COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA

Stop the war

Bring the troops home

The Howard Government is taking Australia into Bush’s
invasion of Iraq and slaughter of its people. It is time for
us to declare political war against Howard and the sys-

tem that he serves.

We have every right to be angry
and outraged because the annihila-
tion of Iraq is a cold, calculated act
of mass murder.

Once again the rich and
powerful of this planet, the huge
transnational corporations, have
sent their military machines to war
to grab land and resources which
are not theirs.

Nothing could persuade Bush
not to go to war, despite the opposi-
tion of the world’s peoples, because
the US military-industrial complex
planned this modern-day barbarism
months, even years ago.

US domination

It is a war for US domination
of the Middle East, a war for oil,
a war for US supremacy over the
oil-producing nations of the Arab
world. Wars against other nations
are planned.

As in the past, an Australian
government is following the US
into war. Howard has played
a despicable role, lying to the
Australian people and the world
about the reasons for war and not
having the guts to face the nation
in an honest debate.

The government has hidden the
truth about the US military base at
Pine Gap (near Alice Spring) which
is directing the missiles and bombs
to their targets in Iraq and spying
on Iraqi communications.

The ALP leadership has also
failed the Australian people. It has
never taken a clear stand against
the war and never opposed the US
troop build up in the Middle East.
It would have sent Australians to
war under the misguided idea that
the UN can lead an invasion of a
sovereign nation.

We will pay
the cost of war

Howard’s decision is also a
declaration of war against the
Australian people. The cost of the
war will be paid by cuts to Medicare
and public health services, by lack
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of money for public education, job
creation and other social services.

As Iraqi civilians are burnt
to death by US missiles, our
public hospitals will be denied
the extra funds they need to treat
burn victims and other sick people
properly. As US bombs pulverise
Iraqi schools, our public education
system will continue to be starved
of the funds it needs.

Trampling
on democracy

The Howard Government is
morally and politically defeated. It
may still be in office but it is now
clearer than ever before that it does
not represent the Australian people.
It ignores our opinions and tramples
on our democratic rights.

Our politicians have failed the
people of Australia. They have
failed the innocent victims of
war in Iraq. They have failed the
planet, plunging it into a war which
could escalate with the US already
claiming the right to use nuclear
weapons.

‘We have to wage a political
war for a new kind of government
which will listen to the people and
act in our interests. A government
which will end our military alliance
with the US and close the US bases.
A government of the people and for
the people.

Our campaign

must continue

Our campaign must continue,
with the aim to stop the war and to
bring the troops home.

We need everyone’s support to
bring this country to a standstill.

Let us build the movement
to stop the war so it reaches into
every city, every neighbourhood,
every street, every workplace in
this country.

If the government will not
listen to the overwhelming major-
ity of the people, throw the Howard
Government out! Let us, the people,
set the agenda. &
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Bring the Troops Home
We are being told that we must “support our boys”
now the invasion of Iraq is to take place.

Of course we should care about the young men and women
that Howard is prepared to sacrifice for the interests of
American oil and arms corporations.

The only way to support our boys and girls is to
bring the troops home now!

If war starts rally at:

Adelaide 5pm on the day Parliament House steps

Brisbane 5pm on the day in King George Sq,
and then on the following Saturday at 12 noon

Canberra 5pm on the day US embassy
Hobart 5pm on the day Frankston Square
Melbourne 5pm on the day State Library
Trade unions rally 12 noon outside Trades Hall
the next week-day or on March 27, whichever if first.
Perth 5 pm on the day outside GPO in Forrest Place
Sydney 5pm on the day at Town Hall
Monster Rally the following Sat (or Sun if Sat is election day)
Assemble 12:30 Belmore Park, march to Domain.
Wollongong 5.30pm the day after at the Ampitheatre
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The world’s new superpower

It’s People’s Power! It does not have any tanks, bombers,
cruise missiles or nuclear weapons. It does not have wealthy
corporations financing its activities. It does not have powerful
newspapers to convey its attitudes and activities.

But it does have the power of millions of people who are tak-
ing action for their needs and policies. It is worldwide. It has
swept into unprecedented, co-ordinated action against a war
that has not yet been launched. It has all the moral arguments
and truth on its side. The decisions of the advocates of war can
only be defended by lies. People’s Power reflects the needs of
the people worldwide. It expresses the real national interests of
all countries.

The issue of peace or war has a become worldwide one affect-
ing the lives of millions of people. It divides a very small group
of governments who are planning and intend to implement war,
aggression, invasion and occupation, from the overwhelming
majority of governments opposed to war and its consequences.

Not only is this movement opposed to a specific war against
Iragq, it is opposed to wars in general that have caused endless
suffering and death for millions and millions of people and for
thousands of years. People now say, “NO WAR”, meaning that
war should be opposed and rejected. It calls for the universal
destruction of all weapons of war.

This movement has not come into existence just because
of the Bush administration’s criminal policies. Many factors
have contributed to the present movement. The Ban the Bomb
movement, opposition to the Vietnam War, demands for com-
plete international disarmament and against the use of biologi-
cal and chemical weapons, the anti-globalisation and environ-
mental movements, the movements against the IMF and the
World Bank have all played a part.

Behind the Bush-Blair-Howard propaganda is a system
that thrives on war and has never renounced war as a means
to achieve its ends. The system is moved by greed and the drive
to occupy other countries, seize their resources and exploit the
people of those countries — it is the system of imperialism which
is in turn a product of capitalism.

The real forces driving Bush, Cheney and Rumsfeld, Blair
and Howard are the oil corporations and the arms manufac-
turers in particular. They are the pillars of imperialism. They
dream of restoring the colonial era in which all countries come
under their military, economic and political control.

War will only be exorcised from human society when the
system that thrives on war is replaced. Sooner or later that
must become the objective of the anti-war people’s movement.

People’s Power will not go away even if war comes and Iraq
is occupied. People worldwide can see now how strong they
have become, that they have allies in every country, that it is
a truly international movement, that it combines people of all
nationalities, all religions and all but the most right wing of the
political spectrum.

The outbreak of war will lead some to think that “nothing
can be done” and, that despite all efforts, governments don’t
take any notice of their citizens. That is true of some govern-
ments. The task then is to throw such governments out of office.
This is a foremost task for the Australian people — to throw out
the Howard Government of war and national betrayal.

A number of countries have already achieved that aim in
South America, Africa and Asia. The governments of the so-
cialist countries are consistently on the side of peace and the
well being of their people.

This People’s Power must form new governments that re-
ally struggle for the needs of the people and above all, for the
peaceful resolution of international conflicts.

Just as the worldwide movement against war is a coalition
of many forces, new people’s governments with new policies
can be formed of coalitions that unite the political forces on an
agreed political and economic program.

At the time of writing, war has not yet been launched. It
might even now be prevented but whatever happens the world-
wide People’s Power has been born and it holds within it a bet-
ter peaceful future for the people of all countries.

Welcome to People’s Power!

AUSTRALIA

Unjustified & illegal

The ultimatum presented to the United Nations by Bush, Blair and
Aznar (Spain) and their planned invasion of Iraq is a monstrous
crime, not only against the Iraqi people but against the whole of
humanity. The actions of the US and British Governments which
are slavishly supported and followed by the Australian Govern-
ment must be rejected and condemned. It is an unjustified, illegal

and evil war.

Ultimatums, unilateralism,
pre-emptive strikes, aggressive
war and the invasion of countries
have now replaced the obligations
placed on nations by the UN
Charter.

The US, British and Austra-
lian Governments have ignored
the worldwide opposition to war
expressed by the massive people’s
demonstrations in many countries
including their own.

The worldwide actions and
public opinion polls consistently
show that the majority of people
oppose war against Iraq.

Not a word was said by Howard
about the humanitarian conse-
quences of the invasion of Iraq.
Millions of Iraqis will be killed or
suffer from the war for generations.

Howard’s claim that it is in our
national interests is a lie. Hatred
against the invading countries is
certain. “Win the war and lose the
world”, as one newspaper headline
warned.

The whole world, including
Australia, will feel the impact of the
war and its aftermath, including the
wars that may follow it.

It is impossible to predict
the extent of economic, political,
environmental, social and other
consequences.

Howard’s talk about Iraq’s
weapons of mass destruction are
lies.

The US, Britain and Spain
refused to allow UN weapons
inspectors to continue and complete
their work as stipulated by the UN.
The fact is that in over four months
they have found no evidence that
Iraq possesses weapons of mass
destruction.

Howard’s claim that the war is
legal is another lie.

The invasion of Iraq is a
violation of the UN Charter and
international law. It does not carry
the endorsement of the UN Security
Council.

Neither resolution 1441 nor any

other UN resolution on Iraq autho-
rises “pre-emptive war”. When
gaining endorsement for the resolu-
tion, the US gave solemn assurances
that there was no “hidden agenda”
or “trigger for war”. (See article
page 12.)

When the United Nations
was established in 1945 its first
obligation was to “save succeeding
generations from the scourge of
war”.

Not only have the US, Brit-
ain and Australia (all founding
members of the UN) violated this
responsibility but the majority of
nations opposed to war have failed
to prevent the US and Britain once
again plunging the world into war.

The actions of the US and its
very few supporters show that
they only have use for the United
Nations if it gives them whatever
they want.

The ultimatums are a threat:
bow down to US demands or suffer
military attack and occupation — a
threat against the whole world.

The massive forces used to
invade and occupy Iraq are also
intended to terrorise other coun-
tries.

It shows that the leaders of these
countries are prepared to do any-
thing to achieve their objectives.

Committing their military to
war, Bush, Blair and Howard are
being driven by the imperialist
objectives of the big corporations to
control and plunder the resources of
all countries.

The extreme religious Right are
behind Bush as he imposes the most
right-wing social policies on the
people of the United States.

They are also alarmed by the
global movements against the
IMF, the World Bank, corporate
globalisation and the rape of the
environment by the big corpora-
tions.

They are facing serious
capitalist economic crises and have
suffered serious setbacks with the

election of a number of progressive
governments in Latin America,
Africa and Asia.

These are all compelling
reasons for the Bush administra-
tion to wage war on Iraq and other
countries.

It is obvious that the decision
to go to war was taken long ago
and that the allegations of weapons
of mass destruction are a mere
pretext.

Howard is dragging Australia
into wars of aggression and occupa-
tion — wars without end — as the
deputy sheriff of the United States.

The threat of war has brought
into existence a huge peace move-
ment that has rapidly grown and
swept all countries. It has the
economic and political power of
awakened people determined to
stop a monstrous crime being com-
mitted against the people of every
country.

The warmongers are feeling the
heat, even within their own political
ranks.

It is vital that the movement
continues to grow and build in
strength, so that it can bring to
a stop US and British military
aggression and occupation.

Those political parties that
support war must be opposed and
thrown out and boycotts imposed
on the corporations that are behind
war, and those newspapers (particu-
larly those of Rupert Murdoch) that
support them.

Trade unions have a responsi-
bility as the actions of workers can
strike heavy blows at the corpora-
tions that support and profit from
war.

The governments of those
countries that have opposed war
have a particular responsibility.
They have the power to direct the
economies and political policies of
their countries to undermine the
American Empire and bring it to its
knees. They must take steps to iso-
late the American administration in
whatever remains of international
institutions.

Keep up the actions!

Stop the military rampage!

Throw out the Howard Gov-
ernment!

Down with the American
Empire! &

Email the PM

If you have access to email or can get a friend to do it for you,
then send an email to the Prime Minister: www.pm.gov.au .

Better still, don’t stop at one email,
but do it regularly and as often as you can.

Tell him you why oppose the war.
Tell him to bring back Australia’s troops.
Tell him that he is the Prime Minister of Australia.

Encourage others to do the same, your family, friends, & colleagues.

If emailing is not possible, then write to him at
Parliament House, Canberra, ACT 2600.

e A

Guessing comp
results

First prize in the
Sydney Central Branch
guessing competition
(2 tickets to Wild Zebra)
was won by B Kific.
Second prize (bottle
of White Heather) was
won by Lena Rovady

PRESS FUND

White House spokesmen last week talked enthusiastically of their new “E”
bombs that can destroy the electronic systems of hospitals and essential
services, their thermobaric bombs that penetrate bomb shelters and their
huge MOAB bombs, a couple of which equal the explosive power of a
nuclear bomb. But they’re not weapons of mass destruction, they say! The
Guardian seeks to deal more honestly with its readers. And honestly, we
need your support to defray production costs, so please send us a contribu-
tion for the next issue. We sincerely thank this week’s contributors, as fol-
lows:

B Appleton $40, R Kiek $12, Radavanovic $25, J R $50, “Round Figure”
$13.

This week’s total: $140. Progressive total: $2875.

No War on Iraq!

