The Howard Government’s support for a proposal to
outlaw the wearing of traditional Muslim clothing is an
incitement to racial and religious hatred. Racism has been
a central plank of the Howard Government’s political
platform from the time of its election in 1996, be it racist
slurs against Indigenous Australians, the demonising and
dehumanising of asylum seekers or its paternalistic arro-
gance toward Australia’s Asia-Pacific neighbours.

by Marcus Browning

It was the Reverend Fred Nile,
the Christian Democrat NSW MP,
who fanned the flames of hatred,
calling for traditional Islamic dress

to be banned by law.
Nile, better known for his
Christian ~ fundamentalist  ho-

mophobia, speaking in the state
Parliament said: “Is it a fact that
the Islamic female terrorists in
Hamburg, Germany, and in the
recent Muslim attack in Moscow,
Russia, wore the black chador
body covering of Iran and Saudi
Arabia?”

His diatribe — at one and the
same instance racist, sexist and
full of the bile of religious hatred
— was intended to make all Aus-
tralian Muslim women subjects
of public fear and suspicion and a
target for violence. It bore its bitter
fruit the next day with an assault
on two women wearing the chador
in Sydney.

The objective of vilifying the
faith of Islam itself was also clear
as Nile continued: “Is it a fact that
such total body covering com-
pletely conceals a person’s iden-
tity, even whether the wearer is
male of female — which is a perfect
disguise for terrorists as it conceals
both weapons and explosives ...”

He concluded with a call to his
fellow Christian fundamentalist,
John Howard: “In view of the new
terrorist threat and as part of our
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new Australian security precau-
tions, will the Government con-
sider a prohibition on the wearing
of the chador?”

Howard was accommodating.
In aradio interview his sham ambi-
guity did not veil his obvious sup-
port. “I don’t have a clear response
to what Fred has put. I mean, I like
Fred and I don’t always agree with
him, but you know Fred speaks for
a lot of people.” And: “Sometimes
you don’t have a flat yes or no
on something like this. Different
people of goodwill will have a dif-
ferent view.”

Clearly, Nile and Howard have
their lines of communications
open. Nile also wants a ban of the
wearing of the hijab Muslim scarf
by students in state schools in the
name of “unity and tolerance”.

The agenda of the extreme
right, including the Christian right,
has emerged.

Specifically, it is for the im-
position of dictatorial rule by the
means of rabid anti-democratic
laws enforced by police, the mili-
tary and spy agencies.

It involves the censorship and
the silencing of views that differ
to those of the Government. This
includes an attack on multicul-
turalism, diversity of values and
beliefs, and the right to dissent, to
organise and to protest.

The intent is to maintain an
atmosphere heavy with suspicion
and fear with such tactics as the
call for public vigilance and last
week’s vague warning of a ter-
rorist attack; that someone, some-
where in Australia between now
and next year will use undefined
weapons of mass destruction.

Stoking the fires of racial and
religious hatred is an essential part
of divide-and-rule tactics.

ALP’s position on war
against Iraq?
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HOWARD’S RACIST
DIVIDE & RULE

But the insistent war propa-
ganda, now coupled with the threat
of terrorism against Australia, is
evidence that not everything is
going to plan for Howard and his
cronies.

There is strong community
opposition to war. There have
been revelations about the es-
sentially conspiratorial and un-
derhand nature of the Howard
Government, such as the recent
exposure of their secret, lethal
treatment of asylum seekers, and
their lax response to the victims
of the Bali bombing.

Pandering to the US is also put-
ting some off-side.

Voices speak out

Among those speaking out
against and condemning the vi-
cious Howard/Nile racist double

Asbestos : the hidden
time bomb
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act, were the acting Race Dis-
crimination Commissioner, Wil-
liam Jonus, who called Nile’s
statements “offensive and an
abuse of the institution of Parlia-
ment”.

Maha Krayem Abdo, from the
United Muslim Women’s Asso-
ciation, said she was stunned that
such comments could come from
an Australian parliament. The
Lebanese Muslim Association’s
Keysar Trad called Nile’s state-
ment racist. “Muslim women have
been through enough.

“Now we have a Member [of
Parliament] attacking modesty
and making statements that will
escalate tensions. It’s not the thing
you expect to hear in a civilised
country like Australia.”

The Islamic Council of Victo-
ria asked if there was going to be a

Opposition against
the Homeland Bill
= p8

ban on brief cases as weapons can
easily be hidden in them.

Greens Senator Bob Brown
noted that Howard’s refusal to
condemn Fred Nile’s statement
shows he is stilling running with
the political line of One Nation’s
Pauline Hanson. “For months he
wouldn’t take on Pauline Han-
son when she started her attack
on multiculturalism”, said Sena-
tor Brown.

“Now his first up accommodat-
ing comments in relation to Fred
Nile’s call for a ban on the chador
shows the Prime Minister is again
willing to foster anti-Muslim senti-
ment by default.

“Fred Nile’s comments are
unacceptable in multicultural
Australia. The Prime Minister’s
flirtation with those comments is
dangerous.” &

China bashing
in media grows
-p12
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Whence the United Nations?

There is some controversy over the sudden withdrawal of
Australian SAS forces from Afghanistan as to the Howard
Government’s real intentions, but an educated guess is that
the real purpose is to send them to war with Iraq in January
or February.

The US trumpets its threats and military preparations
almost every day and Howard makes no secret of his 100
percent support for another war in Iraq. He pays lip service
to the United Nations and attempts to hide his commitment to
war by declaring that “no decision has been made”.

The UN inspectors have started their work but many of
them are US citizens and their number is certain to contain
CIA agents whose real mission is spying and creating provo-
cations to justify a US invasion. It was for this reason that the
UN inspectors were kicked out in 1998.

There are only two forces that stand between the war be-
ing planned by the Bush administration and a peaceful out-
come. They are the mass demonstrations against war being
held in many countries, including in the US, and the possibil-
ity that the majority of the United Nations Security Council
will refuse to back a war.

The demonstrations are set to continue and become
larger and more determined. But what of the UN Secu-
rity Council and those three countries — China, Russia and
France — who could veto a war resolution and speak out
strongly against war?

These countries have already voted for a flawed resolu-
tion which, despite the denials, gives the US any number of
“triggers” to launch a war. The leaders of China, Russia and
France tend to talk first about the necessity of Iraq carrying
out the instructions of the UN but when it comes to the neces-
sity of the US carrying out those parts of the resolution which
require the matter to be further considered by the Security
Council, their voices get very soft and timid.

It is not only war or peace that is on the line. The cred-
ibility of the United Nations is also on the line — even its sur-
vival. The sickening hypocrisy of the United Nations Security
Council is only one aspect — its total failure to implement
innumerable resolutions demanding that Israel return to its
original borders, its scandalous failure to implement resolu-
tions concerning biological, chemical and nuclear weapons,
its failure to raise even a timid voice to stop the aggression
against Yugoslavia to mention only a few issues.

The main threat to the UN however, comes from a rag-
ing US imperialism which has no need for a United Nations
anymore.

Either the UN, and that means in the first place the big
powers with the right of veto, stand against the US juggernaut
and threat of endless war and do so now, or they capitulate and
not only destroy their own credibility but also that of the UN.

The people on the streets are showing their commitment
and courage and do not hesitate to say — “No war on Iraq”.
They are entitled to expect that governments that assert their
commitment to the UN, will join them in that call.

Within the next several months they will face this crucial
test. The US intends to go to war. It has nothing to do with
alleged “weapons of mass destruction”. It is about strategy,
oil, the military occupation of the whole of the Middle East
and bases in Central Asia.

When fascism was on the rampage in Europe in the 1930s
and ’40s and seemed to be all powerful, the Soviet Union did
not hesitate to denounce fascism. It helped to rally the people
of the world against the threat of war even though it was still
militarily weaker than the Nazi war machine.

It was its political strength that enabled it to overcome
huge difficulties and eventually forge international collective
security against fascism and defeat the Nazi menace.

The menace to the whole world today comes from the
United States under Bush. There is an urgent need for a new
collective of nations against war together with the ability to
give a strong voice of support to the anti-war demonstrations
on the streets. It is almost D-day for the UN.

PRESS FUND

The recent Cunningham by-election, and Melbourne’s 30,000-strong anti-
war demonstration which preceded it, signalled a strong and growing oppo-
sition to the proposed war against Iraq by a US-led coalition. If Australia
dropped out of the coalition it would leave the US and Britain isolated,
strengthen anti-war feelings in those countries and deter other nations from
supporting the war. On Saturday The Guardian will cover the Australia-
wide “Walk Against the War” marches, which we confidently expect will
draw thousands of supporters. In the meantime we thank our own five sup-
porters, who gave so generously this week, as follows:

Bert Appleton $20, Brian Hawke $25, Bert Heinemann $10, Peter Reed
(NT) $20, R Taylor $10.

This week’s total: $85. Progressive total: $10,075.
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NT must appeal
“no penalty”
ruling on breach
of permit laws

Statement by ATSIC Chair-
man Geoff Clark:

The Northern Territory
Government should give urgent
consideration to an appeal against a
Darwin Magistrate’s decision which
has effectively given carte blanche to
anyone wanting to breach Aboriginal
permit laws in the Northern Territory.

The failure of a Darwin-based
magistrate to impose a conviction or
penalty for a clear breach of Territory
permit laws is a threat to the effective
future operation of these laws.

Up until recently Indigenous
people were being sent to jail under
NT mandatory sentencing laws for
offences as trivial as stealing a can
of drink.

Yet when NT laws designed to
protect the interests of Indigenous
people are tested before the court a
non-Indigenous person who has bla-
tantly and wilfully breached them is
given what amounts, in legal terms,
to a slap on the wrist.

Earlier this week I had given
endorsement to the fact that the
Magistrate had found a journal-
ist from The Australian guilty of
entering Aboriginal land without
a permit. [ later became aware the
journalist was discharged without
conviction or penalty despite the
guilty verdict.

This ruling has prompted expres-
sions of outrage to me by both
Indigenous and non-Indigenous peo-
ple and rightly so.

There have also been media
reports suggesting the Magistrate
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of Barrow Creek.

drew parallels with the former apart-
heid system in South Africa and
Nazi Germany when considering the
breach of permit laws. While one has
to be cautious about relying on media
reports for accuracy I would say it is
utterly repugnant to make any com-
parisons between apartheid and the
NT permits system.

Apartheid was a morally evil
system used by a non-Indigenous
minority to suppress the will of an
Indigenous majority.

Permit laws operating in the
NT, however, are designed to pro-
tect an Indigenous minority from
interference in their lives by a non-

Government officials with the Kaytetye people, traditional owners

Indigenous majority. The facts of
the matter are this journalist know-
ingly and deliberately breached the
permit laws to gate-crash a funeral
after his request to enter Aboriginal
land was rejected by traditional
owners.

The traditional owners spe-
cifically wanted him to stay away
because of the community’s grief
over the loss of one of their youths,
allegedly at the hands of police. The
journalist demonstrated absolute
contempt for the wishes of a commu-
nity in mourning as well as the law
but as his own newspaper reported
he “escaped conviction”. &

BUSHSPEAK

Quotes from the leader of the world's biggest economy

“It’s clearly a budget. It’s got a
lot of numbers in it.” May 5, 2000.

“I also understand how tender
the free enterprise system can be.”
Washington DC, July 9, 2002.

“We’ve tripled the amount of
money - I believe it’s from $50 mil-
lion up to $195 million available.”
Lima, Peru, March 23, 2002.

“It’s very important for folks to
understand that when there’s more
trade, there’s more commerce.”
Quebec City, Canada, April 21, 2001.

“Ann and I will carry out this
equivocal message to the world:
Markets must be open.” Washington
DC, March 2, 2001.

“The budget caps were busted,
mightily so ... But the caps no lon-
ger - the caps, I guess they’re there.
But they didn’t mean much.”-
Washington DC, Feb. 5, 2001.

Hannah Middleton would
like to sincerely thank
everyone who helped

her celebrate her 60th
birthday for all their
warmth, solidarity and
generaosity.

“I mean, these good folks are
revolutionizing how businesses con-
duct their business. And, like them,
I am very optimistic about our posi-
tion in the world and about its influ-
ence on the United States. We’re
concerned about the short-term eco-
nomic news, but long-term I’m opti-
mistic. And so, I hope investors,
you know - secondly, I hope inves-
tors hold investments for periods of
time - that I’ve always found the best
investments are those that you salt
away based on economics.” Austin,
Texas, Jan. 4, 2001.

