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DICTATORIAL POWERS
Carr Govt’s terror laws

by Marcus Browning

The powers also allow police 
to detain foreigners without trial 
if there is “reasonable suspicion” 
they have terrorist links, give po-
lice unfettered access to the files of 
government departments without 
needing a court order, demand 
disclosure of the files, faxes and 
phone calls of members of activist 
organisations, and charge activists 
if they fail to reveal information 
about terrorist suspects.

People can be prosecuted 
for revealing information about 
facilities such as nuclear sites or 
the movement of nuclear mate-
rial when authorities consider such 
information to “prejudice the secu-
rity of the state”.

“Reasonable force” can be used 
to take photos of those detained, 
and they can also be ordered to 
remove items of clothing.

Police have more power to 
conduct electronic surveillance 
of individuals and to detain and 
interrogate them without access to 
a lawyer.

The legislation lays the 
groundwork for the next phase 
of draconian laws nation-wide. It 
aligns the State Government with 
the Federal Government’s terror 
legislation while at the same time 
introducing new laws that may be 
adopted or triggered federally.

No other State has proposed 
such legislation. Carr’s legislation 
is far more serious than an election 
ploy with NSW voters going to the 
polls next March. Carr has dem-
onstrated time and again that he 
and his government are ideologi-

cally committed to the imposition 
of police-state authoritarianism. 
(See WTO story page 3 for an 
example.)

Like the Howard Government, 
the Carr Government knows that 
the economic austerity programs 
being implemented are creating 
ever stronger opposition and resis-
tance. In order to enforce globali-
sation and give open slather to the 
operations of the big corporations, 
dictatorial powers are being intro-
duced.

At the time when the Olym-
pic laws were introduced Carr 
clearly had long-range objectives 
beyond the Games themselves. 
That legislation, which allows for 
the use of the military at power 
stations, dams, water treatment 
plants and other facilities will be 
reinstated.

These laws take away the right 
to freedom of expression, the right 
to protest, freedom of assembly 
and movement: rights which have 
been guaranteed by law.

They allow for the searching 
and removal of persons on the 
thinnest of pretexts by the police, 
the military and “authorised per-
sons”.

They give security forces the 
power to warn, search and remove 
persons from public places. They 
may prevent the distribution of 
promotional material; stop the use 
of cameras, recording or broad-
casting equipment; search people 
and their possessions; demand 
names, addresses and proof of 
identity; seize property and issue 
on-the-spot fines.

They allow for large-scale use 

of military forces against civilians 
through the federal Defence Legis-
lation Amendment (Aid to the Ci-
vilian Authorities) Bill, introduced 
in June, 2000. The military can 
even shoot civilians down in the 
street with impunity.

Additional changes to these 
laws will include the NSW Crime 
Commission being given extra 
powers to carry out surveillance 
and spy on citizens. Convictions 
for “terrorist” offences will range 
from 10 years to life.

The head of the Crime Com-
mission, Phillip Bradley, has been 
seconded by the Howard Govern-

ment to oversee the setting up of 
an Australian Crime Commission 
along the lines of the American 
FBI.

The NSW Commission is to 
have a permanent representative 
from ASIO and a Police Counter-
Terrorism Coordination Command 
of 70 paramilitary officers. The 
NSW Government has also set up 
a Cabinet Committee on Counter 
Terrorism which is meeting with 
the FBI this week. The Commit-
tee is comprised of Carr, Treasurer 
Michael Egan, Attorney-General 
Bob Debus and Police Minister 
Michael Costa. 

NSW taxpayers will also pay 
for new bomb disposal and fo-
rensic equipment, an eight-seat 
Eurocopter to transport bomb and 
forensic experts, new technology 
for electronic surveillance and bio-
logical, chemical and radiological 
equipment.

The laws add to the already 
extremely dangerous attack on the 
right to demonstrate, take strike 
action and generally express dis-
sent against unacceptable govern-
ment policies. They represent a 
threat to the rights and freedoms 
of all Australians and must be 
resisted.  J

Under cover of anti-terrorism, the NSW Carr Govern-
ment has rushed through Parliament laws that attack 
fundamental civil liberties and democratic rights. Under 
the Terrorism (Police Powers) Bill police only have to 
have “reasonable grounds” to suspect a terrorist attack 
to pre-emptively detain and search suspects without a 
warrant.

Correction
In its November 6 issue The Guardian published on page 
1 an article headlined “Violent ASIO/Police Raids” with an 
acknowledgement to Mike Head as the author. Unfortu-
nately this article was published without the author’s per-
mission or acknowledgement to the original source, the 
World Socialist Web Site. We apologise for this omission.
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“The people of Dajarra have suf-
fered for long enough and the news 
that finally something is happen-
ing is like an early Christmas pres-
ent for us”, said ATSIC Regional 
Councillor and Dajarra resident 
Jason Connolly.

Dajarra, population 270, lies 
150km south of Mount Isa in 
Cloncurry Shire, in Queensland. 
In its heyday Dajarra was the larg-
est trucking centre in the world, 
with cattle brought in from all over 
north-west Australia to be put on 
the train to the Townsville meat-
works.

“The people of Dajarra have 
been waiting for this day for more 
than a decade and we are pleased 
that the local and state governments 

are going to meet their obligations”, 
said Noel Sarmardin, Chair of the 
ATSIC Gulf and West Queensland 
Regional Council.

The $477,000 funding required 
for the project has finally been allo-
cated to the Cloncurry Shire Council 
by the Queensland Department of 
Local Government and Planning.

For many years the Queensland 
and other state governments have 
expected ATSIC to provide basic 
services like water and sewerage to 
townships despite the fact that water 
supplies are the responsibility of 
local and state governments.

Such buck passing by state and 
local governments is a serious prob-
lem for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities, as highlighted 

in a recent Commonwealth Grants 
Commission report into funding of 
Indigenous communities.

That report called for equitable 
provision of services to Indigenous 
communities and pointed out that 
“mainstream programs and ser-
vices have the same responsibility 
to assist Indigenous Australians as 
other Australians”.

“I only hope that other predom-
inately Aboriginal townships don’t 
have to go through what we’ve put 
up with for years.

“Imagine whitefellas in south-
east Queensland having to daily 
collect their water in bottles from a 
bore at the edge of their town. It just 
wouldn’t happen.

“We are ratepayers, we are citi-
zens of this country and this State 
and yet for some reason we’ve had 
to wait years for the same access 
to water other Queenslanders take 
for granted”, concluded Councillor 
Connolly.  J
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Trade based on
mutual benefit and respect

As part of a free trade agreement (FTA) with Australia the 
US is seeking agreement from Australia to remove any laws or 
regulations that might restrict or disadvantage the exports of 
US transnational corporations to Australia. They include Aus-
tralian labelling laws regarding genetically modified products; 
quarantine regulations that restrict the import of agricultural 
products including chicken, pork, Florida oranges, and stoned 
fruits; and the lifting of all tariffs on clothing and textile im-
ports.

The use of the term “free trade agreement” is misleading to 
say the least, as one of the main focuses in negotiations will be 
on the services sector. Free trade in services means the lifting 
of all restrictions and controls over foreign investment  prac-
tice this means corporate control of the provision of water, 
electricity, telecommunications, education, health and other 
services.

One of the demands of the US is for the removal of the For-
eign Investment Review Board as part of the Government’s 
abandonment of its power to veto major foreign investments 
and control.

For example, the recent decision by the Australian Com-
petition and Consumer Commission to allow the sharing of 
programs between Optus and Foxtel pay-TV opens the way 
to further winding back restrictions on monopoly control and 
ownership of the media. Cross media ownership, foreign own-
ership, local content and all the other rules that stand in the 
way of complete domination of the media by one or two mag-
nates will be abolished if the proposed FTA goes ahead.

Australia has strict quarantine rules, which have a sound 
scientific basis. Their main purpose is not to keep competitors 
out, as the US would suggest. It is vital that the Australian 
Government retain and exercise its powers to impose strict 
quarantine regulations, labelling and packaging requirements, 
health and safety standards, and do whatever is necessary to 
protect the environment and the interests of the people. 

The stakes are high. The future of our agricultural sector, 
health, safety and the environment are at risk if the transna-
tional corporations get their way: to take-over and assume the 
role of elected governments.

History shows that it is always the smaller countries who 
open up their economies and surrender their sovereignty to 
their detriment. Despite Australia’s first-world status, an 
agreement between Australia and the US would be no excep-
tion: government regulations would be replaced by the diktat 
of US transnational corporations.

The US is simultaneously pursuing agreements with Aus-
tralia, southeast Asian, Latin American and African countries. 
It is using negotiations with Australia as a lever to draw other 
countries into similar agreements. At the same time it is using 
the threat of other possible agreements to extract as much as 
it can from Australia. The alternative is presented as Austra-
lia being shut out of a supposed trade bonanza as the US and 
its partners transfer trade to countries with which they have 
agreements.

This is part of a trade process based on domination, bul-
lying and the use of brute force. The big Western powers are 
experiencing increasing difficulty in enforcing their policies 
on the people of the world. At Seattle, Doha, Prague, Geneva, 
Melbourne and Sydney the voice of the people demanding a 
real alternative has been heard loud and clear.

The pursuit of bilateral and other regional agreements is 
being used to draw more countries into the “globalisation” 
agenda as dictated by the major transnational corporations of 
the Western powers. They complement the work of the WTO, 
IMF and World Bank and offers another route to the same 
goal.

Australia has a choice: sign on with the USA and the WTO 
or join the growing movement of peoples and governments 
that are taking a stand against global domination and exploi-
tation by US imperialism. There is an alternative to the FTA 
and WTO agreements – a system of trade and foreign invest-
ment based on mutual benefit and respect.

Dajarra Wins Fight for Water

Unions WA demand harsher 
penalties for work accidents

PRESS FUND
It’s the price of privatisation. This week Telstra graduated as a corporate 
nasty when found guilty of deceit over the cost of its “G’day” cards for over-
seas calls. Telstra management complained the ACCC was “overzealous” in 
taking them to court, even though the real cost of using the cards was ten 
times the advertised price. One organisation that can’t be accused of such 
chicanery is The Guardian, whose production depends in large part on con-
tributions to the Press Fund. And contributors are remarkably thin on the 
ground this week. Shame on you, comrades and supporters! We still have 
$2010 to raise in the next four weeks to meet our target. In the meantime we 
offer our gratitude to the following:

Donna, with “Congratulations and Many Happy Returns to Hannah” $20.
CPA SA Branch $25, M H $20, Ray Scott $10.

This week’s total $75.  Progressive total: $9990.

Association Secretary Sandy 
Ross has described the loss of 20 
research jobs in Adelaide, Brisbane, 
Canberra and Townsville as “dis-
graceful and short-sighted”, point-
ing to the decline in Federal 
Government funding as the cause of 
the problem.

Key research affected by the cuts 
include:

* Environmental clean up 
– Knowledge about clays can cre-
ate important options for environ-
mental clean up such as oil spills 
and algal blooms, waste water treat-
ment and nano-technology appli-
cations. CSIRO’s research has 
made Australia a world leader in 
research on clays. The decision to 
close this area means Australia will 
lose a unique technological capacity 
derived from decades of investment.

* Management of water 
– Understanding how crop roots 
grow is essential to managing water 
resources more efficiently and 
reducing environmental impacts. 
CSIRO was leading the world in 
cutting edge science in this area, but 
will no longer do this work.

* Improving sugar yields – 
Important research to alleviate a 
significant problem with declining 
yields for the beleaguered sugar cane 
industry is ceasing.

* Environmental restoration 
– Work is to cease on mine site reha-
bilitation in Australia’s north, in a 
blow to environmental restoration of 
mine sites.

Land and Water scientist and 
CSIRO Staff Association Council 
member Warren Hicks, said: “It is a 
tragedy when this sort of vital envi-

ronmental research work is stopped. 
These cuts mean lost public invest-
ment, lost jobs and lost knowledge.

“As a result of the current 
drought the community is focussed 
on Australia’s environmental prob-
lems and the role of scientific 
research in creating solutions to 
them. The Government should be 
helping this process, not hinder-
ing it.”

Other research under threat 
includes:

* A 10-year research effort to 
monitor water flow and quality on 
the Murrumbidgee River. CSIRO 
is only two years into the life of 
this project and has already spent 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
establishing 16 monitoring stations 
along the river – an investment 
which could potentially go down 
the drain.

* Measurement and modelling 
research which is important for land 
management practices impacting on 
the greenhouse effect.  J

CSIRO research washed away

by Vic Williams
“The current penalties are com-

pletely inadequate. As a result some 
employers are ignoring the law”, 
said Stephanie Mayman. She called 
for jail terms and much bigger fines 
for employers found liable for the 
death of workers.

The highest penalty ever 
imposed in WA for a prosecution 
following a fatal accident was only 
$35,000 in 1995.

“It becomes even more tragic 
when you compare it to a recent 
fine of $90,000 on a fisherman who 
failed to record his abalone catch.”

Ms Mayman pointed out that 
the level of fines in WA in 2000-
01 was under $3000 but in NSW it 
was over $13,000 and in Victoria, 
$15,000.

Unions WA have taken proposed 
amendments to Occupational Safety 

and Health legislation to the State 
Labor Government.

Minister for Labour Relations, 
Mr Kobelke said the Government 
would wait for a review of the safety 
laws from the Industrial Relations 
Commissioner, Bob Laing.  J

Stephanie Mayman, Secretary 
of Unions WA, has called on 
the State Labor Government 
to take immediate action to 
increase penalties under State 
Occupational Safety and 
Health laws. This follows the 
17th death at work in WA 
this year and highlights the 
urgency of the campaign. The 
death occurred at a construc-
tion site at Myaree WA.

