suffering a 
double whammy in funding difficul-
ties this year. Timelines for Natural 
Heritage Trust (NHT) funding have 
blown out by nearly six months 

and NHT funds reaching the Terri-
tory will reach an all-time low in the 
coming year – being less than half 
the previous annual allocation from 
the Commonwealth.”

“Although Aboriginal landcare 
groups have been very successful 
in obtaining funding from NHT and 
in delivering highly praised project 
outcomes, the amount of money 
available has shrunk and some 
groups are missing out.

“Achieving community capac-
ity to deal with the threshold issues 
of fire, weeds and feral animals 
is critical to providing a basis for 
developing viable economies for 
future generations”, Mr Fry said.

“In the seven years since the 
NLC established a special Caring for 
Country unit we have seen a great 
increase in the work being done by 
community based groups to prevent 
and remediate land damage”.

The $900,000 sought for 
2002-2003 follows success by 
community groups in using about 
$700,000 in 2001-2002 to support 
land management.

Mr Fry said the funds were 
spent responsibly and to great effect, 
with the NLC using an administra-

tive process based on the Natural 
Heritage Trust model to monitor and 
evaluate outcomes.

“This is a case of Aboriginal 
people wanting to use their own 
funds, which flow from mining on 
Aboriginal land, to protect their 
country from environmental damage 
and being prevented from doing 
so by the Minister for Aboriginal 
Affairs.”

Mr Fry said: “I only hope the 
minister will look at the situation for 
these land management funds as an 
urgent and special case outside any 
longer term plan he has to reform 
the administration of Aboriginal 
royalty fund distributions and get 
funds flowing to Aboriginal land-
care groups”. J

Northern Land Council (NLC) CEO Norman Fry called on the 
Federal Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Philip Ruddock, to urgently 
release Aboriginal royalty-based funds to support Aboriginal land-
care projects.

Urgent appeal to Ruddock
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by Peter Mac
The employees were incensed 

that families of 16 coal miners from 
Clermont, Central Queensland, have 
been threatened with eviction by Rio 
Tinto, while its chairman, Robert 
Wilson, is to retire soon with a truly 
golden handshake of $40 million.

The 16 miners, all active in 
the Construction, Forestry, Mining 
and Energy Union (CFMEU), were 
sacked from their employment at 
the company’s Blair Athol mine 
almost five years ago, and were 
subsequently refused alternative 
employment at the company’s Hail 
Creek mine.

Last December the full bench 
of the Industrial Relations Com-
mission found the men had been 
unfairly dismissed, but did not order 
the company to re-employ them. 
The men have now appealed to the 
High Court against this aspect of the 
Commission’s decision.

They have also appealed to the 
court against the company’s moves 
to evict them and their families, 
and their case will be heard on the 
May 23.

Last week CFMEU General 
President Tony Maher described the 

treatment of the Blair Athol 16 as an 
illustration of “the ugly ruthless face 
of corporate greed”.

He commented bitterly that 
“These workers were found to have 
been victimised and for almost five 
years they have been denied their 
right to work. And now, with the 
Commission case still to be decided, 
and the High Court appeal still in 
the pipeline, Rio Tinto is moving 
to kick these families out of their 
homes. It’s a disgrace.”

Jacqui Barnes, wife of Blair 
Athol CFMEU Lodge Presi-
dent Gary Barnes, deplored the 
company’s move to evict the 
families before the dispute is even 
resolved.

She stated: “This is our home. 
It’s where our children are growing 
up and Rio wants to chuck us out. 
For years now we’ve had to live 
with the company’s smear that our 
husbands were not good enough 
for their jobs. Then the courts found 
this not to be true and that they’d 
been victimised because of their 
commitment to the Union.

“All the way along it’s been our 
men and our families who have had 
to carry the burden of Rio Tinto’s 

vindictiveness, and now they want 
to evict us from our homes. I just 
can’t believe this could happen in a 
country like Australia.”

Their case was not the only 
issue in dispute at the Rio Tinto 
AGM protest rally. Despite posing 
as a model employer, Rio Tinto is 
notorious as one of the world’s most 
ruthless employers.

Rio Tinto recently moved to 
deny crucial health benefits to 
the families of employees at its 
Utah copper plant, and Australian 
employees attending the rally were 
joined by workforce representatives 
from the company’s steelworks 
plants in the US and Canada.

CFMEU National Secretary 
John Maitland, who is also President 
of the 20-million-strong Internation-
al Chemical, Energy, Mining and 
General Workers Federation, con-
demned the company’s actions.

He told the meeting: “Rio Tinto 
is abusing workers in Australia as 
well as at its operations in North 
America, particularly at its Ken-
necott Utah Copper facilities, where 
it has walked away from contract 
negotiations. We will be calling on 
shareholders to hold the company to 
account for its actions and to tell the 
Directors that we expect Rio Tinto 
to behave as a responsible corporate 
citizen”. J

by Miranda Campbell
The workers, who are all mem-

bers of the Textile, Clothing and 
Footwear Union (TCFU), have been 
in battle with management at the 
company over management’s plans 
to cut wages by 25 per cent. The 
union and its members have refused 
to support the plan.

State Secretary of the TCFU, 
Michelle O’Neill in a media state-
ment said, “Despite the drastic 
proposal, to date the union members 
on site have not taken any industrial 
action. We have been negotiating 
with the company in good faith, 

and this is the disgraceful treatment 
workers get in return”.

Many of the locked out workers 
come from single income families. 
The company’s actions will only 
bring undue hardship onto the fami-
lies and the Geelong community in 
general.

It is a deliberate attempt by the 
Geelong Wool to break the spirit of 
the workers and make them capitu-
late to the company’s demands. The 
company already had the workers 
under surveillance for some time.

The lockout was not necessary, 
the company had called on work-

ers to work over time just the day 
before the lock out!

“By taking such dramatic action 
Geelong Wool Combing has added 
more uncertainty to an industry 
already experiencing instability. 
This lock out will only hinder this 
company’s chances of a swift and 
peaceful settlement, which is what 
they claim they want.

“If this company thinks it can 
starve the workers and their families 
into losing pay and conditions, they 
have made a huge corporate mis-
take”, Ms O’Neill said.
To support the workers at Geelong 
Wool Combing contact Jenny 
Kruschel on 0419 337 137 or the 
union on Ph: (03) 9347 3377 or 
email info@tcfvic.org.au. J

LABOUR STRUGGLES

Geelong workers locked out
Workers at Geelong Wool Combing arrived at work on April 28 to 
find that they were locked out. The company has told the workers 
the lockout will be in place for at least a month.

Call centre exploitation

by Peter Mac

The case, mounted by represen-
tatives of the Communications and 
Public Sector Union, the Australian 
Services Union and the National 
Union of Workers illustrates just 
what happens when employers are 
given a virtually free rein over pay, 
hours of work and other conditions.

As ACTU organiser Belinda 
Tkalcevic recently explained: 
“… the majority of call centre 
workers in in-house call centres 
for well-established companies 

are on community standard wages 
and conditions. We don’t see why 
contract call centres should pay any 
different. One of the main areas of 
dispute is hours of work. [Contract 
call centre employers] want to have 
a much broader span of ordinary 
hours. We want it limited to 7am 
to 7pm”.

The call centre struggle doesn’t 
involve only Australian employees. 
One Indian “guest worker” cur-
rently employed by Telstra revealed 
that he was receiving some A$820 
per month, compared to A$5000 

currently paid to Telstra’s Australian 
employees in the same Melbourne 
centre.

Telstra, which has cut some 
50,000 jobs since being part-
privatised, and looks like making 
a nice $3.66 billion profit this year, 
has now admitted to the existence of 
some 100 “guest worker” employees 
within its Australian workforce.

Significantly, the union list of 
award demands for call centre work 
involves basic entitlements, some 
of them won in other industries 
more than a hundred years ago: a 
competency-based classification 
structure, a cap on ordinary working 
hours, overtime penalty rates, and 
higher duty payments. The unions 
also want parental leave, a late 
night safe travel allowance, and a 25 
percent casual loading.

The huge profits and rapid 
growth of call centres, a result of the 
rabid exploitation of their employ-
ees, may soon change. Not content 

with transferring their in-house 
answering services to ruthless local 
contract call firms, Australian com-
panies are now beginning to take 
their business offshore. 

A favourite area for this purpose 
is India, where call centre staff are 
trained in the vernacular language 
of the various incoming calls, which 
come from countries as far-flung as 
Britain, the US and Canada, as well 
as Australia.

The “offshore option” is being 
blatantly used by employer repre-
sentatives who argue for reducing 
the wages of Australian employees 
to a “third world” level. Stephen 
Smith, national industrial relations 
director of the employers’ body, 
the Australian Industry Group, said 
last week that call centre employers 
were not opposed to the introduc-
tion of an award, provided that it 
was sufficiently “flexible” to com-
pete with wages and conditions 
applicable in, say, India.

“Our aim is to ensure that the 
minimum conditions in the indus-
try are appropriate to maintain 
a lively and healthy call centre 
industry in Australia, instead of it 
being relocated offshore”, he added 
malevolently.

The situation points to the 
urgent necessity for greater interna-
tional co-operation between union 
organisations to secure better rights 
for workers in all countries. How-
ever, in Australia the immediate 
struggle is for an award for all call 
contract centre workers through the 
case before the Industrial Relations 
Commission.

Ms Tkalcevic commented: “…
we should be able to get an award 
of realistic wages and conditions 
up within a matter of months. Once 
this award is achieved we hope 
to extend coverage to all contract 
call centres in Australia, ultimately 
affecting tens of thousands of 
workers”. J

Australian call centre employees are among our most ruthlessly 
exploited workers. Last week unions representing them applied 
to the Industrial Relations Commission for a universal award for 
their work.

Rio Tinto shareholders were shaken last week when 2000 of the 
multinational monster’s employees held an angry protest rally 
outside its annual general meeting (AGM) in Perth.

Eviction for Rio Tinto workers
$40 million for the boss

The Industrial Relations Commission has rejected an ap-
plication from the Master Builders’ Association to introduce 
part-time work provisions into the national construction award. 
The Master Builders’ Association claims the change would al-
low workers to spend more time with their families. But the 
construction union, the CFMEU, quite correctly describes 
this claim as “feigned benevolence”, accusing the employer 
group of trying to deregulate the industry and break down 
the standard working week. When unions have campaigned 
for a notional 36 hour week which could give workers more 
time to spend with their families, the MBA has opposed it.

The Australian Workers Union (AWU) is calling on Qantas 
to give workers certainty in the wake of the airlines an-
nouncement that it would shed up to 1500 workers because 
of the downturn in the aviation industry caused by the 
SARS outbreak and Iraq war. The union says it is seek-
ing to work with Qantas to avoid forced redundancies. 
The AWU has called on Qantas to give employees the op-
tion of voluntary redundancy, and provide those who want 
to stay with training to allow for a transfer to other areas.

