The

“Why is it wrong to kill innocent people if you are
Saddam Hussein and right to Kkill innocent people
if you are Bush, Blair, Howard or Murdoch”, asked
John Pilger addressing the huge rally in Sydney last

weekend.

“This weekend more than 30
million people all over the world
are doing what you are doing. They
are your comrades — two million in
London, five million across the
[European] continent, 42 cities in
the United States are protesting.

“Never has there been such a
massive opposition to a war before
it began. Never has there been
such a worldwide resistance to the
terrorism of state power.

Government

destroying Medicare
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“Let me assure you finally — our
movement is too big to be defeated.
This is not to say that the Bush gang
can be stopped immediately but the
power of public opinion, the moral
power and the political power, your
power, is far greater than perhaps
even many of you realise.

“Howard fears public opinion,
Blair fears public opinion, and Bush
fears public opinion. They fear the
best of Australia, they fear the best

Call centre workers’
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of Britain and they fear the best of
America.

“That’s why their propaganda
is so virulent and their apologists
are so shrill. They prefer the old lie
that people are apathetic ... So let
us reassure Bush, Blair and their
hangers-on that they have every
reason to be afraid. For they and
not the Iraqi people are the enemy
and we are the majority!” John
Pilger said to rousing applause and
cheers.

Close to a million people ral-
lied and marched in Australia last
weekend sending a clear message to
the two major parties that a majority
do not want war. Their voices were

View from
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“Howard fears public opinion, Blair fears public opinion, and Bush fears public opinion” - part of the huge demonstration in Adelaide

echoed around the globe, as John
Pilger told the Sydney rally.

The actions were remarkable
for the breadth of participation.
Many were taking part in a politi-
cal action for the first time. Families
and individuals of all ages and
backgrounds.

The trade unions, environmental
groups, the churches, peace organi-
sations, ethnic community groups,
Indigenous Australians, doctors,
teachers, students, pensioners,
feminists, gays and lesbians and
many others found unprecedented
unity.

Members of left and green
political parties marched alongside

Witness to history
in Brazil
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members of more conservative
political parties, including some
from Howard’s own Liberal Party.

“The huge groundswell of
support for the demand for ‘No
War on Iraq’ and ‘No Australian
involvement’ will not go away”,
said Hannah Middleton from the
Walk Against the War Coalition
in Sydney.

“We will go on demanding
peace — in many different ways
— until Prime Minister Howard
listens and brings the troops home”,
Hannah Middleton said.

continued page 5
more photos page 12
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Howard’s arrogance
knows no limit

“We will not be moved” declared John Howard and
Alexander Downer in response to the huge anti-war demon-
strations around the world over the weekend. “...my charge as
Prime Minister is to make whatever decisions are in the interest
of this country”, he said. At the same time he rails about Sad-
dam Hussein being a dictator!

Howard’s arrogance knows no limit.

He will not be moved by the reports of the weapons inspec-
tors, who, after three months in Iraq have found not a skerrick
of evidence that Iraq possesses any weapons of mass destruc-
tion. Hans Blix stated last week, in connection with the search
for biological and chemical weapons, “The results to date have
been consistent with Iraq’s declaration”.

Howard will not be moved by the opposition to war coming
from the governments representing the majority of the people
of the world.

He will not be moved by the fact that the world’s people sim-
ply do not believe the succession of lies coming from Tony Blair,
Colin Powell, George Bush and himself in an attempt to whip
up support for war.

Howard and his warmongering mates are lying. It is as sim-
ple as that. And more and more people see through their lies.

Their war plans have nothing to do with Saddam Hussein’s
record (Is he the only one with a dirty record?). It has nothing
to do with weapons of mass destruction. It has nothing to do
with the allegation that Iraq could provide terrorist groups with
weapons of mass destruction. Blair has now attempted to push
the moral button, alluding to the numbers Kkilled in Iraqi wars.
But, we are supposed to believe it is OK if the US, Britain and
Australia kill an equal number to achieve their ends.

These arguments are merely diversions to cover up the
truth. The warmongers never have and never will tell the truth.
The US war drive is motivated by the dire need of the US cor-
porations to control the oil resources of the whole of the Middle
East and, thereby, control the economic and political life of all
other countries.

Itis about US world hegemony and Howard is totally in sup-
port of that. He hopes that Australian corporations will reap
some of the benefits from the re-imposition of colonial regimes
in the Middle East and elsewhere.

There is another unspoken compelling reason. It is that the
steady strengthening of the euro is now challenging the domina-
tion of the US dollar in world trade, particularly oil. Not only
have the main powers of Europe, with the exception of Britain,
adopted the euro but more and more countries are converting
dollars into euro.

One analyst wrote recently that, “Saddam sealed his fate
when he decided to switch to the euro in late 2000 (and later
converted his US$10 billion reserve fund at the UN to euros)
— at that point, another manufactured Gulf War became in-
evitable under Bush I1.” (Rechnagel, Charles, “Iraq: Baghdad
Moves to Euro” November 1, 2000. http://www.rferl.org/nca/
features/2000/11/01112000160846.asp)

Russia, China, Iran, North Korea, Venezuela and other
countries are also buying up euros. This helps to explain the
line-up that is taking place in the United Nations Security
Council. It also helps to explain the single-minded and bloody-
minded determination of the US and its very few allies to launch
a war against Iragq.

The fact that some of the biggest demonstrations over the
weekend took place in those countries (Spain, Italy, the US,
Britain and Australia) whose governments support the war op-
tion, is very significant and heartening.

But the determination of Bush, Howard, Blair and a few
other governments to go ahead with war raises the necessity
to go further now. The demonstrations against the war are ex-
tremely significant but it is going to be necessary to rapidly
remove those governments or the leaders of those governments
that support this diabolical US war before it is too late.

As one placard read: “If Johnny comes marching home, he
will come with blood on his hands”. Yes, the blood of tens of
thousands of Iraqi men, women and children and perhaps the
blood of Australian servicemen. Throw him out!

AUSTRALIA

Callous treatment of
East Timor refugees

The Australian East Timor Friendship Association (AETFA) has
described as “callous” the Australian Government’s decision to
forcibly repatriate 1600 East Timorese refugees. “The callousness
and the lack of humanity displayed by Australia’s Immigration
Minister Philip Ruddock seems to have no limits”, said the

Association’s Andrew Alcock.

“He wants to send East
Timorese refugees back to East
Timor whether they or East Timor
is ready for it.”

Many of the refugees have been
here for ten years or more and have
settled into the Australian com-
munity well and are making a great
contribution to it.

While they would not face
persecution if they returned they
would be compelled to confront
great economic hardship unless
they have useful skills that could be
immediately utilised and money to
assist the tiny nation to rebuild.

AETFA said that if Ruddock
bothered to consult those who
have been in East Timor in recent
times he would know that the
country is devastated. There is
90 percent unemployment. Dur-
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ing the 24 years of Indonesian
military occupation, over 300,000
East Timorese lost their lives and
there were horrific violations of
human rights.

The return of a large number of
refugees would put further pressure
on the new nation to send them back
to Australia unless there is immedi-
ate work for them to do.

ATEFA argues that they should
stay in Australia to study and to
develop further skills and experi-
ence so as to return when they can
make a meaningful contribution
to the restoration of East Timor’s
economy and ruined infrastructure.

“It is a bit rich for the Australian
Government to be treating East
Timorese, our valiant World War
IT allies, so callously”, said Mr
Alcock.

“At the same time as govern-
ment leaders are stampeding East
Timorese refugees out of Australia,
Prime Minister Howard is insisting
on cheating East Timor out of its
full share of the oil and gas in the
Timor Gap.

“No Australian leader has offi-
cially thanked East Timor for the
help it gave Australian commandos
during 1941-2 against the Japanese
Imperial Army, at great sacrifice to
the people.”

Mr Alcock said that while the
Howard Government is pushing
for a war on Iraq for its human
rights abuses against its own
people and its supposed hording of
weapons of mass destruction, he is
steadfastly refusing to hand over
Australian intelligence that would
provide valuable evidence in
bringing Indonesian war criminals
to justice.

Howard is also colluding with
US President Bush to resume full
military co-operation with Kopas-
sus, Indonesia’s Special Forces
that have been mostly implicated in
the human rights abuses that have
been occurring in East Timor, West
Papua and Indonesia over the past
40 years.

Many of the Indonesian officers
who committed war crimes in East
Timor are now in West Papua carry-
ing on the same criminal activities
as before.

AETFA also called on the
Australian Government to end its
support for a war on Iraq, “to be
more humane and compassionate
and to show greater responsibility
as world citizens. We call on our
leaders to be builders of peace and
international social justice instead
of joining the US administration in
another bloody oil war.

“No more blood for oil” &

Carr Government’s
harbour plan under fire

A fortnight before the state elections the NSW Government has
launched its Integrated Land and Water Access Plan concerning
public access to Sydney Harbour.

PRESS FUND

The US war against Vietnam was only stopped by a combination of the
heroic resistance of the Vietnamese people, the assistance of the social-
ist countries and massive international protests. In the case of the loom-
ing war against Iraq the protests have started before the war itself!
However, we still have a lot of work in front of us because the stakes
involved are enormous, and the monster of US imperialism won’t let

go easily. The Guardian needs your help by way of contributions to the
Press Fund - please send us a contribution for the next issue. This week
our thanks go to the following for their generous contributions:

J R Allen $5, S Allen $30, Bert Appleton $40, Donna $4, Tom Gill
Guardian tin $86.80, Ted Lawes $10, “Round Figure” $9.20.

This week’s total: $185. Progressive total: $1965.

by Peter Mac

The plan proposes welcome
innovations such as cycleways and
boat ramps. However, it does not
adequately address major issues
such as the public use of North
Head. This stunning gateway
to Sydney Harbour includes the
former School of Artillery and
the Australian Artillery Museum
(which are currently being trans-
ferred from Commonwealth to state
ownership). The other areas, includ-
ing the former Quarantine Station,
the Sydney water treatment works,
and the natural areas with their
magnificent lookouts and beautiful
small beaches, are all state-owned.

The National Trust, the Friends
of Quarantine Station, Defenders of
Public Land and other community
groups have called for integrated
planning for the use of this wonder-
ful headland and the conservation of
its unique wildlife and architecture.

Unfortunately, this approach
was compromised several years
ago by the Carr Government’s
proposed lease of the Quarantine
Station to a hotel chain for adap-

tation as a swanky resort, with
minimal public access.

Despite overwhelming public
opposition, a Commission of
Inquiry last year concluded that
this proposal could go ahead, but
imposed conditions that severely
limit the lease term and the
proposal’s economic attractiveness.

It is possible that the deal could
fall through, but if so it will not be
because of the Carr Government,
which has doggedly defended the
proposal.

The Quarantine Station debacle
wasn’t the Government’s only
appalling planning decision.

They tried (and failed) to flog
off a prime chunk of the old Callan
Park (Balmain Hospital) foreshore
site several years ago, and last year
again proposed selling 10 percent
of it.

Public opposition again forced
them into an ignominious backdown,
and with a state election looming
they’re now loudly championing the
cause of public use of public lands!

The new plan also offers little
regarding the key issue of public

transport to harbour sites. NSW
Greens parliamentarian Ian Cohen
noted that the Plan “offers no relief
to those wishing to connect with the
Sydney Harbour foreshore from the
outer west, south-west and northern
beaches. (They) are deprived of an
efficient public transport system,
particularly a rail system to the
northern beaches....”