The Commonwealth Scientific Research Organisation (CSIRO) 
plans to close down several important research areas in land and 
water, a move the CSIRO Staff Association warns will reduce 
Australia’s capacity to solve many serious environmental issues.

After decades of struggle Dajarra residents say they are “over-
joyed” at the news they will finally have clean drinking water. Up 
until now Dajarra water has been rendered undrinkable by the 
high bacteria and mineral levels, forcing residents to drive to a 
tank outside of the town for their supplies.

Construction site at Myaree WA where latest death occurred.
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by Peter Mac
In an attempt to smother pro-

test action, the NSW Government 
had refused all permits for WTO 
protest actions between Wednesday 
November 13 and the following 
Saturday. NSW Greens parliamen-
tarian Lee Rhiannon later criticised 
the police horseback action as con-
trary to the UN’s code of conduct 
for Law Enforcement Officials, to 
which Australia is a signatory.

She noted: “The UN Code ... 
states that it is not appropriate to 
use force to disperse a peaceful pro-
test even if it is technically an illegal 
one … such force is only legitimate 
when policing a violent assembly, 
which this was not.”

The march resulted in 19 arrests. 
Although the numbers participating 
were relatively small and the atmo-
sphere generally peaceful, 1000 
police attended, accompanied by 
two helicopters.

Another protest at the Olympic 
Park WTO meeting site resulted in 
35 arrests (including a press pho-

tographer). The Sydney Telegraph 
described it hysterically as a 
“bloody disgrace” which consumed 
vast amounts of cash that could have 
been spent on drought relief.

Nevertheless, neither protest 
action was anywhere near as vio-
lent as depicted in the inflammatory 
descriptions of the Minister or the 
Packer press.

Ms Rhiannon commented: “The 
Police ignored their Minister’s 
directive to use zero tolerance meth-
ods and prevent all illegal gatherings 
from taking place on the streets of 
Sydney and at the Homebush con-
ference venue.”

Prior to the demonstrations, 
Ms Rhiannon had asked the Police 
Minister Michael Costa in parliament 
for an assurance that police would not 
use violence against protestors, and 
that no one who was arrested would 
be brutalised by police horses, batons 
or wedge chargers.

The Minister gave no such assur-
ance, and said Ms Rhiannon should 
resign for hosting, (with the agree-

ment of Labor parliamentarian 
Meredith Burgman) a forum on civil 
disobedience.

He even accused her of encour-
aging violence at the WTO meet-
ing, declaring “I believe every mem-
ber of this House other than Lee 
Rhiannon and maybe a couple of the 
nutters that support her on the cross 
benches, would be appalled by this 
move … she is blatantly involved in 
a process that could lead to violence 
at the WTO meeting. It’s a disgrace. 
She ought to resign.”

He also stated with chilling 
determination: “People are coming 
here to have a violent confrontation 
with the police. Let me say to you: 
the police will be prepared and I will 
back (them) in what they do.”

Ms Rhiannon later announced 
her intention of calling for an inquiry 
into the Minister’s statements and 
his policy of zero tolerance for pro-
tests.

The WTO meeting protests 
were backed by unionists, stu-
dents, politicians, church lead-
ers and many ordinary folk. They 
were generally peaceful, thanks 
to the restraint of the vast major-
ity of marchers - but no thanks to 
the Carr Government or the NSW 
Minister for Police.  J

AUSTRALIA

by Bob Briton
Given these unusual circum-

stances and limitations, the event still 
managed to have a big impact on the 
streets of Adelaide. People gathered 
in Hindmarsh Square where they 
chalked anti-globalisation, anti-war 
and other anti-corporate slogans on 
the much-used footpaths. They also 
listened to music, threw Frisbees and 
played Twister.

This year’s RTS was again that 
strange but very successful mix of 
street party and political protest.

The participants then started 
their totally unauthorised march 
through the main streets of the CBD, 
stopping at major intersections for 
more slogan chalking, game play-
ing and interacting with the many 
onlookers. In Rundle Mall the pro-
tests and chants got louder in front 
of banks and McDonald’s outlets. At 
one point the procession was enter-
tained by two Aboriginal women 
who were busking in the Mall.

The entirely unpredictable 
march eventually ended in Victoria 

Square. The Police had accompa-
nied the protestors along the route 
but, aside from one incident where 
a Police motorcycle collided with 
a participant’s bicycle, played an 
unobtrusive role.

Participants in the event were 
happy to have been able to give voice 
to their solidarity with the actions in 
Sydney to protest the meeting of the 
World Trade Organisation taking 
place at Homebush.

Activists who spoke to The 
Guardian were confident that, while 
the event brings together people 
from a variety of anti-globalisation 
perspectives, there is coherence in 
the demands of the movement.

The mainstream media seems 
bent on hiding this fact and pro-
system spokespersons like NSW 
Labor Premier Bob Carr are 
happy to exploit this blurring of 
the issues. Fortunately, growing 
numbers of people are starting 
to actually listen to the analysis 
and demands of movements like 
Reclaim the Streets.  J

Peter de Graaff, TAFE Organiser 
for the NSW Teachers’ Federation 
described the cuts as “deplorable at a 
time when all the evidence points to 
increasing demand from the commu-
nity for these essential services”.

Mr de Graaff referred to recent 
research by the Australian Council 
of Social Service (ACOSS) showing 
a rise in the level of poverty and the 
number of people seeking welfare 
assistance. Unemployment is esca-
lating in the region.

A budget cut of $300,000 has 
been applied to Personal Community 
and Health Service training pro-
grams at the Illawarra Institute of 
TAFE. This will significantly reduce 
the number of spaces for new stu-
dents in the New Year.

What do the cuts mean to the 
community?

• Training for new aged 
care workers in Wollongong has 
been axed after 12 years of suc-
cessful operation, despite an age-
ing population and demands from 
agencies for trained workers.

• A 50 percent reduction 
in the budget for new alcohol and 
other drug worker training.

• Axing of the general 
Community Services ( Welfare) 
Diploma course at Shellharbour 
College (the largest area of pop-
ulation growth in the region).

• Loss of night-time courses 
in Child Studies in Wollongong and 
Shellharbour. This is the traditional 
way that existing workers gain 
qualifications.

• A 50 percent reduction 
in places available for students 

seeking diploma qualifications 
in Child Studies at Shellharbour 
TAFE College;

• A major cut in places 
available for people seeking 
Assistant in Nursing qualifica-
tions, especially in Shellharbour. 
Student positions have been cut 
from 100 to 30 places in 2003. 
The NSW Nurses’ Association 
has expressed “extreme con-
cern” at the cuts.

• Axing of programs at 
Shellharbour which upgrade 
skills and qualifications of exist-
ing workers in the community 
services industry.

• An inability to respond to 
the rapid growth in the need for 
aged care workers on the South 
Coast despite sustained requests 
from employers.

• Loss of training oppor-
tunities in Welfare studies at 
Goulburn, Queanbeyan and 
Moruya. Lost places for Nursing 
at Cooma, Bega and Moruya.

Who Can Help?
“Families with children complet-

ing Year 10 or Year 12 in 2002 and 
women seeking a return to education 
and paid work should be very con-
cerned about the reduction of places 
for courses in 2003.

“It’s these groups that will be 
most disadvantaged as a result of 
the cuts”, said Helen Backhouse, 
Manager of the Illawarra Forum, the 
peak body for Community Services 
in the Illawarra.

She urged concerned commu-
nity members and workers in the 
sector to contact their local Member 

of Parliament and the TAFE NSW, 
Illawarra Institute Director Mr Barry 
Peddle to voice their opposition.

How to help
Stopping the cuts means taking 

action now. Phone, write, email, 
fax, or visit any of the people/agen-
cies listed to let them know you 
oppose the cuts.
Illawarra TAFE Senior Management:
Barry Peddle, Director,
3 Rowland Ave Wollongong,
Ph 4222 2904
Ray Tolhurst, Deputy of Studies, 
Ph 4222 2914
Rex Lobegeier, Director 
Education Services,
Ph 4222 2904
Politicians:
David Campbell, Member for 
Keira, 247 Princes Hwy Corrimal
Ph 4285 1588, Fax: 42851858,
keira@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Marianne Saliba, Member for 
Illawarra, 60 Princes Hwy Dapto 
Ph 4261 7171, Fax: 4261 8433
illawarra@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Colin Markham, Member for 
Wollongong,
Suite 2, 65 Kembla St 
Wollongong,
Ph 4226 5700, Fax 4226 9963 wol
longong@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Matt Brown, Member for Kiama, 
Terralong House, Terralong St 
Kiama,
Ph 4232 1082, Fax 4232 3577
kiama@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Jennie George, Member for 
Throsby,
2/187 Princes Hwy Albion Park
Ph 4256 6333, Fax 4256 6882
Jennie.GeorgeMP@aph.gov.au
Michael Organ, Member for 
Cunningham,
83 Railway St Corrimal
Ph 4283 7300
Michael.OrganMP@aph.gov.au  J

Reclaim the 
Streets

Adelaide 2002
Adelaide’s third Reclaim the Streets (RTS), which took place in 
the city centre last Friday, was a very different event to those of 
previous years. It was smaller and less ambitious in line with the 
expectations of the organisers who called on the public at fairly 
short notice. The decision to hold an RTS this year was taken to 
rally local support for the demands of the demonstrators outside 
the WTO gathering in Sydney last week.

No New Year cheer for 
Illawarra TAFE students

Minister incites WTO police action
Protests over Sydney’s recent informal meeting of the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) were generally peaceful, albeit vigor-
ous. The only really ugly incident occurred last Thursday when 
a police horseback charge during an inner city march seriously 
injured journalist Patricia Karvelis.

Asbestos Diseases Foundation of Australia Inc
NATIONAL ASBESTOS AWARENESS WEEK

Information and Memorial Day For victims of asbestos disease
Friday 29th November 8.30am – 3pm Parramatta Mall

11am Memorial Service 12 noon Minute of Remembrance
•Visit the Dust Diseases Board Lung Bus • Information displays • Legal 

advice • White elephant stall • Second hand books • Bric-a-brac
PROTECT THE LIVING – ASBESTOS CAN KILL!

Asbestos Diseases Foundation of Australia Inc Info line: 02 9637 8759
Proudly sponsored by the Dust Diseases Board

The Illawarra Institute of TAFE is in crisis. Funding for 
training workers in essential Community Services is being 
slashed. Workers in nursing, child care, welfare, youth, 
alcohol and drug addiction, aged care and a range of other 
health and recreation areas are affected by the cuts which 
take effect from February, 2003.

photo by Rob GowlandProtestors in Hyde Park
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by Bob Briton
Last week Federal Workplace 

Relations Minister Tony Abbott 
gave the hurry up to his state coun-
terparts to reach agreement on the 
terms of reference for a Productivity 
Commission inquiry into work-
ers’ compensation and occupational 
health and safety.

No doubt Abbott’s agenda in all 
this will be to contain costs for the 
bosses and further shift the burden 
onto the backs of workers.

The extent of the problems pre-
occupying the Minister and business 
leaders was the focus of Safe Work 
Week, which was the initiative of 
the South Australian Government’s 
Workcover Corporation.

Held in Adelaide over the week 
November 11-15, the event included 
the holding of more than 100 work-
shops dealing with workplace health 
and safety.

The tone for the event was set 
by Paul Kells - a visiting former 
Canadian Broadcasting Commission 
news director and businessman - 
whose son Sean died as a result of a 
chemical fire in 1994.

The company responsible for his 
son’s death had violated half a dozen 
safety regulations and evaded regis-
tering with Canada’s workers’ com-
pensation authority.

For the past eight years Mr 
Kells has been winning support 
for the Safe Community Program 
being promoted by the World Health 
Organisation.

Locally, Workcover itself con-
cedes that between 450 and 600 
South Australians have died in the 
past seven years as a result of inju-
ries suffered in the workplace.

The official figure is 149. The 
same understated figures admit to 
330,000 cases of workplace related 

injury and illness in the same July 
1995 to July 2002 period.

The detail of this bleak overall 
picture is very revealing.

Darryl Turner is manager of Self 
Insurers of South Australia, which 
represents employers who manage 
their own workers’ compensation 
claims.

He reported that in 2001-02 
there were more than 1000 claims 
lodged as a result of violent inci-
dents at work in SA - an increase of 
seven percent on the previous year. 
In 1999, fully 23 percent of stress 
claims resulted from traumatic vio-
lent incidents as workplaces got 
steadily leaner and meaner.

Dr Angela Baker of the University 
of SA’s Centre for Sleep Research 
drew attention to a trend toward 12-
hour shifts and the problem of mea-
suring the effects of fatigue.

Unlike alcohol (which still 
accounts for 16 percent of fatal acci-
dents in the country at an economic 
cost of $2 billion) there is no biolog-
ical test for fatigue. The economic 

and human cost of this trend can 
only be guessed at.

Depression is also a prevalent 
feature of the modern workplace. 
Professor Ian Hickie presented fig-
ures from the National Mental 
Health Survey.

The astounding statistics are 
that depression affects more than 
800,000 Australians every year and 
accounts for half a million full work-
ing days lost every month

The bill for this comes to $600 
million before adding the cost of the 
frequently resulting substance abuse.

Again, as pressures mount in 
workplaces, there is less time to 
observe and intervene in the inter-
ests of workers. Casual workers 
are simply thrown onto their own 
resources.

These contributions - and the 
others that made up the Safe Work 
Week events – gave many disturbing 
insights into the workplace in pres-
ent day Australia.

They are a virtual catalogue of 
the consequences of the “economic 

rationalist” grab-back of conditions 
that has been going for the past 20-
25 years.

It would be a mistake, though, 
to think that Tony Abbott’s of this 
world will respond in a humane way 
to all these issues simply because 
they have been pointed out so 
starkly.

