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VIOLENT

Heavily-armed Australian Security Intelligence Organi-
sation (ASIO) and Australian Federal Police officers have
carried out violent raids on at least seven homes in Sydney
and Perth since Sunday night, terrorising Islamic work-
ing class families in the name of combatting terrorism.
The Howard government and the security agencies have
seized upon the October 12 Bali bomb blasts to create
a climate of anti-Muslim prejudice and activate, for the
first time, far-reaching new “anti-terrorist” measures.

by Mike Head*

Security officers have indicated
that the raids, whose total number
is unknown, constitute just the first
stage in an extensive and drawn-
out campaign.

Three raids were reported in
Sydney on Sunday night, followed
by three in Perth and another in
Sydney.

In a clear case of political in-
timidation, the raid in Sydney on
Wednesday was conducted against
the father of 30-year-old Jaya
Fadly Basri, who was attending a
media conference with his lawyer
at the time to condemn the raid on
his own home three days earlier.

On Sunday evening, October
27, ten ASIO and police officers,
armed with pistols, shotguns and a
sledgehammer, and wearing bullet-
proof vests, suddenly surrounded
Jaya Basri’s apartment block in the
working class suburb of Lakemba,
in Sydney’s south-west.

Indonesian-born Basri was not
dressed, but the officers demanded
he open the door immediately. Af-
ter looking through the peephole
in his front door and seeing agents
with their handguns drawn, Basri
let them in.

He offered no resistance and
was interrogated, in front of his
28-year-old wife Zahlri and their
two children aged four and a half,
and seven months. Officers turned
his apartment upside down for
five hours until 2am and seized
prayer books, passports, a laptop
computer, leaflets and mobile
phones.

No arrest was made and no
charges were laid. It appears that
ASIO had no evidence whatsoever
— cither before or after the raid to
justify the operation.
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The pretext given was that
Basri was a suspected member of
Jemaah Islamiah (JI), the alleged
Islamic terrorist organisation that
the government and the media
have accused, again without a
shred of evidence, of responsibil-
ity for the Bali massacre.

NSW Council for Civil Liber-
ties president Cameron Murphy
said ASIO had conducted at least
35 raids in Australia since last
year’s September 1lattacks in
the United States, but had failed
to lay a single charge for terrorist
activities.

Attorney-General Daryl Wil-
liams authorised the latest raids by
warrants issued before new regula-
tions were declared banning JI as a
“terrorist organisation”.

The regulations were signed
into law by Governor-General
Peter Hollingworth on the Sunday
night of October 27, but were not
formally notified or announced un-
til Monday. Thus, those raided on
Sunday had no notice that JI had
even been proscribed.

Speaking on ABC radio, Jaya
Basri’s lawyer Stephen Hopper
condemned the tactics as “heavy-
handed”: “He wasn’t wearing a
t-shirt or anything and he said,
I’1l just go and get a T-shirt’. They
said, ‘Open the door now’. He
looked through the window and
saw people armed with pistols and
a sledgehammer so he opened the
door and fully cooperated with the
people who identified themselves
as the police.”

Basri told journalists the police
asked him about visits to Australia
during the 1990s by alleged JI
founder Abu Bakar Bashir and
whether he was a member of JI.

“I did nothing wrong, I only
attended some lectures that he was
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at, like I’ve done with other Indo-
nesian religious scholars”, he said.

“I’m just as upset about the Bali
bombing as everyone. If Mr Bashir
had said anything along those lines
[about terrorism], we wouldn't have
had anything to do with him.”

Basri had downloaded articles
about Bashir’s ideas and activities
from the internet and published
some of them in a small newsletter
for the Indonesian Islamic com-
munity. Nothing in the newsletter
supported violence or terrorism.

Wednesday’s raid on the
Belmore home of his father, Ali
Basri, started at 8.30 am and ended
abruptly just after 1 pm, when Jaya
Basri and his family arrived at the
house after their media confer-
ence.

Hopper, the family lawyer,
questioned ASIO officers, who
then quickly withdrew. They
confiscated a number of items,
including bank statements, diaries,
computers and other documents.

Jaya Basri’s brother, aged 31,
was taken into custody on an expired
visa and taken to the Villawood im-
migration detention centre.

Hopper accused the govern-
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ment of victimizing the Basri
family. “They’ve got nothing to do
with JI or any terrorist group. They
are a very peaceful and humble
family and I believe they are vic-
tims of persecution.”

Having been wrongfully de-
tained in their homes for hours,
the families are considering legal
action against the government.

In Perth, officers, armed with
sub-machine guns and wearing
balaclavas, helmets and bullet-
proof vests, smashed their way
into David Suparta’s home before
dawn.

A neighbour, Helena Joyce,
condemned the manner in which
the raid was conducted, describing
it as “very frightening”, and par-
ticularly traumatic for the family's
four children.

Suparta’s teenage daughter
said her father was handcuffed on
the floor with guns pointed at him,
while she and her young siblings
had guns waved at them.

At another house in the same
street, officers bashed through
gates and doors and confiscated
family videos and computer equip-
ment. Indonesian-born Jan Herbert
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ASIO/POLICE RAIDS

said his family was in shock after
officers held a gun to his head.

Western Australian Islamic
Council president Abdur Rahim
Ghauri said both families denied
any knowledge of JI. “The com-
munity is under depression and
feels that we may be acted upon a
bit differently.”

Islamic Council of Victoria
President Yasser Suliman insisted
there was no knowledge of JI or
Islamic terrorist groups raising
funds in Australia.

Muslims should not be labelled
as terrorists for donating funds
they believed were helping or-
phans or charities, he said.

The government’s attempts to
immediately lay the blame for the
Bali explosion on JI, without any
results of police investigations,
have served to encourage anti-
Muslim violence.

More than 40 anti-Islamic at-
tacks have been reported to police
in Sydney alone since October 12.
Islamic clerics have been spat on,
mosques and schools vandalised
and Muslim women and girls have
had their headscarves ripped off.

continued on page 6
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ASIO raids undermine relations
with Asian neighbours

The Howard Government is steadily isolating Australia from
its neighbours in Asia and the Pacific. This is again shown by the
protests coming from countries experiencing tourist warnings
from Alexander Downer’s Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade —Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Cambodia
and the Philippines. All of these countries have been listed as
“high risk” destinations.