“They want the federal govern-
ment controlling Social Security like

it’s some kind of federal program.”
St Charles, Missouri, Nov. 2, 2000.

“It’s your money. You paid for it.”
LaCrosse, Wisconsin, Oct. 18, 2000.

“It is clear our nation is reli-
ant upon big foreign oil. More and
more of our imports come from
overseas.” Beaverton, Oregon,
Sept. 25, 2000.

“A tax cut is really one of the
anecdotes to coming out of an eco-
nomic illness.” Sept. 18, 2000

“There may be some tough times
here in America. But this country has
gone through tough times before, and
we’re going to do it again.” Waco,
Texas, Aug. 13,2002. &
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Government war
propaganda rebounds

The Howard Government last week warned of terrorist attacks
against Australia, and is planning a media campaign about
“things to look for” regarding such an attack. However, subse-
quent reports that Australia has now become a prime terror-
ist target have resulted in mounting public anxiety and growing
opposition to the planned war against Iraq.

by Peter Mac

Howard this week appealed to the
media to suppress such reports, and
asked people not to become paranoid
over terrorism. (Foreign Minister
Downer noted that the Government
had no information about specific
threats or precautions “like staying
away from the cricket”.)

However, the Government’s pol-
icy threatens our future social cohe-
sion and civil rights.

One security special-
ist has warned that the Howard
Government’s “war against terror-
ism” could last for decades.

NSW Premier Bob Carr declared
recently that this “war” would curb
civil liberties, and has introduced
laws which have this effect. He
declared that people with “suspi-
cious lifestyles” would be targeted
by security organisations, noting “If
you’ve got a website with a photo of
Osama Bin Laden you ought to be
subjected to surveillance”.

He also stated that Australians
should tolerate a “warlike atmo-
sphere”, and that regarding terrorism
he had an “open cheque of co-oper-
ation with the Federal government”
(which has a similar relationship
with the US Government).

Former ALP leader Kim Beazley
advocated appointment of a new
“intelligence supremo” to run secu-
rity organisations, and ASIO boss
Dennis Richardson argued for even
further powers to be given to his
organisation.

In short, what Carr, Richardson
and others are advocating is, in effect,
the transformation of Australia into a
nation beset by fear and stripped of
most if not all of its hard-won civil
rights.

As appalling as terrorism is, its
origins lie in a desperate reaction
against multi-national attempts to
take over key resources like oil, and
in the oppression, enforced dispos-
session and eviction of people like
the Palestinians.

Moreover, the US supplied Iraq
with chemical and biological weap-
ons to use against Iran 20 years ago.

Many of those now accused of
terrorist activities were assisted and
even trained by the US in their mili-
tary campaign to bring down the pro-
gressive Soviet-supported Afghan
Government during the same period,
and more recently the government of
the former Yugoslavia.

With regard to combatting ter-
rorism, Premier Carr also stated
that “we should bear these modest
sacrifices and think of the tough
Australians who went before us.”

Australians have indeed shown
repeatedly that they are willing to
take risks and endure suffering — but
only if it’s genuinely in the interests
of Australia anditspeople.

We should certainly take pre-
cautions against any threat of ter-
rorist attack. However, in this
respect governments have boosted
security organisations far more than
our public hospital and fire fighting
services

It appears that even our anti-
terrorist defence force, the Special
Air Services, is not to be used for
Australia’s defence, but is to be put
on readiness for another deploy-
ment (to Iraq, another US mili-
tary exploit) on its return from
Afghanistan.

And more and more Australians
are beginning to question why we
became involved at all in this

Educators
win training

breakthrough

Until now, staff in South Australian schools have been forced to
pay for mandatory Occupational Health and Safety training out
of their own pockets and do the training in their own time.

However, the threat of a big fine
for failing to meet safety standards
prompted the government to pay for
the compulsory training of princi-
pals, and the Australian Education
Union (AEU) is confident this will
flow through to other staff in the
near future.

The turnaround follows a
WorkCover assessment of the
Education Department’s performance
on Occupational Health and Safety
under the previous government.

The Department  operates
under a self-auditing system for
Occupational Health and Safety.

The WorkCover assessment found
that the Department had failed to meet
appropriate standards, and could face
substantial financial penalties if the
situation wasn’t rectified.

AEU State Vice President Dan
Farmer said, “The cost of training for

principals at South Australia’s 615
schools was about $20,000 - clearly
preferable to perhaps many hundreds
of thousands of dollars in fines.

“The  Government initially
wanted all training done on-line but
we’ve pointed out the difficulty of
this particularly in remote areas, and
negotiated high quality face-to-face
training.”

“It was simply unfair to expect
teachers to spend their own time
and money meeting the departments
responsibility, especially when so
many staff already put in many
hours over and above what they’re
paid for.”

“The deal we’ve struck cov-
ers the cost to schools and staff and
delivers consistency in training. But
most importantly of all, it ensures
our schools are safer for everyone”,
Mr Farmer said.&

GeT [ERDY FOR
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increasingly dangerous situation,
with the Howard Government
overwhelmingly focussed on help-
ing the US to secure its Middle East
oil interests.

A critical indication of the
growing public awareness about
the real issues involved in inter-
national terrorism in general, and

specifically the US-proposed
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terror war against Iraq, will be
given in the “Walk Against the
War” marches in Australia’s
major cities this weekend. Be
there, if you care. &

SA to Get the Hard
Sell on Nuclear Dump

Last week Federal Science Minister Peter McGauran released
a report entitled Radioactive Waste: Concept Testing to a startled
public. It contained the results of a survey conducted by Mac-
Gregor Tan Research and was one of eight reports commissioned
by the Federal Government between November 1999 and October
last year. Generally speaking, these reports discussed the reasons
why South Australians are so opposed to a national nuclear waste
dump being established in their state and what measures could be

taken to break this resistance.
by Bob Briton

The report in question was down-
beat about the Commonwealth’s
chances. It said that there was a
“knee-jerk negative reaction to sight-
ing the Commonwealth Crest” and
the feeling that material carrying the
symbol was “propaganda”.

On the specifics of the dump
issue, South Australians did not
believe assurances that the national
repository would not become a dump
for high-level waste from around the
world at a later stage.

The reason for going public
with this embarrassing information
and the admission that the Federal
Government is about to engage a
public relations firm to sell the idea
of the dump was that SA Premier
Mike Rann had already got his hands
on the material and blabbed quite a
bit of it to the State Parliament.

This is how we first learned that
$300,000 was to be spent on a cam-
paign targeted at the wowsers in the
under 40 age bracket and women.

The Premier was airing these
details to shore up his govern-
ment’s own position that a state
referendum should be called if the
Commonwealth goes ahead with
plans for a dump at Site 52A (or at
the alternative sites 40a or 45a) in
the Woomera Prohibited Area in the
State’s north.

The SA Labor Government
wants a Bill to pass through the
Parliament that would automatically
bring on the referendum in such cir-
cumstances.

You would think, given that
recent polling of South Australians
shows that 87 per cent of the peo-
ple are opposed to any dump being
established and that a massive 95 per
cent are opposed to an intermediate
to high level waste dump, that Rann
would be in an impregnable position
on the issue.

However, the Government is
encountering difficulties in legis-
lating what is clearly the will of
the people. First came the awk-
ward revelation that, if the Federal
Government were to prevail and
establish its “repository”, then the
State authorities would use it. Pro-
dump commentators like Rex Jory
used his column in The Advertiser
last week to make the following, not
entirely analogous but still uncom-
fortable, link:

“There’s precious little difference
from a republican saying: ‘I think
the Royal Family is an undemocratic
waste of time, space and money but
thank you, Your Majesty, for making
me a knight of the realm.’”

State  Environment Minister
John Hill has reiterated the State
Government’s opposition to the
dump and shrugged off the embar-

rassing inferences being made about
his apparent pragmatism.

Another obstacle for the SA
Government is that it doesn’t have
the numbers in the Upper House
of the Parliament, the Legislative
Council. It was relying on No Pokies
MLC Nick Xenophon returning from
extended sick leave and supporting
the referendum legislation.

Unfortunately for the government,
Mr Xenophon wants to combine the
“no dump” question with a “no pok-
ies” vote and a say on other issues so as
to get the best value from the expected
$6.2 million cost of the referendum.

Few realistic =~ commentators
expect the SA government to jeop-
ardise their pokie taxes despite all
the public hand wringing about their
devastating social cost.

A reassuring constant in all this is
the good sense of the people in their
opposition to the dump proposals.
They know about the weapons tests
at Maralinga in the 1950’s. They
know about the unsatisfactory safety
record of the uranium industry at
sites like Honeymoon and Olympic
Dam despite all the so-called “safe-
guards” and undertakings.

They know that the “Long Lived
Intermediate Level Waste” to be
stored at the National Repository is
considered to be high-level radioac-
tive waste internationally — making a
mockery of guarantees that only low
and medium level materials would
be stored there.

Still, the Federal Government is
set to press ahead with the announce-
ment of its plans early nest year. In
the meantime, South Australians can
watch as $300,000 worth of their tax
contributions are squandered in an
effort to sell them the further benefits
of living in the nuclear state. &
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LABOUR

Construction site at Myaree WA where latest death occurred.

LABOUR NOTES

The Queensland Teachers’ Union may impose bans in the
new year if the State’s Beattie Labor Government continues
to refuse to improve conditions in state schools. The union
has lodged a detailed enterprise bargaining claim which fo-
cuses on securing improvements in key areas including class
sizes and information technology. The current agreement
expires on February 28. Teachers are also campaigning for
better wages. Teachers have rejected the government’'s pay
offer of only 3.5 percent. “Our claim as always is negotiable
and we need the Government and Department to make a
realistic offer’, said union President Julie-Ann McCullough.

The Universal Springs company in South Australia has
locked out its workforce over enterprise bargaining nego-
tiations. The workers, members of the AMWU, began their
negotiations in March. The company coerced six union
members to resign from the union and accept a horrific
agreement and pursued an agreement which excluded the
union. It has now employed casuals to break the deadlock.

Staff employed at the World Trade Organisation’s headquarters
in Geneva have gone on a “go slow” over their increased work-
loads and in support of a pay rise. In a statement the staff coun-
cil said, “One of the pillars of the WTO is the relationship of trust
between members and staff. That relationship is under threat.”

The Liquor, Hospitality and Miscellaneous Workers’ Union has
warned that the privatised Sydney Airport, Australia’s most
important gateway, is the country’s weakest airport security
link because of the high number of casuals employed as secu-
rity screeners. “Casuals, who are understandably concerned
about their own job security, are more amenable to pressure
from managers and retailers to take the easy way out when it
comes to the screening of passengers”, said the union’s Airport
Security division. The union points out that this situation arises
from the contradiction between the demand to keep security
tight at the airport and the demand to move people quickly
through the check points to get them shopping so the private
companies operating in the facility can make more profits.

The Howard Government has backed a plan by car compa-
nies to set up a joint fund to fight industrial action by unions.
The Federal Chamber of Automotive Industries said that
“as we move into next year’s round of enterprise bargaining
negotiations we want to make sure there is no illegal strike
action that could disrupt vital export contracts.” The AMWU
described the plan as “the Government calling for the es-
tablishment of a war-chest to battle their own workforce.”

Union calls for
safety on site

A crane toppled, crushing a bobcat at a building site in East Perth
last Friday. Luckily no one was injured. Union officials were

blocked from the site.

by Joan Williams

Joe McDonald, Assistant
Secretary of the Construction,
Forestry, Mining and Energy Union,
said such accidents were too com-
mon. “We have had four deaths in
ten days”, he said.

The tragic accident which took
the life of a worker on a construc-
tion site using the “tilt up” method in
the Perth suburb of Myaree sparked
action by unionists.

Soon afterwards 2500 building
workers marched on State Parliament
demanding that the Government and
WorkSafe WA get busy on safety
measures.

Kevin Reynolds, CFMEU State
Secretary, has called for a full and
independent inquiry into the cir-

cumstances of the Myaree death.
Such an inquiry “could lead to the
builder and architects being exposed
to civil action and possible criminal
charges”.

Mr Reynolds said the union has
been calling on the Government
for the last six months to direct
WorkSafe WA to get ahead with on-
site safety policing, rather than turn
up to investigate accidents after they
had happened.

“In relation to tilt-up, we want
requirements tightened up so that
panels (of concrete) are not being
put up by a team one of whom is
a rigger, and the rest might have
been butchers, bakers or candle-
stick makers until the day before
yesterday.”

“There should be a specific ticket
required for riggers involved in tilt-
up construction”, he added, referring
to the method as a “cheap and nasty
form of building”.

