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 1 The Howard Government has ridden roughshod over 
Australia’s democratic processes and international law to 
commit Australia to a criminal war against the people of 
Iraq.

 2 In doing so it has treated the Australian people with utter 
contempt and arrogantly put the nation in the front line of 
the US agenda of “endless war”.

 3 It has betrayed Australia’s independence and sovereignty, 
allowing the US military to carry out war exercises on 
Australian soil. It continues to permit the operation of the 
US spy base at Pine Gap which plays an important part in 
the US’s war operations.

 4 Howard, Downer and Hill are liars. They defended the 
attack on Iraq with claims that it had weapons of mass 
destruction. None have been used and none have been 
found. Now they say Australia “wouldn’t be involved” in 
a US attack on Iran and Syria. More lies.

 5 They intend keeping Australian military forces “in 
harm’s way” as part of the armed enforcement of a 
US-appointed civil administration, headed by a retired 
US general who will act as colonial overlord while the 
US stitches together a puppet government.
Australian forces will be used to kill more Iraqis – those 
who resist the colonial regime being imposed by the US.

 6 The Government has demonstrated by its support for this 
illegal and immoral war that it has sold Australia out to 
US plans for world domination and has set Australia as 
deputy sheriff of the US.

 7 They have embedded Australia in this monstrous global 
drive for controlling all the world’s wealth and resources: 
an act of gangsterism on an unprecedented scale.

 8 The Government’s quisling subservience is at a human 
cost here with cuts to services across the board. While 
Australian forces help invade and occupy Iraq at the 
cost of billions of dollars, Medicare is being dismantled, 
public education undermined and those on welfare are 
being driven further into poverty. Paid maternity leave 
has been ditched. (See page 3 for attack on Medicare.)

 9 This is a Government of corporate welfare and jobs-for-
the-boys, hell bent on destroying unions and wiping out 
democratic rights. Its draconian terror laws give the state, 
its police and military, sweeping powers against individu-
als and organisations.
The Howard Government is moving towards setting up a 
fascist state.

10 It has poisoned relations with other states, particularly 
in the Asia-Pacific region, as countries have their worst 
suspicions confirmed about Australia’s role as a belliger-
ent storm trooper for the US. J
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The US military has already appointed 
its own dictator – Army General Jay 
Garner – just like the German Nazis 
appointed their own Gauleiters in 
occupied countries during WW2.

There is to be no role for the United 
Nations apart from carrying the burden 
and the cost of “humanitarian” aid 
following the relentless bombing of 
Iraqi cities and country-side, and 
the killing and injuring of tens of 
thousands of innocent Iraqi people.

Far from becoming a democratic 

and independent country, Iraq is 
to be a colony under the control of 
US corporations with a government 
appointed by the US military as was 
done in Afghanistan.

The Australian Government is already 
lining up as junior partner with the US 
in this criminal, cynical and immoral 
agenda. It is a violation of international 
law and the UN Charter.

These are more reasons to keep 
up the rage and throw the Howard 
Government out.

Who is to run Iraq?

Photo: Avante Media Australia
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PRESS FUND
US military leaders complain about Iraqi soldiers dressed in civilian 
clothes, i.e. the Iraqi people. Remember the US complaints of 30 years 
ago, about having to fight “little guys in black pyjamas” in Vietnam? 
How history repeats itself! And so do we, as once again we offer our sin-
cere thanks to this week’s contributors, whose generous support will 
help us to meet the day-to-day running costs of producing The Guardian, 
as follows:

Jirri Booth $500, S Bullock $40, D Mudie $10, W F $2.50, Lena Rouady 
$10, Fred Rouady $10, “Round Figure” $14.50, Stan $3.

This week’s total: $590. Progressive total: $3550

The coalition of the willing has 
invaded Iraq. The Bush Administra-
tion in the United States wanted this 
war with or without international 
agreement and at all stages it was 
encouraged, aided and abetted by 
the Howard Government.

The NSW Teachers Federation 
is unequivocally opposed to war on 
Iraq. The Teachers Federation con-
demns the Bush Administration for 
its pre-emptive action against Iraq.

It is clear that the United 
Sates bypassed the United Nations 
because it was unable to achieve 
a majority vote in the Security 
Council.

In so doing, the United States 
and its allies have flouted interna-
tional law and all United Nations’ 
conventions. The United Nations’ 
weapons inspectors were achieving 
disarmament of weapons of mass 
destruction by Iraq, which was not 
in breach of United Nations’ Resolu-
tion 1441.

The NSW Teachers Federation 
also condemns the Howard Gov-
ernment for committing Australian 
forces to the war. The decision did 
not have the support of the majority 
of Australians and clearly the Gov-
ernment was not prepared to listen 
to the views of Australians. It does 
not speak for us.

Teachers dealing 
with students

Members of the NSW Teachers 
Federation have responded to the 
needs of students for guidance and 
reassurance. Teachers are dealing 
with the concerns of students by 
involving them in discussions which 
link to the values all teachers try to 
develop in students:

• Respect for human life and the 
rule of law;

• The avoidance of conflict and 
the resolution of problems by peace-
ful means; and

• The recognition and acceptance 
of cultural and religious differences.

The Teachers Federation con-
gratulates its members for dealing 
with the issues in a professional 
way, respecting the views of stu-
dents and their right to develop their 
own opinions.

Australian youth have a legiti-
mate right to express a view. This 
is particularly so at a time when 
Iraqi students and children are 
experiencing severe deprivation, 
bombardment and death.

The NSW Teachers Federation 
calls on the media to report the 
views of young people in a fair and 
balanced manner, acknowledging 
the capacity of our young people to 
analyse and formulate views about 
issues affecting the world in which 
we live.

The Teachers Federation also 
congratulates the stand taken by 
the NSW Secondary Principals’ 
Council.

The NSW Teachers Federation:
1) supports members who 

explicitly teach about the war in 
Iraq, the consequences of war and 
peace studies, and supports the 

rights of members to develop and 
display peace resources in class-
rooms and schools;

2) congratulates its members for 
their support of and participation in 
activities organised by community 
groups throughout the state in oppo-
sition to the war;

3) supports members who 
protest in an appropriate manner 
which includes, after exercising 
their professional judgement, the 
holding of stopwork meetings at 
their worksites;

4) encourages its members to 
support students who have deter-
mined to take an anti-war stance 
and indicates its support for their 
participation in peaceful protests 
with, where appropriate, the support 
of their families/caregivers;

5) commends those individual 
Australians, political parties and 
organisations who have spoken out 
against the war;

6) will continue to participate 
in activities organised by the “Walk 
Against War Coalition”, which now 
represents over 70 organisations;

7) will continue to support anti-
war action including peaceful rallies 
and protest meetings throughout 
NSW and encourage the broadest 
possible community participation.

Leadership role
In this context the Teachers Fed-

eration will take a leadership role in 
the NSW Labor Council, Australian 
Education Union and the ACTU to 
achieve a coordinated and sustained 
union response to the War on Iraq, 
including, when appropriate, stop 
work action.

The Federation will also work 
through the union movement and 
international unions to achieve a 
co-ordinated international response 
to the war;

8) will continue to commit 
appropriate funding for the activities 
of the anti-war movement;

9) will collect data, where pos-
sible from schools, on the effects of 
the war on students in schools.

The Federation will publicise 
the results of this data collection;

10) will actively work to ensure 
no War Tax is imposed on the 
Australian community and that the 
defence budget be capped at 2003 
levels with any projected increase 
to be spent on public schools and 
hospitals;

11) is opposed to the militarisa-
tion of the Australian economy 
and will continue to advocate the 
economic benefits of peace and 
investment in public education, 
hospitals and other public sector 
projects;

12) calls on the Australian 
Federal Government to increase its 
overseas foreign aid to developing 
nations, by the equivalent cost of 
the amount spent by them in waging 
war in Iraq.

Only by fairly sharing the wealth 
of the Western World with develop-
ing and Third World nations can true 
peace in the world be achieved;

13) calls on the [Education] 
Department to provide additional 
counselling time to all schools in 
New South Wales to help students 
deal with the “trauma” generated by 
the war in Iraq;

14) during the present illegal 
war, opposes the entry into schools/
colleges of defence careers person-
nel who are attempting to recruit 
young Australians into the armed 
forces;

15) urges the people of Australia 
not to support or co-operate with 
the war effort in any way through 
the identification of industries and 
activities that do support the war, 
and taking action at both an indus-
trial and consumer level to block 
any production or consumption 
providing succour to the military 
invasion of Iraq; and

16) calls for the immediate 
return of all Australian armed 
forces.

17) because the well-being of 
the Iraqis people is of paramount 
importance to us, NSWTF will 
organise a collection of money in 
each school before the end of Term 
1 to go towards the United Nations 
call for aid as relief for the Iraqi 
people (UN Resolution of 28/3/03 
to resume aid shipments to Iraq in 
exchange for oil).

NSWTF will also, through 
the NSW Labor Council, encour-
age other unions/organisations to 
support this collection. J

The NSW Teachers’ Federation Council meeting on March 29 passed 
the following decision opposing the war on Iraq and committing the 
union to further actions and support for those opposing the war.

NSW Teachers’ Federation

Stop the war against
the people of Iraq

The future lies in a coalition 
opposed to war

As the invasion and occupation of Iraq proceed, the role of 
the United Nations Security Council is being hotly debated. 
Foreign Minister Alexander Downer was in Washington try-
ing to persuade the US to give the UN some role in post-war 
Iraq. (He was also attempting to secure some of the booty of 
war for Australian corporations.) This is the same UN that, 
in the lead-up to the war, Bush, Blair and Howard were de-
claring irrelevant unless the Security Council endorsed their 
demands for war on Iraq. The UN Security Council refused 
to bend, as did the overwhelming majority of other member 
countries of the UN.

The efforts of the British and Australian Governments to 
now involve the United Nations are nothing less than a cynical 
attempt to retrospectively give the war some sort of legitimacy. 
They are also designed to inveigle other countries to contrib-
ute “humanitarian” and “aid” money, thereby spreading the 
costs of the war to the shoulders of others. Those countries 
that carried out the war must be made to pay the cost of their 
destruction and should not be allowed to profit from Iraq’s 
reconstruction.

The US does not object to the UN playing a compliant role 
as long as it is the US that calls the shots and takes over the ad-
ministration of Iraq. Downer explicitly accepts this situation.

Some in the US administration openly write off any role 
for the UN. For example, Richard Perle, a member of the 
Pentagon’s Defense Policy Board, in an article in the Brit-
ish magazine The Spectator wrote: “Is the United Nations 
Security Council the institution most capable of ensuring 
order and saving us from anarchy? History would suggest 
not.” Perle argued that we should recognise that “coalitions 
of the willing” are, “by default, the best hope …, and the true 
alternative to the anarchy of the abject failure of the United 
Nations.” He boldly declared that the UN will go down along 
with Saddam Hussein.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan has already indicated 
his preparedness to have the UN play a compliant role, us-
ing the plea of concern for the humanitarian sufferings of the 
Iraqi people. At no stage did Kofi Annan unequivocally oppose 
the US aggression and demand that the UN Charter be upheld. 
He also has blood on his hands.

Other countries may attempt to salvage their political and 
economic interests in Iraq and beg the US to let them in on 
the despicable act of tearing the carcass of Iraq to pieces as 
vultures do to an animal killed by predators.

Russia and France have their own oil interests in Iraq. Will 
they attempt to salvage something from the devastation that 
their own weaknesses and failures have helped create? Is Chi-
na going to stay in the background? Or will all these countries 
take a collective stand against the US agenda?

The seeds for the current invasion of Iraq were sown when 
the US invaded Iraq in 1991 with the support of UN Security 
Council members. The excuse was Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait 
– an invasion that had been encouraged by the administration 
of Bush Snr.

The UN Security Council then demanded the disarmament 
of Iraq, the only country to have ever had such a demand 
placed on it. The objective of worldwide disarmament was 
dropped and the weapons of mass destruction (including 
nuclear) possessed by Israel, and Israeli aggression were 
ignored.

Last November the UN Security Council adopted resolu-
tion 1441 having been given assurances by the US Government 
that it would require a further resolution of the UN Security 
Council before any military attack would be launched. This 
resolution was said to be a “road to peace”. Those who ac-
cepted this assurance failed to understand the intentions of US 
imperialism and its long-term objectives.

There is an urgent need for those opposed to US world 
domination to form a coalition to stop the unfolding US 
rampage.

China, Russia, India, France, Germany and the countries 
of the Non-Aligned Movement all have national and collective 
interests in resisting the American Empire.