Convergence on Canberra
Demand that Howard listens to the voice of the people.
Bring the troops home!

Sunday March 23
* morning cultural activities
» 6pm networking meetings of anti-war activists at ANU

Monday March 24
* 1pm stop the war rally

For more information on actions and buses to Canberra:
ACT: 0405 309 283; Melb: 03 9659 3582; Syd: 0409 762 081

email <actnow_canberra@hotmail.com> www.convergenceonparliament.net

* 2pm speakers

Sydney
Vigil at 5 pm
Sydney Town Hall Square
every evening
from Wed (March 19) onwards

Emergency rally and march
on the day the war starts
Assemble 5 pm
Sydney Town Hall Square

Massive protest rally
Sunday, 23 March
Assemble 12.30 Belmore Park
March to the Domain
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Major parties lack commitment to
public health and education systems

Shocking revelations about the state of NSW schools and hospitals
have been made on the eve of the State Election. And while Bob
Carr has made grand promises for the future, serious questions
must be raised about his government’s last eight years in office.

Public Schools

The size of primary school
classes is one of the hot issues in the
campaign.

The Liberals have promised
to reduce the size of kindergarten
classes to an “average” of 21, the
Greens have promised to legislate a
maximum of 20.

Labor has promised a kinder-
garten average of 20. However,
Labor’s commitment to this task
must be viewed in light of the cur-
rent class average of 26, and the
highest teacher-pupil ratio of any
state in Australia.

A recent census of 1714 NSW
primary schools revealed that many
schools have kindergarten classes
of 30.

Muswellbrook South, Casino,
Girraween and Dural primary
schools have the ignominious
honour of topping the state with 32.

Accusations have been made
that the results of the census, taken
in August last year, were deliber-
ately suppressed.

The census also showed that
some schools that attempted to keep
class sizes down in the early years
did so by sacrificing students in the
later years.

No Charcoal -
No Woodchips

Who says the charcoal plant nightmare has gone away? The threat
still hangs over the South Coast and other regions of NSW.

by Charcoal Busters

Australian Silicon is in discus-
sions with “government” about the
future of its Silicon project and
associated charcoal plant.

The community won the fight
against the Mogo Charcoal Plant on
the South Coast in September 2002.
Now, the company has decided to
build a bigger, integrated silicon
smelter and charcoal plant, produc-
ing 40,000 tonnes a year of silicon.

This means up to 300,000
tonnes a year of native forest “up
in smoke” unless the company
finally admits defeat and uses an
alternative, but more expensive,
“reductant”.

It also means up to 30,000
additional heavy timber truck
movements a year along the Princes
Highway and local roads.

The company won’t say where
it is looking to build the new plant
— only that the public will be told
AFTER they have settled the details
with the government and “commu-
nity representatives” — sounds like
Mogo all over!

The company won’t say
whether the new site is in Victoria

or NSW but the Victorian Premier
already has banned the use of
native forest timber for charcoal
in Victoria.

It seems NSW communities
will have to fight off this monster
yet again, or other similar proposals
to massively extend woodchip type
operations.

But we have already done this
three times in the last three years,
at Dubbo, then Gunnedah, then
Mogo. Who is next? Braidwood,
Queanbeyan, Nowra, Eden, or the
Nature Coast again?

Why should yet another com-
munity go through this? Why
should our forests and catchments
be put at risk from such archaic
proposals?

The Premier must act to put an
end to conflict over charcoal once
and for all by ruling out the use
of native forest wood for charcoal
production.

Then he should honour his 1995
election promise to stop the export
woodchipping!

To help or for further information contact
Charcoal Busters

A member of the South Coast East Forest Alliance
Ph: 02 8800 8303 &

Umina and New Lambton
Public Schools both topped the state
— an unbelievable 37 students per
class in years five and six.

Large classes are not the only
problem. Numerous primary
schools are suffering from a class-
room shortage.

In some schools classes are
being held in libraries and teachers’
staffrooms.

In Tuncurry a kindergarten
class of 19 was taught for one
month in a tiny audiovisual room
with no chairs or desks!

The problem is not that there is
a shortage of funding but how the
funding is allocated. There seems
to be plenty of dollars to go around
when it comes to subsidising private
schools.

What is lacking by the major
parties is a commitment to public
education.

Public Hospitals

“Code Red” is the term used to
describe when a hospital emergency
is so overloaded that ambulances
carrying patients with non-imme-
diate life threatening illness are
diverted to other hospitals.

How that Code Red state is
determined has been the subject of
red-hot debate.

Official Government figures
stated that Nepean Public Hospital

was operating under Code Red for
47 hours in October and 44 hours in
November 2002.

However a leaked document of
raw data from the hospital emer-
gency room concerned revealed a
very different picture: 290 hours in
October, 230 hours in November.

Racing into damage control
mode, the Government claimed the
raw data was only used as a warn-
ing to the hospital that a situation
was becoming serious.

Senior clinicians would then
adjust operations across the hospital
to avert reporting a formal Code
Red.

“Quite often only minor changes
are needed. It is therefore extremely
misleading and irresponsible to
rely on the raw data as an indicator
of a hospital’s status. To suggest
otherwise is blatantly wrong”, said
Health Minister Craig Knowles.

An emergency room Code Red
was simply an indicator that ambu-
lances should take the patient to a
nearby hospital to receive quicker
treatment, explained Mr Knowles.

Yet it was also revealed that
at least once in the past fortnight
all three inner-Sydney hospitals,
Prince Alfred, Prince of Wales and
St Vincent’s were simultaneously
on Code Red — ambulances were
left with nowhere to go.

Amongst a number of serious
accusations, the whistleblower — an

emergency room doctor from one of
the hospitals — claimed that at one
stage patients were being treated in
the hospital carpark as they lay in
ambulances because there were no
beds available inside in the emer-
gency rooms.

The doctor claimed that politi-
cal pressure was being applied to
hospitals not to declare Code Red.

The unnamed doctor declared
in a written statement to the Herald:
“A culture of fear permeates the
health system and swift retribution
would follow anyone who chal-
lenged the Department of Health or
the hospital administration”.

How to vote

The Communist Party of
Australia has decided not to stand
candidates in this election but urges
readers in NSW to vote for other
left and progressive candidates.

Look for candidates who put
the interests of people first, who
support the public health and edu-
cation systems and are not tied to
big business.

The CPA recommends Vote No.
1 Greens, then Socialist Alliance,
Progressive Labour Party, progres-
sive independents and ALP.

Make sure that the Liberal and
National Parties, One Nation and
its rival Group L (Pauline Hanson)
are put last. &

(ovt vendetta against ATSIC

Since its election in 1996, the Howard Government has been out
to destroy the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commis-
sion (ATSIC). A vicious attack from a Liberal Party MP is the
latest salvo in the Government’s nine-year offensive against the
rights and recognition of indigenous Australians. Christopher
Pyne accused ATSIC among other things of being a “second
rate service provider” and “corrupt”. His tirade comes as a
government panel of review into ATSIC is preparing a report

to be released in May.

ATSIC responded to the attack
pointing out that Pyne’s claims
were used as a pretext to call for
the demolition of the peak national
Indigenous organisation.

In a statement, ATSIC Chair-
man Geoff Clark said he welcomed
one aspect of Pyne’s statement: it
brings out into the open the views
of those who wish to gut ATSIC
and who think Indigenous people
can’t run their own affairs.

Mr Clark said Pyne’s claims,
made in a speech to the Liberal
Speakers Group, were full of
inaccuracies and character assas-
sination and that Pyne appeared not
to know what ATSIC actually does.

“This ignorance is nowhere
more apparent than in his central
treatment of the issue of education,
including literacy and numeracy
and life-long learning for Indig-
enous people.” (Education was
mentioned at least 12 times during
the speech.)

Pyne called education “the
silver bullet”, the entry point to
the “real economy” and economic
empowerment for Indigenous
people. He said Indigenous people
shouldn’t “suffer further discrimi-
nation” by having their education
“catered for by a second-rate ser-
vice provider”.

Geoff Clark pointed out that

ATSIC does not disagree with that
statement but that Pyne attributes
the patent failings in this area to the
wrong organisation.

“If he were better informed
about Indigenous affairs, he
would know ATSIC has no direct
educational responsibilities — they
rest with the State and Territory
Governments.

“And to the extent that there are
any Indigenous-specific programs
in the Commonwealth arena, they
have always been the responsibility
of the [federal] Education portfo-
lio.”

As for Pyne’s accusations that
ATSIC was failing in employment,
health and sexual and domestic vio-
lence, Mr Clark said that although
ATSIC also does not have prime
responsibility for any of these areas
more efforts and resources should
be allocated to them.

“ATSIC has no responsibility
for health policy or programs. Even
the supplementary programs it
did have some control over were
removed some eight years ago and
given to the Commonwealth health
portfolio.

“Again, much of the direct
responsibility for health outcomes
at the local level rests with State
and Territory Governments.”

The role ATSIC plays is as a

provider of supplementary fund-
ing, and it plays that role at a high
level of efficiency and delivery of
service. The comprehensive analy-
sis by the Commonwealth Grants
Commission in 2001 of ATSIC’s
housing and infrastructure pro-
gram, for example, found it was the
best targeted Indigenous assistance
program in Australia.

“It is the failure of mainstream
programs to meet Indigenous needs
which forces programs delivered by
ATSIC and others to do more than
they were designed to do”, said Mr
Clark. “ATSIC is forced to become
a substitute funding body.”

He refuted claims about inef-
ficiency and lack of accountability
as another furphy: ATSIC has been
given a clean bill of health by the
Auditor-General during no less
than nine audits in a row.

“Mr Pyne flatly ignores the
extensive scrutiny to which the
organisation and its programs and
grants are subjected — requirements
well beyond those applying to other
public sector entities.”

Alongside the Auditor-General,
Parliamentary Committees and
Senate Estimates processes, ATSIC
is also subject to an independent
Office of Evaluation and Audit
established under the ATSIC legis-
lation.

“Mr Pyne really should have
applied more rigorous standards
of logic and proof, not to mention
more informed understanding of
the history and current situation
in Indigenous affairs”, said Mr
Clark. “He runs the risk of joining
the ranks of the “shock jocks’ he
decries with his misinformed and
inaccurate criticisms of ATSIC.” &
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LABOUR STRUGGLES

Flight attendants fight Qantas offensive

Qantas management is using strike breakers against its international
flight attendants in an attempt to slash their pay and conditions.
Qantas has reneged on its commitment to properly compensate
long haul flight crews for a cut to crew numbers, from 16 to 15.
When the cut was implemented last year a clause was put into the
flight attendants’ enterprise agreement that it would be recognised
in the current bargaining process.

by Tom Pearson

Qantas stands to reap a $30-40
million annual cost saving plus
productivity gains from the cut,
but is offering only a one-off, three
percent payment in return.

Although management is
portraying the miserly three per-
cent offer as a “bonus”, they have
even tied that to a trade-off of an
adjustment in pay equalisation
arrangements.

Long haul crew have given their
union, the Flight Attendants’ Asso-
ciation, the green light for further
industrial action if negotiations
break down again. It took a 14-hour
stoppage on February 25 to force
Qantas management to meet with
the union’s negotiating team on
February 26.

The negotiating team pressed
Qantas to fulfil its obligations and
recognise the massive productivity
increase from decrewing. Manage-
ment stated flatly that they refused
to “increase the cost base of Qantas”
i.e. no pay increase and no improve-
ments in existing conditions.

The move by Qantas follows the
acceptance of a wage freeze by long
haul cabin crew last year because
the airline rang alarm bells about its
future viability after the 2001 ter-
rorist attacks in the US, the Ansett
collapse and the Bali bombings.
The attendants have also endured
countless restructuring exercises
and generally contributed hugely to
the profit bottom line.

The management has now
thanked its long haul cabin crew
by walking away from its com-
mitments and using contract and
overseas labour in an effort break
their industrial action.

Clearly, the training of strike
breakers is in preparation for a
dispute management is forcing on
the flight attendants.

Management has employed B
grade spy movie tactics to train
their secret strike breaking force,
replete with secret sign-on areas,
secret transport arrangements and
taking crew lists off the CIS screen
(a computer generated roster and
crew list system).

LABOUR NOTES

The crisis at BHP Steel Port Kembla has worsened with
the company announcing a further 81 jobs will be shed in
favour of outsourcing. Workers at the services department
who are responsible for cleaning and landscaping will be
sacked or moved to other departments. Australian Work-
ers Union Port Kembla Branch Secretary Andy Gillespie
accused BHP of throwing workers onto the scrap heap for
profits. “Despite many obstacles the people in this depart-
ment have given the company many years of loyal service
and if they are going to be targeted it raises major concerns
for all steel workers about job security”, Mr Gillespie said.

