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US plans for world domination

The US intends to take over Iraq as a colonial posses-
sion. It plans to appoint a civil administrator, retired
Lieutenant-General Jay Garner, to run Iraq. The an-
nouncement came as the US was forced to admit that
their invading forces had run into strong resistance and
that the war they claimed would last only days will now
continue for months. For the Iraqi people this means
continued misery, destruction and death.

by Tom Pearson

Jay Garner heads the new
Office of Reconstruction and
Humanitarian Assistance in the
US. As with all the other agencies
the Bush Government has set up,
such as Homeland Security, the
title is a misnomer. The Office
of Reconstruction is in fact an
organisational centre for usurping
the role of the UN as part of the US
goal of dismantling the world body
and substituting US forces for the
maintenance of US hegemony.

These intentions were made
clear in a revealing article by
Richard Perle published in the
Spectator last week. Richard Perle
is one of the architects of the US
war plans, and was chairman of the
defence policy board that advises
the Pentagon. Since the publication
of the article he was forced to step
down as chair but still remains on
the board.

Under the headline, “Thank
God for the death of the UN™,
Pearle said: “Saddam Hussein’s
reign of terror is about to end. He
will go quickly, but not alone: in a
parting irony, he will take the UN
down with him...

“As we sift through the debris,
it will be important to preserve, the
better to understand, the intellectual
wreckage of the liberal conceit of
safety through international law
administered by international
institutions.”

Perle then goes on to advocate
“coalitions of the willing” in the
place of the UN to ensure order
and save us from anarchy.

The Bush administration has a
list of countries marked down for
war, occupation and colonisation.
Iraq is to be used as a test case
for the imposition of colonial rule
along the road to the establishment
of an American Empire.

As former British Labour MP,
Tony Benn, put it: “If we allow the
US to destroy the UN — as ex-US
president Jimmy Carter warned
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when he accepted the Nobel Prize
for Peace and denounced the use of
pre-emptive war as an open door to
violence by any country against any
other — the only law will be the law
of the jungle.”

The “test case” is already facing
a humanitarian crisis. The interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross
last week warned that it was crucial
to re-establish the water system in
Basra. “Adequate drinking water
is vital for the local population
because daytime temperatures can
exceed 100 degrees Fahrenheit”(38
degrees C), said Red Cross spokes-
person Nada Doumani.

One of the greatest killers
of people thrown into chaos and
flight is the lack of clean water
and sanitation. Children, expect-
ant mothers and the elderly are
especially vulnerable to diarrhoea
and water-born diseases.

A colonial administration would
rule over widespread destruction
and anarchy, disease and hundreds
of thousands of Iraqis made
refugees in their own country.

Corporate vultures

As part of the replacement
and destruction of the UN role US
corporations are poised to swoop
onto Iraq’s devastated cities and
infrastructure. These same corpo-
rations were last week exposed
for the vultures they are when a
secret document published by the
British periodical Business revealed
a draft reconstruction program — a
program to be funded by American
taxpayers.

First among them is Halliburton,
Vice President Dick Cheney’s
former company. Cheney served
as Halliburton’s chief executive
officer from 1995 to 2000.

It is already working alongside
United States troops in Kuwait and
Turkey under a package deal worth
close to a billion dollars.

The Cheney/Halliburton nexus
has caused some reshuffling to give
the impression that Halliburton has
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been dropped out of the program,
but its subsidiaries remain, awarded
huge contracts.

And if any further confirma-
tion was needed that the Bush
administration is an extension of
corporate America, nine members
of the board that advises Defence
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld have
ties to corporations that have been
awarded more than US$72 billion
in defence contracts in the past two
years.

The Iraq reconstruction plan
as planned by the Pentagon and
the administration will require
contractors to fulfil various tasks,
including reopening at least half of
the “economically important roads
and bridges” — about 4000 kilome-
tres of roadway — to high-speed
traffic.

The contractors will also be
asked to repair 15 percent of high-
voltage electricity grid, renovate
several thousand schools and
deliver emergency generators.

The five civil engineering
firms in the rebuilding contract are
Bechtel Group Inc, Fluor Corp, the
Halliburton’s subsidiary Kellog
Brown & Root, Louis Berger Group
Inc and Parsons Corp.

Statement: Iraqi
Communist Party
= p6

The post-war rebuilding
contract may be worth as much as
US$900 million dollars.

Some of the contracts were
drawn up as far back as December
last year.

The so-called Bush doctrine
was worked out over the past 12
years by such arch-conservatives
as Paul Wolfowitz, Bill Kristol,
Richard Perle, Dick Cheney and
Donald Rumsfeld.

Economic storm

The road to empire isn’t straight
and simple. The US was already
facing an economic crisis, and
war is pushing it to the edge of the

abyss, as Arthur Perlo, of Peoples’

Weekly World, reports:

“For George W Bush, the best
scenario will soon see victorious US
troops marching through the rubble
of Baghdad. Halliburton and other
US companies will be hard on their
heels, clutching lucrative contracts
to occupy, rebuild and profit from
Iraqi oil.

“In the short run the shock
and awe of this spectacle might
help keep the dollar strong. For
the successful businessman or
the corrupt government official
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in Europe, Japan or the global
South, what safer place to stash
your loot than Wall Street, the
financial citadel of the world’s
only super power.

“But there is a cloud on Bush’s
horizon. All this money now flow-
ing into Wall Street means the US
is now in debt to the tune of US$2.5
trillion, increasing at the rate of
US$500 billion a year. Attracting
foreign capital has become a finan-
cial necessity to keep the system
functioning — new money must
keep flowing in to make payments
on the old debt, as well as to finance
the new deficits.

“Even the economists at the
pro-US World Bank and IMF are
talking about ‘pay-back time’ for
the US dollar. The IMF warned
that the US trade deficit poses a
“significant risk” to global financial
stability.

“The cost of occupying Iraq,
and waging endless wars against
endless enemies, will mount,
and the US foreign debt will get
larger. In the long run, the people
of the world, already furious at
Bush’s war, will not take kindly to
continued subsidy of US imperial-
ism. &
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Demonstrations and violence

The outpouring of opposition in Australia and around the
world has undoubtedly come as a very unpleasant surprise to
the US, British and Australian organisers of the illegal inva-
sion of Iraq. It is, therefore, not surprising that the media have
launched a massive blitz against the anti-war movement to split
and weaken it.

Some aspects of last weeks’ student strikes are being used for
this purpose.

The police in Sydney made statements several days before the
student actions, suggesting there would be “violence”. These were
a warning that something was being cooked up. And sure enough
there was violence.

Police tactics were heavy-handed and provocative and aimed
at inflaming a volatile situation.

A considerable number of the students were surrounded and
prevented from leaving by police for about an hour or more. They
were released in small batches and some were separated accord-
ing to perceived racial appearance. Students of “Anglo-Saxon”
appearance were released first, while students of “Middle East”
appearance were further detained, an obvious attempt to promote
racial divisions.

We condemn the police intimidation and provocation and
oppose any attempt to take away the right to protest. Every anti-
war action should be welcomed, and individual acts of violence
opposed. But the behaviour of the police and the use made by the
media of the violence, highlight the need to prepare much more
thoroughly for all anti-war actions.

It has to be recognised that police provocation is an obvious
danger at any and every demonstration, particularly in the pres-
ent political context.

Demonstrations have to be successfully marshalled and effec-
tively led. Acts of violence based on individualist and anarchist
behaviour need to be discouraged. It is worth recalling how Gan-
dhi, Martin Luther King and Nelson Mandela used acts of civil
disobedience as a very effective tactic. Acts of civil disobedience
need to be thought out and planned.

Civil disobedience and even what might appear to be straight
forward demonstrations are not games but serious political acts.
At present the Australian Government is involved in a deadly
serious and extremely unpopular war and the authorities are
prepared to go to great lengths to prevent any interference in
their actions.

The violence at the Sydney student demonstration is already
having a negative and divisive effect in the anti-war movement.
It is likely to result in reduced attendances at subsequent student
demonstrations and may deter some forces from remaining part of
the movement — a movement that has considerable breadth at the
moment. It is important that it retains this breadth.

The Democratic Socialist Party, Resistance and the Interna-
tional Socialist Organistion were in effect the leadership of last
weeks’ student protest in Sydney. They must accept criticism and
should think much more carefully about future demonstrations.

All leaderships have a responsibility to take care of students,
especially high school and primary school students, to avoid in-
jury and to educate them as future effective activists. What hap-
pened may unfortunately deter some as well as alienating some
parents and teachers.

The events of last week could weaken the anti-war movement
and have created unwanted and unnecessary difficulties. This is
the consequence of irresponsible leadership as well as the politi-
cally motivated actions of the police authorities.

War by body-bag count

Time and CNN have conducted a poll among the US people and
found that support for the war would remain above 50 percent if
up to 500 US troops were killed. Support continued above the 50
percent level if the toll reached 1000 and even if it resulted in 5000
US deaths, 34 per cent would still be willing to support it.

At the same time more than 80 percent believed that the US
military is doing everything it can to avoid killing Iraqi civilians.

But the poll did not apparently investigate what death toll
among Iraqis was acceptable. It shows that a substantial sec-
tion of the US public is motivated by highly immoral and racist
attitudes and that they remain victims of the media and their
criminal leaders.

One suspects that this section of the US public regards one US
casualty to equal at least 10, 20 or even 50 Iraqi casualties. Are
they even counting?

The attitude of the colonialists and racists still lives on.

AUSTRALIA

Landscape of risk

Indigenous women live in “a landscape of risk” and as a nation we
should be ashamed that we have not addressed this urgent problem.
There is a crisis in the level and type of contact of Indigenous women
with correctional systems in Australia.

by Dr Bill Jonas*

* Indigenous women are cur-
rently incarcerated at a rate higher
than any other group in Australia
— including that of Indigenous men.

* Over-representation of Indig-
enous women occurs in the context
of intolerably high levels of family
violence, over-policing for selected
offences, ill-health, unemployment
and poverty.

* Studies of Indigenous women
in prison reveal life in a society
fraught with danger from violence.

* Removal of Indigenous
women from the community has
significant consequences and
potentially exposes children to
risk of neglect, abuse, hunger and
homelessness.

* Indigenous women also serve
comparatively shorter sentences,
suggesting a general failure to
employ the principle of imprison-
ment as a last resort.

* Once imprisoned, re-offend-
ing statistics show that Indigenous
women are at greater risk of return-
ing to jail.

These women live in a landscape
of risk and suffer at the crossroads of
their race and gender. These women
are some of the most vulnerable
people in our society and we must
try now to address these alarming
rates of incarceration.

The number of Indigenous
women incarcerated has increased
from 104 in 1991 to 370 Indigenous
women in 2001 — a 255.8 per cent
increase over the decade.

For the June 2002 quarter, Indig-
enous women were in carcerated at
19.6 times the rate of non-Indigenous
women, and 15.2 times the rate of
non-Indigenous men.

Election-driven law-and-order
campaigns primed to drive up
incarceration, a lack of govern-
ment action to implement the
recommendations of the Royal
Commission into Aboriginal
Deaths in Custody, and lack of
judicial activism to implement
the recommendations of the Royal
Commission on non-custodial
sentences are some ongoing causes
of over representation.

I call for release programs to
address:

* Transitional housing after
release;

* Community-based, Indig-
enous-specific programs to help
women deal with the effects of
violence and to develop alternative
strategies for coping with future
violence;

* Support for women to main-
tain contact with their children
while they are incarcerated or regu-
lar information about the well-being
of their children;

* Programs which are sensi-
tive to the kinship obligations of
Indigenous women and supportive
of these roles;

* Financial issues, employment,
education and training;

* Access to health services,
including drug abuse rehabilitation.

Overview

Re-offending rates:

Recidivism rates are extremely
high in all States and Territories.
Three in every four of all Indig-
enous prisoners had been previously
imprisoned.

Types of crime:

There has been a steady and sig-
nificant increase in most categories
of offences — including homicide,
assault and related offences and rob-
bery. Nationally, Indigenous women
comprise nearly 80 per cent of all
cases where women are detained in
police custody for public drunken-
ness.

Over-policing:

There are indications of over-
policing of Indigenous women in
some areas.

In NSW, the Select Committee
into the increase in Prison Popula-
tion found in 2001 that the most
significant contributing factor to
increases in incarceration of Indig-
enous women was the increase in
the remand population.

There was no evidence to sug-
gest that an increase in actual crime
accounted for the prison increase.

Sentencing patterns:

Indigenous women tend to
receive shorter sentences than non-
Indigenous women do. The rates
suggest that Indigenous women
are not being provided with non-
custodial sentencing options.

Shorter sentences also appear to
be linked to high rates of incarcera-
tion for public order offences.

Characteristics of

imprisoned women:

In general, Indigenous women
in jail are slightly younger than
non-Indigenous women. There are
no national figures for prisoners
with children, but most incarcerated
women are mothers.

Indigenous women often enter
custody with poor physical or
mental health.