LABOUR NOTES
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As part of that protest, the 
Construction, Forestry, Mining and 
Energy Union (CFMEU) called 
a stop work at 14 building sites, 
resulting in around 2000 building 
workers and other unionists rally-
ing outside Rio Tinto’s offices in St 
Georges Terrace.

Bond said the CFMEU had 
made him feel at home. Calling 
for united action he said, “We have 
common enemies, and we will never 
be defeated while we are united”.

A relatively small crowd of 
around 300 took part in the May 
March in Adelaide. Placards 
reflected the major national and 
international concerns of the labour 
movement – the recent attacks on 
Medicare and the US-led occupa-
tion of Iraq.

Participants were entertained 
(and educated) by members of the 
Indigenous Talkindjeri dance group 
who performed a number of cleans-

ing and welcoming Ngarrindjeri 
dances.

Cheryl Scopazzi, of the United 
Trades and Labor Council May Day 
Committee drew attention to the 
twin themes of this year’s celebra-
tion – “Respect for workers” and 
“Peace across our lands”.

In Wollongong, on the NSW 
South Coast, approximately 500 
people marched from Fred Moore 
House to the Wollongong Mall 
amphitheatre on Saturday. The 
theme for this year’s march was 
“Workers united against war”. The 
march was led by the Illawarra 
Young Unionists’ Association.

Speakers at the rally were Mike 
Donaldson from the National Ter-
tiary Education Union who talked 
about Howard’s war on workers, 
Dr Con Costa from the Doctors’ 
Reform Society who spoke of the 
attack on Medicare, and young 
unionist Yvette Corrie.

In Melbourne, 5000 people 
marched from Trades Hall Coun-
cil to Federation Square. Slogans 
included “Respect for workers”, 
“Workers united will never be 
defeated” and “What do we want? 
Howard’s head! When do we want 
it? Now!”.

Speakers were Dean Mighell, 
outgoing Victorian Trades Hall 
President, who called for May Day 
to become a national public holiday, 
and Alfred Lacy, co-ordinator of the 
campaign by Queensland’s Palm 
Island workers for compensation for 
years of under-paid wages.

Around 2000 marched in 
Sydney from Hyde Park to the Town 
Hall. There was a very strong peace 
contingent and strong representation 
from the Fire Brigade Employees’ 
Union.

Speakers included Greens 
Senator Kerry Nettle, Australian 
Manufacturing Workers’ Union 
Secretary Doug Cameron and Dr 
Hannah Middleton, who spoke on 
behalf of the Walk Against War 
Coalition and who is also Presi-
dent of the Communist Party of 
Australia. J

AUSTRALIA

When the chief of the Federal Police, Mick Keelty last 
week foreshadowed changes to the legal system to make 
it even easier to jail and persecute (oops, prosecute) ter-
rorist suspects, Dingo thought it might be helpful to provide 
him with a list of those currently threatening the well being 
of Australians. As such the following are all equally consid-
ered as member swine in the HOG OF THE WEEK club. 

Suspect #1: As the Howard Government sets about de-
stroying Medicare by basically claiming “we can’t afford to 
fund it”, the army’s Land Warfare Studies Centre is stitch-
ing together a budget hit list that includes the purchase of 
100 new Leopard tanks at the cost of $600 million. It ar-
gues that these tanks “improved the success of attacks on 
Viet Cong bunkers during the Vietnam war”. Will they be 
deployed overseas, or are they strictly for domestic use?

Suspect #2: Remember how the Howard Government 
used our off-shore territories in the name of “homeland 
security” as a pretext to lock up asylum seekers, in one 
instance allowing 353 of them to drown? So, who owns 
Australia’s coastal islands, this essential area of “homeland 
security”? Resort and property investment companies, as 
a squiz along the Queensland coast reveals - P&O ($30 
million for Lizard, Dunk, Bedarra and Brampton Islands), 
Principal ($61.5 million for Hayman Island), Vaughan Bul-
livant ($12.5 million for Daydream Island), Club Med ($15 
million for Lindeman Island)... and so the list goes on.

Suspect #3: The Treasurer Peter Costello was in Paris 
last week laying his slash-and-burn qualifications down 
for capitalist think tank the OECD, ahead of delivering this 
month’s slash-and-burn federal budget. A free marketeer, 
who’s all for profits before people, Costello is helping sabo-
tage Australia’s economy by promising the thieving filthy 
rich company directors in Australia a free hand to regulate 
their own looting and plunder. “We think it’s the obligation 
of company directors to scrutinise [their salary packages 
and payouts]” with “peer pressure” lending a helping hand.

Pan recall

MAY DAY 2003
“We have common enemies”

In Western Australia, 2000 people marched from Fremantle Espla-
nade on Sunday to celebrate May Day. George Bond, representing 
the United Steel Workers of America, spoke at the rally. He had 
come to Western Australia to join in the protests at mining giant 
Rio Tinto’s AGM in Perth on May 1.

Part of May Day, Adelaide
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continued from page 1

The TGA cites numerous prob-
lems identified by the audit and 
testing that followed the Travacalm 
findings. These include:

• manipulation of test results 
in order to comply with specifica-
tions – some were over strength, 
and some were under strength;

• use of beef cartilage in 
place of shark cartilage;

• changing the status of raw 
materials in the company’s comput-
er from Quarantine to Pass. Some 
were used in manufacture without 
being tested; and

• instances of products 
released and dispatched without 
completion of the testing of the raw 
materials used.

This is not the first time that 
Pan or its majority shareholder Jim 
Selim (who has now resigned as Pan 
CEO) has come to the attention of 
the TGA for not meeting required 
practices. However, he has been 
able to continue in business under 
existing laws.

Sectors of the industry are call-
ing for less regulation, accusing the 
government of over-regulating the 
“natural health industry”.

The TGA has come under attack 
and been accused of a witch-hunt 
against Pan.

Vaughn Bullivant, founder of 
Bullivants (taken over by Fauldings 
three years ago) said it all: “Some-
times with the TGA you have to 
push the limits because historically 
they are so inflexible in their belief 
that they have to protect the public”.

With less regulation, they would 
not have to “protect the public”.

These free marketeers would 
have the government leave “protec-
tion of the public” to the private 
sector – to the likes of Pan, the 
Mayne Group and other big corpo-
rations dominating the industry.

Already the regulation of the 
complementary sector is far less 
stringent than that of the pharma-
ceutical industry that is obliged to 

conduct extensive trials to prove 
the claims they make about their 
products. This is not to say they are 
all honest or do not rig results from 
time to time.

“This lack of regulation means 
there are a lot of people out there 
making vast sums of money without 
having to prove their product works 
– and most of then probably don’t 
work”, said Martyn Goddard, health 
policy officer with the Australian 
Consumers Association.

This annoys the pharmaceutical 
(predominantly prescription drug) 
industry that is feeling the competi-
tion from the alternative sector that 
sells over the counter without the 
need for a doctor’s script.

The complementary health 
sector has grown astronomically 
in recent years, with more and 
more people turning to alternative 
practitioners or self-diagnosing 
and self-treating themselves. The 
industry has grown in Australia 
from less than $1 million annually 
10 years ago to an estimated $2.3 
billion now.

 “Health food” shops, vitamin 
stores and chemists shelves abound 
with literally hundreds and hun-
dreds of combinations of drugs – all 
referred to as “natural” – and claim-
ing to do almost anything.

There is no end of products on 
the Internet for someone who wants 
a little lift, more energy, strength or 
to cure a cold, improve their eye-
sight or whatever.

Many of these products can be 
beneficial if taken when needed, 
in the appropriate quantities. Some 
may not do anything beyond per-
haps having a placebo effect and 
may be quite harmless.

But, there are dangers, with 
drug interactions, allergies, the 
effects of overdoses and the very 
real possibility of not seeking or 
delaying professional advice when 
it is unwise to do so.

In the case of Pan, there are 
the additional risks of patients not 
necessarily taking what they believe 

they are taking. Such a simple thing 
as giving a child what you believe is 
paracetamol when it does not con-
tain paracetamol, could lead to all 
sorts of complications.

The traditional drug companies 
are facing a serious challenge from 
the corporations manufacturing 
these “alternative” medicines.

There can be no doubt that big 
profits are at stake and behind the 
scenes, heavy political battles are 
being fought to win over politicians.

Clearly, the present regulatory 
regime is not adequate to prevent 
what occurred at Pan. As long as 
the profit-motive drives the pro-
duction and sale of medicines, the 
battle over quality controls will 
continue.

Anything that makes a dollar 
or saves a dollar will govern the 
actions of these private for-profit 
manufacturers if they think they 
can get away with it. The health and 
safety of the consumer will come 
a poor second. Short cuts, product 
substitution and other malpractices 
are inevitable under the present 
setup.

The Pan scandal is yet another 
exposure of the criminality of the 
capitalist system. The health of 
some people and even lives have 
been threatened. This calls for crim-
inal charges to be laid with severe 
sentences meted out.

Only when the private profit 
motive has been removed and the 
whole of the health sector comes 
under public control and regulation 
will the health of the people come 
first.

Pan should be taken over by 
the government, and run as a public 
not-for-profit enterprise.

In that way, not only would 
the products be safer, but the jobs, 
conditions and entitlements of phar-
maceutical workers would also be 
guaranteed.
For a complete list of the recalls 
and for further information visit 
www.tga.gov.au or phone the toll-
free helpline 1800 220 007. J
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by Pratap Chatterjee
Indeed the family-owned 

Bechtel Corporation is one of 
the world’s largest engineering-
construction firms whose projects 
range from the first major oil pipe-
lines in Alaska and Saudi Arabia to 
nuclear reactors in Qinshan, China 
and refineries in Zambia.

Founded in 1898, the company 
has worked on 20,000 projects in 
140 nations on all seven continents. 
In 2002 Bechtel earned US$11.6 
billion in revenue.

Soon after Riley Bechtel was 
appointed as an advisor to Bush, 
on April 21, Terry Valenzano, the 
man who ran Bechtel’s construc-
tion business in Saudi Arabia, 
flew into Kuwait city to meet with 
Jay Garner, the Pentagon official 
appointed to oversee Iraq.

The two men met at the Hilton 
resort to plan the reconstruction of 
Iraq after the fall of Saddam Husse-
in’s government.

It was like a dream come true 
for former Secretary of State and 
former Bechtel president, George 

Schultz, who penned a Washing-
ton Post op-ed last September that 
said: “A strong foundation exists 
for immediate military action 
against Hussein and for a multi-
lateral effort to rebuild Iraq after 
he is gone”.

Last month, when the United 
States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) announced 
a contract with Bechtel, Tom Hash, 
president of Bechtel National, 
released a brief statement: “Bechtel 
is honored to have been asked to 
help bring humanitarian assistance, 
economic recovery, and infrastruc-
ture reconstruction to the Iraqi 
people”.

The initial contract is capped 
at US$680 million over 18 months, 
although experts say this may be 
one of the biggest export bonanzas 
in history that could eventually be 
worth up to US$100 billion.

Eventually Iraqi citizens will 
probably be handed the bill, most 
likely to be financed out of the 
country’s oil revenues.