A northern beaches railway sys-
tem has been discussed for decades,
but the Government has only offered
a widening of the bottleneck at Spit
bridge as an election sweetener. The
Liberals, not to be outdone, have
proposed building a tunnel from
Cammeray to Balgowlah — a huge
project — but again, to carry motor
vehicles only!

Tan Cohen remarked: “Sydney
Harbour foreshores are among the
most beautiful and remarkable in
the world. Everyone should have
the chance to access it and this will
only be possible if the state govern-
ment commits to a range of public
transport options.”

Regarding public comments on
the draft plan, he added: “this is the
chance to let the government know,
as a majority voice, what is really
needed to make this city a great one
to live in.” &
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Fiddling while Medicare burns

Accessing what is meant to be a free, universal health scheme in
Australia is becoming harder by the day. The practice of bulk-
billing rates is disappearing around the country, out-of-pocket
medical expenses are increasing at twice the rate of inflation
and waiting times in hospital accident and emergency rooms

are through the roof.

by Bob Briton

These obstacles have been
added to the lack of beds and the
long stay treatment of elderly
patients in hospitals due to a short-
age of nursing home places.

Some aspects of the crisis
are downright scary. From South
Australia comes a report that a
South Coast GP is no longer paying
for indemnity insurance and that he
has put up a notice in his surgery to
say that, if something goes wrong,
patients are on their own.

The Medical Board of SA
currently supervises 26 doctors
suffering from mental illness, drug
abuse and alcoholism that the state
Australian Medical Association
(AMA) links to increased pressures
on doctors.

In Queensland a man went
berserk with a tomahawk, attacking
residents and buildings after he
found out that he would no longer
be bulk-billed by the doctor who had
been prescribing his anti-depression
medication.

The Federal Government is a
long-time supporter of corporate
medicine. It only “supports”
Medicare because of the system’s
overwhelming popularity in the
community. The cornerstone of
the system in most users’ eyes is
bulk-billing whereby patients have
no out-of-pocket expenses for a visit
to the doctor. The doctor is paid
(through a rebate) by the govern-
ment for each consultation or other
service provided.

The Government is deliberately
forcing doctors to abandon bulk-
billing by its failing to maintain the
rebates at a realistic level.

The results of the Federal Gov-
ernment’s attacks on bulk-billing
are now there for all to see.

As late as last December,
John Howard was telling Parlia-
ment: “Any suggestion that
bulk-billing has disappeared or
is disappearing, given the rates
of bulk-billing in Australia in
Australia at the present time, is
factually incorrect.”

Beyond Bars

As NSW shifts into election mode, both the ALP and Liberals are
once again beating the “law and order” drum. Even the mandatory
sentencing system, already discredited and dismantled in WA and
NT, is on the agenda. However, to counteract the scaremonger-
ing, a new community coalition, Beyond Bars, has been formed
to educate the public on the real facts and offer alternatives to

harsh prison sentences.

Andrew_Jackson

“We don’t think NSW can
afford another law and order elec-
tion”, said NSW Council of Social
Services (NCOSS) Director Alan
Kirkland.

“Every small increase in the
prison population costs millions of
dollars each year, which is money
that then cannot be spent on educa-
tion, health, community services
and the very things likely to prevent
crime in the longer term”.

NCOSS is just one member of
the Beyond Bars Alliance, a coali-
tion of 26 community and church
organisations, academics, activist
groups, academics and individuals
with an interest in social justice
who intend to promote social justice
solutions on a range of criminal
justice system issues.

“We are also trying to take on
the myths that underpin this whole
debate”, said Mr Kirkland, “such as
the myth that crime is always worse
than in the past.”

“If you look at the homicide
rate, it is the same as or even less
than 100 years ago.”

Apart from homicides, crime
statistics have only been collected
in NSW since 1973, which makes
it very hard to make long-term
comparisons.

Beyond Bars also point out that
statistics only focus on “traditional”
crimes. Records for tax avoidance,
white collar crime, environmental
crime, consumer fraud, money
laundering, corruption, and price
fixing are not even kept.

Often, when beating up a
“crime wave”, politicians and the
media are talking about only a

very short-term increase, and even
then are very selective with the
data. Rates of other crime in other
categories may have decreased over
the same period.

Take for example juvenile
crime, a perennial favourite of the
tabloids and focus of the current
NSW election campaign. Beyond
Bars points out that there has been
no significant increase over the last
two years, and the rate of serious
crimes by juveniles is actually
decreasing.

Over that period the number of
Children’s Court appearances for
manslaughter decreased by 88 per
cent, aggravated sexual assault by
18 per cent, and aggravated rob-
bery+ by 16 per cent.

“Tough penalties do not address
the systematic social and health
problems underlying juvenile
offending”, says the Beyond Bars
Youth Crime Fact Sheet. “In fact,
severe penalties are associated with
an increased likelihood of a juvenile
re-offending”.

Beyond Bars, frustrated by the
major parties’ “harsh and irrational”
crime policies, will provide them
with a new budget analysis, show-
ing how spending in education,
health and community services will
reduce the amount spent on policing
and corrective services.

Beyond Bars have prepared

crime fact sheets dealing

with crime statistics, juvenile

crime, mandatory sentenc-

ing, policing, victims of crime,

and soon to be released

Aboriginal imprisonment and
mental health. Available at
www.ncoss.org.au/beyond bars/ &

It turns out, however, that the
proportion of doctors bulk-billing
has dropped from nearly 80 per
cent in 1996 to 70.4 per cent at
the end of the September quarter
last year, according to the Health
Department’s own figures. The
Health Insurance Commission has
revealed that the number is now
falling at the rate of one per cent
per month.

It would be safe to predict a
freefall in the bulk-billing rates
if the current circumstances do
not change. According to an AC
Nielsen poll of 1924 doctors in
NSW, only 22 per cent of the
state’s doctors will be offering full
bulk-billing services by the middle
of the year. In the Greater Murray
region, the rate is expected to drop
to four percent!

There are some regional and
rural areas where NO doctors
bulk-bill.

Federal Health Minister Kay
Patterson has been dragged, kick-
ing and screaming, to recognise the
problem. Now that she acknowl-
edges its existence, the challenge
for her appears to be how to avoid
increasing the rebate of $25.05 for
a standard 15-minute consultation.
Virtually all other authorities
accept that the figure needs to be
increased to around $40 to cover
increased costs.

“It’s no good just hiding behind
and building up bulk-billing
rates...” the Minister told ABC
Radio recently. Instead, she has
seized upon the fact that the crisis
in bulk-billing is far worse in rural
than in urban areas.

Patterson is considering a plan
— said to be worth $1 billion over
four years — to give incentives to
country doctors to bulk-bill their
patients. The plan, which is due to
be unveiled on or before the May
13th Federal Budget, is designed to
fail. It is the skinflint’s alternative to
boosting the rebate that is so clearly
at the root of this community-wide
problem.

When first asked about the
plan last week, Patterson initially
would neither confirm nor deny

-

that her Department was consid-
ering a means test on access to
bulk-billing. Obviously fearing a
backlash, she later used a press
conference to deny the possibil-
ity. Curiously, despite further
probing, she would not commit
to the principle of universal free
treatment.

The universality of Medicare
has always bothered the Federal
Government. They used to openly
taunt its defenders by saying that
it smacks of “middle-class welfare”
because everyone can use it.

Slowly but surely, their neglect
of the system has meant that more
doctors do not bulk-bill at all or
restrict the service to pensioners
and health card holders. This is
just how the government likes it:
a “user pays” system or one of
steadily increasing co-payments
for those above the level of abject
poverty and a welfare system for
card holders.

An openly declared, two-tier,
US style health care system cannot
be that far away.

Middle class welfare in the
form of the 30 percent rebate for
expensive private health insurance
is another matter, however.

The Government refuses to

consider redistributing any of this
$2.3 billion per annum (and ris-
ing) subsidy to the private sector
to fund an increase in the bulk-
billing rebate. At the same time, it
is handing out blank cheques for
military adventures in Iraq and
preparing a “defence friendly”
budget this year.

Meanwhile, state and territory
Health Ministers have been meeting
ahead of negotiations with the Com-
monwealth over new Australian
Health Care agreements, due to
come into effect in July.

Unfortunately, Labor spokes-
persons talk mostly of a future
federal Labor government “revamp-
ing” the private health insurance
arrangement and other measures
such as giving targeted assistance
to doctors practicing in or around
hospitals to bulk-bill.

It is said that this would take
pressure off hospital emergency
departments.

It would be far more helpful to
get behind calls from groups like
the Doctors Reform Society and the
National Medicare Alliance to take
the $2.3 billion now assisting the
private health insurance industry
and use it to save bulk-billing and
Medicare itself. &

Building the Union at Ford

by Phillip Bonosky

This is the most inspiring book I have ever read. It takes us back
to the days of depression and suppression of the workplace by men
who only think of one thing-: PROFIT AT ALL COSTS.

In some respect it has under-
tones of what is happening in our
workplaces today.

The unpaid overtime of workers
and exploitation of workers’ rights
are rife through most workplaces.
The book starts off with Brother
Bill McKie starting work at the
River Rouge Ford factory USA.

Brother Bill McKie was from
England and was always in a union
so his desire straight away was to
join the union at Ford.

You can well imagine his
horror when he found that there
was no union at Ford and then his
astonishment at what great lengths
Henry Ford went to so there would
never be any union at Ford.

His first problem to overcome
in striving to build a union was get-

ting workers not only to talk to one
another, but to trust one another.

This was going to be difficult
as Henry Ford had infiltrated the
workshop floor with his spies and
hired goons. The next difficulty
was how, when and where to
organise the workers and build up
their strengths and overcome their
weaknesses for struggle.

It is fascinating how he planned
this throughout the book. Henry
Ford was an out and out thug. With
the help of a corrupted police force,
hired goons fed on a diet of racism
and hate of good working class
people, Henry Ford well might have
succeeded on his destructive way.

If it wasn’t for Brother Bill
McKie and his beliefs of unionism
and communism, workers at that

factory would never have realised
that the union is them — a collective
of workers making decisions for
themselves.

Quite rightly so Brother Bill
McKie fought labour spies who
were on Ford’s payroll. Ford was
trying to isolate Brother Bill
from workers by pointing out his
communist views and appealing to
bigotry and backwardness.

But trying to split the
union-communist ties with such
propaganda was a mistake on
Ford’s part which would bind work-
ing class people even closer.

In closing I recommend this
book a must read for all trade
unionists and party members.

Brother Bill McKie (paper
back, 197 pp) is published by Inter-
national Publishers , New York,
and is available from 65 Campbell
St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010. $12.50
(plus $3 p&p). &

THE GUARDIAN FEBRUARY 19 2003 3



LABOUR STRUGGLES

Unions increase pressure for
better call centre conditions

Unions representing workers in Australia’s call centres have been
increasing their efforts to improve the notoriously bad pay and
conditions that characterise the industry. The latest campaign is
focussed on the stress and bullying common in call centres.

by Bob Briton

The Communications and Pub-
lic Sector Union (CPSU) is targeting
the well known anti-union Stellar
call centres that cover Telstra’s Yel-
low and White Pages, Hutchinson
AAPT and Vodafone. Bullying (or
“harassment”) includes the imposi-
tion of compulsory overtime,
unfair rostering, constant intrusive
surveillance, being required to
perform tasks without adequate
training, unreasonable demands,
unnecessary work pressure, impos-
sible deadlines as well as verbal
abuse, shouting and threatening
body language.

five days. Turnover in the industry
stands at 16 per cent per annum.