He is looking at how to get the 
insurance companies and employ-
ers off the hook as the decline in 
health and safety in the workplace 
takes its toll.

It will be up to the same trade 
union and progressive political 
forces that won the conditions now 
under attack to win them back and 
press on to higher standards.

Shorter hours, suitable staffing 
levels, the consistent application of 
rigorous safety standards and other 
conditions necessary for a healthy 
and fulfilling working life will only 
come with the widening and inten-
sification of the struggles currently 
taking place in workplaces across 
the country.  J

“Quick! The occ. health and safety inspector’s coming”

LABOUR

SA Safe Work Week
Local focus on a national outrage

Workplace safety is a hot topic at the moment in the upper echelons 
of business and government. It would appear that concern is growing at 
the huge, negative effect that poor workplace safety practices are having 
on the corporate bottom line. The worry is intensified by the knowledge 
that many more chickens – in this case the consequences of decades of 
lengthening hours of work, staff cuts, cost-cutting and good ol’ capitalist 
speed-up – are still coming home to roost.

Two men, labourer Craig 
McLeod and the director of the sub-
contracting company BGA, Anton 
Beytell, were killed on October 22 
when substandard scaffolding col-
lapsed into the tower. Three oth-
ers, including South African worker 
Oagiles Malothane, were seriously 
injured.

BGA, a South African company, 
imported the below-standard scaf-
folding for use on the tower. It also 
paid Malothane, whom it brought to 
Australia on a business visa which 
he did not sign, just $400 for ten 
weeks’ work.

The CFMEU has accused the 
Howard Government of facilitat-
ing the importation of slave labour. 
“No interview by Australian con-
sular staff, no signature on the visa 
application”, said CFMEU State 
Secretary Andrew Ferguson.

“This Federal Government likes 
to talk tough on refugees and border 
protection, but the widening Lake 
Cargelligo scandal demonstrates 
clearly that our Government is 
allowing lave labour to be imported 
into Australia without even the most 
cursory of checks.”

The plot thickened when 
CFMEU lawyer Lachlan Riches met 
with Oagiles Malothane at his home 
in South Africa last week and Mr 
Malothane gave a statement denying 
he knew anything about the business 
visa. “I knew nothing about how 
the document from the Australian 
Government got into my passport”, 
he said.

“I have never seen this document 
[Short Tem Business Visa]. I have 
never seen this document before and 
I do not remember signing any docu-
ment for Australia. I did not sign any 

document giving authority for any-
one to apply on my behalf for per-
mission to go to Australia.”

The tower project was allocated 
by the NSW Department of Public 
Works and Services (DPWS). BGA’s 
quote was ten percent lower than the 
nearest tender.

It transpired that BGA also 
duded the State’s WorkCover com-
pensation scheme, at first not cov-
ering its workers at all, then tell-
ing the authority its annual wages 
bill was only $7000, slashing its 
WorkCover bill by 30 per cent, as 
well as claiming BGA was a pipe 
manufacturer instead of a building 
sub-contractor.

The union gave the Department 
a serve for its failure to moni-
tor the site properly. “For a State 
Government building site to allow 
this type of behaviour is inexcus-
able”, said Martin Ferguson.

“Of particular concern is the 
negligence of the DPWS in respect 
of safety on the site. The job was a 
death trap with every safety require-
ment ignored. The DPWS has 
responsibility for this tragedy.”  J

How does an African petrol station attendant with no English 
get a business visa to Australia without even signing an appli-
cation form? That is a question the Construction Division of 
the CFMEU is still pursuing an answer for in connection with 
the fatal accident at the Lake Cargelligo water tower site in 
western NSW.

More revelations on 
tower death trap

The ACTU will seek a $24.60 a week wage rise next year 
for 1.7 million award workers. If successful the claim would 
bring Australia’s legal minimum wage to $12 per hour. The 
ACTU’s 2003 Minimum Wage Case is the next stage of a 
union strategy to boost Australia’s minimum wage to at least 
$500 a week. The peak union body points out that corpo-
rate chief executive salaries, including “golden parachute” 
retirement benefits, increased by 7.1 percent this year to 
an average of $1.79 million. The wage claim is costed to 
add 0.1 percent to economy-wide earning, 0.05 percent 
to inflation and have a negligible impact on employment.

A survey of more than 8000 employees nationally has found 
that 70 percent of Australian workers have experienced fi-
nancial difficulties in the past year and that almost two thirds 
believe they are worse off since the introduction of the GST 
in 2000. The ACTU-commissioned survey involved full-time 
and part-time employees from a range of industries, age 
groups and income levels. The average weekly income of 
respondents was $736 before tax. Over the past 12 months 
48 percent said their savings decreased, 37 percent said their 
debt to financial institutions increased, 19 percent said that 
at times they could not pay household bills, 12 percent said 
they had to borrow from friends or family to get by and 12 per-
cent said they or family members relied on welfare support.

The Grollo construction dynasty in Victoria has announced 
it is joining boots and all in the war on construction unions. 
Making the declaration, the head of the billion dollar Grocon 
corporation, Daniel Grollo, said, “We are now firmly focussed 
on rooting out all the work practices we believe are unaccept-
able.” The Construction Division of the CFMEU in Victoria said 
Grocon’s belligerent approach should be seen in the context 
of current negotiations for a new enterprise agreement. Gro-
con has also launched legal action against four CFMEU of-
ficials after a 48-hour strike at three Grocon sites which were 
a response to Grocon’s attack on the union in its submission 
to the Cole Royal Commission into the Building Industry.

A two-year campaign by Yallourn Energy in Victoria’s 
Latrobe Valley aimed at breaking the union has been de-
feated. The Energy Division of the CFMEU has negotiated a 
new agreement, endorsed overwhelmingly by the rank and 
file, that provides for improved redundancy benefits for 
those affected by company restructuring as well as sig-
nificant wage increases and a commitment to job security.

LABOUR NOTES
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The Vinson Inquiry, funded 
by the NSW Teachers Federation 
and the Federation of Parents and 
Citizens Associations of NSW, is 
unprecedented.

Informed by thorough research 
and analysis and hundreds of sub-
missions and public hearings, it 
is the most thorough Report ever 
written on the state of education in 
NSW.

The Report does not only 
describe the serious issues confront-
ing us, it sets out a series of recom-
mendations which are costed.

Negligence on the part of succes-
sive federal and state governments 
to properly funded public education 
and the growing outrage expressed 
by parents and teachers across the 
State is best described in the words 
of the Inquiry:

“Over and again, parents and 
teachers have reminded the Inquiry 
that government and non-govern-
ment schools do not compete on a 
level playing field.

“At every stage of the present 
Inquiry there have been remind-
ers of the degree of imbalance in 
the resources currently available to 
private and public schools, which 
makes comparisons of their respec-
tive outcomes fraught.”

The Inquiry reveals that when 
compared to other OECD countries, 
Australia is ranked 22nd out of 29 
countries when it comes to public 
expenditure on education as percent-
age of GDP.

What makes this ranking even 
more appalling is that this includes 
expenditure on public and private 
education.

The Inquiry exposes yet again 
the deliberate policies of successive 
federal governments that deliver 
additional funds to private educa-
tion, at the expense of public edu-
cation.

The Inquiry reveals “that in 
1995/1996 direct Commonwealth 
expenditure on schools as a propor-
tion of GDP was 0.65 per cent, pub-
lic schools receiving 0.27 per cent 
and private schools 0.38 per cent.

By 2000/2001 the total out-
lay had reached 0.75 per cent of 
GDP, with public school expendi-
ture declining to 0.26 per cent and 
private school expenditure rising to 
0.48 per cent.”

“Over the period 1995/1996 
and 2005-2006 … [there will 

be] an increase in funding for 
non-government schools by the 
Commonwealth of 128 per cent in 
real terms compared to an increase 
in Commonwealth funding to [gov-
ernment] schools of 50 per cent”, the 
Report also states.

In terms of total Commonwealth 
and State government funding: “The 
percentage increase in per capita 
funding for students in non-govern-
ment schools from 1996/1997 up to 
2000/2001 has been 45.1 per cent, 
whereas the equivalent increase for 
students in government schools is 
27.4 per cent.”

The Inquiry exposes that the 
NSW Government funds students at 
a rate far below the national average. 
If NSW primary aged students were 
funded at the national average it 
would require the immediate invest-
ment of an additional $218 million.

If secondary students were 
funded at the national average it 
would require an injection of an 
additional $100 million.

It should also be noted that staff/
student ratios in the primary sec-
tor in NSW are worse than in other 
States.

Further, the staff/student ratios 
in other States are set to improve 
with the reduction of class sizes in 
the early years of schooling which 
has commenced in all other States 
except NSW.

The Inquiry also shows that 
“expenditure on the education pol-
icy area as a percentage of all NSW 
Government expenditure declined 
from 28.4 per cent in 1989/1990 to 
22.0 per cent in 2002/2002.”

The Inquiry has drawn to the 
attention of the Government where 
additional funding could be found. 
This could be achieved by re-direct-
ing $116 million of current expen-
diture with a view to prioritising 
and allocating the money to address 
pressing educational demands.

The figure of $116 million is 
derived from:

1. The introduction of criteria 
for eligibility to access the School 
Student Transport Scheme (SSTS).

Currently the SSTS costs in 
the order of $427 million. There 
are no restrictions as students 
are funded to criss-cross the city 
[often to private schools – Ed.]. All 
other States, with the exception of 
Tasmania, have limits on eligibil-
ity such as attendance at the near-

est appropriate school or nearest 
government school only.

Sixty million dollars would be 
saved if modest eligibility criteria 
were introduced

2. Means-testing the Back to 
School Allowance.

By making the current $50 Back 
to School Allowance means tested so 
that it is paid only to families hold-
ing a Centrelink Health Card, where 
income is $35,000 or less, a further 
$29 million could be saved.

3. Changing the 25 per cent 
private school funding link

Private school funding in NSW 
is based on 25 per cent of the aver-
age cost of educating a child in the 
public education system.

As the Inquiry notes: “Every 
time average per capita expenditure 
on students in government schools 
increases, recurrent per capita fund-
ing to students in non-government 
schools also increases.”

The average cost of educating 
a child in a government school is 
impacted by the fact that the public 
education system educates the over-
whelming majority of students with 
disabilities, Aboriginal students who 
are overwhelmingly in isolated set-
tings and students of low socio-eco-
nomic status.

The higher costs incurred in edu-
cational provision to these students 
are not borne by the private sector 
yet the 25 per cent linkage delivers 
automatic illegitimate benefits to 
private schools.

The Inquiry finds that by amend-
ing conservatively the current sys-
tem of funding private schools in 
NSW this would result in a saving 
of $22 million.

4. Interest rate subsidies for 
private schools

The NSW Government provides 
private schools with an interest sub-
sidy on borrowings at a rate of 10.5 
per cent. If the “interest subsidy on 
school borrowings matched the bond 
rate of approximately 5.6 per cent the 
Inquiry believes that would result in 
savings of $5 million per year.

“The long-term prospect is for 
accumulating savings for the gov-
ernment of up to half ($15 million) 
of the annual subsidy bill after a 
decade”, the Vinson Report states.

Adding this $116 million to the 
additional $318 million that would 
be available if NSW were to match 
the national average of recurrent 
expenditure on primary and second-
ary aged students, the most signifi-
cant recommendations made by the 
Inquiry could be funded.

This would include the recom-
mendation for an additional five per-
cent increase in teacher salaries.

The Inquiry states that in “recog-
nising the social value of the role 
performed by teachers, appropriate 
salaries will be important for attract-
ing quality new recruits to the pro-
fession, especially in the circum-
stances where substantial numbers 
of teachers are expected to retire in 
the near future.”

The public education commu-
nity, informed by the findings of 
the independent Inquiry into the 
Provision of Public Education in 
NSW (the Vinson Report), demands 
that our political parties show lead-
ership and vision and commit to the 
six demands of the Public Education 
Alliance. (See box opposite.)

*Angelo Gavrielatos is Senior 
Vice President of NSW Teachers 
Federation, Education
(abridged)  J

AUSTRALIA

Imagine this nightmare scenario. The health system has been 
completely taken over by private, profit-hungry corporations 
that are also major shareholders in tobacco, petroleum, food 
and other industries. In this nightmare one company, let’s call 
it the Mayne Group, has come to monopolise health. Then 
its share price begins to slide. The bottom falls out of food 
processing due to a global glut of wheat. Though Mayne esti-
mates $220 million in earnings it announces there “are some 
industry wide softenings in hospital admissions”. The hospital 
business has slumped in the second half of the year neces-
sitating the closure of unprofitable hospitals. For a growing 
number of Australians a trip to a Mayne hospital is beyond 
their means anyway, what with the skyrocketing cost of private 
health insurance. The germ of this scenario already exists, of 
course. Mayne is the monopoly private health company in 
Australia, and is expecting a $220 million windfall. And yes, 
the private hospital business is “softening”, the very word 
used by chief executive Mark Rayner. Hospitals will be sold. 
Oh, and Rayner will be replaced at the end of the year by 
Peter Willcox, the former chief executive of BHP Petroleum.