The first contract covers virtu-
ally all the major projects in Iraq 
such as seaports, two international 
and three domestic airports, portable 
water, electric power plants, roads, 

railroads, schools, hospitals and irri-
gation systems.

For Bechtel it was just like old 
times. Twenty years ago, on Decem-
ber 20, 1983, Middle East peace 
envoy Donald Rumsfeld arrived in 
the Iraqi capital of Baghdad, on a 
special mission from George Shultz 
(then Secretary of State for Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan) to meet with 
Saddam Hussein.

Rumsfeld asked the Iraqi dicta-
tor to support Bechtel’s bid for the 
construction of an oil pipeline from 
Iraq to the Jordanian port of Aqaba.

Tangled Web 
between Bechtel 
and government

The two men meeting in Kuwait 
this week to plan Iraqi recon-
struction – Jay Garner and Terry 
Valenzano – work for the very same 
public/private alliance that lobbied 
Saddam two decades ago.

Today, Defence Secretary 
Rumsfeld heads up the Pentagon, 
which is paying Garner’s salary, 
while Shultz is a board member of 
the Bechtel Company who is paying 
Valenzano’s bills.

That’s not all: Jack Sheehan, a 
senior vice president at Bechtel, is 
a member of the Defence Policy 
Board, a government-appointed 
group that advised the Pentagon on 
the war. Meanwhile, Bechtel also 
advises both the federal agencies 
that provide loans and insurance to 
American companies overseas.

Daniel Chao, another Bechtel 
senior vice-president, serves on 
advisory board of the US Export-
Import Bank, while Ross J Connelly, 
a 21-year veteran of Bechtel Group, 
is the chief operating officer for the 
Overseas Private Investment Corpo-
ration (OPIC).

Indeed, Andrew Natsios, the 
administrator of USAID, which 
awarded the reconstruction contract 
for Iraq, was overseeing Bechtel just 
two years ago as the chairman of the 
Massachusetts Turnpike Author-
ity, which hired the company to 
complete the Boston Central Artery 
project.

Activists say that the incestuous 

relationship between Bechtel and 
the US Government bodes ill for the 
Iraqi people.

“Bechtel and privatisation go 
hand in hand. As people learned 
the hard way in Bolivia and around 
the world, when Bechtel comes 
to town, you can expect costs to 
soar and accountability and local 
control to evaporate”, says Juliette 
Beck, senior organiser at the Oak-
land office of the Public Citizen 
organisation.

Bechtel recently brought a 
US$25 million lawsuit against 
Bolivia for cancelling a contract 
to manage the Cochabamba water 
system, which resulted in skyrocket-
ing rates for local people.

Boston taxpayers have been 
just as unlucky. The Boston Central 
Artery tunnel project (popularly 
known as the “Big Dig”) is wrap-
ping up reconstructing Interstate 93 
underneath the surface of the city.

In 1985 the price tag of the 
project was an estimated US$2.5 
billion. This figure has been spiral-
ling upwards every year.

The latest price tag for the proj-
ect was a whopping US$14.6 billion 
or US$1.8 billion a mile, making it 
the world’s most expensive high-
way.

And California citizens are 
still paying the bills for the cost 
over-runs at the San Onofre nuclear 
power plant in northern San Diego 
County where Bechtel installed one 
of the reactors backwards.

Meanwhile the local environ-

mental costs continue to mount 
every day as the plant sucks in huge 
quantities of plankton, fish and even 
seals with the water to cool the reac-
tors. The reactor also destroys miles 
of kelp on the seabed by discharg-
ing the heated water back into the 
ocean.

Other construction boondoggles 
by Bechtel include the Ok Tedi gold 
mine in Papua New Guinea where 
the dam Bechtel was building to 
contain mining waste collapsed 
before gold was even extracted in 
1984.

In 1996 when the local people 
took them to court, BHP, the Aus-
tralian operators of the mine agreed 
to spend up to US$115 million to 
contain the toxic waste that they 
were dumping into the Fly River at 
a rate of 80,000 tonnes a day from 
the mine.

Follow the money
Today some lawmakers want to 

know how a company like Bechtel 
is winning contracts in Iraq. Ron 
Wyden, a Democratic Senator 
from Oregon, is one of handful of 
members of the US Congress that 
are sponsoring a Bill asking the 
government to explain publicly how 
contracts have been awarded under 
a limited bidding process.

“You look at this process, which 
is secret, limited or closed bid-
ding, and you have to ask yourself: 
`Why are these companies being 

picked?’”, Wyden told the New York 
Times.

“Is this the best use of scarce 
taxpayer money at a time when 
seniors can’t afford medicine, kids 
are having trouble getting access to 
a quality education and local com-
munities are just getting pounded?”

To find the answers you just 
have to follow the money. The 
Bechtel Group and its employ-
ees have been among the biggest 
political donors in the construction 
industry, according to an analysis by 
the Centre for Responsive Politics, 
a non-partisan Washington-based 
group that tracks campaign finance.

The company and its workers 
contributed at least US$277,050 to 
federal candidates and party com-
mittees in the last election cycle, 
about 57 percent to Democrats 
and 43 percent to Republicans, the 
Centre found.

Bechtel gave at least 
US$166,000 to national Republican 
Party committees, Centre figures 
show.

The money may seem like 
chump change for a transnational 
giant like Bechtel, but it has paid 
handsome dividends. And as Iraq 
looks to expand its oil production 
in the future who better to ask than 
Bechtel, which built a pipeline from 
Iraq’s northern oilfields in Kirkuk to 
Syria in 1950.

Should Iraq want to build new 
industries, Bechtel can easily claim 
to be the leaders in this field having 
converted Jubail, once a fishing vil-
lage on the Saudi Arabian Gulf, into 
a 360-square-mile industrial zone 
with a planned community expect-
ed to house as many as 370,000 
people.

For Bechtel, the US$680 million 
dollar AID contract could just be the 
beginning.
Pratap Chatterjee is an
investigative reporter based in 
Berkeley, California.
CorpWatch J
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Bechtel’s friends
in high places

Last month, multi-billionaire Riley Bechtel was sworn in 
as a member of President Bush’s Export Council to advise 
the government on how to create markets for US com-
panies overseas. It was hardly a surprise that the 104th 
wealthiest man in world, whose family had amassed its 
fortune in mega-construction projects around the globe 
was tapped to advise the Bush administration on trade.

“You look at this process, which is 
secret, limited or closed bidding,

and you have to ask yourself:
`Why are these companies

being picked?’”

To find the answers you
just have to follow the money.

The Bechtel Group and its 
employees have been among

the biggest political donors
in the construction industry.
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In 1948, the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) 
was formed in the northern zone 
just three years after the defeat of 
Japan. One year later, in 1949, the 
Chinese revolution was also victo-
rious and the People’s Republic of 
China was founded. These revolu-
tionary developments were never 
accepted by the US and other impe-
rialist powers.

In 1950, the United States, 
with the participation of the South 
Korean puppet Syngman Rhee, 
launched the Korean War. The US 
aim was to destroy the people’s gov-
ernment of the North and to roll on 
to attack and overthrow the Chinese 
revolution as well.

General MacArthur, the com-
mander of the US forces at the time, 
called for the nuclear bombing of 
China but was over-ruled by US 
President Truman.

The US and the South Korean 
puppet armies were finally defeat-
ed by the heroic struggle of the 
Korean people with the assistance 
of Chinese forces. An Armistice 
Agreement was signed on July 27, 
1953 which, however, left Korea 
still divided at the 38th parallel into 
North Korea (Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea) and South Korea 
(Republic of Korea).

US forces have remained in 
South Korea ever since. Today, 
more than 30,000 US forces patrol 
the demarcation zone at the 38th 
parallel and occupy bases within 
South Korea, all threatening North 
Korea.

Successive US governments 
have not given up their objective of 
overthrowing the socialist govern-
ment of North Korea and this has 
been intensified by the warmonger-
ing Bush administration. It branded 
North Korea as one of the three 
“axis of evil” nations. Iraq and Iran 
are the other two.

In the same way that the US 
whipped up its phony campaign 
about “weapons of mass destruc-
tion” and “regime change” against 
Iraq, there is an equally phony 
campaign underway against the 
DPRK on the question of an alleged 
“nuclear threat”. US leaders are also 
demanding “regime change”, mean-
ing that the socialist system should 
be destroyed and US economic, 
military and political domination 
imposed.

The US campaign has been 
given urgency by the election of a 
new President to lead the govern-
ment of South Korea who supports 
reconciliation between North and 
South Korea.

The government of the DPRK 
has made repeated proposals for 
reunification on the basis of “one 
nation, two systems”, meaning that 
a united nation should retain the 
socialist system in the north and the 
capitalist system in the south.

Support for reunification has 
been steadily gaining ground among 
the people of South Korea and this 
was reflected in the conclusion of a 
North-South Accord in June 2000.

A number of steps have been 
taken towards the implementation of 
this Accord, including the exchange 
of separated family members 
between the two states, the com-
mencement of trade and a project to 
reopen a North-South railway.

The further the North-South 
reunification process progressed 
and the stronger the demand among 
South Koreans for the withdrawal of 
US troops became, the more threats 
from the Bush administration.

Successive US governments 
have fiercely opposed reunification. 
A reunited and independent Korea 
would destroy any argument that 
the US has for its continued military 
occupation of the South.

It is on this background that the 
“nuclear crisis” has been whipped 
up and every effort made to create 
fear among Korea’s neighbours.

The DPRK is accused of 
withdrawing from the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
and breaching an agreement made 
with the US in 1994 not to proceed 
with the manufacture of nuclear 
weapons.

However, no mention is made 
of the fact that the 1994 agree-

ment provided that the US would 
supply light-water nuclear reactors 
to replace the DPRK’s graphite gas 
nuclear reactors and would furnish 
the DPRK with oil fuel while the 
light-water reactors were built.

These reactors, promised by 
the US, have not been built and last 
year, the US cancelled its supply 
of oil for the purpose of generat-
ing electricity. It was this violation 
of the 1994 treaty that led to the 
restarting of the existing nuclear 
power generators to provide electric 
power to North Korean industries.

Now, the US leaders are talking 
about a “pre-emptive strike”, the 
imposition of sanctions and “regime 
change” and have wheeled the issue 
into the UN Security Council in an 

effort to force other countries to put 
pressure on the DPRK to comply 
with US demands.

In recent negotiations which 
involved the DPRK, China and the 
US, the DPRK once again made 
proposals to the effect that the 
DPRK would not continue with any 
nuclear weapons program provided 
the US officially accepted the sover-
eign right of the DPRK to maintain 
its social system and that the US 
enter into a non-aggression treaty 
with the DPRK.

These simple proposals would 
remove the threat of war from the 
Korean Peninsular but, so far, the 
US side is continuing to voice its 
threats of pre-emptive strike and 
regime change. J

MAGAZINE

At the conclusion of the war in the Pacific in 1945 and the 
withdrawal of Japanese forces from China, the Korean 
Peninsular and Manchuria, the Korean Peninsular was 
divided into North and South at the 38th parallel. Soviet 
troops occupied North Korea and US forces occupied the 
South. The Soviet forces were soon withdrawn from the 
North, but the US forces did not withdraw from the South.