NSW TAFE teachers are wearing red badges to protest
against the poor working conditions of casual teachers. The
badges — which state: “There’s nothing casual about teach-
ing” — are part of a campaign against the State Government
to increase wages for casual teachers. Seventy percent of the
State’s TAFE teachers are employed on an hourly basis, and
receive only 60 per cent of the wages of a full-time teacher.
As a result, students are missing out on vital support ser-
vices. NSW TAFE Teachers Representative Rob Long said,
“Casual teachers are not paid for holidays, for any admin-
istrative work, and they get no incidental time. This doesn’t
happen in high schools, it only happens in TAFE. It is now
time to give part-time teachers pro-rata pay and conditions.”

The Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union has
branded the Federal Government’s decision to time the release
of the Cole Royal Commission’s report with the NSW elections
as the final nail in the coffin of the Cole Commission’s credibility.

Bar staff at the Wagga RSL Club in Southern NSW claim they
are being spied on by management. The Liquor and Hospital-
ity Union (LHMU) has lodged a complaint with the Industrial
Relations Commission about video surveillance. The union is
demanding that surveillance cameras be pointed away from
staff. “Normally, surveillance cameras for security are located
behind the bar looking out — at Wagga the cameras are pointed
looking in”, says John Barry, LHMU Divisional Secretary. Mr
Barry said the union’s wider concern was to ensure workers’
privacy was not invaded by surveillance at clubs and pubs
across NSW. “We have reports that managers are taking lap-
tops home and watching the workplace from home”, Mr Barry
said. “It makes you wonder what that has to do with security.”

"Dumping on workers"”

Following the February stop-
page Qantas reactivated the CIS
and published crew lists that identi-
fied their strike breakers. Realising
they had made a humiliating breech
of the strike breakers’ anonymity,
management attempted to intimi-
date all crew members who had
gained access to the list, contacting
them by letter and telephone.

‘|

“Management are not honour-
ing their commitment and our
members are very angry”, Flight
Attendants’ Association Divi-
sional Secretary, Johanna Brem,
told The Guardian. “We have
been negotiating for six weeks
and there has been no resolution,
so there will be more industrial
action.
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“In fact, we have put out a
directive for flight attendants to not
do uniform fittings and not pick up
their new uniforms. We are saying
that Qantas is wanting to make us
look very sleek and sexy and they
are spending money on that, but
they’re not spending money on
remunerating their crew for the
extra work they’re doing.” &

Backpackers used as strike-hreakers

Young foreign backpackers are being used by the Sydney Millen-
nium Hotel to break a 72-hour strike by Australians seeking a

better redundancy deal.

The Millennium Hotel is
probably best-known for its heri-
tage-listed 1960s’ Coca Cola neon
sign which looks down Williams St
from Kings Cross.

The union members voted to
take the industrial action after
negotiations on retrenchment pay
broke down.

The hotel management is going
to turn the building into a 97-apart-
ment complex —with a penthouse
valued at more than $9 million.

“The hotel makes a packet from
this deal but they are trying to get
away with paying their workers less
than eight weeks retrenchment pay
- most Sydney workers get around
16 weeks retrenchment pay”, Mark
Boyd Liquor and Hospitality Union
(LHMU) NSW Assistant Secretary
said.

“The Millennium Hotel’s
General Manager, Yvonne Webb,
is working hard folding sheets and
towels in an attempt to keep the
hotel going as her staff have walked
out - and she is hoping the back-
packers will support her against the
unionised workforce”, Mark Boyd,
said.

“Using backpackers is rubbing
salt into the wounds of its work-
force.

“At least some of the backpack-
ers saw through what management
were doing and gave the hotel a
shock by walking out in sympathy
with the low-waged workers.”

The hotel employs a largely
female immigrant workforce
— paying them as little as $12 an
hour and expecting their loyalty,
travelling long hours from the outer
suburbs to work for this low pay.

“The Millennium is always
talking about how they respect their
workers, how they value their loy-
alty, but the way they are shutting
down shows their disdain.

“The Hilton Hotel union mem-
bers got a better retrenchment deal
— and they are getting their jobs
back when the hotel re-opens”’said
Mr Boyd.

“The Millennium Hotel workers
don’t have the luxury of knowing
they will get another job quickly in
the hospitality industry.

“As a dozen or more Sydney
hotels are rumoured to be shutting
down to become apartments very
few of our people can expect to find
jobs in the hospitality industry. &

Roche attack

Roche Mining is aggressively carving out a bigger stake for itself
in the coal industry — at the expense of full-time jobs and rural

communities.

Roche’s strategy is simple:
undermine competitors by employ-
ing contract mineworkers at wage
rates below the general prevailing
level and screw as much as you can
out of your workers.

An essential part of the strategy
is to keep the union out as much as
possible and intimidate the work-
ers.

Roche is exploiting every aspect
of Howard’s rotten industrial laws
and Abbott’s vicious anti-union
promotions by aggressively pursu-
ing individual contracts to drive
down the wages and conditions at
its operations.

But it is not only workers who
are feeling the sharp end of Roche’s
axe.

The emergence of Roche
Mining as a major contractor in
the coal industry is bad news for
Australia’s regional mining com-
munities as they continue to battle
to receive decent social services
and facilities for their families.

A key element in Roche’s
strategy is a fly-in fly-out itinerant
workforce that makes little or no
contribution to the economies of
established regional mining com-
munities.

Roche accommodates its
workers in single donga-style con-
structions.

Roche does this because it is
cheaper than providing sufficient
quality housing that would keep
these workers in regional com-
munities and attract their families
to them.

The most recent research shows
that each coal mining jobs creates
another three in the community.
Coal miners spend their wages on
their families and they support local
businesses and services.

The more mine workers and
families that live in a town, the
more the number of jobs and oppor-
tunities for others living there.
It also means better services and
facilities for the community.

Their employment contributes
to the security and prosperity of
regional communities.

Roche’s grab and fly-in, fly-out
strategy robs mining communities
of local jobs, doctors, teachers as
well as undermining sporting and
recreational facilities and clubs.

The Construction, Forestry,
Mining and Energy Union is deter-
mined to ensure that Roche workers
receive the same benefits and enti-
tlements as others throughout the
coal industry. It is also determined
to see the preservation of the com-
munities from which Roche takes
its profits.

Acknowledgement: Common Cause @
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s “Tough on Crime”

South Australia’s Attorney General Michael Atkinson got into
some serious sledging last week, calling opponents of the Rann
Government’s law “reform” project “snobs” and “trendies”. He
even resurrected some of the invective used by the late Bob San-
tamaria to accuse critics within the legal professional of having

“New Class political opinions”.
by Bob Briton

Mr Atkinson’s testiness was
in response to complaints that the
government’s “tough on crime”
posturing would actually worsen
the problem of repeat offending and
serious crime.

The government is sponsoring a
raft of legislation to increase penal-
ties for crimes such as bushfire
arson, assaults, drug and weapons
offences.

It wants minimum jail sentences
to be set for certain offences and the
test for the stripping of criminals’
assets to be reduced from “beyond
reasonable doubt” to “on the bal-
ance of probabilities”.

The Rann Government has
already legislated to force anyone
caught growing cannabis hydropon-
ically to face court rather than an
on-the-spot fine. Any SA prisoner
and anyone suspected of a serious
crime or 11 other lesser offences
can now be DNA tested.

To cope with the inevitable
increase in the prison population,
the building of a new 700-bed
male facility is being investigated.
It will probably be built at Pelican
Point in the northwestern suburbs
of Adelaide.

The building of a new women’s
prison is to be announced shortly.
Correctional Services Minister
Terry Roberts has already promised
50 new beds at Murray Bridge’s
Mobilong Prison and 11 new beds at
the Northfield Women’s Prison.

These outlays are being planned
despite the fact that South Australia
already has the second highest per
capita prison population in the
country — beaten only by the North-
ern Territory.

Mr Atkinson said on the
ABC’s Stateline program last

Friday that spending on the police
would be “immune” from the
minimum three percent cuts to be
taken from all government depart-
ments in the May Budget. SA also
has the second highest proportion
of police per head of population
— behind the Northern Territory.

Meanwhile, the State Govern-
ment has reduced its spending on
community crime prevention proj-
ects from $1.4 million to $600,000
per annum.

Critics of the government’s
policy direction — like Law Society
of SA President Andrew Goode and
criminal barrister Marie Shaw QC
— point to the experience of Western
Australia to show its folly.

Following the public rally in
support of tougher sentences and
other “law and order” measures in
Perth in 1991, the WA Government
set about delivering the sorts of
measures now being implemented
and investigated by the South Aus-
tralian Government.

The results were devastating.
During the 1990s WA had the
highest imprisonment rate of any
Australian state or territory and the
highest expenditure on correctional
services. Most tellingly, it had the
highest rate of repeat offending
and recorded no reduction in the
incidence of crime. A change of
policy by the Labor government in
WA since 2001 has reversed those
shameful trends.

Marie Shaw also cites the recent
record of Victoria to suggest an
alternative in SA. In Victoria, the
government spends $300 million
a year overall on crime prevention
measures rather than on incarcera-
tion. Estimates have been done that
every dollar spent on crime preven-
tion saves a potential eight dollars

down the track, compared to when
the emphasis is kept on the punish-
ment aspects of crime.

Victoria now has the lowest
imprisonment rate, the lowest
expenditure on corrections and
the lowest crime rate in the coun-
try. Surveys have been conducted
showing that Victorians feel
safer than any of their interstate
compatriots.

All these arguments are wasted
on SA’s populist Attorney General.
Last week he challenged his critics
in the legal profession to live in the
suburbs of his electorate, speak to
people living in them and catch
public transport like he does.

The “man of the people” got a
reply in the form of a letter to the
editor of The Advertiser the follow-
ing day. Simon Slade of Bowden
wrote:

“I am a criminal defence lawyer.
I earn a lot less than the Attorney-
General because I fight for the very
people he claims I ignore — residents
of Housing Trust homes, users of
public transport and residents in
Mansfield Park. The very people
who have to search around for one
of the ever-decreasing number of
lawyers who will still take on their
case for the low rates that the Legal
Services Commission is able to pay
because of the lack of proper fund-
ing by his Government.

“I do shop at Arndale, Port
Adelaide and Welland, too, because
I don’t live in one of the leafy sub-
urbs but in the western suburbs, as
do a lot of other criminal defence
lawyers. I am even in Mr Atkinson’s
electorate, a fact he would do well
to remember come election time.

“What people want is a lower
crime rate. No one argues with
that. The real argument is whether
harsher penalties achieve that and
not where his opponents live.”

These latest developments have
also highlighted the need for an
independent law reform commis-
sion in South Australia. &

Folk singers combine in anti-war project

Adelaide based musician Jim Lesses has added his efforts to an
initiative of anti-war folk artists from all over Australia. His catchy
song, No Blood for Oil, will appear on a CD to be published, funded
and distributed by members of the Ausfolk network.

Jim is well known to many of
our South Australian readers. He
has been a supporter of the trade
union movement and peace activist
all his adult life.

Proceeds from the sale of the
CD will be used to defray costs
— the point of the exercise is simply

to add the artists’ talents to the
growing opposition to the planned
war on Iraq. The contributors are
hoping that community radio will
pick up on the music and use it to
spread the peace message.

The CD is due to be released
in April. Meanwhile, if you

would like to preview Jim’s con-
tribution, then visit his website:
www.jimlesses.com.

New technologies, like CDs and
the internet, have opened up new
possibilities for committed singers
and songwriters, as a visit to the
website will reveal. You’ll will be
able to listen to some of his other
songs.

Readers wanting to buy copies of the (D can contact
Jimon: 0413 279 081
or af jlesses@senet.com.au &

The US war against Iraq — Some perspectives $6 (p&p $2)
This special issue of Third World Resurgence was reviewed in last week’s Guardian by Anna Pha. Its extremely well
informed writers and commentators have written background articles on Bush’s war against Iraq. “The problem that the
globe faces today is not Iraq, but the United States”, writes Claude Alvares. “Iraq has been fundamentally disarmed”,
says former UN weapons inspector Scott Ritter. This special issue is not to be missed. (pp 72)
My country, the world $10 (p&p $1.50) by Justina Williams
This booklet of poems by Justina Williams moves easily in the Australian environment, equally at home in the city or
country, building her poems on a wide range of experience, people and places. Justina Williams is a sensitive voice for
women, especially those who are becoming more deeply involved in the issues of peace or war. She handles simply
and compassionately the reaction of the individual to love and birth, suffering and death. (p 68)
“No Blood for Qil” T-shirt $16 (p&p $2.50)
Quality. Black and red illustration on a white shirt.
‘ Sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL
FRIDGE MAGNETS $2 (p&p $1 for up to 5)
Two designs: Purple with white peace dove;
Red with No Attack on Irag
Order from SPA Books 65 Campbell Street,
Surry Hills. NSW 2010
Ph: (02) 9212 6855; Fax: (02) 9281 5795
email: cpa@cpa.org.au
Payment by Cheque, Money Order
or Credit Card stating the Card Number,
the Name on the Card and the Expiry Date.
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Immigration Minister CommandantAdolph Ruddock has proudly
announced an agreement with the Iranian Government to force
Iranian asylum seekers back to Iran when they fail to be given
refugee status. The reasons they left Iran in the first place don’t
even come into the equation for Ruddock. Nor does the fact
that Ruddock’s Government is chafing at the bit to join the US
and Britain in turning the whole Middle East into a war zone.