Call centre operators are largely
ignoring these indicators of staff
discontent. Most continue to exhibit
the behaviour described above and
press for inadequate non-union
agreements.

Unions are putting forward
an alternative strategy. They want
to preserve employment in call
centres while improving the pay and
conditions available to workers and
raising the standard of staff training
and development.

They see that morale can be
lifted at the same time as providing

Bullying includes the imposition of
compulsory overtime, unfair rostering,
constant intrusive surveillance, impossible
deadlines as well as verbal abuse,
shouting and threatening body language.

These types of behaviour are
all-too-common in the industry and
manifest themselves in a number of
ways.

Call centre employees take an
average of 8.74 sick days a year
compared to the national average of

better quality customer service.
Unions see an expanded role for call
centres in e-commerce by assisting
customers in accessing goods and
services from companies.

They have banded together in
a Call Centre Unions Group and

launched the ACTU’s Call Centre
Campaign.

The group is comprised of the
Australian Services Union (ASU),
the Communications, Electrical
and Plumbing Union (CEPU), the
Finance Sector Union (FSU), the
Media, Entertainment and Arts
Alliance (MEAA), the National
Union of Workers (NUW) and the
CPSU.

The campaign is seeking
industry backing for a “Call Centre
Charter” and a “Call Centre Mini-
mum Standards Code”.

A supporting discussion paper
sets out a clear role for government
in ensuring adequate local industry
standards and promotes a “you
scratch my back...” approach in
some dealings with the industry.
For example, in return for providing
suitable pay, conditions, staff train-
ing and development, unions would
be prepared to lobby governments
for contracts for those companies.

Of course, real life rarely pro-
vides workers with benefits without
struggle. Companies continue to test
the water by presenting inadequate
non-union agreements. Workers
in Adelaide’s EDS contract call
centre recently heeded a call by the
FSU and overwhelmingly rejected
a non-union offer that would have
given management the ability to put
any of the 900 employees on shift
work with just two weeks’ notice,
and allowed it to transfer workers
with no limitations on where they
were sent. The proposed agreement

A system based on theft

War is an obscenity, a product of an obscene system based on theft.
The millions of people around the world who took to the streets this
past weekend against war in Iraq were in effect marching against
plans by the biggest robber barons in history to re-divide the world.
The world’s major corporations are hell bent on plundering the
globe’s natural resources and exploiting its labour as never before.
In Australia as in other capitalist countries, these developments
have forced the class divide wider and made the contradictions
sharper, with far-reaching social ramifications.

by Tom Pearson
Workplace Relations and
Employment Minister Tony Abbott
is at the forefront of the employer
push to cut wages and conditions
— the system’s fundamental form
of thievery. Abbott has introduced
new legislation in the parliament
aimed at “registered organisations”
(under the Workplace Relations Act
all unions must be registered to be

part of the award system).

on national wage cases for workers
on minimum award wages.

At the same time as workers’
wages are being crunched, the
income of their bosses is souring.
Last year, the income of the top 100
corporate chief executives increased
by an average of 28 percent — a pay
rise of more than $10,000 per week!

The picture of pigs at the trough
this brings to mind is reinforced
by massive payoffs to company

The Workplace Relations Amendment
(Compliance with Court and Tribunal Orders)
Bill 2003 will allow the government to ban union
officials from holding office if a union votes to
continue action in defiance of court orders.

The Workplace Relations
Amendment (Compliance with
Court and Tribunal Orders) Bill
2003 will allow the government to
ban union officials from holding
office if a union votes to continue
action in defiance of court orders.

Another piece of legislation,
the misnamed Workplace Relations
Amendment (Protecting the Low
Paid) Bill 2003 would allow the
Government to override Industrial
Relations Commission decisions

executives — including in many
cases those who have criminally
rewarded themselves with huge
salary hikes in the knowledge that
the company was bankrupt.

It is now common place for
workers being sacked, as companies
go bankrupt, to lose all their entitle-
ments, just as it is for the departing
corporate executives to walk off
with huge severance packages.

Even the Government felt it
politically expedient to feign shock

and horror when Commonwealth
Bank board member Chris Cuffe
was last week given a $32.75 mil-
lion golden handshake.

As everyone knows, the Com-
monwealth Bank has cut thousands
of jobs, closed branches around
Australia while crowing about
record profits.

Meanwhile cuts in spending
to all areas of government-funded
services continue: the whole
burden of the economic crisis is
being put onto the backs of work-
ing people.

This manifests itself in many
ways, including forcing people off
welfare. The Government’s punitive
work-for-the-dole scheme is set
to apply to all welfare recipients.
The latest being targeted are older
people on the disability support
pension (DSP).

Addressing the conservative
think tank the Melbourne Institute,
secretary of the Treasury Ken
Henry last week foreshadowed
“work incentives and participation
requirements” as “key elements of
the ongoing reform task.”

He said “when one in nine Aus-
tralians aged between 50 and 64 is
on the DSP, we can safely conclude
that we have something other than
a safety net. Indeed, we have to
consider whether we haven’t created
a set of opportunities and incentives
... to institutionalise non-participa-
tion in the workforce.”

Henry defines this forced
labour of the disabled as respond-
ing to “the challenges of an aging
population” while back in his
Canberra office more billions are
being set aside for war. &

contained no minimum hours’
provisions for part-timers.

Seventy per cent of Centrelink
workers have also voted down a
non-union deal from management
in recent weeks.

Breakthroughs were made
when Primus struck a new union
enterprise agreement for call centre
staff in December. It included a pay
increase of eight per cent over two
years, six weeks paid maternity
leave and a classification structure
that provides a career path.

The victory followed on the
success of the CPSU and the CEPU
in achieving an award for minimum
wages and conditions covering call
centre operators.

Last week, the ASU succeeded
in arguing before the Australian
Industrial Relations Commission
in Melbourne that casual workers

at Global TeleSales Pty Ltd must be
paid a 25 percent loading.

The ruling for the Lufthansa
subsidiary will be used to secure
a flow-on to workers in other call
centre companies not yet covered by
an award. Among these companies
are Pracom, Teletech International,
Selmat Teleservices and UCMS.

In spite of these achievements,
the Call Centre Unions Group
clearly has a long way to go before
acceptable standards become
general across what is still a largely
deregulated industry.

You can get in touch or follow the
progress of the workers’ strug-
gles at “Call Central”, which is an
independent website attached to
the ACTU’s. Go to
www.callcentral.com.au

or call the information and

referral line on 1300 365 205. &

Union targets
labour hire
companies

The Australian Manufacturing Workers’ Union (AMWU) has
announced a 2003 national campaign to the improve wages and
conditions of the labour hire workforce.

by Bob Briton

“For too long labour hire
workers have been treated as the
poor cousins of the industry”, said
AMWU National Organising Unit
Co-ordinator, John Short.

“As a union, we are committed
to working with labour hire work-
ers to maximise their negotiating
power, and providing them with the
skills and resources they need to
establish proper terms and condi-
tions of employment”, Mr Short
said.

Labour hire workers, many
of them casual, are forced to put
up with unacceptable terms and
conditions of employment simply
because they need the work.

They are denied the right to
sick leave, annual leave and other
entitlements, and can be dismissed
without notice.

“Everybody should be able to
stand up for their rights”, Mr Short
said.

The problem is that when
labour hire workers stand up for
their rights, the next day they get a

phone call saying “we don’t need
you anymore”.

“Employers have been getting
away with far too much for far too
long. We are determined to set
new standards in a sector of the
industry that deserves better”, said
Mr Short.

The AMWU is also concerned
about disputes that arise over who
is responsible — the labour hire
firm or the host employer — for
a worker in the case of unfair
dismissal or issues of health and
safety.

The AMWU highlights one
case where labour hire workers
were laid off by a firm that makes
equipment to treat sleep disorders.

The union claims the workers
were contracted for a year until
they were laid off last month. When
the union pushed for the workers to
be made permanent employees they
were dismissed.

The union warned labour hire
firms, “We will be out there, expos-
ing the exploitation and bringing
shonky operators to book.” &
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Worldwide the people say

NO WAR

continued from page 1

SYDNEY:

No one can remember anything
like it in Sydney.

Up to half a million people
crammed into Hyde Park North and
overflowed into the surrounding
streets. The head of the march had
circled six city blocks and returned
to Hyde Park before the majority
had even started.

So large was the crowd that
organisers were diverting the
marchers as they returned to the
Domain.

The public transport system
failed dismally, with thousands
crammed into trains or left to walk
five or 10 kilometres to the city.
They were still arriving an hour or
more after the start.

It was an overwhelming
experience, everyone so patiently
understanding the difficulties
— they were for the very best of
reasons.

Speakers included big names
such as documentary maker John
Pilger, actor John Howard, radio
personality and “North Shore
mother” Wendy Harmer and jazz
musician Jackson Brown.

Ray Richmond from the
Wayside Chapel, Grenan Dadoun
from the Muslim Women’s Council,
Randa Khadan from the Australian
Arabic Communities Council,
Greens Senator Bob Brown, ALP
MP Laurie Brereton, Democrats
Senator Lyn Allison and Peter
Baume from Liberals Against
the War were amongst the other
speakers.

BRISBANE:

The Roma Street forum was
packed to capacity and the people
kept coming. One hundred and fifty
thousand at least. There has never
been a protest rally as large.

The rally was opened with a
speaker against the development
of a US military base in Western
Australia. Jim Soorley, Brisbane’s
Lord Mayor said that this was the
largest march ever.

The speaker’s list was altered
to accommodate ALP Opposition
leader Simon Crean. He was given
a mixed reception, except when he
finally declared opposition to war.
The people were there to oppose
war, to oppose genocide and the
mass infanticide proposed by Bush
and Howard.

Many individuals and groups
made their own banners and
placards. The most powerful feel-
ing was that the majority wants
peace and that the liars are being
exposed.

“The children in my house are
still singing the songs they heard
on the march and are exclaiming
in youthful astonishment on the
arrogance of Howard and his dec-
laration that children will be killed
and that this would be the fault of
Saddam Hussein”, reports David
Matters.

ADELAIDE:

The largest protest ever to take
to the streets of Adelaide — around
100,000. They blocked King Wil-
liam Street, Adelaide’s main street
that can carry six lanes of traffic.

Speakers included Allan
Badrow. He was just five weeks
old and living in Iraq when the last
Gulf War broke out. His family suf-
fered the devastating effects of that
conflict. He spoke on behalf of the
children of the world and pressed
the real demands of children — play-
grounds, fun and lollies!

He denounced the crimes com-
mitted and being planned against
Iraqi children.

Brian Deegan spoke as a parent
who had lost a child to war and
hatred. Josh Deegan died in the Bali
bombing, an event that propelled
Brian to become involved in the
no war movement. He insisted that
this latest war for geo-political
advantage would not be fought in
his name or that of his son.

PERTH:

Twenty thousand, many of them
young people, marched through
Perth streets.

Wally Pritchard, Secretary of
the WA branch of the MUA and
President of Unions WA, spoke of
the plans for the take-over of the
whole oil industry, while there were
no plans for the reconstruction after
the destruction from war.

He spoke of the role of unions
in times of war and the lead given
by the Seamen’s Union against the
Vietnam War. He condemned the
millions that would be spent in a
futile war.