The most vehement protests from Indonesia followed the
raids made on the homes of Indonesians living in Australia last
week. The raids bear all the hallmarks of panic by ASIO and the
Federal police under government direction.

The raiders carried machine guns and pistols, wore flack
jackets and balaclavas and at least in one case, carried a sledge-
hammer. In no case has any hard evidence been produced nor
has anyone been charged for association with any terrorist or-
ganisation. One or two have been charged with visa violations
who have done no more than the tens of thousands of British
backpackers who overstay their visas and work illegally.

The raids are intended, more likely, to impress the Australian
public with fears of “terrorism” and to stir up racist and anti-
Muslim sentiments. At every opportunity the mass media and
government leaders attempt to connect Jemaah Islamiah with
the Bali bombing atrocity although not a shred of evidence has
been produced to substantiate this allegation.

The zealots in the Australian Government also failed to notify
the Indonesian Government that the homes of some of their na-
tionals were on the hit list despite this being part of international
government-to-government procedures. This has also become a
point of friction.

While the government leaders may have convinced them-
selves of the “terrorist” threat, the Australian public has widely
condemned the raids. Many see the raids as Australia’s slide into
a police state. This view is confirmed by new terror legislation to
give ASIO sweeping new powers.

The NSW and Victorian State Labor Governments are also
jumping on the terrorist bandwagon with new laws and the cre-
ation of new police and “special” forces organisations.

As previously noted, the “war on terrorism” requires a con-
tinuing stream of “terrorist” acts whether real or concocted by
the authorities. In this respect the article by famous American
writer, Gore Vidal, (page 7) is essential reading. Australia also
has its “enemy within” residing in high places. ASIO’s chief,
responding to the Government’s paranoia, gave a clue to the
future when he remarked (almost as a promise) that “There will
be further terrorist attacks, of that we can be sure”.

The Australian Government is attempting to downplay the
Asian backlash despite the fact that the Indonesian Government
that has lodged protests over the raids on Indonesian families.
As part of the inevitable response to Australian high-handedness
Indonesia has advised its nationals to leave Australia. The Indo-
nesian media reported and strongly reacted to the raids on the
homes of Indonesians living in Australia.

The threatened US invasion of Iraq and other countries, the
whipping up of the “war on terrorism” and its inherent racism is
creating a worldwide situation of insecurity and anarchy. This is
the inevitable consequence of the policies being implemented by
the US, Australian and British Governments in particular.

Geoffrey Barker writing in The Australian Financial Review
(28/10/02) illustrated the atmosphere being whipped up. Speaking
of the allegation that North Korea possesses nuclear weapons he
wrote: “North Korea should be told there can be no more rewards
for self-confessed cheats and liars in international affairs...

“Pyongyang should be told that diplomatic absolution comes
from unconditional repentance, reform and reconstruction”,
said Mr Barker, who went on to charge North Korea with “crude
nuclear blackmail”.

Geoffrey Barker’s outburst follows the visit by a US rep-
resentative to North Korea during which the US attempted to
stand over North Korea. “The US is mistaken if it thinks that
[its] brigandish attitude would work on the Democratic Peoples
Republic of Korea”, said a Korean Government statement.

Geoffrey Barker’s rude and arrogant remarks are also not
likely to cut much ice and can only hurt Australia’s relations
with not only North Korea but other Asian nations as well.

PRESS FUND

Dubbya is at it again. Last weekend he repeated his declaration that if the
UN doesn’t take action to disarm Iraq, the US will take unilateral action — i.e.
make war against Iraq - “for the sake of peace”. So war is peace! How ironic
that the contorted speech of George Orwell’s bitterly anti-communist novel
1984 should be used by the President of the world’s most powerful capital-
ist nation. Roll over George! The Guardian intends to keep you abreast of
developments regarding the threatened war, and the part that Prime Minister
Howard wants us to play in it. However, in order to do that we need your
help, so please, keep those contributions rolling in. This week we offer our
thanks to the following, for their generous support:

June Ayres $10, T Markou $10, C W Reed $50, J Robson $30.

This week’s total $100. Progressive total $9685

AUSTRALIA

“No to war” — Brisbane,
Townsville & Wollongong

Rallies and marches against war on Iraq were held in several

Australian cities last weekend.

The biggest took place in
Brisbane where upwards of 1500
marched. Speakers at the rally
included Grace Grace, (Secretary of
the Queensland Council of Unions),
Claire Moore (ALP Senator), Drew
Hutton (Greens), Imaan Yus Peer
representing the Muslim commu-
nity, and an activist from the Pine
Gap demonstration.

Following the meeting at Roma
Street Forum there was a march in
which many young people took part.

A leaflet distributed by mem-
bers of the CPA, which listed the
many wars of aggression commit-
ted by the United States, proved

very popular.

There was also a march
in Townsville in the north of
Queensland.

In Wollongong (NSW) about
300 people took part in a rally and
march under the banner of the South
Coast NO WAR Committee.

Speakers included Arthur Rorris,
(Secretary of the South Coast Labor
Council), Dr Hannah Middleton
(Anti-Bases Coalition, Australian
representative on the Global
Network Against Weapons In Space
and President of the Communist
Party of Australia), Munir Hussein,
(Chairperson of the Omar Mosque)
and Doreen Burrows (Australian
Peace Committee).

In her contribution, Dr Hannah
Middleton said: “Let’s talk about the
truth and not tolerate lies, hypocrisy
and double standards. When Bush
talks of ‘regime change in Iraq’, it
means thousands dead and dying on

top of the 200,000 killed in the first
Gulf War and the deaths of 600,000
children as a result of the sanctions.

“There is no evidence that Iraq
is linked with terrorism”, she said.
“Even the CIA that is notorious
for concocting evidence, came up
empty-handed.

“Iraq has broken UN Security
Council resolutions, but contrast this
with Israel that has broken more UN
resolutions than the rest of the world
combined. But the US has done noth-
ing about this. It has, instead, pro-
vided money and political support for
Israel to continue its ferocious war
against the Palestinian people.

“We are at a crucial point in
history — whether peace or war.
Our collective fate depends on the
actions of millions of people around
the world. It depends on you”, said
Hannah Middleton. &

“NO to the WTO”

Since Australian Finance Minister Mark Vaile announced in August
this year that he was hosting a Ministerial meeting of the World Trade
Organisation from November 14-15, groups in Sydney and around
Australia have rallied to do everything in their power to stop the meet-
ing from going ahead. Meetings were called immediately in Sydney,
Melbourne, Canberra, Brisbane, Adelaide and Wollongong with the sin-
gle intention of saying “NO to the WTO”.

