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Sydney
At least 25,000 braved the 

weather to Walk Against War last 
Saturday. There was a broad cross-
section of the community from dif-
ferent ethnic, religious, political, 
trade union, peace, solidarity and 
other organisations. There were 
many individuals and families, 
young and old, some on their first 
march, all united against war.

Protestors made their way from 
the Town Hall to the Domain where 
a wide range of speakers, reflecting 
the breadth of the backgrounds of 
participants addressed the rally.

Actor John Howard was MC 
for the event with speakers includ-
ing John Pilger, and entertainment 
by Jenny Morris, Leonardo’s Bride 
and CNNN (The Chaser).

Mr Howard and Mr Pilger, in 
a joint statement before the dem-
onstration, asked the Australian 
Government to explain: “What has 
Iraq done to Australia? Apart from 
buying wheat.”

“The last war against Iraq, 
the romantically named ‘Desert 
Storm’, in which Australia took 
part, killed over 20,000 people.

 In the decade since that calam-
ity, partly as a result of the irradia-
tion of southern Iraq and partly as 
a result of sanctions policed by our 
Australian Navy, over 500,000 
children have died.

Adelaide
In Adelaide, protestors carry-

ing placards, flags and banners 
with demands for an independent 
foreign policy for Australia, hu-
mane treatment for refugees and 
the destruction of ALL of the 
world’s weapons of mass destruc-
tion made their way from Victoria 
Square to Elder Park.

Around 20,000 people gath-
ered to hear speakers and perform-
ers, united in support of the main 
slogan of the march: “NOT IN 
OUR NAME”.

Rev. Lee Levett Olsson of the 
Uniting Church made an impas-
sioned plea to the leaders of the 

world’s most powerful nations not 
to release the poisons of war.

He referred not only to the poi-
soning of relations between com-
munities for generations but also 
to the literal poisoning of the land, 
the waters and the skies bound to 
occur in the event of war.

He pointed out the hypocrisy of 
those countries responsible for the 
use of the “depleted uranium” cov-

ered shells that have contaminated 
Yugoslavia, who are now claiming 
concern over “weapons of mass 
destruction” in Iraq.

Professor Ian Maddocks, who 
chairs the International Physicians 
for the Prevention of Nuclear War 
(IPPNW) organisation, spoke of his 
concerns as a health care provider.

He urged those present to 
read a report entitled “Collateral 

Damage”, which details the likely 
health consequences of a war 
against Iraq (www.medact.org).

State Labor Member for Mitch-
ell, Kris Hanna, called on partici-
pants to build bridges of friendship 
with Muslim Australians as im-
portant step in turning around the 
climate of hate being generated by 
the Federal Government.

continued page 4

The message is clear: “No war on Iraq”, “No Austra-
lian Involvement”. It’s the message that thousands of 
people sent to the Australian and Bush Governments at 
the “Walk against War” protests held in capital cities 
and regional centres of Ipswich, Lismore, Taree, Alice 
Springs and Launceston last weekend. There was also 
an action at Pine.

Protestors on the streets of Sydney

by Peter Mac
Hill declared “…when an 

armed attack against a state is im-
minent that state is not compelled 
to wait until the first blow has been 
struck.

“But what action can a state 
legitimately take when that attack 
is to be launched by a non-state ac-
tor, in a non-conventional manner, 

operating from bases in disparate 
parts of the world?”

Apparently the Minister’s an-
swer is hit any country you like.

On Monday, the Philippines 
Minister for Defence joined 
spokesmen for the governments 
of Indonesia and other Asian na-
tions in expressing horror at the 
Australian Government’s stand, 

and said he was amazed that any 
national leader could make such 
statements.

ALP shadow Defence Minister 
Chris Ellison commented angrily 
that “Robert Hill suggests inter-
national law allows countries to 
determine for themselves whether 
a particular suite of circumstances 
justifies a pre-emptive military at-
tack.

“The Minister is advocating a 
doctrine that allows each country 
to conduct military strikes in the 
name of self-defence, even though 
the Charter was intended to pro-
vide a means of resolving conflicts 
peacefully.”

continued page 4

Government aggression
outrages Australia’s neighbours

The Howard Government’s support for pre-emptive 
strike action has outraged Australia’s neighbours. Last 
week Defence Minister Senator Robert Hill declared that 
the UN Charter should define such action as a self-defence 
right “better suited to contemporary realities”. This week 
Prime Minister Howard stated that any national leader 
should regard pre-emptive action as a legitimate respon-
sibility.
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Doctors are being forced to 
charge fees because the Federal 
Government has deliberately driven 
down rebate payments (in real terms) 
with the purpose of destroying Medi-
care by stealth.

Bulk-billing with its no-fee, uni-
versal access for patients is central to 
Medicare.

“The decline in bulk-billing 
rates is making things very tough 
for our bulk-billing doctors and their 
patients and will have serious reper-
cussions if something isn’t done very 
soon”, said Dr Con Costa, President 
of the Doctors’ Reform Society of 
NSW.

“Doctors who continue to bulk-
bill find their waiting rooms become 
more crowded, and demands on 
their time and services increasing. 
House calls and nursing home vis-

its are becoming a luxury they can 
ill afford.”

“We are all tired and fed up and, 
as more GPs stop bulk billing or 
simply fall ill from overwork, the 
log jam is now affecting the Acci-
dent and Emergency Services of all 
public hospitals.”

“The sick and elderly are pay-
ing a high price for the Federal Gov-
ernment’s anti-Medicare, anti-bulk 
billing agenda, Dr Costa said.

“The numbers of bulk-billing 
doctors turning away patients and 
leaving practice are no longer just 
declining – they’re plummeting at 
an absolutely staggering rate,” New 
South Wales Health Minister Craig 
Knowles Mr. Knowles said.

Nationally 3.4 million less GP 
services were bulk billed over the 
past 12 months.

There have been massive 
increases in less serious hospital 
presentations from 1999/00 to 2001/
02: Children’s Hospital Westmead 
(24%); Northern Rivers (21%); Mid 
West (19%); Greater Murray (14%); 
Mid North Coast (14%); Northern 
Sydney (5%).

In 2001/2002, 15,831 people pre-
sented to NSW emergency depart-
ments for medical certificates and 
repeat prescriptions.

In rural NSW there are at least 
59 towns where bulk billing is not 
available.

In these towns, people use 
emergency departments at a rate of 
about 60 percent more than towns 
that offer bulk billing.

The Doctors’ Reform Society 
has called for the scrapping of the 
30 percent private health insurance 
rebate which is costing the health 
care system $2.8 billion (and ris-
ing) a year to subsidise a failed 
industry.

“This is public money and 
should be spent on Medicare and 
our ailing public hospitals”, said 
Dr Costa. J
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Just another cover-up 
Commission

It is standard procedure for governments to hold an inqui-
ry when they want to cover something up. President Bush’s 
Commission to investigate the events of September 11 is no ex-
ception with Henry Kissinger as its Chairman. Bush thanked 
Kissinger for returning to “service your nation” while Kiss-
inger claimed he felt “a special responsibility to those who 
have suffered such a terrible loss”, when the World Trade 
Centre was bombed. The Commission of ten, five Republicans 
and five Democrats, is to report to Bush within 18 months, 
just before the next presidential and congressional elections 
are due. Bush had resisted the establishment of any inquiry 
into the events of September 11 until now. He insisted on hav-
ing the right to select the Chairman of the Commission.

Henry Kissinger is just as much an evil participant in US 
politics as Bush. He was Secretary of State under Presidents 
Nixon and Ford. He was involved in the US invasion of Viet-
nam in the 1960s and ’70s and the secret bombing of Cambo-
dia during this war. He was involved in the overthrow of the 
democratically elected Allende Government of Chile and the 
establishment of the military-fascist Pinochet.

In a travesty of justice, Kissinger was awarded the Nobel 
Peace prize when the Vietnam War finally came to an end with 
the defeat of the US. He should be tried as a war criminal.

Steven Aftergood, a government secrecy expert at the Fed-
eration of American Scientists, said that “Kissinger is not dis-
tinguished as an impartial judge of government misconduct, 
to put it mildly. He has stubbornly resisted the disclosure of 
official information to members of Congress, courts of law, 
private researchers and others.”

Christopher Hitchens, the author of a book on Kissinger 
commented, “The Bush Administration did not want an objec-
tive inquiry into the disastrous intelligence failures and having 
an inquiry chaired by Henry Kissinger is the next best thing.”

Will the Commission seriously investigate and draw con-
clusions from the fact that US air traffic control was continu-
ally monitoring the flight of the hijacked planes but the fighter 
planes at the Andrews Airbase, which had the responsibility to 
protect New York and Washington, were not scrambled until 
after the hijacked planes had hit their targets? Of course not!

Will Kissinger bring down a finding that members of the 
Bush administration deliberately prevented intervention 
when it was known that four passenger aircraft had been 
hijacked? Of course not!

Will he question why Bush, who is Commander-in-Chief of 
all US military forces, continued reading with school children 
when informed that the first plane had crashed into one of the 
twin towers at the WTC?

Will the Commission reveal the close business connections 
between the Bush family and the bin Laden family?

The Commission’s findings are much more likely to at-
tempt to justify further aggression by the Bush administra-
tion. When asked about US relations with Saudi Arabia Kiss-
inger replied, “I think that’s one of the subjects that we will 
deal with. When I was Secretary of State, Saudi Arabia was a 
good ally. But that was 30 years ago.”

The intended US invasion of Iraq is only the first step in 
the larger US plan to control the whole of the Middle East, 
including Saudi Arabia and it is this that the Kissinger Com-
mission will set out to justify.

The fact that Bush has refused to have the September 11 
events investigated and now, under pressure, has appointed 
Kissinger to chair an inquiry shows that Bush, Cheney, 
Rumsfeld, and other top members of the Bush administration 
have much to hide. They are confident that with Kissinger as 
Chairman, the Commission will continue to hide the truth.

Regardless of the Commission, the US Government and 
war machine will continue to face huge protest demonstra-
tions demanding “No War”.

Howard beats the 
“pre-emptive” drum

PRESS FUND
The Howard Government still insists that signing the Kyoto Protocol to 
reduce greenhouse gases is “not in Australia’s interests” (i.e. the interests of 
certain large industries). However, increasing numbers of farmers and gra-
ziers are demanding that the government do so. Last week the ABC revealed 
that for the first time since the 18th century, Britain is shipping wheat to 
Australia. It seems we can’t produce enough to feed our dwindling herds of 
sheep and cattle. You won’t find this reported in the commercial media, but 
we’re determined to do so, and if you think we should, why not send us a 
Press Fund contribution? We still have some way to go to meet our $12,000 
target for2002. Can anyone help with a $500 or $1000 contribution? Our sin-
cere thanks go to the following, for their generous contributions this week:

June Ayres $20, M J Braine $70, A Croatian friend $50, R Reed $50, “Round 
Figure” $9, Gordana R $50, H Thomson $3, N W $28.

This week’s total $280. Progressive total $10,355.

As part of his campaign, How-
ard is calling for a revision of the 
United Nations Charter, which, if it 
were amended in the terms indicated 
by Howard and Bush, would usher in 
a period of worldwide anarchy, end-
less aggression and “pre-emptive” 
attacks against real or concocted 
“terrorist” threats.

The mere suspicion that some 
group somewhere was plotting to 
undertake a terrorist attack would 
be sufficient to send in the SAS 
(who have replaced the marines 
as the modern imperial interven-
tion force) and bomb the territory 
of a neighbouring state. No hard 
evidence would be required – just 
a suspicion.

A very good example of this 
type of arrogant thinking has arisen 
from the car bombing of the Hotel 

in Mombassa. Without any evidence 
FBI and Israeli agents who have 
swarmed into Kenya to “investigate” 
the incident, immediately declared 
that some group from Somalia and 
Pakistan carried out the bombing.

Are Israel and the US now going 
to launch a pre-emptive strike against 
these two countries?

The statements by Howard and 
Defence Minister, Robert Hill, 
have brought immediate condem-
nation from Australia’s Asian 
neighbours against which they are 
directed.

Spokespersons from Indonesia, 
Thailand and the Philippines have 
all spoken out in protest at the Aus-
tralian Government’s statements, 
declaring them to be in disregard 
of international law and the sover-
eignty of other nations. One Indo-

nesian parliamentarian declared 
Howard’s statement to be “very 
dangerous”.

Commenting to The Guardian, 
Peter Symon, CPA General Secretary 
said, “Once again the Howard Gov-
ernment, by tearing up international 
law and assuming its right to inter-
vention into the territory of another 
nation, is isolating Australia from its 
nearest neighbours.

“Howard is helping to cre-
ate a world in which superior mili-
tary force or the threat of force is 
becoming the absolute arbiter of 
international relations. The princi-
ple inscribed in the UN Charter that 
disputes be settled by negotiations is 
being thrown overboard. The sover-
eignty and independence of nations 
is disregarded.