Dee Margetts, MLC (Greens)
criticised the proposals for a free
trade agreement that could only
lead to further control by the US
over Australia financially.

She spoke of the danger of
anthrax vaccine to our servicemen
and of the proven damage from
depleted uranium shells.

Brian Gregg, (Australian
Democrats), called for the immedi-
ate return of Australian troops.

Other speakers were Peter
Stewart of the Catholic Church, Ian
Bolus CFMEU, and spokespersons
from the Kurdish community, the
Fremantle anti-nuclear group and
the organisation helping refugees.

MELBOURNE:

The Melbourne demonstration
was held on Friday evening and the
crowd was immense. An old timer
said that this was bigger than any
rally at the time of the anti-Vietnam
War campaign.

Natasha Stott Despoja (Demo-
crats) stressed her total opposition
to war under any circumstances
— whether sanctioned by the UN
or not.

Bob Brown (Greens) said it
was essential that the campaign
should be continuous and that it
should resort to the methods of civil
disobedience.

Other speakers included Peter

Watson, the Anglican Bishop of
Melbourne and singer Peter Gar-
rett.

The demonstration sent a clear
message to Bush and his satellites
that the only civilised way of
seeking a solution to a problem
is through negotiations and that
the sacrifice of human lives is a
criminal price to pay for the greed
of the US for oil.

Elsewhere

In Armidale (northern NSW) a
remarkable turnout of 5000 people
was perhaps one of the strongest
messages to the Government of all.
Armidale that has a total popula-
tion of about 20,000 and is usually
regarded as the heartland of the
conservative National Party.

Other demonstrations in Dar-
win, Hobart and elsewhere drew
large attendances, well beyond the
wildest expectations of organisers.

Last weekend’s actions followed
on from the many highly successful
regional and country protests the
weekend before. (See last week’s
Guardian.)

INTERNATIONAL:

The hundreds of demonstra-
tions in cities and towns around the
world are too numerous to cover
— an estimated two million people
in London, two million in Madrid,
three million in Rome, tens of
thousands or hundreds of thousands
in other countries.

In Israel, 3000 Jewish and
Arab-Palestinian Israelis marched.
“Bush, Blair and Sharon are the
monsters of the Evil Axis” was one
of the central slogans.

A joint Israeli-Palestinian
declaration read, “Down with
the war against Iraq! End Israeli
occupation! For a just peace in the
Middle East!

“It is not a war for security
or justice, but a war for power,
hegemony and greed. War, violence
and bloodshed will never achieve
security, freedom and a just peace
for all the people of the Middle
East”, read the statement.

Other reported demonstra-
tions include Amsterdam, (up to
100,000), Berlin (500,000) and
other German cities, Stockholm
(100,000), Oslo (60,000), Paris
(800,000) and 50 other French cit-
ies and towns, New York (500,000)
and in 150 other US cities and
towns, Athens (200,000) and other
Greek cities, Mexico City, Lima
(Peru), Buenos Aires (Argentina);
Sao Paulo (Brazil), Mexico City,
Bangladesh, Malaysia, Japan, New
Zealand, Moscow, Johannesburg
and Capetown, Helsinki, Moldova,
Sofia (Bulgaria), Dublin and
Belfast.

The people of the world have
united as never before in human
history with a single voice demand-
ing: NO WAR!

Thanks to Vernon Abeysekera
(Melbourne), Vic Williams (Perth),
Bob Briton (Adelaide) and David
Matters (Brisbane) for their contri-
butions to the above report. &

AUSTRALIA

Proud protestor in Adelaide
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The kickbacks, lurks and perks in the world of corporate-run
politics are many. PM John Howard and Communications
Minister Richard Alston are the lackeys behind the drive to
sell the remainder of Telstra. Around six months ago Telstra
and its partner Foxtel were the big winners in the divvying
up of the pay TV cake. It turns out that last August Telstra
“loaned” both Howard and Alston wide screen digital televi-
sions to “get the feel” of the new technology. They've still got
the $10,000 sets. Both lackeys subscribe to Foxtel pay TV.

To reinforce the lie that we are at imminent threat from and
at war with “terrorism”, the fear factor has to be kept at a
high level: an indefinite national alert, for example, and the
“be alert, but not alarmed” government campaign. So it was
that last week as bathers took to the sun and sand at Manly
Beach, on Sydney’s north shore, they were besieged by
dinghies full of soldiers coming ashore while other troops
parachuted and fighter jets roared in the sky overhead.

NSW Gaming and Racing Minister Richard Face has stood
down following revelations that he’s lined up a consultancy
job with a gaming company for when he intended to retire
from politics in March. Staff in his department were less than
impressed because by law they are prevented from taking a
job in the industry for three years after they've resigned. But
the chairman of Clubs NSW, Pat Rogan, whose members
are the recipients of most of the State’s liquor and gambling
licences, went to bat for Face saying he “has probably visited
more registered clubs across the state than any other previ-
ous Minister.” Rogan, by the way, is a former state Labor MP.

Here'’s a lesson from the US that should be heeded in Austra-
lia. The abandonment by governments of their responsibility
to provide even the most basic services by privatising utilities
such as transport, electricity and gas, is self-perpetuating.
In the USA where market forces rule and profit is God, cit-
ies have turned over their water supply to private outfits
because they have allowed the infrastructure — sewer pipes,
treatment plants, etc — to run down to such an extent that
city officials have thrown up their hands and declared “we
don’t have the money”. In the city of Atlanta the lesson has
been “it doesn’'t work”. Having contracted out their H20 in
1999 to a company called United Water until 2019, the city
has now taken back control of the system following demands
from angry ratepayers because of endless breakdowns, “boil
only” alerts and a generally poor and more expensive service.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is the Common-
wealth Bank which has paid departing executive Chris
Cuffe a $32.75 million “severance package”. Such is
the robber economy. Huge corporate payouts, billions
of dollars for war, a tax system geared for the wealthy,
while wages, welfare and services everywhere are cut.
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View from Baghdad

Letter from a member of the
CodePink Women'’s Delegation

Tuesday, February 4: It is very late here and | am sleepy.
The hotel will not stop playing the theme from The Last
of the Mohicans over and over again and we have had an
exhausting day. | will try to give you some idea of what it is
like to be in Iraq during this time. And once again, as | have
little time, this may be somewhat disorganised. But first |
just have to share some very strong impressions.

It becomes clear so quickly here
that the Iraqis are not and cannot
prepare for war. They wait for the
terror to come as helpless as any
people have ever been.

They are totally unprepared.
They are severely lacking medi-
cally and only have food to last
three months.

They have nowhere to go
and if Team Bush does as they
have threatened, and Baghdad
is “levelled to the ground,” they
will have murdered five million
helpless people. These people are
sitting ducks. The US is the biggest
military might in the world.

The Iraqis are a depleted people,
stripped of all economic support
and without resources. The word
genocide has been raised by some of
the humanitarian workers here and
as the days pass I see it also. It is the
murder of a whole people.

Do you remember the old mov-
ies of Christians being thrown out
into the coliseum to be killed by
lions? It seems a little like that from
the view from here.

The insidious nature of the
sanctions become more and more
apparent as we go deeper into the
society and see the lives of everyday
people. Every person in Baghdad
receives rationed food. Iraq cannot
supply its own people under the
sanctions.

The UN oversees the “Food for
Oil” program and people receive
rations papers based on the number
of persons in a family. At one time
the Kurds in the north grew wheat
which was sold throughout Iraq.
But with the sanctions they can no
longer sell directly in Iraq.

Without a market they have
stopped growing the wheat. An
ancient agricultural tradition dies as
the field grow dusty. And a culture
begins to wane.

People are beginning to come
to us for medicine. A waiter needs
cough syrup for his little boy. A
woman is waiting for us at the
hotel for vitamins for her children.
Someone’s uncle has pneumonia
and need antibiotics. The waiter has
tears streaming down his cheeks
and you can see it is humiliating for
him to ask.

Today we saw a part of the
food distribution, visited an
orphanage and walked in a very

poor neighborhood where we were
mobbed by children.

Yesterday was a very difficult
day as we went to a bomb shelter
which was hit in February, 1991.
It was filled with over a thousand
people, mostly women and children.

Four hundred and eighty died.

The shelter was a very large
concrete structure built into the
ground. The walls were at least
six feet thick made of concrete
and rebar.

The shelter was two stories
deep into the ground. We were told
that the people came there from the
surrounding neighborhood to feel
safe. They made their beds on the
floor and slept during the bombing
of Baghdad.

At 4:30 in the morning a rocket
sliced open the roof of the shelter
and exploded. A few minutes later
another rocket bore in through the
hole made by the first and went
through to the second level.

From the survivors we hear that
there was horror and chaos. People
in the immediate area were inciner-
ated on the spot. As the inferno
grew the temperature was estimated
to reach 450 degrees.

All along the floor of the shelter
you can see the marks of incinerated
bodies. You can see the shape of
the person and sometimes even
the features of the face. I will tell
you the hardest thing was to see
a mother and her child, a black
blotchy outline and smears of blood,
etched into the floor.

I just could not imagine it.

There are photos of the victims
on the walls and you cannot help but
look at the outlines etched on the
walls and floor and the photos and
wonder, “was that her?”

And 1 wonder exactly who
shot that rocket. Does he or she
know the horrible result. What
officer gave the command? Who
authorised this?

Another thing that is becoming
clear is the resignation of the people
here in Baghdad. They seem to
believe that it is inevitable they will
be bombed; that war is coming and
they will be destroyed.

I have come to recognise this
kind of sigh when they speak
about the coming onslaught. A
little shudder. It is difficult for
them to talk about the future. Or

All along the floor of the shelter you can
see the marks of incinerated bodies.
You can see the shape of the person and
sometimes even the features of the face.

The sanctions have deprived Iragis of medicines, causing the deaths of tens of thousands

perhaps it might be better to say
“a future”.

I have never spent time with
people anywhere without hearing
about plans for the future. “This
child is planning to go to the uni-
versity” or “this summer we hope
to take a vacation” or “Tomorrow I
will see my friend” or whatever.

People in Iraq do not speak
about the future. At first I just
could not figure it out, what was
lacking in conversations. There was
a missing element. It was the future.
They do not know if they will have
a future.

When they speak of this
inevitable war they just hope that
somehow, they and their families
might survive. They know that
within a few weeks they will lose
friends; perhaps family. You can see
that parents are overly protective of
their children.

There is this desperation. And
you can see that they want to believe
that we can somehow help them.
“You are Americans, perhaps you
can speak to the President and
explain that we are no threat”.

Today we went to a restaurant
high above the city. As we were
looking out at the city a young
man approached two of us. He
wanted to know why Americans
wanted to bomb Iraqi people. We
tried to explain the oil thing and
he kept on asking, with a genuine
innocence, “why?”.

We could tell that he really
thought we knew something and
could explain it to him. It just did
not make sense to him and he really
wanted to understand. It’s gotten
out that there are these American
women in town who are working
for Peace.

Everywhere we go we get a
thumbs up. We flash the peace sign
and they flash it back. Sometimes
we are treated almost like celebri-
ties, with people coming up in the
streets and thanking us.

Men in suits, women in chadors,
young men and women in jeans with
hip haircuts, they all take a moment
to thank us. They tell us they know
it is not the American people who
want to bomb them. They are
completely lacking in hostility.