Research in Victoria has
revealed that many women self-
harm soon after release from
prison.

This includes drug overdose and
other types of self-harm. In NSW
in comparison to a non-Indigenous
woman, an Aboriginal woman is:

* Four times more likely to be
murdered,;

* More than twice as likely to
be the victim of sexual assault, or
sexual assault against children;

* Four times more likely to be a
victim of assault;

* Seven times more likely to be
a victim of grievous bodily harm.

*Dr Bill Jonas is an Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Social Justice Commissioner.
Acknowledgements: Koori Mail, March 2003. &

PRESS FUND

John Howard wants people to support the Australian troops who are mak-
ing war on Iraq. His idea of Prime Ministerial support seems to be to make
them accomplices in a war crime! The best way for the Australian people to
support them is to force the government to order their immediate evacuation
from Iraq. We need your support as well, of course, particularly since Press
Fund contributions seem almost to have become a casualty of the war! So if
you possibly can, please send a contribution to the Press Fund for the next
issue. Our thanks go to this week’s valiant contributors, as follows:

Bert Appleton $30, A Michelson $25.
This week’s total: $55. Progressive total: $3160.

ADELAIDE

march to Elder Park
www.nowar-sa.net
BRISBANE

rally and march
Contact: 3350 1889

Stop the war -

2pm Victoria Square or St Peter’s Cathedral
Contact: 0408 288 699 or 8212 4822

NOWAR & SA Council of Churches

1pm King George Square

Rally for Peace and Nuclear Disarmament

PALM SUNDAY SUNDAY 13TH APRIL

Bring our troops home

MELBOURNE

SYDNEY

rally and walk for peace
1pm Belmore Park

2pm Treasury Gardens

rally for peace, human rights and justice
also 2pm Ecumenical service

at Federation Square

Contact: Victoria Peace Network 9659 3582
www.vicpeace.org

& the Queensland Peace Network

PERTH
rally and march
2pm Supreme Court Gardens

following on from an Ecumenical Peace

Service 12.00-1.30

march to Domain

Contact: 9267 8122; 0418 668 098

or 0409 762 081

www.nswpeace.org

or www.palmsunday.socialchange.net.au
Walk Against the War Coalition

& Palm Sunday Committee
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New push for media deregulation

The votes of four independent Senators could now be all that
stands between the Howard Government and its goal of the
effective scrapping of Australia’s cross-media and foreign media
ownership restrictions. The passing of the Government’s legislation
would open the door to foreign ownership and an even higher level
of monopolisation than at present.

by Bob Briton

In May or June this year Federal
Communications Minister Richard
Alston will know whether he has
done enough to sell his latest re-jig
of legislation designed to enhance
monopoly domination of Australia’s
media. It will then be down to
former Democrat leader Meg Lees,
Tasmania’s Brian Harradine and
Shayne Murphy and the Federal Par-
liament’s only One Nation member
(though without party status) Len
Harris to deliver the coup.

They will have to decide
whether the Government’s proposed
“two out of three” formula will be
applied. Under this scheme, owners
of TV stations, for example, could
own a newspaper or radio group
in a market, as well. Present rules
prevent such an encroachment of
owners of one type of media into
another type.

The principle will be followed
with regional media, also. Media
owners would then be able to con-
trol two (but only two) of the three
main media — print, radio and TV.

Current restrictions over media
ownership would then lapse. How-
ever, even under the new regime,
media barons would need to limit
themselves to owning only one TV
station or two radio stations per
market.

Meg Lees is said to be favour-
ably inclined to the “shake-up” if

the Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission (ACCC) is
given a role in the media market.
Len Harris is reported to be thinking
the same way.

It must be noted that the ACCC
is far from deserving of such trust.
Its role (alongside other authorities)
in the deregulation of electricity in
the eastern states of Australia has
led to the market becoming an
endless feast for bloated local and
overseas corporations.

Shayne Murphy has mentioned
a “two out of four” alternative
to the government’s model. He
argues that pay TV should be
added to the list of media. The
government, Murdoch and Packer
are all bitterly opposed to this for-
mula. It would require Murdoch’s
News Limited and Packer’s PBL
to divest themselves of their inter-
ests in pay TV’s Foxtel if they had
their hearts set on extending their
reach in the big metropolitan mar-
kets. This would definitely NOT
be according to script.

The smaller Seven Network
and its media tycoon, Kerry Stokes,
are expected to support the “two
out of four” idea and vigorously
oppose the current legislation. Being
smaller operators and not having a
place in the cosy pay TV club, they
stand to be the big losers out of the
proposed changes.

In the flurry of takeovers that

would follow the Federal Govern-
ment’s changes, Seven could fall
prey to News Limited, for example.
Expect Seven to campaign hard,
though a little disingenuously, for
diversity and independence in the
Australian media during the coming
months.

John Fairfax Holdings (owners
of The Sydney Morning Herald) are
also likely to be swallowed by one
of the other major media operators.
However, for some time they have
also been advocates of “unfet-
tered” competition in the industry.
Fred Hilmer, current Fairfax head
— and architect of the Federal

s

had the
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Government’s National Competition
Policy —was reported as long ago as
1999 as being unperturbed by the
possibility of deregulation.

Hilmer put it this way when
similar changes to the current ones
were mooted:

“It would clearly improve share-
holder value if we lifted those rules
because we would have a chance to
buy people, people would have a
chance to buy us and there would
be jockeying for positions in the
oligopoly.”

That really says it all. The forces
currently dominating the Australian
media will “jockey for position”

— positions actually strengthened by
access to outside sources of capital
previously declared out of bounds.
Whatever the outcome of that
jockeying, the Australian media,
already one of the most monopolised
of any industrialised country, stands
to become even more concentrated.
The only major media outlets
left would .be public radio and
TV — both of which are on the
government’s agenda for privatisa-
tion and possible foreign ownership
under the WTO’s General Agree-
ment on Trade in Services and in the
government’s much hoped-for Free
Trade Agreement with the US. &

Some lessons from student
anti-war networking

Noam Chomsky once said that the prompt appearance of peace
protests during the build-up to the first Gulf War marked an
improvement in public morality compared to the early years of
the Vietnam War. Looking at the international response to the latest
escalation of US aggression against Iraq, the build up of opposition
is many times faster and larger than ever before.

by Bob Briton

Australia has not been left
behind. People have staged vigils
and mounted pickets and other
actions, often without any prompt-
ing or coordination.

One example among hundreds
is the Adelaide Hills couple that
started their own protest outside the
Stirling electoral office of Foreign
Minister Alexander Downer soon
after the announcement of the inva-
sion of Iraq.

Internationally, big name celebri-
ties have used the Academy Awards
to criticise the aggression. Documen-
tary maker Mike Moore’s acceptance
speech appeared on the front page of
last week’s Guardian.

Locally, Heath Ledger and
Naomi Watts were at the head of a
march in Melbourne on March 20.

Visiting US band Pearl Jam
and the UK’s Massive Attack took
time out of their performances to
condemn the war.

However, the massive pres-
ence of the anti-war movement
on the streets has most to do with
the organisational skills of the
movement and the use of new
technologies.

Last week, students followed up
their other recent successful demon-

strations by supporting strikes and
rallies across the country.

In Adelaide 8000 turned out,
in Brisbane 1000, Canberra 300,
Hobart 300, Launceston 150, Mul-
lumbimby 300, Newcastle 350,
Melbourne 2000, Burnie 30, Lis-
more 700, Geelong 300, Perth 2000,
Sydney 10,000, and in Wollongong
100. All up, around 25,000 students
took their demands to the streets
nationwide.

Many of the students taking part
are still in secondary schools and
even primary schools. They would
have had to negotiate permission
from parents and school authori-
ties to attend in most cases. Many
parents and teachers’ organisations
support the students’ efforts.

The Victorian Branch of the
Australian Education Union asked
its members to read a prepared state-
ment on the war with Iraq.

The recent student protests have
seen a rapid deployment of many
young anti-war protestors. How are
they doing it and what lessons are
there for the broader anti-imperialist
movement?

The traditional means such as
leaflets, stickers, posters, street
stalls, media releases, endorsement
from sympathetic politicians and

the left press are all being used. The
difference this time — by comparison
with the first Gulf War — is that all
these methods are being backed up
by the now ubiquitous Internet.

There is a growing number of
web sites devoted to opposing the
war on Iraq. Students can find links
to other sources of information and
tap into the organisational networks
for peace, environment, anti-globali-
sation and many other issues.

Are the authorities worried
about these developments? You bet
they are!

Even before last week’s huge
student protest in Sydney, NSW
Assistant Police Commissioner
Dick Adams tried to discourage
parents from allowing their children
to attend.

He claimed that police were
in possession of “radical-style”
literature that ... calls on demon-
strators to act out and bring down
the government”.

His remarks betrayed hostility to
the student movement.

Sure enough, the following day
the protests were marred by scuffles
and the much reported throwing of
chairs.

Much of the media coverage
left out the fact that a young
Muslim student had her hijab
violently torn from her head by a
Police Tactical Response Group
(TRQG) officer and that this was the
trigger for most of the disturbance
among protestors.

Police retaliated and trapped
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Student anti-war demonstration in Sydney

protestors between two lines of TRG
officers in Phillip Street for over one
hour, denying them access to toilets,
water, and most importantly, the
freedom to go home.

The media is playing its part in
the campaign to split and divide,
and squash the student movement.
In typical sensational fashion, the
front page of the Daily Telegraph
carried the headline “Hijacked by
hatred”.

“With bottles and knives in their
hands and hate in their hearts, a mob
of violent troublemakers yesterday
ambushed a student anti-war rally
to lead a vicious rampage through
Sydney streets.”

The media added quotes from
police sources about young “Middle
Eastern” males, to stir the racist pot.

Yes, the powers that be are keen
to snuff out this remarkable social
phenomenon, using every trick in
the book.

To counter deliberate police
provocation and intimidation there
is need for student and rally organis-
ers generally to ensure that actions
are well planned and marshalled.

Civil disobedience will grow
as the horror of the US war comes
home.

Carefully planned civil disobe-
dience is much more effective than
impulsive actions which have the
effect, together with the rampage
of the media war lobby, of causing
divisions in the broad anti-war
movement and will also, in all
probability lessen the response of
students as well. &
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LABOUR STRUGGLES

Former Ansett workers still awaiting payment

Eighteen months after the collapse of Ansett Airlines, 15,000 of
the company’s former employees are still waiting for payment of
a total of $400 million in outstanding long service leave and other

entitlements.

by Peter Mac

The company’s collapse left
employees owed hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in entitlements. The
company’s administrators have sold
off most of its physical assets, for
which they received payment of
some $228 million.

The Howard Government also
allocated some $300 million as
a special loan to the company’s
administrators, ostensibly to meet
the entitlement claims of employees,
under a deal called “the Special
Employee Entitlements Scheme for
Ansett Group Employees”.

In order to ... meet the cost of
payments by the Commonwealth”
(i.e. the cost of the loan) under the
entitlements scheme, the govern-
ment also imposed a special levy on
air ticket purchases.

The funds collected from this
levy now amount to considerably
more than would be needed to meet
the remaining employees’ entitle-
ments. However, part of the loan
deal stipulated an initial two months

cap on payments of entitlements to
employees, after which the admin-
istrators were not allowed to make
further entitlement payments until
they had repaid the Government’s
loan.

As a result of this restriction
most employees have received only
half their entitlements, amounting
on average to $25,000 per employee.
One notable exception was Ansett
chief Gary Toomey, who received a
payout of $3.5 million not long after
the airline went into receivership.

The Queensland Branch Sec-
retary of the Australian Services
Union, Julie Bignell, has condemned
the government’s policies towards
the Ansett employees.

She commented recently:
“Unfortunately many people believe
Ansett workers have been paid out
already by the Federal Govern-
ment’s ticket tax, but nothing could
be further from the truth. Not one
cent raised by the so-called Ansett
tax went to Ansett workers.”

In the latest development in this

Cole Commission
delivers for government

The Howard Government has finally released the $60 million
Building Industry Royal Commission’s report. It would come as
no surprise to those following the Commission’s hearings that the
report is a blueprint for the next stage of the government’s attack
on workers’ and trade union rights.

It is also a highly political docu-
ment reflecting the extreme right
agenda of the Howard Government.
It could have been written by the
union-hating Workplace Relations
Minister Tony Abbott.

The report proposes the creation
of a new regulatory body, the Aus-
tralian Building and Construction
Commission, to oversee industrial
relations in the industry.

The Commission would have
an armoury of investigative and
prosecution powers.

Workers and unions in the
industry would be subjected to
a new, harsher than ever regime,
designed to prevent collective
bargaining, end pattern bargaining
and remove trade unions from the
scene.

While the Government origi-
nally claimed that it was setting up
the Commission to deal with corrup-

tion in the unions, the Commission
did not find any such evidence.

The report is as significant for
its omissions as it is for its contents.

There are considerable problems
in the industry, with occupational
health and safety at the top of the list
(one worker in the industry is killed
each week).