The Australian Fair Trade and
Investment Network put a call out
for a rally. Various medicos banded
together and offered their services.
A network of media activists built
a comprehensive website of action
resources and dozens of email lists
have been compiled.

Hundreds of students and teaching
staff are expected to protest because of
the potentially disastrous affects that the
General Agreement on Trade in Services
(GATS) could have on education.

Already the Australian commu-
nity has clearly said NO to the pro-
posed meeting.

However, this is not what Mark
Vaile nor the NSW Police Minister
wanted to hear. Their first move was
to start work on secret plans to ban
websites advocating protests against
the WTO.

At first, there was doubt about
where the WTO meeting would be
held. Then it was revealed that the
meeting would take place in Double

Bay, home to some of Sydney’s rich-
est folk, at the Stamford Plaza Hotel.

A petition by Double Bay resi-
dents was circulated demanding that
the meetings not take place in their
suburb because, while they “fear the
potential mayhem” surrounding the
meeting, they “fear the long-term
effects of the WIO more *

The authorities have now
moved to repair some of the dam-
age caused by the original choice
of venue. With the co-operation
of NSW Police Minister Michael
Costa, the proposed site has
been changed to Olympic Park at
Homebush where the Olympics
were held in 2000.

There will be a number of
actions during the meeting — see
advertisement below. &

Black Books is closing

Black Books is closing down. Between now and December 13 all
Friends of Tranby and supporters have a chance to say good-bye
to the bookshop and shop there for the last time. Black Books is
hoping that all their stock will be sold out and the bookshop is
offering a 15-20 percent discount.

It is very sad to see Black
Books going after 20 years of pro-
moting Aboriginal people’s books.
Established by Kevin Cook and his
supporters, both Tranby Aboriginal
College and Black Books have played
an inspiring and important part in the

struggle for land rights and self-deter-
mination of indigenous people.

Since 1982 the bookshop has
provided information resources
for Indigenous and non-Indigenous
people, researchers and educa-
tional centres.

Sydney

Stop the WTO Agenda
Protest against the World Trade Organisation
UNITY RALLY
Thursday 14th November 12 noon Hyde Park Fountain
Anti-war Contingent meets at Market St end Hyde Park North
Convergence - 8am Angel Place (off Martin Place)

SEMINAR
Alternatives to the WTO Agenda
Sunday 10th November 10am — 4pm
Tom Mann Theatre 136 Chalmers St, Surry Hills
Donation, $10 waged, $5 unwaged more info:
www.aftinet.org.au

Wednesday 13th November - 5pm Town Hall
Free Movement of People March

ABETTER WORLD IS POSSIBLE

“We would love nothing better
than to keep Black Books open”,
said Jack Beetson, executive direc-
tor of Tranby Aboriginal College
“but, unfortunately, we are not in a
position to do so. Black Books was
established as a business, and has
been running at a loss for a number
of years now, we just can’t afford it
anymore.

“While we are closing the retail
outlet of Black Books”, said Mr
Beetson, “our initiative at Tranby
College in showcasing black authors
will continue ...

“We are not walking away from
Aboriginal authors, but are looking
at new ways and hopefully exciting
ways of showcasing authors, and
we would still see ourselves as one
of the leading venues for Aboriginal
authors”, concluded Mr Beetson.

The address of Black Books is
11 Mansfield St, Glebe (Sydney),
Phone (02) 9660 2396. &

Melbourne Cup Guessing
Competition Results
1st.

Suna Er (NSW) Media Puzzle
2nd.

L.Molloy (Vic) Mr Prudent

3rd.
Celia Saw (NSW) Beekeeper
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Inquiry highlights cover-up
by the major parties

It’s official - Peter Reith lied. The Select Senate Committee on
a Certain Maritime Incident (Children Overboard Inquiry) has
found that former Defence Minister, Peter Reith, deliberately
misled the public during last year’s federal election campaign,
after having been told at least 14 times that the “children over-

board” claims were false.

by Janice Hamilton

The report is almost as equally
damning of Prime Minster John
Howard - his office had been
informed 13 times.

The Senate Inquiry found that on
October 7 last year the Immigration
Minister, Philip Ruddock, told the
media that people on board the ves-
sel, known as SIEV 4, had thrown
their children into the sea - claims to
which Howard referred repeatedly in
the days following.

Three days later, Reith released
photographs purporting to support
the claims, but the inquiry discov-
ered the pictures of children in the
water were taken when the vessel
sank on October 8.

Labor Senator John Faulkner,
said the committee had exposed
“an extraordinary story of deceit”
and that the Government owed
Australians an apology.

“The Committee has established
on no less than 13 occasions that
the Prime Minister, his department,
or his office [and] that on no less
than 14 occasions the Minister for
Defence at the time, Mr Peter Reith,
or his office had been informed that
children had not been thrown over-
board from SIEV 4 or that the photo-
graphs of people in the water repre-
sented that event.”

Key findings of the report were:

* no children were thrown over-
board from SIEV 4,

* Minister Reith made a num-
ber of misleading statements, imply-
ing that the published photographs
and a video supported the original
report that children had been thrown
overboard well after he had received
definitive advice to the contrary;

* despite direct media ques-
tioning on the issue, no correction
or retraction was made prior to the
election on November 10, 2001.

The Labor-led Committee heard
15 days of evidence, beginning in
March this year, yet unbelievably
failed to take evidence from the key
figures — Reith, his media adviser
Ross Hampton, and his military
adviser Mike Scrafton.

The Committee also failed to
question the Prime Minister’s inter-
national adviser Miles Jordana.

The Committee in its detailed
report said it was unable to establish
what the Prime Minister knew about
the falsity of the “children over-
board” claims.

This was due to the fact that the
current Minister for Defence Robert
Hill refused to give permission for
key witnesses in the Defence Force
and the Office of the Prime Minister
and Cabinet to appear to give evi-
dence.

Yet it is also clear that Labor
lacked the will to force those wit-
nesses to testify.

When Democrat Senator Andrew
Bartlett moved a motion at a private

meeting of Senate inquiry members
that the reluctant witnesses be sub-
poenaed to appear, the three Liberal
committee members abstained, and
Labor voted against it.