When we say we are from the
United States at first there is this
surprise and then, immediately a
smile.

of the American “Bully” and in one
press conference yesterday the US
was described as “arrogant” and
“full of itself™.

It’s kinda the way I see it. It’s
embarrassing when you see the
common view Europeans have of
people in America.

We are moving about the city
a lot and seeing many things.
Orphanages, hospitals, etc. and

There is this desperation. And you can
see that they want to believe that we can
somehow help them. “You are Americans,

perhaps you can speak to the President
and explain that we are no threat”.

Last night three of us also met
with this totally wonderful group
of 43 Spanish actors, dancers and
singers. They plan to take over their
embassy here.

They embody the word “viva-
cious” completely.

After we had talked a while and
described our work here and in the
US, one of the reporters with them
began to ask us about the American
people.

Why were they allowing this to
happen? How could they tolerate
this action by our President? Don’t
Americans read? How is it possible
that Americans would allow their
government to commit this horrible
atrocity and not take action?

Whoa, these were such hard
things to describe. And we never did
completely satisfy their questions.
Maybe we don’t fully understand it
ourselves.

There are many Europeans
here. Members of the European
Parliament are here. They are all
outraged and radical. They speak

meeting with officials of various
programs. There has not been time
for small quiet talks with Iraqi
people.

Thursday we go to Babylon!!
We will spend the day with a family
and see their buffalo farm.

Doctors without Borders are
here and tomorrow morning we will
meet with them.

Every night here as I go to sleep
I cannot help but think of faces of
children I have seen that day. I think
of them being put to bed by their
parents and how it will be if the
bombing starts.

It is beyond the imagination that
these little children are seen as so
expendable, “acceptable collateral
damage”.

What kind of monster finds that
acceptable? All for oil.

And I cannot help but think of
that one young man who looked at
me so direct and asked with such
urgency, “Please help us.”

Good night all, and Peace.

Sand &
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Report takes aim at

ship industry has cultivated.
by Tim Pelzer

“Cruise ship employees ... are
often excited by the thought of work-
ing for such world-famous names as
Disney or Carnival or Princess, in
luxury conditions with the chance
to see the world and earn money at
the same time ... But what many ...
too often discover is, by contrast
a nightmare,” writes the report’s
author Celia Mather, in Sweatships:
What It’s Really Like to Work On
Board Cruise Ships, published by the
UK-based War On Want (WOW) and
the International Transport Workers
Federation (ITF).

The cruise ship industry’s
150,000 employees are confined to
cramped, confined spaces on six- to
10-month non-stop contracts. Work-
ers from poor countries of Latin
America, Asia and Central/Eastern
Europe are largely consigned
menial work in ships’ restaurants,
bars, cabins and loading bays.

Women are concentrated in
non-technical services such as hotel
work and catering. These workers
are segregated from everyone else
and are not permitted to go on
the upper decks where passengers
reside, except for those who must
work with passengers directly.

In contrast, managers, officers,
technical staff, entertainers, medi-
cal staff and engineers come from
industrialised countries such as
the UK, US and Italy. They have
more spacious living conditions,

‘sweatships”

Two British organisations recently released a report that
paints a grim picture of working conditions on cruise
ships, tarnishing the fun, romantic image that the cruise

have their own private restaurants,
and have access to upper decks
and some facilities enjoyed by
passengers.

Noting that workers from poor
nations are servicing passengers
who largely come from the white
population of the rich industrialised
nations, Mather writes that, “It is
very reminiscent of colonial days.
But perhaps more accurately it can
be seen as a microcosm of today’s
global economy.”

Mather says that fierce competi-
tion among cruise lines has led to
greater efforts, “to squeeze greater
value out of their workforce”, by
paying low wages for long hours
of work.

For example, Carnival Cruise
Lines monthly pay ranges from
US $1000 per month, for a laundry
worker for a 10-12 hour day, $700
per month for a cook for a 10-12
hour day, to a bar waiter who earns
$50 (the rest of their income comes
from tips) per month for a 12-14
hour day.

In addition, an ITF study of 400
cruise ship workers found that the
average work week was seven days
a week, 12-14 hours per day. Only
unionised vessels pay overtime but
this is not the case on non-unionised
ships where there is no system to
record overtime. Lines such as
Carnival provide no sick pay.

To add insult to injury, Mather
says that many workers from poor

countries must pay crewing agents
to obtain jobs, “which means that
many cruise ship workers end up
working the first few months just to
pay back their costs.”

In addition, workers receive
no pay — except a small allocation
when they work — between contracts
and may have to attend courses, for
which they must bear the cost.

The report also points out that
cruise ship workers complain of
“systematic abuse” at the hands of
managers. Mather writes that “in
interviews, over and again, those
working on cruise ships report
authoritarian and even aggressive
behavior by managers and supervi-
sors, and rampant favoritism.”

Downer’s cover-up

Foreign Minister Downer’s failure to mention Israel, when
asked of other countries in the Middle East that possess
weapons of mass destruction was deliberate said the
Head of the General Palestinian Delegation to Australia,

Mr Ali Kazak.

Downer’s failure was convenient
so that he would not have to explain
Australia’s silence and tolerance of
Israel’s possession of weapons of
mass destruction.

“How could Mr Downer fail to
mention the country which has the
largest stockpile of nuclear, chemi-
cal and biological weapons in the
Middle East and the sixth largest
stockpile worldwide and poses an
enormous danger to the Middle East
and the world at large?

“Mr Downer’s cover-up on
Israel reveals once again the bias
and problem of Australia’s Middle
East policy and the double stan-
dard it adopts when dealing with
Israel.”

A recent US report, The Third
Temple’s Holy of Holiest: Israel’s
Nuclear Weapons, issued by the
Maxwell Air Force Base in Alabama
states Israel’s nuclear arsenal has
grown from an estimated 13 nuclear
bombs in 1967 to 400 nuclear and
thermonuclear weapons.

Israel possesses missiles which
are capable of reaching any city
anywhere in the world with the
support of military satellites and its
navy could deploy nuclear weapons
on its fleet of three German-built
submarines.

“Israel refuses to accept inter-
national inspection of its weapons
facilities and refuses to be commit-
ted to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NNPT), despite repeated
resolutions by the UN General
Assembly and the Security Council
to place its nuclear facilities under
the International Atomic Energy
Agency safeguards. All Arab coun-
tries have signed the NNPT.

“Israel used chemical weapons
such as napalm and phosphorous
bombs in its1967 and 1982 wars and
attempted to assassinate a Hamas
leader in Jordan with a biological
weapon in 1977.

Israel threatened to use
nuclear warheads against the Arab
countries, put its nuclear warheads

on full alert in the 1973 war and
Israeli officials recently threatened
to use weapons of mass destruction
against Iraq.

“Underlining the real danger
in the Middle East is Israel’s Prime
Minister General Sharon’s history
of massacres and war crimes
as well as the fact that Israel’s
religious fanatics and extremists,
who assassinated their own Prime
Minister Rabin, are found every-
where, including in the nuclear
weapons industry and its control
rooms. Weapons of mass destruc-
tion are already in the hands of
very dangerous people.

“Israel has defied 87 Security
Council resolutions relevant to
the Palestine question since 1948,
37 of which specifically relate to
the 1967-occupied Palestinian ter-
ritories.

Mr Kazak said it was time
Australia put an end to its
double standards and hypocrisy and
employed the same set of principles
to all countries including Israel.

“International law and UN
resolutions must be implemented on
all. Israel should not be allowed to
continue to be above international
law”, concluded Mr Kazak. &

Enforcing discipline may entail
a fine, and punishment can mean
instant dismissal without appeal.
Some crew members offer money
or sex to obtain better jobs, or to
keep supervisors happy. In addition,
some men use their authority to
gain sexual favours.

Sexual harassment is a persis-
tent problem and while a number
of large cruise ship companies
have sexual harassment policies,
many crew members are unaware
of these policies.

A 1999 lawsuit compelled Car-
nival Cruises to reveal that between
1993-98 there were 100 accusations
of rape and sexual assault against
women as well as men. Others are
hesitant to report sexual harassment
because they fear dismissal, “a very
real possibility”, adds Mather.

Given horrendous working con-
ditions, many cruise lines deduct
a portion of their workers wages,
which are withheld until they
complete their contracts to ensure
that workers do not break their
contracts and leave early. These
same companies also hold onto the
passports of their workers.

According to Mather, the
International Council of Cruise
Ship Lines (ICCL) — an industry
association consisting of cruise ship
lines and their suppliers — drafted
a “shipboard Workplace Code of
Conduct” at the end of 1999.

This code guarantees work-
ers better working and living
conditions, but it is voluntary and
devoid of monitoring or verification
procedures. The ITF calls the code,
“little more that a PR sop to public
opinion, given the well-documented
and widespread abuses.”

Mather asserts that while
international law, as set down by the
UN’s International Labour Organi-
sation and International Maritime
Organisation, compel employers
to provide seafarers with decent
living and working conditions as
well as collective bargaining rights,
enforcement depends on the will of
national governments subscribing
to these agreements.

However, as Mather notes, most

cruise lines have registered and fly
under the flags of Panama, Bahamas
and Liberia, “deliberately placing
their ships under countries which
have weak laws and even weaker
enforcement, and are notorious for
not enforcing international stan-
dards. This allows the companies to
benefit from poor legal protection
for the crew members, and little or
no union movement in the country
to defend them.”

Furthermore, the report states
that in order to forestall unionisa-
tion, “companies employ many
different nationalities apparently
in a deliberate attempt to prevent
solidarity between workers building
up.

The threat of instant dismissal
hangs over most seafarers on
board who try to organise together
with their fellow workers to take
up workplace issues”, writes
Mather.

To this end, cruise lines have
also resorted to offering shorter
contracts to workers. Even on
unionised ships, the ITF has dif-
ficulty enforcing union agreements,
especially when these ships are sail-
ing in distant waters. Other cruise
lines have blocked ITF inspectors
from coming on board vessels.

Asked if WOW/ITF’s report
of poor living and working condi-
tions on cruise ships was true and
if cruise lines were denying their
workforce collective bargaining
rights, ICCL spokeswoman Molly
McPherson said, “no, it’s not true”.

“Sweatships: What It Really
Like to Work on Board Cruise
Ships” is part of WOW and ITF’s
campaign to improve cruise ship
workers living and working condi-
tions. WOW and ITF launched the
campaign because of mounting
complaints from mistreated cruise
ship workers.

More information about the ITF’s
cruise ship campaign and how you
can support it can be obtained at:
www.itf.org.uk

Tim Pelzer is a longshoreman and
writer from Canada

People’s Weekly World, paper of
Communist Party USA &
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Witness to history in Brazil

Early on the last day of the year, December 31, 2002, thousands
of Brazilian workers were constructing platforms and mounting
sound systems in Rio de Janeiro and Brasilia, the capital of Brazil.
A historic event was about to occur in the next 48 hours — the
inauguration of the new President, Luiz Inacio “Lula” da Silva,

a left-wing metal worker.

by Gary Dotterman

Hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple celebrated in the new year with
the expectation of new programs
against “neoliberal” economic poli-
cies under the new government.

With thousands on their way
to Brasilia to witness the event,
one could see the red flags with a
white star, the symbol of Lula’s own
Workers’ Party. But one could also
see the red flags with the hammer
and sickle, and the rainbow flags of
the gay community.

Many wore T-shirts with Lula’s
picture. They were all on their way
to see a worker, someone who is
like them, take power as the head of
state of the biggest country in South
America.