The female form, sleek, stylised and stereotyped, is being 
exploited in the extreme by advertising companies. Every-
thing from whisky to breakfast serial and cars has attached 
to it woman as sexual object for pornographic fantasy and as 
commodity to be bought, sold, used up and traded in. This 
rampant sexism is an ideological outcome of the extreme 
conservatism that currently rules the political roost in Austra-
lia and that is driven by bogus corporate feminism such as 
“breaking through the glass ceiling”. Never mind the growing 
unemployment and underemployment of women, their lousy 
wages, their high representation in casual and part-time work 
and in the most menial jobs. Leading the promotion of this 
corporate mind-set are equally bogus feminists put forward 
to perpetuate delusional notions of “freedom” and “empower-
ment”. Thus, we have American author Naomi Wolf, a cham-
pion of middle class myths, sponsored by Westpac to give a 
series of seminars in Australia on “power and ethics”. And 
a salaried public servant, the Sex Discrimination Commis-
sioner Pru Goward, launching a new range of Goss cosmetics.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is the troika promoting war 
- the US, Britain and Australia. A study by the Medical Associa-
tion for the Prevention of War, using data from medical and pub-
lic health experts, estimates that the post-war health effects of 
a war on Iraq could claim up to another 200,000 lives. Nuff said.

Vinson exposes 
government neglect
Having exposed what can only be described as neglect and neg-
ligence on the part of successive federal and state governments 
towards public education, the final chapter of the Vinson Report 
makes recommendations for turning that situation around. The 
following article by Angelo Gavrielatos* puts a lie to claims that 
the money is not there. It shows that even a few modest reforms 
could raise considerable funds for public education.

Cartoon: Education

Public Education Alliance’s Six Demands
1. Reduce class sizes in the early years of education 

by lowering the class sizes to a maximum of 20 
students from kindergarten to Year 3.

2. Increase funding to ensure student welfare and 
special education needs can be met.

3. Invest in professional development to support the 
work of teachers.

4. Enhance the capacity of comprehensive education.

5. Increase funding to properly maintain our schools.

6. Develop strategies to attract and retain teachers in 
an era of teacher shortage.
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by Bob Briton

The cloud over his election in 
2000, when most honest observers 
gave the election to his Democrat 
rival Al Gore, will be said to have 
lifted. Further, the recently passed 
Help America Vote Act will pro-
vide US$3.8 billion for equip-
ment and training to help (so we 
are told) prevent a repeat of the 
farcical Presidential elections of 
2000 in which perhaps millions of 
Americans were denied their right 
to vote.

Everything is neat and tidy once 
more in Elector-land USA. Or is it?

A Tale of Two 
Crises

Unfortunately, the crisis that has 
overtaken US big business has its 
counterpart in the country’s elec-
toral system. Investors in US com-
panies are still reeling at the stream 
of revelations about criminal prac-
tices at the very top of corporations 
and their accounting companies. The 
past year of overall losses on US 
stock markets can be traced back, to 
a large degree, to the exposure of the 
extent of corruption in the country’s 
corporate life.

Some of the players in those 
corporate scandals show up again 
in the ongoing saga of the “soft 
money” paid to politicians and polit-
ical organisations. Enron and its 
Chairman Kenneth Lay (more about 

them later) appear in reports on these 
major issues.

Public outrage at the secretive 
means used by wealthy organisa-
tions and individuals to gain access 
and influence in Washington has 
given rise to a widespread move-
ment for finance reforms.

First things first. Though, a brief 
overview of US federal election 
campaign financing is in order.

In the US, there are legal limits 
on the amounts of money that indi-
viduals and organisations can con-
tribute to their favoured political 
candidate or organisation. In addi-
tion, there are requirements for the 
disclosure and publication of these 
contributions so that the public can 
at least guess at the amount of influ-
ence these benefactors have in the 
legislative process.

Funds in the US can be made 
to a party’s national body, into 
the “Political Action Committee” 
(PAC) of a particular candidate for 
the advancement of his or her own 
career, or to the “leadership” PAC 
of a candidate for the promotion of 
other would-be or office holding leg-
islators.

Under current regulations, mem-
bers of Congress may not accept 
contributions of more than US$1,000 
per election from an individual and 
US$5,000 from a PAC. The Federal 
Election Commission oversees all 
of these apparently straightforward 
matters and lists the contributions on 
its web site.

However, the stated intention of 
the restrictions on campaign financ-
ing has been subverted by the growth 
of “soft money” spent on behalf 
of candidates. These funds create 
organisations, run issue advertise-
ments (in effect campaign ads) dur-
ing the election period and render 
all sorts of other services to candi-
dates. Salaries are paid to campaign 
consultants, pollsters, media con-
sultants, Get Out The Vote (GOTV) 
specialists, and so on.

This practice has been growing 
since efforts were first made in 1976 
to regulate the amounts flowing from 
the wealthy to their mouthpieces in 
Congress and the White House.

Public resentment finally 
prompted what is called the 
Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 
2002. Passed into law last week, this 
act appears, at face value, to put an 
end to the era of unchecked, unlim-
ited and unaccountable federal cam-
paign contributions.

Staying ahead of 
the Game

However, it would be foolish to 
think that the days of “soft money” 
are gone forever. The Federal 
Election Commission (FEC) itself 
seems to have done its best to create 
several Grand Canyon sized loop-
holes in the Act.

Eleven different challenges 
to the FEC’s rulings have been 
announced on behalf of 84 plain-
tiffs. Several have amalgamated 
into McConnell v. the FEC lawsuit. 
Named after Republican Senator 
Mitch McConnell from Kentucky, 
the suits gives voice to concern in 
the American electorate about the 
gutting of the original legislation.

Concerns focus on FEC rulings 
like Regulation #1 that allows state 
and local parties to raise unlim-
ited amounts of money and spend 
it on ads to promote or attack the 

Democrat or Republican parties dur-
ing federal elections. They are also 
free to pay for consultants working 
on federal elections.

Regulation #2 will permit any-
one, including national parties, to set 
up “independent” committees before 
November 6, 2002 that can raise and 
distribute unlimited amounts of “soft 
money”. As you can imagine, there 
has been furious activity in political 
circles in the US recently as “inde-
pendent” committees were estab-
lished at break-neck speed.

Regulation #3 gets around the 
ban on federal office holders solic-
iting funds. The FEC ruled that this 
would only preclude such an office 
holder verbally asking for a soft 
money donation. Others are still free 
to ask for the cheque.

Regulation #4 means that a blind 
eye is turned to donations from 
“leadership PACs” used to rally 
supporters and put around the good 
word about an office holder. So long 
as the object of all this adulation 
keeps his or her distance from the 
committee, it’s OK by the FEC.

Regulation #5 deals with broad-
cast advertisements that depict can-
didates within 60 days of the elec-
tion. If they do this, they are defined 
as campaign ads and subject to 
contribution limits and disclosure 
requirements.

Commentators in the US like 
those at US consumer interests 
group Public Citizen, believe that 
the law is so unclear in this area and 
so full of holes that, if challenged, 
courts may be tempted to throw the 
whole Bipartisan Campaign Reform 
Act out the window.

Further into the 
Shadows – “527 
Groups”

The “527 Groups” are unlikely 
to be touched by all of these law-

making efforts. They are tax-exempt 
political organisations that can 
accept unlimited contributions from 
any source. The funds can be used 
to promote a candidate or a cause 
with practically no obligation for 
disclosure.

This is possible because, unlike 
other political organisations, the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) – 
and not the FEC – monitors their 
operation.

The groups take their name 
from a section of the IRS Code 
that governs them. Virtually every 
member of the US Congress has 
their own 527 and for many of 
theses incumbents the group has 
become their largest source of 
campaign funds.

Contributors to the 527 groups 
are much happier about their gen-
erosity being on IRS records than 
those of the FEC. For one thing, the 
IRS website has been likened to a 
filing cabinet with over 14,800 dif-
ferent, unlinked folders and you can 
only find a 527 group if you know 
its name. This isn’t as straightfor-
ward as you would imagine.

Republican MHR Ted Stevens 
has one called “Northern Lights”. 
Democrat John Tanner has called his 
“Leadership 21”.

While it is true that anyone is free 
to make a contribution and buy a bit 
of influence, the top six politicians 
received 94 per cent of their contribu-
tions in amounts of $5,000 or more. 
Most of these came from corpora-
tions directly and, because donors are 
not required to supply their employ-
er’s name, the real percentage can 
only be guessed at. The 527 game is 
certainly not played on a level play-
ing field for rich and poor!

“How Much Are 
We Talking – What 
Will It Get Me?”

Public Citizen calculates that soft 
money contributions to 527 groups 
alone for the 2002 election cycle 
come to nearly US$108 million. The 
top 25 of these groups have collected 
US$19.9 million in the third quarter 
according to IRS reports. These are 
just a fraction of the amounts traded 
in exchange for political influence 
by corporate America.

The major contributors to the 
groups, by industry are: computers/
internet, securities and investments, 
lawyers/law firms, telephone utili-
ties, real estate, TV/music/movies, 
tobacco, oil and gas. Top corporate 
contributors include: AT&T, SBC 
Communications, Philip Morris, 
Mortgage Insurance Companies of 
America, Clifford Law Offices, US 
Tobacco, American Airlines and 
Caterpillar.

Different capitalist interests 
compete by these means with 
market rivals to gain a legislative 
advantage.

For example, Regional Bell tele-
phone services paid US$277,666 
into the 527s of House Speaker 
Dennis Hastert (R-Ill.), Majority 
Whip Tom DeLay (R-Texas) and 
Chief Deputy Whip Roy Blunt (R-
Mo.) at the time the House was con-
sidering the deregulation of high-
speed internet phone services.

Consumer groups have con-
demned the changes as pro-
monopoly.

Cheques and Balances:
US Mid-term Elections and “Soft Money”
The US mid-term Congressional Elections have come and gone. 
Republicans now hold majorities in the House of Representatives 
and the Senate. They also polled well in the 36 states where the 
governorships were up for grabs. George W. Bush will, no doubt, 
claim the result as an endorsement of his “War on Terrorism” 
and plans for an escalation of his administration’s aggression 
against Iraq. He will also claim a mandate for a raft of pro-cor-
porate, anti-people measures. On the home front, US citizens can 
look forward to all sorts of “Back to the Future” legislation like 
bills to tighten welfare regulations and to give religious charities 
a greater role in the provision of social services.
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by Russell Mokhiber
& Robert Weissman

Need to undermine the anti-trust 
laws? Hire AEI scholar in residence 
Robert Bork to spew his ideology.

Need to slander the United 
Nations? Hire AEI scholar in resi-
dence Jeanne Kirkpatrick to do the 
dirty work.

AEI, Heritage, and Cato, the big 
three corporate fronts in our nation’s 
capital, have done immeasurable 
damage to our democracy, advanc-
ing corporatist and extremist right-
wing views.

We wanted to know: is it the 
power of their ideas, or is it their 
power? After spending a day at AEI, 
we suspect it’s the latter.

In the morning, we caught a ses-
sion titled: Europe: Anti-Semitism 
Resurgent?

Looked around the audi-
ence. There was Bork. There was 
Kirkpatrick.

They were there to listen to 
what was supposed to be a debate 
between two right-wingers, Ruth 
Wisse of Harvard University and 
John O’Sullivan, of United Press 
International.

But there was little debate.
Everyone agreed that the issue 

wasn’t anti-Semitism, as tradition-
ally defined, but anti-Israel views.

In fact, Wisse and O’Sullivan had 
now effectively redefined the term 
anti-Semitism to mean anti-Israel.

We had suspected this, but didn’t 
get a confirmation until a questioner 
in the audience asked Wisse about 
Billy Graham’s 1972 conversa-
tion with Richard Nixon, memori-
alised on the White House tapes, and 
made public earlier this year by the 
National Archives.

In the conversation, Graham 
says to Nixon that “a lot of Jews are 
great friends of mine”.

“They swarm around me and 
are friendly to me”, Graham says. 
“Because they know I am friendly to 
Israel and so forth. They don’t know 
how I really feel about what they’re 
doing to this country.”

And how does he feel?
Graham tells Nixon that the Jews 

have a “stranglehold” on the coun-
try, and “this stranglehold has got 

to be broken or the country’s going 
down the drain”.

“You believe that?”, Nixon says.
“Yes, sir”, Graham replies.
“Oh boy”, Nixon says. “So do I. 

I can’t ever say that but I believe it.”
So, the questioner wanted to 

know whether Professor Wisse 
considered these sentiments, as 
expressed by Graham, and widely 
publicised earlier this year, to be 
anti-Semitic.

No, they are not anti-Semitic, 
Professor Wisse says.

Not anti-Semitic?
No, anti-Semitism exists today 

in the form of “political organisa-
tion” against Israel.

Inference: the religious right in 
this country, as long as they organ-
ise politically to support Israel, can 
say and think whatever they want 
about Jews.

Not anti-Semitism.
We went for a walk in the 

rain, a reality check with nature, 
and then back in to catch another 
AEI panel, this one titled: “Does 
Excessive Regulation Threaten 
Subprime Lending?” featuring 
Gary Gilmer, the vice chairman of 
Household International, a finance 
company which just last week was 
slapped by a group of state attor-
neys general for engaging in preda-

tory lending - basically ripping off 
the poor with outrageous interest 
rates and fees.

The company paid US$484 mil-
lion to settle the case.

Household is one of the largest 
sub-prime lenders in the country.

While sub-prime lenders pro-
vide credit to borrowers with dam-
aged credit, some of these lenders 
have engaged in predatory prac-
tices whereby consumers – even 
those with good credit – are tar-
geted to borrow money on disad-
vantageous terms, including high 
interest rates, steep bank fees and 
payments for undisclosed insur-
ance products.

The high costs serve to increase 
the consumer’s debt burden and 
reduce the equity in the consumer’s 
home.

You would think that the com-
pany would have a sense of humility 
after being so publicly spanked for 
engaging in such wrongdoing.

But no.
Instead, AEI gives the compa-

ny’s vice chairman a forum to attack 
the same state laws that his company 
allegedly violated and that led to the 
US$484 million payment.

Tough state laws that seek to 
curb predatory lending, like one 
passed recently in Georgia, have the 
finance industry in a tizzy.