Did they fear setting a precedent,
that when next in government they
might also be called to account for
similar actions?

Because of this failure to sub-
poena key players, the Australian
people may never hear the whole
truth of the matter.

On the controversy surround-
ing the sinking of another ves-
sel, the so-called SIEV X, in
which 352 boat people drowned,
the Committee said it found no
grounds for believing that dere-
liction of duty was committed by
Australian agencies.

This overloaded, unseaworthy
vessel sank between Indonesia and
Christmas Island on October 20, the
day the Australian Federal Police
became aware it was en route - infor-
mation that did not reach Defence
surveillance agencies.

However, the Committee also
found it “extraordinary that a major
human disaster could occur in the
vicinity of a theatre of intensive
Australian operations and remain
undetected until three days after the
event, without any concern being
raised within intelligence and deci-
sion-making circles”.

The Committee in its view said it
was disturbing that no review of the
SIEV X episode was conducted in the
aftermath of the tragedy.

The Children Overboard Report
contains no surprises.

The major players who’ve
escaped Parliamentary scrutiny are

o
L
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-

SORRY ABOUT THE DELAY. ..
WE THOUGHT You WERE REFUGEES

flying high, as is the man they may or
may not have been protecting, John
Howard.

Where are they now?

Peter Reith, lobbyist for a multi-
national defence firm and new chair-
man of the Liberal Party’s elite fund-
raising group the 500 Club;

Ross Hampton, media adviser
to Health Minister Brendan Nelson;
Peter Scrafton, Senior Defence
Department executive;

Peter Hendy, head of one of
Australia’s most powerful busi-
ness lobby groups; and John
Howard, re-elected as Prime
Minister after one of the most
downright deceitful election cam-
paigns ever.

Capitalism constantly declares
the moral superiority of the bourgeois
parliamentary system over any other.

In Australia (as in the US, the
UK, etc) both the major parties are
first and foremost committed to pro-
tecting the institutions of the capital-
ist state, the two-party system and of
course their own interests.

Ultimately, the Senate
Committee report is just another tes-
tament of betrayal - the betrayal of
the Australian people by the Howard
Government, by our Parliamentary
system, and by the Committee itself.

The report can be found on
the internet at: www.aph.gov.au/
senate/committee/maritime_inci-
dent_ctte/index.htm &

Private interests’

move on higher ed

The federal and state governments are increasingly seeking to
load the costs of education onto students and their families, and to
delegate responsibility for funding the remaining costs to “market
forces”. A new OECD report, Education at a Glance, has revealed
that private funding of higher education in Australia, including
the infamous student HECS fees and “private/public partner-
ships” (PPPs), leapt by 43 percent between 1995 and 1999.

by Peter Mac

In the same period, the report
reveals, government funding for
higher education fell by 12 percent.
Australia now spends only 1.6 per-
cent of its gross domestic product
(GDP) on higher education, a long
way behind the US (2.3%), Canada
(2.5%) and South Korea (2.4%).

The HECS fees are jeopardis-
ing the ability of many students to
participate in university and college
education. Private/public partner-
ships, most of which involve pri-
vate funding for new higher edu-
cation projects, are likely to impose
crippling financial burdens on the
nation in the future.

PPPs and other forms of private
investment in higher education also
exert an ever- increasing commercial
influence on higher education policy.

Nevertheless, about half of the fund-
ing for Australia’s higher education
now comes from these sources.

At the primary and secondary
school level, private spending on
private education rose by 37 per
cent in the 1995-1999 period. This
includes the costs of new projects,
as well as the cost of school fees for
the parents.

Given the ever-increasing con-
tribution of government funding for
private schools, it is highly likely
that the major part of this increase
reflects the additional number of
enrolments at private schools as
parents react to dwindling govern-
ment funding for primary and sec-
ondary public education.

The reduction in government
funding has meant that universi-
ties have been forced to cut expen-

diture in research and development.
Federal government funding for this
area of university activity has fallen
by 17 per cent since the Howard
Government came to office.

It has also become necessary for
universities to seek funding from
other sources, in order to cover
operating costs. One source of
funding has been the maximisation
of student enrolment, both local and
overseas.

This policy has been pursued
vigorously, even though in many
cases it has meant that the total
number of enrolled students has
exceeded the accommodation avail-
able in university and college lec-
ture theatres.

There is also mounting evidence
of university staff being pressured
to “adjust” the marks of poorly-per-
forming students in order to main-
tain the enrolment rate.

The scramble for non-govern-
ment tertiary education funding has
led to some universities introducing
special “reserved places” for stu-
dents who are willing to pay up-
front HECS fees.

akeover
ucation

The practice blatantly discrim-
inates against those who cannot
afford this method of payment. It
also breaches ethical and academic
standards, since the places may be
offered to those whose academic
score is below what is normally
necessary to gain access to the
course in question.

Last year a Senate special
committee report, Universities
in Crisis, recommended that this
practice be phased out. The report
noted: “This policy is fundamen-
tally inequitable, and has no place
in an Australian higher education
policy based on the principles of
equity and merit.”

Nevertheless the practice con-
tinues, with the full blessing of
the Howard Government. In a tacit
admission of how widespread this
insidious form of academic corrup-
tion has become, and how the gov-
ernment wants students to pay for
their education in future, a govern-
ment spokesman recently declared
proudly that the policy of up-front
payment gave Australian students
“the same opportunity to invest in

their education as is available to
overseas students”.

Although the picture may appear
bleak with regard to the funding of
public education in Australia, there
are some significant glimmers of
hope. The remarkable victory of the
Greens in the recent Cunningham
by-election has been attributed
almost entirely to dissatisfaction
over local issues.

The issue of marks “adjust-
ment” for poorly performing stu-
dents caused a furore at Wollongong
University last year, and it is entirely
possible that the Cunningham elec-
torate was expressing its dissatis-
faction over a very wide range of
political issues, including that of
public education.