When the sun went down in
Rio de Janeiro, two million people
crowded the beaches to wait for
2003. Many prayed, asking the
higher power “help us to help Lula,
we need him to build a new Brazil”.

A man who was picking up
garbage stopped to shake my hand
and to tell me the new expectations
for Brazil: Hope for the ordinary
people.

It had been raining and a
rainbow appeared over the capital
as the New Year came in, as if to
announce a new day for Brazil.

For me, to see thousands of
people arriving from all over Brazil
in buses, airplanes, carts, cars and
on foot, to witness a historical
event, was moving beyond words.
Something that one only sees once
in a lifetime. It was even more mov-
ing for the Brazilians.

A worker was so moved by the
events that he went up to the car of

the new President to try to hug him,
while the people danced, sang, wept
and celebrated as only the Brazil-
ians know how to do.

I met a couple who had spent
three nights sleeping in a palm
grove next to their car so as not to
miss this historic event. They had a
three-month-old baby. When they
saw Lula put on his presidential
sash they began to weep for joy.

That’s what happened to every-
body around me.

Lula was elected with 64 per
cent of the votes of the 98 per cent of
Brazilians who voted. But his party
members have only 35 per cent of
legislative seats. The road to come
will be difficult, but the Brazilian
people are willing to fight.

Middle class people were
buying and putting on T-shirts
with Lula’s image. People from all
sectors who suffer under neoliberal
policies of austerity for the poor and
more wealth for the rich are sup-
porting the new government.

This faith in the new govern-
ment comes from the high levels of
unemployment in the country and
the hope for new jobs created under
the new administration.

One thing that Lula said was
that he will start working immedi-
ately to end the tremendous poverty
in the country. He also said he is
going to work with his new govern-
ment in getting medical service for
everybody.

Governments from around the
world sent high officials to this
event, including 23 heads of state or
government, among them those of
Venezuela, Cuba and South Africa.

It shames me as a US citizen

Lula pledged to work to end poverty in Brazil

that the United States did not send
a high-level representative. This
must be because Brazil is going
to join with other Latin American
countries in an “axis of good.”

But the Bush Administration is
going to try to disrupt this new path
for Brazil. So we in the US need to
show our solidarity to the Brazilian
people and workers and their new
government in the days and months
to come.

Perhaps the future of Brazil will
include difficult periods, but Lula
and his government are going to try
to work to solve the great problems
of the Brazilian people. In the new
President’s own words: “... first
we will fight against hunger, then
we will find jobs. This is the new
path for Brazil: To fight against
hunger and end injustice for all is
our future...”

People’s Weekly World &

USA:

Secret plan to expand

The US Justice Department is secretly preparing to expand
the 2001 Patriot Act to increase surveillance within the United
States while further restricting public access to information and
limiting judicial review, according to a nonprofits government

watchdog group.

The Center for Public Integrity,
the CPI, said that it obtained a
copy of the draft legislation from
a government source. The CPI
revealed that the draft expansion of
the Patriot Act would be called the
Domestic Security Enhancement
Act of 2003.

Among other things, it would
prohibit disclosure of information
regarding people detained as
terrorist suspects and prevent the

Environmental Protection Agency
from distributing ‘“worst-case
scenario” information to the public
about a nearby private company’s
use of chemicals.

In addition, the measure would
create a DNA database of “sus-
pected terrorists”, force suspects to
prove why they should be released
on bail, rather than have the pros-
ecution prove why they should be
held, and allow the deportation of

If war starts rally at:
Adelaide 5pm on the day Parliament House steps

Brisbane 5pm on the day in King George Sq,
and then on the following Saturday at 12 noon

Canberra 5pm on the day US embassy

Hobart 5pm on the day Frankston Square
Melbourne 5pm on the day State Library

Perth 5 pm on the day outside GPO in Forrest Place
Sydney 5pm on the day at Town Hall

Wollongong 5.30pm the day after at the Ampitheatre

Patriot Act

US citizens alleged to have become
members of or to have helped ter-
rorist groups.

The Justice Department has
admitted that the draft legislation
has not been sent to members of
Congress. Representative John
Conyers, the top Democrat on the
House Judiciary Committee, said
the legislation “turns the Bill of
Rights completely on its head” and
constitutes yet another flagrant
blow to civil liberties.

He noted that among other
things, the Bush administration
now wants to imprison suspects
before they are tried and create
DNA databases of lawful residents
who have committed no crime.

Dr David Cole, Georgetown
University Law professor and
author of Terrorism and the Con-
stitution, said it authorises secret
arrests, would give the Attorney
General essentially unchecked
authority to deport anyone who
he thought was a danger to US
economic interests and would strip
citizenship from people for lawful
political associations. &

Inter-Korean
co-operation
growing stronger

The beat-up in the Western media, including that of Australia, on
the question of nuclear weapons is taking place to a background
of the development of friendly relations between the Republic of
Korea and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK).

The fourth Inter-Korea Eco-
nomic Co-operation meeting was
held last week. Discussions took
place on a timetable to connect
the cross-border railway that has
already been decided on. Other
issues included flood prevention
measures before the monsoon
season and the codification of
cross-border trade and commerce.

Relations between the Republic
of Korea and the People’s Republic
of China are also making good
progress. A representative of the
President-elect of the Republic of
Korea, Roh Moo-hyuan, recently
visited China and it is expected
that the President himself will visit
China soon.

Although the International
Atomic Energy Agency has agreed
to refer the question of the nuclear
issue to the UN Security Council it
has only been agreed that the UN
Security Council should hear a
report from the TAEA. The resolu-
tion of the IAEA stressed that the
nuclear issue should be resolved
through peaceful and diplomatic
means.

A statement by a Chinese
government spokeswoman said
that China’s vote for the matter to
be reported to the Security Council
“does not mean that China favours
further involvement by the Security
Council at the present time.”

A statement by the govern-
ment of the DPRK says, “we have
no intention to produce nuclear
weapons and our nuclear activities
at this stage will be confined only
to peaceful purposes such as the
production of electricity.”

It says that “a particular men-
tion should be made of the fact that

the IAEA in the recent resolution
kept mum about the US which
has grossly violated the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)”
and has violated the agreement
made in 1994 between the DPRK
and the US.

Under this agreement the US
was to build several light water
reactors and to supply heavy oil for
the generation of electric power.

The DPRK statement points
out that “after the appearance of
the Bush administration, the US
listed the DPRK as part of an ‘axis
of evil’, adopting it as a national
policy to oppose its system and
singled it out as a target of pre-
emptive nuclear attack...”

It was in response to the break-
ing of this agreement and the loud
threats now being heard that the
DPRK withdrew from the NPT.

The DPRK statement says that
“If the US drops its hostile policy
to stifle the DPRK and stops its
nuclear threat the DPRK may prove
through a separate verification
process between the DPRK and
the US that it does not make any
nuclear weapons.”

Particularly vociferous in beat-
ing the drum against the DPRK is
the Australian Labor Party’s Kevin
Rudd, the shadow Minister for
Foreign Affairs.

He wants to make this the
“main game”, rather than war
against Iraq. Mr Rudd is either
very ignorant or ill-informed on
the real situation on the Korean
Peninsular or fully supports the
war plans that are being made by
the US against the DPRK once
the war against Iraq has been
concluded. &
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Venezuela

INTERNATIONAL

Not a strike but suboiage

The principal actors in work stoppages in Venezuela are the bosses
— particularly in the oil industry — who do not represent the work-
ers, a group of Venezuelan labour leaders told the People’s Weekly
World. “They played their last card in stopping oil production, but
they did not succeed”, said Jacobo Torres, general co-ordinator
of the Fuerza Bolivariana de Trabajadores (Bolivarian Workers’
Force — FBT), a new national labour federation.

The workers took control and
have been keeping the oil industry
operating since December, he said.
“Now we are producing 1-1.8 mil-
lion barrels. We are building new
technology to replace what was
destroyed by the bosses. In two
months, I believe we will double our
oil production to three million bar-
rels, equaling the production levels
of last November.”

Torres said other industries are
“fully functioning. Workers are
working normally in Venezuela”.

The labour leaders, who were in
Brazil last month for a meeting of
Latin American left and communist
labour activists and to participate in
the World Social Forum, included,
in addition to Torres, Germanico
Moyano, General Secretary of
SUPROBAUX, the Bauxite Indus-
try Professional Workers Union,
Marisel Benavides, SUPROBAUX
Financial Secretary, Carlos Rojas,
Labour Director of the Venalum
Aluminum  Workers Union,
and Andres Rengel and Miguel
Rodriguez, also from the Venalum
Union.

There is no “strike” in Ven-
ezuela, only sabotage, they said.
In the oil industry, of the 35,000
employees, including 18,000 profes-
sionals and specialists, only 3000
directors and managers went on
“strike,” Moyano, Rojas and others
explained.

Before walking out, the bosses

sabotaged the highly automated
computer technology that controls
not only production but also distri-
bution and export, paralysing the
industry and creating chaos, Rojas
said. Most workers could not work
as a result.

Venezuela’s President Hugo
Chavez, in a speech on January 26,
described how oil industry manag-
ers sabotaged computer controls.
In the refineries, for example, they
adjusted computerised temperature
controls up to as high as 1000
degrees (centigrade), so things
exploded.

“We had a war of hackers versus
hackers”, he said. The resulting
disruption of electricity, gas and
oil created a humanitarian crisis as
people could not cook or get health
care.

When oil workers reopened
the plants, they had to go back to
manual operation, “like we had 20
years ago”, said Rojas. But they
are restoring the controls, and he
expressed confidence that in four
months production will be back to
normal.

“Now we are in a new phase”,
Torres said. “The opposition
couldn’t bring down the republic,
the country’s economy or its inter-
national ties. So they are resorting
to terrorism. They put bombs in
the oil pipes, and shoot holes in the
pipes. Two weeks ago, they broke
oil pipes to stop the flow of oil.

“Now, workers, the army and
professionals are on guard to pre-
vent more sabotage and keep the
oil production going. People watch
and when they see something
suspicious they alert the army to
prevent sabotage and protect the
pipelines.”

The army is supporting Chavez,
said Torres, because the generals
come from ordinary people. The
army chief appointed by Chavez,
General Garcia Carneiro, comes
from the working class.

This is a change from the old
generation of military leaders who
co-operated with Bush. Torres
believes funding for the opposition
is coming from Bush. Without the
US government, he said, “we would
not be in this situation”.

The FBT was formed two years
ago, Moyano said, to substitute
an honest, democratic labour
federation in place of the corrupt
Confederation of Venezuelan
Workers (CTV) headed by Carlos
Ortega, an anti-Chavez leader tied
to corporate interests.

A majority of workers are leav-
ing the CTV, which now represents
only around 20 per cent of the work-
force, Moyano said, while more
than 50 per cent of Venezuela’s
workers are now part of the FBT.

The FBT is composed of
1500 leaders of unions in basic
industries, including transport,
public services, iron and steel,
aluminum and bauxite, electri-
cal generation and distribution.
SINUTRAPETROL, one of the
oil industry unions, is a member
of FBT, and the federation is also
allied with the Christian Socialist-
led FedePetrol union.

People’s Weekly World &

China
supporis

big power
declaration

China has supported the recent
joint declaration announced by
France, Germany and Russia on
the Iraq issue.

Jiang Zemin said China insis-
tently advocates a political solution
of the Iraq issue in the framework of
the United Nations.