Ruddock has also announced the closure of the Woomera De-
tention Centre. Horrible as Woomera is, Greens Senator Kerry
Nettle warned against raising three cheers. “There is little to
celebrate from the transfer of asylum seekers from razor wire to
electric fences”, said the Senator. “In fact this move represents
a step backwards in conditions for these detainees.” The Bax-
ter centre is surrounded by a 900 volt electric fence and has no
residential housing program for women or children. It divides
and isolates detainees by ethnic group and does not allow for
appropriate schooling, Said Senator Nettle. “This out-of-the-
frying-pan-into-the-fire situation serves to highlight the funda-
mental moral bankruptcy of the mandatory detention system.”

The Labor and Liberal political machines and the reactionar-
ies who operate them vie for corporate dollars; lobbying big
business for cash and making trade-offs behind closed doors
in the grab for the dough. It's tweedle dee and tweedle dum
as far as the level of collusion and cohabitation is concerned.
Thus in Federal Treasurer Peter Costello’s seat of Higgins
there is the handy little treasure trove known as the Higgins
200 Club, a fund raiser for Costello and the Liberal Party.
The club membership list includes Macquarie Bank, Salo-
mon Smith Barney, Pricewaterhousecoopers and Seafarm.
Meanwhile in NSW the union-bashing cardboard billionaire,
Visy Industries chairman Richard Pratt, has endorsed Labor
leader Bob Carr in the run-up to the state election. Carr’s
Government has supported business said Pratt after Carr
announced a $60 million upgrade and expansion of the
Tumut pulp and paper mill, using the State Forests authority.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is The Sydney Daily Ter-
rorgraph. Murdoch’s gutter press tabloid has defended itself
against a report by the NSW Anti-Discrimination Board that
has found it and other media members have incited racism.
Highlighting that the Anti-Discrimination Board is “taxpayer-
funded”, the Terrorgraph had its editor dump on the findings
as “completely objectionable” and “an insult to NSW tax-
payers”. Media coverage of asylum seekers, terrorism and
crime had created “a damaging environment of anti-Arabic
and anti-Muslim sentiment” said the report, called Race for
the Headline. The Terrorgraph wails that the report “seeks
to justify censorship and lies to sustain a utopian view of so-
ciety”. Of course, racism is used to promote division, hatred
and war, and — as anyone who has watched Fox news or
read one of News Ltd’'s newspapers — the Murdoch empire
is the most virulent promoter of war in all the mass media.
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Bakery Blues

Robert Tressel’s novel The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists leaves
a powerful impression on its readers. Tressel wrote the novel not
long before his death from tuberculosis in 1911. It deals with a group
of painters and decorators working in the pitiable conditions that

Tales

The 1
on the

characterised working class life in Edwardian England.

by Justin Naylor

For workers reading the book
nearly a century later, the most
striking thing about it is that, while
certain material conditions may
have improved, the relationship
between workers, the bosses and
their intermediaries remains essen-
tially the same.

The characters in Tressel’s
novel are still to be found in the
modern workplace. Some workers
are quietly compliant, some are
obsequious, and others are quietly
defiant. On rare occasions, some-
one will try against great odds to
instil a socialist consciousness in
the others. Just about every reader
of The Ragged Trousered Philan-
thropists knows their own latter day
version of Crass, Hunter, Easton
and Owen.

My current employment is a
prime example of this phenomenon.
For the past 12 months I have been
a driver for a smallish bakery in the
Western suburbs of Adelaide. All
up, about 20 people are involved
in baking, packing and delivering
pies, pasties, focaccias, cakes and
what have you, all over Adelaide.
A few people — the owners with a
couple of others — administer the
enterprise from very close quarters.

I got the job thanks to the
intervention of Carlos, who had
already been a driver himself for
about a year. I complained to him
that our family desperately needed
an additional source of income. |
was still cutting wooden items at
home for craft suppliers and I had
had stints of part time work during
the previous 18 months.

My wife was working part-
time in a large manchester store
in the city. The kids were entering
the most expensive phase of their
teenage years. In spite of my best
efforts, I couldn’t land a job until
Carlos put in a good word for me at
the bakery.

He suggested that I also put
myself in touch with Juan, the
owner of the establishment located
not too far from where I live.

Juan was the classic self-made
migrant success story. He had
arrived with his partner Luisa from
Uruguay 18 years earlier. They
had built a bakery business from
a husband and wife undertaking
that made deliveries in the family
car into the operation now being
carried on in its own factory in an
industrial zone in Adelaide.

My first meeting with Juan was
cordial. He was an odd mixture of
the stern and the unctuous as he
described the job to me.

I would need to get to the
bakery at 4.30am to check the trays
of cakes to be loaded in the van and
delivered — in my case — all over the
northern suburbs of the city and to
some outlying towns.

I would accompany Carlos in
his van for a few days until I learned
the run. While I was receiving this
training, I would receive half pay,

i.e. half of $312 per week before
tax for an average of 25 hours work.
Lady luck was shining down on me,
drivers at the bakery had just been
granted a modest pay increase!

Learning the ropes

The training with Carlos was
a breeze. We yarned between
deliveries about political issues. |
had known him for years through
various solidarity activities — with
Chile and Cuba, for example.

On my own, the job proved
quite demanding. The early morn-
ings made me bleary eyed and I
often woke up with a headache.

I would make stupid mistakes
like forgetting to drop off the full
order to a café or delicatessen,
obliging me to double back with the
tray of croissants or whatever.

All the while I would be getting
further behind schedule and the
tension would be building up in my
body.

A slender majority of the small
business owners would be under-
standing. Others would take every
opportunity to be unpleasant. One
woman addressed me as “boy” (I
am 47 years old).

Another showed his impatience
by lifting the roller door at the front
of his business to about waist height
and, once I had placed the cakes on
the counter, barked “okay, out!” at
me.

Don’t worry, 1 plotted my
revenge as [ limboed my way under
the shutter. The petty bourgeoisie
is not called petty for nothing, it
seems.

I settled into the duties and
rarely get seriously behind the
various deadlines for the deliveries
nowadays.

I have never become accus-
tomed to the cold early morning
starts, sneaking out while the rest
of the family sleeps on. I never
realised, before this, just how many
other people work these anti-social
hours.

Mine is far from the only car
on the road on those weekday
mornings. When I drop off boxed
consignments of cakes to the trans-
port companies located inside the
Pooraka produce markets, the place
is already a floodlit hive of activity
at Sam.

Trapped

The greatest education I have
had at the bakery, though, is about
people — the types of people that
work at these underpaid, casual jobs
with ridiculous hours and unpleas-
ant conditions.

Most are my vintage or older
— excluded from better jobs by their
age and a lack of the skills currently
in demand.

Margaret was a prime example.
She was in her early 50s and had a
daughter with a mental disability.
Her daughter recently made her a
grandmother, making the income

from the packing job doubly impor-
tant at the time.

She worked on and off for Juan
for over a decade as a casual and
was fully aware that she was being
jipped.

Margaret began her shift
at llpm and packed with her
offsiders until about 4am the next
morning. They get about $250 per
week because they are only paid for
their labours up until 3am.

The official line is that during
summer they might not even have to
work until 3 o’clock because of the
downturn in business in the warmer
months.

However, the packers know full
well that it doesn’t “average out”
at all and, in any case, supervisor
Margaret had to be present until the
last driver had left the bakery just
before 6am.

Margaret resisted every sug-
gestion I made to join the union or
otherwise defend herself.

She insisted that Juan would
simply sack anyone that he found
out had joined the union and could
cover his tracks before any outside
investigation. She said she had
witnessed him see off quite a few
challenges over the years.

In the end, little could be done
for Margaret. She began to come to
work with bandaged forearms and
would wince as she lifted the heavy
trays of pies and sausage rolls. She
had injuries to the tendons in both
forearms. Of course, she had no
paid leave available and I think she
simply walked away with nothing.

Ramon was another one to
suffer under Juan’s arbitrary rule.
He was a driver who had the much-
loathed city run.

He had also worked for the
bakery for years on and off. All
the while, he had been applying
for a job outside that would give
him better pay and more sleep. He
finally got a position as a hospital
orderly — a dream government job
with super, recreation leave and
other trimmings.

He had told Juan that he was
going for the job and, when he got
it, notified him that he would be
starting the following Monday.
This meant that, even though his
casual status didn’t require it, he
was giving a week’s notice to the
boss.

Juan flew into a rage at this
“lack of suitable notice” and sacked
him on the spot, depriving Juan
of a week’s pay and adding to his
financial problems.

Cristina was one of the few
younger workers at the bakery.
She was in her mid 20s and a
migrant from Peru. She had
arrived a few years ago and, like
many of the others, was working
a number of low paid jobs to make
ends meet.

Her husband had recently been
made redundant at Mitsubishi’s and
they had a new little mouth to feed
with baby Gloria.

Every morning Cristina would
leave the bakery to work in her
uncle’s courier business. Later she
would waitress at a café before
coming to do packing at the bakery
again. She would take catnaps when
she could.

One morning, I was busy with
my trays of cakes when I saw
Cristina fall backwards without any
restraint and bump her head with
a sickening thud on the tiled floor.

We all ran to see what was wrong,
suspecting a diabetic episode or
something similar.

She had simply fallen asleep
standing up. She left the job soon
after.

With the different shifts worked
by the different workers and the
high turnover, it’s hard to know
what happens in cases like Cristi-
na’s. Has she found better work or
any work at all? Is she coping? Who
knows?

Frightened to
sign up

Sharon was another of the
younger workers at bakery. She had
also refused my invitations to band
together in the union. She still had
to repay $2,000 for the second hand
car she had just bought and needed
the job.

She, too, was convinced that
union membership was a one-way
ticket out of the place. Even the fact
of my membership of the Miscel-
laneous Workers Union was not
enough to shake this conviction.

I was very surprised, then,
when Sharon was sacked because
she had been refusing to sign the
slip attached to her pay packet. This
document always understated the
hours she had been working. She
had stood up to a number of tirades
from Juan and preferred to walk
rather than sign something that
wasn’t true or fair.

I caught up with her later on
and found out that she had taken the
question of back pay to the Indus-
trial Relations Commission herself
and managed to get $700 odd out of
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a fuming Juan. It is a worry that a
person with that sort of pluck would
rather battle alone than join with
others to stay in work.

Perhaps it has to do with the
fact that the “prize” of staying on
at jobs like those just doesn’t have
sufficient appeal.

I had my own major confronta-
tion with Juan a little while later.
I had already ruffled his feathers
when I asked him why Sharon had
been sacked. He folded his arms
before asking me what business it
was of mine.

I said that the place was an
unhappy one to work in because
of events like Sharon’s dismissal.
A mobile phone call prevented
him from launching into one of his
famous rants but I knew my inso-
lence would not be forgotten.

One morning, I was dropping
off a delivery to a café in Virginia
at about 6am. I was about to do my
usual thing of opening up a store-
room accessible from a service area
behind the shopping centre.

I turned the corner to see a
utility parked in my usual spot and
a middle-aged woman spread face
down on the ground. I jumped out
of the van with intentions of helping
when I noticed that she was lying in
a pool of blood. She was dead.

I then saw a tear in her jumper
and a wound with a bruise around
it. This was the first time I had seen
a bullet wound and I hope it’s the
last.

I was about to ring the Police
when a woman called out from over
the road that she had already rung.
The poor thing was shaking like a
leaf so I resolved to wait with her
until the Police arrived.

When they did, they ordered me
to take the keys out of the bakery
van and leave it. It was then fenced
into the crime scene behind plastic
tape while I made a statement to
a Police officer in one of the cars
blocking off the street.

Never mind the
body

When I had finished, I rang
Juan at his home to tell him about
the disaster that had overtaken my
run that morning. [ was stunned
when, rather than asking after my
welfare, he launched into a rave,
insisting that I get my van out of
the crime scene and resume the
deliveries.

“Who’s going to pay me for
those cakes? You must keep insist-
ing that you be allowed to take
the van out and not stop until they
agree!”