“Howard is showing unre-
strained arrogance, backed up by 
what he regards as Australia’s supe-
rior military resources.

“This is a course that inevita-
bly leads to war and far from elimi-
nating resistance in the form of so-
called ‘terrorist’ acts, will increase 
them many times over.” J

Bulk-billing
central to Medicare
Increasingly patients visiting their local GP are being told, “sorry 
we don’t bulk-bill anymore, just can’t afford to keep the prac-
tice open if we do.” Instead of signing a Medicare form for their 
doctor to receive a rebate, they are being asked to pay out $35, 
$40, $45 or much more for longer consultations and procedures. 
Then they often have the bother of chasing up Medicare for a 
partial refund.

Prime Minister Howard has been awaiting an opportunity to 
line Australia up behind President Bush’s theory of pre-emptive 
strike. His chance came with the Bali bombing and now Howard 
argues that “any Australian Prime Minister” would order a pre-
emptive strike against another country if there were no alterna-
tive to stopping an attack.
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AUSTRALIA

by Vic Williams
The organisers claim it is one of 

the healthiest reefs left in the world 
and want to keep it that way.

The spokesperson for the organ-
isers said the reef and the area had 
been the home of local Indigenous 
people; it was a beach for turtle nests, 
and the ocean was a haven for hump-
back whales with calves.

He claimed the marina as 
planned would hold a thousand 
yachts and launches, and would pol-
lute the reef.

The land belonged to the peo-
ple and should not be handed to the 
developers for their exploitation and 
profit, he said.

Writer Tim Winton, who has 
donated part of his awards to protec-
tion of the reef, called on the people 
to stand up and be counted in protec-
tion of the whole area.

He did not want to say of the 
whole area “Beautiful one day, 
Queensland the next!”

Giz Watson, Greens WA MLC, 
had made an earlier statement on 
the Ningaloo Reef development pro-
posals:

“The State Labor conference 
opposed the development. That is 
a strong indication that the ALP’s 
grassroots agree with the community 
that this development is not appro-
priate for such a fragile reef system.

“The Labor Party’s MPs are 
deeply divided. I’ve spoken to sup-
porters of both sides and I think 
there is a very heated cabinet discus-
sion going on.

“When it comes to the crunch, 
all we can do is to keep the pressure 
on them and hope that those who are 
passionate about saving Ningaloo 
Reef have the numbers.” J

by Marcus Browning

It was a concise summing up of 
the Bush Government’s swift action 
to silence all questions, all criticisms 
and all dissenting voices around the 
events of September 11 last year. 
This method, used in the US, Brit-
ain and here in Australia, I call the 
Snowball.

First came the counter-posing 
of what initially appeared to be the 
same things: “democracy and free-
dom” and democratic rights and free 
speech.

It didn’t take long before it 
became clear that to George W Bush, 
Tony Blair and John Howard they are 
not the same things at all. Bush set 
the Snowball in motion when he 
warned, “You can’t be against ter-
rorism and war”. Furthermore, criti-
cism of the government “gives aid 
and comfort to the enemy” and is 
therefore by definition unpatriotic.

And so the Snowball rolled on, 
gathering speed and mass. Using 
this “for-us-or-against-us” contriv-
ance, the Bush/Blair/Howard troika 
granted themselves immunity from 
scrutiny and the right not to be held 
accountable for any of their actions.

Hence the impression you may 
be getting that Howard and his Min-
isters have been invested with a tran-
scendent executive power – in fact 
the festering germ of authoritarian-
ism.

NSW Supreme Court judge John 
Dowd encountered the Snowball last 
week after giving evidence to a Sen-
ate inquiry into the proposed legis-
lation to give ASIO sweeping new 
powers.

There followed a coordinated, 
vitriolic attack on him via the media 
and some politicians, such as How-
ard’s warmongering right-hand man, 
NSW Premier Bob Carr.

Carr: “We had the slaughter of 
Australian innocents in Bali. We’ve 
had warnings that Australia might be 
targeted. So John [Dowd], wake up 
to yourself. The threat is real.”

Liberal Senator George Brandis: 
“What worries people about civil 
liberties activists is their responses 
sometimes seem automatic, like 
Pavlov’s dogs.”

Piers Akerman in the Daily 
Telegraph: “Premier Bob Carr was 
rightly outraged by Dowd’s claim 
that the legislation was an exercise 
in fear-mongering.”

Daily Telegraph editorial, along-
side Akerman’s column: “Justice 
Dowd is wrong, so wrong.”

Amanda Devine in The Sydney 
Morning Herald: “Since the Sep-
tember 11 attacks and … Bali we are 
all in a kind of prison now.”

See how the Snowball works?
Giving evidence to the senate 

inquiry Dowd – who as the Austra-
lian President of the International 
Commission of Jurists was after 
all reporting the ICJ’s views - con-
demned the legislation, saying it 
would undermine fundamental dem-
ocratic rights and would turn ASIO 
into a “secret police”.

He warned that the introduction 
of laws under the banner of anti-ter-
rorism and in “an atmosphere of hys-
teria” would see Australian Muslims 
become their first victims.

The ICJ said the laws – which 
include new powers for ASIO to 
search, interrogate and detain sus-
pects and to hold people for seven 
days without charge, access to legal 
representation or to the courts – rep-
resent a greater threat to Australia’s 
way of life than terrorism.

“What we have done”, said 
Dowd in the ICJ submission, “will 
be used by terrorist regimes and 
totalitarian regimes throughout the 
world. This is not what Australia is 

about. We developed our legal sys-
tem on habeas corpus [presumption 
of innocence] and a whole range of 
protections of the individual. This 
just throws it aside.”

Now, Dowd is not the only critic 
of the legislation. A former NSW 
Liberal Attorney-General, he is not 
from what Devine, Akerman and co 
define as the “left”. His background 
indicates that he should be “on-side” 
with what the Government is doing, 
or at least giving an assenting nod.

He was singled out for attack in 
part because his position in the legal 
system and as ICJ President gives 
him a higher profile both here and 
overseas: his criticisms have a cer-
tain level of public impact. And he 
represents a growing disquiet across 
various sections of Australian soci-
ety about the terror laws and threats 
to democratic rights.

The Government knows that the 
momentum must be maintained, that 
in conducting a bogus war, appear-
ance is everything. Dowd and the 
ICJ crossing the public relations 
line could knock the Snowball out 
of kilter.

Said Dowd, in response to the 
attacks on him, “If the legisla-
tion does pass, then people should 
remember that they have been 
warned.” J

WA: “Save the 
Ningaloo Reef!”
On Sunday December 1 more than 10,000 people marched 
through Fremantle demanding “Save the Ningaloo Reef!” and 
“Stop the danger of a marina”.

TAKING ISSUE with Marcus Browning

One day on a bus on the way to work I noticed a graphic in a mag-
azine someone was reading. It was of muscle-bound US Marines 
armed to the teeth standing over astonished civilians. In the back-
ground were the exploding Twin Towers in New York. One of the 
marines was saying to the stunned citizens: “Shut the fuck up! 
We’ll handle this!”

The Greens had three aims – to 
promote proportional representation, 
to win a seat and to run as many can-
didates as possible.

The huge win for Labor, the big-
gest in 30 years and the first time in 
150 years the ALP has gained control 
of the upper house, has a number of 
implications.

Premier Steve Bracks has prom-
ised “reform” of the upper house 
with the introduction in some form 
of proportional representation.

Labor also gave guarantees to 
wind back logging in the State. 
To what extent those promises are 
implemented remains to be seen. 
Nonetheless, in other crucial areas it 
will be more of the same.

There is nothing in the Bracks 
Government agenda that addresses 
the need to wind back privatisation, 

to properly fund hospitals and the 
public health system, to return the 
transport system to public owner-
ship, or to build and strengthen pub-
lic education.

The Democrats were hit hard 
again, receiving only around 0.1 
percent of the vote for the upper 
house. The Liberals had an 8.4 per-
cent swing against them in the upper 
house and the Nationals 0.3 percent, 
getting only 4.5 percent of the vote.

In the lower house the Liberals 
lost 20 seats and Labor gained 17.

The Greens’ vote in Richmond 
was 27.3%, Northcote 24.71%, Mel-
bourne 23.32%, Brunswick 22.82% 
and Hawthorn 18.75%.

The Victorian Greens said pro-
portional representation in the upper 
house will end the long-term Liberal/
National domination. “However, 

Labor now sees the Greens as a seri-
ous threat, and it will be interesting 
to watch what form of proportional 
representation is put in place”, said a 
Greens post-election statement.

“It’s quite possible they will 
choose a system which will sup-
port the major parties, such as a five-
member electorate. This would mean 
you would need 16 percent or more 
to win a seat.”

The Greens also stand to make 
good gains in the upcoming local 
government elections in Victoria, 
due in March next year, when around 
50 percent of local government areas 
go to the polls.

The Greens note that in this elec-
tion they have made several seats 
“Green marginal”, setting the stage 
for Greens wins at the next election.

National Greens leader, Senator 
Bob Brown, held up the almost 10 
percent result – 300,000 votes - as 
proof that the Greens are now the 
third force in Australian politics. He 
called on Bracks to honour the prom-
ise of electoral reform. J

Victorian Elections
Greens set for more gains

The Greens in Victoria say they have laid the groundwork for elec-
toral gains in the future. If there had been a system of proportional rep-
resentation the Greens would have won eight to nine seats. As it was they 
did not win a seat in last week’s election, though state-wide they polled 
9.19 percent and in a number of seats gained around 25 percent.

Melbourne
Public Meeting

The fight for workers’ rights
International Human Rights Day

Tuesday 10th December 6:30 pm 
Trades Hall, 54 Victoria Street, Carlton South

Speakers:
Martin Kingham, Leigh Hubbard, Damien Lawson, Dave Kerin 

and a speaker representing Refugees
Workers Change the World
Australia Asia Worker Links

PO Box 264 Fitzroy Victoria 3065 Australia
aawl@aawl.org.au or Web: www.aawl.org.au

Assn No: A1318   ABN: 82 920 590 967

The Snowball method: “Shut the f#&k up”
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by Peter Mac

It seems like only yesterday that 
Ansett employees were effectively 
robbed of their entitlements, and 
already many more airline employ-
ees are facing the same threat.

Although described as a merger, 
the proposed deal constitutes in 
effect a $490 million takeover of Air 
NZ by Qantas.

As such, the deal immediatly 
threatens the future of employ-
ees of Air NZ, which has refused 
to guarantee the security of their 
entitlements, such as payment for 
long service leave, redundancy and 
annual leave.

Recent negotiations over a new 
enterprise bargaining agreement 
ground to a halt on this very basic 
issue and remain unresolved.

The Australian Services Union 
(ASU) has called for the security of 
entitlements to be clearly established 
as a precondition for the deal to pro-
ceed.

Julie Bignell, Clerical and 
Administrative Branch Secretary 
of the union this week stated: “We 
are calling on the ACCC [Australian 
Competition and Consumer Com-
mission] to obtain an enforceable 
undertaking from Air New Zealand 
regarding the security of workers’ 
entitlements before approving the 
… deal.

“Let’s not forget that last time 
Air New Zealand was involved in 
an Australian airline, 16,000 Ansett 
workers lost their jobs and entitle-

ments. Let’s have the regulators get it 
right from the outset this time.

“Air New Zealand are say-
ing that workers must live with the 
uncertaintly that their entitlements 
may not be there, but given their his-
tory this is not a risk we are willing 
to take. When the ACCC applies the 
public interest test to the Qantas/Air 
New Zealand alliance, they should 
ensure that workers’ entitlements at 
Air New Zealand are safe and secure. 
I can’t see how anything less is in the 
public interest”, she added.

Although the union is only for-
mally involved with the Australian 
employees of Air New Zealand, 
the reality is that the New Zealand 
employees of the airline are also 
likely to bear the brunt of any fail-
ure by the company to meet their 
employees’ entitlements.

Moreover, Qantas employees 
would also be affected by redun-
dancies, since the new corporation 
would doubtless be eagerly intent 
on job shedding wherever it can, and 
pitting Australian and New Zealand 
workers against each other to slash 
wages and conditions.

The ACCC has expressed con-
cern that the deal would constitute a 
monopoly and would result in fewer 
(and more densely packed) cross-
Tasman flights.

Much of the discussion about the 
deal has also focussed on the issue of 
the effective ownership of New Zea-
land’s national carrier by an Austra-
lian company. (A recent public opin-
ion poll revealed some 60 percent 

of New Zealand respondents were 
opposed to the deal going ahead for 
this reason.)

Other issues are also looming, 
for example the increasing level of 
privatisation of the company, since 
the deal would result in the NZ Gov-
ernment’s holding being reduced 
from 82 to 64 per cent.