“The inspection in Iraq is effec-
tive and should be continued”, said
Jiang. “Warfare is good for no one,
and it is our responsibility to take
various measures to avoid war”, he
said.

“There is still an alternative to
war. The use of force could only
be a last resort. Russia, Germany
and France are determined to allow
every opportunity for the peaceful
disarmament of Iraq”, said the
declaration. &

Killing
innocent people
is the problem,
not the solution
Leichardt Stop the War Group

Colombia

Rural unionists
under threat

Trade unionists in Colombia continue to face threats to their very
lives as they fight an uphill battle to protect the rights of both
urban and rural workers. Last week the International Union of
Food, Agricultural, Hotel, Restaurant, Catering, Tobacco and
Allied Workers Associations (IUF) reported that Guillermo
Rivera Zapata, vice President of the Colombian rural workers
union SINTRAINAGRO, was suddenly deprived of the security
measures, including bodyguards, previously provided by the

government.
by Marilyn Bechtel

“Guillermo Rivera is now
travelling in connection with his
union duties in the banana zone
of Cienaga-Magdalena and in the
rural areas of Cordoba and Uraba,
areas where the threat of violence is
extremely high”, the IUF said.

“According to the interior
ministry, the state no longer has
the resources to provide security
to threatened union leaders and the
unions themselves must assume this
responsibility.”

The IUF said well over 400
members and leaders of the rural
workers union have been assassi-
nated since 1989. The international
union is asking that messages
calling for Zapata’s protection be
sent to Colombian President Alvaro
Uribe, fax +571 334 1323 or e-mail:
auribe @presidencia.gov.co.

Canada’s National Union of
Public and General Employees
(NUPGE) noted in a recent state-
ment that on average, a trade union
leader is assassinated every three
days in Colombia, accounting for
the vast majority of all trade union-
ists killed worldwide.

More than 80 percent of the
casualties are civilians, NUPGE
said, with the extreme right-wing
paramilitaries responsible for 85 per
cent of the deaths and the army for
another 10 per cent.

NUPGE pointed out that much
of the billions of dollars the US
Government has sent to Colombia
under Plan Colombia and the
Andean Initiative has gone to
finance the paramilitary groups
closely associated with the army,
as well as large landowners and
transnational corporations.

People’s Weekly World &

Chavez, with Fidel Castro — the army supports the government

_@ Global briefs

SOLOMON ISLANDS: A Solomon Islands’ deal with a
PNG national Noah Musingku who had promised to save
the nation from insolvency was cancelled by the country’s
Finance Minister. The Minister said this had been done
because he realised the Government and the Solomon’s
reputation and integrity had been tarnished internation-
ally. Mr Musingku’s pyramid-banking scheme, U-Vistract,
has taken a great deal of money from people in his home-
land. Prime Minister Sir Allen Kemakeza, who is in South
Korea for a religious meeting organised by the Unification
Church (commonly known as the Moonies), faces dis-
missal when he gets home. The Prime Minister left the
country on January 31 without telling officials what he was
doing. The Solomon lIslands, a victim of colonisation and
now most recently, a four-year civil war, faces bankruptcy.

IRAQ: One of the most dramatic demonstrations against
the US war took place in late January. Hundreds of Kurds
demonstrated outside the United Nations headquarters in
Baghdad. They vowed to fight alongside their Iraqi sisters
and brothers against the US military aggression. Their
banners read “Kurdish clans are human shield to protect
Iraq”. The Kurdish people live in Turkey, Iraq, Syria and
Iran. During the first Gulf War the CIA cynically tried to
manipulate the Kurdish struggle for self-determination by
working with some Kurdish groups as a weapon against
the Iragi Government. The bloodiest repression against
the Kurdish people has been carried out by Turkey, a
staunch US ally. Hushair Selim Bach, one of the Kurdish
clan chiefs who travelled to Baghdad said: “We oppose any
US presence in northern Iraq and vehemently condemn
the practices of agents, who made out of this region a
fertile ground to [Israeli] Mossad and the CIA”. Those dem-
onstrating outside the UN office called on the rest of the
world to stand up with Iraq in its “legitimate self-defence”.

SLOVAKIA: Opponents of Slovakia’s entry to NATO
who launched a petition drive aimed at forcing a ref-
erendum on the issue announced on February 3 that
they have collected 100,000 signatures so far. Un-
der Slovak law, 350,000 signatures are required to
compel the Slovak President to call a referendum.

USA: Ave Maria University, the first new Roman Catholic
University in the USA in four decades is about to be built
on a remote 750-acre site in Florida. Its founder, right-wing
Tom Monaghan, also the founder of Domino’s Pizza, is
highly critical of other Catholic colleges and universities. His
main aim is to teach students to follow “the rules of God” and
to “help more people get to heaven” He said the university
would offer a range of majors from theology to hotel man-
agement. The plan includes three golf courses and a new
town with a commercial centre. Monaghan is noted for his
homophobic views; the National Organization for Women
boycotted Domino’s because of his opposition to abortion.
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A mother’s plea

“...But the mothers stayed up to
prepare the food for the journey
with tender care, and washed
their children and packed the
luggage: and at dawn the barbed
wire was full of children’s wash-
ing hung out in the wind to dry.
Nor did they forget the diapers,
the toys, the cushions and the
hundred other small things
which mothers remember and
which children always need.
Would you not be the same? If
you and your child were going to
be killed tomorrow, would you
not give him to eat today?” (If
This Is a Man by Primo Levi).

This image of women preparing
for their journey to a concentration
camp has prompted me to write
this letter. I am a woman. [ am an
educator, a mother, a wife. I have
no qualifications to enter the arena
of politics.

I write with the hope of peace in
my heart and the desire to make a
difference in this War Game that |
find myself in.

Along with my children, my
family and friends I feel forced
into this War Game that has begun
and I don’t remember volunteering
to play!

Although the game has been
given a variety of titles (Terrorism,
Weapons of Mass Destruction, Oil)
the rules have not been defined
(or appear to be made and altered
as needed) and it seems that
“non-volunteer” players are being
plucked at random without the Main
Players giving a second thought.

I am at a loss as to what I can
do to stop this age old game from
replaying the inevitable destruction.
I refuse to turn my TV on and allow
the images to infiltrate my home
again. Perhaps I am alone in crying

for the mothers playing for the other
team.

I will not listen or read the
propaganda being uttered by the
Main Players as if they speak bigger
and better truths than anyone else. I
don’t want war to become the term
I use for what THEY are doing over
THERE.

War is mass destruction. War
is terrorising humans into altering
their behaviour. It condemns a way
of life that it has never experienced.
War has no regards for life and
probably uses more oil than the
amount that was being fought over
in the first place.

Yet I find this “lucky country”
entering the playing field, the war
zone, becoming the terror we are
trying to protect ourselves from.

What are the issues? Let’s look
out for Australia doesn’t even pre-
tend to address WHY Australia has
become such an influential target.
Or why the Australian Government
has jumped into the game so quickly
and so willingly.

However, the publication is
effective in relating how great the
Government is by detailing the
monies and measures THEY have
put in place to “protect our way of
life”.

Someone needs to explain
the problems, aims and outcomes
more fully. I think the Main Players
assume the rest of the “non-volun-
teer” players to be naive drones.
And perhaps by our complacency
we are.

And so I send my children to
school and tell them to be nice and
play with everyone.

And the children watch Play-
school and learn to share.

And the students are taught
right from wrong, to be good,
violence is bad.

And I remain a woman, a
mother, a wife restrained by demo-
cratic decisions made by Them

watching a war destroy the people
over There.

And my tears are wiped away
by a Kleenex tissue that is thrown
out.

And tomorrow morning I will
drink a cup of coffee, hang the
washing on the Hills Hoist, pack
the Wiggles Bag with morning tea
and lunch, and do the hundred other
small things which mothers across
Australia remember to do which
their children always need.

And tomorrow, Mr Howard,
what remains of them tomorrow?

How can I explain to the chil-
dren the reasons for “Please” and
“Thank you” when the adults are on
the verge of a War Game?

Cynthia Pryma
Moss Vale, NSW

We need public
enterprises

The Sydney Morning Herald
recently reported on a study
of the non-profit sector in
the economy commissioned
by the Australian Bureau of
Statistics.

The non-profit sector can be
distinguished from businesses and
government organisations in that it
comprises enterprises that operate
on a “not-for-profit” basis. The
report focuses on those that provide
services in education, health, sport
and recreation.

The ABS study shows that these
parts of the non-profit sector are
more and more being taken over
and turned into businesses that exist
to make a profit. This has already
happened in education, health and
sport. Most recently private firms
have invaded the traditional non-
profit public domain of childcare.

If we look for a reason why
this is happening, the answer can

be found in how capitalism works.
Karl Marx pointed out that under
capitalism money is invested only if
it will make a profit.

A part of the profit is ploughed
back to become capital to make
more profit. As capital grows it
must look around for new areas to
invest in.

The early capitalists made a
profit by exploiting the workers and
the market in their own country.
But there’s a limit to the quantity
of goods that can be produced to
supply the people who have the
money to buy. A saturation point
was reached. The capitalists had to
look around for new areas of invest-
ment. They also needed cheap raw
materials and new markets.

Capitalism evolved into its
higher stage of colonialism and
imperialism.

Capital was invested in the colo-
nies. Savage exploitation produced
super profits that led to further
growth of capital. Again a satura-
tion point was reached. Now there
is “too much” capital with nowhere
to go and we see it “colonising” and
exploiting the traditional non-profit
areas.

That is one reason behind the
push to privatise public enterprises
and now to make money out of
childcare. In the case of public
enterprises the capitalists put pres-
sure on governments to privatise.
In the case of the small childcare
organisations the offers are too
good to refuse.

Where will it all end? More
and more people and families are
finding they are unable to pay for
privatised services.

What to do about it? It’s time
for governments to get back into
the business of establishing public
enterprises. A government bank
to start off with. A government
insurance company. We need a gov-
ernment-owned national shipping

line. And let’s get some workers

onto the boards of these enterprises

to avoid the State Bank fiasco of
South Australia.

Bob Saltis

Adelaide, SA

Open letter to the

Prime Minister

First point: You and those other
dangerous lunatics, Blair and
Bush, keep blathering about how
Iraq’s only chance is to show “full
co-operation” with the UN, (in
the absence of which you say it
is imperative that the UN clear
the way for a war in which many
thousands of innocent civilians
are likely to die).

It seems that the UN is not going
to go along with you. So would you
care to inform the ninety-four
per cent of our population who
are opposed to unsanctioned war
exactly what you and the other
nutters might consider “full co-
operation”?

So far you have maintained a
deafening silence. Do I understand
that you couldn’t care less whether
Iraq co-operates or not?

Second point: If, as many
suspect, you have given your secret
agreement to Bush that Australia
will go to war with the US without
UN sanction, and the US does in
fact do so, would you not agree that
you will be revealed for what you
really are, a mean and tricky person
prepared to lie through your (cos-
metically adjusted) teeth to advance
your own interests and those of the
class to which you belong?

Recalling the words of the
captain of HMAS Sydney, it will be
“John Howard, beached and done
for”. And good riddance.