I passed him to the Police-
woman that had been taking my
statement. She confirmed my
understanding of the predicament
and handed him back to me. Juan
told me to speak to someone
senior at the scene. The Police-
woman was clearly an idiot,
according to Juan.

While I was still considering
what to do, the same Policewoman
came back to me and said that if I
backed the van carefully out of the
driveway, I could be on my way.

I drove off fighting feelings of

anger and the horrible memories of
what I had seen just an hour before.

When I got back to the bakery,
I walked into Juan’s office and told
him that I couldn’t work for him,
that he was unfit to manage people
and that his lack of judgement could
put people in danger. I insisted that
my pay be made up and that I be
allowed to leave.

Needless to say, Juan flew into a
rage and made the most incoherent
defence of his actions imaginable.
He knew I was a bad egg from the
time I had had the temerity to ask
about Sharon’s sacking, and so on,
and so forth.

In the end, he instructed Pedro,
the office administrator, to give me
my pay and I walked out just glad to
be shot of the place.

Imagine my surprise when a
month later I got a phone call from
Juan. He told me in a soft voice that
the business was in trouble and in
voluntary administration. If things
didn’t turn around sufficiently to
at least make the business saleable,
Juan might even lose his house.

I found out from other sources
that Juan, in order to pay his other
bills, had been failing to pass on
the GST and even some of his with-
holdings to the tax office. Now the
ATO was insisting on being paid!

Boss comes
crawling

Among his other problems, the
driver who had taken over my run
had become ill and they desperately
needed a replacement. “I know I
was unreasonable with you, but
would you, as a personal favour,
come back for a few days until the
other driver is well enough?”

I fought my initial feelings of
hostility and agreed. Days turned
to weeks when it was found that the
poor driver I was filling in for had
leukaemia.

Weeks have now become
months. New owners have taken
over and life goes on pretty much
as before. Juan has left and taken
most, but not all, of the authoritar-
ian atmosphere of the place with
him.

A seemingly endless stream of
characters — straight from the pages
of Tressel’s novel — continues to
pass through the bakery.

Like Steve, the former driver
turned sales rep who would get
you to complete some pointless
task every time he saw you, just
to satisfy his need for some petty
measure of power.

And John, the chief baker who
looked for the all the world like a
beaten dog. He had suffered the
most from the previous owner’s
unpredictable mood swings.

Almost a hundred years have
passed since Tressel wrote his
insightful novel about working
classing life in Hastings.

It is a scandal that so many of
his observations are still valid at
the beginning of the 21st century.
Surely, another century won’t be
allowed to pass before workers act
to change the basis of societies that
can’t or won’t ensure dignified con-
ditions for all its citizens. &

Indonesian pressure

Australian Government and public institutions alike surrendered
to pressure from Indonesia last month to withdraw support from a
number of events recognising the plight of West Papua, a resource-
rich province that has been struggling for independence since its

Indonesian takeover in the 1960s.

by Marni Cordell

The Morning Star Concert for
West Papua, held on Friday Febru-
ary 28 at the Melbourne Concert
Hall, was designed to be “part of
an energetic awareness raising
campaign for the issues of West
Papua”.

It was a high profile event,
featuring popular Australian and
West Papuan bands, from which
all proceeds will go to support the
West Papuan human rights moni-
toring group ELSHAM. Concert
organisers had advertised that the
ABC’s Radio National and Triple J
would be broadcasting the event.

However, in the week preceding
the concert — following complaints
— Minister for Communications
Richard Alston ordered that the
ABC withdraw their ‘support’
for the event, and ABC managing
director Russell Balding accord-
ingly issued a directive, reportedly
stating that the ABC could not
go against its charter to support a
‘political’ occasion.

The ABC were never in fact
supporting the concert, but merely
recording it, in order to broadcast
the event at a later date.

Similarly, RMIT University
(Melbourne) surrendered to pres-
sure from Indonesia last month to
withdraw their support for the West
Papua Futures forum.

The forum, held on February
25-26, was to be in RMIT’s Storey
Hall, but was moved at late notice
to the Victorian Trades Hall after
a complaint from the Indonesian
Embassy in Canberra.

Although the forum was jointly
sponsored by New International-

ist magazine and the Globalism
Institute, a research facility located
within RMIT, the university admin-
istrators have distanced themselves
from the event.

Pro Vice-Chancellor for
Research and Innovation, Neil
Furlong, commented: “it is not
appropriate that universities
formally endorse activities such
as conferences and forums where
criticism on matters pertaining to
the sovereignty of other nations is
intended.”

Australasian editor of New
Internationalist Chris Richards
described the move by RMIT as
“outrageous”, explaining that the
conference did not intend to chal-
lenge the territorial integrity of
Indonesia, but sought to encourage
“open dialogue and debate” about
the many social and political chal-
lenges the province is currently
facing.

“We organised the conference
because there are so many divergent
views between Indonesia and West
Papua about the future of West
Papua: what should it look like,
how should they be governed, what
is actually happening in terms of
human rights in the country at the
moment?”

The conference was held in the
same week as the Morning Star
Concert for West Papua and aimed
to be “an academic addition to
what was quickly becoming a West
Papua week; an opportunity for
people who are interested to learn
about the country and to experience
some of its culture.”

While claiming that reduced
federal funding to tertiary educa-
tion had made universities prey to

this sort of pressure, Chris Richards
maintained that, as an academic
institution “RMIT should not have
bowed to any government”, and
described the decision as “effec-
tively banning debate” on one of the
great social issues of our time.

The Indonesian Charge
d’Affaires, Imron Cotan, requested
that Greens Senator Bob Brown
withdraw from speaking at the
conference. Senator Brown
refused, stating: “It is an issue I've
been involved in since I got into
Tasmanian parliament 20 years
ago, and I intend to continue.”

This is not the first time that
RMIT has bowed down to pressure
from Indonesia. The university
apologised for “any offence that
may have been unintentionally
caused” after a ceremony honour-
ing West Papuan political refugee
Jacob Rumbiak raised protest from
the Indonesian Embassy in August
last year.

Pro Vice Chancellor Furlong
comments: “The university has a
clear obligation to respect the repu-
tation of its students, staff, alumni
and institutional partners both
domestically and internationally.”

However, it is also understood
that RMIT has withdrawn support
from the forum in part to avoid
financial repercussions; a signifi-
cant proportion of the university’s
international fee-paying students
hail from Indonesia.

According to Richards, “instead
of taking an academic response to
what’s happening in West Papua,
RMIT have taken a commercial
response.”

“I am speaking out, out of con-
cern for the public interest: the fact
that the Indonesian Government is
prepared to intervene in academic
institutions for a particular result;
and, more concerningly ... that
academic institutions are prepared
to respond to that pressure.” &

Raising the Morning Star
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Atghanistan has been well and truly betrayed

I have just returned from the last country we went to war with,

barely 16 months ago — Afghanistan. I spent a month there taklng
in medical aid to 13 mountain villages that collectively go by the
name of Sheik-Jalaal. Out of a population of 5000, 50 per cent were
children and they were dying. Dying of tuberculosis, diphtheria,
malaria, whooping cough, gastroenteritis, and URI. They haven’t
seen a doctor in 24 years! I arranged and paid for teams of doc-
tors, nurses, and drivers. I bought thousands of pounds worth of
medicines, and the Halo Trust (the mine-clearing organisation)
loaned me a fleet of two ambulances and two land rovers.

by David Hayman

Over a period of two weeks we
medically examined and treated the
whole population. It was mission
accomplished and the people and
schoolchildren of Scotland who
donated to our “Children of the
Rubble” campaign can be very
proud of what those donations
achieved.

At the end of the day, though,
what I managed to achieve was but
a sticking-plaster on the wounds
of that beleaguered and forgotten
country. Wasn’t this the country
that Tony Blair and George Bush
pledged, in the same breath that
announced war, that the people of
Afghanistan would not be forgot-
ten? Well, I can say after two visits
to Afghanistan that they are not
only forgotten but well and truly
betrayed.

The country is on its knees:
roads, bridges, tunnels, schools,
homes, hospitals, and farmlands
are reduced to rubble and dust. It is
one of the most heavily land-mined
countries in the world.

Only 5 per cent of the rural
population have access to clean
water, 17 per cent have access to
medical services, 13 per cent have
access to education, 25 per cent

of all children are dead by the age
of five. Life expectancy is 43. An
estimated three million people are
still in refugee camps in Iran and
Pakistan, let alone the hundreds of
thousands of internally displaced
peoples.

This country is in a mess and
if anyone tells me that millions of
dollars worth of aid is getting into
this country then I will gladly take
them to Afghanistan and point out
the brutal truth. The people are
dying! And we are turning a blind
eye.

The people are dying and
we are heading off to war with
yet another country that hasn’t
bombed us or attacked us. How
can we even contemplate creating
another, inevitable, humanitarian
disaster when the evidence of
Saddam Hussein’s threat to us all
has yet to be proven?

Surely, at the start of our 21%
century, we should have evolved
beyond the point where we reduce
a country and a people to dust, for
the flimsiest of excuses. War is the
failure of politics! War is the failure
of diplomacy! It is the absence of
wisdom and understanding.

The humanitarian crises, the
desperation of the children, the

Poverty and hardshlp, the brutal truth of Afghanlstan

betrayal of a people I witnessed in
Afghanistan must not be repeated.
Not in our name, Mr Blair.

David Hayman is head of operations, Spirit Aid,
Glasgow.

Acknowledgement to The Herald (Glasgow)
February 26,2003 &

The Cuban Five placed in solitary

The five Cuban political prisoners in the US were suddenly and
without justification thrown into solitary confinement on March
3. They had already been separated into different prisons. It is not
known how long the punishment will last.

Prison authorities have not
given the official reason for their
illegal confinement in “the hole”,
but apparently it is a decision from
the Federal Bureau of Prisons in
Washington, and has the markings
of direct political repression against
the Five.

Leonard Weinglass, appeals
attorney for Antonio Guerrero,
one of the Cuban Five in Florence
Colorado prison, said, “None of
them belongs in solitary confine-
ment. It is completely unjustified
and unnecessary as all of them are
model prisoners.”

Weinglass has urged supporters
of the Cuban Five to write imme-
diately to the Federal Bureau of
Prisons in Washington. We ask that
you do not write to the individual
prisons, as they are not responsible
for the confinement order.

Weinglass noted that the Black

Panther prisoners in the US were
similarly rounded up into solitary
right after 9/11.

The Cuban Five have been
imprisoned since September 1998
when they were arrested by the
FBI on trumped-up charges of
espionage on the United States. In
reality they were prosecuted by
the US for defending their country
of Cuba from US-sponsored and
supported terrorism that emanates
from Miami.

The Five had lived in Miami
since the early 1990s where they
were on a vital mission of monitor-
ing anti-Cuban terrorist groups and
preventing violence against their
country. More than 3400 Cubans
have been killed by the anti-Cuba
violence.

Reverend Geoff Bottoms, who
had flown in from Blackpool,
England, to see one of the five,

Brisbane
Tropical Dance Night Fiesta
Saturday 12th April
70 Cordelia St South Brisbane
Performers: Salvadorean Folkloric Dance Group;
Night Moves; Gabriela Villatoro; D J Lennie
Cover charge: $12 At the door; $10 Prepaid; $8 For members
For Tickets: Ricardo 3899 2076; DJLennie 0410 65 45 90

Email: djlennie@yahoo.com www.djinterlude.freehomepage.com

All proceeds go to El Salvador & Guatemala projects

Ukranian Hall

Ramoén Labaifiino in Beaumont
federal prison in Texas, was told
without explanation that Ramoén
was not permitted visitors.

Visitors to Gerardo Hernandez
Jrapko in Lompoc prison were told,
“It is possible they will not get any
more visitors other than their family
in the future.”

Supporters of the Cuban Five
are asked to protest to the Bureau
of Prisons at their unjust and
unnecessary solitary confinement.
Their exemplary behaviour does
not warrant this kind of treatment.
There is reason to believe they are
singled out because they are politi-
cal prisoners.

It is also essential that their
attorneys have full and unrestricted
access to their clients, especially
at this critical time when they are
preparing for the April 7 appeals
court hearing in Atlanta.

Weinglass was unable to speak
with Antonio for two days although
he had authorised collect calls from
him. It is undoubtedly very stressful
for their family members.

They had only just returned
to Cuba, after coming to the US
to visit their loved ones. The US
Government had delayed issuing
the families’ entry visas for more
than six months. Two of the wives,
Olga Salanueva and Adriana Perez
are still prohibited from entering
the US.

The address of the Federal Bureau of Prisons is:
320 First St.

N.W. Washington DC 20534.

(0011 1) 202-307-3198.