ADELAIDE
2pm Victoria Square or
St Peter’s Cathedral
march to Elder Park
Contact: 0408 288 699 or 8212 4822
www.nowar-sa.net
NOWAR & SA Council of Churches

BRISBANE
rally and march 1pm
King George Square
Contact: 3350 1889
Rally for Peace and
Nuclear Disarmament
& the Queensland Peace Network

PERTH
rally and march
2pm Supreme Court Gardens
following on from an Ecumenical 
Peace Service 12.00-1.30 pm

PALM SUNDAY SUNDAY 13TH APRIL
Stop the war • Bring our troops home

MELBOURNE
2pm Treasury Gardens
rally for peace,
human rights and justice
also 2pm Ecumenical service
at Federation Square
Contact: Victoria Peace Network 
9659 3582
www.vicpeace.org

SYDNEY
rally and walk for peace
1pm Belmore Park
march to Domain
Contact: 9267 8122; 0418 668 098
or 0409 762 081
www.nswpeace.org or
www.palmsunday.socialchange.net.au
Walk Against the War Coalition
& Palm Sunday Committee



2 THE GUARDIAN  April 9  2003 THE GUARDIAN  April 9  2003 3

AUSTRALIA

by Peter Mac
At the moment doctors who 

bulk-bill simply run your Medicare 
card through a machine and receive 
a payment for the consultation 
(Medicare rebate - $25) from the 
government. No bill for the patient, 
and simple administration for the 
doctor!

The government intends to 
introduce fundamental changes to 
Medicare, in particular the imposi-
tion of a patient “co-payment” 
charge for consultations. The doctor 
would still receive a rebate, but the 
patient would pay a fee as well.

Medicare was intended for all 
with universal access to fee-free 
bulk-billing. At present there are 
no restrictions on who can be bulk-
billed.

For some years now the Govern-
ment has not increased the rebate 
paid to doctors in line with rising 
costs. This has made it progressively 
more difficult for doctors to continue 
to bulk bill. Many have been forced 
to stop and charge patients a fee.

Patients pay the whole bill and 
claim a rebate from Medicare, or 
claim the rebate first, and then pay 
the Medicare cheque plus the bal-
ance of the fee to the doctor. Either 
way the process is cumbersome and 
expensive for the patient.

The government now wants 
to introduce a system that is less 
cumbersome for non bulk-billing 
doctors, but which will force the 
majority of patients to pay a separate 
“co-payment” fee.

The co-payment would apply 

to all but the poorest and most 
disadvantaged – the welfare net.

Unless you were a pensioner or 
card-holder you would be $20 or 
possibly more out of pocket for a 
simple consultation with your GP. 
For a family of four hit by the ’flu 
it would be $80. Blood tests, scans, 
medicines, etc would cost extra.

For those who are chronically 
ill, regular visits to the GP could add 
up to hundreds or even thousands of 
dollars.

Special tests such as pap smears 
or mammograms would cost $20.

The cost of these services, 
and even simple consultations, 
are just the “starting price” in the 
government’s brave new world of 
medical care. Fees would rise, the 
rebate remain frozen and patients 
pay more.

For specialist services there 
would be no restrictions other than 
“whatever the market will bear”.

People would put off a visit or 
test in the hope that symptoms just 
went away – at the risk of endanger-
ing their health.

“Free market”
In essence, the government 

wants to convert the current health 
system to a market for private, 
profit-driven medical services, and 
destroy the Medicare as a low-cost, 
universal service based on patients’ 
needs.

Everyone knows that in a 
“free market” for medical services 
patients faced with serious illness or 

death would pay almost anything for 
proper treatment. Their treatment 
would depend on ability to pay and 
borrow.

To support its attack on Medi-
care, the Government is attempting 
to pit those on lower-incomes 
against the better paid, by arguing 
that the system was always intended 
to be of greatest help to the poorest 
members of the community.

The government sees no con-
tradiction in taking this phoney and 
hypocritical position, while continu-
ing to provide lavish assistance to 

the private health funds, and to other 
very wealthy sections of the medical 
profession such as radiologists, all at 
huge expense to the public.

Medicare was intended to pro-
vide a high standard of health care 
regardless of one’s income, which 
as we all know can change radically 
from one week to the next.

Medicare was intended to be 
accessible to all, and to be paid for 
by all, on the basis of ability to pay.

Health costs in the US are astro-
nomical. Some 40 percent of US 
citizens have no health insurance, 

and hence no health cover, at all. 
If immigrant fruit pickers (who are 
among the poorest in the US) suffer 
an accident, they frequently have to 
set their own broken limbs because 
of the lack of access to health care 
services.

And this is the sort of health care 
system which would be established 
in Australia if the government takes 
away your Medicare card in the next 
budget.

It would be your credit card, not 
a Medicare card, being swiped in the 
machine at the doctor’s surgery. J

The Howard Government is intent on destroying Medicare and 
replacing it with a two tier health system: a “welfare net” system 
for the very poorest sections of the community and an overpriced 
US-style private health system for everyone else. The government 
signalled its intention to do so, with announcements that bulk billing 
was “never intended for all”.

Medicare card or credit card?

Can warm beer be far behind?

by Bob Briton
Since January 1 this year, 

the South Australian electricity 
market for household and other 
smaller consumers has gone from 
a “regulated monopoly” – operated 
by private retailer AGL – to an open 
market where other operators are 
free to buy and resell electricity to 
those end users.

The doors of the market have 
been swung open to competition and 
downward pressure on electricity 
prices. At least, that is what we were 
told would happen by the promoters 
of a private electricity utility at the 
time of the dismemberment of the 
old publicly owned ETSA.

Households and other smaller 
consumers are being charged an 
extra 32 per cent [!] for supply until 
the end of March and an average 
of 23.7 per cent extra over the full 
year.

The brave new world turns out 
to be not so brave after all.

While a number of corporations 
have expressed an interest in the SA 
household market, only TXU (Texas 
Utilities) has made any real moves.

Last month it began offering 
customers a deal, which could save 
consumers between $25 and $30 
off the average yearly bill of $1500. 

What a mouth-watering deal! In 
return, customers would agree to 
have their bill direct debited from 
their bank account. This is called a 
rebate for “loyalty”.

It seems that the new entrants 
into the market aren’t going to com-
pete very hard on price, at all, and 
that they’re not about to undo all the 
good work done by AGL to push 
them to their current astronomical 
levels.

NSW Government-owned 
retailer Energy Australia has sought 
a licence from the Essential Services 
Commissioner. The faint hope of 
some South Australians is that this 
corporation might bring the signifi-
cantly lower NSW electricity prices 
with it to the local market.

Gas retailer Origin Energy is 
about to start an aggressive cam-
paign to win people to their side. 
Charges 5 per cent below standard 
AGL ones will be on offer but, one 
suspects, the consumer will have 
to be crafty to find the appropriate 
deal. Origin is going to be offering 
plans based on “lifestyle” and “tai-
lored to individual needs”.

It would appear that the experi-
ence of paying for electricity is 
about to become as complex as 
choosing a mobile phone deal or 

one of the thousands of banking 
“products” available.

When the talking stops, the 
simple reality of all the pseudo 
negotiating is that the consumer 
pays more.

AGL itself has already made 
offers of deals to 10,000 of its 
favoured clients. It is also said to be 
keen to enter the market for house-
hold gas supply, as is TXU.

This market is currently monop-
olised by Origin Energy. Players in 
the electricity market might give a 
rebate of a few dollars a quarter in 
return for a household choosing to 
be charged for gas and electricity by 
the same retailer. 

Such savings will still be 
dwarfed by the huge increases 
that consumers have suffered 
during the first quarter of full retail 
competition.

Adding to theses woes came 
warnings last week from SA’s 
Energy Minister Pat Conlon. He 
said that new legislation now before 
the parliament that will allow for 
competitors to enter the gas market 
may not bring about reductions in 
the price for household gas.

In fact, competion from TXU 
and AGL will cause prices to go up 
as the cost of the necessary com-
puter systems is put onto the bills of 
the small consumers.

“We are going to do everything 
in our power to restrain price 
rises”, Mr Conlon said. Recent 
experience with the behaviour of 
electricity suppliers shows that 

the power of Mr Conlon’s Govern-
ment to ensure decent behaviour 
from these corporations is pretty 
limited.

In the meantime, conversations 
in Adelaide have turned to compar-
ing bills and tips on how to save 
on electricity. Many have taken to 
turning VCRs off at the power point 
to save the miniscule amounts of 
power that appliances like those use 
on standby.

People are dreading the colder 
months and the need to turn on those 
heaters.

Some of the more technically 
minded have installed switches to 
turn fridges and freezers off for a 
while overnight.

Adelaide may yet become 
known for its cold houses and warm 
beer!

Some other advice going 
around: don’t rush to complain. 
AGL’s Adelaide call centre handled 
101,037 complaints in February 
– less than half the total number of 
calls. Of the calls “handled”, 12,445 
customers ended by hanging up on 
their calls. Those who got through 
waited an average of seven minutes 
for a reply.

AGL has announced a couple of 
“silver linings” to relieve the general 
gloom. It is about to employ an extra 
40 staff to handle complaints and 
has promised to pay $52,000 to local 
charities as a “goodwill gesture” to 
the community. 

Essential Services Commis-
sioner Lew Owens has criticised 
AGL’s performance but says they 
have not done anything deserving of 
a penalty. J

Most Adelaide residents would have received their latest electricity 
bills just in time for April Fool’s Day, 2003. It turns out, however, 
that the grossly inflated accounts were not associated with the light-
hearted banter that typifies the day, but the first real contact that 
South Australians have had with “full retail competition” in the 
National Electricity Market.

Celebrate
Sheila Suttner’s 80th Birthday

Saturday 12th April 12, 3pm
339 Oxford St., Leederville, Perth

No presents by request,
but donations to the CPA (WA Branch) welcome

or the cause of your own choice
(write on envelope provided and it will be passed on)

Please bring a plate and/or a bottle of your favourite vintage
RSVP: 9337 1074 (Vic) 9447 6301 (Kevin)

Organised by Communist Party of Australia (WA Branch)
Secretary: Vic Williams

Come along, and join the celebration of
Sheila’s life of dedication to the plight of others
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LABOUR STRUGGLES

UTLC proposes alternative in SA

by Bob Briton
Most controversially, it contains 

a terse and persuasive critique of 
the Rann Government’s pet Public 
Private Partnerships. PPPs are a 
device that allows governments to 
keep infrastructure spending off the 
books and make the credit ratings 
agencies happy by giving projects to 
private investors to develop.

The government undertakes 
to buy or lease the results of this 
private enterprise at a future date. 
The Rann Government is examining 
a PPP “fix” to build a new women’s 
prison and to carry out a long over-
due upgrade on the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital.

The UTLC points to the flaws 
of the strategy. Firstly, private sector 
operators undermine wages and 
conditions. Services in the resulting 
facilities are compromised by the 
need to guarantee private profits. 
Services often involve new costs 
for the public – like tolls on public 
roads.

Margie Jaffie, the national 
officer of the UK’s largest union, 
Unison, is in Australia at the 
moment to participate in a forum 
organised by public sector unions. 
She told The Advertiser about the 
British experience with PPP’s: “In 
Britain there are already 256 PPP 
projects worth £27 billion [approx. 
A$75b] under way. But so far they 
have cost us £100 billion … there 
has been so much money wasted.”

Ms Jaffie points out that the pri-
vate sector has to borrow at higher 
rates than governments, adding to 
the cost of projects. Corners are 
often cut to make up for this disad-
vantage. Unison visited nine of the 
hospitals built the PPP way.

“In many hospitals the corridors 
are too small and trolleys can’t pass 
in the corridors, so floors have had 
to be limited to one way traffic.

“I understand that in one hospital 
they have made narrower trolleys, 
but I’m not sure if the patients have 
been made narrower to match …

“For the money the Government 
has spent, it could have rebuilt many 
more buildings.”

As the UTLC report points out, 
the only winners in the PPP game 
are the members of the “5% club”. 
They are the swarm of institutional 
investors, lawyers, accountants, 
merchant bankers and other pri-

vate sector service providers that 
descend on what could be a public 
sector infrastructure project and 
turn it into a private sector com-
mercial venture.

They undertake to give investors 
returns equal to the long-term bond 
rate plus five percent.

The document’s defence of the 
traditional public sector is to be 
welcomed but it noteworthy that 
it doesn’t see any significantly 
expanded role for public enterprise.

The alternative the UTLC puts 
forward involves a rethinking of the 
government’s attitude to debt.