Legitimate though these concerns 
are, the companies themselves have 
focussed principally on convincing 
the ACCC and the NZ Commerce 
Commission that the deal would not 
have “anti-competitive effects” on 
flight seating and frequency.

They have shown little regard 
for the effect of the deal on work-
ers’ futures and entitlements, issues 
of enormous concern and potential 
industrial action.  J

LABOUR

Air NZ deal threatens 
employee entitlements
The proposed merger of Air New Zealand and Qantas is once again 
threatening the entitlements of thousands of airline employees.

No war against Iraq
No Australian involvement

Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union investiga-
tions are continuing to expose the use of business visas by 
employers to exploit cheap imported labour. The union is cur-
rently investigating new claims from workers from Korea and 
Lebanon in the construction industry. It is also looking into the 
case of three South African chefs employed in the hospital-
ity sector who say they were paid $50 a week and so were 
underpaid by more than $100,000 each. Their case has been 
adjourned for three months. The illegal use of business visas 
was exposed earlier this year when an accident at the site of 
the construction of a water tower in rural NSW resulted in two 
deaths. It transpired that the building contractor had run an 
illegal and dangerous operation and that one of the workers 
injured in the accident was brought to Australia on a business 
visa and paid slave labour wages. The union says the Federal 
Government is refusing to deal with the growing incidents.

The Liquor, Hospitality and Miscellaneous Workers Union 
(LHMU)is considering adopting the tactic of its counter-
part in the US, the Service Employee Industrial Union, to 
gain pay increases for cleaners and similar low paid work-
ers. The LHMU is campaigning for a $40-$50 a week rise. 
The US union has had strong community participation in 
its campaign, including the clergy, to highlight the low pay 
for cleaners, many of whom are immigrants, most recently 
those who clean Westfield shopping centres. Ten thousand 
cleaners went on strike in Boston as part of the wages push.

Drawn out negotiations continue with Telstra’s Network 
Design and Construction arm over agreement on key is-
sues such as frequent absence allowance for workers 
who have to work away from home, overtime and exces-
sive travelling allowance and to have Network Design join 
Telstra’s redundancy procedure. A ten percent pay rise 
over 30 months is currently on the table for discussion.

LABOUR NOTES

continued from page 1

The Australian Government has 
cynically used the New York and 
Bali terrorist attacks to resurrect the 
“forward defence” policy which the 
Menzies Government used to justify 
Australia’s disastrous involvement 
in the hideous Vietnam War.

Senator Hill said that intelligence 
warnings of an imminent terrorist 
attack justify military action against 
terrorists active in a country other 
than their own.

If Hill’s argument were taken 
seriously, then it could be argued 
that any country (and there are many) 
which perceives itself as threatened 

by the US and its allies would be jus-
tified in attacking them first.

For example, Iraq which has 
been subjected to a continuing bar-
rage of threats since the S11 attack 
(not to mention the actual blockade 
of civilian aid and the continuing air 
attacks on its territory) would, using 
the same argument, be justified in 
launching attacks on the United 
States, Britain and Australia.

For that matter the terrorists have 
also been accused of operating in 
the Philippines, Singapore, Yemen, 
Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, Egypt and 
others. All these countries have been 
implicitly threatened by the state-
ments of Bush, Blair and Howard, 

and as a result would now be jus-
tified in initiating A “pre-emptive 
strike” action against the US, Britain 
and Australia.

Of course, that is not what is 
intended by Hill’s statement. The 
pre-emptive strike policy is intended 
to apply in one direction, with only 
the rich and powerful Western 
nations having the “right” to take 
first strike action against the poorer 
nations or “failed states”.

It’s the same old savage policy 
of imperial domination, taken out, 
dusted off and dressed up in a sanc-
timonious new “anti-terrorist” garb. 
And it’s even more dangerous now 
than it was in the past.  J

Government aggression
outrages Australia’s neighbours

continued from page 1

Melbourne
Unionists, Members of Parlia-

ment, church leaders and musicians 
joined thousands of demonstrators 
on Sunday in a very colourful pro-
test against the war.

The 20,000 strong march was 
lead by children in a noisy but peace-
ful march through the CBD to Trea-
sury Gardens where speakers warned 
of the dangers of any US-led war on 
Iraq.

Federal Labor MP Harry Quick 
asked “Why should we blindly fol-
low the US, a nation that has torn up 
more international treaties and disre-
garded more UN conventions than 
the rest of the world has done in the 
last 20 years?”

Damien Lawson one of the 
organisers of the protest from the 
Victorian Peace Network said a 

number of smaller community based 
demonstrations would be held in the 
coming weeks as part of a growing 
international movement that has a lot 
of depth to it, and is growing stron-
ger every day.

Brisbane
A group of around 600 people 

held a Candlelight Gathering for 
Peace in King George Square to 
mark the Australia wide Anti-War 
actions.

There were a number of speak-
ers at the rally including church and 
union leaders with the main theme 
of the protest being Peace and Free-
dom.

Perth
A “No war on Iraq” march and 

rally will be held in Perth on Decem-
ber 8 (see ad page 11).  J

Around 20,000 people gathered in AdelaideA message of common sense in Sydney

The gathering in Sydney’s Domain
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However, the true history of the 
company, as told in Bacardí: The 
Hidden War, paints a slightly differ-
ent picture.

As outlined in the Prologue: 
“this is the story of the close-knit 
relationship between major stock-
holders and directors of Bacardí 
rum, the extreme right-wing Cuban 
American National Foundation 
(CANF) and the CIA. It provides a 
wealth of details documenting how 
Bacardí acted as a conduit for CIA 
funding to paramilitary mercenaries 
in Nicaragua, Angola and of course 
Cuba.”

The author of the Prologue, 
James Petras, Professor of Political 
Ethics at the University of Bingham-
ton in New York, argues “that mul-
tinational corporations are not sim-
ply economic units pursuing market 
maximising goals but political units 
that are used by the state to pursue 
clandestine activities”.

If that is true, then it is doubly 
true in reverse.

With Bacardí, it is a symbiotic 
relationship – the Government used 
the company to money-launder and 
direct funds to terrorists such as 
UNITA in Angola and the Contras, 
and Bacardí uses the US Govern-
ment to enact legislation that permits 
economic terrorism.

The US based transnationals are 
the driving force behind that Gov-
ernment’s push to force open the 
trade barriers of developing nations 
while keeping US barriers in place. 
Bacardí takes that even one step fur-

ther, having Bills pushed through 
Congress and signed by the Presi-
dent that not only violate those inter-
national trade agreements, but exist-
ing US laws.

Bacardí’s power lies in a com-
bination of its economic size – 240 
million bottles of alcohol sold per 
year throughout 170 countries – 
and through its control over the 
Cuban-American community and 
the political clout that it exerts 
through their votes (look no fur-
ther than the 2000 Presidential 
election).

The crimes attributed to Bacardí 
by the author are extensive, and I 
wondered how this book ever saw 
the light of day. You would imagine 
that a company of Bacardí’s size and 
resources would try to protect its rep-
utation and tie the author up in court 
for years trying to prevent the book’s 
publication.

Yet we are told: “So far, the 
author has not found either a writ-
ten sentence or a recorded tape in 
which any shareholder of the mul-
tinational expresses a disagreement 
with or a rejection of the facts pre-
sented here”.

The thoroughness of the author’s 
research is evident with the no-stone-
unturned extent of facts and figures 
provided. This litany of bastardry 
can at times though make the book a 
little heavy going.

However persistence is paid off – 
woven through the book is a colour-
ful history, not only of Bacardí but 
also colonial Cuba, the revolution, 

and the numerous bungled attempts 
to overthrow it.

And if you ever had any doubt 
that the US Government is full of 
“the best people money can buy” 
then this book is also for you.

It is also a sad testament to the 
treachery of those who overthrew 
the revolution in the USSR. On 
December 25 1991, the very day that 
Mikhail Gorbachev resigned and 
dissolved the Soviet Union, a dele-
gation of Bacardí directors met with 
the new Russian Government.

The Foreign Affairs Minister, 
Andrei Kozyrev, promised the del-
egation he would not only halt sub-
sidised products and economic aid 
to the island, but would vote against 
Cuba in the United Nations!

Said one of Bacardí’s represen-
tatives: “There was nothing secret 
about the discussion. We raised a 
toast [to a free Cuba] in front of the 
TV cameras with Bacardí rum”.

The box stood in the middle of 
the table, the name of the rum dis-
played for all to see.

On completion of the book one 
cannot be but astonished and exalted 
at the resilience of the Cuban people 
in the face of this 40-year counter-
revolutionary onslaught and the sur-
vival of Cuba as a Socialist State.

As for Pepin Bosch, CEO of 
Bacardí and architect of the CANF, 
the murderous fascist who threw 
tens of million of dollars down the 
toilet trying to overthrow Castro, he 
died without ever seeing his dream 
come true.

How very, very satisfying.
Support Cuba and boycott 
Bacardí-Martini products and 
those closely linked with the com-
pany: Bacardí Rum; Martini; 
Bombay Sapphire Gin; Pom-
mery Champagne; Dewar’s, Wil-
liam Lawson’s and Glen Deveron 
Whiskies; Jack Daniel’s; Benedic-
tine; and Southern Comfort.  J

AUSTRALIA

The reporting in the mass media on events in any way con-
nected with the war on terrorism is in most cases so rabidly and 
uniformly pro-war that the occasional piece of loopy coverage 
stands out like a sore thumb. Such as the one in The Australian 
newspaper titled “Bin Laden’s kidneys ‘OK’”. It tells of how the 
physician who last saw bin Laden 12 months ago reports that 
at that time “he showed no signs of kidney failure”. Dr Amir Aziz 
was in fact quite emphatic: “He was in excellent health. He was 
walking. He was healthy”. This dated piece of information was 
to “confirm bin Laden was still alive”. Get it? He is still alive!

So, let’s ratchet up the terror fear factor. An “independent” 
policy think-tank has urged the Federal Government to ap-
point a national director of counter-terrorism to coordinate 
action against the “high risk” of terrorism in Australia. This 
is because “further attacks on Australia and Australians 
are more likely than not.” This “independent” think-tank, 
the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, was set up by the 
Federal Government, is funded by the Government and its 
council includes government Senator Jocelyn Newman, and 
the Secretaries of Defence and Foreign Affairs Departments.

Everything’s coming up roses according the Treasurer Peter 
Costello. How can that be, you may ask. It’s a mystery wrapped 
in an enigma wrapped in a US dollar bill. Actually, it’s a house 
of cards that’s going to come tumbling down sooner than later. 
Have a look at just one of the things that underpins the current 
economic situation. In the financial year 1999-2000 charities 
contributed $21 billion, 3.3 percent, to Australia’s GDP, accord-
ing the latest Australian Bureau of Statistics figures. Non-profit 
organisations employed 604,000 people – 6.8 percent of the 
workforce. Volunteers contributed 558 million hours of free 
labour – the equivalent of 285,000 full-time jobs. When the 
unpaid work of volunteers is included, the amount coming from 
non-profit organisation rises to $30 billion – 4.7 percent of GDP. 
And if the value added method of calculation – which more ac-
curately measures the relative contribution of the different sec-
tors – is used, the non-profit sector contributes 4.9 percent of 
GDP. The only industries ahead of charities and volunteers in 
contributing to the country’s GDP are manufacturing, property, 
finance, construction, health and community services and retail.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is McDonald’s. The giant 
corporate parasite and economic and environmental vandal 
has in recent years been forced into the provision of charities 
catering to seriously ill children. This cynical PR exercise is a 
flimsy attempt to hide its cultural/food imperialism, its ruthless 
exploitation of agriculture in the underdeveloped nations, its 
insidious contribution to obesity among the young in the devel-
oped countries, its cheap youth labour hiring policies. A two-
page advert recently in the colour lift out magazines of weekend 
newspapers featured the earth as a burger bun with the Afri-
can and South American continents made of sesame seeds. 
“We’re not just about burgers” ran the blurb, but “a commitment 
to give back to the communities in which we do business.”

Bacardí: The Hidden War
Author Hernando Calvo Ospina

Published by Pluto Press

Bacardí: the international party drink!
On Bacardí’s website, you will find downloadable movie clips, 
music and party invitations, an online shop where you can pur-
chase clothing, furniture and refrigerators, the recipe for “Cuba 
Libre - one of the most popular cocktails on earth”, and of course 
the official history of the company. This “history” even includes a 
sad chapter about how Fidel Castro killed one of the family’s most 
valued members – their coconut palm.

by Andrew Jackson
The competition, organised by 

the Australian Nuclear Science and 
Technology Organisation (ANSTO), 
is open to school students across 
Australia, and offers a $10,000 cash 
prize for the student and a $10,000 
flat-screen TV for their school.