Increased penalties should be
applied to builders who failed to
comply with Codes of Practice.

(In tilt-up construction the con-
crete wall is formed on the ground,
with “slots” for the steel rods by
which the wall is pulled up and
anchored.

Unfortunately the worker who
was crushed by the falling wall at
Myaree was not a financial member
of the Union. However, it did all it
could to help.

A whip around at the rally out-
side Parliament raised $2000.
Nothing like the number if the
worker had been in a financial mem-
ber and entitled to death and disabil-
ity insurance. &

Oil spill brings
a warning to
Australian coastal
shipping

Yet another environmental tragedy,
yet another Ship of Shame

The oil tanker behind the ecological disaster off the Spanish coast
is yet another Ship of Shame flying a flag of convenience. The
ageing vessel that broke in two over night is the Bahamas flagged,
American classed, Prestige, which is Greek owned by a company
that may or may not be registered in Liberia, and chartered by a
business that could be Russian or Swiss.

Flag of convenience (FOC)
ships are flagged in tax havens like
Panama, Liberia and the Bahamas
to avoid scrutiny, labour and safety
regulations. Often registration is
only a matter of a fax, with no proper
inspection of the ship.

Documentation can also be
fraudulent like that exposed by a
British Guardian journalist who reg-

istered a non-existent vessel under
the name of a known terrorist under
the Cambodian flag of convenience
over a fax machine earlier this year.
In recent times two Australian
vessels (the Yarra - now Stadacona,
The River Torrens, now the Pacific)
have been registered under the
Bahamas flag of convenience as a
cheaper, but dangerous option. A

third vessel, the Wallarah, is now
flying the Tongan flag of conve-
nience on our coastal trade.

“This latest disaster just goes to
show that the Federal Government
policy of promoting FOC shipping
on our coast is just asking for trou-
ble”, said MUA National Shipping
Campaign Co-coordinator  Sean
Chaffer. “We’ve had a series of near
misses this year. Next time we may
not be so lucky.”

In September the 50,000 tonne
Filipino bulk oil carrier, the Aegean
Falcon, ran aground on a pristine part
of the reef near Wednesday Island in
the Torres Strait, the oil and coal car-
rier Doric Chariot was grounded in
July, the ANL Excellence the same
month and the Bunga Teratai Satu
in 2000. &

Union blitz successful

A union blitz on foreign ships trading in Australian waters has
won $280,000 in back pay for cheated seafarers plus wage rises
for up to 1000 underpaid crew members.

Surprise raids by inspectors from
the International Transport workers
Federation (ITF) exposed flag of
convenience ships paying able sea-
men as little as $200 a week and $1
per hour for overtime.

ITF Australia Co-ordinator Dean
Summers said that during the week
of action, which ended on November
16,2002, ITF Inspectors swooped on
85 vessels in ports around Australia
with authorisation to examine wage
books and crew conditions.

“We’ve had an enormous suc-
cess. One measure is reports that
ships were diverted from Australian

ports to avoid scrutiny and frustrate
ITF inspections”, said Mr Summers.

ACTU Secretary Greg Combet
said the use of flag of convenience
ships using low-wage foreign crews
is increasing in Australia as the
Federal Government issues more
special voyage permits to foreign
vessels.

“The Federal Government’s sup-
port for sub-standard flag of conve-
nience ships is costing Australian
jobs and undermining Australian
wages, conditions, safety and envi-
ronment standards”, Mr Combet
said.

The week of raids uncovered
five ships where crew were signed
up with ITF agreements but short-
changed, and another 12 vessels
where seafarers were paid sub-stan-
dards wages. In some cases seafar-
ers had no guarantee of leave, com-
pensation in case of injury, or limits
on hours.

“All these seafarers are now pro-
tected with ITF collective agree-
ments”, Mr Summers said.

“Salaries have been doubled
for crew on the Singaporean vessel
Safrana D-Urville, where able sea-
men were earning $200 a week plus
25 hours overtime at $1/hour.

These seafarers are also for the
first time now guaranteed compensa-
tion in case of death or injury.” &
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Iraq: whither
the ALP?

It is very clear that the United States intends to wage war against
Iraq with or without a UN mandate. It is also clear that John
Howard would happily follow George W Bush through the Gates
of Hell. But where does the ALP stand? If you listened to the daily
media, you could be forgiven for being confused.

Andrew Jackson
Prominent Labor politi-
cians have stood up against war
in Iraq. Just last week one of the
Party’s more socially progressive
and respected speakers, Carmen

And further on: “Sattler: Simon,
an increasing number of Australians
are saying we shouldn’t go to Iraq
under any circumstance ... every
troop we’ve got should be back
here.”

“I’m saying | want the UN

to avoid the war. | don’t

want there to be a war ...
| don’t want that.”

Lawrence, attended a rally in West
Australia, and spoke openly and
strongly against a war. Period.

Official Labor policy does state
categorically they will not support a
“pre-emptive strike” by the US.

But after that, the position is not
so clear, and indeed Labor leader
Simon Crean seems to be finding
different ways of not saying any-
thing at all.

Says Mr Crean on November 9:
“We must take every step to avoid
war with Iraq. Diplomacy, not war,
is the answer.”

Yet in the same interview: “UN
processes must be exhausted. We
said that the UN should pursue a
two-resolution approach: one for-
malising the return of weapons
inspectors to Iraq; the second, to
consider what further action may
be needed.”

Security at home

On November 13, in an inter-
view on Radio 2SM: Howard Sattler:
“Alright. The electorate needs to
know — you’re the alternative gov-
ernment — under what circumstances
would you support Australians send-
ing military forces to Iraq...?”

Crean: “I’m saying I want the UN
to avoid the war. I don’t want there to
be a war ... I don’t want that.”

Crean: ‘...given the circum-
stances of Bali, given the fact that
this threat is on our doorstep now ...
my point is that if we have to make
the decision about the priority being
defending our own borders or send-
ing our troops to fight in Iraq, I’m for
defending the borders here.”

On November 21 though, Mr
Crean dithers: “I think the priority has
got to be at home and in our region so
far as our troops are concerned ... and
that’s something I’ve been calling for
since the Bali bombing.”

Just seconds later: “But, so far
as Iraq is concerned ... The United
Nations has to enforce its own mandate.
And Australia should be fully support-
ing the United Nations doing that”.

Mr Crean has been repeating that
“security at home” mantra dozens of
times a day, yet he still has not said if
that precludes a war against Iraq.

History repeating

Finally, and sadly, it would
appear the ALP is repeating recent
history — deferring making policy
decisions until John Howard “gives
them answers”.

Says Kevin Rudd, Opposition
Spokesperson on Foreign Affairs:
“The Prime Minister needs to
answer two basic questions: Is the
Prime Minister today able to pro-

duce evidence directly linking the
Government of Iraq with the terror-
ist attacks...”

And: “The Prime Minister argues
that Iraq may provide weapons of
mass destruction to terrorist organ-
isations. How does the PM argue
this case when Iraq has possessed
WMD for more than a decade, yet
the Government has so far failed to
produce evidence of Iraq providing
WMD to terrorist organisations?”’

What if John Howard doesn’t
answer the questions?

Labor is sitting on a fence and
will do so until Howard “gives them
the answers”. No prizes for guess-
ing on which side of the fence he
will jump when our SAS forces are
sent to Iraq.

It is now obvious George W is
lining North Korea up as a future
target.

Labor’s position? “I think the
issue of North Korea is of concern
... the issue itself should be pursued
diplomatically.” Yet Mr Crean’s cur-
rent definition of “diplomacy” has
been left open to include a UN-man-
dated war.

The Australian Labor Party’s
history on involvement in imperial-
ist wars is undeniable. It supported
Australia’s involvement in World
War 1, Korea, the Persian Gulf and,
initially, in Vietnam.

And it must also be remem-
bered that when the ALP heeded the
Australian people, changed its pol-
icy, and demanded the withdrawal
of Australia’s troops from Vietnam,
it was voted into office!

Ultimately, the ALP would do
well to now heed a warning con-
tained in the AMWU’s official state-
ment on the impending war: “During
the First World War unions cam-
paigned against Australia’s involve-
ment and particularly against con-
scription ...

“The issue eventually tore
the ALP apart — the Labor Prime
Minister, the Premiers of New South
Wales and Western Australia along
with many cabinet ministers were
thrown out of the ALP by the rank
and file. It was a fight about what the
ALP stood for, and what Australia
stood for.” &

AUSTRALIA

Simon Crean in parliament.

WA meeting rejects
war involvement

Carmen Lawrence MHR for Fremantle and Judith Watson,
former Minister in a State Labor Government, organised an
important meeting on peace issues in the park outside the Fre-
mantle Town Hall on Saturday November 23.

by Vic Williams

Marie, an Aboriginal woman,
opened the meeting with a welcome
to the area.

Carmen Lawrence told the hun-
dred people at the meeting that we
don’t want to be involved in the war
on Iraq.

It had been pointed out that
civilians would be 80-90 per cent
of the casualties. The war would
be a danger to the whole of the
Middle East and Israel could be
involved.

Wally Pritchard, WA Assistant
Secretary of the Maritime Union of

) Pass it on!

When you've finished this issue of The Guardian share it with someone else.
Give it to a friend or workmate, leave it in the dentist’s or doctor’s waiting room,
at the bus station, on the train, or give it to your local library or reading room.

Help The Guardian get around.

#

Australia and President of Unions
WA said that seamen had taken deci-
sive action against shipping material
for the war in Vietnam, and would
consider similar actions against a
war on Iraq.

He asked: “Why not have an
inspection team go into Israel?”

He warned that the sea-swap
on US naval personnel would put
Fremantle people in jeopardy by
making Stirling and Fremantle a US
naval base.

The US and the State Labor
Government had plans to do enough
dredging to bring aircraft carriers
into Cockburn sound and make it a
permanent base.

Speakers and groups such as
FANG, the Fremantle Anti-Nuclear
Group, expressed their opposition to
war against Iraq. &

NSW police seized a two-metre high bottle made of chicken
wire, acetate and cellotape during the protests against the
WTO meeting at Sydney’s Olympic Park. During that Spin
The Bottle Bloc called on demo participants to “join us for the
most militant game of spin the bottle ever attempted — turning
the heat up until every kiss becomes a Molotov”. The Police
Minister Michael Costa construed this to mean “a violent
confrontation”. The Spin The Bottle Bloc points out that there
is a more serious issue at stake here: the Police Minister
cannot tell the difference between pashing and terrorism.

The Isolated Children’s Parents’ Association has raised an-
other angle to the crisis in rural Australia. “Without access to
realistic ongoing financial support and infrastructure, many
families will continue to cross the great divide in pursuit of
education and training opportunities for their children”, warned
the Association’s Federal President Megan McNicholl. That
is, access to education and training will determine the ca-
pacity of rural and remote Australians to create sustainable
communities. Anyone listening? Howard, Costello, Downer?

Mark Latham is a right-wing Labor head kicker, so it was curi-
ous to hear his “anti-establishment” cries recently in a speech
to the National Press Club. He sounded like a real rabble-
rouser. “We want to break down the concentration of power in
society”, said Latham. “We want to disperse economic, social
and political influence as widely as possible.” Does this mean
he’s against corporate globalisation, the power of big business,
the ruling class!?!? “The obscene level of executive salaries is
just one sign of corporate irresponsibility and corporate greed.”
So, what solution does the ALP offer, Mark? “The corporate
elite must be made to compete against each other. The busi-
ness executives who want government to cut social welfare
for the poor cannot expect large dollops of industry welfare
themselves.” And so on, la-di-dah, la-di-dah, blah, blah.

Talking about the world of big business, can you name a
Texas-based multinational company that’s facing a Department
of Justice investigation, lawsuits for inappropriate business
practices, a flurry of criticism in the mainstream press, and a bill
in Congress to curb its impact on the industry? If you said Enron,
you are barking up the wrong tree. It's media mammoth Clear
Channel Communications which has reportedly spent US$30
Billion since 1996 to become the world’s largest radio broad-
caster, concert promoter and billboard advertising company.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is the Cole anti-
union kangaroo court. Since its inception last year the
Cole Royal Commission into the Building Industry has
spent $50 million of taxpayers’ money, surely the most
grandiose union bashing exercise in Australia’s history.
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Earl Marchant was a fighter and an activist. He was a member of
the Peace Forum. He was very active in the multicultural arts area
and prominent in fighting for an arts centre in Gosford. He loved
music and was always involved with musical groups and drum-
ming. He fought for the health centre that has now been estab-
lished for the Aborigines in Wyong and he worked very closely
with the Aboriginal Land Council in Gosford. Many of our read-
ers on the Central Coast of NSW and in Sydney knew and loved
Earl. Earl was 67 when he died in January, 2001, having con-
tracted mesothelioma, an asbestos related disease. His widow
Marie very kindly spoke to The Guardian about their experience,
one which unfortunately is far from an isolated case.