The media has traumatised the 
community about public sector debt 
and effectively neutralised opposi-
tion to the sell off of assets like the 
electricity utility ETSA. Neo-liberal 
political forces still use the State 
Bank fiasco of over a decade ago to 
help along its campaign to eliminate 
public enterprise.

The truth is that public debt is 
low in SA by historical standards 
and very low by international stan-
dards. In 2000, it stood at 7.5 per 
cent of Gross State Product; it was 
27 per cent at the height of the State 
Bank crisis and 60 per cent in 1950. 
The current OECD average is about 
40 per cent.

“Good” debt
The UTLC proposes that the 

State take on some “good” debt to 
fund several projects of about $1 
billion to “improve industry com-
petitiveness and social amenity”.

It wants increased spending on 
education and “family friendly” 
measures like the provision of child-
care and maternity leave.

Furthermore, it wants to see 
a doubling venture capital invest-
ment by mobilising local sources 
of capital like the superannuation 
funds. Locally administered super 
funds already contain over half 
$33.4 billion worth of assets under 
management in the State.

The report set a target for the 
government to double the number 
of export-oriented “born global” 
businesses. It proposes the revival 
of the Centre for Manufacturing to 
promote the commercialisation of 
new products, and so on.

While the report is strong on 
preventing “social exclusion” 

and other ailments of SA’s poorly 
performing economy, it has at the 
same time a heavy emphasis on 
“competitiveness” for SA in the 
narrow capitalist sense.

It wants unions to be involved 
in increasing productivity, pointing 
to a role for them in improving the 
apparent low standards of manage-
ment in Australia.

To avoid the plight of Mexican 
workers we have to compete with 
them – not in terms of wages in the 
UTLC model, but by tailoring our 
education system and other social 
infrastructure to beat them to the 
jobs on offer from international 
capital.

“We” can achieve this by work-
ing smarter.

Recognising that the socialist 
transformation of SA’s economy is 
not on the immediate agenda, there 
are still some very unsettling aspects 
of the thinking behind the UTLC’s 
discussion paper.

Academic Catherine West once 
likened the practice and language 
of the Hawke/Keating Accord years 
to the Corporate State. At times 
the language used in the UTLC’s 
Partnership for Investment and 
Growth is a reminder of the Accord 
era of trade union co-operation with 
employers.

The term “partnership” refers 
to relations between labour and 
capital.

While quite rightly rejecting 
PPPs, the report calls for “New 
forms of partnerships between the 
public and private sectors”

It proposes a “new partnership 
based on equity, mutual respect, and 
empowerment of the community 
and workforce …”

This amongst other things, 
requires “respect for human rights 
and workers’ rights” and the 
encouragement of “good corporate 
citizenship”, says the UTLC report. 
There is nothing new in this type 
of thinking. It underpinned the 
Accord.

The reality, however, is that 
under capitalism employers and 
workers are not equal, bosses do not 
have respect for the workers they 
exploit, and are never going to hand 
over control to workers. Corpora-
tions are not citizens, let alone good 
ones.

In practice, as it did under the 
Accord, such thinking blurs class 
consciousness and weakens the 
working class and the trade union 
movement.
The UTLC document can be downloaded as a PDF file 
from the UTLC’s website at www.utlc.org.au
You may need to download Adobe’s Acrobat Reader 
free from the net to read it.
Get it at www.adobe.com/acrobat J

South Australia’s United Trades and Labor Council (UTLC) has 
set out an alternative vision for a rejuvenated state economy in 
its report entitled A New Partnership for Investment and Growth. 
Prepared as a contribution for the Economic Development Board’s 
upcoming economic summit, it delivers a number of thoroughly 
deserved swipes at the policy direction of past and present state 
governments and serves as a disturbing report card on decades 
of social neglect.

NSW fire fighters have won a six-year battle to secure ad-
equate protection should they be killed or injured in the line of 
duty. After an at times bitter dispute with the Carr Government, 
the Fire Brigade Employees Union has secured 24-hour Death 
and Disability Insurance for their members. The cover, to be 
enshrined in an award in the NSW Industrial Relations Com-
mission, will recognise the special dangers fire fighters face 
protecting the community. FBEU State President Daryl Snow 
says the deal overcomes the “market failure” that meant insur-
ance companies would not cover fire fighters because of the 
huge risks they face. The win vindicates the long campaign, 
which included months of work bans and dozens of stop work 
meetings. Mr Snow said, “Our members know this is a fight they 
won. The Carr Government gave them nothing.” “From a union 
perspective, the great thing has been the level of member par-
ticipation through whole process – we bashed it out of them”.

A new report released by the ABS reveals that nearly 2.2 
million workers in Australia do not have holiday or sick 
leave. The vast majority of these are casual workers. A re-
cord 27.3 per cent of the workforce, up from 25.8 per cent 
in 1997, are in this appalling position. Casual workers are 
also denied access to paid leave to look after their families 
and, being without any guarantee of continuing work, find 
it almost impossible to obtain a loan for a home or car. De-
spite preaching about balancing work and family, in seven 
years in office, John Howard and his Government have sup-
ported employers in their push to casualise employment.

Under pressure from the NSW Nurses Association (NSWNA) 
Mayne Health has agreed to provide nurses at its 18 NSW 
hospitals with a 15 percent pay rise by September this year. 
The new offer will now go to NSWNA members working for 
Mayne Health for their formal consideration through a secret 
ballot. This 15 percent offer from Mayne Health follows last 
December’s interim decision by the NSW Industrial Relations 
Commission (NSW IRC) to grant public sector nurses a six 
percent pay rise from January 2003. NSWNA General Secre-
tary, Brett Holmes, said he is pleased to announce that Mayne 
Health has finally come to its senses on this issue and met the 
NSWNA’s claim for wages parity with the public sector this year. 

Zoo workers will receive a pay bonus when forced to handle an-
imal faeces after a NSW Industrial Relations Commission deci-
sion finally ended a long-running dispute. The dispute arose in 
last August over an allowance payable to workers who handle 
animal faeces at Taronga Zoo. The Decision from Deputy Pres-
ident Sams forces the Zoo to pay workers the allowance when-
ever they handle animal or human waste. Australian Workers 
Union State Secretary Russ Collision said the decision is sig-
nificant in that it forms a precedent for all public sector workers 
who handle animal waste. “I congratulate the AWU members for 
standing firm during this long-running stink”, Mr Collision said.

LABOUR NOTES

Sydney
Palestine Human Rights Campaign

Remembering Jenin: Film Night
First Anniversary of the Jenin Massacres
It is one year (April 11) since the Israeli Occupation Forces 
invaded the Jenin refugee camp and conducted their now 

infamous military operation against the civilian population. In 
commemoration of those who were killed, and in support of 
the on-going Palestinian struggle for freedom, the PHRC will 

screen two films, After Jenin, and Jenin, Jenin.
6 for 6.30pm – 8.30pm, Friday 2nd May 

Tom Mann Theatre
136 Chalmers St, Surry Hills; near Central Station

Cost: $10 minimum donation
Jenin, Jenin is a documentary by Palestinian filmmaker/actor 
Muhammad Bakri, who says it is about “human suffering as 
such – about a wounded soul, a demolished home, a felled 

tree, a picked flower, a broken heart”.
After Jenin is a documentary filed immediately after the first 
major withdrawal of Israeli forces from Jenin and other West 

Bank towns, following the month-long military offensive in April.

Adelaide

Public Forum CD
To be broadcast FM101.5

on Sunday 13th April 11am

CD of the Public Forum held 
on Thursday 3rd April

Perspectives on
the Current

International Situation
- Is war the answer?

Order from
Global Education Centre 

ASAP
$12.00

phone 08 8221 6744 or
gecsa@senet.com.au
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by Vernon Abeysekera
The Ten did not refer to film 

stars who glitter from time to time 
in the Hollywood firmament, but 
to an unhappy group of writers and 
directors.

A few months after the end of 
World War II a disease spread across 
the USA – a pathological fear of 
Communism and its influence on 
people.

It started with attacks on Reds 
in trade unions but quickly spread to 
Hollywood. The studio chiefs were 
eager to destroy the left-wing unions 
in their industry and (with the excep-
tion of certain individualists like 
Harry Cohn at Columbia) gleefully 
co-operated with the witch-hunt.

The FBI and die-hard politicians 
of Senator Joseph McCarthy’s ilk 
believed that “the reds under the 
beds” in Hollywood could subtly or 
otherwise spread their beliefs across 
the country through the medium of 
their films.

There were indeed leftists in the 
film industry, but their impact on 
film content was very limited, as the 
big studios were totally controlled 
by conservatives like Mayer and 
Warner.

The instrument chosen to 
“investigate” the Reds in Hollywood 
was the House of Unamerican 
Activities Committee (HUAC).

Formerly known as the Dies 
Committee, it had been expected to 
disappear from the American scene 
with the retirement at the end of 
1944 of its Chairman Martin Dies.

But, in a surprise legislative 
move in January 1945, even as 
the Soviet army was fighting its 
way into Berlin, the notoriously 
anti-Soviet Committee was made 
permanent.

By 1947, in the post-war climate 

of “rolling back Communism”, 
HUAC had been given some 
extraordinary additional functions, 
far beyond those of investigation. 
They were prosecutors and to all 
practical purposes judges as well.

It is a moot point how far the 
investigators would have proceeded 
in their work without the aid of 
right-wing informers within the film 
industry itself – big film names like 
Gary Cooper and Ronald Reagan, 
who was already grooming himself 
for more sinister jobs in later years.

Refreshingly, One Of The Hol-
lywood Ten boldly criticises film 
studios such as Warner Brothers for 
their complicity in this dark period 
in American history.

The dice were heavily loaded 
against the unfortunate people who 
were hauled before HUAC.

If they refused to answer the 
questions put to them or to name 
anybody they believed to be a 
member of the Communist Party, 
they were liable to be jailed for 
contempt of the Congress.

Most of the witnesses took 
cover under the First Amendment, 
which guaranteed the privacy of an 
individual’s political beliefs.

The defences put forward by 
them, however, proved of little 
avail. In the upshot ten men were 
sent to jail – among them Edward 
Dmytryk, the director (who later 
recanted and “named names”), and 
Ring Lardner Jnr. and John Howard 
Lawson, the script-writers.

Another of the victims was the 
director Herbert Biberman – founder 
of the pre-war Hollywood Anti-Nazi 
League. A social reformer, a man 
of progressive ideas, Biberman had 
been a leading stage director for 
New York’s Theatre Guild before 
coming to Hollywood.

There he was restricted to 
making B-budget supporting fea-
tures like Meet Nero Wolfe and King 
of Chinatown, with the exception of 
the anti-fascist Master Race which 
he wrote and directed in 1942.

The FBI branded him a sub-
versive and hounded him till they 
brought him before the Committee.

He was jailed along with the 
other nine. The FBI continued to 
persecute them after their release.

He and other Leftists (or sus-
pected Leftists) were placed on a 
Black List.

Studio doors were shut in his 
face and all avenues of creative 
employment were refused him. 
The rest of his life was a search 
for inspiration wherever he could 
find it.

He found some of it when he 
and other black-listed filmmakers 
travelled to the southern state of 
New Mexico, where they made a 
film about striking Mexican-Ameri-
can miners, the now famous Salt of 
the Earth.

Biberman’s wife Gale Son-
dergaard, the actress, shared her 
husband’s convictions and suffered 
for them.

She had won an Oscar in 1936 
as Best Supporting Actress for her 
part in Anthony Adverse, but she 
was now blacklisted and could not 
get back to films again for about 20 
years. (Most film enthusiasts will 
remember her best for the cameo 
part she played in The Letter.)

Biberman and his wife in One 
of the Hollywood Ten are played by 
Jeff Goldblum and Greta Scacchi. 
Both of them put in solid, convinc-
ing performances.

A second wave of anti-Com-
munist hysteria swept across the 
country in the early ’50s.

Over 100 witnesses were sum-
moned before the Investigating 
Committee, but nobody was jailed. 
The Black List, however, was now 
considerably enlarged and several 
careers were ruined.

The McCarthy witch hunt 
threw up some alarming aspects of 
the psyche of the American ruling 
class – intolerance, arrogance and 
hypocrisy.