Local Sutherland Council, which 
has vehemently opposed the con-
struction of a new reactor, is horri-

fied. Councillor Genevieve Rankin 
said if ANSTO was really concerned 
about schools they would instead edu-
cate teachers and students about what 
to do in case of a nuclear disaster.

Greenpeace, which has accused 
ANTSO of “blatant spin-doctoring” 
is organising its own competition. 
While unable to match the $10,000, 
they are giving Mambo T-shirts to 
the winners.

Suggestions already put forward 
by the public include Chernobyl 
Heights, The John Newcombe Reac-
tor (Nuke’em), Camp Cancer, and 
the Springfield Reactor (after the 
disaster prone power station on The 
Simpsons).

To enter, visit the Greenpeace 
website at www.greenpeace.org.au

To join the campaign against the 
reactor contact your local Green-
peace office or SPANNR (Syd-
ney People Against a New Nuclear 
Reactor on

02 9545 3077 or
panr@ssec.org.au  J

Nuclear madness
School children are being encouraged to enter a naming competi-
tion for Australia’s most controversial new construction project 
– the new nuclear reactor at Lucas Heights in Sydney’s western 
suburbs.

Book review       Andrew Jackson

SydneySydney
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by Bob Briton

Elle McPherson has been appear-
ing on TV ads, strolling along the 
beach while explaining some of the 
changes set to overtake us when the 
State’s electricity market becomes 
subject to “electricity retail competi-
tion” on January 1, 2003.

A glossy leaflet from the Essen-
tial Services Commission of SA 
(ECOSA) - listing and responding 
to some frequently asked questions 
– reinforces the message that it’s all 
under control.

These efforts are directed at con-
cern that electricity prices to house-
holders and other smaller consumers 
will rise significantly with this final 
step to fully deregulated and priva-
tised electricity supply in SA. 

A long-term “softening up” pro-
cess appears to have been used by 
the promoters of deregulation and 
privatisation.

Initial reports that the price was 
set to rise by 32 per cent were fol-
lowed up by news last month that 
the current monopoly retailer AGL 
would be seeking an increase of 
(only) 25 per cent.

This was topped by ECOSA 
chairman Lew Owens who ruled 
recently that the increase must be 
held to 23.7 per cent.

The cost to AGL of this decree 
was a drop in projected profits of 
$12 million.

In fact, the whole issue of SA’s 
electricity supply seems to be awash 
with relatively good news for con-
sumers. Aside from the chance of a 
shortfall in supply when Victoria’s 
Loy Yang power station is with-
drawn for maintenance this sum-
mer, the system appears to be spoilt 
for sources of supply and competi-
tion.

The world’s longest underground 
transmission line was opened in Sep-
tember, further linking energy rich 
Victoria, the Snowy Region and 
NSW with energy poor South Aus-
tralia. The 177km Murraylink inter-
connector is to operate alongside the 
SNI (or “Riverlink”) above ground 
interconnector between Buronga in 
NSW and Robertson in SA. The go 
ahead was given by the National 
Electricity Tribunal to the $110 mil-
lion SNI project despite opposition 
from Murraylink’s owners, Tran-
sEnergie.

Further good news on the compe-
tition front arrived last month when 
it was announced that Texas-based 
TXU and Origin Energy would join 
AGL as retailers to SA’s 270,000 
households.

For its part, current monopo-
list AGL has been telling the com-
munity all about the leanness of its 
operations and preparedness in hav-
ing additional sources of supply (like 
the Hallett “peaking plant”) for the 
high demand hotter months ahead.

So, with all that good news, why 
is there so much concern out there in 
the community?

The fact is that South Austra-
lians are already suffering from high 
energy charges. According the SA 
Council of Social Service and the 
Council on the Ageing, 30 per cent 
of respondents to a survey said that 
they are already struggling to pay 
their power bills. The current aver-
age bill of $950 per annum is set to 
rise by $225.15 next year.

Small businesses will suffer. 
Australian Retailers Association SA 
executive director Stirling Griff was 
reported in The Advertiser warning 
that jobs in the retail industry (the 
state’s largest employer) would be 
lost. Business SA chief executive 
Peter Vaughan has also expressed 
his disappointment at the destruc-
tive potential of the price rises and 
the failure of the national electricity 
market to deliver reliable and afford-
able electricity.

Ken Lyons, chief executive of 
the SA Dairy Farmers Association 
has said that dairy farmers will suf-
fer enormously from the proposed 
price hike. His members already pay 
between $2000 and $60,000 a year 
for electricity.

hey rely on it for the cooling of 
milk and irrigation. The Australian 
Hotels Association has also gone on 
record as saying that the national 
electricity market has failed and 
that the rises will wipe out many 
smaller pubs.

There is also anger in the commu-
nity about the way in which the price 
rises are to be dropped on the com-
munity. The SA Government will not 
be softening the blow by subsidising 
prices as happened in Victoria.

There won’t be rebates to busi-
nesses or any expansion of the con-
cessions to pensioners.

There appears to be nothing to 
prevent less profitable rural custom-
ers missing out on the minimal bene-
fits of competition between retailers. 
This has already happened in Victo-
ria in similar circumstances.

Finally there is anger that nobody 
can come up with a consistent and 
plausible explanation as to why 
the rises are necessary in the first 
place.  Energy Minister Pat Conlon 
appears to be persuaded by the argu-
ments of AGL. The energy corpora-
tion says that it locked in relatively 

high wholesale contract prices of 
electricity in order to have a guaran-
teed supply. It also had to install new 
software to accept data transfer from 
distributor, ETSA Utilities.

Aside from that, everyone should 
know that generating costs (and 
hence wholesale prices) are higher 
in SA because of our reliance on 
gas-fired generation.

Spoiling this part of the pitch 
was information from the Opposition 
energy spokesman Wayne Matthew 
that the spot price (or fluctuating 
wholesale market price) for electric-
ity in SA was on a par with those in 
Victoria, NSW and Queensland.

“For the life of me, I can not see 
how price hikes can be justified”, 
Mr Matthew told The Advertiser last 
month - ignoring for the moment 
the role the previous Liberal Gov-
ernment had in inflicting the whole 
privatised electricity disaster on the 
State.

South Australia is about to take 
another step down the road already 
trodden by many other dissatisfied 
communities that gave up control 
of their public electricity utility to 
transnational interests. If you were 
to believe what these corporations 
tell you, nobody is making excessive 
profits and yet prices have to keep 
going up in massive leaps.

Nobody has succeeded yet in 
pinning down these transnationals as 
they play their pea and walnut shell 
game with their disappearing prof-
its. As has happened in many other 
countries, including the USA, all that 
this investment in infrastructure and 
“competition” has produced is higher 
prices and unreliable supplies.

All SA needs to complete the 
California-style makeover of our 
electricity supply is the entry of 
a parasitic layer of energy trad-
ers (like the failed Enron) into the 
scene. At least we don’t have those 
bloodsuckers…yet. J

MAGAZINE

The Honourable Paul O’Neill
Secretary United States Depart-
ment of Treasury
1500 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington D.C. 20220

Dear Secretary O’Neill:
We are writing to urge you to 

instruct the US Executive Direc-
tors of the IMF and World Bank to 
oppose the current “Private Sector 
Participation” (PSP) proposal being 
promoted for the urban water sec-
tor in Ghana. The plan is opposed 
by a broad coalition of Ghanaians 
because it would increase the cost of 
water for the people of Ghana.

We also urge you to instruct the 
US Executive Directors to oppose 
loan conditions in Ghana mandating 
increased cost recovery for water.

These conditions have already 

raised the price of water for the poor 
in Ghana.

Ghana should receive loans that 
do not have onerous conditions.

Mr Secretary, on October 8 at the 
Global Millennium Water Initiative 
Symposium you stated that “water 
is life. Nothing is as essential - or as 
fundamental to us-as water.”

You went onto state it is a goal of 
yours to ensure that all people have 
clean water.

We share your goal and we com-
mend your efforts to increase access 
to clean and affordable water around 
the world. Unfortunately we believe 
that IMF and World Banks policies 
in Ghana have in fact, been counter-
productive to that goal.

Clean and affordable water is 
becoming less accessible for the vast 
majority of Ghanaians.

Increased cost recovery is 
often part of the regulatory reform 
imposed by the World Bank prior to 
water privatisation. Most Ghanaians 
earn less than $2 a day and the ris-
ing cost of water forces families to 
make impossible trade-offs between 
purchasing food, clothing, medi-
cine, paying school fees, or buying a 
bucket of water.

Conditions attached to IMF and 
World Bank loans in May 2001 
required a 95 percent increase in 
water tariffs in Ghana. Another 40 
percent tariff increase was imposed in 
August 2002 and other tariff increases 
are likely before and after the privati-
sation proposal is implemented.

Tariff increases are borne unequally 
by poor populations because their rela-
tively smaller incomes already go dis-
proportionately to pay for water and 
because they are often outside the 
piped system.

For those without piped water, 
tariff increases are magnified as they 
are passed on by the tanker truck 

Households brace for
electricity price rise
South Australians should carry a bottle of body oil on them 
at all times because it seems that everyone wants to give 
us a massage. At the head of this queue of “therapists” are 
the various interests involved in the generation, distribu-
tion and retailing of electricity to the State.

US Congress Representative Jan Schakowsky is circulating the 
following letter to US Treasury Secretary O’Neill urging that he 
instruct the US Executive Directors of the World Bank and the 
IMF to oppose the water privatisation project in Ghana.

Generator at Pelican Point

Stop the sale of the world’s water!

A long-term 
“softening up” 

process appears to 
have been used by 
the promoters of 
deregulation and 

privatisation.
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Not so long ago, during Mr 
Putin’s trip to Siberia and the Far 
East, we saw on TV how our spe-
cialists destroy our missiles in one of 
our enterprises, and we heard Presi-
dent Putin’s words, said to our mili-
tary who participated in manoeuvres 
near Chita.

Putin was talking about our need 
for a highly professional, mobile 
army, whose numbers are sustain-
able by our budget…

The commander-in-chief men-
tioned such figures as 1,300,000 
military personnel. This is, today, the 
size of our army, charged with main-
taining the defence of our state.

However, the other figure – 
50,000 – shook me. I thought I had 
not heard it right. As I understood 
from the words of the President and 
commander-in-chief this is, today, 
the size of our forces on land.

I still do not believe this figure, I 
think this must be some mistake. Can 
it be true that in our country there are 
no more than four army divisions or, 
as they are called now, motorised 
fighting forces?

Even if the figure were ten times 
as high, this would only mean 40 
divisions. Is this sufficient for the 
defence of our country?

At that very same time in China, 
which is next door to the Chita 
region, a million(!) PLA person-
nel were engaged fighting floods. 
On our side the entire army barely 
exceeds these numbers.

In this context it is necessary to 
remember our history.

Before the beginning of the Great 
Patriotic War [World War II against 

the Nazis] our army consisted of 
more than 300 divisions, and the 
total Red Army numbered five mil-
lion people. And regardless of this, 
the beginning of the war took a tragic 
turn for us.

Looking at the current condition 
of our army one can say without hesi-
tation that if, in future, our enemies 
attack our country, that will result in a 
gigantic catastrophe, with fatal conse-
quences for our statehood and our peo-
ple. June 1941 will seem like a game 
of cossacks and robbers compared to 
what could happen to our country.

Somebody might say that our 
army possesses powerful military 
technology, powerful weaponry, 
which will scare away any would-
be aggressor. But judging by what 
we daily see on our TV screens, we 
don’t have such technology, and no 
such weaponry is left!

Our most powerful missiles are 
being destroyed before our eyes. We 
also learn daily about the state of our 
aviation, navy, and ground forces.

The President puts his hopes in a 
“highly professional army”. I don’t 
know what he has in mind. I think it 
would be difficult to find more high 
class and low paid professionals than 
the present officer corps of our naval 
and missile forces.

But let us remember our experi-
ence, more than 80 years ago, with 
the White Volunteer Army during the 
Civil War. Their detachments were 
almost entirely manned by officers, 
professionals with the highest mili-
tary training, and experience from 
the First World War. Even colonels 
took the place of soldiers.

And what was the outcome of the 
clash between these “highly quali-
fied professionals” fighting on the 
side of the Whites, and their adver-
saries – illiterate or semi-illiterate 
non-professionals, who made up the 
Red Army?…

And how does the present gov-
ernment plan to pay these future 
mercenary “professionals”, if it can-
not muster payments for serving mil-
itary professionals?

Hence I believe that the current 
talk about the change-over of our 
army to a professional basis will lead 
to nothing but the final destruction of 
its remnants.

I do not doubt that this is the goal 
of some of those who want to hide, 
behind a curtain of verbosity, plans 
to destroy the Russian army.