Background notes on
US threat to North Korea

“Regime change” is a uphemism for the imposition of US domination

by Rowan Cahill
In all of this there was no 

acknowledgement whatsoever that 
only during World War II was Aus-
tralia’s freedom ever threatened; and 
no recognition that War should be 
the last resort, signalling the tragic 
failure of diplomacy and politics.

There was also no awareness 
that the impetus to establish Anzac 
Day began with the Christian 
Churches in Queensland in 1916, 
an expression of ‘war theology’, the 
widespread belief of non-Catholic 
clergy at the time that War gave 
the British Empire the God-given 
opportunity to spread the Christian 
Gospel to some dark heathen places.

Anzac Remembrance 2003 was 
highly selective. So, for example, 
there was no reference to the tactical 
and strategic stupidity that Galli-
poli represents; no reference to the 
abattoir slaughter of the Western 
Front in 1916; no reference to the 
way Robert Menzies lied to the 
Australian people and Parliament 
to manipulate Australia into the 
Vietnam War.

Scant attention also to the fact 
that during the 20th century some 
102,000 Australians died as the 
direct result of War.

Part of the Anzac Myth is the 
proposition that Australia is a Peace-
loving nation, that Peace is the 
preferred option of the Australian 
people, that as a nation, Australia 
only reluctantly goes to War. Sadly, 
and disturbingly, history suggests 
otherwise.

Australia’s military history 
begins with colonisation. The Euro-
pean occupation of the continent 
did not go unchallenged by the 
Aborigines. A state of war existed 
from Governor Phillip’s time, 
right through the 19th century, as 
the invaders met with Aboriginal 
resistance.

The defenders strategically 
employed guerilla type warfare 
against the superior military might 
of industrial Britain. Because 
this resistance was effective, and 
the enemy elusive, a bloody and 
vengeful military campaign was 
conducted in retaliation.

There were punitive raids on 
camps, and terror was officially 
used to bring about Aboriginal 
submission. This protracted warfare 
resulted in the violent deaths of an 
estimated 20,000 Aborigines and 
2000 Europeans.

Before Federation in 1901, 
thousands of enthusiastic Aus-
tralian volunteers participated in 
three imperialist military ventures 
overseas; against the New Zealand 
Maori tribes (the Maori Wars, 1863-
72); against the Islamic rebellion in 
the Sudan (1885-86); against emerg-
ing Chinese nationalism (Boxer 
Rebellion, 1900-01).

In each case the involvement 
was presented in adventurous, 
jingoistic terms, and the enemy 
portrayed as heathens devoid of 
human rights. This was a recipe 
for callous and criminal military 
behaviour.

Australia’s emergence as a 
nation was marked by the involve-
ment of 16,175 troops in the Boer 
War (1899-1902) in South Africa, 
on behalf of British gold interests. It 
was a brutal war in which the Brit-
ish used scorched earth tactics and 
concentration camps to crush Boer 
resistance.

Twelve years later Australia 
was at war again. The Great War 
(1914-18) realised the dream of 
those Federation polemicists who 
maintained that the nation should be 
born in the heat of battle and blood 
sacrifice.

Out of the blood-fests of the 
Western Front, and the impos-
sibilities of Gallipoli, the Anzac 
myth was crafted, telling of larrikin 
heroes, imbued with mateship and 
derring-do.

Somewhere in this myth-making 
process the slaughter and senseless-
ness of the War, so apparent to 
many participants, and to those who 
hoped it would be The War To End 
All War, was lost. Possibly deliber-
ately so.

In 1919 Australian troops were 
at it again, fighting the Red Army 
as part of the anti-Bolshevik North 
Russian Relief Force. Australians 
won two Victoria Crosses in this 
bloody and useless British initiative.

The campaign aimed to advance 
British interests in the Baltic region 
and in Persia and, of course, to 
“strangle the Bolshevik baby in its 
bed” as Winston Churchill declared. 
The Force was withdrawn after Brit-
ish capitalists decided it would be 
better to develop trade links with the 
infant Soviet Russia.

After an interlude of peace, 
conflict continued: World War II, 
the only time Australia was actually 
threatened with invasion; Korea; 
Malaya; Borneo; Vietnam; and 
more recently, Gulf Wars 1 and 2, 
with the “social worker with a gun” 
Timor Intervention sandwiched in 
between.

Conspicuously missing from 
Anzac Day commentaries is refer-
ence to the use of the armed forces 

against trade unionists. This tradi-
tion reaches back to the Maritime 
Strike of 1890, finding fullness of 
expression with the Chifley (ALP) 
Government’s use of troops as 
strike-breakers during the 1949 
Coal Strike.

Thereafter Coalition and Labor 
governments variously used the 
armed forces against trade union-
ists in 1951, 1952, 1953, 1954, 
1967, 1981, and 1989. The jury 
is still out on possible military 
involvement in the 1998 War on 
the Waterfront.

The Vietnam War and conscrip-
tion temporarily halted Australia’s 
love affair with War. Since then, 
however, powerful forces includ-
ing media organisations, the RSL, 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
Armed Forces and weapons indus-
try lobbyists, have variously worked 
hard to blunt anti-war sentiment and 
encourage the martial spirit.

Youth in particular have been 
targeted, and the fostering of the 
Anzac legend is central to the 
project.

Dewy-eyed celebration of Anzac 
Day 2003, politically heightened by 
the emotion of an ongoing war, 
coupled with the apparent electoral 
appeal of the repulsive ‘war-leader’ 
posturing of Prime Minister John 
Howard, suggest the martial spirit is 
alive and well in 21st century Aus-
tralia, and probably will be for some 
time to come.

I hope I am wrong. J

I found Anzac Day 2003 disturbing. The theme was “From 
Gallipoli to the Persian Gulf”. From the Returned Services 
League (RSL) came the message that War is the price 
we pay for Peace. From Prime Minister John Howard we 
heard that the Anzac tradition is the most powerful force 
shaping Australian history. From the mouths of selected 
youngsters interviewed by the mass media came the non-
sense that Australia’s political freedom is due, historically, 
to Australia’s battlefield prowess.

Martial love
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With their mass participation 
and the notable presence of youth, 
the workers sent a sound class 
response to the Government and 
the big corporations, as well as to 
the leaderships of parties and trade-
unions that back them.

They protested against Euro-
pean Union and US imperialists and 
made demands in defence of social 
security and labour rights.

They expressed solidarity with 
socialist Cuba, with DPR Korea, 
with the Palestinian and Iraqi 

people, and with all people who 
face imperialist aggression.

The Athens demonstration fin-
ished with a protest outside the US 
embassy.

The pro-government, pro-EU 
majority of the GSEE (General 
Confederation of Greek Workers) 
was completely isolated, along with 
the “Greek Social Forum” and the 
leaderships of the social democrat 
PASOK, ND and Synaspismos, with 
very few attending their gathering.

The GSEE leader made it clear 
in his speech that the GSEE was not 
going to demonstrate outside the US 
embassy!

The Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Greece partici-
pated in the PAME demonstrations.

The Party’s honoury Chairman, 
Harilaos Florakis, told journalists 
after the demonstration: “I cannot 
hide that I feel a particular emotion, 
because I recall the old days. As you 
know I am around 90 now.

“During the old days there 
was a struggle around the question 
whether May Day is the ‘day of 
the flowers’ or if it is the day of the 
Working Class.

“Now, I can see with optimism 
that the people today are aware that 
May Day is day of the Working 
Class. And I hold the conviction 
that this day will constitute a new 
starting-point for struggles to secure 
the national sovereignty and democ-
racy in our country, and to beat off 
the imperialists that plot [against] 
the liberty of our country, as well as 
of all the other countries”. J

It follows many other similar 
proposals starting with the 1993 
Oslo Accords, the Camp David 
peace talks in 2000, the Mitchell 
and Tenet plans. The Oslo Accords 
had the aim of stopping the Intifada 
– uprising of the Palestinian people 
– and, at that time, it succeeded in 
this objective.

All of these schemes failed 
because they did not seriously 
address the rights of the Palestinian 
people to an independent state and 
did not require Israel’s implemen-
tation of the many UN resolutions 
calling for an end to its occupation 
of Palestinian, Syrian and Lebanese 
territory and its withdrawal to pre-
1967 borders.

During that period, 2100 Pales-
tinians and 700 Israelis died in the 
fighting.

The new “Road Map” demands 
as its first condition that the 
Palestinians “immediately undertake 
an unconditional cessation of 
violence, terrorism and incitement 
through restructured and effective 
Palestinian security services”, 
thereby putting all the blame on the 
Palestinian side.

The Palestinians are also to 
“undertake comprehensive political 
reforms”.

The Palestinian security forces 
are to be trained by the US, and 
the Israelis are to “resume security 

co-operation” and “help normalise 
Palestinian life”.

The Palestinian people are once 
again being pressured to abandon 
their militant struggle for an inde-
pendent state free of Israeli control 
and occupation.

In return, Israel is to issue a 
statement affirming its commitment 
to the “vision” of an independent, 
viable, sovereign Palestinian State.

Israeli settlements
Israel is to “freeze all settle-

ment activity” and withdraw from 
Palestinian areas occupied from 
September 28, 2000. The only spe-
cific requirement is that the Israeli 
Government “dismantle settlement 
outposts” erected since March 2001.

But many settlements were 
built before 2001. This means many 
Israeli settlements would remain to 
straddle the territory of a Palestinian 
state should that ever materialise. 
They would be connected by stra-
tegic highways and allow Israel to 
effectively control the “indepen-
dent” state of Palestine.

Arab states are required to “cut 
off public and private funding and 
all other forms of support for groups 
supporting and engaging in violence 
and terror” but there is no commit-
ment that the United States should 
stop arming and financing the terror 
of the Israeli state for use against 

those fighting for an independent 
Palestine.

None of this is to materialise 
until “the Palestinian people have a 
leadership acting decisively against 
terror”.

Much is being placed on the 
newly appointed Prime Minister 
of the Palestinian Authority, Abu 
Mazen, who is being warmly 
welcomed by the US as a 
“moderate”. He is reported to have 
accepted the “Road Map to Peace” 
with its obligations to use the 
Palestinian security forces against 
the Palestinian people.

Even then, should all this 
happen, the document speaks of the 
“possible creation” of a new Pal-
estinian state that would have only 
“provisional borders”. The future of 
Jerusalem is to be “negotiated”.

Progress in implementing this 
Road Map is to be judged by those 
countries that have put forward this 
diabolical plan “taking into account 
the reform of Palestinian institu-
tions, effective Palestinian security 
performance and Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations…”

Rejected
Palestinian newspapers have 

largely rejected the Road Map. Al-
Quds, a Palestinian newspaper in 
Jerusalem rejected the idea that “the 
Palestinian side must offer a ‘cer-
tificate of good behaviour’ to Israel 
in order to pass the test of Israel’s 
extreme right”.