It is also possible that the
Cunningham experience will be
repeated in many other elector-
ates at the next federal elections.
If this proves to be the case, there
may well be a favourable opportu-
nity for left and progressive forces
to radically improve public educa-
tion and many other areas of gov-
ernment in Australia. &
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Fatalities expose slave labour racket

Immigration Minister Philip Ruddock has weighed into the
debate surrounding a fatal accident at a construction site in the
Riverina district of NSW a fortnight ago. The death of two men
who fell 20 metres from the top of a concrete water tower at Lake
Cargelligo has exposed more evidence of slave labour rackets in
Australia that take advantage of Australia’s immigration laws.

by Bob Briton

One of the deceased, South
African Anthony Beytel, was the
foreman of the job at the time scaf-
folding collapsed during a con-
crete pour. He was also principal
of the South Australian-based com-
pany BGA Projects and arrived in
Australia in July to take charge
of the job contracted by the NSW
Public Works Department.

A survivor of the accident,
Oagiles Malothane, told an offi-
cial of the South African High
Commission that Mr Beytel was
his boss in South Africa and had
arranged for the team of black South
Africans to come to Australia to
carry out the contract work.

It appears Mr Malothane is typi-
cal of the workers caught up in the
scam. He has little education and lit-
tle ability in English. He is the father
of four whose wife back in South
Africa received a weekly stipend
of $100 as part of his contracted
arrangement. He started work as
a labourer soon after his arrival in
Australia on August 5.

The 42-year-old worker from
South Africa’s North West province
entered the country on a short stay
“456” business visa — a document
supposedly issued to foreigners con-
sidering investing in Australia.

Up until the time of the tragic
collapse of the partly built water
tower, Mr Malothane had personally
received only two cheques of $50
each in exchange for three months of
work which included shifts of up to
14 hours, seven days a week.

A condition of his employment
was that he should have no contact
with the outside community.

Last week Senior diplomat
Rasheeda Adams made public the
South African High Commission’s
concerns for Mr Malothane’s
welfare. With help from the
Australian Federal Police, the High
Commission claims to have estab-
lished that Mr Beytel’s widow
sent Mr Malothane back to South
Africa after the injured worker was
whisked out of Wagga Wagga Base
Hospital.

The injured worker had had a
splint inserted in his left leg and
medical staff had expected him to
be in hospital for at least another 10
days for intensive physiotherapy. He
was certainly in no condition for the
14-hour flight to Johannesburg.

The South African High
Commissioner, Mr Zolile Magugu,
told The Australian last week that
workers like those at the Lake
Cargelligo site were being exploited
by “racist right-wing” South
Africans who were running ‘“Mafia-
style” labour rackets.

The usual arrangement is for the
labour broker to take anything from
half to 80 per cent of the salary paid
to the worker and to pay the differ-
ence to the employing company.
The labourer typically receives just
enough to buy food to sustain him-
self.

The Congress of South African
Trade Unions (COSATU) said that
the workers killed and injured in
this incident are the latest victims

LABOUR NOTES

Yet another bank has a multi-billion profit on the back of cus-
tomer fees, staff cuts and a refusal to negotiate a pay deal for
its workforce. The ANZ has announced a record $2.3 billion
profit. Finance Sector Union National Secretary Tony Beck
slammed the ANZ for cutting its workforce by 50 percent in
ten years. “The ANZ is now the only major bank without a new
enterprise agreement. That leaves ANZ staff at the mercy of
higher workloads, cutbacks and job losses.” The union has
wrapped up new enterprise agreements with the three other
major banks, Westpac, Commonwealth and National Australia
Bank. Those agreements include guarantees on better staffing.

The Community and Public Sector Union has raised the alert
following media reports that Workplace Relations Minister
Tony Abbott has put a submission to federal Cabinet aimed at
pushing thousands of public servants onto individual contracts
(Australian Workplace Agreements). The proposals include
bonuses for staff who take up individual contracts, as well as
the withholding of promotions to put pressure on those who
refuse. “As far as we can ascertain based on information in
the media, what the Minister is putting forward runs contrary
to both the Workplace Relations Act and the Public Service
Act”, said the union’s National Secretary, Adrian O’Connell.

The ACTU has renewed its call for national laws guarantee-
ing 100 percent of employee entitlements when companies go
bust. The call followed a signal from the Federal Government
that it intended abolishing the Ansett ticket tax. The passen-
ger airline ticket levy was officially meant to pay entitlements
to Ansett workers sacked when the airline nosedived into
bankruptcy. The plan to abolish it came after it was revealed
that the Government was pocketing the money from the tax
while refusing to hand over the proceeds to the workers.

of a labour brokering service, which
provides slave labour to white South
Africans worldwide.

Andrew Ferguson, NSW
Secretary of  the CFMEU
(Construction and General

Division), recalled the recent history
of such scandals.

“When the CFMEU uncovered
the shocking exploitation of Indian
guest workers building a temple in
Helensburgh, Ruddock said it was
a one off.
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“Since then we have uncov-
ered the despicable treatment of
Serbian painter and guest work
Rados Stevanovic, who was paid $1
an hour by his sponsoring employer
for three years; and now this South
African scandal...This all points to
a systemic failure by the Department
of Immigration.”

The Federal = Immigration
Minister does not see things this way,
however. While Mr Ruddock is con-
stantly on guard and taking prompt

and extreme measures to prevent the
entry of imaginary hoards of “ter-
rorists”, “queue jumpers” and AIDS
sufferers, he is apparently uncon-
cerned about slave labour rackets
operating in the country.

The Minister goes into denial
mode when it comes to the ample
evidence of the South African High
Commission, COSATU or the
CFMEU and has no plans to review
the immigration laws that allow for
such outrageous abuses. &

Rail union to Corrigan:
“We’re here to stay”

At the end of August the management of privatised freight rail
corporation, Pacific National — owned 50/50 by Patrick Stevedor-
ing and Toll Holdings — started issuing letters to professional and
supervisory employees that purported to be “Appointed Agree-
ments”, that were “on top of the Enterprise Agreement”.

When the Rail, Tram and Bus
Union (RTBU) discovered what
was happening a forceful objec-
tion was made to the company.
On September 9 the union’s NSW
Branch Secretary Nick Lewocki and
National Secretary Roger Jowett met
with Pacific National management.

Pacific National had never men-
tioned the Appointment Agreements
during several months of nego-
tiations over a new Enterprise
Bargaining Agreement (EBA) for
FreightCorp  (FreightCorp  was
bought by Pacific National in
June).

Pacific National claimed that they
were merely copying existing provi-
sions in the FreightCorp EBA and
that they wanted these agreements
with employees who were “involved
in forming the company’s objectives”
or who “used commercially sensitive
information in their work”.