Now let us look at the [antici-
pated] mobility of the future army. 
Like any soberly thinking person I 
cannot take such talk seriously. In 
order to understand the full scope of 
its nonsense it suffices to look at the 
map of our country.

After the destruction of the 
Soviet Union it has shrunk, but even 
so it is difficult to imagine how, by 
what roads, what means of trans-
portation, armed forces under siege 
in Kaliningrad from our Western 
“friends” could get to the Far East-
ern Territories?

In our regularly falling-down 
air force planes? There wouldn’t be 
enough of them left over from Soviet 
times, they are visibly aged, some have 
been taken apart (for spares) – and no 
new ones are coming into service.

Or by train – a journey which 
even in peace times takes no less 
than a week?

Is such talk really serious, and is 
there anybody in the General Staff 
headquarters who carries out such cal-
culations? Or are we treated as fools?

One cannot omit details of the 
gradual and steady reduction of our 
armed forces.

Before Gorbachev came to 
power there were two powerful mili-
tary forces opposing each other – the 
USA and its NATO allies on the one 
hand, and the USSR with its Warsaw 
Pact allies on the other.

Today the USA and NATO not 
only still exist, but have become 
stronger, they now include half a 
dozen of our former allies, with oth-
ers rearing to join.

But that’s not all: we lost former 
Soviet republics, some of which also 
hurry to join NATO. We have suf-
fered enormous losses of our mili-
tary capabilities whilst our potential 
enemies have become stronger. They 
intensify their re-armament.

The current US military budget 
alone exceeds the total budget of our 
sickly, democratic state.

Under such circumstances one 
would expect the outcry, “Our 
fatherland is in danger, it’s time to 
adopt extraordinary measures for 
increasing our defences”, yet we 
even destroy our missiles, with no 
replacement in sight. We disarm, 
under the pretext of inadequate 
financial means – well, take back 
what the thieves have stolen, and 
money will be there.

Simultaneously, our armaments 
industries are being destroyed, the 
high-tech production capacity devel-
oped over many years is dying, there 
is the ongoing loss of irreplaceable, 
truly highly professional cadres.

I recently found out that at the 
plant where I began my working 
career, which manufactured hydro-
scopic equipment for our missiles, 
today other, “lethal;” weaponry is 
being produced – pneumatic hand 
guns.

No doubt Brezinski, Rice and 
other “friends” must rejoice, watch-
ing what happens to our army, to our 
country.

So what? Maybe one ought to 
consult our Criminal Code, which 
contains explicit formulations 
regarding “damage inflicted to the 
external security of the state”? It 
goes on right now.

When our cities will be destroyed 
(remember Yugoslavia, forced to its 
knees with our acquiescence), and 
when Russian soil will be tramped 
upon by alien military boots, it will 
be too late to talk about the responsi-
bilities of the guilty.

Moreover, there will be nobody 
left to do so.  J

MAGAZINE

Russia
What is happening 
to our defence?

Households brace for
electricity price rise

Generator at Pelican Point

This article, by Boris Lebedev, a lawyer, was published 
in Sovetskaya Rossia, Moscow, September 5, 2002. It 
was translated by Dr Vera Butler.

Stop the sale of the world’s water!
operators and other intermediary 
buyers and sellers.

Purchasing three buckets of water 
a day in Ghana can cost between 10 
percent and 20 percent of the average 
daily income.

World Bank policies of increased 
cost recovery for water are remov-
ing much-needed income from the 
pockets of the poor. This contradicts 
the poverty reduction mandate of the 
institution.

A broad coalition of Ghana-
ian organisations, including teach-
ers, doctors, nurses, trade unions, 
women’s and human rights organi-
sations, NGOs, students and others 
have stated their opposition to the 
World Bank-backed PSP proposal 
and delivered a memorandum to this 
effect to their government.

Eminent individuals from 
renowned organisations in Ghana 
- the Christian Council, the Trade 
Union Congress, the Civil Society 
Council of Ghana, the Ghana Catho-
lic Bishop’s Council and the African 

Association of Universities - invited 
an international delegation to study 
the proposal for privatisation via 
PSP in the restructuring of the water 
sector.

The report of the International 
Fact-Finding Mission on Water Sec-
tor Reform in Ghana found serious 
shortcomings in the privatisation 
proposal and concluded that other 
options should be sought. The key 
shortcomings identified are:

* increased cost recovery will 
reduce access by low-income con-
sumers;

* proposed investment priorities 
and lack of capital are likely to make 
significant expansion to low-income 
and unserved areas unlikely;

* the separation of water and san-
itation services reduces opportunities 
to address public health problems;

* there is no attempt to address 
the excessive prices borne by those 
dependent on tanker trucks;

* there is no plan for ensuring 
access to low-income consumers;

* the lease formula may encour-
age transfer pricing which could lead 
to higher consumer prices;

* IMF loan conditions, in partic-
ular the recommended implementa-
tion of an automatic tariff adjustment 
mechanism, interfere with an inde-
pendent regulatory function; and

* the great majority of citizens 
and civil society organisations, who 
will be directly affected by the PSP 
proposal, were unaware of its basic 
components and were not involved in 
the decision-making process.

Again, we urge you to take 
immediate action to instruct US 
Executive Directors to oppose the 
World Bank’s water privatisation 
proposal in Ghana and to oppose 
loan conditions promoting increased 
cost recovery for water.

Access to water is a basic human 
right and should not be denied to peo-
ple simply because they are poor.

Public Citizen’s
Water for All campaign at
www.citizen.org/cmep/water J
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In their place, 19,000 mili-
tary troops were deployed in old, 
lumbering “Green Goddess” fire 
engines. (The modern fleet was 
locked up behind picket lines.) This 
left Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon 
“extremely concerned” with 10 per 
cent of his forces tied up on fire duty 
instead of on the ready for a war 
against Iraq.

An 87 percent vote in support of 
the strike action shows the determi-
nation of the firefighters to proceed 
with their demands.

“Firefighter and Emergency 
Control Room staff want profes-
sional pay which reflects their pro-
fessional skills”, said Mr Gilchrist.

The Blair Government described 
their pay claim as outrageous and 

claimed it would undermine the Brit-
ish economy.

“The idea that firefighters get-
ting a fair pay rise would destroy 
the economy is plain nonsense. Blair 
didn’t say that when he pocketed 40 
per cent himself last year…”, said 
Mr Gilchrist. (Tony Blair’s salary has 
increased 85 per cent since 1996.)

Blair has a “modernisation” 
agenda that would fund any wage 
rises. This is spelt out in a recent 
report, known as the Bain Report. 
It includes:

• cutting the number of firefight-
ers working at night. But it is at night 
when the most people, particularly 
the elderly and children, die from 
fires. Fire Statistics UK 2000 states 
that “there were more casualties per 

dwelling fire in the early hours of the 
morning. The highest casualty rate 
was between 2am and 3am”;

• paramedic training for fire-
fighters. Firefighters are trained in 
first aid but their main task is to deal 
with a fire. “FBU members already 
administer first aid at accidents 
– what we should not do is substi-
tute for trained professional medi-
cal staff. This position is supported 
by the British Paramedics Associa-
tion and ambulance workers through 
their trade union, UNISON”, the 
FBU said;

• joint emergency service control 
rooms. Public sector union UNISON 
warned that this would cost lives. A 
senior national health officer said it 
would turn control rooms into call 
centres.

“Anyone that has had to deal 
with a call centre will know just how 
difficult and frustrating the experi-
ence could be. You can’t afford to 
have ‘call waiting’ while lives are at 
risk. If they are really keen on sav-
ing money why not go the whole 
hog and do what some banks have 
already done, divert calls to Bombay 
– no doubt they will save money, but 
what about lives?”

The public and the trade union 
movement are right behind the fire-
fighters.

“This in no longer a dispute 
between this government and the fire 

brigade union. It is a dispute between 
the government and the trade union 
movement”, said John Edmonds, 
General Secretary of the 700,000-
member GMB.

The firefighters are considering 
two further eight-day strikes before 
Christmas and are holding a TUC–

backed march and rally in London on 
December 7.

For further information and to 
send messages of support, visit the 
FBU’s website:
http://www.fbu.org.uk  J

by William Matthews
After more than a year of press-

ing Congress and the Bush admin-
istration, the SIIA succeeded on 
November 4 in having PubScience 
shut down. The association’s mem-
bers include publishing companies 
that offer some of the same articles 
for sale over the Internet that the 
Energy Department was making 
available for free.

Publishers, including Dutch giant 
Elsevier Science, argued that Pub-
Science amounted to improper gov-
ernment-funded competition with 
commercial information services.

The PubScience Web site 
(pubsci.osti.gov) now reads, “Pub-
Science discontinued (November 
4, 2002)” and offers links to other 
Energy Department Web sites, 
including one that has a link to Sci-
rus, Elsevier Science’s online rival 
to PubScience. “We’re delighted 
with the decision [to shut down Pub-
Science]”, LeDuc said.

“The administration has done a 
tremendous job of hearing our con-
cerns and responding to what we’ve 
always considered to be our legiti-
mate concern.” But library associa-
tions, which lobbied to keep Pub-
Science alive, say shutting down the 
site is “a very significant loss”, and 
an ominous sign for other govern-
ment-funded information Web sites.

“The Department of Energy 
has been doing a lot of information 
gathering and making information 
available to the scientific commu-
nity for decades. For them to drop 
out is a very, very significant loss”, 
said Susan Martin, a Massachusetts-
based academic library consultant.

Closure of the site means that 
articles from several small scien-
tific publications “that aren’t avail-
able anywhere else will no longer 
be available”, she said. Emily Shek-
etoff, associate executive director of 

the American Library Association’s 
Washington Office, offered a harsher 
assessment. “The government recog-
nised a need, designed a way to fill 
it and when it starts to be successful, 
the private sector says, ‘Get out of 
the way, let us make a buck.’”

She predicted that the elimina-
tion of PubScience will have a “big 
financial impact” on research librar-
ies. Libraries now will have to pay 
publishing companies for a service 
they got for free from the Energy 
Department, Sheketoff said. “As 
libraries have shrinking resources 
because local tax bases and state 
resources are shrinking, it’s really 
tough to put more financial pressure 
on them.”

Scirus and another online source 
of scientific information, Infotrieve, 
charge US$15 to about US$40 per 
article, according to the American 
Library Association.

LeDuc said it is fairer to charge 
researchers for the articles they use 
than to charge taxpayers for the cost 
of running a Web site that makes 
them available for free.

He said about 10 companies in 
the SIIA were anxious to eliminate 
competition from PubScience, and 
member companies now want the 
trade association to challenge other 
government Web sites. Two in par-
ticular rile SIIA members: “One 
is law-related, the other has to do 
with agriculture”, LeDuc said. He 
declined to identify them further.

One site the SIIA is unlikely to 
challenge is PubMed, the National 
Library of Medicine site (http://
www.pubmed.gov) that provides 
free access to millions of medi-
cal articles and research papers. 
PubMed was established much ear-
lier and has a strong foothold, LeDuc 
said. “We have no intention of going 
after PubMed.”

www.corpwatch.org  J

Protesting firefighters in UK

INTERNATIONAL

Having persuaded the Energy Department to pull the plug on 
PubScience, a Web site that offered free access to scientific and 
technical articles, commercial publishers are taking aim at gov-
ernment-funded information services offering free legal and agri-
cultural data. “We are looking into a couple of other databases 
and agencies”, said David LeDuc, public policy director at the 
Software and Information Industry Association (SIIA).

UK firefighters’ first strike in 25 years
Britain’s firefighters began an eight-day strike on November 22 
after the Blair Government pulled the plug for the third time on a 
negotiated settlement with Fire Service Employers. This followed 
a 48-hour stoppage. The Fire Brigades Union (FBU) had not been 
on strike for 25 years.

USA
More federal web sites 
targeted for shutdown

by Pablo Waisberg
When payday came on December 

18, the owners “told us we were crazy 
if we thought they were going to bring 
back the money they’d moved out of 
the country just to pay us,” said Mart-
nez, 48, an employee for 10 years who 
was a representative of the workers at 
the six-story plant.

Then the owners walked out. 
“We didn’t know what was going to 
happen, but when the state of emer-
gency was lifted, we hung out a ban-
ner that said, ‘Factory taken over’.”

More than 50 factories whose 
owners have declared bankruptcy or 
shutdowns have been taken over by 
employees anxious to keep their jobs.

When employees take over a 
plant they usually form a co-oper-
ative and ask the government to 
expropriate the building and equip-
ment. The government then rents 
them the infrastructure. More than 
5000 workers are estimated to be 
working at such plants.

Worker-managed plants include 
bakeries, printing companies, 
chicken producers, meat packers and 
manufacturers of tractors, ceramics, 
plastics, metalwork and textiles.