US and Israeli demands that 
the Palestinians cease all attacks on 
Israeli civilians while the Jewish 
state continues to expand settle-
ments and control the movements of 
the Palestinian population is unreal-
istic and unfair says the newspaper.

“The attempt to attach impos-
sible conditions to every small step 
will only frustrate peace efforts 
and keep the Palestinian and Israeli 
peoples trapped in a whirlpool of 
violence and tension”, the paper 
concludes.

Another Arabic language 
newspaper circulating in the West 
Bank city of Ramallah compares 
the Israeli treatment of Palestinians 
with that now being imposed by US 
troops in Iraq.

“The manner with which Iraqi 
citizens are being treated at US 

checkpoints at the entrances to Iraqi 
towns … is almost identical to … 
Israeli checkpoints”. The only dif-
ference is that the plastic handcuffs 
being used by the US troops “are a 
bit thicker and wider”.

“According to the experience of 
Palestinians who should know, this 
difference eases the tension exerted 
on the veins and nerves of detainees 
and lessens the pain.”

The newspaper’s columnist 
Mamduh Nawful describes the Road 
Map as “a map imposing surrender 
on the Palestinians.” J

Palestinians are being pressured to abandon their struggle

INTERNATIONAL

A Road Map going nowhere
The so-called Road Map to Peace in the Israeli/Palestinian conflict 
released last week by the US on behalf of the US, the EU, Russia 
and the UN is nothing more than a recipe for the surrender of the 
Palestinians to the US/Israeli coalition.

 for your solidarity in what-
ever form you may find appropriate: 
petitions, demonstrations, letters to 
the embassies, etc, urging the Israeli 
authorities:

• To immediately and uncon-
ditionally release imprisoned 
conscientious objectors and drop 
charges against all conscientious 
objectors, since these charges are 
arbitrary;

• To recognise the right to 
conscientious objection to military 
service by establishing an indepen-
dent and impartial committee in 
charge of examining the cases;

• To conform with the provi-
sions of the ICCPR, in particular 
article 18 and all other human rights 
instruments ratified by Israel;

• To conform more generally 
with the provisions of the Univer-
sal Declaration on Human Rights 
and the UN Declaration on Human 
Rights defenders (1998).

On March 11, a pacifist, Jona-
than Ben Artzi, after refusing to 
join the army for the eighth time, 
was brought to court martial: it was 
the first time since the 1970s that a 
conscientious objector was court-
martialled.

On April 15, the Supreme Court 
rejected the petition to bring back 
the trial to a civil court arguing that 
there are no substantive differences 
between procedures of civil and 
military courts.

We are very concerned with 
the court-martialling of objectors: 
indeed, they should not be consid-
ered as military as they precisely 
refuse to wear the uniform.

On April 15, five additional 
young conscientious objectors, 
Haggai Matar, Matan Kaminer, 
Shimri Zameret, Adam Maor, Noam 
Bahat were brought to court martial. 
They all refuse to enlist because of 
their conscientious objection to the 
occupation of the Palestinian Ter-
ritories, and to the actions by which 
the army enforces it.

They are among the 300 
signatories of the “High School 
Seniors” letter to Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon. These young men 
are all charged with the crime of 
refusing to obey orders that can be 
punished with up to three years in 
prison.
Yoram Gozansky
International Department
Israeli Communist Party J

Release prisoners
of conscience
Call for solidarity
The Central Committee of the Israeli Communist Party (PCI) decided 
recently to ask for active solidarity with the struggle of Israeli con-
scientious objectors who refuse to serve in the Israeli army because 
of the occupation policy. Their lawyer, Dr Dov Khenin is a member 
of the political bureau of the Israeli Communist Party. The number 
of signatures on the High School Seniors’ Letter – stating refusal 
to serve in the Israeli army – increased during last year from 50 
to 300 young men and women; 21 are currently in prison.Recently 
five of the objectors have been brought to trial before a military 
court. The following is their call for solidarity.

Amina’s baby is regarded as 
the “evidence” of her adultery. The 
father denied everything.

Amina’s case is being handled 
by the Spanish branch of Amnesty 
International, which is attempting 
to put together enough signatures 
to make the Nigerian Government 
rescind the death sentence. A similar 
campaign saved another Nigerian 
woman, Safiya, condemned in simi-
lar circumstances.

By March 4 the petition had 
amassed over 2,600,000 signatures.

It only takes a few seconds to 
sign Amnesty’s online petition.

Go to the web page
http://www.amnistiaporsafiya.org/

Enter your first name in the 
space marked “nombre”, last name 
(“apellidos”), state (“provincia”), 
and for country, in the drop-down 
box pick Otras Paises (other 
countries) if you’re Australian. 
Then click on “Seguir” and go to 
the second page. There you have 
the option of entering your email 
address if you wish to receive 
follow-up information. In any 
case, be sure to click on “aceptar” 
to have your name added to the 
petition list.

If you have access to the 
internet sign the petition now 
and ask your contacts to do 
likewise. J

Woman faces stoning to death
The Nigerian Supreme Court has upheld the death sentence for 
Amina Lawal, condemned for the crime of adultery on August, 
2002, to be buried up to her neck and stoned to death. Her death 
was postponed so that she could continue to nurse her baby. 
Execution is now set for June 3.

In Athens, Thessaloniki, Pireaus, Patra, and Ioannina thousands 
of workers participated in May Day activities organised by PAME 
(All Workers’ Militant Front). Hundreds of trade unions, youth 
and students’ associations, peasants’ and other organisations par-
ticipated in actions in 60 cities and towns.

Greece

Workers send militant class message
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While the world’s eyes were 
focused on Iraq, the same Bush 
administration that invaded that 
country in defiance of world and 
US public opinion used the crisis to 
escalate its already onerous pressure 
on Cuba.

Hypocritically proclaiming that 
its aim is to let the Iraqi people 
choose their future, the Bush admin-
istration – like its predecessors 
– seems totally incapable of letting 
the Cuban people choose theirs.

As if the decades of economic 
blockade, dirty tricks and assassina-
tion attempts were not enough, the 
administration has greatly stepped 
up its direct interference. This 
includes the role of the US Interests 
Section in Havana and its current 
head, James Cason, in channelling 
untold millions of dollars to an 
opposition the US has built up over 
the years.

The unprecedented use of 
Interest Section facilities, and even 
James Cason’s residence, by these 
so-called dissident groups is an out-
rageous provocation.

While virtually refusing to 
allow legal immigration under the 
1995 agreement for 20,000 Cubans 
to enter the US each year, the Bush 
administration is doing everything 
to encourage illegal immigration 
including hijackings. Seven hijack-
ings have occurred in the last seven 

months alone, including taking over 
a ferry during which passengers 
were constantly threatened with 
being thrown overboard. Perpe-
trators of such crimes have been 
welcomed into the US.

For many years the Cuban 
Government and people have been 
remarkably restrained in the face of 
constant US harassment and inter-
ference. This is in sharp contrast to 
US authorities’ treatment of the five 
Cubans now wrongfully imprisoned 
for trying to expose anti-Cuban ter-
rorist groups in Florida.

But the recent escalation of 
illegal US activity, combined with 
recent administration threats that 
Iraq is a “good example” for Cuba, 
have forced Cuba to act for its very 
survival.

In this context, 75 Cubans 
were arrested for actively violating 
Cuban law, and three ferry hijackers 
were executed. With Cuba fighting 
for its very life, these executions 
were carried out against hijackers 
who threatened to drown innocent 
passengers.

Nevertheless, the Communist 
Party USA, which has condemned 
the more than 70 executions in the 
US last year, as well as the more 
than 150 executions in Texas under 
Governor George W Bush, opposes 
the death penalty, and joins in the 
call for its universal abolition.

However, those who pro-
test the sentence of the Cuban 
hijackers should also direct their 
opposition to the main cause of 
the present crisis – a US adminis-
tration that continues an immoral 
blockade and dirty tricks against 
Cuba, and has shown it will carry 
out its threats of pre-emptive mili-
tary strikes against other countries 
including Cuba.

The Bush administration’s 
policies and actions are causing 
an unprecedented climate of fear 
among the nations of the world.

Even many who disagree with 
the Cuban people’s choice of a 
socialist system believe relations 
between our two countries should 
be normalised, and the US Govern-
ment’s criminal behaviour toward 
Cuba ended once and for all.

Normal diplomatic and com-
mercial relations, observance of 
international laws and diplomatic 
norms including the 1995 immigra-
tion agreement, sharing of medical, 
scientific and other knowledge, and 
greater people-to-people contacts 
– these are achievable goals with 
enormous benefits for the people of 
both our countries.

We pledge our continued 
support for the tremendous eco-
nomic, social, political and cultural 
achievements of the Cuban people 
and their government, and our con-
tinuing commitment to help build 
the broadest movement to end the 
blockade. J

“Our people have fought to get 
rid of Saddam’s oppressive dictato-
rial regime so they can build on its 
remains a democratic rule which 
expresses their independent will and 
fulfils their legitimate demands, and 
not new oppressive military rule.”

The civilian death toll is now 

at 2500, and health care, water 
and electricity remain in disarray. 
Medical Aid for the Third World 
said ambulances and civilian cars 
have been hit by US troops, patients 
and health workers have had dif-
ficulty getting through US military 
checkpoints, and hospitals and other 
medical facilities are plundered and 
neglected.

“Without electricity, safe water 
supply and the provision of medi-
cines and other medical supplies, 
many patients are simply left to 
die”, the group said.

Meanwhile, the Bush adminis-
tration is developing “an ambitious 
plan to remake [Iraq] in the image 
of America’s free-wheeling system 
of capitalism”, the Chicago Tribune 
reports.

“US officials are aiming at 
nothing less than ending Hussein’s 
legacy of state-controlled industries  
including oil”, says the article. “The 
Treasury Department, responsible 

for developing an economic reform 
plan, would like to see the oil sector 
privatised so that US oil companies 
… would be permitted to bid on 
drilling rights.”

Also, according to The New 
York Times, the Bush administration 
is planning “a long-term military 

relationship with the emerging gov-
ernment of Iraq” that would give the 
Pentagon access to military bases 
and project American influence into 
the heart of the region.

“If the ties are close enough, the 
military relationship could become 
one of the most striking develop-
ments in a strategic revolution now 
playing out across the Middle East 
and Southwest Asia, from the Medi-
terranean to the Indian Ocean”, the 
Times said.

Joe Gerson, director of the 
Peace and Economic Security 
Program at the American Friends 
Service Committee, commented: 
“Behind the rhetoric of ‘liberation’ 
and not staying ‘a day’ longer than 
needed, the Bush administration is 
clearly working to create a client 
government which will allow the 
US to maintain military bases for 
the long term”.

The US government, in effect, 
will be transforming Iraq into an 

“unsinkable aircraft carrier for the 
United States”, Gerson said. “The 
unprecedented network of US bases 
is the basis of a global empire, 
there’s no way to avoid that term”.

The installation of former US 
General Jay Garner as head of the 
US occupation “embodies the Bush 
administration’s short sightedness 
and moral bankruptcy”, William 
Hartung of the World Policy Insti-
tute said.