Some members reported being
told that if they did not sign the
agreement, they would no longer be
given access to “commercially sensi-
tive information”. Pacific National is
using the Appointment Agreements
in three ways:

* creating an “us and them” men-
tality among supervisory and profes-

sional employees against operational
and maintenance workers;

* defining the union and col-
lective bargaining as dangers to the
company;

* enticing supervisory and pro-
fessional employees to become even
more “flexible” in return for a prom-
ise of an “incentive bonus” scheme.

The Appointment Agreements
also take away certain benefits now
provided in the FreightCorp EBA
and roll benefits — especially “rea-
sonable overtime” — into a “Total
Remuneration Package”. Employees
lose the right to specific leave cate-
gories and to a rostered day off, and
instead have to ask their manager,
whose decision is final.

Meanwhile, Chris Corrigan,
managing director of Patrick
Stevedoring, upped the ante at an
investors’ meeting in New York
last month, telling the gathering the
union was blocking job cuts and that
he had inherited “productivity prob-
lems” from the former government-
owned rail service.

The RTBU points out that these
claims are untrue, with Roger Jowett
commenting that “Corrigan is set-
ting out a mid-term agenda with
these remarks”.

The facts are that in June the
NSW  Auditor-General reported
that the sale of the NSW-owned
FreightCorp to Pacific National
caused a $70.1 million loss for the
state, as well as the transfer of $351.7
million in debt from FreightCorp to
the government.

The stockmarket was very clear
on what had happened and boosted
Chris Corrigan’s personal wealth
by $13 million in two days. “The
RTBU is focussed on jobs and com-
munities, but Patrick is on gouging
what were public assets, revelling
in the corporate greed that is at last
being questioned by society”, said
Mr Jowett.

Furthermore, Corrigan’s hints
about productivity, the same accu-
sation he hurled at the Maritime
Union of Australia in 1998 when
he launched a government-
backed attack on that union, clash
with data from the pro-business
Productivity Commission.

In the five years from 1996 in
NSW, rail freight charges for grain to
port fell in real terms by 22 per cent,
and for coal to port 52 per cent.

“The RTBU was formed by four
unions in 1993, and one of them is
the oldest rail union in the world”,
said Roger Jowett. “This year we
celebrate 141 years of railway union-
ism in Australia. Like the Maritime
Union, we are here to stay.”

Acknowledgements: Rail Tram
& Bus Worker. &
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The Motorcycle Diaries,
A Journey around

South America

By Ernesto Che Guevara
Translated by Ann Wright

Reading this book brought back a lot of memories. As a young
man of 16 years old I discovered Ernesto Che Guevara when I
read about his death in 1967 in Bolivia. He was there fighting with
the National Liberation Army of Bolivia. On October 8, he was
wounded and captured by US special forces and Bolivian army
soldiers, who later executed him and secretly buried his body.

Reviewed by Steven Katsineras

I was -captivated and over
the next few months I bought
and poured over the pages of his
books, including the Bolivian Diary
and Reminiscences of the Cuban
Revolutionary War. It was one of
Che’s habits to jot down meticu-
lously most of the day’s events in a
personal diary.

I thought like Che did and his
views on injustice and inequality and
how to overcome them rang true to
me. He became a hero and I aspired
to be like him. Over the years I read
everything I could find written by or
about Che Guevara.

It is necessary to give some brief
biographical background of Che to
understand something of the signifi-
cance of The Motorcycle Diaries.

He was born Ernesto Che
Guevara de la Serna on June 14,
1928, in Rosario, Argentina. The
nickname Che came later and stuck
to him.

Che is commonly used in
Argentina to mean “pal” and “mate”
and Argentineans are often nick-
named Che in countries using other
languages.

His family was a large, upper
middle class family with radical
ideas. In 1948, Ernesto entered the
University of Buenos Aires to study
medicine.

He had a keen interest in litera-
ture, travel and sport, especially soc-
cer and rugby despite severe asthma.
In 1950, Guevara made a 4000-mile
trip around northern Argentina.

In 1951, while a medical stu-
dent, aged 23, Ernesto undertook
a journey around South America
for a year, on a Norton 500
motorcycle called La Poderosa
Two (literally “the powerful
one”), and it is this journey
that is narrated in his book The
Motorcycle Diaries. He trav-

elled with an older radical doc-
tor friend, Alberto Granado, who
specialised in leprology.

Motorcycle Diaries is a vivid
account of the adventure of a life-
time. It is full of drama and comedy.

Che Guevara and his friend
Alberto leave the university and a
life of privilege for ten months on
the road. While there are fights, sex-
ual encounters and drunken parties,
there are also very moving examples
of Che’s idealism and his solidarity
with the oppressed.

Their experiences bought them
personally face to face with the
poverty and inequality of South
America. During their travels the
two worked with people suffering
with leprosy and saw the terrible liv-
ing conditions of the people.

The Motorcycle Diaries gives an
insight into the radicalisation of Che,
the nascent revolutionary.

He writes in a very natural, free-
flowing and descriptive prose that
suits well a travel narrative. His
poetic descriptions of the mystery
and beauty of the wild and moun-
tainous continent are wonderful.

The title is a little misleading as
the motorcycle La Podersa 2 gives
up part way through their journey.
The friends then hitchhike on market
trucks, travel on a narrow gauge rail-
way, stow away on freighters, share
a cargo plane with horses and raft
down a river on a homemade raft.
With little money the two use their
skills to get rides and survive.

Che is greatly impressed by the
people he meets and praises the
hospitality of the common people
of South America, describing such
incidents like that the Chilean com-
munist sulphur miner who says,
“Come, comrades, come and eat
with us. I’m a vagrant, too”.

The irony of the situation and of
their backgrounds was not lost on

Speaking at the Cuban House of Trade Unions

Che. This trip shows the young Che
embracing the people and the culture
and ideals of pan-Americanism. He
acknowledges in the book that “the
person who wrote these notes ... me,
is no longer me, at least I’'m not the
me [ was”.

My favourite section of the
book comes towards the end and
is titled “As an Afterthought”. Che
has a “revelation” where, in a mysti-
cally surreal night scene an old man
speaks to him about revolution and
sacrifice in wise and profoundly pro-
phetic words and foretells Che’s des-
tiny of struggle and death.