They have continued over the 
years and have become more than 
ever dangerous when they threaten 
the security of the world. J

AUSTRALIA

One of the Hollywood Ten

Companies have standardised methods for stealing workers’ 
entitlements. It’s theft on a grand scale, too. Packaging manufac-
turer Amcor is squealing like a stuck pig after the Federal Court 
ruled, in a case brought by the Construction, Forestry, Mining 
and Energy Union, that it would have to hand over $60 million 
in redundancy payments to 1000 employees it axed last year. 
Amcor sold four of its mills to Paper Australia, a wholly-owned 
Amcor subsidiary, then sacked the workers. But the Court found 
the company had breached its enterprise agreement, which 
contained no provision for waiving redundancy payments.

Cluster bombs are illegal under the Geneva Convention, but 
violating international law is par for the course for the Bush-
Blair-Howard troika. Cluster bombs contain smaller bomb 
parcels that spray shrapnel over a wide area. In addition, the 
yellow bomblets are the same colour as food parcels, and 
the ones that don’t explode are little packages of death wait-
ing to be picked up by unsuspecting civilians. Said Greens 
Senator Bob Brown: “Claims from Australian defence of-
ficials that Australia ‘does not assist’ in the use of cluster 
bombs are absurd. We are involved in this war at all levels.”

In WA, Magistrate Paul Heaney found last week that three 
officials of the Construction Division of the CFMEU should 
not have been arrested at a picket line in 2001. The finding is 
important in the ongoing fight for the right of the union to have 
access to building sites and came after the Cole anti-union 
kangaroo court targeted CFMEU officials, compiling what 
amounts to an industry blacklist. Magistrate Heaney found 
that the arresting police had not been trained in industrial 
relations and did not understand the “right of entry” concept. 
The police had taken their instructions from the site’s project 
manager. Despite the ruling, WA Premier Geoff Gallop took the 
side of the employers: “The CFMEU seem to think they are in 
a cocoon. We have made it clear we are not going to tolerate 
misbehaviour, malpractice and illegality in Western Australia.”

Also last week in WA, the Curtin Network for Justice Not 
Revenge held an anti-war forum at Curtin University to 
allow staff and students to discuss the war on Iraq and 
organise opposition to it. “I think that it is very important 
that staff and students unite in opposition to the war”, 
said student Marco Hewitt. “The militarisation of Austra-
lian politics has become a parasite on our social services, 
with funding to higher education being steadily slashed.”

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is Foreign Affairs Min-
ister Alexander Downer. In Washington to discuss the 
post-war carve up of Iraq, Downer summed up the utter 
subservience of the Howard Government, describing how 
he greets the murdering baboon George W Bush, by im-
mediately standing and saying “G’day, Mr President. It’s 
just a kind of human reaction. He is the most powerful 
man in the world so I think one pays due respect to that.”

Herbert Biberman

The messages ranged from 
the straightforward: This is Not 
Our War to the concise: Bush is a 
Weapon of Mass Destruction and to 
the lighthearted: Frodo has Failed; 
Bush has the Ring.

Anti-war protestors from 
Sydney joined people from the local 
area in the protest to call for an end 
to the invasion of Iraq and that the 
Australian troops come home now.

“Our demonstration is intended 
to draw attention to the crucial role 
of Pine Gap and Richmond in the 
war on Iraq”, protest organiser 
Denis Doherty said.

“We also believe that opposing 
the war is the best way to rally 
behind our troops”, he said. “We 

have taped to the fence copies of our 
statement which says:

“Our hearts go out to the mili-
tary personnel and families who are 
suffering enormous strain right now. 
Many of us have friends and loved 
ones in the armed forces, and it is 
because we care about them that 
we believe their lives should not be 
risked for a war that is not consistent 
with Australian interests and values.

“There is no better way to sup-
port men and women in uniform 
than by keeping them out of harm’s 
way. Using them as pawns in a game 
of global chess is not patriotic and it 
is not a sign of support.

“War requires an enormous 
sacrifice by military personnel and 

their families. How can we in good 
conscience demand that they make 
this sacrifice when we know this 
war is unjust, immoral and illegal…

“Sending human beings into 
battle is an enormous responsibility 
to bear. Supporting the troops means 
coming to terms with the reality of 
what they face, not romanticising it.

“With language like ‘surgical 
strikes’ and ‘collateral damage’, we 
ignore the reality of what soldiers 
are really being asked to do.

“‘Smart bombs’ have inciner-
ated even civilian bomb shelters. 
Many innocent civilians die in war, 
and even those soldiers who return 
uninjured are forced to carry those 
memories for the rest of their lives

“We will continue to insist that 
the Howard Government respect 
the commitment of servicemen 
and women by bringing them 
home now”. J

We support the troops
by opposing this war

With little advance information Foxtel’s Showtime Channel 
recently screened a feature film called One of the Hollywood Ten. 
An independent production written and directed by Karl Francis, 
One of the Hollywood Ten was released to theatres in New York at 
the beginning of 2002.

The fence around Richmond RAAF base was festooned last Sunday 
(April 6) with anti-war messages on paper and cloth banners and 
placards, demands woven into the wire mesh and flowers every-
where.

A disease spread across the USA
– a pathological fear of Communism

and its influence on people.
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by Robin Cook*

I just hope those who expected 
a quick victory are proved right. 
I have already had my fill of this 
bloody and unnecessary war. I 
want our troops home and I want 
them home before more of them are 
killed.

It is OK for Bush to say the war 
will go on for as long as it takes. He 
is sitting pretty in the comfort of 
Camp David protected by scores of 
security men to keep him safe.

It is easy to show you are 
resolute when you are not one of 
the poor guys stuck in a sandstorm 
peering around for snipers.

This week British forces have 
shown bravery under attack and 
determination in atrocious weather 
conditions. They are too disciplined 
to say it, but they must have asked 
each other how British forces ended 
up exposed by the mistakes of US 
politicians.

We were told the Iraqi army 
would be so joyful to be attacked 
that it would not fight. A close 
colleague of US Defence Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld predicted the 
march to Baghdad would be “a 
cakewalk”.

We were told Saddam’s troops 
would surrender. A few days 
before the war Vice-President Dick 
Cheney predicted that the Repub-
lican Guard would lay down their 
weapons.

We were told that the local 
population would welcome 
their invaders as liberators. Paul 
Wolfowitz, number two at the 
Pentagon, promised that our 

tanks would be greeted “with an
explosion of joy and relief”.

Personally I would like to 
volunteer Rumsfeld, Cheney and 
Wolfowitz to be “embedded” along-
side the journalists with the forward 
units.

That would give them a chance 
to hear what the troops fighting for 
every bridge over the Euphrates 
think about their promises.

The top US General, William 
Wallace, has let the cat out of the 
bag. “The enemy we are fighting 
is different from the one we’d 
war-gamed”.

War is not some kind of harm-
less arcade game. Nobody should 
start a war on the assumption that the 
enemy’s army will co- operate. But 
that is exactly what President Bush 
has done. And now his Marines have 
reached the outskirts of Baghdad he 
does not seem to know what to do 
next.

It was not meant to be like this. 
By the time we got to Baghdad 
Saddam was supposed to have 
crumpled. A few days before I 
resigned I was assured that Saddam 
would be overthrown by his 
associates to save their own skins. 
But they would only do it “at five 
minutes past midnight”.

It is now long past that time and 
Saddam is still there. To compensate 
yesterday we blew up a statue of 
Saddam in Basra. A statue! It is 
not the statue that terrifies local 
people but the man himself and they 
know Saddam is still in control of 
Baghdad.

Having marched us up this cul-
de-sac, Donald Rumsfeld has now 

come up with a new tactic. Instead 
of going into Baghdad we should 
sit down outside it until Saddam 
surrenders.

There is no more brutal form 
of warfare than a siege. People go 
hungry. The water and power to 
provide the sinews of a city snap. 
Children die.

You can catch a glimpse of 
what would happen in Baghdad 
under siege by looking at Basra. Its 
residents have endured several days 
of summer heat without water.

In desperation they have been 
drinking water from the river into 
which the sewage empties. Those 
conditions are ripe for cholera.

Last week President Bush 
promised that “Iraqis will see the 
great compassion of the US”. They 
certainly do not see it now.

They don’t see it in Baghdad. 
What they see are women and 
children killed when missiles fall on 
market places.

They don’t see it in Basra. What 
they see is the suffering of their 
families with no water, precious 
little food, and no power to cook.

There will be a long-term legacy 
of hatred for the West if the Iraqi 
people continue to suffer from the 
effects of the war we started.

Washington got it wrong over 
the ease with which the war could 
be won. Washington could be just 
as wrong about the difficulty of run-
ning Iraq when the fighting stops. 
Already there are real differences 
between Britain and America over 
how to run post-war Iraq.

The dispute over the manage-
ment of the port of Umm Qasr is 
a good example. British officers 
sensibly took the view that the best 
and the most popular solution would 
be to find local Iraqis who knew 
how to do it.

Instead the US have appointed 
an American company to take over 
the Iraqi asset. And guess what? Ste-
vedore Services of America who got 
the contract have a chairman known 
for his donations to the Republican 
Party.

The argument between Blair and 
Bush over whether the UN will be 
in charge of the reconstruction of 
Iraq is about more than international 
legitimacy. It is about whether the 
Iraqi people can have confidence 
that their country is being run for 
the benefit of themselves or for the 
benefit of the US.

Yesterday there was a sad and 
moving ceremony as the bodies of 
our brave soldiers were brought 
back to Britain.

The Ministry of Defence 
announced that they were to be 
buried in Britain out of consider-
ation for their families. We must do 
all we can to ease the grief of those 
who have lost a husband or a son, 
cut down in their prime.

Yet I can’t help asking myself if 
there was not a better way to show 
consideration for their families. A 
better way could have been not to 
start a war which was never neces-
sary and is turning out to be badly 
planned.

*Robin Cook, who was leader of the House of 
Commons, resigned from the Blair cabinet on 
March 17 in protest at the war on Iraq. J

MAGAZINE

Cook: Bring them home

Cook has joined the majority of people in opposing the war on Iraq

The IPPNW study concludes 
that even a very low-yield nuclear 
EPW exploded in or near an urban 
environment such as Baghdad 
will inevitably disperse radioac-
tive dirt and debris over several 
square kilometres and could result 
in fatal doses of radiation to tens 
of thousands of victims.

Dr Sue Wareham, President 
of the Medical Association for 
Prevention of War (MAPW) 
- IPPNW’s Australian affiliate 
- warns “If EPWs are used against 
underground bunkers containing 
biological or chemical weapons or 
weapons materials, there is a dis-
tinct possibility that these deadly 
agents will not be completely 
incinerated and will be dispersed 
on the ground and into the atmo-
sphere.”

“The nature of the damage to 
civilians from a low yield EPW 
would be fatal doses of radiation 

to anyone within a kilometre of the 
explosion and acute radiation sick-
ness for potentially thousands of 
people who would die slowly over 
several days to a week or more”, 
Dr Wareham concluded.

The United States currently 
deploys both conventional and 
nuclear EPWs, including about 
50 nuclear-tipped B61-11s, which 
can penetrate 2-3 metres and have 
reported yields between 0.3 kilo-
tons and 340 kilotons.

The 2003 US Department of 
Energy (DOE) budget specifically 
requests funding for a “Robust 
Nuclear Earth Penetrator” (RNEP) 
that would be more effective than 
the B61.

“Our findings unequivocally 
refute the contention by the 
Bush administration and the 
Pentagon that nuclear bunker 
busters could be used in Iraq 
or anywhere else with minimal 

so-called ‘collateral damage’”, 
Dr Sidel said.

MAPW Executive Officer Ms 
Giji Gya stated, “Even thought 
of use of nuclear weapons of any 
type or size flies in the face of the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) which requires the elimina-
tion of all nuclear weapons.

“Further US development of 
EPW’s would require underground 
nuclear testing. This breaks a 
world moratorium on testing. The 
aggressive US nuclear posture is 
causing global nuclear weapon 
proliferation.”

The use of low-yield nuclear 
weapons would also undermine 
global security. Were the US to 
use such weapons, it would be 
crossing the nuclear threshold for 
the first time since the US used 
nuclear weapons on the cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki more 
than 50 years ago.

This is not only morally 
repugnant, but it would start us 
down the slippery slope to the 
use of nuclear weapons of greater 
yield - something the entire world 
has been trying to prevent since 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Further note: Australia could 
be complicit in nuclear weapons 
use if the US uses a nuclear EPW 
and Pine Gap is used as part of the 
targeting system. J

International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War 
(IPPNW) have released an important new study on the 
medical consequences of the use of nuclear earth-pene-
trating weapons (EPWs), also known as “bunker busters”. 
The study was produced by a US team of experts on the 
medical consequences of the use of nuclear weapons 
led by Victor W Sidel, MD, of the Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine in New York. Princeton University physicist 
Robert W Nelson, an expert on the physical effects of low-
yield, precision nuclear weapons, was also a co-author.