One of the first things I’d like to
say is that I knew very, very little as a
lot of people do about asbestos until
my husband got the disease. I just
knew nothing.

It was absolutely incredible.
I’d read things but hadn’t really
absorbed them or taken them in. I
just thought that it was a terrible
thing and I didn’t realise how hidden
it is in society.

I am more shocked now that I’ve
found out so much more. I am more
shocked now that it is not something
that is talked about much more so
that people working with asbestos
can actually take safety measures
so that they don’t contract this ter-
rible disease.

That’s one of the first things that
hit me when my husband got the dis-
ease.

The other thing was that how
long it stays in the body before it
actually shows itself. With my hus-
band it was 17 years.

I suppose I felt very resentful
because he was not in a trade where
you got asbestos diseases. He just
came upon it accidentally.

He had been working in silk-
screen printing all his life and for
seven years he worked in Sydney
[commuting from Gosford] and was
sick to death of getting up at about 5
o’clock in the morning and not get-
ting home till about 7.

He just said, “Look this is not
living, this is just existing.” He just
walked in one Friday night and said,
“I’ve packed up my job and I’ll do
anything, as long as I’m earning
money and keeping my family com-
fortable.”

And he literally did. He kept
himself employed for over seven
years without a day off, just doing
anything — window cleaning, handy-
man jobs. He was very talented; he
could turn his hand to a lot of things.
That’s what he did.

Then there was a slump in the
building industry and builders were
taking over the little jobs that he was
doing. So he had to look further a
field and somebody mentioned that
there was terrific money in demoli-
tion work.

Earl was very much an adven-
turer at heart.

So he was two years in that and
then went back into his silk-screen-
ing when there was more work avail-
able locally.

He had no idea at all what he han-
dled doing demolition work. He had
no knowledge of the kind of material
because he had never worked in any-
thing to do with building or demol-
ishing.

He was never ever warned about
the material that he was working
with. He was never ever told to take
any safety measures whatsoever. Yet
he contracted the disease so quickly.

It was quite a shock.

He had an operation to remove
part of his lung and nobody at any
stage in the medical profession gave
us information that we could actu-
ally use.

No Idea

We really thought that we’d fight
it. We were doing all sorts of things;
getting involved in a lot of alterna-
tive health things and trying to live

Earl Marchant

ASBESTOS: the hidden time |

CFMEU members clean up abestos on a demolition site

a very healthy life-style so that we
could beat this thing.

We had no idea that it was a life
sentence until we joined the Asbestos
Diseases Foundation.

That was when we first knew that
this was a very serious thing.

Until then we had no idea that
there was no way we could beat it, it
was a death sentence.

After the operation I asked the
surgeon, “did you get it all?”” And he
said, “well we did, but we think we
did but with this kind of thing you
never know”.

Yet they know that with mesothe-
lioma, once it is in the body there is
no stopping it. I was never told the
truth and neither was Earl.

Now I could understand them
not telling Earl because to tell some-
body “look, you’ve got a short while
to live” is a very hard thing. I was
expecting somebody to tell me
straight up, “look, this is a very seri-
ous situation”.

The only one that did that was
Ella (Sweeny) at the Asbestos
Foundation. She did not come right
out with it but she said to me, “Marie,
do you realise how serious this is?”

I said “yes” flippantly. She said
“I’m going to send you some mate-
rial and I want you to make sure that
your family are around you when
you sit down and read this.”

Of course I didn’t. I left this
material and I wouldn’t read it for
weeks. And then suddenly one day
I thought I’ve got to know.

I just sat down in a room on my
own without Earl and I read it. That
was when I realised that it was a
death sentence. I never ever let on
to him.

Apart from everything else, I
have not stopped being amazed at
how Earl coped with everything.

Compensation
Hurdle

I’ve had compensation. Because
we joined the Asbestos Foundation |
was able immediately, or Earl was
able to seek compensation. The
solicitors attached to the Asbestos

Foundation, Freeman and Turner,
took up the case.

It was a very difficult situation
because you have to prove that you
worked with somebody and you had
to prove that that’s where you got the
asbestos disease.

It was so long ago, 17 years ago,
Earl did not have any pay slips or
anything.

He remembered that he had pulled
down a building in Taree and they had
taken pictures of him slashing into
the first wall and it was printed in the
local Taree newspaper.

So he phoned them and he talked
to a young girl and told her his story.
She spent a week hunting for this
picture through the back pages of
the paper.

He told her roughly when he
thought it was. She came back after
a week and said “I’ve found it”.

He had a T-shirt on with the
demolition company’s name right
across the front of it and the blurb
about the bringing down the building.
That was the proof that he needed. It
showed that he had worked for that
company.

They proceeded then. They were
going to have a court case in Sydney
but Earl was so sick that he said
couldn’t attend in Sydney. So they
brought the court case to him. The
court case was held in our lounge
room.

I understand now that we were
probably one of the last cases where
they were allowed to do that.

When I look back at it, I think
how he put up with it and how I put

up with it — I just don’t know. It was
absolutely horrific.

He was stretched out on the couch
and he was so ill and the judge post-
poned the case because there was a
hitch as to which of two insurance
companies could be sued.

The judge said: “well Mr
Marchant looks well enough for me
to postpone this for another month”,
and he did. By the end of that month
when the second court case was to be
held he was gone.

It went on without him in Sydney.
They came to the same result in the
end, as they would have done had he
been here.

I remember thinking at the
time, “this is absolutely inhu-
mane”. It is shocking. I was so
pleased to hear that they have
done away with this and nobody
else has to go through this. It was
absolutely incredible.

When I look back at it, I think
how he put up with it and how I
put up with it — I just don’t know.
If you’d been here it was horrific.
It was absolutely horrific. He was
stretched out on the couch and he

Hidden from
public

I’'ve spoken to people at the
Support Group we established and
they will tell you their whole story
and then they’ll come to compensa-
tion and say, “obviously I can’t tell
you how much I got because I'm
sworn to secrecy”.

Asbestos Diseases Foundation of Australia Inc

NATIONAL ASBESTOS
AWARENESS WEEK

Information and Memorial Day For victims of asbestos disease
Friday 29" November 8.30am — 3pm Parramatta Mall
11am Memorial Service 12 noon Minute of Remembrance
+Visit the Dust Diseases Board Lung Bus ¢ Information displays ¢ Legal
advice « White elephant stall « Second hand books ¢ Bric-a-brac
PROTECT THE LIVING — ASBESTOS CAN KILL!

Asbestos Diseases Foundation of Australia Inc Info line: 02 9637 8759
Proudly sponsored by the Dust Diseases Board
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It’s as bad as the cigarette man-
ufacturers where everything is kept
quiet or settled out of court so that
the public never gets to hear.

I’m more aware now how there
is an actual lack of actual knowledge
about the material, especially to peo-
ple working with asbestos. And I
worry about that.

Many workers are still quite
unaware of what they are actually
working with. Or they may not be
aware of the terrible dangers that
they can just breathe it in. And there
it is, they’ve got it.

The wife of one the guys [ was
counselling the other day at a sup-
port groups died of mesothelioma in
April. They both had been married
before Her first husband had died of
mesothelioma 12 years ago.

And the reason: she used to bash
his clothing on the line — you know
how you used to do it with rugs in
the old days to get the dust out. She
would be banging the clothing to get
the dust out of his clothes and she
breathed in and got it but 12 years
after him.

Support Group

We started a support group here
a few months ago and arranged the
first meeting at the Central Coast
Leagues Club in Gosford — and a
hundred people turned up.

They decided to hold another
one in Newcastle. I can imagine that
the numbers will far exceed a hun-
dred because BHP was there, and the
mines are and all the heavy indus-
tries.

All those people who came to the
meeting, all of them had it in some
form or another. Not mesothelioma
necessarily but some asbestos dis-
ease. There are a number of differ-
ent diseases.

I was shocked because I was
expecting about 30 or 40 people. I
just stood there and I thought for one
minute. I thought of it as being suc-
cessful but then I thought this is not
successful, this is how many people
are affected.

I realise now that the earlier that
you discover this disease the better.
It seems that if you catch it early you
may die in the end from it but you
have the chance of a longer life and
they can take some measures.

I know that there are a lot of peo-
ple who are just living with it. A lot
of people think that they have to bat-
tle on and not get any help.

Asbestos
Awareness Week

This week is Asbestos Awareness
Week. On November 25 a lunch is
being held in Sydney at the Maritime
Museum, Darling Harbour to launch
the Asbestos Week.

It will be open by John Della
Bosca MLC and the guest speaker
will be Mr Anthony Coombs, a lead-
ing English asbestos litigation law-
yer.

We are going to have a bus tak-
ing members from Gosford — this has
been donated by some kind person.

You can’t talk to just anybody
about it you have to talk to somebody
who has been through it themselves
otherwise they haven’t got a clue.

Readers may contact Marie
by fax: 02 4329 3820 or by
phone: 02 432 5064. &

Health Hazard

Because they are so small, asbes-
tos fibres can easily penetrate body
tissue.

Their indestructibility means the
body’s natural defences cannot break
them down. Their presence can lead
to scarring of the lung (asbestosis)
and a variety of fatal cancers.

No-one knows exactly how
many deaths have been caused by
asbestos because it is often misdiag-
nosed. Its effects can take up to 40
years to become apparent.

Who is At Risk?

Any exposure (even trivial and
remote in time) must be considered
potentially harmful.

Asbestos use has been very wide-
spread e.g., insulation, roofing, walls
and fences, brake linings, pipes, tex-
tiles, floor tiles, paints, cement, plas-
tics, gaskets and many others.

Persons who work directly or
in-directly with these products must
consider themselves at risk.

Anyone whose job or house is
located near an asbestos work areas
must consider himself or herself
at risk. Anyone who brings asbes-
tos dust home on his or her clothes
or boots must consider the family
at risk.

Children: “The risk of (fatal)
Mesothelioma is very much higher
when exposure occurs early in
life”... USA Health and Safety
Commission.

How Great is the Risk?

There is no minimum safe level
of exposure.

Risk increases with increased
exposure. The risks of asbestos are
well known. People who have been
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No exposure sate

A protest in Sydney against the importation of Canadian asbestos

exposed to it in the past may develop
problems in the future. There is no
necessity for new exposure to take
place.

What can you do?

Occupational exposure: when
working with asbestos follow proper
safety procedures as laid down by
government and enforced by union
bodies and have regular medical
checkups.

Stop Smoking: research shows
that asbestos workers who smoke
are 90 times more likely to develop
lung cancer than workers who don’t
smoke.

ACTU proposals
to eradicate and control asbestos

1. Ban imports and local production of raw asbestos and
products that contain asbestos.

2. Establish a public registry of asbestos-contaminated
building sites.

3. Accelerate the clean-up rate of existing asbestos.

4. Ensure better care for asbestos victims.

5. Place a global ban on asbestos products. &

Be alert for warning signs: short-
ness of breath, persistent cough-
ing, large rapid weight loss, chest or
abdominal pain, blood in the sputum.

Protect yourself and your
family

Avoid exposure
fibres

All asbestos is potentially dan-
gerous.

It should either be professional
sealed through permanent encapsu-
lation and enclosure or removed.

to asbestos

Occupational Exposure
to Asbestos

It would be safe to say the num-
ber of asbestos related illnesses is
under-estimated.

Any industrial process that
causes a worker or his or her fam-
ily to be exposed to any foreign sub-
stance in a form which enables it to
gain entry into the body should be
regarded as potentially hazardous.

No-one should be required to work
with any chemicals that can be inhaled,
ingested or absorbed into the body.

Many such work practice would
be challenged through the relevant
Occupational health and Safety Act.

The number of people with
mesothelioma and other asbestos-
related lung cancer is expected to
increase to 53,000 by the 2020.

Mesothelioma is a horrendous
disease which could be avoided with
proper education and enforcement
of correct occupational health and
safety practices.