Garner has interests in compa-
nies like SY Technologies which 
stand to profit from the war in Iraq. 
He is also a long time associate of 
the Jewish Institute for National 
Security Affairs, which has close 
ties to Israel’s right-wing Likud 
Party and has long supported 
“regime change” in Iraq.

Mustapha Tlili, also of the 
World Policy Institute, told the 
People’s Weekly World no one in 
the Arab world will believe Bush 
administration spokespeople like 
Defence Secretary Donald Rums-
feld talking about democracy.

“The level of anger is beyond 
mistrust. The US has never before 
been seen as negatively as today.”

Noting concerns that a UN 
role in post-war Iraq could throw a 
cloak of legitimacy over the illegal 
US military action, Hartung said 
peace activists “can’t afford to ‘take 
a pass’ and stand back” from the 
process of meeting Iraq’s massive 
economic, humanitarian and secu-
rity needs, “whatever their cause 
may be”.

Peace activists must demand 
“widespread, full internationalisa-
tion of the rebuilding process and 
… treat the unilateralist nature of 
the intervention itself as an aberra-
tion not to be repeated”, he said.
Aknowledgement to Susan Webb
People’s Weekly World (abridged), 
Communist Party USA J

SOUTH KOREA: Trade unions successfully forced new 
President Roh Moo Hyun to scrap the planned partial pri-
vatisation of railways in exchange for calling off a strike.

GERMANY: Swiss agricultural giant Syngenta said that it 
had abandoned plans to start Germany’s first trials of ge-
netically modified (GM) wheat after the site was sabotaged 
by protestors. German authorities gave Syngenta permis-
sion to undertake the country’s first GM wheat trials in the 
eastern state of Thuringia but shortly before the permission 
was granted, activists from Greenpeace planted organic 
wheat seed on the test site. A spokesperson for Syngenta 
said that the trials would be moved to other countries 
such as France and Britain. Germany bars commercial 
production of GM crops, but permits research plantings.

BRITAIN: Charity worker Liz Nunn sent her MBE back to 
the Queen in protest against the war in Iraq. Ms Nunn, 
aged 88, was awarded her MBE in 1999 for helping 
street kids in India. Ms Nunn defended her action say-
ing: “The children (in Iraq) have no water and electric-
ity now – if we want to help innocent children, then why do 
we bomb them?” Home Office officials admitted that three 
other people had returned honours in protest at the Iraq war.

JAPAN: Peace activists in Okinawa held their 1,000th 
demonstration against US nuclear weapons in Naha City. 
The first demonstration took place on February 17, 1984 
in protest against the US deployment of Tomahawk mis-
siles to warships. Since then, residents of the “US base 
islands” have kept the noon hour demonstration every Fri-
day for 19 years. About 200 participants in the 1,000th ac-
tion marched around the prefectural office, holding banners 
and placards saying “No war” and “Stop the attack on Iraq”.

USA: Three boys aged between 13 and 16 are being 
held as “enemy combatants” in the US detention camp 
at Guantanamo Bay, the US military finally admitted.

BRITAIN: Up to 24 ringleaders of London’s sex and human 
trafficking trade have been targeted in a crackdown provoked 
by growing evidence that crime syndicates from eastern Eu-
rope are seizing control of the vice industry. Crime investiga-
tors are particularly concerned about Albanian gangs, which 
have been linked to 70 kidnappings in the past 12 months.

IRAQ: Stevedoring Services of America (SSA) has been 
awarded a US$44.8 million contract to open and operate 
the port of Umm Qasr in war-torn Iraq. SSA is a giant trans-
national corporation operating major ports in Africa, Bangla-
desh, Chile, India, Mexico, New Zealand and Panama. It also 
operates major private port facilities on the west, east and 
Gulf coasts of the USA. Based in Seattle, SSA has a notori-
ous reputation for union busting, privatisation, environmen-
tal damage and war profiteering. SSA is a heavy financial 
contributor to the Republican Party and to George W Bush.

INTERNATIONAL

For the first time for decades communists wearing red scarves and 
waving red flags took to the streets of Baghdad to mark May Day. 
Men, women and children took part. They carried banners call-
ing for peace and for a united, democratic and independent Iraq 
without foreign occupation. The Iraqi Communist Party issued a 
statement saying: “Our people’s joy at the fall of the tyrant and his 
rule did not mean in any way that they are happy with the invasion 
and occupation. It is evident that military rule and occupation in 
general will not receive approval and support from our people.

Communists in Iraq mark May Day

End US aggression towards Cuba
The National Board of the Communist Party, USA issued the
following statement on US aggression towards Cuba:

Global briefs

Iraqis confront US soldiers who last week massacred 13 civilians

“The unprecedented network of US bases
is the basis of a global empire.”
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The Strange Fruit of 
Abel Meeropol
Last month, the ABC ran a pro-
gram about a song written by a 
Communist. Of course, neither 
the ABC nor the program’s 
maker Joel Katz emphasised 
that particular fact.

Indeed, Communists don’t usu-
ally get praised as artists in the 
bourgeois media unless they have 
shown evidence of abandoning 
their political position. Funny 
that.

by Rob Gowland
The song in question was 

Strange Fruit, the number popular-
ised by Billie Holiday. Time called 
it simply, “The best song of the 
century”.

That it was written by a Com-
munist was neither accidental nor 
incidental. Strange Fruit is a har-
rowing song about a lynching (the 
bodies hanging from the tree are the 
“strange fruit”).

In the ’20s, ’30s and ’40s, lynch-
ings of Blacks, union organisers and 
“Bolsheviks” were commonplace 
occurrences in the US, especially 
in the South. They were part of the 
right-wing’s tactics of terror.

The Communists, themselves 
victims of this terrorism, were 
among its fiercest and most assidu-
ous foes. They campaigned to 

arouse awareness of the evils of 
lynching through the civil rights 
movement, the labour movement 
and every available political forum.

One of those Communists was a 
Jewish New York City high school 
teacher of Russian immigrant origin 
named Abel Meeropol. In his spare 
time, Meeropol was a poet and com-
poser who wrote under the name 
Lewis Allan.

In a 1930 civil rights magazine 
Meeropol came across a photograph 
of a ghastly lynching. The photo 
haunted him, and he was moved to 
write a poem about the scene.

As befits a Communist poet, 
Meeropol’s poem was power-
ful indictment of inhumanity. He 
said later: “I wrote Strange Fruit 
because I hate lynching and I hate 
injustice and I hate the people who 
perpetuate it.”

Originally titled Bitter Fruit, it 
was published in the Communist 
cultural journal New Masses in 
1936. The poem was set to music 
by Meeropol and sung by his wife 
Anne at Communist Party functions 
and other progressive gatherings.

It became popular within the 
Left, taken up by such notable Left 
singers at the time as Josh White 
and Laura Duncan. In 1939 Meero-
pol introduced the song to black 
female singer Billie Holiday.

Holiday was then a regular per-
former at Café Society, one of the 
very few integrated nightclubs in 
New York, serving Black, as well as 
White, customers. Its management’s 
approach and line-up of artists (and 
their material) had a decidedly anti-
rich and progressive, anti-corporate, 
anti-plutocrat outlook.

This outlook reflected the grow-
ing Left upsurge of the time, the 
result of the Communist-led move-
ment against war and fascism, the 
Communist-led development of 

industrial unionism and Communist 
influence on the arts and culture 
generally.

The late US jazz writer, Leonard 
Feather, called Strange Fruit “the 
first significant protest in words and 
music, the first unmuted cry against 
racism”. 

Strange Fruit became a staple in 
Billie Holiday’s career. In fact, she 
made it her own to such an extent 
that in her autobiography Lady 
Sings the Blues she actually claims 
to have written the song!

She was however a coura-
geous as well as talented artist, 
who popularised the song, singing 
it regularly and frequently, despite 
ferocious attacks on her in the 
capitalist press (as well as by many 
record executives and promoters) 
for giving prominence to such a 
political song.

In the ’30s and ’40s, the Com-
munist Party was an influential part 
of US political life. Billie Holiday 
and artists like her performed at ral-
lies for Ben Davis, the Communist 
councillor from Harlem.

Holiday’s life exemplified the 
racist atmosphere that made lynch-
ing conceivable. Although her vocal 
style is considered to be one of the 
most vivid musical manifestations 
of personality ever achieved, she 
had to struggle to gain recognition.

With no technical training, she 
created beautiful and sophisticated 
musical effects, her diction being 
unique and her phrasing inimitable. 
Most memorable of all was an acute 
dramatic intensity that rendered the 
most banal lyric profound.

Nevertheless, she faced constant 
racist humiliation and degradation, 
including the questioning of wheth-
er she “understood” the Strange 
Fruit. To others it was clear that she 
understood it only too well.

Journalist and author Vernon 

Jarrett wrote: “She impressed me 
as someone who had also been 
wronged, as if she’d been lynched 
herself in some fashion or another. 
There was a sense of resignation, 
as if ‘these people are going to have 
power for a long time and I can’t do 
a damn thing about it except put it 
in a song’ ...

“To me, that was part of the 
whole lynch syndrome, the lynch-
ing of the body and the spirit put 
together. That’s the way her face 
looked when she sang that.”

Tony Bennett said, “When you 
listen to her, it’s almost like an 
audio tape of her autobiography. 

She didn’t sing anything unless she 
had lived it”.

Black American drummer Max 
Roach said that “when she recorded 
it [Strange Fruit], it was more than 
revolutionary; she made a statement 
that we all felt as Black folks”.

Abel Meeropol’s other best 
known composition is The House 
I Live In, about the multi-cultural 
mix of the USA, sung with irony 
and power by Paul Robeson and 
with patriotic fervour by Frank 
Sinatra. Abel and Anne Meeropol 
are also known for having adopted 
the orphaned children of Julius and 
Ethel Rosenberg in 1953. J

Beware the fascist 
tendency
Have people noticed how all 
access to democratic processes 
is being blocked? Indeed, the 
agencies, organisations and 
bodies that are meant to give 
ordinary citizens the means to 
gain some measure of redress 
when they have suffered viola-
tions of their rights are all being 
eliminated.

Included in this are the social 
goals underpinning processes to 
address the realities of the past, the 
most obvious of these being the 
treatment of Indigenous Australians.

This latter includes the gutting 
of Native Title, the destruction of 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Commission (ATSIC) now 
under way and the drive by the 
Howard Government to white wash 
history.

The current Federal Govern-
ment is highly class conscious and 
class motivated and has been adjust-
ing the state machine for the benefit 
of the ruling class. When looked at 
from this perspective we can see 
the warning signs of certain fascist 
leanings.

No institutions, including 
the legal system, are being left 
untouched. At the same time abomi-
nations are being perpetrated that 

will dog Australia and its people 
for a long time. Our participation 
in America’s “endless war” should 
not be seen as separate from these 
developments.

As can now be seen in Iraq, US 
plans for world domination are the 
opposite of the rhetoric surrounding 
it: in this doublespeak “democracy 
and freedom” mean “occupation 
and repression”.