Employer tax evasion, phoenix
companies, the failure of companies
to pay workers’ entitlements and
poor training in the industry, are just
some of the other areas that require
urgent action.

Despite this, the report targets
the building and construction unions
for special treatment. If it succeeds
with this, then it will not be long
before an attempt is made to extend
its measures to other unions and
areas of the economy.

The Guardian will carry an analysis of the report
next week. &

long and bitter saga, the Supreme
Court last February found that the
employees were entitled to receive
an extra 10 percent as a superannua-
tion redundancy payment.

However, the trustees of the
Ansett Ground Staff Superannuation
Fund (AGSSF), one of five funds
covering the superannuation com-
ponent of the former employees’
entitlements, have now lodged an
appeal against the Court’s decision.

This action means that redun-
dancy dividend payments that the
Administrators had planned to dis-
tribute to former Ansett employees
will not now be released until after
the appeal is finalised.

Union leaders have condemned
the move, which they describe as
pointless, since the AGSSF doesn’t
have sufficient funds to pay the
extra 10 percent, and legal fees for
the appeal will only reduce whatever
is available.

Ms Bignell explained, “The
decision to appeal is disappointing,
and will only benefit the lawyers. It
is nearly two years since Ansett col-
lapsed, and it is totally unacceptable
for workers to still be waiting on
millions of dollars of entitlements
to be paid.”

Under new legislation, payment
of entitlements to employees of
companies that go bankrupt have
moved up the “priority ladder”
somewhat, and they will now take

Ansett workers rally outside WA Parliament House September 2001

priority over payments to unsecured
creditors.

However, repayment of
secured bank loans will still
take precedence over repayment

of employee entitlements. It’s
still a long way from justice for
employees, but then what would
you expect from the current
government? &3

Sheila Suttner’s
80t Birthday

Saturday 12th April 12, 3pm
339 Oxford St., Leederville, Perth

No presents by request,
but donations to the CPA (WA Branch) welcome
or the cause of your own choice
(write on envelope provided and it will be passed on)
Please bring a plate and/or a bottle of your favourite vintage

RSVP: 9337 1074 (Vic) 9447 6301 (Kevin)
Organised by Communist Party of Australia (WA Branch)
Secretary: Vic Williams

Come along, and join the celebration of
Sheila’s life of dedication to the plight of others

Nipping surveillance in the bud

Union delegates in NSW Premier’s Department have negotiated
what may be the first Australian agreement to restrict employer
surveillance of employee use of the Internet.

The changes to the Depart-
ment’s Acceptable Use of the
Internet and Computer Network
policy restrict the forms of sur-
veillance that management may
undertake and introduces protocols
on handling and destruction of
information about staff use of these
resources.

Union delegate Paul Petersen
says that unions must stop employ-
ers using surveillance as a tool of
control.

Employers often argue for
unfettered rights to monitor Internet
usage to prevent harassment and
fraud but Petersen says that “sur-
veillance is no substitute for good
supervision and proper auditing.
Workers are entitled to privacy”.

“We’ve seen it all before in
call centres. The employers use

monitoring as a substitute for proper
staffing to drive down their labour
costs. The result is high volumes
and low morale.”

The policy:

* requires Premier’s Department
to respect employees’ privacy;

* clearly sets out what forms of
monitoring will take place (it will
not include the content of emails);

« allows and defines “reasonable
personal use”;

« restricts the circumstances
under which a person’s use of the
Internet and computer network may
be investigated,

* requires that any changes to
monitoring or surveillance must be
negotiated with the union;

* prevents summary changes to
a person’s access being used as a
punishment/discipline;

* requires that any investigation
of an individual is conducted in a
fair manner (ie principles of natural
justice apply);

* requires the Department’s
Directors to destroy their monthly
‘volume of Web usage’ reports
after four months to prevent them
digging up old ‘evidence’ to frame
an employee (they may keep the
current month’s report plus the 3
previous reports).

“Most people don’t think
privacy is an issue because they
aren’t looking at porn or committing
fraud”, Petersen says.

“But how would you feel if
people started treating you dif-
ferently because they had made
assumptions about your marital
problems, pregnancy or HIV status?
How would you feel if your con-
fidential exchanges with a union
delegate were being monitored by
management?”’
http://workers.labor.net.au &

Cobar draws line in sand

Cobar residents are expected to turn out in force on Tuesday to
back 90 of their number threatened by the looming sell-off of the
Elura Copper Mine. Long-standing mayor, Lilliane Brady, has
endorsed the protest, along with striking workers’ demands to be

told the truth about their futures.

“This is the last stand of a coun-
try town determined to keep jobs in
its community, “Australian Workers
Union Secretary, Russ Collison,
said.

“These people want to know the
truth. It is the least Pasminco owes
them.

“There is a lot of support for
them in Cobar. We expect most
of the town to attend the rally on
Tuesday.”

Elura is the last fully-unionised
metalliferous mine in NSW with
workers belonging to the AWU,
AMWU and ETU.

It’s future has been uncer-

tain since Pasminco went
into voluntary liquidation in
September, 2001.

Concern deepened with this
week’s announcement that the
company would going back on its
word to operate its Cockle Creek
mine, near Lake Macquarrie, until
at least 2006.

Instead, Pasminco said, Cockle
Creek would close in September.

Collison said the spectre of
Consolidated Broken Hill, under-
stood to be negotiating over Elura,
further complicated the picture for
the unionised workforce.

“CBH has a well-deserved

reputation for being anti-worker and
anti-union”, Collison said.

Elura workers this week voted
to extend their strike “indefinitely”
after, they say, Pasminco’s admin-
istrator “brushed off” requests for
hard information.

In 10 written questions, they
had sought clarifications on the
mine’s future; provisions for owed
entitlements and how they would be
calculated; along with assurances
that existing agreements would be
honoured.

“The administrators didn’t see
fit to answer any of these ques-
tions”, Collison said. “Basically,
they brushed us off and told us to
get back to work on their terms. Our
blokes want them to understand that
attitude is unacceptable.”
Acknowledgements Workers” Online
www.workers.labor.net.ay &
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Memo to Miranda

Get the full picture

Ms Devine, in your Sydney Morning Herald column last week
(“Lofty moralists blind to stark truth”) you accused universities,
and certain media and institutions of the “so-called intellectual
classes”, of preventing Australians from making “the choice between
right and wrong in the most important conflict most of us have
faced”. This, you said, was due to something called “the philosophy
of moral relativism, or situational ethics”.

by Tom Pearson

Well, 1T don’t know the phi-
losophy you refer to, but I do know
that everything is relative, as in
your comparison of the treatment
of prisoners by the Iraqis with the
behaviour of US soldiers; “former
[US] POWs from the first Gulf
War have reported torture, beatings,
broken legs and dislocated shoul-
ders, burning cigarettes pressed into
open wounds, and worse.”

On the other hand, ethically the
situation with the American troops
is pure as the driven snow, or sand
in this case. “By contrast, you have
the photograph which appeared on

reportage is the result of all informa-
tion coming from the one source
— the US military.

There’s the “embedded” jour-
nalists travelling as captive reporters
with US forces, and the official US
media centre in Qatar, all dishing out
a stream of carefully orchestrated
disinformation. Those images of
the invading troops with swaddled
babies and beautiful, sad-eyed
children — should we tolerate such
cynicism, such manipulation, such
hypocrisy?

Miranda, we know that what is
happening in Iraq is the slaughter
of the innocents. And as this war

Those images of the invading troops
with swaddled babies and beautiful,
sad-eyed children — should we tolerate
such cynicism, such manipulation,
such hypocrisy?

the front pages of this newspaper on
Saturday: of two US soldiers, one
cradling the head of an exhausted
Iraqi soldier and pouring water into
his mouth, while the other soldier
prudently holds a rifle to the Iraqi’s
head. I know which side I’d prefer
to be taken prisoner by.”

I am compelled to point out
that the same photographs, the
same images of the war, appeared
in all the mass media. Pictures in
the Fairfax press are printed in the
News Ltd papers: that Herald front
page you sermonised looked exactly
the same as the front page of The
Australian.

Seen relatively one can only
conclude that this homogenous

continues the horrors will inevitably
be revealed: the things being done
to the Iraqi people in the name of
“democracy and freedom” by the
Australian, British and American
militaries you and I could not
conjure up from even the darkest
recesses of our imaginations.

Yet, when it comes to diversity
of information you trained your
sights on two of its sources, Al-
Jazeera and the ABC. You were
even outraged at the national broad-
caster giving the Iraqi Information
Minister some airtime, miniscule
relative to the blanket coverage of
the invaders’ version of the war.
Clearly you believe that “balanced”
reporting is old hat.

In fact, it was on the ABC Radio
National program The Media Report
that we had a glimpse of the extent
of the censorship taking place, and
it came from the Herald’s picture
editor, Michael Bowers.

One photo, of an Iraqi girl being
taken off the back of a truck by her
father, was cropped by the Herald to
hide the fact that both her feet had
been blown off. Asked about the
way images of death and destruction
are dealt with, Mr Bowers said “I
don’t think you need to get those
really gory images out there.”

It would certainly upset readers,
to the point of rage and outrage
against the war. I suggest such anger
would be directed against those who
sent the troops there, and the troops
themselves.

After all, you and I know what
soldiers are trained to do. The pro-
motion of Australia’s military forces
as some kind of humanitarian aid
agency may have succeeded in lull-
ing some people into a false sense of
security.

But we know that soldiers are
trained to obey orders without ques-
tion; that their fundamental, their
overriding reason for existence, is to
kill. And when it comes to politics
you and I also know the abiding
rule: to be duped or not to be duped
- that is the question.

That child’s feet ... that is
war, and Australian troops and the
Prime Minister who sent them are
responsible.

Some might say that in the
battle of ideas, for hearts and minds
if you will, columnists in the mass
media are a tiny brood whose
cacophony of clucking is ampli-
fied out of all proportion by their
prominence on the opinion pages of
the daily press.

Am I accusing you of firing
off your pro-war salvos from
behind the censored photos of the
maimed and the dead? Would that
be moral relativism, or situational
ethics? @&

Protest on Baghdad war damage

The AGM of the Australian Society for the Study of Labour History
(SSLH) (WA Branch) unanimously passed a resolution protesting
to Prime Minister Howard on Australian participation in the
destruction of historical and archaeological features of the city of

Baghdad in the present war.

by Joan Williams

History is nearly always written
by the victors — the culture of the
defeated and its artefacts destroyed,
the language lost, the mover of the
resolution said.

Iraq was the cradle of writing
with a system of symbols 6000
years ago, shared with Egypt, Crete
and Balkan countries.

The treasures held in Baghdad
endangered by the present war
include clay tablets for writing,
dated 2300 BC.

The State Museum of Baghdad
had ancient records, laws, science
and historical texts and archaeo-
logical finds valuable to the whole
world.

In 1938, a German archaeolo-
gist, Dr Wilhelm Konig, employed
by the State Museum of Baghdad,
found 2000-year-old pots excavated
in a village south east of the city
— a find that drastically altered all
concepts of ancient science.

The configuration of copper,
iron and acid and other features
made plain they were ancient elec-
tric cells.

The mover asked: Are such trea-
sures to be lost in the recent war in
which Australia plays a part? Many
of history’s missing pages were torn

out in calamitous invasions over the
centuries.

The President’s and other
reports showed the big projects for
the history of labouring people, such
as the preservation of the Midland
Railway Workshop, together with
the community, had been a great
success.

Annette and Duncan Cameron
and Vic and Joan Williams were
given Honorary Life Membership
for their work in the foundation of
the SSLH (WA). @

( )

Pass it on!

When you've finished this
issue of The Guardian share it
with someone else. Give it to a
friend or workmate, leave it in
the dentist’s or doctor’s waiting

room, at the bus station, on
the train, or give it to your local
library or reading room.

Help The Guardian get around.

Sydney
Walk against the war coalition

No war on Iraq
No Australian involvement

Iraq Peace Vigil

Every Friday 5.30 — 7.30 pm
Sydney Town Hall

Contact:

Hannah Middleton 0418 668 098
Bruce Childs 9386 1240
Nick Everett 0409 762 081
John Hallam 02 9567 7533

AUSTRALIA

REMENKeR,, WE
Do OUR (LG
ETHICALLY

DECTRUCTICN,
CASUALTTR
ETHICS

As the slaughter of the innocent by the Australian, British
and US militaries continues in lIraq, the Howard Govern-
ment has thoughtfully provided 100,000 tonnes of wheat
“in the form of humanitarian food assistance”. This will be
available “as soon as conditions allow”. In a media release
Foreign Affairs Minister Downer and Trade Minister Vaile
waxed lyrical: “For over fifty years Australian wheat grow-
ers have provided the Iraqgi people with high quality wheat
on a timely basis.” Downer and Vaile are “very confident
this relationship will continue in the future”. Of course, they
don’t mean those Iraqgis who have no future because they've
been murdered or maimed by the Coalition of the Killing, their
country devastated, homeless and with no infrastructure,
masses of them turned into refugees in their own country.