Mon-Fri, 8amto 5pm &

Alcoa to vandalise
Iceland wilderness

CorpWatch, an organisation holding corporations accountable, is
appealing for support to stop the government of Iceland signing
a deal that would give a subsidiary of aluminium smelter Alcoa,
the go ahead to construct a large hydropower project in Iceland’s
Eastern Highlands. This is one of Europe’s largest remaining wilder-
ness areas. The subsidiary would supply power to an aluminium

smelter owned by Alcoa.

The “Kahranjukar Project”
involves building miles of roads,
boring a series of tunnels and
diverting dozens of rivers to create
three reservoirs and erect nine
dams, including one that is 750
metres — Europe’s highest.

Alcoa is the world’s largest alu-
minium producer and is moving to
Iceland, not to expand production,
but to cut costs. It is closing smelt-
ers in the US and moving to Iceland
where the government is offering
dirt-cheap electricity.

The aluminium plant will get a
subsidised rate, thought to be about
1.5 cents/kwh. The utility has yet to
release the price at which it will sell
Alcoa its hydropower.

But it is not just cheap power
that draws Alcoa to Iceland: Ice-
land’s reliance on geothermal power
gives it an exemption from the
Kyoto Protocol’s fossil fuel emis-
sions. This would allow Alcoa’s
smelter to operate without having to
pay penalties for any carbon dioxide
emissions.

If the project goes ahead, a large
wilderness area would be sacrificed.
The project would drown 50 square
kilometres of tundra, presently the
grazing grounds for more than 2000
reindeer and the nesting ground for
the pink-footed goose. It will affect
the flow of close to 60 waterfalls.
In early summer, silt from the
exposed banks will blow over the
countryside. There are a number
of other serious environmental
consequences.

Project officials claim that
it will create close to 750 jobs in
eastern Iceland, an economically
disadvantaged region. Yet the
economics of the project are ques-
tionable.

According to an indepen-
dent analysis commissioned by
Iceland’s Nature Conservation
Agency, it is likely to produce
annual losses of US $36 million.
These funds could be spent creat-
ing other jobs that do not destroy a
major wilderness area.

Take Action!

The Iceland Nature Conserva-
tion Association (INCA) has led a
strong campaign against the project
with regular large demonstrations,
daily protests at the parliament
building, a hunger strike and a court
case against the environment min-
ister. The environmental activists
want to turn the area into a National
Park of “Fire and Ice”.

But time is running out. The
Icelandic Government plans to sign
go-ahead agreements before the
national elections of May 2003.

For more information visit:
www.inca.is

Readers wishing to support
the campaign may send a free
fax to Alcoa tell the company to
withdraw from its destructive
project in Iceland immediately. To
do this, visit
http://www.corpwatch.org/action/
PAA jsp?articleid=5828 &
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Israeli suppression of Palestinians .

under cover of a war on Irag

Under the cover of a war against Iraq the Israeli Government is
preparing drastic measures against the Palestinian people in an
outrageous act of suppression which, if they are implemented,
could only be compared to the measures taken by the Nazis
against the people of Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia and other

countries during WW 2.

Palestinian NGOs are appealing
to the world for their support and
solidarity.

World appeal

From Palestinians under siege
World attention is focused on
Iraq and the effect of the US-led
attack on regional stability. Millions
of people all over the world demon-
strate their opposition to the war
and attempt to avert it. However,
the message we, the Palestinian
civilian population, are receiving
from Israeli officials is threatening
us with dangerous consequences.
Statements made over the last
two months by both Israeli officials
and media indicate what they are
planning and preparing to execute
in the Palestinian occupied territo-
ries in case of war against Iraq.
Such statements could be meant
as intimidation, deterrent or real
threat. In view of our experience,
we, the Palestinians, tend to see
them as a threat endangering our
very existence in this land of ours.

The threats published just
recently by the Israeli media
include, among many others:

* Imposing a total curfew on
the Palestinian people and land.

e Declaring the Palestinian
territories closed military areas,
thus preventing foreign and local
journalists from operating in the
territories. Such measures are
clearly intended to prevent the
public exposure of the possible
Israeli actions against the Palestin-
ians.

» Continuing the Israeli prac-
tice of mass detention of Palestinian
activists without charges, and the
destruction of Palestinian homes
and infrastructure.

* Possible mass transfer of
Palestinian civilian population
from certain locations adjacent to
the proposed Israeli security wall.
These areas belong to the occupied
West Bank.

* Possible efforts to transfer
Palestinians from the occupied ter-
ritories to neighbouring countries.

* Possible elimination of the
elected president of the Palestinian
Authority, Mr Yasser Arafat, or his
deportation to a remote area.

The Palestinian Emergency
Committees (PEC) were estab-
lished in the Palestinian territories
to organise the community during
the possible war on Iraq, and to
highlight the need for Palestinian
readiness for possible drastic Israeli
measures.

PEC is a coalition of NGOs,
national organisations, chari-
table societies, professional unions,
political parties, ministries and
public figures, operating through
a co-ordinating office in Ramallah
with national outreach and repre-
sentation.

We ask you to form an Interna-
tional Committee for the Protection
of the Palestinian People, and to
take immediate steps to prevent
the Israeli Government from taking
advantage of the situation created
by a war on Iraq.

Your support is very much
needed and could help to prevent
further suffering and pain and the
death of innocent Palestinians.

For further information

and contadt, please email:
protectpalestinians@yahoo.com
Ramallah, Occupied Palestine &

Police lay into Hip Hop journalist

Hip Hop activists in San Francisco found themselves at odds
with the police when high school students and Hip Hop-
pers from groups like Youth Force, SOUL, Street Academy
and numerous other organisations took to the streets to
participate in an anti-war demonstration. The Walk Outs
were part of the national anti-war demonstrations that took

place all over the country.
by Davey D

The Walk Outs marked one of
the first times that large numbers
of Black and Latino youth from
the hood came out and voiced their
opinion about the war. In the past
few weeks there had been some
concern that the large anti-war
demonstrations did not have folks
from the hood participating. But
this event was different as folks
from around the way came out in
full force. Maybe that’s what led to
the drama that took place.

According to participants
a number of police officers on
motorcycles followed the group as
they started walking from down
town Oakland to the historic Jack
London Square.

Apparently the march was
taking place without a permit
and the police felt they needed to
monitor things. Long time Hip
Hop journalist and community

Sydney
Walk against the war coalition
No war on Iraq
No Australian involvement

Iraq peace vigil

Every friday 5.30-7.30 pm
Sydney Town Hall

Palm Sunday march for peace
Sunday 13th April
Belmore Park
Contact: Bruce Childs 9386-1240

Nick Everett 0409-762-081
John Hallam 9567-7533, 9810-2598

activist JR who was taking pictures
and covering the march for the
SF Bayview newspaper noted the
irony of getting a permit to walk
down the street and let your voices
be heard.

It’s not like these groups were
rioting, looting, causing trouble
or even holding up traffic. They
simply assembled which is their
right and let their voices be heard.

Shoved and hit

As the demonstration started
to grow in size the motorcycle
police moved in and attempted to
use crowd control tactics to split up
the group. Young high school kids
suddenly found themselves being
shoved and hit by officers on the
motorcycles.

This activity set things off as
folks began to yell at the officers.
One young lady was pushed to
the ground by an officer and that
prompted demonstrators to yell
even more.

A young Hip Hop writer named
Rashida ran to the aid of the fallen
woman only to be confronted by
another officer who tackled her to
the ground and broke her tooth.

JR, who was travelling with
Rashida, stepped forth to see what
was going on. He wanted to make
sure that what he was seeing would
be documented on film. He was
carrying a camera. His camera was
snatched and he was slammed to the
ground with an officer putting his
knee on his neck.

These harrowing images were

caught on film by others and JR
was shown on the evening news
being dragged to the ground and
arrested. Both he and Rashida were
arrested and accused of kicking a
police officer. For those who don’t
know JR is around 174 centimetres
and skinny and would hardly be one
to simply run up and start attacking
an officer.

He phoned in from the city jail
and explained that many people
were in fear of their lives when the
officers started becoming aggres-
sive. Kids were being run over and
shoved by the motorcycles and the
police seemed bent on intimidating
people he said.

He noted that most of the par-
ticipants were not out in the streets
attempting to do some sort of civil
disobedience or get arrested. In fact
they had been advised to avoid get-
ting a police record. That can only
have negative effects in the age of
Homeland Security and the Patriot
Act. There were enough Black folks
caught up in the system and we
don’t need any more.

JR noted that it was extremely
important that folks come out and
be a part of the national anti-war
demonstrations. Should war break
out it’s going to be a whole lot of
folks from the hood who will be on
the front line due to our large num-
bers in the armed forces. Hence we
have a vested interest to weigh in.

JR also felt that the police
with their aggressive tactics were
attempting to discourage young
folk from participating and having
their voices heard.

As he was being driven to the
police station, JR noted that one of
the officers callously remarked that
he should’ve “used his gun”. I guess
you can’t get any clearer message
than that.

FNV Newsletter &

INTERNATIONAL
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Call for solidarity — an Israeli soldier with Palestinian prisoners

Global briefs

ROMANIA: Five Iragi diplomats were expelled from Romania
last week at the request of the United States. The US has tar-
geted 300 diplomats in 60 countries. Romania and Australia
jumped to comply with the request. Both countries denied US
pressure to expel the diplomats. “We certainly conferred with
the Americans on this”, said Australian Foreign Minister Alex-
ander Downer. “They have asked us to look into the activities
of Iraqgi diplomats. The US doesn’t instruct Australia. Australia
is an independent country”, added Mr Downer. Iraq denounced
what it called “a frantic campaign” by the CIA. Given the timing
of the expulsions, the CIA is hoping that some diplomats may
switch sides and provide the US with some useful information.

BRITAIN: Tam Dalyell, a veteran of Britain’s Labour Party and the
oldest Member of the House of Commons, called for the resigna-
tion of Prime Minister Tony Blair over his policy on Iraq. “The US
and Britain are very wrong. | think it is too late for Tony Blair. Per-
sonally | want a new Prime Minister. We are looking for someone
other than Tony Blair. He should resign “straight away”, said Tam.

EUROPE: Europe’s prestigious advisory committee — the
Scientific Committee on Food (SCF) — has reversed its posi-
tion over the safety of eating irradiated foods, citing the need
for more research. The SCF refused to endorse an increase
of the current maximum irradiation dose limit of 10kGy. The
SCF statement is crucial as it comes shortly before a meet-
ing in Tanzania of CODEX - the international food-standards
setting body — to decide whether the international standard
governing food irradiation should be changed to allow any
food to be irradiated above 10kGy. At the forefront of the push
to weaken the international food irradiation standard is the
United States. However, the European Commission, speaking
on behalf of EU member states, has resisted this move. The
strong statement by the SCF will reinforce the EC position.

USA: The Bush administration is preparing supplementary
spending requests totalling US$95 billion for a war with Iraq.
On the other hand, the United Nations has collected only US$30
million to deal with the inevitable refugee crisis. That amounts
to less than US$1.50 for each of the 22.5 million citizens of Iraq.

BRITAIN: A Southampton University study revealed that more
than a million elderly people in Britain are at risk from malnutri-
tion due to social isolation and poverty. About 13 per cent of the
population over 65 are not eating properly and studies have
shown that as many as 20 per cent could be malnourished.
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Stalingrad, a tower
of inspiration
February’s anniversary of the
battle of Stalingrad has passed
without a murmur. It was Feb-
ruary 2 that Field Marshal von
Paulus surrendered on behalf of
the German army. It appears that
this most crucial of battles has
now been consigned to oblivion
in today’s Cold War version his-
tory books. That version claims
that the German Nazi forces were
defeated by the severe Russian
winter, or by bad strategy on the
part of the German command,
or simply bad luck.

Then there’s the extreme ver-
sion that claims Soviet soldiers,
rather than face the wrath of their
“ruthless” leaders, were willing
to recklessly sacrifice themselves
in the face of the German war
machine. At best the Soviet soldiers
and people of Stalingrad are por-
trayed as being duped by extreme
nationalism which in turn inspired
great heroism.

At this point in history, as
the world faces the possibility of
another conflagration, I believe
it is absolutely essential that the
record be set straight on what was
a major turning point in the defeat
of fascism.

I would go so far as to state that
the victory of the Soviet people
at Stalingrad, in the first week of
February 60 years ago, was the
most important single event in the
history of the struggle against fas-
cism in Europe, and the defence of
democracy throughout the world.

Socialism and internationalism
and the core values of civilisation

were at the heart of the battle of
Stalingrad. The Soviet soldiers and
people fought and died there so that
the world might live in peace and
that working people everywhere
might live to create a better world.

Stalingrad was a major manu-
facturing centre on the Volga River.
It was also the key to the communi-
cations system of southern Russia.
Strategically it was very important.