The finance companies say they 
are refusing to make loans in Georgia, 
perhaps as part of a drive to get that 
law, and other similar laws repealed.

Maybe it’s time to simplify the 
entire legal morass in this area by 

bringing back the usury laws – by 
mandating a simple cap on inter-
est rates.

The usury laws were erased in 
the early 1980s after a heavy lobby-
ing effort by finance companies like 
Household.

We raised the possibility of 
bringing back the usury laws 
with the AEI panel members, but 
they unanimously thought it was 
a bad idea.

We went outside again, to get 
some fresh air. The rain had turned 
to a cold drizzle. In anticipation, we 
returned for the day’s final panel, 
titled “In Defence of Empires”.

Deepak Lal, a professor at the 
UCLA, argued that imperialism 
should not be perceived as a nega-
tive phenomenon. Empires provide 
international order. Empires pro-
mote prosperity by integrating sepa-
rate areas into a common economic 
space. Empires are good.

After picking up the materials, 
listening to about 30 minutes of 
Professor Lal’s talk – with no men-
tion of the violence necessary to 
create and maintain empires – we 
walked out, back into the rain.

And we thought: maybe it is all 
harmless to talk this way. It’s almost 
laughable.

Nobody can believe this stuff, 
can they?

Russell Mokhiber is editor of 
the Washington, D.C.-based 
Corporate Crime Reporter. 
Robert Weissman is editor of 
the Washington, D.C.-based 
Multinational Monitor  J

Didn’t have anything good to do earlier this week, so decided to 
spend the day at the American Enterprise Institute (AEI). AEI 
is the granddaddy of the big corporate front groups. Their job? 
Re-engineer the political economy to the liking of their corporate 
paymasters. Last year, AEI took in US$23 million from corpora-
tions, corporate foundations, and wealthy individuals.

A Day at the American Enterprise Institute

“I promise you I will listen 
to what has been said here, even 
though I wasn’t here.” Waco, Texas, 
Aug. 13, 2002.

“And so, in my State of the 
– my State of the Union – or state 
– my speech to the nation, what-
ever you want to call it, speech to 
the nation, I asked Americans to 
give 4,000 years – 4,000 hours over 
the next – the rest of your life of 
service to America. That’s what I 
asked – 4,000 hours.” Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, April 9, 2002.

“It would be a mistake for the 
United States Senate to allow any 
kind of human cloning to come out 
of that chamber.” Washington D.C., 
April 10, 2002.

“Can’t living with the bill means 
it won’t become law.” Brussels, 
Belgium, June 13, 2001.

“Our nation must come together to 
unite.” Tampa, Florida, June 4, 2001.

“Presidents, whether things 
are good or bad, get the blame. 
I understand that.” Washington 
D.C., May 11, 2001.

“I suspect that had my dad not 
been president, he’d be asking the 
same questions: How’d your meet-
ing go with so-and-so? How did 
you feel when you stood up in front 
of the people for the State of the 
Union Address – state of the bud-
get address, whatever you call it.” 
Washington Post, March 9, 2001.

“I am mindful not only of pre-
serving executive powers for myself, 
but for predecessors as well.” 
Washington D.C., Jan 29, 2001.

“I do remain confident in Linda. 
She’ll make a fine Labor Secretary. 
From what I’ve read in the press 

accounts, she’s perfectly qualified.” 
Austin, Texas, Jan. 8, 2001.

“If I’m the president, we’re 
going to have emergency-room care, 
we’re going to have gag orders.”

“That’s Washington. That’s the 
place where you find people get-
ting ready to jump out of the fox-
holes before the first shot is fired.” 
Westland, Michigan, Sept. 8, 2000.

There’s no question that the min-
ute I got elected, the storm clouds 
on the horizon were getting nearly 
directly overhead.” Washington 
D.C., May 11, 2001.

More next week.  J

Cheques and Balances:
US Mid-term Elections and “Soft Money”

Enron, the failed energy-trad-
ing giant was surely the daddy of 
all purchasers of political influence. 
Between 1989 and 2002, Enron and 
its employees gave US$5.95 mil-
lion in individual, PAC and soft 
money contributions to federal par-
ties and candidates. Three quarters 
of this went to the Republicans and 
the rest to the Democrats. Enron 
gave an additional US$160,000 to 
527 groups.

Enron loved George W Bush. 
He got US$312,500 for his 1994 and 
1998 Texas Gubernatorial campaigns; 
US$113,800 for the Bush 2000 presi-
dential campaign; US$10,500 for the 
Bush-Cheney Recount Fund; and 
US$300,000 to the Bush-Cheney 
2001 Inaugural Fund.

Hardly surprising was the Bush 
administration’s record of measures 
favourable to Enron. The corpo-
ration’s officials had six meetings 
with Vice President Dick Cheney 
and other administration officials 
who were drafting energy policy at 
the time.

In 2001, Enron Chairman 
Kenneth Lay put forward two 
names to Bush’s chief person-
nel adviser to fill two vacancies 
on the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC). At the same 
time, Enron was having its prob-
lems with FERC chairman Curtis 
Herbert Jr. Herbert was sacked and 
Pat Wood III (one of Enron’s nomi-
nees) was made chairman.

Business as usual
Some well meaning but exasper-

ated supporters of social and eco-
nomic systems like those of countries 
like the USA, Australia and the other 
developed capitalist countries respond 
to scandals like the one surrounding 
soft money corrupting US politics by 
calling for tougher legislation.

A struggle certainly needs to be 
waged for the limiting of contributions 
from corporate and other wealthy 
sources and for greater transparency in 
the reporting of this funding.

However, the chances of success 
in this venture are remote if the issues 
are ultimately left to bodies like the 
US Congress. After all, Congress is 
made up of wealthy individuals leg-
islating overwhelmingly on behalf of 
wealthy corporations.

It is hard to see why present or 
future members of the US Congress 
would sincerely want to plug every 
gap in every piece of legislation 
ostensibly designed to ban these cur-
rently sanctioned forms of bribery.

Unfortunately, the issue is not 
one that can be looked at as a party 
“thing” with corrupt Republicans 
on one side, cleanskin Democrats 
on the other (in Australia insert the 
words Liberal and Labor).

If it was such a question, we 
could look forward to much higher 
standards in public life when the 
opposition party is swept into 
power.

Until greater and ultimately 
decisive numbers of people begin 
to see the class exploitative nature 
of our societies at the root of these 
problems and to demand a truly 
more democratic society, the people 
of countries like the US will con-
tinue to be buffeted by one crisis 
after another.

Acknowledgements: Public Citizen, 
Common Cause, Center for 
Responsive Politics  J

BUSHSPEAK
Quotes from the leader of the world’s biggest military power
George Bush on Government and the Presidency:
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The Congress adopted a target 
of building a “well-off society in an 
all-round way” throughout China by 
the year 2020. Economists estimate 
that this requires an annual growth 
in GDP of 7.2 percent. In the last 13 
years the economy has increased by 
an average of 9.3 percent, a rate far 
in excess of any of the developed 
capitalist countries.

The principles underlying the 
economic achievements are: the 
maintenance of a dominant role 
for public ownership while devel-
oping diverse forms of ownership; 
improving the system of income 
distribution under which distribu-
tion according to work is dominant 
and a variety of modes of distribu-
tion coexist; improving the socialist 
market economy; implementing the 
rejuvenation of the nation through 
science and education and promo-
tion of sustainable development; 
promoting co-ordinated develop-
ment of the socialist material, politi-
cal and spiritual civilisations; com-
bining the rule of law with the rule 
of virtue.

In his report to the Congress, 
outgoing General Secretary, Jiang 
Zemin, said the Party must always 
represent the development trend of 
China’s advanced productive forces, 
China’s advanced culture and the fun-
damental interests of the overwhelm-
ing majority of the Chinese people.

The question of unemployment 
remains a serious one for the Party. 
Government. assistance in the form of 
tax relief, loans and subsidies is being 
extended to unemployed workers.

Large and medium-sized state 
owned enterprises are also encour-
aged to launch new and profitable 
economic enterprises to employ 
their own redundant personnel. In 

the last five to six years China’s pub-
licly owned enterprises have laid off 
more than 26 million workers. The 
Xinhua news agency reports that so 
far, over 17 million of these workers 
have found new jobs.

Grass-roots democracy is being 
steadily developed in village, town 
and county administrations. More 
than 700 million people have taken 
part in elections to these bodies. 
The trade unions are also setting 
up enterprise organisations. So far, 
327,000 enterprises have established 
a system of workers’ conferences.

The age and education of the del-
egates attending the Congress has 
changed since the previous Congress. 
The average age of the delegates 
dropped with 63 percent being under 
55 years compared with 59 percent 
previously. The delegates represented 
over 66 million Party members.

The Congress paid attention to 
Party building. Jiang Zemin said that 
the Party should strive to ensure that 
it is the vanguard both of the Chinese 
working class and the Chinese peo-
ple and the Chinese nation. It should 
provide the core of the leadership 
in building socialism with Chinese 
characteristics.

“We must continue to arm all 
Party members with Marxism-
Leninism, Mao Zedong Thought and 
Deng Xiaoping theory”, he said.

He called on the Party to “bring 
up more revolutionary, younger, bet-
ter educated and more professionally 
competent cadres”.

On the question of recruitment 
of Party members, Jiang Zemin 
said, “We should recruit Party mem-
bers mainly from workers, farmers, 
intellectuals and servicemen, thus 
expanding the basic components and 
backbone of the Party.

“We should admit into the Party 
advanced elements of other social 
strata who accept the Party’s pro-
gram and constitution, work for the 
realisation of the Party’s line and 
program consciously, and meet the 
qualifications of Party membership 
following a long period of test, in 
order to increase the influence and 
rallying force of the Party in soci-
ety at large.”

Jiang said that at all times and 
under all circumstances the Party 
should stick to its mass line and 
regard the people’s interests as the 
starting point and goal of all work.

He described the fight against 
corruption as a “major political 
task”. Leading officials, particularly 
senior ones, should play an exem-

plary role in exercising the power in 
their hands correctly and they must 
always be honest and upright and 
take the initiative to crack down on 
all forms of corruption. All corrupt 
persons must be thoroughly inves-
tigated and dealt with without leni-
ency, he said.

In a message of greeting to 
the Congress of the Communist 
Party of China, CPA General 
Secretary Peter Symon said that 
the Congress is ”meeting at a 
most dangerous point in human 
history when western imperial-
ism is threatening the sovereignty 
and independence of a number of 
countries with invasion and war 
and is indiscriminately violating 
the Charter of the United Nations.

“It is vitally necessary to uphold 
the principles put forward by the 
CPC and the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China and 
which are also subscribed to by mil-
lions of peace-loving people around 
the world, that international disputes 
be settled by peaceful means and 
through the auspices of the United 
Nations.

“The long history of the 
Communist Party of China and its 
achievements in building socialism 
with Chinese characteristics gives 
us confidence that your Congress 
will take decisions which will con-
tinue the course of building social-
ist China into an efficient, econom-
ically strong and politically stable 
country”, said the CPA message.  J

INTERNATIONAL

The 16th Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC) 
met last week and reviewed the work of the Party over the last 
five years. It recorded the tremendous achievements and rapid 
growth in the economy of the People’s Republic of China. It also 
saw the retirement of four of the leaders of the Party who have 
occupied leading positions in the Party and the Government for 
the last ten years. In an increasingly turbulent world, China has 
remained both economically and politically stable.

by Terrie Albano

In a letter, Iraq’s UN ambassa-
dor Mohammed Al-Douri said Iraq 
would accept the resolution with “no 
conditions, no reservations”.

Hussein’s eldest son, Odai, also 
a member of the Iraqi National 
Assembly, had urged its acceptance 
as long as Arab experts were part of 
the inspections team.

The team is led by UN chief 
inspector Hans Blix, who is in 
charge of biological and chemi-
cal inspections, and Mohamed El 
Baradei, head of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
which is in charge of nuclear 
inspections.

Even though Iraq accepted the 
UN resolution there is great concern 
that the Bush administration is bent 
on pursuing war.

Denis Halliday, former UN 
Assistant Secretary General and 
former chief of the UN’s food-for-
oil program in Iraq, warned that 
resolution sets a double standard 
that applies to Iraq but not to other 
countries.

“It’s likely that at some point 
[US ambassador to the UN] 
Negroponte will use confused 
wording to argue that Iraq is in 
material breach and the US will say 
one thing and the rest of the world 
another”, Halliday said.

“Many paragraphs of this new 
resolution are simply dripping with 
double standards - much in this res-
olution should apply to all states 
in the region violating Security 
Council resolutions and possessing 
weapons of mass destruction.”

Halliday, in a phone interview 
with the People’s Weekly World, said 

the Bush administration has made 
clear it has no confidence in the 
inspections process.

“Rumsfeld, Wolfowitz, Cheney 
are war-mongers and just can’t wait 
to go to war”, he said, warning that 
the military build-up is happening 
right now.

“I bumped into several hundred 
US soldiers at Shannon Airport on 
their way to Kuwait”, he noted.

Halliday said the Security 
Council resolution is in breach of its 
own charter and international law by 
allowing the possibility of war.

“There is no law that allows that. 
There will be horrendous civilian 
casualties. Nobody worries about 
the Iraqi lives, the infrastructure. 
They are planning crimes against 
humanity.”

The Bush administration, some-
what concerned about the grow-
ing peace sentiment in the US, has 
set up a new group, the Committee 
for the Liberation of Iraq (CLI), 
whose purpose is to sell war on Iraq, 
along with “regime change”, to the 
American public.

The Washington Post quotes a 
White House spokesman describ-
ing the CLI as a “new phase” in the 

administration’s attempts to build 
fresh public support for war on Iraq.