Che says afterwards, “I now
knew ... I knew that when the great
spirit cleaves humanity into two
antagonistic halves, I will be with
the people. And I know it because |
see imprinted on the night that I ...
consumed with rage, will slaughter
any enemy [ lay hands on. And then
I see myself being sacrificed to the
authentic revolution, the great level-
ler of individual will, pronouncing
the exemplary mea culpa.”

I found this to be deeply moving
and I remembered reading a long
time ago that, as Che waited to be
executed, a solider seeing him deep
in thought, mockingly asked, “Are
you thinking about your immortal-
ity?” Che answered “No, I’m think-
ing about the immortality of the
revolution.”

The Motorcycle Diaries is a
grand and lively tale of discovery,
wit, determination and curiosity, that
lets the reader into the thoughts and
feelings of the young Che, before he
was a socialist and a political figure
who would change history.

This book tells a very human
story and no biographical study
or proper understanding of Che
Guevara is truly complete without
reading this book.

It is not a sanitised version of
the young Che, but the real per-
son. Reading it is an inspiring and
delightful experience and I highly
recommend it to anyone who has an
interest in life. It resonates with the
heart and spirit of an exceptionally
remarkable human being.

The book is neatly wrapped up
with a prologue and epilogue from
the writings of Che’s father, Ernesto
Guevara Lynch.

“If you tremble with indigna-
tion at every injustice, then you’re a
comrade of mine.”

Che Guevara 1928 - 1967.

The Motorcycle Diaries, A
Journey Around South America
155pp is published by Fourth Estate
(London) and distributed in Australia
by Harper & Collins, rrp $19.95.

In conjunction with the
Che Guevara Studies Center in
Havana, Ocean Press has plans to
publish a new expanded edition of
The Motorcycle Diaries in English
and Spanish. &

AUSTRALIA

In a speech at the Victorian ALP state conference last month,
Premier Steve Bracks promised: “Labor will legislate to ensure
that public ownership of the water industry is entrenched in
the constitution.” Double meanings are a standard procedure
for right-wing opportunists. What Bracks’ promise means in
practice is that Victoria’s water will be privatised from within
using public-private partnerships. The double meaning of
“private” is profit: only the profitable parts will be privatised
and hived off to the corporate partner. Where does the “pub-
lic’ come in, you may ask? Well, the public pays for it all; the
infrastructure, the price hikes, the tax breaks for the private
corporations, the bail-outs when guaranteed profit levels
fail to materialise, the lousy service, etc. Some partnership!

As part of the terror war on workers, Workplace Relations Min-
ister Tony Abbott is to introduce a bill to force union members
to vote every three years for or against affiliation to any politi-
cal party. In this case, of course, it's the Labor Party. Behind
Abbott’'s “more democracy for the workers” cry is the aim of
control over the unions; the destruction of their independence
and imposition of the Government’s political agenda. The Gov-
ernment is after all politically affiliated to the employers. The
irony, if it can be called that, is the move by the ALP right-wing
leadership to disaffiliate the Labor Party from the trade unions.

As the nursing shortage crisis deepens, what are govern-
ments doing to resolve it? In Tasmania the Bacon Labor
Government has struck on a bright idea - employ non-nurses
to assist in the provision of nursing care in public hospitals.
The Royal College of Nursing delicately pointed out that this
approach is not an effective solution and that perhaps Mr
Bacon should instead look at strategies such as scholar-
ships, additional training places and other such incentives.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is NSW Police Minister
Michael Costa. Trade Ministers from 25 countries are due
here on November 14-15 for a meeting of the World Trade
Organisation. The Federal Government has been forced to
change the venue of the meeting, from the up-market sub-
urb of the wealthy, Double Bay in Sydney’s eastern suburbs,
to the Novotel Hotel at Olympic Park. To salve the heat of
embarrassment over this move, forced on the organisers by
impending demonstrations, Costa has attacked a forum on
civil disobedience hosted by the Greens in NSW Parliament
House. “They [protestors] are coming here for a violent con-
frontation with police”, said Costa, accusing those who will
attend the November 8 forum of “engaging in activities ... to
create violent situations”. Said Greens MP Lee Rhiannon,
“Academics from the University of Sydney, UNSW and Univer-
sity of Technology will speak about the traditions of peaceful
protest and the exercise of free speech. The forum is a sobre
discussion about civil liberties, which are being undermined by
the major parties.” With head-kicker Costa leading the way.
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Wide powers

In announcing the JI ban on
Monday last week, Attorney-
General Williams declared that any-
one assisting the organisation — even
unwittingly by donating to an asso-
ciated charity — would face pros-
ecution.

“The listing of Jemaah Islamiah
as a terrorist organisation under
Australian law puts anyone who has
any association with it on notice that
they are potentially committing a
serious crime.”

Counter-terrorism laws pushed
through parliament last July can be
utilised for outright political repres-
sion, not only against Muslims but
against anyone accused of having
some link to a banned organisation,
no matter how remote or uninten-
tional.

Under the legislation, a person
who “supports” or” provides funds”
to an outlawed group faces lengthy
imprisonment, even if no terrorist
act actually occurs.

Section 103.1 of the Criminal
Code now makes it a serious offence,
punishable by life imprisonment, to
provide or collect funds, if the per-
son is “reckless” as to whether the
funds will be used to facilitate a ter-
rorist act.

Other sections impose jail terms
of 25 years for being a member of, or
giving money to, (“whether directly
or indirectly”) a banned group.

Even if a person does not know
the group has been outlawed, he or
she can be jailed for 15 years. The
burden of proof is on the accused to
show that they had no knowledge, or
no way of suspecting, that the organ-
isation had been proscribed.

Moreover, membership of an
organisation includes “informal
membership” and “taking steps to
become a member”, unless the per-
son proves that they took “all rea-
sonable steps to cease to be a mem-
ber” once the group was outlawed.

When the government first
unveiled the legislation, in the
wake of the September 11 attacks, it
demanded unfettered power for the
Attorney-General to ban alleged ter-
rorist organisations.

After intense public objec-
tions, the government was forced
to modify that power. A group
can only be outlawed after the UN
Security Council has listed it as
“terrorist” or a court has ruled it to
be “terrorist”.

Outlawed

Apart from JI and al-Qaida,
which was banned last week, the
government has already outlawed or
frozen the funds of 371 entities.