Every single factory, building
and street was defended. More
than two million died during the
200 days of fighting. Of these,
official Russian military historians
estimate, 1,100,000 were Soviet
soldiers.

As one commentator stated: “In
this most costly of military engage-
ments, the Nazi army suffered not
only its first major defeat, but one
that essentially paved the way for
the collapse of the Third Reich.”

It was an inspiration to the
anti-fascist and revolutionary
forces around the world, from the
liberation forces that were to carry
out China’s great revolution, to the
anti-colonialist freedom movement
in India and to the French Resis-
tance.

Today, as we again face a fascist
threat, the battle for Stalingrad
remains a towering inspiration.

Nathan Barnes
Brisbane, Qld

US Empire Building
in the Middle East

Dr Harlan Ullman who was
interviewed by Terry Jones on
ABC TV’s Lateline last week let
slip “war on Iran” instead of “war
on Iraq”. Even though the error was

quickly rectified he confirmed what
many of us expect — that the US will
set up military bases in Iraq ready
for an onslaught against Iran and
Syria.

Harlan Ullman was Professor
of Strategy at the US National War
College. Among his former students
was Secretary of State Colin Powell
with whom he remains a good
friend. He is in a good position to
know future US war plans.

It looks as though Australia is
facing a long-term military com-
mitment to the Middle East on
behalf of US empire building.

Gareth W R Smith
NSW

Who’s he kidding?
What really infuriates me in
the current [NSW] election
campaign is John Brogden’s
claims to Liberal Party saint-
hood. He is running around with
school policies he reckons are far
superior to anybody else’s.

There is one thing I remember
very clearly from the time Nick
Greiner and his sidekick Education
Minister Metherell were in power.
Our next door kids used to walk to
a school just round the corner. They
were happy, their parents were
satisfied. But it was too much for
the Liberals who had embarked on
a program of public school closure
and asset sale.

So on a brutally hot day when
the temperature was around 30+
those kids and their friends walked
all the way along George Street
begging for their school to be left
alone.

No chance. You don’t get any

Got something to say?
Then write it down and send it to us.
Letters of up to 400 words are preferred.

mercy from the likes of Howard,
Greiner, Metherell or Brogden for
that matter.

Michael Yabsley, NSW Liberal
Party chief fundraiser is busy
organising funds for John Brogden.
Remember him? He single-hand-
edly managed to brutalise the NSW
prison system like nobody else
before or after him.

John Howard endorsed John
Brogden and that should tell us
something.

How come I haven’t heard
local NSW Liberals defending
bulk-billing?

Marie Watt
Sydney, NSW

A short war?

The looming aggression against
Iraq is often presented as a short,
sharp, “clean” exercise to depose
the legal head of state, Saddam
Hussein, to end the suffering of
Iraqi citizens from a despot.
Some in Britain have already
stated that it will only take six
days for the war to be won.

Didn’t we have the Israeli “Six
Day War” in 1967, when Israel
defeated the Arab armies? What
do we have now, in 2003, 36 years
later? Peace? Prosperity? Security?
No refugee camps? All refugees
returned to their lands? Not at all!.
The shortest war has been casting a
long shadow ever since.

The first Gulf War was not long
either. Apart from the slaughter of
Iraqis during the actual war, thou-
sands have died since because of it.

Thousands more will die even
without the coming new slaughter
because of military-created con-
tamination of the country.

Iraqi children are seven
times more likely to be born with
leukaemia or birth malformations
now than before the first Gulf war,
according to the Green member of a
European Parliamentary delegation.

Soldiers are not sent to war to
sing lullabies. They are sent there to
do what they’ve been trained to do
— to kill people and make sure that
the ones who send them there profit
from it.

Australian soldiers in the Gulf
(and I do feel sorry for them) may
also get a dose of poisoning from
depleted uranium weapons that the
US will use again.

They are not protecting Austra-
lia. They are protecting American
interests because John Howard has
decided so. Let’s be clear about
these things and get the hell out of
this mess before it is too late.

I would like to see published in
any daily paper, a complete list of
our current politicians with a state-
ment next to each and every name
on whether they support this dirty
war. We should all know who our
“heroes” are.

R Carnegie
Bondi, NSW

Culture
& Life

Dies Committee

Say “un-American activities”
and most people would probably
think of Senator Joe McCarthy
or HUAC (House Un-American
Activities Committee) and
possibly one of its members,
Richard Nixon. But in fact the
Special Congressional Commit-
tee to investigate un-American
activities had already achieved
notoriety before WW2.

by Rob Gowland

Set up just prior to the signing
of the Munich Pact in 1938, the
Committee showed no interest
in exposing Axis espionage and
fifth column activity in the United
States. Under the Chairmanship
of Representative Martin Dies of
Texas (now who else do we know
who comes from there?), the
Committee energetically pursued
the line that the chief threat to the
United States came not from Nazi
Germany or Fascist Japan, but from
Bolshevik Russia.

The Dies Committee, as it was
known, was enthusiastically sup-
ported and assisted by pro-Axis and
anti-Soviet elements in the US. The
pro-Nazi, anti-Semitic and Berlin-
funded German-American Bund,
the US Nazi organisation the Silver
Shirts, Father Charles Coughlin’s
Catholic-Fascist outfit the Christian
Front were full of praise for Dies
and his Committee.

(Incidentally, the massive
— and very well funded — rallies
in Madison Square Garden of the

Silver Shirts, with their parade of
massed US flags and multiple
portraits of George Washington,
would have fitted in perfectly to the
Bush regime’s present “patriotic”
climate. But that shouldn’t surprise
us, should it?)

The first Chief Investigator
appointed by the Dies Committee
had nothing to recommend him
except anti-Sovietism. A former
labour spy and sometime jour-
nalist, Edward F Sullivan had
been recruited years earlier as a
propagandist for the anti-Soviet
Ukrainian nationalist movement in
the US.

Sullivan did not speak a word of
Ukrainian, but he knew what was
wanted of him and soon became
“an outstanding figure in the
fascist Ukrainian-American move-
ment” which took its directives
from “Hetman Skoropadski and
other White Ukrainian émigrés in
Berlin.”

In 1936, Sullivan had been
the main speaker at a national
conference organised by leading
US anti-Semitic and pro-Nazi
propagandists.

Held in Asheville, North
Carolina, the conference speakers
included, besides Sullivan, Wil-
liam Dudley Pelley, chief of the
Silver Shirts; James True, who was
publisher of a fascist bulletin in col-
laboration with Sullivan; and Ernest
F Elmhurst, alias E F Fleischkopf, a
Bund member and Nazi agent.

“The speakers violently attacked
Soviet Russia and denounced the
Roosevelt Administration as part
of a ‘Jewish Communist plot’.
The Asheville press reported that
Sullivan’s speech was ‘what Hitler
would have said had he been speak-
ing’”” (Sayers and Kahn, The Great
Conspiracy against Russia)

None of this deterred Dies from
hiring Sullivan. As we shall see, it
probably recommended him.

Unfortunately, left-wing organi-

sations tipped off liberal elements
of the press about the unsavoury
background of the Committee’s
new Chief Investigator and Dies
had reluctantly to let him go, “for
reasons of economy”’.

Sullivan returned to spread-
ing anti-Soviet and pro-Nazi
propaganda amongst the Ukrainian
community in the US. But he
retained his position as one of the
Dies Committee’s “anti-Communist
experts”.

He was replaced by J B Mat-
thews, a former radical who had
turned his coat. “Matthews’ writ-
ings were widely publicised and
distributed by leading American
fascists and Axis agents.

“The Nazi Propaganda Min-
istry recommended his work.
Articles by Matthews appeared in
Contra-Comintern, an organ of
[German Nazi propagandist] Alfred
Rosenberg’s Aussenpolitisched
Am¢” (Sayers and Kahn).

Not surprisingly, the “expert
witnesses” who paraded before the
Dies Committee painted a lurid pic-
ture of plots by “Moscow agents” to
overthrow the US Government.

Dies published a book to
popularise the “findings” of
his Committee in 1940, entitled
The Trojan Horse in America: A
Report to the Nation. At a time
when pro-Nazi organisations were
staging mass rallies in US cities
as spearheads of a genuine Nazi
fifth column, Dies was stridently
warning the US people of the
likely danger of Stalin “at the
head of 150 divisions of uniformed
Soviet troops” invading the United
States!

After Hitler invaded the USSR,
Dies opposed providing US aid to
the Soviet army. He continued his
anti-Soviet campaign even after
the US and the USSR had become
allies.

In March of 1942, US Vice-
President Henry Wallace said

“In God
e Trust®

of Dies’ activities: “If we were
at peace, these tactics could be
overlooked as the product of a
witchcraft mind. We are not at
peace, however.

“We are at war, and the doubts
and anger which this and similar
statements of Mr Dies tend to
arouse in the public mind might as
well come from Mr Goebbels him-
self as far as their practical effect is
concerned.”

The “expert witnesses” who
testified before Dies’ Committee
included:

Alvin Halpern, a petty criminal
who was sentenced to two years jail
for larceny on the second day of his
testimony;

Peter J Innes, a labour spy and
thief who was later jailed for eight
years for the attempted rape of a
small child;

William C McCuiston, an
organiser of strong-arm squads for
attacking trade unionists;

William Nowell, another labour
spy and confidential adviser to
Silver Shirter Gerald L K Smith;

Richard Krebs, a confessed
former Gestapo agent, now claim-
ing to be a “Communist agent”, Jan
Valtin; and

“General” Walter G Krivitsky,
who claimed to be a former agent of
the GPU (forerunner of the KGB).
He had fled to the USA when the
Nazi fifth column in the USSR was
exposed and arrested.

Krivitsky, you will recall from
last week, was recently written up
in the Australian Financial Review
as one of “the more notable defec-
tions from Stalin’s regime”. We will
deal with that claim in more detail
next week.

(I do hope readers find this
material of interest. Anti-Soviet-
ism is on an upsurge at present and
I think we need to be aware of just
what its ideological underpinnings
really are.) &
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previews

ABC & SBS public
television programs

Sun March 23 ~
~ Sat March 29

Ken Burns’s previous award-
winning documentary series on
aspects of Americana have dealt
with The Civil War, Baseball and
Jazz. All have been splendidly
made and enthralling to watch
(and with their fascinating
soundtracks, to listen to).

His latest series examines the
life and career of Mark Twain
(ABC 9.30pm Sundays).

Twain (real name Samuel Clem-
ens) epitomises literary Americana.
Even when abroad (and he travelled
widely) he wrote of the foreign
world for Americans.

“My books are water; those
of the great geniuses are wine”,
he once said. “Everybody drinks
water.”

During his long life he was a
printer’s apprentice and a riverboat
pilot, a prospector and a reporter.
He came to be considered one of
the greatest humorists on earth and
a brilliant performer on the lecture
circuit who could entertain almost
any audience.

Voices heard in Mark Twain
include those of Phillip Bosco,
Tim Clark, Blythe Danner, Ann
Duquesnay, Carolyn McCormick,
Amy Madigan and Cynthia Nixon.
Kevin Conway is heard as the voice
of Mark Twain.

The visual material unearthed
by Burns and his team is truly
remarkable.

friend of mine, visiting a

restaurant in the US, was
recommended by his host to “try
the steak ... it’s good here”. When
it arrived, it was not a piece of meat
but a large pattie of chipped beef.

The meat packing industry,
plagued by organised crime
involvement, has always been
of concern to socially conscious
Americans. Freshly packed meat is
sent to supermarkets in better off
neighbourhoods on a sale or return
basis.

Unsold meat is returned to be
repacked and sent out to super-

markets and convenience stores in
not-so-well-off neighbourhoods.
Unsold meat from there is similarly
returned, and now beginning to
turn green, is repacked and sent out
to shops in poor neighbourhoods.

But in Modern Meat in the
Cutting Edge timeslot (SBS
8.30pm Tuesday), the subject is the
way today’s highly-industrialised
meat business has fundamentally
changed the composition of the
typical American burger, causing
some to fear the spread of serious
— and even deadly — bacteria.

With enormous numbers of
cattle now being herded, fattened in
“feed lots”, slaughtered, and ground
up together, it’s virtually impossible
to determine how many cows con-
tribute to a single burger.

Modern Meat also explores
the powerful US meat industry’s
attempts to resist US Government
regulations aimed at preventing
contaminated meat from ending
up in supermarkets and fast food
chains.

Despite the new US federal
safety regulations, more than 100
million pounds of meat have been
recalled since 1998 due to suspected
bacterial contamination. And in
mid-2002, America’s largest meat
processor had to recall 500,000
pounds of beef contaminated with
e.-coli bacteria from 17 States.

Bon appetit!
he latest offering from
the BBC’s acclaimed

Natural History unit with David
Attenborough is well up to their
usual standard, a standard that has
indeed set a new benchmark for
nature programs.