Ed Ryan
Sydney, NSW

Culture
& Life

Naked desires

Well, the “Coalition of the Will-
ing” is in all kinds of trouble,
isn’t it? With the arrogance of
the schoolyard bully, they may
yet disregard what anyone else
says and attack Iraq anyway,
but they are finding it harder
and harder to disguise their
true aims.

by Rob Gowland

It is now clear for all to see that
the US is driven by the naked desire
to acquire control over Iraq’s vast
oil reserves — and from there to
dominate all the oil resources of the
Middle East and Central Asia.

US imperialism under assorted
lack-lustre Presidents is just as keen
on achieving world domination as
German imperialism under Hitler
ever was.

But wouldn’t you think that “the
most powerful country on Earth”
could find better people to front
for it?

Colin Powell (widely tipped as
a future US President, remember)
tried to pass off to the UN Security
Council a decade old British post-
graduate research paper as the latest
information on Iraq gathered by the
mighty US intelligence system.

In fact, it described conditions
in Iraq ten years ago. Perhaps

the spooks never told Powell. He
was left looking pretty stupid, but
the ever-faithful capitalist media
brushed it off as unimportant.

Powell once again accused
Baghdad of having ties with the al
Qaida terrorist organisation, a claim
which Bush reiterates whenever he
can. This provoked some pungent
comments from Abbas Khalaf, the
Iraqi Ambassador in Moscow.

Pointing out that Iraq was the
only Arab country that had not
established economic and political
relations with the Taliban, Abbas
Khalaf observed that “Al Qaida is
an offspring of the CIA”.

The Iraqi  Ambassador
reminded his listeners that al
Qaida’s framework was “created
by the Americans themselves back
in Afghanistan”. As for September
11 and terrorism, “all clues lead to
Washington”, he stressed.

He also reminded the media
that bin Laden was also the prod-
uct of CIA agents, and that bin
Laden’s brother has business and
commercial ties with George Bush’s
brother.

Abbas Khalaf also refuted
George Bush’s statement about
Iraq’s ties with Chechen terrorists,
observing “Unfortunately, George
Bush believes that Chechnya is
situated in the Arab East”.

In fact, Bush’s various state-
ments since becoming President
show that he has less grasp on
world affairs than Ronald Reagan
had. They used to market a map
of the world “according to Ronald
Reagan”, a geographically warped
and politically hilarious document.

I suspect a map of the world
according to George W Bush would
be even weirder.

Abbas Khalaf rightly noted
that Powell’s speech to the Security
Council was in “the style of Nazi
propaganda”. Although Powell’s
report had aroused “laughter and
bewilderment” at the UN, neverthe-
less, he said, it showed “how far
the US administration can go in its
desire to unleash a war”.

Powell and Bush are not the
only current US leaders suffering
from foot-in-mouth disease. Most of
their mishaps seem to be the result
of a firmly held belief that the rest
of the world is inherently inferior to
the US and should be grateful to be
noticed by their “powerful ally”.

Certainly, the Bush administra-
tion seems to think arrogance does
not need to be tempered by even a
pretence of concern for the sensi-
bilities of other countries.

The US Ambassador to Austra-
lia for example (a personal friend of
George W who gave him the ambas-
sadorship to Canberra as a payoff
for his support in the US elections)
saw nothing wrong with ticking off
the Leader of the Opposition for
daring to question the US position
on Iraq.

Of course, his disingenuous
declaration that Crean’s comments
were tantamount to “calling Presi-
dent Bush a liar” fell somewhat flat.
If there is one thing his friend and
boss George W Bush can do, it is
read whatever his staff have written
on the teleprompter with complete
sincerity, no matter what blatant
untruth it contains.

Of course, the more state-
ments you read with total sincerity
that are subsequently shown to
be untrue, the less credible you
become. That may be a bit subtle
for George W, however.

Or he might just believe that
people are too stupid to put these
facts together and draw appropriate
conclusions. Certainly the whole
Bush administration has displayed
contempt for people everywhere.

And the people are beginning to
return the compliment. In Germany,
the relatives of US Secretary of
Defence Donald Rumsfeld have
disowned him over US efforts to
start a war with Iraq.

Rumsfeld’s family emigrated
to the USA in the 19th century, and
when he was US Ambassador to
NATO, he made a point of renew-
ing his ties to his North German
relatives. But according to the

British paper The Telegraph, his
59-year-old cousin Karin Cecere
(née Rumsfeld) now says: “We are
embarrassed to be related to him.”

At a Congressional hearing at
the beginning of February, Rums-
feld stated that the only nations
determined not to help the US
attack Iraq were Cuba, Germany
and Libya.

So when, a week later,
Rumsfeld attended a meeting in
Munich, thousands of Germans
demonstrated against him (and the
US position), despite heavy snow
falling at the time. Among the
placards were quite a few reading
“Welcome to Cuba”. &
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Argentina is the most developed
country in Latin America. Once
the darling of the International
Monetary community, it was
a trailblazer for Reagan-
style “trust-the-markets”
economics.

Argentina opened up her
markets to outside investors, her
financial systems to international
banks, and privatised everything.
The sale of public enterprises and
assets kept the government’s coffers
full — for a time. Then came the
crunch.

The Cutting Edge documentary
Cry for Argentina (SBS 8.30pm
Tuesday), tells the dramatic story
of the collapse of Argentina and
the effects on both a personal and
political level.

The Argentineans are strug-
gling to cope with an economy
declining faster than that of the
US during the Great Depression.
Following the run on the banks in
2002, the Government defaulted on
USS$141 billion of debt.

Production has fallen by 20 per-
cent in a year. Unemployment is 25
percent and rising. Every day sees
new demonstrations in the streets
and desperate people gathering in
front of banks, expressing their
anger with the system.

Some people bang pots and
pans and deface banks in protest,
while others march and blockade
roads. A fifth of the population have
resorted to pre-capitalist barter,
joining Barter Clubs where goods
can be exchanged for services and
vice versa.

Prime time television in
Argentina even has a new reality
show, Human Resources, in which
contestants bare their souls before
a national audience in order to win
“a job” as a sales assistant on the
minimum wage.

The documentary follows two
finalists on the show, Mariela and
Samantha, back home to meet their
families and explore a world of lost
hope, where dreams of first world
security have been swiftly replaced
by fears of third world poverty.

Cry For Argentina is a study
of what happens when the bottom
falls out of capitalism in a country
which once was among the richest
in the world.

irector Nick Park joined

Britain’s Aardman Ani-
mation in 1986 to work with the
studio’s innovative founders Peter
Lord and David Sproxton and at
the same time to complete 4 Grand
Day Out, a film he had started while
a student at London’s National Film
and Television School.

Nominated for an Academy
Award, A Grand Day Out (1989)
introduced the world to Wallace, the
eccentric, somewhat inept cheese-
loving inventor (voiced by Peter
Sallis) and his faithful dog, Gromit
whose wide, slightly mournful eyes
quickly register his despair, frustra-
tion or total incredulity.

The story was pure comic-book
adventure — building a space rocket
and blasting-off to the moon in
search of cheese — but its success
demanded a sequel, and in 1993
Wallace and Gromit returned in the
Oscar-winning The Wrong Trou-
sers (ABC 5.30pm Wednesday),
followed two years later by 4 Close
Shave which also won an Oscar.

“All three films are packed
with visual jokes (Gromit reading
a paper carrying the headline ‘Dog
Reads Paper’) and verbal puns
(Gromit’s collection of records by
Bach), and there is a proliferation
of wacky gadgets, ranging from
the ex-NASA Techno Trousers to a
device that catapults dollops of jam
onto a piece of toast as it springs out
of a pop-up toaster.

“Park’s films work on many lev-
els. Children respond to the broad
character comedy, adults to the
more sophisticated elements includ-
ing the affectionate spoofing of
movie genres such as horror films,
thrillers, heist pictures, action mov-
ies and the deep shadows and crazy
camera angles of film noir.

“This richness of character and
relentlessly paced animation (the

WORTH WATCHING

Aardman Animations pre_sentg_iﬂ'_f . 5
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The Wrong Trousers (ABC 5.30pm Wednesday)

model train chase in The Wrong
Trousers and the motorbike pursuit
in A Close Shave) have carried
clay animation to unprecedented
heights” — Cracking Animation by
Brian Sibley.

y the early to mid-19%

Century, British capital-
ists were highly aggrieved at their
inability to make more money
from the tea trade. They had the
marketing of it in England and the
rest of the Empire sewn up, but
they had to buy the raw product
from China.

The Chinese authorities had
guarded the secret of its cultivation
and manufacture for more than
5000 years. British imperialism
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sought to change that by mounting
an audacious industrial espionage
mission to steal the secret of tea
from Imperial China.

The man entrusted with this
mission was Robert Fortune, a
36-year-old Scottish botanist.
Unconcerned by the colonial exploi-
tation that it implied, Fortune saw
his work as being for the greater
cause of the British Empire.

Robert Fortune: The Tea Thief,
screening in the As It Happened
timeslot (SBS 7.30pm Saturday),
tells the extraordinary story of
Fortune’s mission. As SBS puts
it, in a curiously mealy-mouthed
expression, “From today’s perspec-
tive, Robert Fortune’s clandestine
activities can be seen as an illicit
technology transfer”.

Robert Fortune (1812-1880) was
a distinguished botanist and adven-
turer in his day. Plants that bear his
name can be found in many of the
world’s botanical gardens.

Fortune supposedly spent three
years “travelling clandestinely

|||‘

throughout mainland China, dis-
guised as a mandarin and under the
constant threat of death”, observing
and learning for himself the best
methods and techniques of tea
cultivation and processing.

By the time he went to India
in 1851, he had some 20,000 tea-
plants and a compliment of eight
Chinese tea workers to oversee their
cultivation in the foothills of the
Himalayas. British capitalism had
taken over as primary producer in
the tea industry.

An interesting footnote: among
those interviewed in the program
is Anthony Wild, “current director
of the British East India Company”
(the company that originally sent
Fortune on his mission).

For me, it always comes as a
surprise to realise that these colo-
nial business concerns still exist.
In some countries, like Zimbabwe,
they actually dominate the economy
(and are behind much of the cur-
rent British campaign against the
Mugabe Government). &

Sydney
Politics in the Pub

Every Friday night 6pm — 7.45pm
Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills

(across from the Chalmers St exit and Devonshire St tunnel at Central Station)
Dinner afterwards in the Royal Exhibition Hotel across the road

Feb 21
PUBLIC EDUCATION IN NSW: THE WAY FORWARD
Prof Tony Vinson, Chair of The Public Education Inquiry in NSW
Maree O’Halloran, President NSW Teachers’ Federation

Feb 28
THE RISE OF THE GREENS: THE NEW OPPOSITION”?
lan Cohen, MLC, NSW Greens
Paul Pearce, ALP, Mayor of Waverley
Geoff Hawker, Snr Lecturer in Politics, Macquarie

March 17
THE FUTURE OF SYDNEY: THE COMING CRISIS IN HOUSING,
WATER, ENERGY, HEALTH, TRANSPORT
Assoc Prof John Toon, Dir of Planning Research Cen Uni of Sydney;
Monica Wangmann, Councillor Ashfield Council and Committee
member of Save our Suburbs
The Gaelic Club, like all clubs, is required to have non members sign in.
To avoid queues you may wish to become a social member for $5.
Ing: Pat Toms 9358 4834 pbtoms@bigpond.com ; Jan O’Leary 9818 3737,
jol@pnc.com.au PO Box 325 Rozelle NSW 2039 ; Win Childs Fax 9660 6554
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Perth . Sydney - Protestors from all walks of life
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