For further information and
advice, contact your Trade Union.
Acknowledgements to the
Asbestos Diseases Foundation of
Australia for the above material.
Ella Sweeny may be contacted at
the Asbestos Diseases Foundation
of Australia at:

Email esweeney@pnc.com.au
Phone (02) 9637 8759

or 0414 893 826

Fax (02) 9897 3259

There are also statutory
bodies such as workers’ com-
pensation and dust disease
boards, and support groups
around Australia. &

Halliburton, the company that Dick Cheney resigned from to
become US Vice President, and its subsidiaries have had more
than a quarter of a million law suits filed against them since 1976
by workers suffering from asbestos-related disease.

Halliburton’s (fundraising) polit-
ical action committees (PACs) and
Cheney contributed US$494,452 to
congressional candidates from 1997
through mid-2000.

Of that, US$157,500 went to
members of Congress who co-spon-
sored asbestos legislation to limit the
ability of workers to sue companies
for asbestos exposure.

Halliburton defended their con-
tributions and noted that they were
made in full compliance with cam-
paign laws.

“Our PAC has made contribu-
tions without regard to the pending
asbestos legislation. Any similarities

between the supporters of such leg-
islation and the recipients of contri-
butions from our PAC is purely coin-
cidental”, Zelma Branch, a company
spokeswoman, said.

Dave Gribbins, Halliburton’s
vice president for government
affairs, added, “We give money to
candidates for a variety of reasons,
usually to those who are supportive
of the business agenda, the things
that are important to us, like taxes,
trade or something specific like this
asbestos issue.”

The Bill (which failed to pass)
called for the establishment of an
Office of Asbestos Compensation

under the Justice Department.

Government-approved doctors,
using criteria defined in the law,
would be gatekeepers, issuing a pass
to qualifying victims who wished
to sue or seek a government-deter-
mined settlement.

Public-interest groups estimate
that over the past 25 years, settlements
have been made in more than one mil-
lion asbestos cases industry-wide, and
450,000 more may be pending.

Asbestos was used for decades in
protective clothing, insulations, pipe
coatings, fireproofing and many
other industrial uses. Millions were
exposed to the deadly fibres.

USAction, ahealth care consumer
group affiliated with organisations
including the American Federation
of State, County and Municipal
Employees; the Communication

Corporate murder

Workers of America; and the Service
Employees International Union,
opposed the legislation and didn’t
mince words when asked for its
view.

“The Cheney-led Halliburton Co
has been an integral part of an asbes-
tos industry which knowingly poi-
soned its own workers for years and
is still trying to get off the hook.”

The industry is only interested
in relieving corporations of their
responsibilities to protect the health
and safety of workers and compen-
sate workers injured by their wrong-
doing.

It’s time the CEOs and manage-
ment of corporations were punished
for their crimes — the taking of work-
ers’ lives through exposure to asbes-
tos is nothing short of murder in pur-
suit of profits. &
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Opposition grows against the
repressive Homeland Bil

Bobby L Harnage, president of the 600,000-member American
Federation of Government Employees (AFGE), denounced a
so-called “compromise” version of George W Bush’s Homeland
Security Bill as a “Trojan Horse” that would destroy union rights
for 170,000 federal workers in the new agency.

by Tim Wheeler

His warning was echoed by the
American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) in recent full-page ads in
Washington-area newspapers, charg-
ing that the Homeland Security leg-
islation is a “Bill of wrongs” that
threatens the Constitution.

“The American public needs to
know that the President’s so-called
compromise Bill for the Homeland
Security Department is a Trojan
Horse”, Harnage said.

He was reacting to George W
Bush’s announcement at a White
House news conference the day after
the November 5 election, demanding
that the Senate drop its objections to
the House-passed Homeland Bill and
send it to his desk during the current
lame-duck session.

There is nothing
more powerful
in this country
than the people

demanding change.

Bush made clear he expects
Congress to deliver on his agenda,
making permanent and speeding
up the $1.7 trillion tax giveaway to
the rich, and his ultra-right judicial
appointments. He promised a war on
Irag whenever he decides to launch
an attack.

The November 5 election shifted
majority control of the Senate back

to the Republicans but the decision
of Minnesota’s Dean Barkley, named
to fill out the remaining weeks of the
late Senator Paul Wellstone’s term,
preserved Democratic control until
next January 5.

However, the Senate leadership
bowed to Bush on November 12,
agreeing to support his version of
the Homeland Security Bill.

“It may be called ‘homeland
security’ but it has nothing to do with
improving security”, Harnage charged.

“All it does is strip federal work-
ers of the right to defend themselves
in the workplace.

“This terrible piece of legisla-
tion gives the President the power
to strip unionised workers of their
ability to represent themselves on
matters as basic as hiring, firing,
promotions, appraisals, disciplinary
actions, matching pay to job duties:
the bread and butter of democratic
unionism.”

AFGE Legislative Director Beth
Moten told the People’s Weekly
World, “We’re asking the Senators
to oppose this legislation and fight it
now in the same way they fought it
before the elections.

“This Bill will destroy rights that
workers have now. It is going to be
profoundly demoralising for these
federal employees and will under-
mine homeland security.”

The ACLU’s Washington Director,
Laura Murphy, said, “Congress needs
to pass a Bill that forbids citizen spies,
racial profiling and civil rights abuses
by federal authorities.”

All these abuses are permitted
in the Bush Homeland Security Bill
approved by the House, Murphy said.

The version introduced by
Senator Joseph Lieberman of
Connecticut protects union rights
“but falls short in other important
areas”, Murphy said. She pointed
out that the Lieberman measure
would permit Attorney General
John Ashcroft’s TIPS stoolpigeon
program and clears the way for a
national ID program. Neither of
these repressive measures are per-
mitted in the House Bill.

Hand-in-hand with the
Homeland Security legislation is a
Pentagon-based spying operation to
obtain “billions” of pieces of infor-
mation from people’s Internet mail,
telephone records, credit cards, bank
transactions and travel documents
without a search warrant.

The director of the program is
Admiral John Poindexter, the for-
mer National Security Adviser in
the Reagan administration who was
exposed as a criminal in the Iran-
contra conspiracy.

The drive by the Bush adminis-
tration to build up a repressive infra-
structure in the name of “homeland
security” echoes the late 1960s and
early 1970s, when, as Christopher
Pyle charged in a January 1970
Washington Monthly article, the
Pentagon, together with the FBI and
CIA, “assembled the essential appa-
ratus of a police state”.

Olga Vives, Vice President of the
National Organization for Women,
told the World, “The danger in this
situation is that the Bush administra-
tion sees the election as a mandate
when in fact there was no mandate.

“There was only a shift of about
32,000 votes that gave him a major-
ity Republican Senate. The country
is deeply divided on the issues.

“We have to lead the people of
this country who do not agree with
Bush’s repressive agenda. We need
to slow the situation down and look

“The need is collective
international security”

Statement by the

World Federation of Trade Unions

Alarmed by the increasing threats to global peace and security,
millions of people — men, women and children — have taken part
in peace marches in Europe, America and other continents. The
most recent peace march in Florence protesting, in particular,
against the war planned against Iraq, is considered as the largest

in the region in recent times.

Widely recognised as the con-
science of humankind, these peace
marches call for effective steps
by the UN and member govern-
ments to uphold the principles of
the UN Charter and work for peace
and security, and use all available
resources to deal with the mount-
ing economic and social problems —
and, in particular, to eliminate pov-
erty, illiteracy, unemployment and
underemployment and other acute
social problems.

The working people and trade
unions the world over are bound
to ask these very questions to the
Heads of States and Governments
who are coming to Prague for the
NATO SUMMIT November on 21-
22 this year.

It is claimed by the organisers that
the Prague Summit of NATO leaders
is designed to take forward the further
transformation of the Alliance.

Instead of implementing the UN
decisions to promote disarmament
for development, the biggest mili-
tary powers continue to increase
their military budgets and pressures
are put on other NATO member
countries to act likewise.

New members are being recruited
to join the Alliance.

A new round of the nuclear arms
race including star wars projects is
about to begin.

That is why the WFTU and other
civil society organisations want to
urge the NATO Summit not to esca-
late the military budgets and the

arms race but agree to implement
UN decisions to promote disarma-
ment for development.

According to the Stockholm
International ~ Peace  Research
Institute  (SIPRI), Global mili-
tary spending in 2001 amounted to
US$839 billion. The 15 major spend-
ers account for over three-quarters of
world military spending.

Five countries account for over
half. The United States accounts for
36 per cent, followed by Russia with
six per cent and France, Japan and the
UK with about five per cent each.

High income countries also have
the highest per capita spending. In
some of these countries, annual mil-
itary expenditure exceeds US$1000
per capita.

The time has come to insist that
this huge diversion of development
resources to military budgets and an
arms race must end and that all mili-
tary alliances disband.

Like the institutions for
European Security which already
exist, all states should promote and
establish mechanisms for collec-
tive security at the international and
regional levels. &

ahead to 2004 as a time to reverse
what happened November 5.”
Asked how people should
respond to Bush’s offensive, Vives
replied, “Organise, organise, orga-
nise. There is nothing more power-
ful in this country than the people
demanding change. We are going
to coalesce with our allies. We want
the Senate to filibuster when Bush

nominates far-right judges to the
judiciary.

“Bush did not get a filibuster-
proof Senate! We are going to con-
duct an aggressive educational cam-
paign on the issues. We have the
power of protest and we will go back
to the streets to rally people on issues
of importance to women.”

People’s Weekly World &

Thousands
demonstrate
in Greece

Thousands of people took to the streets of Greece on Novem-
ber 17 in massive anti-imperialist, anti-NATO rallies all around
the country. The demonstrations were held to commemorate the
anniversary of the student uprising of the Polytechnic University
of Athens in 1973 against the fascist regime of the “Black Colo-
nels”, the US and NATO-backed military dictatorship.

The struggle against imperialism
and NATO, imperialist plans for war
on Iraq, solidarity with Palestine,
and the demand for Greek soldiers
to stay in Greece were some of the
main issues raised in this year’s dem-
onstration.

“There is only one enemy — impe-
rialism”, “US — Murderers of the peo-
ple”, “NATO bases out!” “Cyprus
united and independent” were some
of the slogans at the rallies.

In Athens, the demonstration
ended in front of the US embassy,
despite “appeals” by the Secretary of

PASOK (the ruling social democratic
party) not to demonstrate there.

The marchers included a large
number of young people, marching
in the ranks of the Communist youth
organisation KNE and the various
organisations of the popular move-
ment such as “Action-Thessaloniki
2003” and the trade union group
PAME.

Notable among them was a
group of soldiers in uniform march-
ing together with the people, a scene
calculated to send shivers down the
spine of any capitalist. &
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Dangerous Palestine [~ (=
developments

First of all: the bloody incident on November 15 in Hebron,
during which 12 Israelis and three Palestinians were Killed and 14
wounded, was not a “massacre of innocent Jewish worshippers on
their way home from Friday Night prayers at the Patriarch Cave
in Hebron, perpetrated by Palestinian terrorists”, as the Israeli
Government and foreign ministry spokespersons claimed in their
handouts to the foreign media, and repeated again and again.
Those who returned from their prayer to the nearby Kiryat-Arba
settlement were all at home at their Sabbath evening dinner tables

when that incident occurred.
by Hans Lebrecht

In fact, the 12 Israelis killed
were not civilian Jewish worship-
pers but were all officers and men of
the Israeli army and border police.
They fell during two hours of com-
bat, after having been ambushed by
a small group of Palestinian militants
of the Islamic Jihad at a bend of the
less than four-kilometre road from
Hebron to Kiryat-Arba.

The three attacking Palestinians
were killed too. Among the Israeli
victims was the commander of
the Hebron Brigade, Colonel Dror
Weinberg, the most high-ranking
officer killed since the outbreak of
the current Intifada 22 months ago,
as well as five sergeants, corporals
and six privates.

The Islamic Jihad maintained
that the ambush was in retaliation
for the extra-juridical execution
of one of their leading members,
Eyad Sawalha, five days earlier. The
Israeli security services claimed that
he was responsible for a murderous
attack on Kibbutz Meretz, in which
two women, two small kids and the

security official of the Kibbutz, had
been killed.

The whole affair points to a
further sharp escalation of the san-
guinary mutual retaliation-for-
retaliation and revenge acts. This
catastrophic escalation should be
seen against the background of the
current right-wing Sharon-Mofaz-
Netanyahu transition cabinet and
the pre-election rightist upsurge in
Israel’s political spectrum.

Hebron city in the southern part
of the occupied West Bank has a
Palestinian population of 150,000.
About 450 all-Jewish ultra-messi-
anic fundamentalists have occupied
some houses and compounds in an
Israeli-occupied part of the city (20
percent), in which there are also
some 20,000 Palestinian residents.