The Life Of Mammals (ABC
8.30pm Wednesdays) examines
the most diverse group of animals
ever to live on earth. Hair, warm
blood and the capacity to give birth
to live young means mammals have
been able to colonise every environ-
ment.

In episode one, A Winning
Design, Attenborough visits
Australia to look at the earliest
mammalian forms, monotremes
and marsupials. It is typical of the
high quality of this series that the
episode is instructive and revealing,
even to Australians well versed in
nature programs about our own
country.

The footage of rock wallabies
effortlessly hopping about on cliff-
faces is equally as fascinating as the
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“It was beauty killed the beast” (King Kong)

infra-red photography of the under-
water-feeding marsupial possum
from South America, the yapok.

We also learn that since the
introduction of high cranes allowing
detailed study of the forest canopy
in South America (once joined to
Australia as part of Gondwanaland)
scientists believe there may be more
marsupials (mainly possum-like
creatures) there than in Australia.

The South American mar-
supials have not diversified into
as many ecological niches as in
Australia, though, because of the
competition for those niches from
placental mammals moving in from
the north.

This is quality viewing, highly
recommended.

s It Happened: Mutiny:
The True Story Of Red

October (SBS 7.30pm Saturday)
claims that on November 9, 1975,
Valeri Sablin, the “senior Commu-
nist” on the Soviet destroyer Sentry,
led a mutiny supported by all the
crew and most of the officers.

They would sail the ship to
Leningrad where the populace
would welcome them and then join
them in a popular uprising to oust
the corrupt Brezhnev leadership
and return the USSR to a true
Bolshevik policy.

Communist Youth
of Australia
Meeting

This Sunday, 23rd of

March, at 12 noon

Where: 65 Campbell St Surry
Hills Sydney

About: NSW State elections,

the next big anti- war

demos, CYA stuff.

When:

PERTH
NO WAR ON IRAQ
NO AUSTRALIAN SUPPORT
Protest Rally, March & Festival
Saturday 22nd March 12 noon
Perth Esplanade
(Cnr Barrack St & The Esplanade)
March commences 12.30 sharp!
For more info call: 9218 9608 or 9477 6301
or visit: www.nwawa.org
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Assuming any of this is true
(the program claims it was the basis
for the US fictionalised movie The
Hunt For Red October although
they have little in common), as
political officer on the Sentry
Sablin would have to have known
that this was not the way to bring
about political reform (if that is
indeed what he wanted).

He would have known too that
without a revolutionary situation
his mutiny would be at best a futile,
doomed gesture. The mutiny was
quickly put down and Sablin was
shot, so the incident remains only a
curious footnote in Soviet history.

How much of the account is
true, who knows? How much is
actually significant, you must judge
for yourselves.

Computers have made spe-

cial effects in movies so
seamless and natural-looking that
we tend to take them for granted
now. Indeed, where would the
average Hollywood film be without
computerised special effects?

But in the days before
computers (remember them?)
convincing special effects were an
art that spanned many crafts. They
required a full understanding of
the possibilities of motion picture
photography and lighting as well
as painting, model-making and of
course film editing.

Among many films that fea-
tured ingeniously creative “special
effects”, the greatest by far has
always been Merian C Cooper

WORTH WATCHING

and Ernest B Schoedsack’s 1933
classic King Kong (ABC 10.30pm
Saturday).

A down-on-his-luck Hol-
lywood producer sails to a
mysterious South Sea island con-
taining dinosaurs and a giant ape.
Captured, the ape is taken back to
New York to be exhibited as “the
eighth wonder of the world”, but
breaks loose, wreaks havoc and
is shot down on top of the Empire
State Building.

Special FX genius Willis
O’Brien created naturalistic
effects that would not be equalled
for 40 years or more. Wounded
dinosaurs bleed, the 30-foot tall
ape (in most scenes an 18-inch
model) has more expression than
most of the human performers,
and ape and humans interact most
convincingly.

Made before the Hays Code
was introduced, the film includes
shots of Kong chomping on
natives as if they were carrots, and
an extraordinary scene in which
a bemused (and subsequently
smitten) Kong investigates Fay
Wray, clutched in his giant hand,
using an equally giant finger, in
the process removing most of her
clothing.

Atmospheric from its foggy
opening on studio-built New York
docks to producer Carl Denham’s
final line “It was beauty killed the
beast”, King Kong single-handedly
saved RKO from bankruptcy. It
remains a treat. &

Sydney
Politics in the Pub

Every Friday night 6pm — 7.45pm
Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills

(across from the Chalmers St exit and Devonshire St tunnel at Central Station)
Dinner afterwards in the Royal Exhibition Hotel across the road

March 21
IS AUSTRALIA’S DEMOCRACY UNER THREAT?
Justice John Dowd, International Commission of Jurists
Paul White, Researcher, Peace and Conflict Studies, Sydney Uni

March 28
UNDERSTANDING ISLAM
Maha Abdo President Muslim Women'’s Association;
Keysar Trad Adviser to the Mufti,
Director of Lebanese Muslim Association

April 11

FINANCING THE STATE OF THE NATION

- WHO’S AFRAID OF THE BIG BAD DEBT?
Frank Stilwell, Prof Economics, Sydney Uni

Ingrid Schraner, Uni W Sydney
John Rappell, Australian Financial Markets Association
The Gaelic Club, like all clubs, is required to have non members sign in.
To avoid queues you may wish to become a social member for $5.
Ing: Pat Toms 9358 4834 pbtoms@bigpond.com ; Jan O’Leary 9818 3737,
jol@pnc.com.au PO Box 325 Rozelle NSW 2039 ; Win Childs Fax 9660 6554
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A crime against humanity

“We have a very sound legal basis for this decision”, said Prime
Minister John Howard at his press conference on Tuesday March
18. The Bush, Blair and Howard Governments all claim that UN
resolution 1441 gives them the legal authority to launch war on
Iraq. It is worth recalling the statements made by the British and
US Governments in relation to that resolution. The resolution
was passed unanimously by the UN Security Council only after
considerable pressure and coercion had been applied to reluctant
states and certain guarantees made as to its meaning. Because of
the importance of the issue and the blatant lies and breeches of
those undertakings we are reprinting below The Guardian article
which was published on November 13, 2002, following the adoption
of Resolution 1441. The article carried the headline “UN resolution

a step towards war”.

The question of peace or war
hangs in the balance following the
resolution unanimously adopted
by the UN Security Council last
Friday, November 8. American
and British leaders have deliber-
ately drafted a resolution which
they expect will prove impossible
to implement and provide them
with the excuse for launching
an aggressive, illegitimate war
against Iraq to be followed by
war against a number of other
countries.

These two aggressive, warmon-
gering governments were forced to
take the matter to the UN Security
Council by the opposition coming
from many governments and from
the mass demonstrations against
war that have erupted around the
world.

However, the UN resolution can
be seen as no more than a tempo-
rary respite. The extreme danger of
war remains.

The US and British march to
war has nothing to do with the
alleged possession of weapons of
mass destruction by Iraq. Even if
any exist and, so far, no evidence
has been produced to prove it, they
could not possibly threaten the US
or Britain.

The real reasons for war are to
be found in the severe economic
crisis that is overtaking the US
economy, the steady decline of the
real position of the US in world
affairs, the worldwide opposition
to its war policies, its objective of
controlling the oil resources of Iraq
and, thereby, the major oil resources
of the Middle East, its drive for
world domination and the imposi-
tion of a new colonialism over all
countries.

These are the compelling rea-
sons why the US and Britain want
a war. They believe that the deep
crisis of capitalism can be resolved
by war as they have attempted to do
in the past.

The UN resolution does not pro-
vide for a “pre-emptive strike” by
the US and Britain, and reaffirms
“the commitment of all member
states to the sovereignty and ter-

ritorial integrity of Iraq, Kuwait and
the neighbouring states”.

While imposing staggeringly
harsh conditions on Iraq, such
have never been imposed on any
sovereign country before, and
laying down a specific timetable,
the resolution provides for further
meetings of the UN Security Coun-
cil “to consider the situation in
order to secure international peace
and security”. (emphasis added)

The resolution makes no men-
tion of “pre-emptive strike” or of
“regime change” — phrases often
repeated by US President Bush.

However, the resolution retains
the wording demanded by the US
and Britain that Iraq face “serious
consequences” if it continues “in
violation of its obligations”.

A comment in The New York
Times gives away the real designs
of the Bush administration. It
says: “Despite the administration’s
professed confidence in the inspec-
tors, there is a deep-seated unstated
fear that President Saddam Hussein
will only seem to cooperate and
the inspectors will find little or
nothing incriminating. That
would leave the administration with
insufficient evidence to persuade
the Security Council, its potential
allies — or even Americans — that
a war is necessary.”

Despite the assertions of the
US Ambassador to the UN that
the resolution does not contain any
“hidden triggers” and no “automa-
ticity” with respect to the use of
force, the continued warmongering
statements by President Bush and
the even more bellicose statements
by Tony Blair raise doubts that the
Ambassador’s assurances can be
believed.

Following the Security Council
vote the French Ambassador to the
UN said the resolution strengthens
the role and authority of the Secu-
rity Council.

The Security Council’s objec-
tive was for a “two-stage approach”
to ensure that it maintains control of
the process at each stage.

France welcomes the fact that
all ambiguity and all elements of

f;fE:a PUT IT SIMFPLY... WERE
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automaticity have disappeared from
the resolution. France’s objective is
to work tirelessly for the stability of
the region. War can be only a last
recourse, the French Ambassador
said.

The Russian UN Ambassador
said that as a result of intensive
negotiations the resolution does
not contain any provisions about
automatic use of force. It is
important that the sponsors of
the resolution (US and Britain)
officially confirmed that that was
their understanding.

It is of fundamental importance
that there is clear confirmation in
the resolution that all members of
the UN respect the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Iraq and of all
states in the region.

The Chinese Ambassador
said that China stands firmly for
a peaceful solution to the ques-
tion of Iraq through political and
diplomatic means and within the
framework of the United Nations.

China, he said, “has consis-
tently held that the sovereignty and
territorial integrity as well as the
legitimate concerns of Iraq should
be respected and that the Security
Council should, depending on Iraq’s
implementation of relevant resolu-
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tions, consider suspending and
eventually lifting the 12-year-long
sanctions against Iraq”.

The Syrian Ambassador said
that Syria voted for the resolution
having received reassurances
from the US and Britain as well
as France and Russia, that the
resolution would not be used as a
pretext to strike Iraq and that it
did not constitute a basis for any
automatic strikes against Iraq.

The problems which now face
the Security Council were created
when Security Council members
fell into the trap of supporting US
military action against Iraq in 1990
and voted for a monstrous resolu-
tion which imposed unparallelled
sanctions and demanded Iraq’s
complete disarmament — a demand
not imposed on other countries
that have refused to comply with
UN resolutions such as the US and
Israel.

In this respect, the UN resolu-
tion reeks of hypocrisy and double
standards. It is unfair and dis-
criminatory. It is naive to believe
that Britain and the US have any
intention of respecting the sover-
eignty of Irag when they have been
bombing Iraq continuously for
the last 10 years without any UN
authority.

The UN resolution has not
ended the crisis either for Iraq or
for any of the countries concerned.
It has not settled the question of
peace or war. The resolution does
not firmly uphold the UN charter.
It ignores the fact that several big
countries systematically ignore
the resolutions of the UN when
they do not suit their imperial
interests.

Is Iraq to become today’s
Czechoslovakia, to be sacrificed

on the altar of imperialist war? In
the lead up to WW2, the “Munich
Agreement” made by Britain
and France with Hitler sacrificed
Czechoslovakia in an attempt to
appease Hitler. Are some nations
today, attempting to appease the
militarist and aggressive US and
Britain?

In the 1930s and ‘40s the
nations failed to prevent war and
are responsible for more than 50
million dead. Will the firmness
of principle and a new collective
of nations come into existence to
prevent war in this century?

It is not just Iraq that faces its
last chance.

If the United Nations Organisa-
tion fails to prevent war it will also
become a casualty. Together with
it will go the trust of millions of
people in those governments that
voted for a resolution full of holes
sufficient to allow, yet again, the
jackals of war to be unleashed in
a conflict leading to the deaths of
many more millions.

The guarantee for peace
remains in the hands of millions
upon millions of the world’s people,
all of whom will become casualties
in one way or another if today’s
warmongers get their way. There
can be no relaxation.

The peace marches and
demonstrations and the peace
organisations must be supported in
every way possible. Those behind
the war drive must be exposed
and isolated and finally put in
straitjackets, which are the only
suitable clothes for today’s criminal
madmen.

The world’s people are facing
the most critical time in the whole
of history. Act now, not only for
peace, but also for survival. &
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