The CLI is a “who’s who” of cor-
porate executives and other hawks 
with an interest in war.

Chaired by Bruce Johnson, a 
former director of international 
development for Lockheed Martin, 
CLI’s other members include former 
Secretary of State George Shultz, 
Republican Senator John McCain, 
former Senator Bob Kerry, National 
Security Advisor Condoleeza Rice 
and deputy advisor Stephen Hadley.

More Americans are seeing the 
danger of Bush’s war plans and 
expressing opposition, Halliday 
believes. There is no threat from 
Iraq, and it is clear this is a war about 
the control of Iraqi oil, and nothing 
to do with weapons of mass destruc-
tion, he said.

Halliday urged loyal Americans 
to stand up for peace and contact their 
Congressional representatives. This 
administration has to understand peo-
ple “will not tolerate another war for 
oil and gas”, he said.

World opinion has been consis-
tently against the war. Most recently, 
one of the largest anti-war dem-
onstrations yet was held in Italy, 

November 9, where organisers 
reported a million people converged 
on Florence to peacefully protest 
against any war on Iraq.

Reuters reported the demonstra-
tion was “multi-generational with 
university age students, older political 
activists, thousands of trade union-
ists, World War II partisans and a US 
Vietnam War veteran who marched in 
the first row of the crowd”.

People came from all over 
Europe, and parents brought their 
children. Florence residents greeted 
the demonstrators. One 12-year-
old, watching with her family from 
the side of the road, told reporters, 
“This is amazing, it’s so impressive. 
I’m happy and proud that my city is 
holding this.”

The demonstration, planned in 
advance of the Security Council 
vote, gained added relevance 
because it took place a day after 
the UN action. Demonstrators made 
clear their demand was no war with 
Iraq, with or without the Security 
Council’s approval.

The author can be reached at 
talbano@pww.org.
People’s Weekly World
(Abridged)  J

Iraq okays UN terms while Bush pushes war
Iraq has accepted a United Nations Security Council Resolution 
which gives weapons inspectors sweeping new rights but allows 
many pretexts for the Bush administration to provoke a war. 
The resolution warns Iraq of “serious consequences” if it doesn’t 
comply - and the White House has made clear that anything it 
defines as a material breach will almost certainly mean a new 
war. Iraqi President Saddam Hussein accepted the resolution’s 
terms on November 13.

People’s Republic of China
Party Congress records big achievements
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BRITAIN: Following the passage of the UN resolution on Iraq, 
dissenting British MP Alice Mahon told Parliament the resolu-
tion should be named after the movie Wag The Dog, noting 
that “the resolution is mined with tripwires to trigger a war.” She 
said that the US “with the help of our Government, shamefully, 
appears to have bullied and intimidated people into coming into 
line, and perhaps also promised the spoils of war-oil. I have two 
questions for when we go to war. First, can we have an absolute 
assurance that our Government will have nothing to do with nu-
clear weapons, bunker busters or depleted uranium? Secondly, 
can we be told the truth about civilian casualties this time?”

CZECH REPUBLIC: Without authorisation from the Czech 
Government or Parliament two senior ministers, Defence 
Minister Jaroslav Tvrdlk and President Vaclav Havel, have 
committed the Czech Republic to the US Stars Wars pro-
gram and war against Iraq. Tvrdlk announced, “We offered 
the United States the possibility of locating its anti-missile 
defence system on Czech territory.” At a meeting with George 
Bush, Havel compared the Iraqi state with Hitler’s Ger-
many and called for war and a “robust approach by NATO”.

USA: The Defence Department is building up an elite secret 
army with resources stretching across the full spectrum of co-
vert activities. “Prevention and pre-emption are the only defence 
against terrorism”, said Secretary of Defence Rumsfeld. His 
Defence Science Board recommends the creation of a super-
Intelligence Support Activity, an organisation it dubs the Proac-
tive, Pre-emptive Operations Group. This will bring together CIA 
and military covert action, information, warfare, intelligence and 
cover and deception. Among other things this body will launch 
secret operations aimed at “stimulating reactions” among “ter-
rorists and states possessing weapons of mass destruction”.

RUSSIA: The Russian Government is pressing Geor-
gia to close down the Tbilisi-based unofficial repre-
sentative office of the Chechen Republic of Ichke-
ria, the separatists’ name for Chechnya. The Russian 
Ambassador to Georgia said the office is “illegal and contin-
ues widespread activity, including the financing of terrorists”.

ISRAEL: A bill tabled in the Israeli Parliament would criminalise 
any assistance rendered by an Israeli citizen to the International 
War Crimes Tribunal in The Hague. The proposed law is primar-
ily directed against the Israeli peace group Gush Shalom which 
has been warning Israeli military officers that certain of their 
actions against civilians may lead to their indictment in the In-
ternational Court. Once enacted the new law could also be used 
in a much broader way so that any action by human rights or-
ganisations collecting and disseminating testimonies of human 
rights violations may be construed as violating the new law.

COLOMBIA: In another exposure of the US-driven phoney war 
on drugs, a Colombian judge has ordered the immediate re-
lease from prison of Gilberto Rodriquez, one of the world’s most 
infamous drug lords, who has served just half his sentence.

INTERNATIONAL

But when Shea-Keneally insisted 
on an explanation, she was in for an 
even bigger surprise: The recruiters 
cited the No Child Left Behind Act, 
President Bush’s sweeping new edu-
cation law passed earlier this year. 

There, buried deep within the 
law’s 670 pages, is a provision 
requiring public secondary schools 
to provide military recruiters not 
only with access to facilities, but 
also with contact information for 
every student – or face a cut off of 
all federal aid. 

“I was very surprised the 
requirement was attached to an edu-
cation law”, says Shea-Keneally. “I 
did not see the link.”

The military complained this 
year that up to 15 per cent of the 
nation’s high schools are “problem 
schools” for recruiters.

In 1999, the Pentagon says, 
recruiters were denied access to 
19,228 schools. David Vitter, a 
Republican Representative from 
Louisiana who sponsored the new 
recruitment requirement, says such 
schools “demonstrated an anti-mil-
itary attitude that I thought was 
offensive”.

To many educators, however, 
requiring the release of personal 

information intrudes on the rights 
of students.

“We feel it is a clear departure 
from the letter and the spirit of the 
current student privacy laws”, says 
Bruce Hunter, chief lobbyist for the 
American Association of School 
Administrators.

Until now, schools could share 
student information only with other 
educational institutions. “Now 
other people will want our lists”, 
says Hunter. “It’s a slippery slope. 
I don’t want student directories sent 
to Verizon either, just because they 
claim that all kids need a cell phone 
to be safe.”

The new law does give students 
the right to withhold their records. 
But school officials are given wide 
leeway in how to implement the 
law, and some are simply handing 
over student directories to recruit-
ers without informing anyone - 
leaving students without any say in 
the matter.

“I think the privacy implica-
tions of this law are profound”, says 
Jill Wynns, President of the San 
Francisco Board of Education.

“For the federal government 
to ignore or discount the concerns 
of the privacy rights of millions of 

high school students is not a good 
thing, and it’s something we should 
be concerned about.”

Educators point out that the 
armed services have exceeded their 
recruitment goals for the past two 
years in a row, even without access 
to every school.

The new law, they say, under-
cuts the authority of some local 
school districts, including San 
Francisco and Portland, Oregon, 
that have barred recruiters from 
schools on the grounds that the mil-
itary discriminates against gays and 
lesbians.

Officials in both cities now say 
they will grant recruiters access to 
their schools and to student infor-
mation – but they also plan to 
inform students of their right to 
withhold their records.

Some students are already 
choosing that option. According to 
Principal Shea-Keneally, 200 stu-
dents at her school – one-sixth of 
the student body – have asked that 
their records be withheld.

Recruiters are up-front about 
their plans to use school lists 
to aggressively pursue students 
through mailings, phone calls, and 
personal visits – even if parents 
object.

“The only thing that will get 
us to stop contacting the family 
is if they call their congressman”, 
says Major Johannes Paraan, head 
US Army recruiter for Vermont 
and north-eastern New York. “Or 
maybe if the kid died, we’ll take 
them off our list.”

Truthout  J

Sharon Shea-Keneally, principal of Mount Anthony Union High 
School in Bennington, Vermont, was shocked when she received 
a letter in May from military recruiters demanding a list of all 
her students, including names, addresses, and phone numbers. 
The school invites recruiters to participate in career days and job 
fairs, but like most school districts, it keeps student information 
strictly confidential. “We don’t give out a list of names of our 
kids to anybody”, says Shea-Keneally, “not to colleges, churches, 
employers – nobody.”

USA

No children left unrecruited

by Ken Biggs 
The right-wing Christian 

Democrats and Freedom Union, the 
Social Democrats’ government coali-
tion partners, suffered heavy losses.

Sixty-two thousand seats were at 
stake overall in the elections, which 
were contested on a party-list system 
of proportional representation.

The CPBM was defending over 
6,200 seats it won at the 1998 local 
elections.

Most seats, especially in the vil-
lages and smaller towns, were as 
usual won by candidates standing as 
independents, although a good num-
ber of these are CPBM supporters 
and sympathisers or people willing 
to work with the Party.

The CPBM’s most important 
gains were in the Czech Republic’s 
16 biggest towns, where it increased 
its 1998 vote by 131,314 votes on a 
lower turnout (down from 45% in 

1998 to 43.4%). It won 131 seats in 
the cities, a net gain of 29, reflecting 
an almost seven per cent increase in 
its share of the poll to 16.6 per cent.

The Communists did particu-
larly well in the industrial cities of 
North Bohemia, North Moravia and 
Silesia, where workers, their fami-
lies and communities have been 
hit hardest by unemployment since 
the post-1989 return to capitalism. 
Communist candidates topped the 
poll in the mining towns of Karvina, 
with 34.4 per cent of the vote, Most 
(28%) and Havirov (26%).

In the steel and engineering 
city of Ostrava the Communists 
increased their vote by almost four 
per cent to 20.6 per cent at the 
expense of both the right-wing Civic 
and Christian Democrats and the 
Social Democrats.

The same weekend also saw 
the Communists hold all of their 

eight seats on the old Prague City 
Council in the first elections to 
Prague’s new regional council, as 
well as the only one of their three 
seats in the Senate (the Czech par-
liament’s upper house) where there 
was an election.

Eduard Matykiewicz won the 
Karvina constituency in a second 
round straight fight with a right-
wing candidate, polling 51.8% of 
the votes.

Czech Communist leader 
Miroslav Grebenicek criticised the 
first-past-the-post system used in 
the Senate elections: “Some of the 
four other Communist candidates 
who got through to the second round 
and lost in the run-off got more votes 
than right-wing candidates winning 
in the second round.”

Zuzka Rujbrova welcomed the 
fact that the Communist and Social 
Democrat votes in the second round 
had generally increased as a result of 
supporters of both parties voting for 
the other party’s candidates against 
right-wing candidates.

In the Louny seat, for example, 
the Communist candidate’s first 
round vote of 5795 rose to 15,234 in 
the second round.

A higher turnout in the second 
round (up from 21.6% in the first 
round to 32.6%) was another fac-
tor. The 81 Senators and the 150-
member Chamber of Deputies will 
hold a joint meeting on January 15th 
next year to elect President Vaclav 
Havel’s successor.

Postmark Prague  J

More election success 
for Czech communists
Czech Communists won an extra 1300 seats in the November 
1-2 elections to village, town and city councils. Party vice-chair 
Zuzka Rujbrova said the Communist Party of Bohemia and 
Moravia (CPBM) was one of the few parliamentary parties to 
improve its position and it had also “significantly strengthened its 
position” in the biggest towns.

Sydney
The Australian Manufacturing Workers Union: Anthony Coombs

The legal battle for asbestos victims in South Africa: “A Living Graveyard”
Wednesday 27th November 6.30pm

AMWU Auditorium 133 Parramatta Rd, Granville
Refreshments served, no charge

Supported by AMWU, MUA, Asbestos Diseases Foundation of Australia Inc

Global briefs
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Their definition says: “Terrorism 
means an act, including the use of 
force or violence (or threat of force 
or violence) by any person or group 
of people acting alone, on behalf of 
or in connection with any organi-
sation or government that is done 
for political, religious ideological 
or ethnic reasons with the intention 

to influence any government or put 
the public or any section of the pub-
lic in fear.”

When it says, “an act, including 
the use of force”, it also means an 
act which does not include the use of 
force … “with the intention to influ-
ence any government”. So when you 
are out on the street to influence the 

Howard Government to drop off its 
support for warmonger Bush that is 
certainly an intention to influence 
the government. That makes you a 
terrorist.

But, of course, it also makes 
George Bush, Howard and Alexander 
Downer terrorists because they are 
threatening to use force to influence 
the government of Iraq. But don’t 
hold your breath expecting the GIO 
to pay up on any insurance claims 
that might be engendered by the 
actions of these evil geniuses.

It just goes to show again the 
thinking of the corporate world, in 
this case the insurance companies, 
and the steady whittling away of 
democratic rights. This is already 
being reflected in the demands made 
by government organisations when 
it comes to having insurance cover-
age for various functions.

It won’t be long before insurance 
requirements are used to ban street 
marches and other public functions. 
“We aren’t banning you”, they will 
say. “Bad luck you just haven’t got 
insurance coverage so it’s no go.”

Bruce Gillman
Sydney

Privatising
democratic rights
Where do you go if you want to 
rally the community to defend 
its interests? You take to the 
streets, with demonstrations or 
meetings, rallies or information 
stalls, petition drives or a mass 
leaflet handout, don’t you?

by Rob Gowland
You pick well-frequented areas, 

outside shopping centres, for exam-
ple or outside railway stations. You 
can’t do it inside shopping centres 
because the private security wal-
lopers make it their business to hunt 
anyone engaged in political activity.