In the previous state election 38 percent of prisoners were
entitled to vote. In the most recent elections, a number of
prisoners were still allowed to vote but their limited rights
were further wound back by the Carr Labor Government who
seemed to fear them making a more informed choice. Prison-
ers in the State’s jails were blocked from access to the policies
of the Greens and the Reform the Legal System parties. This
included a ban on the distribution of all how-to-votes and a
proposed meeting with prisoner representatives, as part of a
continuing move to seal off prisons from outside communities.

The Government’'s mandatory detention of asylum seekers
is a gross violation of human rights, innocent men, women
and children locked in isolated prison camps. Sometimes
its inhumanity is magnified when something especially hor-
rific occurs in connection with it. Such was the case of
Puangthong Simaplee, revealed last week. Trafficked into
Australia from Thailand at the age of 12 and forced to work
as a prostitute under 16 years of bonded labour, Ms Sima-
plee was arrested by authorities in September 2001 and im-
mediately locked up in the Villawood Detention Centre. She
died three days later of malnutrition and dehydration aris-
ing from the neglect by authorities of her heroin addiction.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is NSW Premier Bob Carr,
who was re-elected in large part because voters were treated
to a media event cook-off between himself and Liberal Leader
Brogdan to see which of them could boil up the biggest pot of
law-and-order gruel. But the real issues don’t go away and last
week one of them reared its stinky head. The toilets in the State’s
public schools are a disgrace. The NSW Parents and Citizens
Association, the Commissioner for Children and Young People
and paediatrician Dr John Yu have researched bathroom facili-
ties in state schools and found that they are unhygienic, lack
soap and toilet paper and leave students vulnerable to bully-
ing. Girls menstruating are embarrassed by the lack of privacy,
as are disabled children. You will not be surprised to learn that
school cleaning has been contracted out, with cleaners under
pressure from their employers to finish inside prescribed hours.
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Urgent Memorandum from the Centra
mmunist Par

Committee of the Iraqi Co

To:

B Mr Kofi Annan, UN
Secretary General

B Members of the UN
Security Council

B European Union
presidency

B Mr Amro Mousa, Arab
League Secretary
General

B Islamic Conference
presidency

B International Human
Rights Organisations

m All Parties, Organisations
and World Public
Opinion

At dawn, on Thursday 20 March
2003, Iraq suffered what we have
always feared and warned against,
time and again, in recent months.
The US forces launched their first
missile attack on Iraq, thus signal-
ling the breakout of the war they had
been threatening to wage under the
pretexts of either “regime-change”
or the elimination of the country’s
weapons of mass destruction, as
well as other declared objectives.

All these objectives could have
been achieved by using peaceful
means that would have spared our
people and country further suffering
and devastation, and which would
have also paved the way for the
democratic change that the Iraqi
people have been aspiring for.

However, the US administra-
tion has chosen to adopt the worst
available means, thus endanger-
ing people’s lives, damaging the
economy, and jeopardising peace
and security in the area.

It should also be noted that
the decision to go to war was not
only unilateral but also, more
importantly, lacked international
legitimacy, having not exhausted the
various diplomatic means.

Our people have thus been

exposed to another catastrophe of
enormous proportions, compound-
ing the wounds that they had already
suffered as a result of the regime’s
previous wars.

Although the war is continuing,
and despite the fact that the invading
forces have already penetrated Iraqi
territories, it is possible and essen-
tial to put an immediate end to it,
and resume political and diplomatic
efforts, to preserve the lives of the
innocent, and protect our homeland
and its infrastructure from further
devastation.

While we raise our voices to
demand an immediate end to the
war, we cannot at all overlook or
ignore the Iraqi dictatorial regime’s
pivotal responsibility in precipitat-
ing this war, as it has done before.

During the past 12 years, it has
neither eliminated the banned weap-
ons, nor implemented most of the
UN Security Council resolutions,
thus providing the US administra-
tion various pretexts to unleash this
new war.

The tyrant heading the Iraqi
regime continues to oppress our
people, even while missiles rain
down on them, despite many sincere
calls for him to relinquish power
and leave the country, and thereby
spare the Iraqi people the calamities
of war.

The removal of this murderous
adventurous regime, therefore,
remains an essential urgent task
for the Iraqi people, their armed
forces and the patriotic opposition
forces that aspire to a unified federal
democratic Iraq.

In this extremely grave situation,
we call upon you to:

B Press for a halt to the
war, ending US unilateralism in
dealing with the Iraqi issue, and
returning to international legiti-
macy and the UN, acting within

the framework of its responsibili-
ties for preserving security and
peace in the world.

B Act urgently to ensure
that food, medicine and other
basic needs are provided to the
Iragi people, and to work for lift-
ing the economic blockade.

B Ensure the implementa-
tion of the Geneva conventions,
the protection of Iraqi civilians
and infrastructure, and respect-
ing human rights of Iraqgi people
in accordance with relevant
international agreements and
treaties.

®  Send UN human rights
monitors to Iraq, with the task
of preventing violations against
Iraqi civilians, as well as urgently
investigating the fate of thou-
sands of political prisoners and
detainees, with the aim of saving
their lives from physical liquida-
tion by Saddam’s regime under
the cover of war.

B Reject the invasion,
occupation and US military
rule of Iraq, and to ensure that
our Iraqgi people exercise their
right to decide their destiny,
choosing the form of their future
government with their own free
will, without foreign interference
or patronage from any quarter.

B Support convening
an International Conference
on the Iraqi Issue, under UN
auspices, with the participa-
tion of representatives of Iraqi
democratic and patriotic forces,
in order to tackle all aspects of
the Iraqi crisis, put an end to war
and its tragedies, and to open up
prospects for resolving the issue
on the basis of international
legitimacy, so as to ensure
genuine democratic change in
our country.

B Protect Iraqg’s national

wealth and resources, especially
oil, as they belong the Iraqi
people who alone have the right
of disposal over these resources
through democratically elected
constitutional bodies, as well as
protecting Iraqg’s unity and sov-
ereignty.

W Support Iraqi people’s
aspiration to establish a transi-
tional broadly-based coalition
patriotic government which
would ensure democratic
freedoms, and prepare condi-
tions and prerequisites for free
elections under UN supervision,
as an essential step along the
path of building a constitutional
democratic Iraq.

The decision to go to war was not only unilateral, but has no legitimacy

As enormous grave dangers
threaten our people, who are
caught up between the war and
the disastrous policies of the dic-
tatorial regime, we look forward
to your active solidarity and sup-
port for our Iraqi people in their
just struggle to stop the war, get
rid of the dictatorial regime and
build an Iraq of peace, freedom
and dignity: a unified democratic
federal Iraq.

The Central Committeelraqi
Communist Party
Shaglawa,

Iraqi Kurdistan

23 March 2003 &

Duck for cover : Military danger

On March 6, 2003, Federal Member for the Perth seat of Swan, Kim
Wilkie, gave a stark and detailed warning to Federal Parliament
of an accident waiting to happen at Perth International Airport.
He was referring to a possible mishap involving Australian or US
military aircraft. This is an edited version of his speech.

It seems that military aircraft are
using the airport more to load cargo
and to take on fuel.

To date, I have been able to
ascertain that the following military
aircraft have been using Perth Inter-
national Airport on a regular basis: a
US C-5A/B Galaxy, which is a very
large freight aircraft, and the Austra-
lian Boeing 707 refuellers.

But, more importantly, a
Russian An-124 and an Ilyushin
aircraft are using Perth airport.
The An-124 is the world’s largest
freight aircraft.

I have also established that these
aircraft often land and load at Pearce
air base prior to landing and taking
on fuel at Perth.

I am told that they have to do
that because the aircraft is so large
that once they have taken on a full
military payload at Pearce they
cannot take on a full load of fuel and
then reach their destination.

So they have to come from
Pearce, down to Perth airport, refuel
and then take off from our large

international runway in order to get
into the air.

To put that into perspective, a
Boeing 747-400B aircraft, which
is the largest passenger aircraft to
come into Perth, weighs around
374,850 kilos on take-off. That is a
very heavy payload. Of that, about
199 tonnes is fuel.

The Antonov An-124 has a take-
off weight of 405,000 kilos — that
is 405 tonne — and 230 tonne of
that is fuel.

That is an enormous amount of
plane, cargo and fuel flying over our
city and suburbs.

Perth International Airport
ranks fourth in passenger traffic
volume in Australia and is the
principal international, domestic
and regional gateway to Western
Australia for commercial aircraft
and airfreight.

I am talking about approxi-
mately 20,000 people a day using
the two terminals.

In the airport alone, there is
potential for an unmitigated disaster

if one of these military aircraft has
an accident on take-off or landing.

It is located close to Canning-
ton, Kewdale and Belmont, which
are densely populated industrial
and residential areas complete with
schools, child-care facilities and
recreational facilities.

It is not unreasonable to be
nervous at the use of Perth airport
by our military and by US military
aircraft, given that in recent times
we have had three military incidents
in the Perth region.

Firstly, on 2 October 2001, a
Marchetti S211 trainer crashed and
exploded on the Pearce air base.
This was a military flight with a
trainee pilot.

Secondly, on 17 January this
year, a F/A-18 Hornet belonging to
the US Navy ran out of runway and
crashed into bush at Pearce.

Thirdly, a bushfire in the Lance-
lin region of WA was started when a
F/A-18 Hornet dropped non-explod-
ing bomblets in a practice run.

Notwithstanding these inci-
dences in Perth, I have details
of numerous recent air disasters
involving the Antonov An-124 and
the Ilyushin IL-76 TD, which is also
an aircraft that comes into Perth.

Most worrying, on 5 December

in Western Australia

1997 the aircraft — built in 1986
— was leased from the Russian air
force by a cargo company to trans-
port several jet fighters to Vietnam.
Shortly after take-off from
Irkutsk airport at an altitude of
approximately 100 metres, two of
the plane’s engines failed and the
plane crashed into a residential area.
If that were to happen in Perth it
would be an unmitigated disaster.

Security
(or lack thereof)

In recent weeks, Westralia
Airports Corporation received a
request for 10 tonnes of explosives
— that is 10,000 kilograms — to be
loaded on to an Antonov An-124
at Perth airport. This request was
refused.

However, what I found was that
you can load, without any request at
all, up to 3000 kilograms of explo-
sives at any one time.

I have been trying to establish
whether security at our airports has
been upgraded to protect our tourists
and to protect our people in and
around Perth.

Essentially, there has been little
increase in security beyond taking

nail files off passengers prior to
them boarding flights and harassing
disabled passengers or pensioners
when they park their cars near the
airport.

This is not good enough.

Given the appalling safety
record of at least two of the aircraft
being used by the military, they
should not be landing and taking
off from a civilian airport in such a
vulnerable area — not to mention the
added risk to the users of the airport
terminals from the cargoes and the
threat of terrorism.

The reality is that this govern-
ment is prepared to put the general
population at risk of accidents or
acts of terrorism by allowing civilian
airports to be used by the military to
ferry unsafe cargoes on aircraft with
dubious safety records.

In Western Australia, if the
aircraft cannot carry enough fuel
and payload to get off the ground at
Pearce then they can carry enough
fuel to get to Exmouth or Learmont,
which have runways of sufficient
length to actually carry the weight
and size of the aircraft with payload
and fuel.

I challenge the government to
take that option for the good of the
people of Western Australia. &
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Michael Moore shares a few truths

with George W

A Letter from Oscar winning documentary maker Michael
Moore to George W Bush on the eve of War.

Dear Governor Bush

So today is what you call “the
moment of truth”, the day that
“France and the rest of world
have to show their cards on the
table”. I’m glad to hear that this
day has finally arrived. Because, 1
gotta tell ya, having survived 440
days of your lying and conniving,
I wasn’t sure if I could take much
more. So I’m glad to hear that
today is Truth Day, ’cause I got
a few truths I would like to share
with you:

1. There is virtually NO ONE in
America (talk radio nutters and Fox
News aside) who is gung-ho to go
to war. Trust me on this one. Walk
out of the White House and on to
any street in America and try to find
five people who are PASSIONATE
about wanting to kill Iraqis.

YOU WON’T FIND THEM!
Why? *Cause NO Iraqis have ever
come here and killed any of us! No
Iraqi has even threatened to do that.
You see, this is how we average
Americans think: If a certain so-
and-so is not perceived as a threat to
our lives, then, believe it or not, we
don’t want to kill him! Funny how
that works!

2. The majority of Americans
— the ones who never elected you
— are not fooled by your weapons of
mass distraction. We know what the
real issues are that affect our daily
lives — and none of them begin with
ITorendin Q.

Here’s what threatens us: two
and a half million jobs lost since
you took office, the stock market
having become a cruel joke, no one
knowing if their retirement funds
are going to be there, gas now costs
almost two dollars — the list goes on
and on.

Bombing Iraq will not make any
of this go away. Only you need to go
away for things to improve.