Physicians warn against use of “bunker busters”

This was meant to be a quick, easy war. Shortly before I 
resigned a Cabinet colleague told me not to worry about 
the political fall-out. The war would be finished long 
before polling day for the May local elections.

MAPW members at Melbourne No War rally February 2003
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Sandy Morton describes his 
character Golly in the BBC1’s 
Monarch of the Glen “as a man of 
principle”.

“He’s not a forelock tugger. 
He’s a truly thinking person, left-
of-centre and very much his own 
man.”

Sandy could have been describ-
ing himself. Except, he’s more than 
a little left-of-centre and proud of it.

Recently, I met the 57-year-old 
actor for a chat in the west London 
home that he shares with his partner 
and her family.

Sitting beneath a large poster 
of Che Guevara and in front of an 
open fire, Sandy touched on life, 
language, theatre and fears about 
the war.

Described in BBC publicity 
as “ruggedly handsome”, Sandy is 
certainly steely, with eyes that can 
command an audience.

Minus his trademark wax jacket 
and wearing T-shirt and jeans, 
Sandy speaks slowly in a distinct 
gravelly dialect.

Naturally, his role as the ghillie 
of Glenbogle is pertinent, since it’s 
a far cry from his working class ori-
gins in the mean streets of Glasgow.

He says that “the life of a loner 
working the glen is a lot different 
from an actor playing the part. But, 
it is all done as authentically as 
possible.

“Living and working on site 
creates great production values. It is 
professional and without cynicism. 
And Scotland is so beautiful, so 
dramatic”.

He laughs, “Luckily. I love 
the rain, it adds to the drama. One 
second it is clear and panoramic, 
next the clouds open and everything 
is enveloped in mist.”

Born of working-class stock, 
Sandy toiled in all the usual jobs, 
including a toy factory, before 

deciding his future was on the stage.
Not just any old stage, mind 

you. Like many brought up in the 
1960s, he wanted to use his talents 
to campaign for a better world.

Thus, after graduating from the 
Central School of Drama in London 
in the ’70s, Sandy helped set up 
Borderline to produce the Billy 
Connelly plays.

“It was a fantastic experience 
taking theatre to working-class com-
munities as diverse as the Ayeshire 
mining villages and the communi-
ties of the Western Isles.

“I learnt much. The plays were 
performed in local halls. One night 
it might be the bingo, the next night 
it would be our play.

“I’ll never forget a woman 
coming up and saying, ‘I wish we 
could have this every week, it’s 
better than bingo’.

“They said: ‘We didn’t expect 
you to sound like us, we expected 
you to sound like actors’. It was a 
salutary lesson, one which I never 
forgot.

“If theatre is to have any rel-
evance, it has to speak the language 
of the people. It is the same doing 
Macbeth. After all, he was a Scot.

“You’d think, listening to the 
Royal Shakespeare Company, that 
Elizabethan characters actually 
spoke in BBC English.

“Elizabethan theatre was not 
the posh place we think of today. 
It would have been closer to music 
hall with circus acts and gambling 
going on.

“When I first attended college, 
the tutor asked me if I wanted to 
lose my accent. I replied No. She 
beamed and said ‘good – we can 
teach you to speak, but an accent is 
a living language, changing accord-
ing to use’.”

Sandy thinks that much theatre 
maintains the process of mystifica-
tion to distance it from ordinary 
people. He says that “we have to 
help demystify it”.

“The bottom line is, it has to be 
entertaining. Why else would people 
want to watch a play in a draughty 
hall?”

His experience with 7.84’s Slab 
Boys was the same. “I did it at the 
first May festival in Glasgow and 
then we took it to the Royal Court 
in London.”

The memories of those times 
continue to excite. Sandy had joined 
the Communist Party in 1973 in 
response to the disturbing events of 
September 11.

“I was extremely upset by the 
CIA-inspired coup in Chile, the 

murder of Allende and the subse-
quent fascist dictatorship of General 
Pinochet.

“I had admired communist tradi-
tion in Scotland for a long time, so 
I decided that it was about time I 
joined.”

He laughed as he remembered 
his mother’s shocked response.

“She was not impressed. She 
was a Protestant and thought it 
was worse than if I’d told her I’d 
converted to Catholicism.”

But Sandy was impressed, 
particularly by the constructive role 
played the communists during the 
Upper Clyde Shipyard work-in.

“It was an incredible time. Who 
could not fail to be impressed. They 

weren’t just striking. They were 
taking over the responsibility for the 
yards.

“Workers were running things. 
It wasn’t just the oratory of Jimmy 
Reid that inspired, but the workers’ 
all-round leadership.”

Naturally, being an actor I asked 
whether he had thought of joining up 
with the likes of Vanessa Redgrave.

He laughed out loud. “Join the 
Trotskyists, are you kidding? They 
haven’t’ got a clue, always invoking 
general strikes or suggesting that 
workers take up arms.

“Fancy advising workers to take 
up arms. What arms? Where from? 
What planet are they from? They’re 
like political Moonies.

“Trotskyism was designed 
to distract workers from the real 
struggle. I mean, where do they get 
their money from?

“They’ve always been small, yet 
manage to bring out a paper with 
as many pages as the Daily Mirror. 
Their explanations were never 
satisfactory.

“What is more, they have no 
sense of humour, they can’t laugh at 
themselves. Everyone has to have an 
ability to laugh at themselves.”

Nothing has changed his mind 
since.

He’s not too sure of Ken 
Loach’s overly didactic approach to 
film-making either.

“Loach has no respect for actors. 
The idea that the actor shouldn’t 
know the script is ridiculous, it 
reduces them to being mere puppets 
of the director.

“Of course Loach has made 
some good things. The last one I 
enjoyed was Riff-Raff. Apart from 
being very funny it was not toeing 
some sectarian line.”

It was Sandy’s respect for his 
profession that prompted him to join 
with Robert Carlisle and others to 
form the Raindog theatre group in 
the ‘90s.

“We were all bitching about 
bad directors, so decided to do it 
ourselves, with the director coming 
from within the ranks of the actors.

“Thus, it was much more a col-
lective effort, the director not being 
an overlord or ego appointed from 
outside.”

They took Ken Kesey’s One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest up the 
west coast. Naturally, Scottish was 
the preferred language.

“We also changed other things 
– basketball became football and the 
Native American was changed into a 
Gaelic speaker.”

“There was no money made, 
but we did have the satisfaction 
of reaching the people through the 
language of the community.

“It was liberating, there was a 
spark and it kept the whole company 
on their toes. I learnt one simple 
lesson – people are people are 
people.”

Turning to his acting influences, 
Sandy mentions Spencer Tracy and 
Marlon Brando.

“Tracy was effortless. And 
Brando, in his early years, was 
powerful in a way that Robert de 
Niro and the like could never hope 
to be.

“They see themselves as stars 
rather than jobbing actors. Creat-
ing an ego was not the intention of 
Stanislavsky’s Method.

“He contrived the system to 
educate mostly middle-class actors 
to experience the lives of their 
working-class characters.

“Lee Strasburg claimed Brando 
as his creation. Brando made it 
clear, in his autobiography that he 

considered Stella Adler was his 
mentor.”

Significantly, it was the height 
of the Cold War. Adler was branded 
a communist fellow traveller and 
social theatre was considered an un-
American activity.

Ironically, not much has 
changed.

During the current crisis a whole 
new generation of actors are feeling 
the ill-wind of right-wing with-hunt.

“What’s happening in the US is 
frightening, particularly since Blair 
has dragged Britain in as the sup-
porting act.”

However, it is not all dispiriting. 
Sandy joined the two million people 
who marched for peace in London 
on February 15.

“It was incredible, inspirational, 
so many people from so many dif-
ferent walks of life uniting together 

in a single purpose – to stop the 
war.”

Due to bad experiences of 
sectarianism in the early ‘80s, Sandy 
does not now belong to any political 
party.

“In Scotland, the party seemed 
split between what they called 
Tankies and Euros. Everything 
became bitter and ultimately 
destructive.

“I became disillusioned. It 
was not what I expected… so I 
decided to concentrate my energies 
to developing political ideas in the 
theatre.”

However, times change and the 
struggle for a better world continues, 
especially with the new imperialist 
drive to war.

Sandy considers the situation to 
be “very dangerous. We all have to 
do our bit to raise people’s aware-
ness of the situation.”

Naturally, as a life-long reader 
of the Morning Star, he considers 
it has an essential and unique role 
in raising the necessary political 
consciousness.

Sandy Morton’s socialist 
policies have never wavered. He 
remains deeply committed to the 
class struggle – a true man of 
principle. J

MAGAZINE

Jeff Sawtell (Morning Star) speaks to actor Sandy Morton 
about the impact of social theatre, the new wave of US 
McCarthyism and Bush’s  war drive.

“Times change,
the struggle continues”

Sandy Morton plays the character Golly in Monarch of the Glen

“What’s happening in the US
is frightening, particularly since 

Blair has dragged Britain in
as the supporting act.”

“I decided to concentrate my 
energies to developing political 

ideas in the theatre.”
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by Tim Wheeler
The three-day protest was 

called “Operation Dire Distress” 
and evoked memories of “Dewey 
Canyon II”, the encampment in 
Washington of Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War 30 years ago.

Some leaned on canes, limping 
from wounds sustained in World 
War II, Korea, Vietnam, and the first 
Gulf War.

A squadron of mounted police 
blocked the vets from walking near 
the Vietnam Memorial, but a delega-
tion took a wreath to lay in memory 
of the 59,000 US soldiers who died 
there.

The vets then marched behind 
a bagpiper past the World War II 
memorial under construction and on 
to the Korean War memorial to lay a 
second wreath.

As they marched within shouting 
distance of the White House, David 
Cline, President of Veterans for 
Peace led a defiant chant: “Hey, hey, 
Uncle Sam, we remember Vietnam. 
Bush and Cheney talk war-talk, but 

we know they’re chicken hawks. 
Bring our troops back to our soil. 
We say NO blood for oil.”

A delegation was sent to the 
White House gates to deliver a 
petition to Bush signed by 2662 
veterans condemning his attack on 
Iraq as “illegal, unnecessary, and 
counterproductive”, and warning 
that the war is a “dire threat to our 
vital international interests and 

basic national security.” White 
House police refused to accept the 
petition.

Jaime Vazquez wore his olive 
drab Marine tunic with nearly a 
dozen combat medals pinned to 
it, including the Purple Heart and 
the Vietnam Cross of Gallantry. 
Vazquez, now Jersey City’s Deputy 
Mayor for International Affairs, 
served in Vietnam with the First 
Marine Division from 1967-68.

“I was hit with 70 pieces of 
shrapnel”, Vazquez told the People’s 
Weekly World as he marched. “I still 
have eight or nine pieces of metal 
buried inside me.

“I learned one lesson: to 
struggle for peace and understand-
ing”, Vazquez continued. “I think 
we rushed into this war on Iraq. We 
have lost all the goodwill around 
the world that we got from the Sep-
tember 11 terrorist attack. Anybody 
who doesn’t believe this is a war 
for oil and global power is deluding 
himself.”

Vasquez blasted Bush for pro-
posing a $25 billion cut in veterans 
benefits. “They send us to war when 
they need us and when we come 
home we have to fight our own 
government”, he said.

“It took them 15 years to 
recognise that Agent Orange 
was causing health problems for 
Vietnam veterans. Just this week, 
300,000 veterans lost their medical 
benefits because of cuts instituted 
by President Bush.”

Operation Desert Storm, he 
pointed out, was sold as a splendid 
victory with only 293 GIs killed. 
But since then, 10,400 Gulf War 
vets have died prematurely from 
Gulf War Syndrome and exposure to 
depleted uranium.

“The toll is so heavy that in 
Jersey City, a new monument will be 
dedicated this Memorial Day called 
the ‘Hidden Casualties Memorial’”, 
he said.

Frank Ackles Jr carried one end 
of the Veterans for Peace banner. He 
served with the Marines in Vietnam 
from 1968-70. “My best friend, 
Lance Corporal Steven Warren 
Boegli died there”, Ackles said.

“I went to the Vietnam Memo-
rial today and found his name on the 

wall. He was just an innocent soul 
who ran into a landmine and was 
killed.” Ackles works as a counsel-
lor for the homeless in St Louis. “On 
any given night, there are 250,000 
homeless veterans sleeping on the 
streets of America”, he said. “Most 
of them are Vietnam vets.”