Only 56 of the Brukmans 115 
employees remained at the plant. The 
majority, 46, are women. Limited by 
the small staff and a court order that 
prevents them from selling whole-
sale, they can no longer produce the 

150 suits a week that the plant used 
to manufacture.

They also lack official legal 
standing, so they cannot issue 
receipts, another obstacle to large-
scale sales.

“But despite the legal prohi-
bition, the judicial system can’t 
change reality, and the reality is that 
these people are producing and sell-
ing retail in order to survive and earn 
a minimum wage”, lawyer Rubn 
Tripi said.

“Their production doesn’t put the 
factory’s capital at risk. Besides, it’s 
been proven that the owners aban-
doned the company.”

Retail sales enable the workers 
to earn about US$110 a month. In 
a country where 5.6 million people 
– 41 percent of the workforce – are 
officially unemployed or underem-
ployed, that’s an achievement.

They have also paid off the 
US$550 the Brukmans owed their 
gas supplier and an overdue electric 
bill of US$2063. While they’ve hung 
onto their jobs, it hasn’t been easy.

“At first, we didn’t know how to 
set prices or calculate costs, because 
all the administrative and sales per-
sonnel had left with the owners”, 
Martnez said, recalling that the 
workers put a US$14 price tag on 
suits that cost US$110 to make.

Suppliers didn’t want to sell to 
them because of the large debts left 

by the owners. The workers had to 
explain that they would pay cash for 
all purchases.

Little by little, they acquired 
the cloth they needed and learned 
the parts of the business they didn’t 
know, from management to produc-
tion.

“Things are different now, 
because there aren’t as many of us 
and we no longer have a nine-hour 
work day”, said Martnez, who is 
on the internal affairs committee. 
“We work 12-hour shifts and have 
to take turns sleeping at the plant. 
We can’t leave it empty, because the 
police or owners could come at any 
moment.”

After 11 months of running their 
own factory, the workers asked the 
Buenos Aires government to take 
over the plant.

City legislators, however, 
rejected the idea and suggested that 
the workers form a co-operative and 
request expropriation of the plant. 
The city government could tempo-
rarily expropriate the building and 
machinery and rent them to the 
workers.

After two years, the co-operative 
would be given a preferential option 
to purchase the factory. The Bruk-
man workers, however, say they’re 
in no hurry and will ask lawmakers 
to reconsider their proposal.

“Everyone chooses the way 
they want to do things”, Martnez 
said. “We don’t feel that we are 
the owners. We don’t want to form 
a co-operative. We want the com-
pany to be taken over by the gov-
ernment, so we will become govern-
ment employees at the service of the 
community.”

CorpWatch.org
http://www.corpwatch.org  J

Last December, overwhelmed by debt and the country’s economic 
chaos, the Brukman brothers left their high-end suit factory in Buenos 
Aires and never returned. They also left more than 100 employees wait-
ing for back pay. In the streets, Argentinians were protesting against 
economic measures imposed by then-President Fernando de la Rua 
(1998-2001), who declared a state of emergency, then resigned amid a 
political and economic crisis. Jacobo, Enrique and Carlos Brukman had 
suspended their workers’ regular wages, which ranged from US$300 to 
US$500 a month, and were paying just a few dollars a week.

Argentina
Workers took over factory
12 months ago
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FRANCE: The country’s highest court has ruled that militant 
anti-GM farmer Jose Bove must serve 14 months in prison for 
destroying two fields of genetically modified crops. Bove’s sup-
porters called on President Jacques Chirac to intervene to stop 
him going to jail. Bove, a sheep farmer whose crusade against 
globalisation has taken him around the world, first gained atten-
tion in 1999 for leading a group of protesters who dismantled a 
McDonald’s fast food outlet under construction near his farm.

CANADA: Francoise Ducros, the Canadian Government’s 
communications director, has resigned following strong po-
litical pressure because of a comment she made about US 
President Bush during a press conference at the NATO 
summit in Prague. “It is very apparent to me that the con-
troversy will make it impossible for me to do my job”, said 
Ducros who had told journalists that Bush was a “moron”.

LEBANON: Hassan Nasrallah, a leader of the Hezbollah 
resistance movement, has warned that, in the event of a 
US war on Iraq, Israel is planning a simultaneous attack on 
Lebanon and Syria. Israel claims that Hezbollah has acquired 
new long-range missiles that could strike at Israel. “I want to 
sound the alarm bell and say that we smell from these daily 
Israeli accusations preparations for aggression on Lebanon, 
and subsequently on Syria, to coincide with a possible and ex-
pected American aggression on Iraq”, said Hassan Nasrallah.

GERMANY: A senior NATO official in Berlin has confirmed that 
NATO is preparing to take pre-emptive military action against 
“perceived threats”. Speaking on condition of anonymity, the 
official said, “I would not exclude the possibility of NATO act-
ing pre-emptively at some point in the future.” But he said that 
“we are not asserting as a country, as a government, that that 
is the answer to every security problem around the world.”

CUBA: There are now 1883 Cuba solidarity committees lo-
cated in 134 countries around the world, with more than 700 
in Europe and nearly 600 in Latin America and the Caribbean.

USA: AOL Time Warner and Cendent Corp were among 16 
companies that contributed to the financial collapse of online 
real estate firm Homestore, a retirement fund has alleged in a 
lawsuit. The companies were added as defendants in a securi-
ties class action suit brought by the California State Teachers’ 
Retirement System, the third largest US public pension fund, 
against Homestore, a once high-flying dot-com. The suit al-
leges that the parties falsified revenues to maintain the myth 
of Homestore’s inflated success story on Wall Street. In Octo-
ber three former top Homestore executives pleaded guilty to 
federal criminal charges that in 2001 they fraudulently inflated 
company revenues by US$46.4 million. AOL Time Warner 
has also been the subject of several shareholder lawsuits 
as its stock has plunged as much as 60 percent this year.

INTERNATIONAL

by Bob Briton
The two main transport unions 

have led a nation-wide strike that 
has revived memories of similar dis-
putes during the 1990s when pet-
rol and food supplies reached criti-
cal lows.

Violence from scab drivers and a 
heavy handed response from police 
have succeeded in breaking up the 
dozens of blockades set up by strik-
ers throughout France on this occa-
sion. The strikers have remained 
solid, however.

Conditions in the French trans-
port industry are in a steep decline. 
Incomes have plummeted as local 
carriers have come under pressure 
from cheap labour outfits based 

in Central Europe. Drivers are 
demanding a pay increase to com-
pensate their recent losses and insist 
on receiving the “13th month” bonus 
payment that is common in other 
European industries. The unions 
have already rejected a management 
offer of a 14 percent increase to be 
paid over three years.

Meanwhile, Tuesday last week, 
the seven trade unions represent-
ing workers in the national railways 
(SNCF) issued a call to all support-
ers of the public sector for a march 
in Paris.

The appeal was answered by 
over 50,000 people carrying flags, 
banners and balloons who were 
united in their insistence on better 

pay and conditions for public sec-
tor workers, improved social secu-
rity and a reversal of the neo-liberal 
push in the economy.

Services are likely to grind to 
a halt as subway and bus workers, 
railroad conductors, air-traffic con-
trollers and postal workers walk off 
the job in a series of strikes in the 
public sector. Civil aviation authori-
ties said that only one in ten of all 
flights could be guaranteed in the cir-
cumstances.

Half the 146,000 workers at 
France Telecom are expected to go 
on strike in response to manage-
ment’s plans to cut jobs and sell 
assets.

Radio France Internationale 
– the country’s main international 
radio station – will be disrupted by 
the stoppage. Workers at France 3 – 
one of the three public TV networks 
– will also join the strike.  J

Recently elected Prime Minister Jean-Pierre Raffarin is encoun-
tering stiff resistance to his centre-right government’s plans to 
assist the bosses’ attacks on workers’ pay and conditions and to 
begin a new round of privatisations.

French workers strike

by Bob Briton
The protest’s organisers, the 

European Social Forum, put atten-
dance at the protest at between 
800,000 and one million. Even the 
usually conservative police esti-
mates were around 500,000.

The crowd was at least twice 
as large as expected. A further sur-
prise to most commentators was that 
the huge protest was peaceful and 
orderly in spite of numerous provo-
cations from the Italian Government 
and the media.

Efforts had been made to crimi-
nalise the anti-globalisation movement 
and to portray its demands as incoher-

ent. Typical of these was the wide dis-
tribution of an article by Italy’s most 
famous woman author, Oriana Fallaci, 
which had originally featured in the 
daily Corriere della Sera.

The piece followed up a fero-
cious attack on Islam that she wrote 
three months earlier and vilified the 
anti-globalisation movement, saying 
that it threatened her hometown of 
Florence as viciously as the occupy-
ing Nazis had done.

The article was written in the 
lead-up to the protest from the 
author’s new home in New York.

The media was keen to keep 
alive memories of the violent pro-

tests at the meeting of G8 leaders in 
Genoa last summer. Almost lost in 
the “shock horror” coverage was the 
fact that the major outrage of those 
events was the fatal shooting of a 
demonstrator by a Carabinieri para-
military officer.

Italian Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi gave permission for the 
Florence protest to take place in an 
atmosphere in which civil liberties 
are curtailed and the right to protest 
is “tolerated” at best.

Official interference resulted in 
hundreds of would-be demonstrators 
being turned back at Italy’s borders 
and the arrest and detention of activ-
ists throughout Italy following the 
gathering in Florence.

This latest act of repression 
prompted protest outside the Pre-
fectures in Milan, Turin, Genoa, 
Venice, Florence, Pisa, Palermo, 
Cosenza, Rome, Naples and 
Bologna. J

Massive Florence demo
Peaceful protesters flooded onto the streets of Florence a fortnight 
ago in a display of Europe-wide opposition to corporate-style glo-
balisation and US-led aggression against Iraq. The participants 
had come from across Europe – Greece, Spain, Britain, Denmark 
and elsewhere – to make the six-kilometre march along the Arno 
River to hear speeches and attend a concert at a special area near 
the city’s main soccer stadium.

Global briefs

by Bob Briton
The new President shares some 

life experiences with Venezuela’s 
head of state, Hugo Chavez, as well. 
Gutierrez is a former military man, a 
retired army colonel who led a coup 
in 2000 that toppled the corrupt gov-
ernment of President Jamil Mahuad.

Troops under his command sup-
ported the successful Indian uprising 
that took place against a backdrop of 
the worst economic crisis in Ecuador 
in decades.

Unfortunately for Gutierrez, his 
efforts earned him a stretch in jail 
and Congress installed Vice Pres-
ident Gustavo Noboa, who also 
sparked massive protests with his 
attempts to implement harsh neo-lib-
eral measures and political “reforms 
on Ecuadorian society.

In this election, Gutierrez was up 
against Alvaro Noboa (no relation), 
Ecuador’s richest man, who heads 
a banana and shipping empire that 
includes 110 companies and who 
loves to hobnob with the US’s rich 

and powerful. The state run Elec-
tricity Sector Modernisation Coun-
cil undervalued the 51 percent of 
stock available in 17 electric com-
panies and moved ahead with their 
privatisation despite protests from 
the country’s many disadvantaged 
social sectors.

Earlier this year, the government 
again ignored calls from these quar-
ters to reverse the anti-people thrust of 
their latest legislation, which included 
moves to increase fuel prices.

Movements such as the Ecuador 
Confederation of Indian Nationali-
ties responded by rejecting a govern-
ment invitation to discuss national 
problems and alternative solutions. 
The administration had lost all cred-
ibility among the majority of the 
population now living in poverty.

The election of Gutierrez with 
54.3 per cent of the vote comes as 
no surprise. It is hardly surprising, 
either, that the new President-elect 
is guarded in what he says about his 
plans for Ecuador.

US dominance of the region is 
such that Gutierrez, like Brazilian 
President da Silva, is at pains to 
reassure investors in the country 
and to discourage a strike by capi-
tal. Gutierrez has attended meet-
ings on Wall Street to express his 
respect for property rights and has 
dropped plans to abandon the US 
dollar - which currently serves as 
the national currency.

“My Government is going to be 
one of national unity. It will include 
honest businessmen, honest bank-
ers and social movements”, he told 
the media.

The new President is faced with 
the task of improving living stan-
dards of the people in an economy 
saddled with debt. Ecuador defaulted 
on its foreign debt in 1999.

His election gives is indicative 
of a shift in the balance of forces in 
Latin America.

With the support of his own 
people, the defeat of the April coup 
against Chavez, the election of 
Lula as President in Brazil and the 
strengthening of the region’s anti-pri-
vatisation forces (notably in Bolivia), 
President Gutierrez has some histori-
cal forces to draw on.  J

Ecuador joins movement
for change in Latin America
Coming just three weeks after the election of left-wing Luiz Inacio 
(Lula) da Silva as President of Brazil is the news that the anti-cor-
ruption campaigner, Lucio Gutierrez, has been elected President 
of Ecuador.