3. As Bill Mabher said last week,
how bad do you have to suck to lose
a popularity contest with Saddam
Hussein? The whole world is against

you, Mr Bush. Count your fellow
Americans among them.

4. The Pope has said this war is
wrong, that it is a SIN. The Pope!
But even worse, the Dixie Chicks
have now come out against you!
How bad does it have to get before
you realise that you are an army of
one on this war?

Of course, this is a war you
personally won’t have to fight. Just
like when you went AWOL while
the poor were shipped to Vietnam in
your place.

5. Of the 535 members of Con-
gress, only ONE (Senator Johnson
of South Dakota) has an enlisted
son or daughter in the armed forces!
If you really want to stand up for
America, please send your twin
daughters over to Kuwait right now
and let them don their chemical
warfare suits.

And let’s see every member of
Congress with a child of military
age also sacrifice their kids for
this war effort. What’s that you
say? You don’t THINK so? Well,
hey, guess what — we don’t think
so either!

6. Finally, we love France.
Yes, they have pulled some royal
screw-ups. Yes, some of them can be
pretty damn annoying. But have you
forgotten we wouldn’t even have
this country known as America if it
weren’t for the French?

That it was their help in the
Revolutionary War that won it for
us? That our greatest thinkers and
founding fathers — Thomas Jef-
ferson, Ben Franklin, etc — spent
many years in Paris where they
refined the concepts that lead to our
Declaration of Independence and
our Constitution?

That it was France who gave us
our Statue of Liberty, a Frenchman
who built the Chevrolet, and a pair
of French brothers who invented the
movies?

And now they are doing what
only a good friend can do — tell you
the truth about yourself, straight, no

BS. Quit pissing on the French and
thank them for getting it right for
once.

You know, you really should
have travelled more (like once)
before you took over. Your ignorance
of the world has not only made you
look stupid, it has painted you into a
corner you can’t get out of.

Well, cheer up — there IS good
news. If you do go through with this
war, more than likely it will be over
soon because I’'m guessing there
aren’t a lot of Iraqis willing to lay
down their lives to protect Saddam
Hussein.

After you “win” the war, you
will enjoy a huge bump in the
popularity polls as everyone loves a
winner — and who doesn’t like to see
a good ass-whoppin’ every now and
then (especially when it’s some third
world ass!).

So try your best to ride this
victory all the way to next year’s
election. Of course, that’s still a long
ways away, so we’ll get to have a
good hardy-har-har while we watch

Leonard Peltier speaks out against US war

World-renowned Native American political

prisoner

Leonard Peltier sent the following statement to the March
15 anti-war demonstrations in Washington, DC, and San
Francisco. He is serving two consecutive life sentences
for the shootings of two FBI agents in 1975, despite the
fact that government authorities admit they don’t know
who fired the bullets. The following are excerpts:

This day is no different than that
day in 1975, when I stood up to FBI-
assisted violence on the Pine Ridge
Reservation. What is at stake now is
not very different from then.

The American Government
strong-armed the people of Pine
Ridge, too. Their interest wasn’t to
protect the Indigenous People living
in strife and poverty, who even to
this day can’t make ends meet, but
to support multinational corpora-
tions that even now are only after
the natural resources from a land
rich in uranium.

Iraqi oil is the key. It means

everything in this so-called “War on
Terror”.

But the greed doesn’t end there.
Reports in the last few weeks show
private American corporations’
profiteers like Vice President
Dick Cheney’s former employer
are already in place, ready to take
government contracts to rebuild a
war-ravaged country blown apart
by American bombs and to service
military personnel that this admin-
istration plans to house there. An
occupation force, then.

My own case ended in violent
action by the US Government and

the FBI. In whose interest was this
done? For the people of the Pine
Ridge Reservation? For Native
People throughout this land? For
Indigenous Peoples throughout the
world? In the interest of the Ameri-
can public? This sort of aggression
nearly destroyed my People.

Let my life serve as a reference
point to all of you today. I urge
you to consider the knowledge
Indian people gained in the face of
terrorism. If we had unified early
on, worked together rather than
as separate nations, we may have
prevailed.

These are our brothers and
sisters, Aunties and Uncles, we go
to bomb. I encourage you all to
continue together, united. Speak
with one voice.

Say NO to war!

Aho. Megwetch.

Leonard Peltier
Workers” World &

the economy sink even further down
the toilet!

But, hey, who knows — maybe
you’ll find Osama a few days before
the election! See, start thinking like

THAT! Keep hope alive! Kill Iraqis
— they got our oil!!
Yours,
Michael Moore
www.michaelmoore.com &

And shoot them.

And shoot them.

And shoot them.

And shoot them.

FIRING SQUAD

Saddam Hussein is a bad man
So let’s line up the children of Iraq

Saddam is a very bad man
So let’s line up the mothers of Iraq

We know that Saddam is a bad man
So let’s line up all the old people of Iraq

Saddam is a very bad man
And firing squads are old fashioned
So let’s just bomb Baghdad.

After we’ve bombed the Iragis
With our “shock and awe” two-day plan
Surely they will welcome us as liberators.

Surely the Iraqis will thank Allah
That they have been so fortunate
To have been bombed with such precision.

Surely they will recognise
That Saddam is a very bad man
And their oil is better in our hands.

Saddam Hussein is a very bad man
So let’s line up the children of Iraq

David Krieger

David Krieger is President
Nuclear Age Peace Foundation
PMB 121, 1187 Coast Village Road, Suite 1
Santa Barbara, CA 93108-2794
www.wagingpeace.org
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Day of shame

Today is a day of shame for the British military as it declares
the Iraqi city of Basra, with a stricken population of 600,000, a

“military target”.
by John Pilger

You will not read or hear those
words in the establishment media
that claims to speak for Britain.

But they are true. With Basra
shame is now our signature, forged
by Blair and Bush.

Having destroyed its water and
power supplies, cut off food supply
routes and having failed to crack its
human defences, they are now pre-
paring to lay siege to Iraq’s second
city which is more than 40 per cent
children.

What an ignominious moment
in British history. Here is an
impoverished country under attack
by a superpower, the United States,
which has unimaginable wealth
and the world’s most destructive
weapons, and its “coalition”
accomplice, Britain, which boasts
one of the world’s best “profes-
sional” armies.

Believing their own propaganda,
the military brass has been stunned
by the Iraqi resistance.

They have tried to belittle the
militia defending Basra with lurid
stories that its fighters are killing
each other.

The truth is that the Iraqis are
fighting like lions to defend not a
tyrant but their homeland. It is a
truth the overwhelming majority of
decent Britons will admire.

The historical comparison Tony
Blair and his propagandists fear is
that of the British defending them-
selves against invasion.

That happened 60 years ago
and now “we” are the rapacious
invaders.

Yesterday, Blair said that
400,000 Iraqi children had died in
the past five years from malnutrition
and related causes.

He said “huge stockpiles of
humanitarian aid” and clean water
awaited them in Kuwait, if only

the Iraqi regime would allow safe
passage.

In fact, voluminous evidence,
including that published by the
United Nations Children’s Fund,
makes clear that the main reason
these children have died is an endur-
ing siege, a 12-year embargo driven
by America and Britain.

As of last July, US$5.4 billion
worth of humanitarian supplies,
approved by the UN and paid for by
the Iraqi government, were blocked
by Washington, with the Blair
Government’s approval.

The former Assistant Secretary
General of the UN, Denis Halliday,
who was sent to Iraq to set up the
“oil for food programme”, described
the effects of the embargo as “noth-
ing less than genocide”.

Similar words have been used by
his successor, Hans Von Sponeck.

Both men resigned in protest,
saying the embargo merely rein-
forced the power of Saddam.

Both called Blair a liar.

And now Blair’s troops are
firing their wire-guided missiles to
“soften up” Basra.

I have walked the city’s streets,
along a road blown to pieces by a
US missile. The casualties were
children, of course, because children
are everywhere.

I held a handkerchief over my
face as I stood in a school play-
ground with a teacher and several
hundred malnourished youngsters.

The dust blew in from the
southern battlefields of the 1991
Gulf War, which have never been
cleaned up because the US and Brit-
ish governments have denied Iraq
the specialist equipment.

The dust, Dr Jawad Al-Ali told
me, carries “the seeds of our death”.

In the children’s wards of
Basra’s main hospital, deaths from
a range of hitherto unseen cancers

are common and specialists have
little doubt that up to half the
population of southern Iraq will
die from cancers linked to the use
of a weapon of mass destruction
used by the Americans and Brit-
ish — uranium tipped shells and
missiles.

Once again, the Americans are
deploying what Professor Doug
Rokke, a former US Army physicist,
calls “a form of nuclear weapon
that contaminates everything and
everyone”.

Today, each round fired by US
tanks contains 4500 grams of solid
uranium, whose particles, breathed
or ingested, can cause cancer.

This, and the use by both the
Allies of new kinds of cluster
bombs, is being covered up.

Once again, the British public is
being denied the reality of war.

Images of bandaged children
in hospital wards are appearing on
TV but you do not see the result of a
Tornado’s cluster bombing.

You are not being shown chil-
dren scalped by shrapnel, with legs
reduced to bloody pieces of string.

Such images are “not accept-
able”, because they will disturb
viewers — and the authorities do not
want that. These “unseen” images
are the truth.

Iraqi parents have to look at
their mutilated children, so why
shouldn’t those of us, in whose
name they were slaughtered, see
what they see?

Why shouldn’t we share their
pain? Why shouldn’t we see the true
nature of this criminal invasion?

Other wars were sanitised,
allowing them to be repeated.

If you have satellite TV, try to
find the Al Jazeera channel, which
has distinguished itself with its
coverage.

When the Americans bombed
Afghanistan, one of their “smart”
bombs destroyed the Al Jazeera
office in Kabul. Few believe it was
an accident. Rather, it was a testi-

Objectives not met

In a review of the Iraq war situation after one week a group of
Russian journalists and military experts said that not a single goal
set before the coalition forces was met on time.

They failed:

* to divide Iraq in half along the
An-Nasiriya-Al-Ammara line;

* to surround and destroy the
Iraqi forces at Basra;

* to create an attack group

Brisbane
Tropical Dance
Night Fiesta

Sat 12th April

Ukranian Hall

70 Cordelia St
South Brisbane

Performing:
Salvadorean Folkloric Dance Group,
Gabriela Villatoro,

Night Moves,

D J Lennie

$12 @ door
$10 Prepaid
$8 Mem
Tickets: Ricardo 3899 2076
DJLennie 0410 65 45 90
djlennie@yahoo.com
www.djinterlude.freehomepage.com

All proceeds go to El Salvador &
Guatemala projects

between the Tigris and the Euphrates
with a front towards Baghdad,

* to disrupt Iraq’s military and
political control or disorganise
Iraq’s forces and destroy them.

A whole range of problems
that require their own solutions
was uncovered directly on the
battlefield says the group’s analy-
sis. The combat in Iraq raised
serious concerns about the problem
of co-ordination between units from
different services.

Limited decision-making time
and the ability to detect and to
engage an enemy at a great distance
make “friendly fire” one of the most
serious problems of modern warfare,
they said.

The second problem the Russian
journalists found was the coalition’s
inability to hold on to captured terri-
tory. For the first time since the war
in Vietnam, the Americans have to
deal with a partisan movement with
attacks against the US lines of com-
munication.

A number of technical problems
with equipment were revealed
during combat operations.

The M1A2 Abrams main battle
tank was inadequate for its combat
tasks. The primary problem is the
extremely low reliability of the
tank’s engine and its transmission in
desert conditions.

Heat from the sun, hot sand and
the constantly present hot dust in the
air nearly nullified the advantages
offered by the tank’s turret-mounted
thermal sights.

In general, the US soldiers
showed sufficiently high combat
resilience. Even in the extremely
difficult weather conditions, the
troops maintained control structure
and adequately interpreted the situ-
ation.

However, many feel that they
have been lied to and are openly
talking about the stupidity of the
high command and its gross miscal-
culations.

“Those star-covered Pentagon
idiots promised us a victory
march and flowers. What we got
instead were those damned fanat-
ics fighting for every dune and the
sand squeaking in your ass!” said
one of the wounded recuperating
at a hospital, the Russian group
reports.

Original at:
www.geronautics.ru/news/news002/news082.htm &

=

mony to the channel’s independent
journalism.

Remember, it is not those who
oppose this war who need to justify
themselves, regardless of Blair’s
calls to “support our troops”. There
is only one way to support them
— bring them home without delay.

In 1932, Iraqis threw out their
British colonial rulers. In 1958, they
got rid of the Hashemite monarchy.

Iraqis have shown they can
overthrow dictators against the
odds. So why have they not been
able to throw out Saddam?

Because the US and Britain
armed him and propped him up
while it suited them, making sure
that when they tired of him, they
would be the only alternative to his
rule and the profiteers of his nation’s
resources. Imperialism has always
functioned like that.