These security wallopers are 
paid to use force to remove peo-
ple campaigning about issues that 
concern the people using the shop-
ping centre, while protecting ped-
dlers of any garbage with a price tag 
attached.

But what happens if, as it has 
in England, cash-strapped councils 
sell their whole town centre to pri-
vate enterprise? Where can you cam-
paign then?

I am indebted to the British 
Communist newspaper The New 
Worker for the details of the fol-
lowing story, which indicates just 
where the private sector reckons 
you can go.

Sunderland Council sold the 
town centre of the Tyneside town of 
Washington (not to be confused with 
the US village of the same name) to 
the private sector in the ‘70s. It had 
been publicly built but I’m sure the 
council claimed they had got a really 
good deal that “benefited the com-
munity”.

The centre includes many public 
buildings, such as the library, a busi-
ness college, the housing office and 
the careers office, the post office and 
the job centre, as well as the health 
centre, social services, police station 
and leisure centre.

When local community group 
the Washington First Forum (WFF) 
went into the town centre with a 
petition against the council’s plans 
to build a college on a “green-field” 
site, they discovered that the cor-
porate owners of the town centre – 
Prudential – had banned all political 
activity there.

To hell with democratic rights: 
Prudential simply felt it was bad for 
business. A spokesperson for the 
company said: “Prudential, as most 
institutional property owners, does 
not grant consent for any events of 
a political or controversial nature 
within its privately owned shopping 
centres, as we would seek to maintain 
a neutral stance on any such issue.”

This is purest sophistry: 
Prudential know that such a ban 
hurts only the Left. The Right can 
afford to buy time on television or 
space in newspapers; the Left (the 
ordinary people) have to campaign 
on the streets.

In these conditions, Prudential’s 
“neutral stance” is not neutral at all, 
but highly and indeed totally parti-
san. Like any position that purports 
to be “non-political”, it is in fact – 
deliberately or by default – on the 
side of the ruling class

WFF campaigner Eileen Appleby 
said: “It’s outrageous because it 
means that people in Washington are 
not allowed to hear what’s going on. 
There is nowhere else to go.”

Like all “institutional prop-
erty owners”, Prudential want peo-
ple under their control to hear only 
about shopping and consumerism: 
promotion of fashion parades, sales 
or “special offers” would, of course, 
be free of such restrictions, not being 
“controversial”.

“I could understand it if it were 
in the shopping mall part”, said Ms 
Appleby, “but we were outside in the 
open air and I think we should have 
the rights we would have on any 
other high street in England.”

But people don’t have rights 
if the street is privately owned, it 
seems. The British Government’s 
solicitor, Joanne Harris, sided with 
the town centre’s corporate owners.

She told reporters that the gov-
ernment was “concerned that land-
owners should not have too many 
restrictions put on them and should 
have the right to decide who they 
want on their property”.

Oh the poor property developers; 
having shelled out all that money to 
buy the public buildings in a town’s 
centre only to have restrictions put 
on them! It’s too much. How they 
must be suffering!

That’s Tony Blair’s Labour 
Government showing its class 
allegiance once again.

On the other hand, I think James 
Welch, the legal director of the civil 
rights group Liberty, had a position 
one could agree with: “People must 
be able to canvass support on issues 
that affect their community in the 
centre of that community.

“Any bar on this simply shuts 
out true local democracy and free 
speech.” Hear, hear, James.

Making
Amerika safe 

It’s time we had another story 
from the capitalist crazy-land: 
Enterprising US entrepreneur 
Harvey Kushner has opened a “mass 
market retail outlet for anti-terrorism 
equipment”.

Here enterprising New Yorkers 
(and presumably other US citizens 
by mail order) can buy gas masks 
and hazardous materials suits (how-
ever have we managed without them 
up to now?).

They can also buy executive 
parachutes. These are not parachutes 
equipped with a lap top so that you 
can continue working even while 
sky-diving, but parachutes you keep 
by your desk so that you can leap out 
the window of your high-rise office 
building with safety.

Truly, executives in the US 
worry about things like that. And 
why not? The nation’s government is 
setting the example for every nutter 
in the land by running amok among 
defenceless countries.

Running amok with a couple of 
high-powered rifles in a shopping 
mall or school is a difference only 
of degree. The morality is virtually 
the same.

As is the insanity. When you 
consider the parade of vicious, 
sadistic, violent paranoid television 
shows that are dished up to them 
as entertainment every night of the 
week, it’s a tribute to the US people 
that so many have managed to keep 
their sanity.

Presumably they would dispute 
Harvey Kushner’s claim that the 
products his store sells “make you 
feel safe and empowered”. Anything 
but, I would have thought.  J

LETTERS

Culture
& Life

The “terrorist” dragnet
The other day my insurance company, the GIO, sent a brochure 
which, among other things, defined terrorism. If you think that it’s 
all about something far away in Afghanistan or in Indonesia, have 
another think.

In January 1945 when I was 
posted to Cairns, I made the 
acquaintance of Frank. Due to the 
Party’s system of enabling com-
rades in the services to contact one 
another wherever they may be, I 
was informed that Frank’s boat was 
moored in Cairns harbour.

With two of other comrades we 
went to see Frank and were amazed 
to see he was the army captain of an 
army boat.

Frank impressed me very much 
and he left an everlasting impres-
sion on me.

He had to have enormous cour-
age, dedication and knowhow to 
do what was needed during the war 
years of towing flotillas of barges 
loaded with stores and drums across 
the dangerous sea to New Guinea.

Since the War I have very often 
thought: Whatever Happened to 
Frank Barret?

It is so good to know he survived 
and that he carried on his Party activ-
ity, and passed away a Communist.

Max Hunt
Sydney, NSW

Whatever happened 
to Frank Barret?
I refer to the letter by Larry Gowland, Tasmania, in The Guard-
ian dated October 9, about his uncle Frank Barret.

Fear as a tactic

There have been smaller threats 
as well. Trade unions were too pow-
erful; women were too pushy and 
took men’s jobs; indigenous peoples 
wanted other people’s backyards, etc.

The purpose seemed to be 
always the same: to frighten the 
community into accepting ever more 
stringent measures of control, be it 
civil liberties, industrial relations or 
land rights. The winners are inevi-
tably the powerful and the rich; the 
losers – the rest of us.

The latest witch-hunt is no dif-
ferent. With globalisation as its goal, 
the powerful elite wants a controlled 
population which is easy to manipu-
late and frighten into submission and 
non-resistance.

But it is really heartening to see 
that despite all the efforts a lot of 
people see through this smokescreen 

– indignation over ASIO’s methods 
of intimidating people is very wide-
spread and even those who are not 
usually involved in politics a lot start 
asking questions about Australia 
turning into a police state. 

Genuine security concerns that 
people may have can be resolved 
with genuine participation of peo-
ple. That’s not what the government 
wants. It prefers to pass draconian 
laws that will be denying decent 
law-abiding citizens their rights.

It’s the same lying and deceitful 
government which “saw” children 
thrown overboard, trained strike-
breakers in Dubai, privatised just 
about everything and has the gall 
to teach all and sundry on how to 
behave.

Justine Lo
Sydney, NSW

I have a distinct impression that the present world leaders seem 
to have found a working formula for their successive elections 
– fear. It’s not a new tactic, though. Here in Australia we were told 
to be afraid of Reds under beds, then came Yellow peril, followed 
by Muslim terrorists, followed by nuclear terrorist acts, followed 
by (   ) – fill in the space as you go.

Whatever its real agenda, 
there is no justification at all for 
the sale of Telstra even if the 
bush was genuinely satisfied with 
Telstra’s services.

To the contrary, public control 
over a major carrier which owns 
much of the infrastructure of tele-
communications, continues to allow 
the Australian nation to have a say 
over what happens in the important 
area of communications activity.

The claim that communications 
- and the consumers - would be 
served well if all of Telstra was sold 
is increasingly less convincing as the 
devastating results of competition 
policy and privatisation suggest.

Anyway, what government 
would be able to guarantee that those 
unprofitable regional and rural ser-
vices would continue to be cross 
subsidised after all of Telstra had 
changed into private hands?

The next conservative 
Government, playing along hap-
pily with WTO and GATS demands, 
could soon forget about those prom-
ises or be powerless to enforce them.

A private communications 
monopoly, even a foreign private 
monopoly, would be entirely con-
ceivable given Australia’s weak anti-
monopoly regulations.

Klaas Woldring
Progressive Labour Party

Keep Telstra for public 
good, not for profit
The proposed sale of Telstra is so desperately desired by the 
Howard Government that one must expect it to go to a Double 
Dissolution should the Senate block the legislation.

Got an opinion about 
the system, about 

human rights, the labour 
movenment, peace, 

land rights, socialism, 
privatisation, child care, 
your local community?

Letters of up to 400 words 
in length are preferred.
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Dynasties: From Macarthur To 
Murdoch (ABC 8.00pm Mon-
days) this week deals with the 
descendants of John Macar-
thur, once the country’s largest 
private landholder. He wanted 
to establish an English-style 
aristocracy in Australia, com-
plete with hereditary titles.

In this week’s instalment, 
Quentin’s Choice, the present-
day patriarch, Quentin Macarthur-
Stanham, a sixth-generation descen-
dent of John and Elizabeth, has 
introduced the old English aristo-
cratic tradition of primogeniture – 
leaving all his estate to just one son.

It seems the “Bunyip aristoc-
racy” still lives.

Get ready for some high level 
militarist propaganda: Air 

Force is a five-part series exam-
ining how “the RAAF will deal 
with the challenge of where and 
how wars will be fought over the 
next 40 years”. Screening in the 
True Stories slot (ABC 10:00pm 

Thursdays), it asserts that “basi-
cally the issue is how to keep up 
with the USA”.

Not because the RAAF is wor-
ried about how to defend us from 
what is, after all, the world’s lead-
ing rogue state, but because “to be 
effective as an ally the RAAF must 
have compatible technology [with 
the US]”.

Like all such official or semi-
official programs it is big on future 
technology: “science offers a new 
world of unmanned aircraft, space 
defence systems and new radar that 
will change the air forces of tomor-
row”.

Although it makes a token effort 
to question “whether new weap-
ons technology is the answer when 
it comes to maintaining peace and 
protection for the Australian peo-
ple”, the program-makers clearly 
think it is.

They devote considerable time 
to exploring technological issues 
and “the difficulties of selecting and 
developing highly trained person-
nel”, and so on.

They also ask (rhetorically) the 
question: can we afford the new 
generation of air force weaponry? 
Frankly, can the US?

The cost of the military budget 
deprives Americans of health care, 
social services, education, housing, 
environmental protection, etc, etc. 
Unfortunately, this issue is not dealt 
with in the series.

The United States, in prepara-
tion for war on Iraq, substan-

tially increased its national strategic 
stockpile of oil. However, it was rec-

ognised that the stockpile would not 
sustain the energy consumption of 
the most wasteful nation on Earth 
for very long.

Another, preferably Western-
hemisphere, supply was needed if 
the US was to be able to make war 
wherever it pleased with confidence. 
The biggest source of oil in the 
Western hemisphere is Venezuela.

But as a reliable alternative 
source of oil for the US should the 
US go to war in the Middle East, 
Venezuela was looking a tad dubi-
ous. It had elected a left-wing 
President, Hugo Chavez, who must 
have looked to the Bush White 
House like a second Fidel Castro in 
the making.

When earlier this year Chavez 
arranged for Venezuela’s national oil 
company to supply oil very cheaply to 
Cuba, in return for Cuba establishing a 
national health system for Venezuela’s 
rural poor, the White House must have 
been livid with fury.

So they set about doing what the 
US always does now to states that 
annoy it: destabilising Venezuela’s 
government, starting a disinforma-
tion campaign, bankrolling opposi-
tion parties and newspapers, look-
ing for ambitious military officers 
who would be willing to become the 
“saviours of their country”.

The program about the coup that 
was eventually engineered to over-
throw Chavez, Venezuela: Anatomy 
Of A Coup was originally shown on 
SBS on Dateline. Now it is being 
repeated in the As It Happened slot 
(SBS 7.30pm Saturday).

Hosted by Jana Wendt, it is 
worth a second look. Reporter 
Bentley Dean gained exclusive 
access to some of the main play-
ers including Chavez’s short-lived 
replacement, Pedro Carmona, now 
exiled in Colombia.

Dean talks to a former US 
National Security Agency officer, 
Wayne Madsen, who confirms that a 
CIA agent was sent to Venezuela to 
foment a coup.

The directors of Venezuela’s 
nationally-owned petroleum com-
pany – one of the largest energy 
companies in the world – had been 
obstructing Chavez’s efforts to use 
the country’s oil to fund the much-
needed social program that was the 
basis of his electoral victory.

So Chavez sacked the oil com-
pany’s directors and replaced them 
with loyal (but of course inexpe-
rienced) supporters (“Chavistas”). 
Two weeks later there was a coup.

Echoing Chile in the ‘70s, 
union leaders (but not the rank and 
file) joined with business leaders 
to demand that the President step 
down. Middle class and anti-worker 
elements staged a massive protest 
march on the petrol company head-
quarters on April 11.

When the crowd continued on to 
the presidential palace, Chavez’s sup-
porters rallied to their President and in 
the ensuing violence 24 people were 
shot dead. Loyal military officers 
were told that Chavez had lost the sup-
port of the people and the demonstra-
tion appeared to confirm it.

However, Bentley Dean out-
lines that what seemed to be spon-
taneous violence was in fact orches-
trated. CNN correspondent Otto 
Neustaldt explains that he was tele-
phoned on April 10, the day before 
the coup, and told that deaths would 
occur and the military would call 
for Chavez’s resignation.