This interim arrangement was
signed in 1998 between the then
Prime Minister Netanyahu and
Palestinian leader Arafat as part of
the framework of the 1993 Oslo
Declaration of Principles.

Now, Foreign Minister
Netanyahu and Prime Minister
Sharon have declared that the whole

Oslo agreement and the interim
arrangements accordingly are null
and void.

Only a few weeks ago the
Israeli occupation army pulled out
of the town of which 80 percent
is officially administered by the
Palestinian authorities.

Now, as a reprisal for the
November 15 incident the army has
returned with tanks, armored troop
carriers and heavy bulldozers into
the Palestinian city, to continue its
work of destruction and violation of
human rights.

In the wake of last Friday’s
bloody event, a group of Kiryat-
Arba settlers have set up an “out-
post” tent encampment at the site of
the incident.

They demand that all the
Palestinian houses along that road
should be eliminated and the road
to be broadened and become a forti-
fied “security promenade”, connect-
ing Kiryat-Arba with the Cave of the
Patriarchs in Hebron.

Sharon was quick to visit the
gang and promise them he would
comply with their demands.

The first houses along that road
had already been destroyed. From
the 20,000 Palestinian residents of
the Israeli occupied area only about
4000 might be allowed to remain.
The others would be expelled
either into the Palestinian admin-
istrated parts of the city, added to
the 150,000 Palestinians residing
there, or be “transferred” some-
where else. @

Abuse by
Canadian police

Members of the Vancouver Police Department have been linked
to torture, beatings, unlawful detention, illegal entry into homes
and illegal strip searches, a new study reveals.

The report, entitled 7o Serve
and Protect, was prepared by Pivot
Legal Society. It contains the results
of a nine-month research project that
collected affidavits from 50 individ-
uals, each statement carefully docu-
mented and sworn before a lawyer.
Many of the victims are residents of
the Downtown Eastside, Canada’s
poorest postal code and a neighbour-
hood mired in a terrible public health
emergency.

“We’ve heard horrific accounts
of people being beaten while hand-
cuffed”, said John Richardson, exec-
utive director of Pivot. “These sto-
ries compelled us to investigate how
police were acting in the Downtown
Eastside. We have discovered that
reports of beatings were only a
small part of a bigger problem of
police abuse.”

Michael Jackson QC, a law pro-
fessor at the University of British
Columbia and a co-author of the
report, said “The way state authori-

ties treat the most disadvantaged
members of society, whether in the
back alleys of the Downtown East
side of Vancouver or in the nation’s
prisons, is a fair measure of how far
we have come in respecting the basic
human and legal rights the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
accords us all.

“By that measure, the Pivot
report casts a deep and disturbing
shadow over Vancouver’s reputation
on the international map of justice.”

Twelve of the 50 statements
report incidents in which members
of the VPD used violence that meets
the United Nations definition of
torture. Six individuals report bro-
ken bones or teeth, and eight others
describe incidents in which beatings
took place after they had surrendered
or were placed in handcuffs.

Thirty-six of the statements
report incidents of unreasonable
force exceeding police authority
under the Criminal Code. In only

The future is socialism
Fight for a world of peace and justice?
You need...

§GUARDIAN

eight of those 36 cases were charges
ever laid against the victim.

Seven statements report inci-
dents of individuals being told to
“get out of town”, having “no-go
zones” imposed on them or being
arbitrarily transported to a different
part of town.

Such limits on personal mobil-
ity breach the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms, and can only lawfully be
imposed by a court after a full and
fair hearing. No hearings were ever
held for these individuals, because
the police played judge and jury
right on the street.

Seven statements report incidents
of illegal strip searches, exceeding
narrow limits put on strip searches
by the Supreme Court of Canada.
In one incident the individual was
left naked in public while the offi-
cers laughed.

In seven cases, citizens who
stopped to witness incidents were
ordered to leave. Several were
threatened with illegal confinement
or assault if they did not obey, dem-
onstrating a clear intention by VPD
members to hide their acts from pub-
lic scrutiny.

In the vast majority of reported
incidents, a criminal charge was
never laid against any of the police
victims. The police actions took
place entirely outside the formal
criminal justice system and beyond
the scrutiny of the courts.

People’s Voice, Canada’s leading
communist paper. &

Palestinian President Yasser Arafat

_@ Global briefs

SOUTH AFRICA: The Council of South African Trade Unions
(COSATU) has condemned the growing gap between rich and
poor in South Africa. Recent data from the country’s Bureau
of Statistics show that the share of the poorest 60% of house-
holds in the national income has dropped by almost 15% and
the income of the average household has fallen 19% while that
of the average white household has climbed 15%. COSATU
says the data is underlined by the impact of rising unemploy-
ment with the jobless rate rising from 16% in 1995 to 30%
today. The unions are calling on the government to invest in
sectors that can create jobs and in public works and commu-
nity service programs and to step up land reform programs.

AFGHANISTAN: Afghan police have killed four students in pro-
tests in Kabul. The students are angry because of lack of food
and electricity on campus at Kabul University. Water cannons
were used on the students and police shot at them in a barrage
of automatic fire. “Death to the killers of our colleagues. We
want justice”, protestors shouted outside the dilapidated dormi-
tories where more than 3000 students from villages throughout
Afghanistan live in squalor. Kabul’'s fledgling police depart-
ment has received international training, mostly from German
police. “This is barbaric”, said Umaid, a social science student
who had leapt over a rusted fence to escape the shooting.

ARMENIA: Should a Communist candidate win Armenia’s pres-
idential election next February, Armenia will likely join the Rus-
sia-Belarus union. Armenian Communists have gathered the one
million signatures required to conduct a referendum on joining the
union. Many Armenians favour the idea of reuniting with Russia,
particularly since the vast majority of the population enjoyed a
better standard of living during the Soviet era than they do now.

RUSSIA: Duma deputies have rejected a draft resolution
that would have called on the Government to take coun-
termeasures when NATO expands eastwards. The failed
resolution also called on President Vladimir Putin to withdraw
from the Partnership for Peace Program with the US. Com-
munist Party leader Gennadi Zyuganov said that President
Putin’s statement that NATO poses no threat to Russia rep-
resents a defeat for the country’s foreign policy. “It is bitter
and strange to hear such a thing from the man who is the
supreme commander of our armed forces”, said Zyuganov.

USA: If you happened to be downtown in Manhattan on election
night you might have seen a huge demonic spectre in the form of
US Attorney-General John Ashcroft hung over a giant billboard
usually splashed with slinky models in tight jeans. No, Hallow-
een was not extended this year. Culture group complacent.org
dropped the gigantic banner with the Orwellian title “John Ashcroft
Is Watching You”. Said Will, a member of complacent.org: “We
wanted to remind people that while everyone — especially ac-
tivists — has been distracted by the war on Iraq, Ashcroft has
hidden himself away and pushed further and further with his
agenda. We wanted to remind people of our lost civil liberties.”
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WORTH WATCHING
Rob Gowland

previews

national public
television programs

Sun December 1
— Sat December 7

In Commanding Heights: The
Battle for the World Economy
(SBS 8.30pm Sundays), the
battle is not between socialism
and capitalism. That battle is
irrelevant, as far as this six-
part series is concerned. No, the
battle the makers of this pro-
gram believe to be all impor-
tant is between two approaches
to capitalism: Keynesian eco-
nomics (some government reg-
ulation) and Freidmanite free-
marketeers (no government
regulation).

This is a series that sees Margaret
Thatcher’s slashing of the workforce
in British coalmines from 180,000 to
less than 3000 workers as an interest-
ing application of Freidmanism.

Its worth can be judged from
this description issued by SBS: “The
series is built around extraordinary
interviews with world leaders and
thinkers from twenty different coun-
tries—including former President Bill
Clinton, Vice President Dick Cheney,
former USSR President Mikhail
Gorbachev, Mexican President
Vicente Fox, Supreme Court Justice
Stephen Breyer, Singapore’s Senior
Minister Lee Kuan Yew, former
Secretary of the Treasury Robert
Rubin, and President George W
Bush’s Economic Advisor Lawrence
Lindsey.”

There is inevitably much of inter-
est here, but its warped perspective
means it can draw few meaningful
conclusions.

K%ep an eye out for Mr

ean Animated (ABC
8.00pm Tuesdays). Animated in
Hungary, with Rowan Atkinson
not only doing the voice but mod-
elling the lead character, it works
surprisingly well. It is however,

inevitably more for children than
adults, unlike the original live-
action series.

To commemorate the Year

of The Outback, ABC
TV commissioned a group of 14
emerging filmmakers in Western
Australia to “visit the outback with
fresh eyes and to bring back snap-
shots of outback life, as a short
film”.

Produced with the assistance
of ScreenWest and the WA Film
& Television Institute, it’s a tried
and true formula that should have
resulted in some fresh, even vigor-
ous short films showing us a wide
variety of views of the WA Outback.

The result is Qutback Upfront
(ABC 6.30pm  Wednesdays).
Unfortunately, the producers appar-
ently doubted the appeal of the short
films on their own, so they sand-
wiched them into a sort of panel dis-
cussion.

An anchorwoman from ABC
Radio National asks ponderous and
or fatuous questions of a panel of
experts (aviation pioneer Nancy
Bird-Walton has to cope with such
searching questions as “What is
barnstorming?”’). The panel are
seated at desks as though for a press
conference, which contributes to the
overall dreariness.

The little films, wearing this for-
mat (plus a studio audience) like an
albatross, have a hard job making an
impact, which is a pity.

As if all those programs

about Hitler’s assorted
hangers-on, associates and old girl
friends, etc, weren’t enough, now
we have a program about Elvis
Presley’s hangers on, The Elvis
Mob, on The Big Picture (ABC
8.30pm Wednesday).

Elvis was a working class kid
from the low income housing proj-
ects of Memphis. He surrounded
himself with a group of friends of
his own age and background that he
could relate to.

When some shrewd promotion
propelled him into international
stardom, he took his group of guys
with him. Dubbed “The Mempbhis
Mafia”, they were a hedonistic group
of young batchelors who revelled in
the lifestyle of luxury hotels, limou-
sines, nightclubs and ever-present

young women only too willing to be
laid by one of Elvis’ friends, espe-
cially if it was at Gracelands itself.

While Elvis’ scheming manager,
Colonel Parker, lost a million dollars
a night of Elvis’s money at the Las
Vegas tables, “the guys” looked after
Elvis. If you are an Elvis fan who
can’t get enough Elvis trivia, then
this might just appeal.

The catastrophic problem

of salinity is the subject
of Silent Flood (ABC 8.00pm
Thursdays), a series of four half
hour programs that everyone
should see. If ever you needed
proof that traditional European
farming methods are not applica-
ble in Australia, here it is.

Narrator David Wenham reveals
first the consequence of colonial
farming techniques: clearing the land
for crops and grazing robs it of plants
to absorb the rainfall; water is left to
soak into the ground, where it eventu-
ally rises to the surface, bringing with
it the ancient salts of the earth. At the
surface the water evaporates leaving
salt and causing Dryland Salinity.

In the South-East of Australia
our most precious water resource,
the Murray-Darling River System,
is experiencing Irrigation Salinity:
After years of altering the natural
flow of the river through siphon-
ing water and feeding saline residue
back from waterlogged farm lands,
we have created a river that is on its
way to being undrinkable.

Grim, timely stuff.

It is 45 years since Sidney

Lumet brought the up-close
style of US live television drama
to the big screen with the Henry
Fonda classic Twelve Angry Men.
It is 40 years since Lumet worked
in television, having followed
Twelve Angry Men with a succes-
sion of movies that ranged from
The Pawnbroker to Murder On
The Orient Express.

Lumet’s original television work
was done when TV was “live”: the
production went out over the air just
as it was done on the little TV theatre
stage, fluffed lines, audience noises,
the lot. It meant actors and directors
had to really know their craft if it was
to be seamless and effective.

Now he’s back in television, with
a show of which he is “creator and

Keynesian economics vs free markets (Commanding Heights)

executive producer”. I haven’t seen
it, but it sounds regrettably ordinary.

The show is 100 Centre Street
(ABC 9:30pm Fridays), described
as “riveting night court series which
takes a look at the world of big-city
justice”. A one-hour drama series,
Centre Street “tells the powerful
story of prosecutors, judges, crimi-
nals and attorneys whose lives are
centred around Manhattan’s night
court and the illegal activity on the
city’s streets”.

In other words, it’s a clone of
Law And Order and shows of that
ilk. Mr Lumet’s credit as “creator”
seems a bit grand for something that
is basically made to a formula.