The “new Iraq”, as Blair calls
it, will have many models, such as
Haiti, the Dominican Republic and

Wot) NOTICE. THAT
IE HAVEN'T SEEN ANY
TRNCING IN THE STREETS

Nicaragua, all of them American
conquests and American ruled until
Washington allowed a vicious dicta-
torship to take over.

Saddam only came to power
after the Americans helped install
his Ba’ath Party in 1979. “That was
my favourite coup”, said the CIA
officer in charge.

Keep in mind the cynicism
behind these truths when you next
hear Blair’s impassioned insincerity
— and when you glimpse, if you
can, the “unacceptable” images of
children killed and mangled in your
name, and in the cause of what the
Prime Minister calls “our simple
patriotism”.

It’s the kind of patriotism,
wrote Tolstoy, “that is nothing else
but a means of obtaining for the
rulers their ambitions and covetous
desires, and for the ruled the abdica-
tion of human dignity, reason and
conscience.”
www_johnpilger.com &

Massive anti-war

demonstrations
continue

Around the world, millions of people continue to take part in
demonstrations against the war on Iraq.

In Turkey, demonstrators
stoned US vehicles carrying troops
pulling out of the Turkish/Iraq
border region following the refusal
of the Turkish Government to bow
to US pressure and bribery to open
a second northern front against Iraq.

Ninety percent of the Turkish
people remain opposed to the US
war.

Big demonstrations continue
to be held in Palestine, Jordan,
Lebanon and Yemen. In Egypt,
demonstrators expressed their
opposition to the opening of the
Suez Canal to enemies. The Egyp-
tian Government is being strongly
criticised for allowing US warships
to pass through the Canal.

Demonstrators shouted: “Death
to America, death to Israel”; “Death
to traitor Arab leaders”; “We are
with you people of Iraq.”

In Rabat, Morocco 200,000
denounced the “imperialist aggres-
sion”, tore down and burnt posters
advertising McDonalds.

An estimated 200,000 marched
against the war in Peshawar in the
biggest anti-war demonstration in
Pakistan yet held.

In India, 150,000 demonstrated
in Calcutta. This was also the big-
gest anti-war march in India so far.

Angry crowds demonstrated in
Jakarta. The organisers estimated
about 250,000 took part. The
Muslim leader Amien Rais who is
also the leader of the Indonesian
parliament said, “All the Indo-
nesian people without exception
want Bush to withdraw his forces
from Iraq.”

The above only a short list of
anti-war demonstrations held in the
last week. @
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Cuban Government Statement

Cuba acts against saboteurs

Our people have reacted with deep outrage to the public denunciation
of the shameless and repeated acts of provocation by the Chief of
the United States Interests Section in Cuba, James Cason, acts that
have clearly been conceived and carried out as part of the current
US administration’s hostile and aggressive policy towards Cuba,
with the close co-operation and support of the Miami terrorist mob
and the extreme right wing in the United States.

The people’s outrage has grown
even greater in the face of the cow-
ardly and cruel measures of revenge
adopted against the five Cubans who
have been arbitrarily and spuriously
sentenced to unjust, lengthy and in
some cases lifelong prison terms,
far from their homeland and their
families.

The Cuban Government strictly
complies with the norms and
principles that govern diplomatic
relations between states.

It has tried and will continue to
try to act with extreme calm as it
provides and will always provide,
as it does with all others, full guar-
antees for the security of the US
diplomatic personnel who work in
our country.

Nevertheless, Cuba finds itself
obliged to limit the movements of
US diplomatic personnel within
Cuban territory, in reciprocity
with the measures recently adopted
by the United States against our
own diplomatic personnel in
Washington.

No country, no matter how
powerful it may be, has any right
to turn its diplomatic representation
into the organiser, financier, director
and headquarters of activities aimed
at destabilising and subverting the
constitutional order, infringing
the law, conspiring against social
development, boycotting economic

relations, threatening the security
and destroying the independence of
another country.

Using diplomatic facilities,
immunities and exemptions to
openly carry out such activities is
a highly unusual and cynical under-
taking. Thus, the norms provided
by international law will be applied
against this practice.

Obviously, the goal of the
enemies of our Revolution is to
strike out against and damage the
relations and ties of friendship that
have patiently and progressively
been forged between the peoples of
Cuba and the United States, as the
truth has gradually come to light,
despite the deluge of lies and slan-
der that have rained down on public
opinion in the United States and the
world regarding our country and its
unsurpassable record of justice and
humanism, in the midst of an unjust
and ruthless blockade.

We greatly value these relations
with the people of the United States
and we will continue to strive for
them, regardless the difficulties that
may arise.

For these reasons, several dozen
people directly linked with the con-
spiratorial activities carried out by
Mr James Cason have been arrested
by the corresponding authorities
and will stand trial in the courts of
justice.

Middle East

Thousands march against Bush, Sharon

Many thousands of Arab-Palestinian citizens of Israel marched on
Saturday March 22 through the main streets of Nazareth, Sakhnin,
Umm-el Fahm and other Arab inhabited or mixed cities in Israel to
protest against Bush’s aggression against Iraq. At the head of these
marches were Arab Knesset Members, city and village mayors,
and other leading politicians. At all these massive and militant
demonstrations, organised by the Monitoring Committee of the
million-strong Arab minority, Jewish citizens from progressive

and democratic circles took part.

by Hans Lebrecht

In downtown Haifa, at a very
busy street crossing at the Allenby
Street and Wadi Nisnass (near the
Arab Ghetto neighbourhood), a
strong vigil against the Bush war
was held also on Saturday under the
auspices of the Haifa Peace Forum.

“We are protesting the aggres-
sive and destructive war, which
the Bush administration is leading
in Alliance with the old British
colonialists against an Arab nation
in order to gain anew the control of
that country’s oil recourses and en
route to impose the new colonialist
so-called ‘New World Order’ upon
the peoples of Central Asia and
the Middle East” the spokesman
of the Monitory Committee, Abed
Inbitawy stated to the media.

“We do our part in the struggle
to stop that Texas trigger-happy
cowboy policy of Bush and his

accomplices, who are causing pain
and sufferings to the people of
Iraq”.

He added that those demon-
strations are also directed against
the Sharon Government policies
towards the Palestinian brothers and
sisters in the occupied territories,
“which are likely to get dangerously
worse under cover of the war on
Iraq”.

He stressed that the actions are
in no way supporting the Saddam
Hussein regime in Iraq, the fate of
which is the sole matter of the Iraqi
people, but are directed against the
war criminal Bush-Blair assault
against Iraq started in contravention
of the United Nations Charter and
the Security Council position.

Already on Thursday last week,
hundreds of anti-war militants of
the Gush-Shalom peace bloc, the
Women4Peace coalition, the Alter-
native Center, a group of occupation

army service objectors (representing
more than a thousand objectors,
officers and men), and other groups
of the peace coalition held a vigor-
ous “moving vigil” in front of the
Defence Ministry in Tel-Aviv.

They moved from one entrance
gate to the others around the huge
ministry compound, in which also
the Army Headquarters are situated,
bordering on three streets. At one
gate, the protestors were attacked by
Military Police forces and mounted
police, and dispersed.

Some of the protestors were
temporarily detained. However the
anti-war vigil participants assembled
again at the next gate and continued
their action with even more vigor.

In almost all of the Israeli
occupied Palestinian cities in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip, huge,
exceptionally militant demonstra-
tions and mass rallies took place
over weekend.

“Stop the USA-British war
crime aggression against our Iraqi
brother nation!”, “Long live Saddam
Hussein, the heroic defender of
the Arab Nation against the brutal
colonialist Bush war!”, and “Stop
the Bush-Sharon Terror Alliance!”,
were some of the placards and
banners held high and sung out in
rhymes. &

The Revolution has often been
generous and tolerant by virtue of
its immense political strength and
its capacity to withstand all kinds of
aggression in all areas. It has dem-
onstrated this throughout 44 years.

It demonstrated it from a
human perspective with the Bay of
Pigs mercenaries, who spent barely
a few months in prison; with the
hundreds of counter-revolutionar-
ies involved in assassination plots
against the leaders of the Revolu-
tion; and with the thousands who
have perpetrated acts of sabotage
and other crimes, all of them at
the service of the US Government,
and have been released before fully
serving their prison sentences, and
even allowed to travel to and reside
in the United States.

Adequately severe laws against
serious acts carried out in complicity
with the enemy that seeks to destroy
us have not been applied, although

This should not lead anyone to
believe that acts of treason at the
service of a foreign power, which
threaten the security and interests
of our heroic country will meet with
guaranteed impunity.

Generosity and tolerance cannot
be expected of the Revolution when
we are witnesses to such brutal and
abhorrent acts as the cruel and inhu-
man treatment being endured by our
five heroic compatriots, who risked
their lives to defend their people and
even the people of the United States
from terrorism and death, while
mercenaries with neither scruples
nor conscience, the vast majority of
them full-time loafers that live off of
selling shreds of the homeland for
the gold of the empire, expecting
impunity.

Those who are familiar with the
Cuban Revolution know very well
that it is not given to bluffing, and
that there is no power in the world

they are fully in force.

_@ Global briefs

that can intimidate it. &

CHINA: China has officially supplied the USA with the ad-
dress of its embassy in Baghdad. Back in 1999 the Chinese
embassy in Belgrade was precision-bombed with the ex-
cuse that an old map had been used to calculate the target.

AFGHANISTAN: Opium cultivation has reached record levels
in Afghanistan. The proceeds from the drug’s industry last year
were US$1.4 billion compared with the US$1.2 billion internation-
al aid that flowed into the country. Opium production was banned
by the Taliban in 1999. Only 1,685 hectares were cultivated the
following year, according to the US State Department. Last
year, however 30,750 hectares were harvested. This makes Af-
ghanistan the world’s number one exporter of heroin precursors.

SERBIA: March 24 was the fourth anniversary of the start of the
NATO war against Yugoslavia. The first bombs were dropped
on Pristina and other parts of the Serbian province of Kosovo.
Then came the bombing of airfields, command posts, barracks,
military depots, radars and civilian targets. The war against Yu-
goslavia, just as the current war against Iraq, was not approved
by the UN Security Council. In over 78 days of continuous
bombing of Yugoslavia, more than 2000 civilians were killed,
90 children among them. NATO called their deaths “incidental
casualties”. One thousand servicemen and policemen died of
bombs, cruise missiles and in clashes with Albanian terrorists.
Bombardments destroyed, or seriously damaged 200 industrial
enterprises, oil tanks, energy facilities, infrastructure (including
82 railway and motor bridges). After the “regime change” in Oc-
tober 2000, Western states refused to pay damages to Belgrade.

VENEZUELA: Representatives from more than 80 countries
will take part in the World Solidarity Forum with the Venezu-
elan Bolivarian Revolution to be held from April 10-13 in the
capital Caracas. The event will take place at the time of the
first anniversary of the coup on April 11 and the civilian-military
response which put an end to the coup 48 hours later. The
organising committee said the gathering was a response to
the growing worldwide movement of solidarity with Venezuela.

USA: The new policy announced by US Homeland Secu-
rity Secretary Tom Ridge on March 18, 2003, on the indefi-
nite detention of certain groups of legal asylum seekers in
the United States drew fire from human rights organisations
and Islamic bodies. The policy is part of “Liberty Shield”, a
national plan allegedly designed to “increase protections for
America’s citizens and infrastructure”. It states that “Asylum
applicants from nations where Al-Qaeda, Al-Qaeda sympathi-
sers, and other terrorist groups are known to have operated
will be detained for the duration of their processing period.”
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They will be judged
by their behaviour

When a Canberra suburb was an
inferno during that terrible bush-
fire I thought of Iraqi civilians. A
friend of mine was in Canberra
at that time and she said that she
“had seen hell”. Four lives were
lost, all of them had names and
we saw their pictures.

We grieved with their loved
ones as if they were our own. In a
way they were — we are all part of
humanity.

Next day, radio callers kept in
touch, calls for fresh water went
out and help was immediately on
the way.

Child psychologists were on
hand to help with children’s fears
and long-term effects the strong,
negative experience might have on
them.

All the while there was that
incredible sadness about other
children — those in Baghdad and
Basra and many other cities and
villages nobody even knows the
names of.

There was a talk of war and it
was clear even then that the US was
ready and very willing to attack.
Nobody was too keen to discuss
what sort of trauma those other chil-
dren were about to go through.

When Bush was about to bomb
Afghanistan, he had called on
American children to “give a dollar”
for an Afghan child.

Then of course they mistakenly
wrapped food and ordinance in

the same bright yellow packaging
and god knows how many Afghani
children had been maimed.

They are trying to sell the same
story again, wrapped in “liberation”
and “humanitarian war” wrapping.
Can’t they figure out the difference
between liberation and occupation?

Say somebody would want to
“liberate” Australia for whatever
reason — I assure you, as much as |
despise the Howard regime, as they
say, my first priority will be to pro-
tect the country, Howard and all.

People have dignity, unlike their
rulers.

And there is another thing that
absolutely drives me crazy. Before
the first Gulf War Iraq had quite
high living standards. The first thing
that the Americans did at the time
was to destroy water and sewerage
systems among other things.