Daniel Ellsberg, famed for 
releasing the Pentagon Papers 
exposing the lies used to drag the 
US into the Vietnam war, walked 
with the veterans. He told the 
People’s Weekly World that, once 
again, “they are lying to us about 
the reasons for this war. Their real 
reason for invading Iraq is oil.”

Cherie Rankin was dressed 
in the Red Cross uniform she 
wore as a nurse in Vietnam. “We 

decimated the population of a very 
beautiful country”, she said. “I feel 
very intense grief for our soldiers, 
their families and for all the Iraqi 
people.”

Gene Glazer of New Jersey, a 
medic in Europe during World War 
II, said, “We were fighting fascism 
then. We are here today to stop the 
Bush agenda of world domination.

“We’re already being primed 
for the next war: Iran, North Korea, 
wherever Bush wants to go. This is 
not the American way. My America 
is a defender of democracy. Today 
we are the aggressor. I wear a 
black armband in mourning for my 
country.”
People’s Weekly World,
paper of Communist Party USA J

INTERNATIONAL

Veterans tell Bush
Bring troops home
Behind a banner that read, “Bring The Troops Home Now”, and 
carrying upside down American flags as a signal of distress, war 
veterans and families of active duty soldiers marched on the White 
House on March 23 to protest against George W Bush’s pre-emp-
tive war on Iraq.

Worldwide reporting of this 
inhumane and illegal war which 
has been named “Shock and Awe” 
by US leaders and described as 
“unparalleled in history” by general 
Tommy Franks, the US operation 

chief, has caused anger and revul-
sion among supporters of peace and 
human rights.

By bombing residential areas, 
hospitals and deploying terrifying 
weaponry of which large numbers 
of civilians, among them children, 
are the victims, US military forces 
have indicated they are willing to 
topple Saddam’s ruling dictatorship 
at any price.

During these crucial times, by 
actively participating in the anti-war 
movement we extend our fraternal 
solidarity with the people of Iraq 
and its progressive forces including 
the Communist Party of Iraq.

Based on explicit statements 
made by Tony Blair, the British 
Prime Minister, the objective of 
the coalition of the warmongering 
countries is that the outcome of 
the “Shock and Awe” approach 
– the speed and the extent of its 
destruction – should make all forces 
opposing imperialism realise that 
the same fate is awaiting them.

War against Iraq is a precursor 
to the “new order” that imperialism 
is planning to impose on the world.

By broadcasting sanitised and 
controlled television images from 
the war front, and effectively turn-
ing this tragedy into a lengthy war 
movie, imperialism attempts to neu-
turalise people’s anti-war sentiments 
– and to persuade world opinion that 
any opposition to its mighty military 
machine is futile.

Working people and progressive 
forces of all countries have organ-
ised an unprecedented and massive 
movement against war and for a just 
peace.

The first phase of the war that is 
being waged along our homeland’s 
western borders, including landing 
a number of rockets inside Iran, has 
raised concern among progressive 
forces in our country.

According to several world 
news agencies, in recent days there 
have been efforts by high-ranking 
officials from Iran and Turkey (a 
NATO member) for co-ordinating 
their policies toward the war and 
especially with regard to the situa-
tion in Kurdistan.

Also a secret mission by a 
senior American official to Tehran, 
and his extensive discussion with 
senior officials from the Govern-
ment and the National Security 
Council, reflect the nature of the 
adventurous and dangerous posi-
tion which is taken against our 
national interests by the leaders of 
the theocratic regime in Iran.

We condemn the direct and 
indirect actions of the leaders of 
Iran’s regime in co-ordination with 
the American and British military 
invasion of Iraq, and Turkey’s 
adventurous campaign in Iraqi 
Kurdistan.

We warn the people of our 
country against the consequences 
of the regime’s policies, which are 
opposed to our national interests and 
must be exposed.

The disastrous consequences 
of the war against Iraq and all its 
aspects seriously threaten not only 
the existence and the sovereignty of 
our neighbouring country but also 
the political stability and security 
of the Middle East and the Persian 
Gulf.

The US’s decision to start 
this war without the agreement 
of the United Nations and against 
worldwide public opinion has 
confronted the existing framework 
of international relations and the 
UN with an unprecedented crisis of 
legitimacy. Any collaboration with 
these policies would run contrary to 
our national interests.

The decision of the governments 
of the United States and Britain in 
starting a war, which clearly violates 
the UN’s Charter and international 
law, and in light of unprecedented 
worldwide anti-war protests – once 
again demonstrates the warmonger-
ing essence of imperialism and 

its dissonance with the will of the 
people.

Iran’s progressive and demo-
cratic forces cannot under any 
circumstances agree with a mili-
tary invasion and imposition of 
“regime change” by the imperialist 
forces, whether in Iraq or in any 
other country, including Iran.

The Tudeh Party of Iran, along 
with all the supporters of peace in 
our country, calls upon the people 
and the working masses of Iran 
to raise the banner of peace in 
order to inhibit the ability of the 
warmongers within and outside our 
country.

The Tudeh Party of Iran believes 
that the working masses of the world 
can stop this dangerous adventur-
ism. With our deep conviction in the 
instinctive peace loving nature of 
the working class movement and in 
the necessity of the working masses 
to unite, we propose that the com-
munist parties and the international 
trade union movement take specific 
steps in co-ordinating a worldwide 
campaign against the war.

The Tudeh Party of Iran is 
asking its members, supporters and 
friends, wherever they are, to fully 
support the anti-war movement. 
The struggle for peace is inseparable 
from the struggle for democracy and 
socialism.
The Central Committee of the Tudeh Party of Iran, 
March 22, 2003 J

Statement of the CC of the Tudeh Party of Iran
End the disastrous war
With the launching of rocket attacks by US military forces in the 
early morning of Thursday March 20, the war against Iraq aimed 
at a “regime change” entered its final stage. Continuing air strikes 
and bombardment of Baghdad and other main cities of Iraq is a 
disaster the result of which not only affects the innocent people of 
Iraq but also seriously endangers the future of the countries within 
the whole region.

Brisbane

Tropical Dance
Night Fiesta

Sat 12th April
Ukranian Hall
70 Cordelia St

South Brisbane
Performing:

Salvadorean Folkloric Dance Group, 
Gabriela Villatoro,

Night Moves,
D J Lennie

$12 @ door
$10 Prepaid

$8 Mem
Tickets: Ricardo 3899 2076

DJLennie 0410 65 45 90 
djlennie@yahoo.com

www.djinterlude.freehomepage.com

All proceeds go to El Salvador & 
Guatemala projects

“On any given night, there are 250,000 
homeless veterans sleeping on the 

streets of America”, he said. “Most of 
them are Vietnam vets.”
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by Leslie Feinberg

The Bolivarian Circles are 
neighbourhood groups that defend 
and implement the goals of social 
and economic transformation Presi-
dent Hugo Chávez has been trying 
to set in motion since he was elected 
by a popular mandate in 1998.

Latinos from the Dominican 
Republic, Venezuela, Puerto Rico 
and Colombia crowded into the 
standing-room-only event.

The Venezuela Solidarity 
Committee of New York called the 
meeting to help dispel propaganda 
against Venezuela, build support in 
New York for the struggle there, and 
demand that the US not violate that 
country’s sovereignty.

As revolutionary efforts in 
Venezuela have deepened, Wash-
ington has backed the Venezuelan 
elite in efforts to destabilise the 
country and oust President Chávez 
through reactionary coups. A two-
month-long attempt to sabotage 
the country’s economy collapsed in 
early February.

The meeting was electric. The 
audience sang along to revolution-
ary songs and cheered political 
poetry. They greeted militant state-
ments with standing ovations and 
chanted, “[Hugo] Chávez isn’t 
leaving; Chávez isn’t going. We’re 
with Venezuela!”

Speaking in Spanish, Rodrigo 
Cháves said forcefully that his 
government does not support 
US military aggression against 
Iraq, which he characterised as 
military and economic imperialist 
domination.

He described how his govern-
ment has organised a committee 
that, in conjunction with the Iraqi, 
Palestinian and Libyan embassies, 
travels across his country educating 
the population about what is really 
going on in the Middle East.

With the Bolivarian Revolu-
tion Venezuela has stood up and 
demanded respect; has gotten off 
its knees.

Venezuela is a rich country, yet 
the reality is poverty, he explained. 
This results from the fact that 80 
percent of everything is owned by 
.001 percent of the population. He 
said the ruling elite have destroyed 
the economy in their drive for cheap 
labour and their callous disregard 
for the rights of workers. “We don’t 
want them”, he said.

Today, Cháves noted, the peas-
ants, or campesinos, are becoming 
owners of the land and getting aid 
from the government to sow their 
crops. The fishers’ harvest is being 
protected.

The neighbourhood Circles are 
organising better schools, providing 

health care, and building roads and 
subways in their neighbourhoods.

Yet Washington and the Venezu-
elan big business media characterise 
these moves towards genuine work-
ers’ and peasants’ democracy as a 
violent denial of freedom.

Cháves responded that it was 
the wealthy bosses who tried to 
shut down the Venezuelan economy 
through a national “lockout” that 
resulted in sick people dying because 
ambulances had no gasoline.

If that isn’t terrorism, he asked, 
what is? He added that the big-
business media has openly called 
for the assassination of the elected 
President.

The United States has shown 
no respect for Venezuela’s right 
to self-determination. Referring 
to CIA-directed coups in Chile 
and Colombia that resulted in the 
murders of their popularly elected 
leaders, Cháves emphasised to the 
US movement, “This is your chance 
to support Venezuela now and not 
look back, like perhaps you may 
have when Allende or Gaitan were 
assassinated.”

He concluded that Venezuela 
is fighting the same conditions 
that the people of Puerto Rico, the 
Dominican Republic and all of Latin 
America have to endure.

Teresa Gutierrez, co-director 
of the International Action Centre, 
wrapped up the meeting, stressing 
the vital importance of support for 
the struggling people in Latin Amer-
ica who have demonstrated their 
solidarity with so many struggles 
around the world.
Workers’ World J

by Heather Cottin

This is in addition to the 
US$400 billion already voted for 
military spending for 2003, covering 
the budgets of the Defence Depart-
ment and the Energy Department’s 
nuclear weapons program. All 
those pundits who vowed that this 
war would cost only $50 billion are 
silent. And the $75 billion is only 
“the first instalment,” according to 
Representative David Obey.

So who will pay for this war? 
The total military budget so far this 
year – $475 billion – breaks down to 
an average of over $1500 per person 
for everyone in this country, or more 
than $6000 for a family of four.

Workers are being told they 
must pay with their taxes, and the 
young must pay with their lives.

Because of growing unemploy-
ment, young people facing poverty 
and a miserable job market become 
cannon fodder. So poor youth will 

die liberating oil wells for Exxon-
Mobil and Halliburton.

At the same time, the Senate 
and House are working on a tax bill 
to hand over at least $350 billion 
in immediate tax cuts that would 
benefit mostly the wealthiest people 
in the US. In a move even Bill Gates 
of Microsoft found surprising, the 
Senate voted for an amendment to 
the budget bill that would repeal the 
estate tax, thereby putting more of 
the financial burden on the backs of 

the working class.
US tax legislation is fleecing 

workers so rapidly that it is difficult 
to keep up. The windfall 2001 tax 
cut will efficiently rob the workers 
of $2 trillion over 10 years, while 
the stock dividend tax breaks in 
2002 saved the ruling class another 
$1.6 trillion, according to the AFL-
CIO web site.

Appropriating money for war 
is not simply a matter of paying the 
troops. They get a very small por-

tion of the war bucks. The military 
industries get the lion’s share.

While Washington claims that 
the US will help the people of 
Iraq, there’s only $543 million in 
humanitarian aid in the appropria-
tions bill. Out of $75 billion, only 
$1.7 billion is allocated to rebuild 
a modern country that is being shat-
tered before our eyes. That’s the cost 
of one B-2 bomber.

Who gets the rest of the money? 
The “defence” contractors. They 
get money for weapons such as 
Boeing’s Mark-84 JDAM, a $10,000 
bomb that gouges a 20-foot crater 
and hurls up 10,000 pounds of rock 
and dirt debris at supersonic speed. 
The US has stockpiled thousands of 
JDAMs at Persian Gulf air bases.

Billions go to Raytheon for 
Tomahawk and cruise missiles, to 
Lockheed Martin for the PAC-3 
missile, to Boeing for Apache heli-
copters. The money goes for giant 
Daisy Cutter bombs, bunker busters, 
depleted uranium tank blasters. It 
goes to General Motors for tanks, 
to Kellogg Brown & Root and Hal-
liburton for military installations in 
the Gulf region.