However, as I said, I have not
seen it yet, so perhaps it has hidden
potential. We shall see soon enough.

hen the Nazis needed to

put their despatch of peo-
ple to concentration camps on to
a more efficient basis, whom did
they turn to? Their good friend
and business associate Thomas
Watson, head of IBM.

Watson’s company had pio-
neered the wholesale use of Hollerith
machines, the first breakthrough in
fast information processing. With
IBM’s help, the Nazis were able to
step up the throughput of ultimately

millions of people to be used as slave
labour and then simply eliminated as
unwanted raw material.

Watson received a medal from
Hitler. Later, after the War started,
Watson set up ways of continuing
to reap profits from trading with the
Nazi regime.

He should have been hanged.
Instead he is celebrated, in King Of
Capitalism: IBM screening on As It
Happened (SBS 7.30pm Saturday)
for example, as “one of the greatest
businessmen of the 20" Century ... a
classic rags to riches story”.

He was in fact a corporate meg-
alomaniac: his employees were
expected to dedicate themselves
to the company. He had the walls
adorned with brainwashing slogans
everywhere (along with lots of pic-
tures of himself), and had company
songs written for the edification of
his workers. There was even an IBM
symphony!

The program is anything but
hostile, even though some “critics”
have been interviewed, people like
Edwin Black, author of the book,
IBM and the Holocaust. It has
been made with full access to the
IBM photo archive, even Watson’s
home movies. Corporate culture
rules, OK? &

Culture
& Life

Of workers and The
Telegraph

As we were carrying two large
CPA banners up to the rally
against the WTO and War on
Iraq on November 14, we were
heckled from across the street
by a small group of building
workers.

by Rob Gowland

The banners were colourful with
eye-catching graphics. One banner
was against the war (“No Blood for
Oil”) and the other against the WTO
(“Capitalism: Killing People and the
Earth”).

And yet these hard-hat wearing
workers, perched atop the hoarding
around a large high-rise project in
Sydney’s CBD, sneered, cat-called
and rotated their fingers beside their
heads to indicate that we were obvi-
ously mad.

It’s hard, being insulted by work-
ers, but it points up an important les-

son: the working class in broad terms
tends to be right about issues, but it
can be — and indeed, frequently is
— misled.

However, no matter how mislead
a particular group of workers may be
at any given time, their position as
objects of exploitation under capital-
ism inevitably means that, in time,
life itself will teach them.

If the party of scientific social-
ism has been working correctly, pre-
sumably it will be there to offer an
alternative analysis and program that
truly answers their needs.

We were on our way to, essen-
tially, a protest against capitalist glo-
balisation. The giant transnational
corporations have a vision they are
working towards, of a world with a
universal wage — of US$8 an hour,
with no penalty rates.

If the corporate proponents of
neo-liberalism and its concomitant
free-trade are allowed to have their
way, building workers like the ones
on the George St site will in the
not too distant future be replaced
by imported low-wage workers
from Asia or the Pacific, specially
brought in on contracts to work on
high-rise jobs for that low “univer-
sal wage”.

As a wise character says in
Waiting For Lefty, the famous
1930s’ play about striking New York
taxi drivers, ““You believe in theories
when they happen to you.”

The rally we were going to had
been in progress for much of the
morning, as a projected blockade of
the Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade turned into a “Reclaim the
Streets” demo, thanks in no small
measure to heavy-handed policing.

Actually, it was downright violent
policing. A huge number of coppers,
“ready for trouble” in black gloves,
blue overalls, forage-caps and heavy-
duty boots, had been hyped up to
“deal with” what the Police Minister
called “this ratbag element” and the
Murdoch tabloid The Daily Telegraph
called “a coalition of professional
protesters” no less.

All I can say is, it’s a very poorly
paid profession!

Under normal circumstances
The Telegraph positively dotes on
violence, giving it pride of place,
with graphic “eye-witness accounts”
and lots of (big) pictures. Along with
sex and disasters, it’s one of the main
ways the Murdoch stable sell their
various rags.

But in reporting the WTO pro-
tests, the Murdoch press chose to
take the moral high ground. Oh,
they didn’t forsake any of their usual
stunts: there were lots of in-your-
face photos of protesters being man-
handled, as well as plenty of emotive
and I-was-there reporting.

The front page was a large photo
of a surly-looking protester being
hauled away by three determined

coppers. The redness around the
protester’s teeth and his swollen lips
suggest that he had been smacked in
the mouth, which together with the
indignity of being denied his dem-
ocratic right to protest and roughly
bundled into a paddy wagon proba-
bly explained his surly look.

One Telegraph reporter referred
to those arrested as “a procession
of the unruly, unwashed and mostly
unrepentant”.

A photo of a young woman gri-
macing in pain in the grip of two
much bigger coppers was actually
captioned: “Wrist lock ... police
detain a woman protester during yes-
terday’s violent demonstration”.

Oh, well, if the protest was “vio-
lent” then the police obviously have
the right to inflict pain on young
women. Certainly The Telegraph
thinks they do.

According to protesters, there
are several cases of broken wrists
and many people with severe bruis-
ing. But what injuries did the police
suffer from all this “violence”?

The ease with which the police
allow a few overenthusiastic pro-
testers to provoke them into what
amounts to a police riot suggests
that, in fact, they — or more likely
their masters — prefer protests and
protesters to be perceived as violent.

The high moral ground staked
out by The Telegraph consisted of a
front page article, headlined “WHAT

A BLOODY DISGRACE”, that told
us in tones of outrage that the police
response to the WTO protests cost
“more than was raised in the tele-
thons for Australia’s drought-rav-
aged farmers and victims of the Bali
bombings”.

Can’t you just see the
Telegraph's editors rubbing their
hands with glee at being able to
deliver such a double whammy?
The drought and Bali. Clever, you
must admit.

It’s sophistry, of course. The huge
police presence was uncalled for, a
wanton waste of tax-payers’ money
by the Carr Labor Government.

The Telegraph’s front page story
went on: “The bill [for policing the
protests] would provide support for
more than 8,000 farming families
under the Federal Government’s sup-
port plan announced this week.

“It would also employ more than
110 extra nurses or teachers for 12
months or bankroll the planting of
20,000 trees.”

Well now, I must say it’s nice
to know the Murdoch press is
so concerned about the need for
more nurses, teachers and trees.
Presumably The Telegraph will now
start running articles extolling the
virtues of nurses and public school
teachers, as a prelude to launching a
campaign to raise money for them —
and for the environment.

Pigs might fly, too. &
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Fostering fear

Several weeks ago I attended
the opening of the International
Gay Games at the Sydney Football
Stadium, and prior to the cermony
we met at a friend’s house for
drinks.

One of the other guests was
recounting a story about how a
Muslim “friend of a friend” had
warned them not to attend the
Melbourne cup.

“Ridiculous urban myth”, 1
countered, and explained how the
Howard Government was deliber-
ately fostering this fear in order to
pass the “Terror Legislation”.

“That legislation is vital to
protect Australia” he replied,
“just look at Bali!” At that point
I decided to write him off as an
ignorant paranoid individual, and
not worth the effort.

As we were entering the stadium,
I quickly realised these were not mis-
informed fears of an individual, but
the pervasive view of the spectators.

Audible whispers amongst the
crowd: “this event is sure to be a
target”, and again — “I heard from a
friend of a friend that tonight...”

Of course the event passed with-
out incident, and indeed, as a staunch
republican brought me great joy
when the Australian team marched
into the stadium under a huge
Aboriginal flag, and the National
Anthem was performed by Koori
opera diva Debra Cheetham.

At the last minute though, terror
did strike. Thunderous bangs were
heard on the metal awning above our
heads. People ducked and screamed
— 1 did too. And the first thought that
raced through my mind? “We are
being bombed!”

It was fireworks, being fired
from the roof to explode over cen-
tre field.

If this is how I reacted, being
a person who has so far refused to
swallow Howard’s terror bullshit, I
can now better understand the fears
of the Australian public.

In this climate we must redou-
ble our efforts to spread the truth.
We must campaign tirelessly against
Howard’s lies, and the fascistic leg-
islation that is currently being con-
sidered in Parliaments all around
Australia.

The Guardian is an important
mouthpiece for that truth, and it is
incumbent upon all of us to ensure it
is distributed as widely as possible.

R Gaudio
Sydney, NSW

Right to feel
frightened

I wholeheartedly endorse the let-
ter of Bob Saltis (The Guardian 13/
11/02) and would like to add my little
bit of thought.

Never was there a time more
than now when The Guardian (and
all communist party papers through-
out the world) were needed.

With the ever-increasing flood
of misinformation, disinformation,
outright lies and propaganda that is
pouring from all arms of the capital-
ist media — print, radio and TV — it
is no wonder that the vast majority
of people are confused, bewildered,
apprehensive — even frightened.
They are swamped by the flood of
so-called news being directed at
them — cleverly calculated to have
that very effect and make them easier
to control.

Regular readers of The Guardian
and other such publications are not
confused or bewildered — they are
well aware of what is happening
and why.

The capitalist system is collaps-
ing under the weight of its corrup-
tion, ineptitude and decay, and no
amount of frantic efforts by its pro-
ponents and supporters can save it.

But with the world’s super power,
with the world’s greatest stockpile
of weapons of mass destruction —
including thousands of H bombs, in
the hands of madmen intent on world
domination — then we, all informed
and ill-informed, have every right to
feel frightened.

Only the combined efforts of the
whole of the world’s working class
can put a stop to the plans of these
madmen.

No to any war or military action
of any kind.

B Appleton
Killcare Hts, NSW

Anthrax letters a key
to 9/11

The revelations made in the pro-
gram, The Big Picture, recently
screened on the ABC, revealed some
very interesting facts about the origin
of the anthrax letters.

New processes in determining
the source of the anthrax strain point
to USAMID (United States Medical
Institute of Defence), a US army
medical research base, as the likely
source of the anthrax strain used in
the anthrax letters.

Personnel at USAMID noted that
research had been conducted at the
base in the early ’90s on Anthrax.
These personnel were later dis-
charged unfairly from USAMID.

A letter sent before the 9/11
attacks to the FBI tried to accuse an
Arab American scientist working at
USAMID of terrorist sympathies.
This man was later interviewed by
the FBI, and cleared of any such
involvement.

National Actions: War on Iraq! No Australian Involvement!

SYDNEY: Walk Against The War 30" November 12 noon Sydney Town Hall, march to Domain
Speakers include: John Pilger, Sharan Burrows, Bishop Pat Power, Sheikh Taj Aldin Alhilali, Actor John Howard, Jenny Morris
CNNNN, Sue Wareham (MAPW) More info: Alison Lyssa 0403-827-564,Hannah Middleton 0418-668-098

CANBERRA: Peace Rally 30th November 12 noon US Embassy
More info: Kathryn Kelly 02-6282-5366, 6247-2424, 0417-269-985

DARWIN: Peace Rally 1st December 10.30am Darwin Rapid Creek Market
More info: Merrile Ross 08-8948-3109, 08-8981-4714 08-8985-1295

BRISBANE: Candlelight Gathering for Peace 1st December 5.30 pm King George Square
6pm speakers, poetry, procession of light. More info: Annette Brownie 07 3843-1270 Don Sinnamon 3252 7101

MELBOURNE: Rally for peace 1st December 1pm State Library to Treasury Gardens
SPEAKERS: Senator Kerry Nettle, Senator Lyn Alison, Harry Quick MHR, Randa Abdel Fatah (Palestinian woman), Bilal
Clelland (Islamic Council), Jacob Grech, Chair: Leigh Hubbard (VTHC)

More info: Victoria Peace Network: 03-9659-3582, 0425-710-816

ADELAIDE: Peace Rally 30th November 11am Victoria Square
SPEAKERS: lan Maddox(MAPW, NCCPD), NUS-SA Environment officer,
More info: Mike Khizam: 0439-401-090 Anne McMenamin: 0416-116-532

PERTH: Peace Rally 8th December 12 noon Stirling Gardens
More info: Kevin 08 9477 6301 or 08 9248 9608 or visit www.groups.yahoo/nowar_alliance

NEWCASTLE: Walk Against the War 30" November

for details contact 4968 1281

LISMORE: rally 30" November 10am Spinks Park, Molesworth St

More info: 6622 2862
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After 9/11, the anthrax Iletters
were traced by the FBI to USAMID,
but the suspect was not the Arab
American scientist, but two scien-
tists with CIA connections.

On attempting to gain the CIA’s
help on the matter, the FBI hit a brick
wall.