Now, who was it that had
destroyed the water supply system
in Basra now? And who is standing
outside Basra, armed to the teeth
and crying crocodile tears about
poor civilians without proper water
supply?

And 100,000 children in a
besieged city ...

Once again, “humanitarian aid”
is on its way. Preceded and followed
by “surgical strikes”, “collateral
damage”, “friendly fire”. Just call it
slaughter and be done with it.

And while throwing bombs
and rockets and killing people, aid
organisations call for donations
for an “urgent Iraqi crisis”. In the
case of UNICEF Australia, it is an
ultimate in surrealism. I believe

Mrs Hill, the wife of the Defence
Minister is in charge of the organisa-
tion or is very close to the top.

So while her husband is nomi-
nally in charge of bombing, she is
in charge of collecting donations for
those bombed. A neat arrangement,
isn’t it?

Is there any shred of decency
left anywhere in government? I can’t
believe that every Liberal member is
a warmonger but it certainly looks
that way judging by their behaviour
in following the leader.

Total and blind obedience will
not necessarily save them if it comes
to answering for war crimes in the
International Court. After all, the
war is not legal and every action has
its consequences.

Julia M
Fairfield, NSW

No limits to obscenity

It’s hard to imagine how any
human being could think up
such horrors or such a scenario.
The audacity is beyond belief, as
is their blatant criminality and
cruelty.

First, under the cover of the UN,
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction
(many of them sold to Iraq by the
US) are destroyed.

Then again using the auspices
of the UN inspectors, the US checks
out every nook and cranny of Iraq,
its remaining weapons capability,
Saddam Hussein’s palace, and who
knows what else.

When the weapons are stripped

and the spying complete, the US
then tries to use the name of the UN
to occupy Iraq. When they cannot
bully and coerce a majority of the
UN Security Council into support-
ing their aggression on Iraq, they go
in anyway.

Forget the fig leaf of the UN,
they have by and large disarmed and
sussed out the territory, and get on
with the war.

But even after all of that, they
are finding that even with all their
military might, it is not so easy
when they do not have the support
of the Iraqi people.

The Iraqi people hate Saddam,
but that doesn’t mean they want to
be occupied by the US.

The US should have learnt better
in Vietnam. Star wars will not defeat
guerrilla warfare.

Howard must bring our troops
home, close Pine Gap and end the
US alliance. If he won’t do that then
give him a green card for the USA.

J Hamilton
Sydney NSW

Good cop, bad cop
is being played in
Canberra by the ALP
and the coalition.

Acting on the supposition that
John Howard will lose the next elec-
tion because of the war in Iraq, the
ALP is positioning itself to be the
next little deputy sheriff for George
Bush.

It is paying lip service to oppos-
ing the war in Iraq, thereby gaining
brownie points with the electorate at
large, while continuing its vitriolic
demonising of North Korea, thereby
gaining brown-nosing points with
the United States.

Col Friel
Alawa, NT

Got something to say?

Then write it down
and send it to us.
(Up to 400 words preferred)

Email the PM

Send an email to the Prime Minister: www.pm.gov.au

Better still, don’t stop at one email,
but do it regularly and as often as you can.
Tell him you why oppose the war.
Tell him to bring back Australia’s troops.
Encourage others to do the same, your family, friends, & colleagues.

If emailing is not possible, then write to him at
Parliament House, Canberra, ACT 2600.

Culture
& Life

“Moscow Trials”

The “Moscow Trials” of the 1930s
were a god-send to anti-Soviet
propagandists. Stalin, they
exclaimed, was eliminating the
“old Bolsheviks” and “destroy-
ing the Soviet army”. The
hitherto fiercely anti-Communist
Hearst Press in the US actually
proclaimed that Stalin was
“betraying the Revolution” (as
if they would care!).

by Rob Gowland

More sober-minded observers
saw things differently: the Soviet
Government was rooting out and
destroying the Nazi and Japanese
fifth column in the USSR.

Joseph E Davies, the US Ambas-
sador to the Soviet Union at the time,
could best be described as a liberal
democrat, whole-heartedly dedicated
to the best features of bourgeois
democracy and with an abhorrence
of fascism.

A lawyer by profession, Davies
attended all the trials.

As ecarly as February 1937,
even before the full extent of the
interlinked conspiracies was known,
Davies reported to US Secretary
of State Cordell Hull that he had
talked to “many, if not all, of the
members of the Diplomatic Corps
here and, with possibly one excep-
tion, they are all of the opinion that
the proceedings established clearly
the existence of a political plot and
conspiracy to overthrow the govern-
ment”.

While the US Government
no doubt welcomed an accurate
assessment, it suited US capital
(and capital everywhere) to depict
the trials as “Stalin’s vengeance on

Trotsky” and the product of “Stalin’s
Oriental vindictiveness”.

Anti-Soviet propagandists of
every stripe, from the ultra-Left to
avowed Nazis, engaged in a shrill
campaign of misrepresentation
around the trials that has continued
virtually without let-up to this day. It
surfaced again just recently with the
50" anniversary of Stalin’s death.

But, in view of what took place
in Europe a scant year or two later,
can anyone seriously doubt that the
Nazis would have been assiduously
striving to develop a fifth column in
the USSR?

The Soviet Union was always
the main target of Nazi expan-
sionist aims. It follows that the
same program of subversion and
conspiracy that Germany pursued
in other European countries would
have been pursued towards the
USSR.

Anti-Soviet emigré circles
were fostered and supported, their
contacts in the USSR developed
and organised. Approaches were
made to every member or potential
member of any identifiable “politi-
cal opposition”, with financial and
organisational aid and the prospect
held out of being placed in power
over at least part of the country by a
victorious Germany.

Ambitious or malleable officers
would be sought out, flattered,
encouraged, subtly urged towards
treason. Germany did it with the
major power to the West (France).
Is it conceivable that they did not try
to do the same with the major power
to the East?

Of course it is not. In fact, the
Soviet authorities had to arrest, and
later shoot, Marshall Tukhachevsky,
Assistant Commissar of War, and
seven other generals, for plotting a
pro-German coup.

Davies was not misled. He
informed Cordell Hull, “The danger
of the Corsican for the present has
been wiped out” (a reference to
ambitious military officers who
develop Napoleonic tendencies and
stage Pinochet-style coups to seize
power).

A coup against Stalin would not have prevented WW2

Soviet Foreign  Minister
Litvinov told Davies that “We are
doing the whole world a service
in protecting ourselves against the
menace of Hitler and Nazi world
domination”.

During the Cold War, Davies
was traduced as, at best, a dupe and,
at worst, an agent of the Kremlin.
This would be the fate of many
of the best people in Roosevelt’s
administration.

Claims that the trials of the
1930s were genuinely to do with a
real conspiracy against the Soviet
Government, that they did concern
an anti-Soviet and pro-Nazi plot
to stage a coup, were —and are still
— pooh-poohed in the bourgeois
media and dismissed by bourgeois
politicians.

Such claims were then and are
still today derided as “Communist
propaganda”. Our old friend Paul
Monk, however, has an entirely dif-
ferent take on the whole affair.

In his article in The Australian
Financial Review of February 21,
2003, Monk not only admits there

was a coup plot, he positively brags
about it (on behalf of his favourite
Soviet defectors Alexander Orlov
and Walter Krivitsky).

In Monk’s eyes, the coup
conspirators are the good guys.
They were anti-Stalin, you see.
The conspirators, including Tukh-
achevsky and other military figures,
were going to “overthrow Stalin in a
coup d’état, denounce him and then
execute him”.

With stupefying understatement,
Monk writes: “Had the coup suc-
ceeded, it would have had the most
momentous consequences”. These,
in his view, include “possibly ... no
World War 11!

I can think of a few conse-
quences, too, but that is definitely
not one of them.

Significantly, Monk separates
the military conspirators from the
other more “political” conspirators
(he simply dismisses the other trials
as part of “Stalin’s purges”).

This allows him to rake up as
motivation for his non-political
military conspirators the alleged dis-

covery in 1937 of an Okhrana [the
Tsarist secret police] file proving
that Stalin was in fact a secret Tsar-
ist agent (“an agent provocateur for
the Okhrana within the Bolshevik
Party before the Revolution”). Oh,
give me strength!

A good lie never loses its cur-
rency, does it? I can remember this
hoary old anti-Soviet claim being
gleefully pedalled in the media
here the day after Stalin died. It
was just as laughable then as it had
been when it first surfaced amongst
the anti-Stalin inventions of the
mid-"30s.

It was still laughable when it
was repeated in Alexander Orlov’s
own book, The Secret History of
Stalin's Crimes, as the motivation
for the Tukhachevsky coup attempt
(Orlov claims one of the GPU offi-
cers supposedly shown the file was
his cousin).

Hilariously, Monk solemnly
intones: “Whether he [Stalin]
found and destroyed all copies of
the incriminating Okhrana file has
never been established”. &
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Rob Gowland

previews

ABC & SBS public
television programs

Sun April 6 ~
~ Sat April 12

I vividly recall seeing a few years
ago some WW2 Soviet news
footage of street fighting. Some
Red Army soldiers leap out of a
ground floor window to advance
on another building. The last
one out the window vanishes in
a small puff of smoke.

He apparently stepped on a
mine. One second he’s there, the
next he’s gone. The incident is so
non-flamboyant it is actually prosaic
— and gut-wrenchingly shocking.

From the Spanish Civil War to
the Vietnam War, combat camera-
men did their best to capture the
reality of war, not just the killing
but all the other behind-the-lines
horror. Remember the famous shot
of a “fuzzy-wuzzy angel” guiding
a blinded, dying Aussie soldier
through the mud of the Kokoda
Trail?

The images of the Vietnam War
were brought into living rooms by
TV, and nightly doses of horror were
found to strengthen not “the nation’s
resolve” but the anti war movement.

Since then, the US and other
imperialist governments have
made sure that media coverage of
wars is closely and carefully stage-
managed.

But what of the Vietnamese
cameramen who filmed the war
against the US? They had less
resources and virtually no TV, so
they filmed with cine-cameras for
use in halls and caves.

But they too were constrained
in what they could film: theirs was
a war of national liberation and their
films were part of that struggle.

Dwelling on hardships, death
and destruction was rightly thought
unlikely to raise morale, but it has
meant that historically there is an
imbalance in the record of the War
from the Vietnamese side.

This is acutely felt by the
surviving cameramen who shot the
footage, several of whom are inter-
viewed in Grilled Rice: Vietnamese
War Cameramen (SBS 8.30pm
Sunday).

Mai Loc and Khoung Me, two
veterans from the war against the
French, tell of acquiring the first
cameras and instruction manuals.
Mr Xuong, a travelling projectionist
during both the French and US wars,
recalls projecting their films along
the 17th Parallel and remembers
how the public reacted to the films.

Grilled Rice features unique
and previously unseen footage,
including the capturing of American
pilots from a downed US aeroplane.
After the war, many Vietnamese war
documentary films disappeared,
destroyed by humidity and lack of
money to preserve them.

Written in the mid-"30s and

popularised by Billie Hol-
iday in 1939, the song Strange Fruit
is a bitter and harrowing descrip-
tion of a lynching. Lynchings — of
blacks, Jews and labour organisers
— were rife in US in the *30s.

Strange Fruit became a staple
in Billie Holiday’s career and many
people mistakenly assume that
the song was written by Holiday
herself. But in fact the words and
music were actually written by Abel
Meeropol, a New York City public
school teacher and a Jew of Russian
immigrant origin who published
music under the name Lewis Allan.

Meeropol’s other best known
composition is The House I Live In,
marvelously sung by Paul Robeson
and not so well by Frank Sinatra.
Abel Meeropol is also known for
having adopted, with his wife Anne,
the orphaned children of Julius and
Ethel Rosenberg in 1953.

The tale of the song Strange

WORTH WATCHING

Unique and previously unseen footage (Grilled Rice: Vietnamese War Cameramen)

Fruit is the subject of True Stories:
Strange Fruit (ABC 10.00pm
Thursday). Produced, directed,
written and edited by Joel Katz,
it tells a dramatic story of the
American past using this song as its
epicentre.