French workers on strike
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LETTERS
Article on ASIO raids

The November 6 issue of The 
Guardian carried an article by 
Mike Head on the recent ASIO 
raids which had been sent to us 
by the Kominform (an interna-
tional email news distribution 
agency). There was no reference 
to copyright, as is often the case 
with material from left organisa-
tions seeking to spread important 
information as widely as possible. 
We were not aware that it had 
also been published on the World 
Socialist Web Site, and cetrtainly 
did not take the article from that 
site. The article was excellent. We 
had no idea that its author was 
a Trotskyist. It was published in 
good faith and an apology carried 
in the November 20 issue of The 
Guardian - Ed. The following let-
ter is from Mike Head.

I am writing to object in the 
strongest possible terms to your jour-

nal’s unauthorised publication of an 
article from the World Socialist Web 
Site on the recent ASIO raids. 

On November 6, you published 
the article as your front-page lead, 
under the headline “Violent ASIO/
Police Raids”. The by-line attributed 
the article to me, stating that I am a 
lecturer in law at the University of 
Western Sydney.

The World Socialist Web Site 
(WSWS) originally published the 
article a week earlier, on Octo-
ber 31, with the headline: Violent 
police raids in Sydney and Perth 
- Bali bombings used to activate 
repressive laws in Australia” [http:
//www.wsws.org/articles/2002/
oct2002/asio-o31.shmtl]. Apart from 
changing the headline, cutting some 
paragraphs in half and inserting one 
sub-heading, the Guardian reprinted 
the article exactly as it appeared on 
the WSWS.

You republished the article with-
out seeking the permission of the 
WSWS or myself, and without any 

acknowledgement that it was taken 
from the WSWS.

I demand a prominent front-page 
apology and correction, as well as 
the full publication of this letter in 
your journal.

Not only have you breached the 
copyright of the WSWS, which is 
clearly indicated on the site. Implicit 
in your attribution of the article to me 
is that I am a conscious and willing 
contributor to the Guardian. 

This is particularly offensive 
to me as a life-long Trotskyist and 
member of the International Com-
mittee of the Fourth International, 
the world party that publishes the 
WSWS. Your journal and organisa-
tion have always advocated Stalinist 
politics and defended the immense 
political crimes of the Stalinist 
bureaucracy, including the Moscow 
Trials of the 1930s and the assassina-
tion of members of the Fourth Inter-
national, above all Leon Trotsky, its 
founder and co-leader of the 1917 
Russian Revolution.

This is not the first time that the 
Guardian has misappropriated arti-
cles from the WSWS. On August 
9 2000, you published a front-page 
report under the headline, “Troops’ 
New Olympic Powers – Shoot to 
Kill”. On September 20 2000 you 
printed a centre-page article, “Olym-
pic Shadow over Australian Civil 
Liberties”. The articles dealt with 
the introduction of military call-
out legislation in the lead-up to the 
Sydney Olympic Games. As you no 
doubt recall, on October 11 2000 you 

were obliged, after receiving a letter 
of protest from me, to print a correc-
tion acknowledging that they were 
first published on the WSWS.

Both articles were also attributed 
to me as a lecturer at the University 
of Western Sydney, so there is no 
doubt that you are perfectly aware 
of my identity, as well as my politi-
cal affiliation. Your repeated offence, 
two years later, is inexcusable. Once 
again, I insist on an immediate 
retraction, under the heading “Apol-
ogy”, on the front page of the next 
issue of the Guardian, accompanied 
by the publication of this letter in full 
in a prominent position in the same 
edition.

Sincerely,
Mike Head

World Socialist Web Site

Blatant hypocrisy
Education Minister Anna Bligh 

has once again publicly displayed 
her faulty memory in saying 158 
extra teachers in our schools are 
the consequence of an election 
promise.

The new appointments are part 
of a total package of 800 extra teach-
ers secured as a result of campaign-
ing by Queensland Teachers’ Union 
members during the last enterprise 
bargaining agreement.

The Beattie Government initially 
actively opposed employing the extra 
teachers and only agreed that the 800 

be included in the enterprise bargain-
ing agreement after intense lobbying 
by our members.

It is therefore the height of 
hypocrisy for Ms Bligh to claim 
credit for this initiative.

Teachers and the public will see 
straight through the Minister’s bla-
tant political spin doctoring.

Steve Ryan
Vice-President

Queensland Teachers’ Union

Rudd on Mahathir
The credibility of Australia’s 

politicians has reached a new low 
when calls for an independent Aus-
tralian foreign policy come from 
outside the nation – in this case 
from Dr Mahatir, Prime Minister 
of Malaysia.

The reaction of Kevin Rudd, 
Australian Labor Party spokesman 
for the American ambassador, indi-
cates that Dr Mahathir was close to 
the mark.

Mr Rudd said that “we have had 
nearly 100 Australians murdered in 
Bali in a terrorist attack” .The fact 
that they were murdered as a result 
of our slavish aping of American 
empire building would seem to be 
a very good reason to abandon the 
American alliance rather than jus-
tify it.

Col Friel
Alawa, NT

Got something to say?
Got an opinion about the system, about human 

rights, the labour movenment, peace, land rights, 
socialism, privatisation, child care, your local 

community? Then write it down and send it to us.

Letters of up to 400 words in length are preferred.

Good Planets are Hard to Find
$5 (p&p $2)

By Dr Hannah Middleton and Erna Bennett
Three contributions on the environmental crisis and what is necessary to be done 

and what is possible. (77 pages).

A brief history of Australian Unionism
and the Role of the Communist Party

$3 (p&p $1)
By Warren Smith

This t 44-page booklet covers the early inception of trade unionism in Australia to 
its more recent struggles. “It is certain that the class struggle will continue in our 

society”, writes the author.

Amerika Psycho. Behind Uncle Sam’s mask of sanity
$19 (p&p $2.50)

By Richard Neville
Richard Neville is an Australian journalist. His new book is an up-to-date analysis 
of the American scene. Its flavour is indicated by his description of the US as “The 

wildest rogue nation of all”. The book is full of facts that everyone should know. 
(126 pages)

Was the war against Afghanistan planned before September 11?
$3 (p&p $1)

This booklet is based on articles published by the US agency Emperor’s Clothes. 
The real culprits “who dunnit”, have not been revealed and are being covered up 

by an incredible media hype.

War, Racism and Economic Injustice.
The global ravages of capitalism

$19 (p&p $2.50)
Fidel Castro ((speeches)

In this collection of speeches Castro makes a damning analysis of the world 
economic and political order and the ravages of capitalism. “Today, over four 

billion people are deprived of the most basic rights of all human beings.”
(126 pages)

Ten days that shook the world
$20 (p&p $3.50)
By John Reed

The story of the decisive days of the Russian revolution in 1917.
(390 pages)

Heroic Struggle, Bitter Defeat
$15 (p&p $2.50)
By Bahman Azad

The author outlines the factors contributing to the dismantling of the Soviet Union. 
The best analysis yet published. (185 pages)

Counter Revolution: The Politics of “Perestroika”
$10 (p&p $2.50)

Edited by Dr Vera Butler
An invaluable source of information on events, as they happened, which 

culminated in the counter-revolution of December 1991 and the destruction of 
the Soviet Union. Published by the Australian International Studies Association 

(Melb), 120 A4 pages.

*MARXISM AND THE CLASSICS:

*Lenin Selected Works in one volume
$15 (p&p $5)

Includes Imperialism the Highest stage of Capitalism, The State and Revolution, 
“Left-wing” Communism an Infantile Disorder and many other articles.(770 pages)

*Marx-Engels Selected Works in one volume
$15 (p&p $5)

Includes the Manifesto of the Communist Party, Wages, Price and Profit, 
Socialism, Utopian and Scientific, The Origin of the Family, Private Property and 

the State and other articles. (780 pages)

*Marxism – A Living Science
$16 (p&p $4)

By Kenneth Cameron
Covers the roots of Marxism, Capitalism, Communism, Women and Society, 

Class, ideas and Art, Nature and Society.(243 pages)

*What is Historical Materialism
$5 (p&p $$2)

Millions of people in all parts of the world are taking great interest in Marxism-
Leninism these days. Here is a comprehensive but simply written introduction. 

(294 pages)

T-SHIRTS all $16 (p&p $2)

Che Guevara: Black on white and black on red in sizes M, L, XL, XXL

Marx: Black on white in sizes M, L, XL

Lenin: Black on Red and Black on Grey in sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL

CPA logo: Consisting of hammer and sickle, Southern Cross and the 
initials CPA on left pocket and right sleeve. Gold logo on Red

in sizes M, L, XL, XXL

Coffee Mugs $16 (p&p $2 ea)
Gold hammer and sickle emblem on burgundy coloured mug

Biro inscribed with wording
“Communist Party of Australia

Workers of the World, Unite!” $10 (p&p $1)

GIFTS AND HOLIDAY READING
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In the face of new style polic-
ing, internal affairs investiga-
tions and corruption commis-
sions, Detectives Red Lilywhite 
(Michael Caton) and Lou Knutt 
(Daniel Wyllie) are the fat blue 
line of the modern police force. 
Completely disinterested in actu-
ally solving crimes, these two 
detectives are far more concerned 
about keeping a piece of the action 
for themselves, than keeping the 
peace on the streets. Welcome to 
the new series, from writer Ian 
David from Blue Murder fame, 
Bad Cop Bad Cop (ABC 10pm 
Mondays).

In this episode the Minister for 
Retrenchment is being blackmailed 
after being caught on videotape in 
a highly compromising situation and 
Pud (Roy Billing) asks Red and Lou 
for help.

Pud’s birthday bash is coming 
up and he wants to show the tape to 
his friends, before turning it in. Red 
isn’t listening however. He is hor-
rified to see his ex-wife, Raelene 
(Nikki Bridger), approaching and 
even more disturbed when she intro-
duces him to her fiancé, Craig (Greg 
Van Borssum).

There is mayhem galore on 
The Worst Witch, (ABC 

5pm weekdays). Stand aside Sab-
rina, there’s a new teenage witch in 
town and she means business!

Mildred Hubble is a 12-year-old 
pupil at Miss Cackle’s Academy for 
Witches, where young apprentices 
learn about casting spells, riding 
broomsticks, chanting and mixing 
potions.

Mildred is a lovable blunderer, 
trying her best but continually get-

ting into trouble. Set in a cold, old 
castle, the Worst Witch stories are a 
glorious send-up of boarding school 
life and the relationships between 
teachers, pupils and classmates – 
both friends and foes – are all too 
familiar to school children and their 
parents everywhere!

Writer/director/nar rator 
Darlene Johnson brings 

her own perspective as an Abo-
riginal to this insightful docu-
mentary about David Gulpilil, 
one of the most respected Aborigi-
nal actors of our time, in the pro-
gram Gulpilil, One Red Blood on 
The Big Picture (ABC 8.30pm 
Wednesday).

Born in 1953, Gulpilil is not only 
enjoying a resurgence in a career that 
started when he was just 15, he is 
also an elder of the Yolgnu clan from 
Arnhem Land.

David Gulpilil grew up on an 
Aboriginal reserve and, like most 
boys of his generation, went to work 
as a stockman. However he showed 
exceptional talents as a dancer.

In 1969, when he was 15 years 
old, he was chosen by English direc-
tor Nicholas Roeg to play the lead in 
the film Walkabout.

Walkabout soon became a cult 
classic and Gulpilil quickly gained 
parts in a succession of films includ-
ing Mad Dog Morgan (1976), Storm 
Boy (1976), The Last Wave (1977) 
and Crocodile Dundee (1986).

The film finds him on the set of 
The Trackers in which he has a lead 
role, and then follows him back to 
his community where his tribal sta-
tus and relative affluence leads to 
considerable obligations.

David Gulpilil approached Dar-
lene Johnson “to show people my 
life and how I really live it”. This is 
his story.

Black Olive, AKA Mark 
Olive, is at it again in the 

kitchen – this time cooking croc on 
Message Stick: Black Olive Croc 
(ABC 6.30pm Thursday)

Mark, an Aboriginal man from 
the Bundjalung Nation in northern 

NSW, now residing in Melbourne, 
is both an accomplished chef and 
filmmaker.

It was only natural that he fused 
together his skills to bring us an 
amazing combination. Mark has a 
presence and humour that is sec-
ond to none and this is evident in his 
cooking segments.

In this episode Mark takes us 
into the kitchen, to show us how 
to prepare the mouth-watering dish 
“Grilled Crocodile with Natural 
Yoghurt and Berry Sauce”.

Mark not only shows us the 
preparation that goes into mak-
ing this dish, he also gives us 
an insight into where to find the 
Indigenous Australian ingredients 
in the bush.