As the states face monster 
cutbacks in social services and 
unemployment grows, workers 
everywhere are becoming aware of 
the human and financial costs of this 
war. They can stop the war machine 
when they realise that a desert quag-
mire in Iraq is not in the interests 
of anyone except Big Oil and the 
military-industrial complex.
Workers World J

RUSSIA: The Iraqi embassy in Moscow has received about 
10,000 applications from Russians eager to go to Iraq to take 
part in the “Human Shield” operation. The ambassador said 
that Baghdad highly valued the consistent policy of the Russian 
leadership and the position of Russian people in general who ex-
pressed their solidarity with the Iraqi people. The overwhelming 
majority of Russians (91 per cent) disapprove of the US and its 
allies’ actions against Iraq, according to an opinion poll conduct-
ed on the third day of the war. Only five per cent of respondents 
said they approved of the action. The poll also indicated that 41 
per cent of Russians think Russian-US relations have recently 
soured dramatically. The percentage of respondents who believe 
that Russian-US relations have improved was eight percent.

NORTHERN IRELAND: The 15-year investigation by John 
Stevens, now head of Scotland Yard, into British police and 
army officer collusion with loyalist paramilitaries to murder 
Irish Republicans in the 1980s and 1990s is recommend-
ing a series of criminal charges. These include charges of 
conspiracy to murder, against 23 serving or former army and 
police officers – one of whom is presently serving in Iraq.

INDIA: The committee Against War On Iraq in Delhi has held 
a big protest march through the streets of old Delhi against the 
US aggression on Iraq. The Committee held the demonstration 
in response to the call of major opposition parties and political 
leaders to observe March 31 jointly as an anti-war protest day.

LEBANON: Some 250 volunteers from the Baalbek area are 
believed to have headed to Iraq to participate in combat against 
the US and British armies. It is not known if they were to take 
part in suicide bombings or conventional armed resistance only.

USA: British and US coalition forces are using depleted ura-
nium (DU) shells in the war against Iraq and deliberately flout-
ing a United Nations resolution which classifies the munitions 
as illegal weapons of mass destruction. The latest use of DU 
in the current conflict came when an American A10 tankbuster 
plane fired a DU shell, killing one British soldier and injuring 
three others in a “friendly fire” incident. The Pentagon has 
admitted that 320 tonnes of DU were left on the battlefield 
after the first Gulf War, although Russian military experts 
say 1000 tonnes is a more accurate figure. A UK Atomic En-
ergy Authority report said that some 500,000 people would 
die before the end of this century, due to radioactive debris 
left in the desert. Professor Doug Rokke – ex-director of the 
Pentagon’s depleted uranium project, former professor of en-
vironmental science at Jacksonville University and onetime 
US army colonel, said use of DU was a “war crime”. The US 
Department of Defence appointed Rokke to head the post-
1991 Gulf War clean-up of depleted uranium in the desert.

INTERNATIONAL

While people were watching the images of bombs and tanks in 
swirling storms, the Bush administration on March 24 requested an 
additional US$75 billion from Congress for “emergency spending” 
for the war on Iraq. And that’s only for the first month of war.

USA
War costs rise as rich get tax cuts

Venezuela “may be next”
Just days before US bombs exploded in the streets of Baghdad, 

Rodrigo Cháves told a community meeting in upper Manhattan that 
Venezuela may be the next target. Cháves, national co-ordinator of 
Venezuela’s Bolivarian Circles, spoke to a packed, grassroots meeting in 
Washington Heights about how Washington and the elite of his country 
are waging class war against the workers and peasants of Venezuela.

Global briefs

Workers are being told
they must pay with their taxes, 

and the young must pay
with their lives.
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Convene the 
General Assembly
With the anti-war movement 
world-wide continuing to vigor-
ously condemn the war in Iraq, 
many organisations are now call-
ing for the UN General Assembly 
to convene so as to give all nations 
a chance to voice opposition to 
the illegal war in Iraq.

An International petition has 
been organised. It says that the 
UN General Assembly should be 
convened according to regulations 
of the charter and of Resolution 377 
of November 3, 1950.

Resolution 377 states that if a 
veto in the Security Council fails 
to ensure peace and security, then 
the Assembly can vote for military 
action if two thirds support it; but, 
there has been no Assembly vote.

It would seem that the General 
Assembly has the power to stop the 
war.

In 1956 the use of the Resolu-
tion was indicated when Britain and 
France used troops to occupy the 
Suez Canal, after Egyptian President 
Nasser had nationalised it.

The Soviet Union and the USA 
opposed the takeover and the British 
and French forces withdrew.

The role played by Mr Kofi 
Annan is disgraceful!

Unilaterally he ordered the 
withdrawal of the weapons inspec-
tors before they had completed their 
work and withdrew the UN peace-
keepers that had patrolled the Iraqi 
border for many years.

Mr Annan has failed miserably 
to reflect the opinion of the Security 
Council and, indeed the General 
Assembly – further his actions 
facilitated the invasion of Iraq.

There are something like 180 
nations in the UN and Bush can only 
claim 30.

The General Assembly needs 
to act now and use its powers from 
Resolution 377 to force the USA, 
Britain and Australia to withdraw 
their troops.

Kevin Watkins
Belmont, WA

Hiding behind the 
cloak of war
How many billions have they 
already spent on the war? How 
many billions more will they be 
asking for when they eventually 
do a stock take and find that they 
are running out of weapons and 
lost a few expensive pieces of 
equipment? And how much more 
will they want to update in areas 
where their technology proved 
not to be up to the mark?

Who knows how many more 
billions of dollars they will be after. 
It won’t take many guesses who is 
going to foot the bill.

There may be a special war tax 
of some sort. We can be sure that 
much, if not all, of it will come out 
of workers’ pockets via the taxation 
system. The rich won’t be paying 
higher taxes. 

Already there are loud whispers 

of a war budget. The public is being 
conditioned to expect all sorts of 
cuts in the name of supporting our 
troops who are over in the Middle 
East fighting for the US.

Health, social security, educa-
tion, public infrastructure will all be 
casualties of the war.

The Howard Government is 
making the most of the war to not 
only cut vital social spending but 
to use this to proceed with its attack 
on the public sector – one which is 
purely ideological, and has nothing 
to do with the war.

They would have made many 
of these cuts without a war – the 
war gives them a cloak to hide their 
privatisation agenda.

The attack on Medicare with the 
threat of co-payments is one such 
example. That was already policy.

Cutting funding to public 
education was also policy, as to the 
handing over of public infrastructure 
to the private sector.

It is important that this budget 
be defeated.

If the Labor Party stands up 
straight and takes a principled posi-
tion and the Greens, Democrats and 
Independents also join them, then 
the war budget can be defeated.

I am sure that given the 
right leadership the majority of 
Australians will support them.

A vote for the budget is in 
effect a vote for the war and a vote 
for the dismantling of Medicare, 
public education and government 
responsibility for the welfare of 
Australians.

It is also the best way of sup-

porting our troops – bring them 
home.

Joylene Andrews
Sydney, NSW

Sanctimonious 
hypocrites
The American and British 
Governments have exposed 
themselves as the greatest 
sanctimonious hypocrites that 
have ever existed.

 Because of the great world-wide 
protests, even in their own countries 
against the war on Iraq, they have 
embarked on a great PR campaign 
to paint themselves as very caring 
people – while they are the very 
ones who are creating the need for 
this humanitarian aid.

It is they who have invaded and 
are bombing the people they now 
express concern for.

It was America and Britain who 
bulldozed the sanctions resolution 

through the UN and have enforced 
it to the cost of the minimum of half 
a million of Iraqi children.

And now they are expressing 
“concern”. Just how bloody hypo-
critical can you get?

B Appleton
Killcare Hts, NSW

Double standards
Six months after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait UN resolutions 
were enforced and Iraq was 
expelled.

Twenty-eight years after the 
Turkish invasion of north Cyprus 
UN resolutions are not enforced.

And 54 years after the Israeli 
invasion of Palestinian territory, UN 
resolutions are not enforced.

What a contrast between the 
treatment of Iraq and that of Turkey 
and Israel.

Steven Katsineris
Hurstbridge, Vic

LETTERS

Embedded journalism
In William Wellman’s 1950 film 
about the defence of Bastogne 
by the 101st Airborne in 1944, 
John Hodiak played a journal-
ist who had enlisted in the US 
Army and now found himself in 
the frontline.

by Rob Gowland

He had been a top-flight war 
correspondent, but now, as a simple 
soldier, he was completely in the 
dark about the progress of the battle 
he was part of. He wasn’t even sure 
what country he was in: France, 
Belgium or Luxembourg.

What information he gets comes 
from a two-or-three-day-old copy 
of the Army newspaper Stars & 
Stripes, which at least clears up 
what country his unit is in, if not 
much else.

My point, and that of Robert 
Pirosh, who wrote Battleground, is 
that to comprehend what is happen-
ing in a war, you have to be able to 
stand back and view the proceedings 
on a big scale.

You need plentiful information 
from as many sources as you can 
find, and of course a perspec-
tive from which to analyse that 
information.

For the journalists who are 
“embedded” with various units of 
the “Coalition of the Willing” (aka 
the Unwise, the Gutless and the just 
plain Greedy), perspective is one 
thing they do not have.

They have been effectively co-
opted by the military.

The US military has stepped up 
attempts to control media coverage 
of its various acts of aggression 

since at least the Tet offensive of the 
Vietnam War.

Coverage then of the heroic 
resistance of the Vietnamese 
people’s forces played havoc with 
the Pentagon’s line that the US was 
“winning” the war in Vietnam.

In the first Gulf War, the Pen-
tagon tried to physically restrain 
the press corps. Allowing only 
selected reporters to visit the front 
(or anywhere near it) or attend 
briefings. Their reports would then 
be shared amongst the remainder of 
the media.

This overt muzzling of the 
media went down badly, so this 
time around new tactics (trialled in 
Afghanistan) have been used.

Instead of being kept at arm’s 
length, journalists have been 
welcomed into the military units, 
“embedded” in them (to use the 
latest Pentagon-speak). This is 
based on the well known phenom-
enon of television news, that the 
plethora of images of an event is 
only superficially absorbed without 
a commentary that provides a mean-
ingful framework for the pictures.

Shots of lines of Humvees roll-
ing down a road in Iraq are not in 
fact news at all: they are colour. Just 
as a shot of John Howard walking 
up a red carpet in Washington is not 
really news.

What is news is not the pho-
togenic carpet or even Howard’s 
beaming host, but what he is doing 
in Washington.

By allowing individual journal-
ists to eat, sleep and get drunk with 
the troops whose exploits they are 
supposedly covering, the military 
hope to virtually ensure a “soft” 
coverage for themselves. And to a 
certain extent it has worked.

With reporters largely isolated 
from alternative sources of infor-
mation, lacking perspective, and 
needing to file regular stories or 
get recalled in disgrace, it is little 
wonder that the work of many of 
these “embedded” journos reads like 
rewritten military press releases.

But not all. It testifies to the 
enormous unpopularity of this war 

that even “embedded” journalists 
are filing stories that with vary-
ing degrees of frankness expose 
the hypocrisy of the Coalition’s 
expressed war aims, the gulf 
between the propaganda and reality.

The Sydney Morning Herald ran 
half a page of extracts from them on 
March 31. They made interesting 
reading.

The headline was “‘Embedded’ 
journalists reveal why soldiers are 
not winning the hearts and minds 
of Iraqis”, and the correspondents 
for The Independent, The Scots-
man and The Washington Post did 
just that, with intentional (and in 
at least one case, unintentional) 
irony.

But the report from The Scots-
man, like that from The New York 
Times and the Christian Science 

Monitor, emphasised the spirited 
defence being fought by the Iraqis 
against the invaders and terror of 
violent death being faced by British 
and US soldiers who had been told it 
was going to be a cakewalk.

The longer the war drags on, the 
more the British and US public are 
going to be perturbed by accounts 
like that from the Christian Science 
Monitor: “All four crew of the 
M1A1 tank leapt to the ground and 
made a 15-second dash, under heavy 
fire, to a Bradley fighting vehicle 
nearby.

“The tankers lunged in, thankful 
to be alive.”

Steven Lee Myers in The New 
York Times also raised the spectre 
of something the Pentagon had 
probably hoped never to see again: 
the psychological trauma of soldiers 

appalled at the slaughter they have 
been made to inflict on people 
defending their homes.

“I mean, I have my wife and 
kids to go back home to”, says a US 
Sergeant after a three-day battle for 
a bridge over the Euphrates at Kifl. 
“I don’t want them to think I’m a 
killer.”