It reflects on the lives of
African-Americans, immigrant
Jews, anti-communist government
officials, radical Leftist organisers,
music publishers and jazz musi-
cians.

he Australian film The Club

(ABC 11.30pm Thursday)
is a splendid example of what can be
done with a good script, competent
direction and first rate acting. Jack
Thompson, Graham Kennedy,
Frank Wilson and John Howard are
all excellent, but Kennedy is the
standout.

he Canadian Documentary,

Faith And Fortune: The
Reichmann Story, screening on As
It Happened this week (SBS 7.30pm

ATTACK

The US war against Iraq — Some perspectives $6 (p&p $2)
This special issue of Third World Resurgence was reviewed in last week’s Guardian by Anna Pha. It's extremely well
informed writers and commentators have written background articles on Bush’s war against Iraq. “The problem that the
globe faces today is not Iraq, but the United States”, writes Claude Alvares. “Iraq has been fundamentally disarmed”,
says former UN weapons inspector Scott Ritter. This special issue is not to be missed. (pp 72)
My country, the world $10 (p&p $1.50) by Justina Williams
This booklet of poems by Justina Williams moves easily in the Australian environment, equally at home in the city or
country, building her poems on a wide range of experience, people and places. Justina Williams is a sensitive voice for
women, especially those who are becoming more deeply involved in the issues of peace or war. She handles simply
and compassionately the reaction of the individual to love and birth, suffering and death. (p 68)
“No Blood for Qil” T-shirt $16 (p&p $2.50)
Quality. Black and red illustration on a white shirt.
Sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL
FRIDGE MAGNETS $2 (p&p $1 for up to 5)
Two designs: Purple with white peace dove;
Red with No Attack on Iraq
Order from SPA Books 65 Campbell Street,
Surry Hills. NSW 2010
Ph: (02) 9212 6855; Fax: (02) 9281 5795
email: cpa@cpa.org.au
Payment by Cheque, Money Order

soon

Saturday), chronicles the rise and
fall of one of the world’s most secre-
tive and wealthy families.

The Reichmann family’s prop-
erty holdings constituted the greatest
real estate empire the world has ever
seen. The story begins in Hungary
and moves to pre-war Vienna.

Unlike the  Rothschilds,
Warburgs and some other wealthy
European Jewish families, the
Reichmanns never abandoned their
fundamentalist adherence to ultra-
Orthodox Jewish law.

Fleeing the Nazis, the family
made it to Tangiers. Here there were
ample opportunities for a smart
operator to play both sides against
the middle, or as the program’s
sanitised commentary puts it:

“It was there in the International
Zone with its utter absence of com-
mercial restraints, among the Nazi
agents and Allied spies, that the
modern family’s patriarch, Samuel
Reichmann, built a fortune as a cur-
rency trader.”

After the war, the family emi-
grated to Canada, where they went
into real estate, first in Toronto, then
in New York. “The family fortune
swelled, and the Reichmanns seem-
ingly single-handedly revitalised
Jewish ultra-Orthodoxy around the
globe, giving away almost a billion
dollars to charitable causes.”

No doubt Zionist causes in Israel
received a fair share of this largesse.

he ABC is dusting off its
collection of RKO Astaire
& Rogers musicals for a “mini-
festival” of the famous dance team’s

films on Saturday nights. Not half as
much fun as watching them on a big
screen in a cinema, this is neverthe-
less better than nothing.

For reasons passing understand-
ing, the eight films in the series are
being shown in no discernible order.
As a consequence, the series begins
with one of the team’s weaker
efforts, Follow the Fleet (ABC
10.30pm Saturday).

Made in 1936, it was a remake
of an old silent called Shore Leave
(itself adapted from a play by
Hubert Osborne) that had already
been remade six years earlier as Hit
The Deck.

Fred played an ex-hooofer
turned sailor who meets up again
with his former dancing partner
(Ginger) working as a dance hall
hostess. Lucille Ball is outstanding
in her small role as one of Ginger’s
co-workers.

As the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art noted in 1977, in
this film Astaire and Rogers “sing
and dance some of Irving Berlin’s
best songs, notably the classic Let’s
Face the Music and Dance which
was one of the high points of the
team’s creative efforts”.

Randolph Scott and Harriet
Hilliard provide the secondary love
interest, and as the Museum rather
sniffily (but accurately) notes:
“Their situation and dialogue unwit-
tingly epitomise male chauvinism
and the repession of women”.

Next week is the team’s master-
piece, the extavagant, amazing Top
Hat. &
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Every Friday night 6pm — 7.45pm
Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills

(across from the Chalmers St exit and Devonshire St tunnel at Central Station)
Dinner afterwards in the Royal Exhibition Hotel across the road

April 4
PALESTINE — CENTRAL ISSUE. WHY IS IT PUSHED OFF
THE AUSTRALIAN POLITICAL AGENDA?
Ephraim Nimni, Senior Lecturer International Relations, UNSW
Sari Kassis, Palestine Human rights Campaign
April 11
FINANCING THE STATE OF THE NATION
- WHO’S AFRAID OF THE BIG BAD DEBT?
Frank Stilwell, Prof Economics, Sydney Uni
Ingrid Schraner, Uni W Sydney
John Rappell, Australian Financial Markets Association
April 18
Good Friday
April 25
Anzac Day
The Gaelic Club, like all clubs, is required to have non members sign in.
To avoid queues you may wish to become a social member for $5.

Ing: Pat Toms 9358 4834 pbtoms@bigpond.com ; Jan O’Leary 9818 3737,
jol@pnc.com.au PO Box 325 Rozelle NSW 2039 ; Win Childs Fax 9660 6554
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UN resolutions vetoed by the USA

1972-2002

1972:
1973:

1976:
1976:
1976:
1976:
1978:

1978:
1978:
1978:

1979:

1979:
1979:

1979:
1979:
1979:
1979:
1979:
1979:
1979:
1979:

1979:
1979:
1979:
1979:
1980:
1980:
1980:
1980:
1980:

1980:

1980:
1980:
1980:
1980:
1980:

1981:
1981:

1981:
1981:
1981:

1981:
1981:

1981:

1981:
1981:

1982:
1982:
1982:
1982:

1982:
1982:

Condemning Israel for killing hundreds of people in Syria and Lebanon in air raids.
Affirming the rights of the Palestinians and calling on Israel to withdraw from the
occupied territories.

Condemning Israel for attacking Lebanese civilians.

Condemning Israel for building settlements in the occupied territories.

Calling for self determination for the Palestinians.

Affirming the rights of the Palestinians.

Urging the permanent members (USA, USSR, UK, France, China) to insure United
Nations decisions on the maintenance of international peace and security.

Criticising the living conditions of the Palestinians.

Condemning the Israeli human rights record in occupied territories.

Calling for developed countries to increase the quantity and quality of development
assistance to underdeveloped countries.

Calling for an end to all military and nuclear collaboration with the apartheid South
Africa.

Strengthening the arms embargo against South Africa.

Offering assistance to all the oppressed people of South Africa and their liberation
movement.

Concerns over negotiations on disarmament and cessation of the nuclear arms race.
Calling for the return of all inhabitants expelled by Israel.

Demanding that Israel desist from human rights violations.

Requesting a report on the living conditions of Palestinians in occupied Arab countries.
Offering assistance to the Palestinian people.

Discussing sovereignty over national resources in occupied Arab territories.

Calling for protection of developing countries’ exports.

Calling for alternative approaches within the United Nations system for improving the
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Opposing support for intervention in the internal or external affairs of states.

For a United Nations Conference on Women.

To include Palestinian women in the United Nations Conference on Women.
Safeguarding rights of developing countries in multinational trade negotiations.
Requesting Israel to return displaced persons.

Condemning Israeli policy regarding the living conditions of the Palestinian people.
Condemning Israeli human rights practices in occupied territories — three resolutions.
Affirming the right of self determination for the Palestinians.

Offering assistance to the oppressed people of South Africa and their national liberation
movement.

Attempting to establish a New International Economic Order to promote the growth of
underdeveloped countries and international economic co-operation.

Endorsing the Program of Action for Second Half of United Nations Decade for Women.
Declaration of non-use of nuclear weapons against non-nuclear states.

Emphasising that the development of nations and individuals is a human right.

Calling for the cessation of all nuclear test explosions.

Calling for the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples.

Promoting co-operative movements in developing countries.

Affirming the right of every state to choose its economic and social system in accord
with the will of its people, without outside interference in whatever form it takes.
Condemning activities of foreign economic interests in colonial territories.

Calling for the cessation of all test explosions of nuclear weapons.

Calling for action in support of measures to prevent nuclear war, curb the arms race and
promote disarmament.

Urging negotiations on prohibition of chemical and biological weapons.

Declaring that education, work, health care, proper nourishment, national development,
etc are human rights.

Condemning South Africa for attacks on neighbouring states and apartheid, and attempts
to strengthen sanctions — seven resolutions.

Condemning an attempted coup by South Africa on the Seychelles.

Condemning Israel’s treatment of the Palestinians, human rights policies, and the
bombing of Irag — 18 resolutions.

Condemning the Israeli invasion of Lebanon — six resolutions (1982 to 1983).
Condemning the shooting of 11 Muslims at a shrine in Jerusalem by an Israeli soldier.
Calling on Israel to withdraw from the Golan Heights occupied in 1967.

Condemning apartheid and calls for the cessation of economic aid to South Africa — four
resolutions.

Calling for the setting up of a World Charter for the protection of the ecology.

Setting up a United Nations conference on succession of states in respect to state
property, archives and debts.

1982:

.

1982:
1982:
1982:
1982:
1982:

1982:
1983:

1984:
1984:
1984:
1984:

1985:
1985:
1985:

198s5:
1986:
1986:
1986:
1986:
1986:
1986:

1987:
1987:
1987:
1987:
1987:
1987:

1987:

1987

Nuclear test bans and negotiations and nuclear free outer space — three resolutions.
Supporting a new world information and communications order.

Prohibiting chemical and bacteriological weapons.

Development of international law.

Protecting against products harmful to health and the environment.

Declaring that education, work, health care, proper nourishment, and national
development are human rights.

Development of the energy resources of developing countries.

Resolutions about apartheid, nuclear arms, economics, and international law — 15
resolutions.

Condemning support of South Africa in its Namibian and other policies.
International action to eliminate apartheid.

Condemning Israel for occupying and attacking southern Lebanon.

Resolutions about apartheid, nuclear arms, economics, and international law — 18
resolutions.

Condemning Israel for occupying and attacking southern Lebanon.

Condemning Israel for using excessive force in the occupied territories.

Resolutions about co-operation, human rights, trade and development — three
resolutions.

Measures to be taken against Nazi, Fascist and neo-Fascist activities.

Calling on all governments (including the USA) to observe international law.
Imposing economic and military sanctions against South Africa.

Condemning Israel for its actions against Lebanese civilians.

Calling on Israel to respect Muslim holy places.

Condemning Israel for sky-jacking a Libyan airliner.

Resolutions about co-operation, security, human rights, trade, media bias, the
environment and development — eight resolutions.

Calling on Israel to abide by the Geneva Conventions in its treatment of the Palestinians.
Calling on Israel to stop deporting Palestinians.

Condemning Israel for its actions in Lebanon — two resolutions.

Calling on Israel to withdraw its forces from Lebanon.

Co-operation between the United Nations and the League of Arab States.

Calling for compliance in the International Court of Justice concerning military and
paramilitary activities against Nicaragua and a call to end the trade embargo against
Nicaragua — two resolutions.

Measures to prevent international terrorism, study the underlying political and economic
causes of terrorism, convene a conference to define terrorism and to differentiate it from
the struggle of people from national liberation.

: Resolutions concerning journalism, international debt and trade — three resolutions.
1987:
1987:
1987:
1987:
1988:

1989:
1989:

1989:
1989:
1989:
1989:
1990:
1995:
1997:

1999:
2001:
2001:
2002:

Note: During the ’80s, the UN was concerned with Saddam Hussein’s use of chemical
weapons. On 21/3/1986, the Security Council President, “speaking on behalf of the Security
Council”, stated that the Council members were “profoundly concerned by the unanimous
conclusion of the specialists that chemical weapons on many occasions have been used by
Iraqi forces against Iranian troops ... [and] the members of the Council strongly condemn this
continued use of chemical weapons in clear violation of the Geneva Protocol of 1925 which
prohibits the use in war of chemical weapons”.

The United States voted AGAINST the issuance of this statement.

Opposition to the build up of weapons in space.

Opposition to the development of new weapons of mass destruction.

Opposition to nuclear testing — two resolutions.

Proposal to set up South Atlantic “Zone of Peace”.

Condemning Israeli practices against Palestinians in the occupied territories — five
resolutions (1988 and 1989).

Condemning USA invasion of Panama.

Condemning USA troops for ransacking the residence of the Nicaraguan ambassador in
Panama.

Condemning USA support for the Contra army in Nicaragua.

Condemning illegal USA embargo of Nicaragua.

Opposing the acquisition of territory by force.

Calling for a resolution to the Arab-Israeli conflict based on earlier UN resolutions.
To send three UN Security Council observers to the occupied territories.

Affirming that land in East Jerusalem annexed by Israel is occupied territory.
Calling on Israel to cease building settlements in East Jerusalem and other occupied
territories — two resolutions.

Calling on the USA to end its trade embargo on Cuba — eight resolutions (1992 to 1999).
To send unarmed monitors to the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

To set up the International Criminal Court.

To renew the peace keeping mission in Bosnia.
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— Directly after the Palm Sunday March
join us for an informal scrumptious

NO WAR BBQ

Good food and good company for
just *$10 pp ($6 unwaged)
65 Campbell St Surry Hills

(just down Elizabeth St from Belmore Park)

) J 3
*all proceeds to fund the CPA No War campaign
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