In a televised address to 
the nation, Vice Admiral Perez 

announced that Chavez had ordered 
snipers to fire on innocent civilians. 
The program reveals that this address 
had been recorded earlier in the day 
before any violence had erupted.

The program also has evidence 
that a televised tape which suppos-
edly showed Chavez’s supporters fir-
ing on unarmed protestors had been 
heavily doctored to misrepresent the 
Chavistas’ defence as an attack.

After the coup leaders threat-
ened to bomb the presidential pal-
ace Chavez permitted them to take 
him prisoner but did not resign. 
Nevertheless, Chavez’s resignation 
was announced and Pedro Carmona, 
President of Venezuela’s most pow-
erful business association, was 
sworn in as President.

The new junta dissolved all the 
democratic institutions of Venezuela. 
That bastion of global democracy the 
White House immediately supported 
Carmona [surprise, surprise].

However, a message from 
Chavez that he had not resigned was 
smuggled, in the underwear of a sol-
dier’s wife, to General Raul Baduel, 
a loyal officer. General Baduel 
organised the President’s rescue 
from captivity and the retaking of 
the presidential palace.

By the evening of April 13, 
tens of thousands of Chavez’s 
supporters were in the streets. 
On April 14 Chavez returned to 
power and continues to lead his 
country, in the face of continuing 
US destabilisation.  J

WORTH WATCHING

Rob Gowland
previews

national public
television programs

Sun November 24 
– Sat November 30

Hugo Chavez – to the White House a second Fidel (Venezuela: Anatomy 
Of A Coup)
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POLITICS IN THE PUB
6.00 to 7.45 every Friday night

GAELIC CLUB
64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills, Sydney

(Opposite Central Station)
Inquiries: Ph: 9818 3737 or 9660 6554

Website: http://www.politicsinthepub.org
Nov 22

BOB ELLIS SPEAKS ON “BABYLON REVISITED - 
THOUGHTS ON THE FATE OF

THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY”
Nov 29

WEST PAPUA, ACEH AND EAST TIMOR - IS HISTORY 
REPEATING ITSELF?

James Dunne - author of recently published Timor: Betrayal and 
Nationhood; Rex Rumakik, West Papuan Pacific Representative; 

Mahommed Dahlan, Free Aceh Movement

Adelaide
“Australia Is Refugees”

SA branch Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF)
Eva Sallis to speak on “Australia is Refugees: young Australians and the 

refugee experience”
Saturday 23rd November  2 pm to 4.30 pm 

5 Hutt Street, Adelaide Lunch  at 1 pm is optional
Please bring some food to share. Hot drinks provided

All women who are supportive of WILPF’s aims for a fair world free of violence, 
war and weapons are welcome to attend this meeting

Eva Sallis is a writer and co-founder of Australians Against Racism
www.australiansagainstracism.org

Eva will speak about “Australia is Refugees!” Schools competition, and read 
some excerpts from one or more of the entries.

For further info, contact Bernadette Anderson 8267 1583

Sydney

Yes to Cuba! Film 
Night

An insight into Cuba’s present day 
reality, its epic history and the ongoing 

fight against the blockade, its art, 
music, sportsmen and women, and its 

exuberant people
Tom Mann Theatre

128 Chalmers Street Surry 
Hills

Friday 22nd November 
7pm  $10 and $5 (conc)
Organised by the Consulate 
General of the Republic of 

Cuba and the Australia-Cuba 
Friendship Society. Proceeds 
from the evening will go to the 

High School located in the Sugar 
Factory named “Australia”. 

Inquiries: 9698 9797 Mon to Fri  
9-3pm.

National Actions
War on Iraq! No Australian Involvement!

SYDNEY: Walk Against The War
30th November 12 noon Sydney Town Hall steps, March to 

Domain
Speakers include: John Pilger, Sharan Burrows, Bishop Pat Power, Sheikh Taj 
Aldin Alhilali, Actor John Howard, Jenny Morris, CNNNN(The Chaser) Dr. Sue 
Wareham (MAPW) More info: Alison Lyssa 0403-827-564, Nick 0409-792-081 

Hannah Middleton 0418-668-098
CANBERRA: Peace Rally 30th November 12 noon US Embassy 

(Yarralumla)
More info: Kathryn Kelly 02-6282-5366, 6247-2424, 0417-269-985

DARWIN: Peace Rally 1st December 10.30am Darwin Rapid Creek 
Market

More info: Merrile Ross 08-8948-3109, 08-8981-4714 08-8985-1295
BRISBANE: Candlelight Gathering for Peace 
1st December 5.30 pm King George Square

6pm speakers, poetry, procession of light. More info: Annette Brownie 07 
3843-1270 (Just Peace) Don Sinnamon 32527101

MELBOURNE: Rally for peace 1st December 1pm
State Library to Treasury Gardens

SPEAKERS: Senator Kerry Nettle, Senator Lyn Alison, Harry Quick MHR, 
Randa Abdel Fatah (Palestinian woman), Bilal Clelland (Islamic Council), 

Jacob Grech, Chair: Leigh Hubbard (VTHC)
More info: Victoria Peace Network: 03-9659-3582, 0425-710-816, 0402-246-

491
ADELAIDE: Peace Rally 30th November 11am Victoria Square
SPEAKERS: Ian Maddox(MAPW, Chair NCCPD), NUS-SA Environment 

officer,
More info:: Mike Khizam: 0439-401-090 Anne McMenamin: 0416-116-532; 

8447-5749 Patricia Murray 8212-4888
PERTH: Peace Rally 8th December 12 noon Stirling Gardens

More info: 08-9218-9608, 0412-079-288
NEWCASTLE: Walk Against the War 30th November

for details contact 4968 1281
LISMORE: rally 30th November 10am Spinks Park, Molesworth St

More info: 6622 2862
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• It is a maximum security 
prison.It is divided into nine com-
pounds, four of which are in use 
at the moment (One for Sabaen 
Mandaen people, one for families, 
two for single men).

All of the compounds are con-
structed in a circular fashion with 
a continuous facade. There are 
no outward looking windows. 
The centre of the compounds is 
a grassed area. Each of the com-
pounds has at least two guards 
on duty, who log in all incoming 
phone calls, control the videos, 
hand out property.

• There are no views from the 
compounds, only the sky and the 
grass. Detainees would be completely 
unaware of any outside activities.

• There are many cameras in 
each compound. The only place to 
be out of camera range is to stay in 
your room, or in the toilet, so most 
detainees that we spoke to are now 
staying in their rooms.

• There is a gym for detainees, 
with a strictly controlled timetable. 
Women don’t tend to use it as there 
are always men about and they don’t 
have any privacy.

• All gates and doors are con-
trolled centrally from a computer. 
Only one door may be opened in the 
centre at any one time. You can wait 
for 10-15 minutes for a door to open, 
and if one has been left open, the 
whole centre ceases to operate until 
it is closed.

• Everything is difficult for the 
detainees. Those who smoke have 
to ask a guard to light their ciga-
rettes, and wait while electronic 
doors are opened.

Those who wish to see their 
friends in other compounds have 
to fill in a request form, and once 
a week they are taken to another 
compound (they are not taken to 
their friends’ compound, but a ster-
ile area, where no-one else is), and 
their friend will be there, and they 
then have a couple of hours to inter-
act, with the obligatory two guards 
helping the spontaneity.

• Detainees told us that it takes 
five days to receive medical atten-
tion, and that when you do you will 

be told to drink lots of water and 
given Panadol for every ailment.

One lady that I spoke to had 
headaches and blocked sinuses for 
the past year and a half, coupled 
with a cough, all probably from the 
dust of Curtin and Port Augusta. 
Why can’t they just manage some 
Beconase or Sudafed?

One other man that we met had 
gone blind at Curtin. He had been on 
a hunger strike, and always worked in 
the sun. This man is now completely 
blind and needs a carer (another 
detainee is doing this), but still hasn’t 
had a medical assessment. He had 
excellent vision when he arrived in 
Australia, and is still young.

• There is no education happening 
for the children. Port Augusta school 
has rejected them. Baxter was trum-
peted as the family friendly detention 
centre, and families in other deten-
tion centres are being pressured to go 
there, being told it is better. Baxter is 
the worst place that I have ever been. 
It is much worse than Woomera. 
Detainees from Curtin who have 
gone to Woomera, say that Woomera 
is much better, those from Curtin who 
have gone to Baxter say that Curtin is 
better than Baxter.

• There is no library. We took 
lots of Persian and Arabic books, but 
nowhere nearly enough for the vora-
cious need for intellectual stimula-
tion in there.

The people we met and talked of 
included a pharmacist, goldsmiths, 
engineers, teacher, electricians, psy-
chiatrist, many students, a person 
who had read all of Shakespeare’s 
works in Farsi, and were familiar 
with most of the Western classical 
traditions in literature and music, 
boys from Afghanistan who want 
to go to school, to contribute to 
Australia; children who love maths, 
physics, and chemistry and can’t 
wait to go to university.

Children who are immersed 
in the humanities, surrounded by 
guards with a culture of distrust 
and suspicion. Guards who are used 
to the prison system, not a seven-
month-old baby who was born in 
detention, not an old blind man, not 
a 16-year-old in a wheel chair, not a 

60-year-old grandmother who wants 
to hug them.

• When we arrived to visit, we 
came armed with lots of snacks and 
goodies we hoped to share with our 
friends. Pistachios, almonds, Turkish 
delight, fruit pastes.

We could not take any of these 
things in with us. These things are 
security threats.

I had to fight to take in photos of 
my paintings (they weren’t included 
in the list of approved of things, 
which said only one or two family 
photographs, I argued that the list 
makers haven’t even noticed that 
culture exists).

• Only four people to visit at 
one time; cello, but no cello case, 
recorder must be kept in the office; 
no diaries allowed in. Detainees 
could not bring their family photos 
to show to us, or even some choco-
late to share.

When you first arrive, the gate 
is opened for you by someone who 
records your number plate and name 
and wants to know the purpose of your 
visit. Then you park your car and the 
cameras are trained on you. You then 
go to a steel gate, press a buzzer and 
someone answers like it is a telephone, 
and you state your business.

After an arbitrary period of time 
(up to 10 minutes) a green light will 
come on and you may open the door, 
which you must shut behind you. 

You are then in a metal cage about 
five metres long, with two cameras 
in it, with a steel door on either end 
and a roof overhead.

You walk the length of the cage 
and press the next buzzer and wait 
again (only three people are allowed to 
be “processed” at once in the office).

Processing may take three quar-
ters of an hour or longer, so you 
wait in the cage to be let in. After 
you make it through the next door 
you are then in the reception area. 
You then fill out forms, show your 
ID, and hand all gifts into property. 
After the usual checks you are then 
moved to the visitor centre (visit-
ing hours are 8am-11am and 1pm 
to 4pm).

You go through more doors and 
then sign in to the visitor centre, 
where you are given a wrist band, and 
an invisible stamp (I’m sure mine was 
Pooh bear, but the guard would not be 
drawn on this serious subject).

Then they go and get your 
friends, which may take half an hour 
or an hour more.

When your friends finally arrive, 
you sit at a table, underneath another 
camera, in front of the guards, who are 
sitting behind a sheet of glass about 
four metres from you, doing noth-
ing. There is cordial in a cool drink 
dispenser, lemon and ant flavoured. 
There is a big coke and drink machine, 
only for the guards’ use, as no-one else 
is allowed to have any money.

You try to find somewhere for a 
private, comfortable chat. You take 
your choice of cameras...

• We were told that there is “trou-
ble” every night in the single men’s 
compounds.

A female guard we met outside 
the centre on said that she had just 
been sacked because she would 
not hit detainees with a baton, but 
a lot of the guards are big men, 
they look like they could pack a 
good punch.

• To attempt to compensate for 
their lack of educational opportuni-
ties, ACM [Australasian Correctional 

Management,  the private company 
running the centre] are taking the 
children for weekly outings (except 
when they can’t think of anywhere 
to go which happened the week that 
we were there).

The first week the children went 
to Port Augusta where they saw 
signs saying “fuck off refugees” and 
“deport the boat people” and “go 
home refugee dogs”. Three weeks 
later some of those signs are still up 
in Port Augusta.

• Entertainment opportunities are 
fairly limited. One television chan-
nel, but the picture is ghostly, two 
videos per week, controlled by the 
guards from the compound offices. 
They had a projector in and showed 
the detainees Cleopatra with 
Elizabeth Taylor, which should have 
been very informative for Middle 
Eastern folk.

• One woman I met knits a 
jumper, then unravels it and knits it 
again to keep herself occupied.

• This place seems to be designed 
for creating maximum psychological 
distress in the detainees and perhaps 
the guards, and I suspect this will 
lead to disastrous results. Having 
grown Middle Eastern men weeping 
in my arms was almost unbearable; 
knowing that they are still there sick-
ens me utterly.

People my age looked 20 years 
older, haggard and saddened. 
Many wanted the option to go 
to a safe third country, straight 
from Australia, fearing to go back 
to their country of origin; some 
think that they are going to die 
in detention and worry about the 
fate of their children who are there 
with them.

Since returning, we have heard 
from a friend that he had just spent 
three days in isolation for his per-
sistent asking to visit a friend. The 
guards said that they were taking 
him on his visit, and instead deliv-
ered him to the isolation gaol.

I keep waiting for good news....
(Name omitted)  J
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The following notes (abridged) are from a recent visitor to Baxter, 
who details the security procedures and destructive, inhuman condi-
tions within the centre. “The image it presents is more consistent with 
a high security facility designed for psychological torture than a tempo-
rary detention complex”, writes Anne Simpson of the Bellingen Rural 
Australians for Refugees who forwarded the report to The Guardian.

Horrifying accounts from 
Baxter detention centre