This is not the gung-ho heroics 
that the Pentagon’s spin doctors 
would like to see in the media. This 
is not the “short, sharp, clean” war 
that President Bush was probably 
promised by his top brass.

Despite their best efforts, US 
and British imperialism have been 
unable to dictate even the way 
the bourgeois media reports their 
latest war. It is yet another setback, 
in a line of setbacks, suffered by 
imperialism. J

Culture
& Life

Sydney
May Day function

After the March,
celebrate May Day

With dancing, delicious food
and live entertainment

Sunday 4th May,
starting at 5.00pm

Greek Community Club
206 Lakemba St, Lakemba
Donation: $20, $10 children

Presented by CPA
and fraternal organisations

Sydney
Walk against the war coalition

No war on Iraq
No Australian involvement

Iraq Peace Vigil
Every Friday 5.30 – 7.30 pm

Sydney Town Hall
Contact:

Hannah Middleton 0418 668 098
Bruce Childs 9386 1240

Nick Everett 0409 762 081
John Hallam 02 9567 7533
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The five great Soviet documen-
tary filmmakers are Viktor Turin 
(Turksib, 1929), Dziga Vertov 
(Man With a Movie Camera 
1929, Three Songs of Lenin 
1934), Esther Shub (The Fall 
of the Romanov Dynasty 1927, 
Spain 1939), Mikhail Romm 
(Ordinary Fascism 1965) and 
Roman Karmen.

Karmen, the subject of Roman 
Karmen: The Filmmaker Of The 
Revolution (SBS 8.30pm Sunday), 
became famous for taking his 
camera into the hot spots of the 
people’s struggle. He filmed the 
defence of Madrid in 1936 and two 
years later was with the Chinese 
Red Army in the north of China.

The revolution in the title of 
this program refers not to the Rus-
sian Revolution (Karmen was only 
11 when it took place), but to the 
revolutionary movement all over 
the world.

He filmed the struggle for a new 
world in India, Cuba, Africa and 
elsewhere. He also famously filmed 
the war against fascism, notably the 
siege of Leningrad and the Nurem-
burg War Crimes Trials (Judgement 
of the People 1947).

His war footage appears in 
his compilation feature The Great 
Patriotic War (1965) and in Shub’s 
1939 film Spain.

In 1958 he made How Broad 
Is My Country Fair, a travelogue 
across the USSR shot in a Soviet 
equivalent of Cinerama which he 
had developed.

Directed by Patrick Barberis, 
Roman Karmen: The Filmmaker 

Of The Revolution acknowledges 
that Karmen (who died in 1975) 
was “one of the most influential 
documentary makers in the history 
of the cinema.

“His well-known images of 
war have shaped memory and con-
structed our collective vision of the 
20th century.”

But even as it recognises his 
extraordinary talents and technical 
craft as well as his ability to capture 
the emotion and immediacy of his 
war-zone surroundings, Barberis’ 
film subtly accuses Karmen of 
manipulating and reconstructing 
frames, including famous battle 
scenes, “to serve the socialist 
cause”.

Karmen was a Communist, so it 
is obligatory in a program like this 
that he be shown to be disillusioned, 
or as SBS’s publicity so neatly puts 
it “in addition to showing Karmen’s 
filmic achievements and how he was 
adored and celebrated by the Rus-
sian people, this documentary also 
reveals the tragedy of a man who 
slowly saw his ideals crumble one 
by one at the failure of cinematic 
language to prop up the disintegrat-
ing reality of the Soviet [system]”.

For those Guardian readers 
possessed of a video recorder 

(or insomnia) there are a couple 
of worthwhile films screening at 
4.30am this week. First up is Tawny 
Pipit (ABC 4.30am Monday), 
probably the best pro-Soviet Brit-
ish film to come out of the Second 
World War.

This is the one where the village 
church choir sings The Internatio-
nale and the whole village cheers 
itself hoarse when the visiting Soviet 
sniper tells them she has killed 100 
Nazis and can’t wait to get back and 
kill another hundred.

As Bill Collins is wont to say, 
“I love it”. Written and directed in 
1944 by leftist actor Bernard Miles 
with Charles Saunders, the film stars 
Miles as the local squire (giving 
clenched fist salutes to the scandal 
of the vicar). Also starring are Rosa-

mund John and the underrated Niall 
MacGinnis.

The film also epitomised a pro-
gressive trend in British films of the 
’40s, the willingness, as critic and 
film historian Roger Manvell put 
it, to portray the British public on 
the screen “as well as the stars of an 
unapproachable dream world”.

Tuesday’s 4.30am movie isn’t 
worth bothering with, but Wednes-
day’s is an interesting if not wholly 
successful effort from 1949: The 
Spider And The Fly (ABC 4.30am 
Wednesday).

This starred Eric Portman, 
always an actor worth watching, 
as well as Guy Rolfe and a young 
George Cole, in a story set just prior 
to and during WW1.

The following morning is a film 
produced for Gaumont in 1935 by 

Communist Ivor Montagu, The 
Passing Of The Third Floor Back 
(ABC 4.30am Thursday).

Heavenly visitors who meddle 
in the lives of people on Earth have 
become somewhat of a staple on 
television in recent years, but they 
are not new.

In this film, a new Christ-like 
lodger in a London boarding house 
affects the lives of all the other 
residents. It had begun life as a 
successful novel, then become a hit 
play (by Jerome K Jerome).

Graham Greene said of the 
film version: “The pious note has 
been turned down, the milk of 
human kindness has been agreeably 
watered, and the types in the small 
London private hotel are observed 
with malicious realism”.

The anti-fascist German refugee 
actor Conrad Veidt starred.

Top Hat (ABC 10.20pm 
Saturday) was the second-

highest grossing film of 1935. It 
put RKO into profit for the first 
time since the start of the Great 
Depression.

Arguably the best of all the 
Astaire-Rogers musicals of the 
1930s, it had a typically feath-
erweight plot: Fred Astaire is an 
American entertainer appearing 
in London, who falls for socialite 
Ginger Rogers.

She thinks he is married to her 
friend, Helen Broderick (real-life 
mother of actor Broderick Craw-
ford) and flees to Venice, whither 
Fred pursues her. Misunderstand-
ings multiply, Ginger marries 
dress designer Erik Rhodes on the 

rebound, but amazingly all ends 
well.

The film had a lovely score by 
Irving Berlin, with five splendid 
numbers in it. The humorous yet 
romantic “Isn’t This a Lovely Day” 
has Fred and Ginger falling in love 
while dancing in a bandstand during 
a rainstorm.

But the spectacular numbers 
come when they go to Venice. This 
is a dream Venice, entirely created 
in the studio, with truly extraordi-
nary gleaming white sets by Van 
Nest Polglase.

Here Fred sprinkles sand on the 
floor of the room above Ginger’s 
so he can dance a sort of soft-shoe 
lullaby (“No Strings”) for her, and 
the pair dance one of their most 
romantic numbers together, “Cheek 
To Cheek”.

The film is so far removed from 
reality that it appears normal for 
everyone to dress for dinner and 
evening gowns and white tie and 
tails seem commonplace.

In fact, the title “Top Hat” 
number features Fred “putting on 
his top hat, fastening his white tie 
and stepping out in an atmosphere 
that simply reeks of class” as the 
lyrics have it.

The film is delightfully amusing, 
with a superb supporting cast that 
also includes the excellent comic 
character actors Edward Everett 
Horton and Eric Blore.

“Your husband wants to divorce 
you and marry me”, Ginger tells 
Helen Broderick. “Oh, he wants to 
do right by both of us?” ripostes 
Helen. J
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Quick war quiz
So, you know who is up to what on the global scene? Try this quick war quiz.

1. What percentage of the world’s population does the US 
have?
A: 6 percent
2. What percentage of the world’s wealth does the US 
have?
A: 50 percent
3. Which country has the largest oil reserves?
A: Saudi Arabia
4. Which country has the second largest oil reserves?
A: Iraq
5. How much is spent on military budgets worldwide?
A: US$900 billion plus (A$1.5 trillion plus)
6. How much of this is spent by the US?
A: 50 percent
7. What percentage of US military spending would ensure 
the essentials of life for everyone in the world?
A: 10 percent (that’s about US$40 billion, the amount 
initially given as the cost of the attack on Afghanistan)
8. How many people have died in wars since WW2?
A: 86 million
9. How long has Iraq had chemical and biological 
weapons?
A: Since the early 1980s
10. Did Iraq develop these chemical and biological 
weapons on their own?
A: No, the materials and technology were supplied 
by the US Government, along with Britain and private 
corporations
11. Did the US Government condemn the Iraqi use of gas 
warfare against Iran?
A: No
12. How many people did Saddam Hussein kill using gas 
in the Kurdish town of Halabja in 1988?
A: 5000
13. How many Western countries condemned this action at 
the time?
A: Zero
14. How many litres of Agent Orange did the US use in 
Vietnam?
A: 64 billion
15. Are there any proven links between Iraq and the 
September 11 terrorist attacks in the US?
A: No
16. What is the estimated number of civilian casualties in 
the 1991 Gulf War?
A: 35,000
17. How many casualties did the Iraqi military inflict on 
Western forces during the Gulf War?
A: Zero
18. How many retreating Iraqi soldiers were buried alive by 
US tanks with ploughs mounted at the front?
A: 6000
19. How many tonnes of depleted uranium were left in Iraq 
and Kuwait after the Gulf War?
A: 40 tonnes
20. What, according to the UN, was the increase in cancer 
rates in Iraq between 1991 and 1994?
A: 700 percent
21. How much of Iraq’s military capacity did the US claim it 
destroyed in 1991?
A: 80 percent
22. Is there any proof that Iraq plans to use its weapons for 
anything other than deterrence and self-defence?
A: No
23. Does Iraq present more of a threat to world peace now 
than 10 years ago?
A: No
24. How many civilian deaths has the Pentagon predicted 
in this current war?
A: 10,000
25. What percentage of these will be children?

A: Over 50 percent
26. How many years has the US engaged in air strikes on 
Iraq?
A: 11 years
27. Were the US and Britain at war with Iraq between 
December 1998 and September 1999?
A: No
28. How many kilos of explosives were dropped on Iraq 
between December 1998 and September 1999 by the US 
and Britain?
A: 45 million
29. How many years ago was the UN Resolution 661 
introduced imposing strict sanctions on Iraq’s exports and 
imports?
A: 12 years
30. What was the child death rate in Iraq in 1989 (per 
10000 births)?
A: 38
31. What was the estimated child death rate in Iraq in 1999 
(per 10000 births)?
A: 131, an increase of 345 percent.
32. How many Iraqis are estimated to have died by 
October 1999 as a result of UN sanctions?
A: 1.5 million
33. How many Iraqi children are estimated to have died 
due to sanctions since 1997?
A: 750,000
34. Did Saddam order the UN weapons inspectors out of 
Iraq?
A: No
35. How many inspections were there in November and 
December 1998?
A: 300
36. How many of these inspections had problems?
A: 5
37. Were the inspectors allowed entry to the ruling Ba’ath 
Party headquarters?
A: Yes
38. Who said that by December 1998 Iraq had, in fact, 
been disarmed to a level unprecedented in modern 
history?
A: Scott Ritter, the head of the UN weapons inspection 
team.

39. In 1998 how much of Iraq’s post 1991 capacity to 
develop weapons of mass destruction did the UN weapons 
inspectors claim to have discovered and dismantled?
A: 90 percent
40. Did Iraq allow the weapons inspectors back in?
A: Yes
41. How many UN resolutions had Israel violated by 1992?
A: More than 65
42. How many UN resolutions on Israel did the US veto 
between 1972 and 1999?
A: More than 30
43. How much does the US fund Israel per year?
A: US$5 billion
44. How many countries are known to have nuclear 
weapons?
A: 8
45. How many nuclear warheads does Iraq have?
A: Zero
46. How many nuclear warheads does the US have?
A: More than 10,000
47. Which is the only country to have used nuclear 
weapons?
A: The US
48. How many nuclear warheads does Israel have?
A: More than 400
49. Has Israel ever allowed in UN weapons inspectors?
A: No
50. What percentage of Palestinian territories are 
controlled by Israeli settlements?
A: 42 percent
51. Is Israel illegally occupying Palestinian land?
A: Yes
52. Which country do you think poses the greatest threat to 
world peace, Iraq or the US?
A: ?
53. Who said “Our lives begin to end the day we become 
silent about the things that matter”?
A: Martin Luther King Jr
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