As part of SBS Television’s 
drama series Erotic Tales, 

a fascinating international series 
of short feature films, the half-
hour drama Hotel Paradise (SBS 

Saturday 9.30pm) was conceived 
by Regina Ziegler, the most pro-
lific and successful female pro-
ducer in Germany

Erotic Tales consists of 25 
short films, each a half-hour in 
length. Shot on film, each story 
was conceived and filmed by a 
different director of international 
origin, including Bob Rafelson, 
Ken Russell, Nicolas Roeg, Hal 
Hartley, Fridrik Thor Fridriksson 
and Australia’s Paul Cox.

The first six short features 
debuted at the Cannes Film Festival 
in May, 1994. Since that debut, the 
series has also been successfully pro-
grammed at over 150 film festivals 
around the world.

This week’s Hotel Paradise is 
written and directed by Nicolas Roeg 
(Walkabout, Insignificance, The Man 
Who Fell to Earth), and stars The-
resa Russell (Roeg’s wife) and Vin-
cent d’Onofrio.

A beautiful woman wakes up 
with a dreadful hangover in the 
bridal suite of a luxury hotel.

To her surprise, she finds herself 
handcuffed to a naked man in bed 
next to her. Worse – this is her wed-
ding day, and the morning is slipping 
away fast. Worst of all - the man next 
to her is a complete stranger!

The wedding guests are about 
to arrive in the next half-hour. The 
rub? The groom is a mafia boss. The 
bride, clothed only in a peekaboo veil, 
scrambles about for what she can find 
of her trousseau as her handsome 
bed-partner stirs to life to advise her 
to leave town as fast as she can.

But who is this guy, and why is he 
packing a gun in his boots? The only 
clues are a Rousseau painting on the 
wall and the stranger’s penchant for 
quoting Thomas Hardy’s poem on 
the sinking of the Titanic. J
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Perth
NO WAR ON IRAQ

MARCH AND RALLY
No Australian government support

Lift the sanctions on the Iraqi people
Stop attacks on civil liberties at home

Sunday 8th December, 12 noon
Perth Esplanade WA

Speakers:
Dr Carmen Lawrence (ALP MP)

Sheik Omran (Australian Islamic College)
Farid Kakar (Afghan Social Council)

Khaled Mustafa (Council for Civil Liberties WA & Palestinian activist)
Rosemary Miller (Uniting Church Social Justice Action Group)

Theo Mackay (Anglican Church Social Responsibilities Commission)
plus more

Initiated by NOWAR Alliance

From “Walkabout” to “The Trackers” (Gulpilil, One Red Blood)

National public
television programs

Sun December 8
~ Sat December 14

“Rarely is the question asked: 
Is our children learning?” Flor-
ence, South Carolina, 11/1/2000.

“You teach a child to read, and 
he or her will be able to pass a 
literacy test.’’ Townsend, Tennes-
see, 21/2/2001.

“I love the idea of a school in 
which people come to get edu-
cated and stay in the state in 
which they’re educated.” Waco, 
Texas, 13/8/2002.

“If a person doesn’t have the 
capacity that we all want that per-
son to have, I suspect hope is in 
the far distant future, if at all.” His-
panic Scholarship Fund Institute, 
Washington DC, 22/5/2001.

“We must have the atti-
tude that every child in America 
– regardless of where they’re 
raised or how they’re born – can 
learn.” New Britain, Connecticut, 
18/4/2001.

“Of all states that understands 
local control of schools, Iowa is 
such a state.” Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, 28/2/2001.

“One reason I like to high-
light reading is reading is the 
beginnings of the ability to be 
a good student. And if you can’t 
read, it’s going to be hard to 
realize dreams; it’s going to be 
hard to go to college. So when 
your teachers say, read – you 

ought to listen to her.” Nalle 
Elementary School, Washing-
ton DC, 9/2/2001.

“I want it to be said that 
the Bush administration was a 
results-oriented administration, 
because I believe the results 
of focusing our attention and 
energy on teaching children 
to read and having an educa-
tion system that’s responsive 
to the child and to the parents, 
as opposed to mired in a sys-
tem that refuses to change, will 
make America what we want it 
to be – a literate country and a 
hopefuller country.” Washington 
DC, 11/1/2001.

“It’s important for us to explain 
to our nation that life is important. 
It’s not only life of babies, but it’s 
life of children living in, you know, 
the dark dungeons of the Inter-
net.” Arlington Heights, Illinois, 
24/10/2000.

“As governor of Texas, I 
have set high standards for our 
public schools, and I have met 
those standards.” CNN Online, 
30/8/2000.

“Laura and I really don’t 
realise how bright our children is 

sometimes until we get an objec-
tive analysis.” CNBC, 15/4/2000.

“Reading is the basics for 
all learning.” Reston, Virginia, 
28/3/2000.

“We want our teachers to be 
trained so they can meet the 
obligations, their obligations 
as teachers. We want them to 
know how to teach the science 
of reading. In order to make sure 
there’s not this kind of federal-
federal cufflink.” Milwaukee, 
30/3/2000.  J

BUSHSPEAK: Quotes from the educated President

Rob Gowland is on leave
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The Prague Appeal
NATO’s existence was always 

defended by its founders on the 
grounds that it was a “defensive alli-
ance” against “the Soviet threat”. 
However, NATO was created in 
1949 and the Warsaw Pact in 1955.

Logically the demise of the 
Soviet Union and the disbanding of 
the Warsaw Pact should have led to 
NATO’s dissolution.

The opposite has happened. 
NATO is being strengthened, not 
disbanded. Contrary to its founding 
Washington Treaty, NATO has offi-
cially assumed the right to intervene 
militarily against anyone in any part 
of the world whenever it sees fit.

This not only violates its own 
statutes, it openly challenges interna-
tional law and NATO has usurped the 
authority of the international com-
munity – the United Nations Organi-
sation and its Security Council.

The war against Yugoslavia in 
1999, waged without a mandate 
from the UN Security Council in 
breach of the UN Charter and the 
Geneva Conventions, is convincing 
proof of a new aggressive and inter-
ventionist strategy which for the first 
time since 1945 has brought aggres-
sive war to Europe.

The governments of the NATO 
countries, notably the USA, escalated 
tension and instigated a civil war 
aimed at breaking up Yugoslavia.

They bear the essential responsi-
bility for the Balkans tragedy. They 

are using the tribunal in The Hague 
to settle accounts with their oppo-
nents and with former Yugoslav 
President Slobodan Milosevic.

Another major example is the 
Anglo-US attack on Afghanistan as 
part of the so-called “war against ter-
rorism”, led and supported by certain 
NATO states.

The attack did not respect fun-
damental humanitarian principles or 
spare the civilian population, infra-
structure and lives and the rights of 
prisoners of war. Nor did the change 
of the ruling elite that was imposed 
solve the Afghan people’s basic 
problems.

The preparations for an attack on 
Iraq and efforts to bring about geo-
political changes in the Middle East 
as part of a new American strategy 
of preventive strikes are an attempt 
at expansion and the solution of US 
economic and political problems at 
the expense of other nations.

Decisively influenced by the 
USA, NATO is ever more clearly seen 
to be a military-political pact which is 
concerned with more than defence.

It is becoming an instrument 
for expansion and consolidation of 
the influence of its biggest mem-
ber states.

NATO, as well as the Partnership 
for Peace, is a major instrument for 
pursuing US plans throughout the 
world and its influence and interests 
on the European continent.

US hegemony in the pact’s mil-
itary composition is based on the 

privileged status and authority of 
the US leaders and US control of the 
armed forces, the military and secu-
rity apparatus, the “defence” indus-
try and the technology of member 
states linked to it.

NATO’s integrated military 
structures are beyond the control 
and at critical moments not subject 
to the consideration of national state 
bodies, especially in the European 
member states and the UN.

For these reasons we shall 
oppose the strategy of preventive 
strikes and the creation of NATO 
rapid reaction forces.

Nuclear weapons, whose use 
is contrary to the constitutions of 
individual countries and in prac-
tice subject to the decision-making 
and control of US military-political 
authorities, have been deployed at 
US and NATO military bases.

This means that there is an 
increased danger of individual coun-
tries being dragged into military sce-
narios which are not subject to the 
consideration and control of legiti-
mate national authorities.

Under pressure from the US, 
there is thus a growing danger today 
that Europe and the world will be 
dragged into a new round of the arms 
race, exhausting not only the USA 
but also the other NATO states.

Human civilisation is threat-
ened by the militarisation of inter-
national relations and militarisa-
tion of space in the same way as by 
the growing military intervention-

ism which increasingly dominates 
US policy.

As an instrument of the policy of 
US hegemony, NATO gives priority 
to the escalation of tension and the 
use of force instead of the peaceful 
solution of international disputes and 
civilised methods of overcoming the 
economic and social problems which 
are intensifying disputes throughout 
the contemporary world.

NATO is not equal to the task of 
solving these problems politically, 
with the build-up of military forces 
and plans for their deployment being 
the focus of its activities.

To secure peace …
To secure peace on its continent 

and the establishment of peaceful 
relations with other nations of the 
world, Europe does not need an 
aggressive alliance which under-
mines and in practice challenges the 
UN’s role.

NATO is unacceptable in its 
present form and the demand for its 
abolition is highly relevant today.

We see suspension by Euro-
pean states of their membership of 
NATO’s military structures as a real-
istic way of achieving this.

It is vitally important for Europe 
and its states and nations to maintain 
an appropriate degree of sovereignty 
when taking decisions and to prevent 
them from being drawn into new mil-
itary adventures.

Europe needs a different secu-
rity system from the one represented 
by NATO, defensive and non-
aggressive, which on the basis of 
equal status and dignity includes all 
of the continent’s states, from Portu-
gal to Russia and the Caucasus, from 
Scandinavia to the Balkans.

A system which would be based 
on the necessity not only of the 
existence but also the reform of the 
United Nations Organisation, so that 
it corresponds to the new reality of 
the world and creates effective struc-
tures for peace-keeping, conflict-
prevention and conflict-resolution.

A system which fully respects the 
UN Charter and the spirit of the Hel-

sinki process can stand up to pres-
sure from the USA and the interests 
of other powers acting contrary to 
international law.

It should be based on co-oper-
ation and the sovereignty of all 
nations and respect for peaceful rela-
tions and co-operation.

We propose that this concept is 
implemented by using the experi-
ence of the OSCE.

Europe has always been one of 
the parts of the world most threat-
ened by the arms race policy and the 
development of nuclear, chemical, 
biological and cosmic weapons of 
mass destruction.

It bears its share of responsibil-
ity for gradual and balanced dis-
armament until these weapons are 
completely eliminated, beginning 
with the big powers, which will 
allow the huge resources wasted 
on military spending to be used to 
solve the great social, economic 
and environmental problems which 
beset the globe.

The aggressive NATO pact is 
incapable of becoming the founda-
tion of Europe-wide security.

The future lies in develop-
ing the process of economic and 
political integration of all the con-
tinent’s countries on the basis of 
the equality and sovereignty of 
all and opposing any kind of ratio-
nale whereby wealthier countries 
or social groups dominate the oth-
ers, and therefore on wholly dif-
ferent foundations from those of 
anti-social liberalism and Atlantic 
subordination.

On the occasion of the NATO 
summit meeting in Prague, at 
which it is expected that the Alli-
ance will be enlarged to the east 
by the acceptance of new coun-
tries, the signatories of this appeal, 
who belong to various ideological 
trends but are united by their com-
mon desire for peace, call on all the 
nations of Europe and UN member 
states to unite and mobilise against 
the policy of war and armaments 
and for practical steps towards 
peace and justice throughout 
Europe and the whole world.  J
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Leaders from NATO’s 19-member countries converged on Prague 
for a “Transformation Summit” on November 21-21. They were 
joined by officials from seven prospective members - Bulgaria, 
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia – to 
begin accession talks. The Summit adopted a package of measures 
to meet “the grave new threats and profound security challenges 
of the 21st century”. In particular, these included agreement on 
stronger political and military commitments from member states; 
a NATO Response Force for immediate deployment anywhere in 
the world; a military concept for “defence against terrorism”; 
and the decision to initiate a “missile defence feasibility study”. 
They also issued a statement on Iraq, promising to “take effec-
tive action” to enforce the most recent UN Security Council reso-
lution on Iraq.
Postmark Prague reports that hundreds of protestors, mainly 
young Czechs took part in anti-NATO demonstrations.
The Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia held a counter-
summit before the NATO one. It was attended by 150 delegates 
from the European Peace Forum, the World Federation of Dem-
ocratic Youth and nearly 40 communist and left parties from all 
over Europe and further a field. They adopted a document called 
The Prague Appeal. This rejected NATO’s new role as the world’s 
policeman. The following is the text of the Appeal.

NATO ESCALATES SECURITY 
RISKS AND THREATENS PEACE