The fact that the letter attempting
to frame the Arab American scientist
was sent before 9/11, and before the
anthrax attacks, and that CIA con-
nected USAMID scientists are sus-
pected of the crime, not only points
directly to CIA involvement with
the anthrax letters, but with the 9/11
attacks themselves.

The program, after giving all this
information, which logically pointed
to a US source for the attack, and
the likely CIA involvement, instead
pulled its punches and put forward a
theory that it was “a lone madman”
working at USAMID, and the CIA
was protecting him just because he’s
“someone important” and “close to
the top”.

Doesn’t sound very likely now,
does it?

Andrew Lund
Sydney, NSW

Who really planted
the bomb?

The TV and newspapers splashed
Amrozi, supposed Indonesian terror-
ist, grinning, laughing and waving
his arms around with laughing inter-
rogators.

This is so out of character for
someone being interrogated for a
bombing offence that could mean a
death sentence, as to be unbeliev-
able, unless he was high on drugs,
tablets or injections.

He had all the marks of a happy
drunk or someone on ecstasy tablets
or injected with hallucinatory drugs.

A Jakarta government source
said Amrozi “was hooked up to 220
volts, given a cup of scopolamine,
and 30 minutes later was ready to
swear he was George Bush”.

The US and  Australian
Governments and their media are
doing all they can to blame Muslims
for the Bali bombing, to demonise
Muslims as a way of popularising
the war on Iragq.

Who really planted the bomb?
Who gained?

Vic Williams
Perth, WA

Why do we need spy
planes?

John Howard says that a “Free
Trade” agreement between the
greatest economic power on earth,
the USA, and Australia, might result
in a “billion dollar” bonanza for
Australian farmers. Might, is right.

Howard’s current economic
policies have already resulted in a
billion-dollar bonanza for Boeing
Corporation. Boeing have just sold
four spy planes to Australia for three
and a half billion dollars. Senator
Hill took delivery at Boeing.

These spy in the sky planes,
which are a bit out of date, are not
“pie in the sky”. They have been paid
for by the Australian people. Doesn’t
Australia share all intelligence from
the US spy in the sky satellites, as
a result of their free occupation
of intelligence gathering bases on
Australian soil, e.g. Pine Gap?

Why do we need spy planes? The
sale has been kept very secret from
the Australian people... but, maybe,
the truth will out.

Denis Kevans
Wentworth Falls, NSW

l was init

The people of Indonesia are pro-
testing the invasion of their homes
by ASIO and Australian police in
Australia.

The one-time “Spice Islands”
have a long history of rebellion
against the Dutch colonialists who
ruled Indonesia for more than 300
years. Indonesia now has a popula-
tion of over 200 million.

Their revolution of 1926 did
not succeed. Its leaders, includ-
ing Sarjohno, Secretary of the PKI
(Communist Party), trade unionists
and militants were exiled as politi-
cal prisoners to a dreaded malaria
infested camp in the Dyul River.

Some came to Australia during
the war against Japan but were sent
to detention centres in Cowra and
Liverpool, NSW.

I was privileged to meet some
of them and participated in the
great movement here to help liber-
ate Indonesia from colonial rule.
Boycotts, strikes and militant
actions for Indonesian independence
were led by Jim Healy, Waterside
Workers, E V Elliot, Seamen’s
Union, Hughie Grant, Boilermakers’
Union and many more.

Workers employed by Qantas
refused to repair the Dutch Catalena
flying boats at Rose Bay. Asian sea-
men left-ships at Australian ports
and refused to take munitions for the
Dutch colonialists who attempted to
reoccupy Indonesia.

In 1949 the independent
Indonesian Republic was established
in Java, free from Dutch rule.

This revolution was suppressed
by General Suharto in 1965 in a sav-
age bloodbath and murder of more
than half a million people.

In spite of the anti-Asian state-
ments of John Howard and Defence
Minister Hill, the people of Indonesia
will continue their historic mission
started in 1926 and 1949.

Phyllis Johnson
Padstow NSW

Got something to say?

Letters of up to 400 words in length are preferred.

POLITICS IN THE PUB
6.00 to 7.45 every Friday night
GAELIC CLUB
64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills, Sydney
(Opposite Central Station)
Inquiries: Ph: 9818 3737 or 9660 6554
Website: http://www.politicsinthepub.org
Nov 29
WEST PAPUA, ACEH AND EAST TIMOR
IS HISTORY REPEATING ITSELF?
James Dunne - author of recently published Timor: Betrayal and
Nationhood; Rex Rumakik, West Papuan Pacific Representative;
Mahommed Dahlan, Free Aceh Movement
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China bashing
reaches new levels

The mass media has gone into overdrive in its reportage of the
recent Congress of the Communist Party of China.

by Peter Symon

The Sydney Morning Herald
headlined one article, “China rolls
out red carpet for capitalists” while
the ABC correspondent in China,
Eric Campbell, declared that “it’s
hard to see why they call themselves
communists anymore”, although if
these stories represented the reality
they would be head-over-heels with
delight and applause.

Pushing the same line, Green
Left Weekly headlines an article on
the CPC Congress: “CP welcomes
capitalists into its ranks” and goes
on to write of “China’s drawn out
process of capitalist restoration...”

Needless to say the capitalist
press latched on to the handful of
“entrepreneurs” who attended the
Congress while ignoring all the other
hard working achievers from among
the working class, farmers and intel-
lectuals.

When the Soviet Union was bro-
ken up by the treacherous leadership
of Gorbachev and Yeltsin, the mass
media trumpeted that “communism
is dead” and that “socialism does
not work”.

It is therefore difficult for the
media to now admit that socialist
China is forging ahead at a great pace
with GDP rising by an average of 9.3
percent over the last 13 years.

If China were really going “back
to capitalism” how is it that she has
sustained a growth rate three times
that of any of the developed capi-
talist countries?. China’s achieve-
ments can be contrasted with the vir-
tual collapse of the economy of the
Soviet Union when that country was
dismembered and did take the capi-
talist path.

Nor is communism dead as a
look around the world will show.

Discussion of the policies of
CPC (and achievements) are legiti-
mate but they need to be set in the
context of the past and the present
and the international situation rather
than by seizing on bits and pieces.
The construction of a new social-
ist society is a very complex pro-
cess and takes much more time than
some seem to think.

It is significant that Jiang Zemin
said at the Congress that state own-
ership should play the dominant role
and that expanding the state sector

and having it control “the lifeline of
the national economy is of crucial
importance in displaying the supe-
riority of the socialist system”. But
there will be other forms of owner-
ship as well in the long transition
period — collective, fully private,
joint state and private ownership,
joint foreign and state owned as well
as fully foreign owned.

It is this that is being portrayed as
“rolling out the red carpet for capital-
ists”, and as “capitalist restoration”.

Exactly the same allegations
were levelled at Lenin and the
Communist Party of the Soviet
Union in the early days following
the Russian revolution of 1917 when
the Party introduced in 1918 the
New Economic Policy or NEP as it
became known.

Socialism is not
about maintaining
poverty but about
providing a better
life for the working

people than can

be provided by
capitalism.

The following assertions come
from a Social Democrat of that
period: “The policy of Soviet power
... has lately pursued more and more
openly a course of compromise with
the bourgeoisie and has assumed an
obviously anti-working class char-
acter. On the pretext of nationalis-
ing industry, they are pursuing a pol-
icy of establishing industrial trusts,
and on the pretext of restoring the
productive forces of the country,
they are attempting to abolish the
eight-hour day, [and] to introduce
piece-work ... This policy threat-
ens to deprive the proletariat of its
most important economic gains and
to make it a victim of unrestricted
exploitation by the bourgeoisie.”
(Quoted by Lenin in “Lefi-Wing”
Childishness and the Petty-bour-
geois Mentality Section V).

Lenin also quotes an article
from the “Left” communists in
their misnamed publication called

Kommunist: “The introduction of
labour discipline in connection with
the restoration of capitalist manage-
ment of industry cannot considerably
increase the productivity of labour,
but it will diminish the class initia-
tive, activity and organisation of the
proletariat. It threatens to enslave the
working class ... In order to imple-
ment this system ... the Communist
Party would have to rely on the petty
bourgeoisie, as against the workers,
and in this way, would ruin itself as
the party of the proletariat.” (1bid).

Lenin ridiculed such ideas.
“Only those are worthy of the name
of Communists who understand that
it is impossible to create or introduce
socialism without learning from the
organisers of the trusts. For socialism
is not a figment of the imagination,
but the assimilation and application
by the proletarian vanguard, which
has seized power, of what has been
created by the trusts. We, the party
of the proletariat, have no other way
of acquiring the ability to organise
large-scale production on trust lines
... except by acquiring it from first-
class capitalist experts”.

Lenin went on, “...if we are not
Communists of infantile age and
infantile understanding, [we] must
learn from them, and there is some-
thing to learn, for the party of the
proletariat and its vanguard has no
experience of independent work in
organising giant enterprises which
serve the needs of scores of mil-
lions of people.” (Ibid).(Italics in the
original).

And again: “At the same time
socialism is inconceivable unless
the proletariat is the ruler of the
state. This is also ABC. (Emphasis
added) (Ibid Section IV).

The Russian New Economic
Policy was designed to promote
rapid economic rehabilitation and to
pave the way for the socialist recon-
struction of the economy, and it did
just that.

There are obvious parallels
between the New Economic Policy
implemented in the early stages
of the economic construction of
the Soviet Union and the current
policy being implemented by the
Communist Party of China.

I had the opportunity of visit-
ing the People’s Republic of China
some years ago and visited an enter-
prise set up by Australian capital. It
was turning out small refrigerators.
In answering questions about this sit-
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China’s new leader, Hu Jintao.

uation my Chinese hosts pointed out
that they needed to learn manage-
ment skills, obtain technical know-
how and obtain capital.

The Australian capitalists pro-
vided products needed by the
Chinese people and it is in this sense
that they helped to build socialism.
They, of course, made profits and
perhaps dreamed that they would
eventually overthrow the Party lead-
ership and re-establish a fully capi-
talist China.

Socialism is not about maintain-
ing poverty but about providing a
better life for the working people of
town and country than can be pro-
vided by capitalism.

The mass media is also attempt-
ing to make great play with the
fact that some who are owners of
property may join the Communist
Party. The real question is the politi-
cal convictions of the person con-
cerned. The conditions of member-
ship are support for the Program and
Constitution of the Party, activity
in a Party organisation, observance
of Party decisions and payment of
membership dues.

At the same time Communist
Parties pay attention to maintaining
their predominant working class
character.

This is why Jiang Zemin said at
the Congress: “We should recruit
Party members mainly from work-
ers, farmers, intellectuals and ser-
vicemen, thus expanding the basic
components and backbone of the
Party. We should admit into the
Party advanced elements of other
social strata who accept the Party’s
program and constitution, work for
the realisation of the Party’s line and
program consciously, and meet the
qualifications of Party membership
following a long period of test ...”
(Emphasis added).

Of course there are difficulties
and dangers to be met. The class
nature of society remains a real-
ity and must not be played down;
the ideological struggle for social-

ist principles must not be relegated;
“entrepreneurs” who become mil-
lionaires have accumulated their
wealth by exploiting the labour of the
workers and the objective of social-
ism is to eliminate the exploitation of
man by man. Neglect of any of these
matters could endanger socialism
and undermine the rule of the work-
ing class and its allies.

The realities of the world situation
marked by the dismemberment of the
Soviet Union and the rampage by US
imperialism has also to be taken into
account. How is the world to be saved
from imperialist domination -- a dan-
ger that is going to persist for several
decades in all probability?

There is an obligation on the Party
leadership of the People’s Republic of
China to build economic and political
strength as quickly as possible.

The same obligation rested on
the leaders of the Soviet Union
when Hitlerism came to power in
Germany in 1933 and announced
its objective of world domination.
The Soviet Union also pursued a
“forced march” of rapid industri-
alization and, as a result, was able
to defeat the Nazi challenge and the
threats from other western imperi-
alist states.

What is usually not understood
by the critics from developed cap-
italist countries (who have never
had the responsibility of building a
socialist society except in books), is
that the transition from capitalism to
socialism occupies a long historical
period and is not achieved by wav-
ing some magic wand or by rhetori-
cal speeches and slogans.

To quote Lenin once again:
“when the problem of taking power
arose and the Bolsheviks explained
it to the whole people, [we] stressed
the necessity for a prolonged, com-
plex transition ... from capitalist
society (and the less developed it is,
the longer the transition will take)
...” (Report to the Second All-Russia
Congress of Political Education
Departments. October 1921). &
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