Likewise the treatment of 
asylum seekers is part of the broader 
attack on our rights in general. 
Deprived of access to the basic ser-
vices such as health and education, 
the Government has also moved 
to block their access to the appeal 
courts.

And if ever there was sight that 
should ring alarm bells for people it 
is the incarceration of asylum seek-
ers in prison camps in the Australian 
desert, itself a profound violation of 
human rights.

The mandatory imprisonment of 
asylum seekers and the new powers 
handed to ASIO, the Federal Police 
and the military have implications 
for the wider community that will 
become evident in the not-too-dis-
tant future.

Look also at the blatantly open 
attack on the Human Rights and 
Equal Opportunity Commission 
(HREOC), another body that has 
been under the gun since Howard 
was elected in 1996.

In defending democratic 
rights, HREOC has challenged 
the validity of the Government’s 
immigration laws and also the 
Government’s attempt to bar 
single women from access to 
reproduction technology.

As with ATSIC, Medicare and 
other targets, the Government has 
now come into the open. To carry 
out its objectives it clearly has 
decided it is time now to move in 
for the kill.

Thus, there is currently legisla-
tion before parliament to – among 
other things – give the Federal 
Attorney General the power to 
veto HREOC’s participation and 
intervention in court cases where 
fundamental rights are at stake.

Perhaps a deeper understand-
ing of these developments can be 
found in a lower profile agency that 
is also under attack. The Australian 
Competition and Consumer Com-
mission (ACCC), like ATSIC and 
HREOC, has been carrying out its 
stipulated role i.e. monitoring cor-
porate mergers and takeovers and 
preventing them when it deemed 
they would hinder “competition”.

But by its very nature monop-
oly capitalism cannot tolerate 
competition and the ACCC was 
always going to be up against it if 
ever it decided to grow some teeth, 
which it did. That marked it for 
destruction because fundamental 
to the Government’s policies is the 
absolute, unfettered and ruthless 
pursuit of profits by corporations.

The ACCC made the mistake 
of interfering to vigorously in the 
affairs of corporate Australia, whose 
rule is now moving nearer to being 
absolute.

Jo Dunleavy
Wodonga, Vic

Protest letter from 
Mayor of Hiroshima 
to US President Bush
I have received a report that 
your administration has sub-
mitted to Congress a 2004 
Defense Authorization Bill that 
requests funds for the develop-
ment of small nuclear weapons 
with a yield of five kilotons or 
less, which development has been 
prohibited since 1993, and that 
would repeal the Furse-Spratt 
prohibition on the development 
of such weapons.

This clear indication that the 
United States intends to develop 
small nuclear weapons raises the 
horrifying spectre that nuclear 
weapons will actually be used.

As mayor of the A-bombed city 
Hiroshima I am outraged by the 
barbarism that has led you not only 
to attack Iraq, killing or injuring 
thousands of innocent Iraqi citizens, 
but also to develop new nuclear 
weapons.

You are trampling viciously on 
the hopes of the vast majority of 
people around the world who seek 
peace and, on behalf of the residents 
of Hiroshima, I vehemently protest.

Coming as it does on the eve 
of the UN NPT [Nuclear non-
Proliferation Treaty] Review 
Conference Preparatory  Commit-
tee, this announcement, together 
with statements regarding the neces-
sity of resuming underground testing 
and rapidly developing new tactical 
nuclear weapons, represents an 
extremely regrettable frontal attack on 
the process of nuclear disarmament.

I demand that you imme-
diately begin demonstrating a 
willingness to implement the 

“unequivocal undertaking” to elimi-
nate your nuclear arsenal promised 
at the previous NPT Review Con-
ference, take a clear decision to 
terminate all nuclear testing, and 
devote the full strength of your great 
country to achieving a genuinely 
peaceful 21st century free from 
nuclear weapons.

Tadatoshi Akiba
Mayor of Hiroshima

Iraqi CP grateful
for solidarity
We have been very happy to 
receive your warm messages 
and greetings on the occasion 
of the demise of the hated dic-
tatorship and our resumption 
of party mass activity through 
dozens of new party offices in 
all parts that had been under the 
yoke of savage regime.

Our national paper, Tareeq Al-
Shaab, was the first to be openly 
distributed in the centre of Baghdad, 
where comrades and friends cele-
brated the first May Day in decades 
with a joyous march and gathering 
attended by comrade Hamid M 
Mousa, the Secretary of our party’s 
Central Committee.

We are grateful for the soli-
darity with our people and Party 
recently expressed in various forms 
by fraternal and friendly parties, 
organisations and individuals, we 
look forward for more such solidar-
ity with our call to deliver urgent 
humanitarian relief as well as with 
our people’s aspiration for a nation-
al democratic rule, free from foreign 
occupation and domination.

International Department
CC of the

Iraqi Communist Party

LETTERS

Billie Holiday

Culture
& Life

Sydney

Auburn Peace Picnic
Sunday 25th May 11am – 4pm
Auburn Botanical Gardens

Corner of Chisholm and Chiswick Rds, Auburn
Bring a picnic lunch and join us

for an afternoon of fun and entertainment
Organised by Auburn Community Peace Group

Enquiries Ph: Edward 0414 761618 or Tony 9649 7768



10 THE GUARDIAN May 7 2003 THE GUARDIAN May 7 2003 11

It is fashionable among the 
cognoscenti to decry the art 
programs of the elderly English 
nun Sister Wendy Beckett. I think 
this is because she is not one of 
them and because she refuses to 
fill her TV programs with the 
pretentious claptrap that most 
bourgeois art critics cannot seem 
to resist.

Already in her sixties when she 
first appeared on television, Sister 
Wendy clearly knows her subject 
and has a remarkable ability to share 
her love of art without being patro-
nising or condescending.

An unlikely TV star, with her 
prominent teeth and incongruous 
wimple, she flits through galleries 
and museums like some enthusiastic 
giant black bat. But the incongruity 
is half the fun.

In her new six-part series, Sister 
Wendy’s American Collection 
(ABC 2:00pm Sundays), she takes 
us to explore some of the USA’s 
major museums, starting this week 
with the Museum Of Fine Arts 
– Boston.

Along the way she illuminates a 
diverse range of artistic works, from 
the paintings of Georgia O’Keeffe 
and Gaugin to Mimbres Indian pot-
tery, Early American furniture and 
colonial silver to a Japanese Zen 
garden and Chinese ceramics.

The British ruling class has 
had long experience at using 

the technique of “divide and rule”. 
They fan racial differences and pro-
voke religious violence. And if such 
things are not there to exacerbate, 
then they will create them.

In the early ’70s, the civil rights 
movement in Northern Ireland was 
at its height and receiving wide-
spread international popular support. 
The British Government – and big 
business interests in both Northern 
Ireland and the rest of Ireland – set 
about destroying that movement and 
its popular support.

They used a typically two-
pronged approach of surreptitiously 
staging provocations against the 
peaceful civil rights movement 
while clandestinely supporting and 
even arming “militants” longing to 
strike a blow against the English 
oppressors of Ireland.

Escalating violence caused a 
drop in support for the Republican 
cause in Northern Ireland, both 
abroad and in Britain itself, as it was 
intended to do.

A key part in escalating the 
violence was played by the British 
Army’s massacre of 13 unarmed 
civilians, and wounding of a further 
15, during an “illegal” civil rights 
march in Derry, Northern Ireland on 
30 January, 1972.

It has been called “Bloody 
Sunday” ever since, and the British 
Government’s cover-up of what 
took place has never been accepted. 
In March 2001 there was a re-
enactment of the march – in which 
more than 2000 local people took 
part – in Derry itself.

Sunday (ABC 8.30pm Sunday) 
is an impeccably researched drama-
documentary written by Jimmy 
McGovern that unfolds the story 
of Bloody Sunday from the point of 
view of Leo Young, whose younger 
brother, John, was shot dead on 
the day.

Starring Christopher Eccleston, 
Ciaran McMenamin, Oliver Ford 
Davies and Brid Brennan, the 
two-hour drama interweaves the 
story with the actual recreation of 
the march. 

Made with the full co-operation 
of the families affected by the trag-
edy, the film was filmed partly in 
Derry and partly in Manchester, 
where the production team recreated 
Londonderry of the 1970s.

T he Cutting Edge: Did 
Daddy Do It? (SBS Tues-

day 8.30) examines the 1984 US 
court case that began the whole 
sorry series of prosecutions of 
operators of kindergartens and child 
care centres for molestation of the 
children in their care.

The man in that case, Frank 
Fuster, received a sentence of 165 
years jail. As the program shows, 
there was probably no case to 
answer.

The evidence (videotaped inter-
views with children by psychologists 
who also interpreted the answers) 
was shonky, the police work dubi-

ous, the methods of the prosecution 
disgraceful. Nevertheless, the case 
established the methods by which 
prosecutors would pursue alleged 
molesters all over America.

The prosecutor in the case, Janet 
Reno, used it to propel her political 
career, which ultimately took her 
into the Clinton White House as 
Attorney General.

Fuster’s 17-year-old wife 
and co-accused, Ileana, was a 
key prosecution witness against 
him. Ileana later said she’d been 
“helped” to remember stories and 
then asked to visualise the abuse, 
and that in fact both she and Frank 
were innocent.

Other cases followed all over 
America, but soon the methods of 
the child psychologists were called 
into question. It became clear that 
ideas had been planted in the heads 
of the children, and more and more 
suspected “molesters” were declared 
innocent.

So far none of Frank Fuster’s 
appeals have been successful.

Just as there used to be a 
school of filmmaking in Aus-

tralia that always portrayed country 

people as variations of Dad and 
Dave, so there has been a school 
that thought the way to portray 
working class people was to make 
them Ockers – loud, boozy, violent 
Ockers, at that.

The 1975 movie Sunday Too 
Far Away (ABC 11.20pm Thurs-
day) falls into this category. Which 
is a pity, because its tale of shear-
ers during the 1956 shearers’ strike 
could have been a powerful and 
moving study of workers in a time 
of great stress.

Unfortunately, the filmmakers 
had other priorities.

What a difference a single 
letter can make! The title 

of Dwight Taylor’s stage musical, 
The Gay Divorce, was considered 
OK for Broadway and the West 
End, but in Hollywood, where 
people were paid to worry about 
these things, divorce was deemed 
“uncommercial”.

A gay divorce was probably 
thought of as immoral, too, so for 
the 1934 film version RKO added 
an “e” and made it the neutral but 
much safer The Gay Divorcee 
(ABC 10.25pm Saturday).

It was the first film to actually 
star Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers 
and is one of the best: Fred and 
Ginger “meeting cute” in London 
where Fred accidentally tears her 
skirt off, then falling in love while 
dancing to Cole Porter’s Night And 
Day, the only song that was retained 
from the stage version.

Ginger is anxious for divorce 
from her husband and her lawyer 
(Edward Everett Horton) has 
arranged a fake assignation for her 
with a professional co-respondent, 
a hilarious Erik Rhodes (“Your 
wife if safe with Donetti, he 
prefers spaggetti!”). Naturally, 
Ginger mistakes Fred for the phony 
“other man”.

The big musical number is The 
Continental, 17 minutes of song 
and dance, with Fred and Ginger 
and lots of other dancing couples. 
In all the best musicals, the dance 
numbers are more than decorative, 
they advance the plot: here, the hero 
and heroine confirm for each other 
through the number that they are 
in love.

Directed by Mark Sandrich, the 
film is a delight. J
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(across from the Chalmers St exit and Devonshire St tunnel at Central Station)

Dinner afterwards in the Royal Exhibition Hotel across the road
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Melanesia (PNG & West Papua, Bougainville, Solomons): 

Violence, development, human rights 
and Australia’s accountability?

Moses Havini, Bougainville regional representative, 
NFIP(Nuclear Free and Independent Pacific)

Tim O’Connor, Aid Watch recently returned from PNG
Denise Leith, Author of The Politics of Power - Freeport 

and Suharto’s Indonesia
May 23

MEDIA COVERAGE OF IRAQ WAR
Chris Nash, Director, Centre For Independent Journalism at UTS

Debbie Spillane, ABC News Radio
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To avoid queues you may wish to become a social member for $5.
Inq: Pat Toms 9358 4834 pbtoms@bigpond.com ; Jan O’Leary 9818 3737, 
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Leo Young (Ciaran McMenamin) carries his brother’s coffin in Sunday

Rob Gowland
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ABC & SBS public
television programs

Sun May 11 ~
~ Sat May 17
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Defend and extend Medicare

by Andrew Jackson &  Anna Pha
The pro-public health system 

Doctors’ Reform Society (DRS) has 
described the package as a plan to 
kill Medicare.

Even other more conservative 
sections of the medical profession 
have rejected the package outright.

A joint statement by four associ-
ations, including the Rural Doctors 
and the Australian Medical Associa-
tion, read:

“General practice in Australia is 
in crisis.

“The poorest and sickest in the 
community are seeing accessible 
and affordable health care slip fur-
ther out of their grasp.

“The Government’s Medicare 
Package does not adequately address 
the issues of access and affordabil-
ity. The Government’s Package will 
fail to support quality accessible 
patient care for Australians.”

They are angry. The Gov-
ernment can find $2.5 billion to 
subsidise private health funds, but 
only $250 million extra for limited 
bulk-billing.

What we will lose
Medicare is a national health 

insurance scheme, centrally funded 
by government through the taxation 
system.

The aim of centralised funding 
is to enable patients to receive fee-
free services on the basis of need, 
not ability to pay.

Under the government’s propos-
als doctors, for the first time ever, 
will be able to claim the Medicare 
rebate with the patient signing a 
form and charge the patient an addi-
tional fee, known as a co-payment.

At present there is a consider-
able pressure on the government 
from doctors to increase the rebate 
(direct payment by Medicare to doc-
tors) when bulk-billing because it 
has not been increased in line with 
rising costs for some years now.

Many doctors have reluctantly 
abandoned bulk-billing to remain 
in practice.

The co-payment would remove 
that pressure on the government 
from doctors to increase rebates.

In other words patients would 
fund the shortfall in the rebate out 
of their own pockets.

The co-payment would encour-
age doctors to abandon bulk-billing 
with no fee which is central to the 
whole concept of Medicare.

So while Howard promised 
before the elections to retain Medi-
care, it is being retained in name 
only.

He has waited
a long time for this

Howard was far more honest 
about his plans back in 1987, in a 
pre-election statement, although it 
did cost him an election.

At the time, he described bulk-
billing as an “absolute rort”.

“Bulk-billing will not be permit-
ted for anyone except the pensioner 

and the disadvantaged. Doctors will 
be free to charge whatever fees they 
choose.”

This is the policy that Howard 
is implementing now. He is as ideo-
logically opposed to Medicare with 
its egalitarian, humanitarian and 
collective approach as he ever was.

This package constitutes a big 
and important leap in destroying 
Medicare and taking the health 
system towards a completely dereg-
ulated private system.

The ALP
At last week’s Medicare forum 

Simon Crean stated unequivocally: 
“This is the priority issue for this 
nation, saving Medicare. It can be 
saved, it must be saved and under 
my leadership of the Labor Party … 
I will save it”.

However, Labor’s proposals 
– what we have of them – fall short 
of this aim.

In February, the Federal Labor 
Party announced what it called 
“major proposals” to save Medicare 
and promote bulk-billing.

While strong on rhetoric, the 
content of the statement contained 
little more than suggestions, pos-
sibilities to be examined, and the 
shuffling of minute amounts of 
funding.

Displaying further this lack 
of concrete commitment, Labor 
Health spokesperson Stephen Smith 
said in an interview on ABC radio: 
“I’d love to increase the rebate 
across the board, but because the 
Government’s kept the screws on 
it for six years, we can’t do that in 
one go, which is why I’ve been talk-
ing in terms of a targeted increase 
of the rebate in those areas where 
bulk-billing has been at its sharpest 
decline or at its lowest ever”.

Dr Costa, of the DRS responded 
in the same interview by saying: 
“Targeting to us means that Medi-
care will go, and there will just be 
a safety net for the pensioners and 
maybe for the poorer areas of Aus-
tralia. That’s not Medicare, when 
you talk about ‘targeting’.”

How Labor would fund the res-
toration of universal bulk-billing is 
also in question.

Labor’s State Health Ministers 
have issued a unanimous call for 
the $2.3 billion annual subsidy to 
private health insurance funds to be 
scrapped.

Simon Crean has studiously 
avoided being drawn on the $2.3 
billion question, but has hinted at 
scrapping the 30 per cent rebate 
on ancillary items, which would 
return $640 million to the public 
coffers.

Under this “ancillary cover” 
rort, public funds are not only being 
used to subsidise health services 
such as physiotherapists, dieticians 
and acupuncture, but also sports-
wear, gym memberships and golf 
clubs.

But such measures are only tin-
kering at the edges – they would not 
go far in defending Medicare.

The union movement
At the ACTU Medicare forum, 

President Sharan Burrow signalled 
strongly that the union movement 
would be at the forefront of the 
battle to defend Medicare.

“The Australian community will 
not let the Liberal Party’s vandals 
destroy Medicare and privatise the 
health system”, Ms Burrow said.

“We have a nation bullied into 
private health insurance – taxpayers 
dollars spent to prop up the pri-
vate insurance industry, neglect of 
Medicare and now a further step in 
the Americanisation of the health 
system.

“If the Prime Minister is suc-
cessful employers will not thank 
him either for the cost of health 
cover is bargained for by unions and 
can cost up to 20% of the wages bill 
as it does in the US. This is not a 
path we want to tread.”

And this is the path John 
Howard wants the unions to take.

A number of unions are already 
promoting private health insurance 
schemes (for private hospitals and 
ancillary benefits) to their members.

Heading further down this path 
with private insurance to cover 
co-payments for other medical ser-
vices amounts to acceptance of the 
government’s package.

 It would take the system down 
the US path where millions of 
people are denied health cover and 
insurance companies decide your 
fate.

In workplaces where unions 
were strong workers would be cov-
ered by a private health product for 
their members as part of an agree-
ment.

Every two or three years when 
an enterprise agreement was up 
for negotiation, employers would 
be able to threaten to remove or 
reduce the health care cover of its 
workforce.

It will become another bargain-
ing chip pitted against wages and 
conditions.

And what would happen to 
workers who lost their jobs or 
whose employer fell behind with its 
payments?

And what would happen to the 
millions of workers who fall outside 
the government’s safety net but fail 
to gain such protection?

The only way that Medicare can 
be defended in its entirety is through 
the struggle of a united trade union 

movement which must include the 
strongest and best-organised sec-
tions of that movement.

A fully funded
health system

To maintain our universal health 
care, we do not need a “Fairer 
Medicare” we need a fairer tax 
system.

When Medicare was established 
in 1984, the corporate tax rate was 
46 per cent. As successive govern-
ments have lowered this rate to 30 
per cent, tens of billions of dollars 
in tax revenue have been lost that 
could have been spent on public ser-
vices such as health and education.

Additionally, local and trans-
national corporations operating in 
Australia receive tax-breaks and 
subsidies from federal and state 
governments worth over $6 billion 
per year.

The highest marginal rate 
for personal income tax rate has 
dropped from 60 to 47.5 per cent 
over the same period.

Apart from reforming the tax 
system, there is the $2.5 billion gov-
ernment subsidy to private health 
funds, which should abolished.

Extend it!
With increased government 

funding Medicare would then be 
able to cover all essential health 
needs.

Dental care is an obvious 
example.

The present situation for dental 
care in this country is appalling.

Under our current private dental 
health system, the cost of attending 
a dentist for even the most basic 
and essential treatments can run into 
hundreds or thousands of dollars 
– putting it beyond the reach of low-
income workers.

State dental clinics, where avail-
able, are only open to pensioners, 
veterans and Health Care Card 
holders. In Sydney, the current wait 
time for a “check-up” at the Dental 
Hospital is seven years.

A National Dental Service, 
funded through Medicare, would 
also set a base cost for services, 
thereby preventing overcharging 
and profiteering.

The acceptance of co-payments 
and further privatisation of Medicare 
and health services, will involve a 

significant ideological shift from 
the community as a whole accepting 
responsibility for health care, to one 
of individual responsibility.

Australians want Medicare. The 
support is there to mount a massive 
campaign to defend and extend 
Medicare.

But much more is needed. 
neither Liberal nor Labor Parties 
is committed to Medicare in its 
entirety.

Both to varying degrees support 
the ongoing trend towards privatisa-
tion of health services.

People’s alternative
It is the Communist Party’s view 

that an effective change of policies 
and direction is needed.

To establish a truly universal 
health care system that meets the 
needs and fulfils the rights of all 
Australians would require the 
establishment of a new type of gov-
ernment such as has not been seen 
in Australia before.

Such a government, closely 
linked with the people’s mass 
movements and struggles, could 
implement many of the policy 
proposals which have been put 
forward by the left and progressive 
political parties, by trade unions, 
environmental, peace, women’s, 
youth, educational and community 
organisations and other left and pro-
gressive forces.

A People’s Government would 
overhaul Australia’s tax system, 
implementing measures that would 
redistribute the vast wealth of this 
country in a way that would give 
higher priority to the funding of 
public services.

When reforming the health care 
system a People’s Government 
would encourage organisations rep-
resenting doctors, nurses, and other 
health professionals and individu-
als to participate in the discussion 
of the program and its purposes and 
to submit proposals and amend-
ments.

To effectively reinstate universal 
health care as a right, a new govern-
ment would have to implement 
policies to substantially curb the 
power that big health care corpora-
tions, pharmaceutical companies and 
health insurance companies have 
over government policy making, 
price-fixing and profiteering in the 
health sector. J

In response to Howard’s “Fairer Medicare” package the ACTU 
held a forum on May 2, inviting representatives of parliamentary 
opposition parties, health sector unions, church, welfare and other 
community and professional groups. This broad cross-section of 
organisations rejected the package and vowed to fight a pitched 
battle.