According to ASIO’s annual
report, released last week, they
include political and national-
ist organisations, such as Hamas,
Hizballah, the Popular Front for
the Liberation of Palestine, the
Mujahedin-E Khalq, the Tamil Tigers
(LTTE), the Kurdish Workers Party
(PKK), the Sikh Youth Federation
and a number of Irish, European and
South American groups.

These measures open up vast
scope for officers or agents of ASIO,
associated intelligence agencies and
the federal and state police to frame-

Violent police raids

up people, including known political
opponents of the government.

ASIO and the other security
agencies have a long, well-docu-
mented, record of planting and
recruiting agents inside targeted
organisations, in order to report on
their activities and manufacture alle-
gations against their supporters.

This potential is increased by
the legislation’s sweeping defini-
tions of terrorism and treason, also
punishable by life imprisonment.
Terrorism covers any acts or threats
that advance “a political, religious or
ideological cause” in order to coerce
a government or any person.

The act or threats need not
involve personal harm they can
include damage to property or risk
to public health or safety, or interfer-
ence with an information, telecom-
munications, financial, essential ser-
vices or transport system.

Under these provisions a wide
range of political activity can be
outlawed, such as planning or par-
ticipating in a protest outside gov-
ernment offices or facilities (such
as refugee detention centres), where
damage allegedly results.

Workers who picket a work-
place, or demonstrators who block
roads or entrances to financial insti-
tutions, such as the stock exchange,
could be charged as terrorists, as
could computer hackers.

ASIO boosted

Government leaders are agitat-
ing for even greater ASIO powers.
Speaking after news broke of the
raids, Immigration Minister Philip
Ruddock declared that ASIO was
unable to detain suspected al-Qaida
and JI members because proposed
legislation authorising such mea-
sures was being held up in the
Senate.

Ruddock complained that the
Government’s ASIO Bill had been
sent to a parliamentary committee.
“The Commonwealth has no power
to detain people who are suspected

of being terrorists”, he told Channel
7’s Sunrise program. “We wanted to
give ASIO this power to be able to
detain people for up to seven days.”

The ASIO Bill is a key compo-
nent of the “counter-terrorism” laws.
If the legislation is passed, the intel-
ligence organisation will have the
power to detain people, including
children as young as 14, for inter-
rogation without charge, merely on
the accusation that they might have
information or documents relating to
terrorism.

Detainees need not be suspected
of any offence and could include
journalists, political activists, law-
yers, a suspect’s family members,
neighbours or even priests.

Under the proposed bill, detain-
ees can be held for two days incom-
municado, without the knowledge of
their families and without access to
legal advice.

After 48 hours, they can speak to
a lawyer, but only one who has been
handpicked and security-vetted by
ASIO, and only if ASIO monitors
their conversations. If they refuse
to answer ASIO’s questions or hand
over documents, they can be jailed
for five years.

The Labor Party, supported
by the Australian Democrats and
Greens, has referred the ASIO Bill
to a Senate committee.

Opposition leader Simon Crean
has no disagreement with the wide-
ranging powers themselves; he
merely wants them conferred on the
federal police rather than ASIO.

But as the joint ASIO-Federal
Police raids have illustrated, the two
agencies work so closely together
that Labor’s proposal will in no way
address the legislation’s far-reaching
assault on civil liberties and basic
democratic rights.

With Labor's backing, the gov-
ernment rushed two bills through
parliament last week, one of which
extends Australia's homicide laws to
cover killings in other countries.

This will allow the quick extradi-
tion of prisoners charged with terror-

ist murders. The other bill enabled
the government to outlaw JI and
other groups, without waiting for its
regulations to be approved by par-
liament.

At the same time, the govern-
ment is pouring money into ASIO to
expand its operations. May’s budget
boosted the agency’s funding by 25
percent to about $85 million a year.

ASIO’s annual report revealed a
substantial increase in the security
vetting of immigrants, refugees and
public servants.

In 2001-02, it conducted 39,021
visa security checks, up from 17,520
four years earlier; 2281 assessments
of asylum seekers, up from about
400; and 12,355 personnel checks,
up from 10,847.

ASIO’s full-time staff numbers
rose to 618, from 536, while its
recruitment of intelligence officers
has doubled since September 11 to
30 a year.

Interviewed anonymously by
The Age (it is an offence to name
an ASIO officer or agent), the agen-
cy’s head of recruitment boasted that
within two years the organisation
would be back to Cold War numbers,
or about 700 full-time employees.

“Our activities are legitimised”,
he gloated, welcoming the impact
of the “war against terrorism” on
ASIO's public image.

During the 1960s and 1970s,
ASIO, along with the entire intel-
ligence network, including mili-
tary agencies and police special
branches, became justifiably dis-
credited among the general popu-
lation for their surveillance, infil-
tration and dirty tricks operations
against anti-war, trade union, student
and socialist organisations.

During the Cold War, the author-
ities sought to justify these activi-
ties in the name of fighting “com-
munism”. Today, under the banner
of the Bush administration’s “war
on terrorism”, ASIO is being
granted unprecedented powers and
resources.

The Labor Party has fully
defended the ASIO raids, while
Crean has criticised the govern-
ment from the right - for its failure
to move fast enough against alleged
JI supporters.

New South Wales Premier Bob
Carr has gone even further, announc-
ing the formation of a state coun-
ter-terrorism police unit and fore-
shadowing new laws to give police
additional phone-tapping and eaves-
dropping powers.

*Mike Head is a lecturer in
law at the University of Western
Sydney

http:// www.kominf.pp.fi
General class struggle news

Perth

Megan Sassi Memorial Lecture

Acting Equal Opportunity Commissioner
Moira Rayner delivers the Megan Sassi Memorial Lecture
Why Sheep Won’t Cross Bridges: The Politics of Fear

Monday 11" November 5.30 for 6.00pm
State Library Theatre Francis Street,
Light refreshments will be served No charge for admission
WARE (Western Australians for Racial Equality) is supported in
providing this significant lecture by the State Library of Western
Australia and the Office of Multicultural Interests.
For further information contact Diana Warnock (08) 9321 9152 or
Pattie Benjamin 9381 9496

erth
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Gore Vidal claims
“Bush junta”
complicit in 9/11

Gore Vidal, a foremost US author has launched a scath-
ing attack on George W Bush’s Presidency, calling for an
investigation into the events of 9/11 to discover whether
the Bush administration deliberately chose not to act on

warnings of al-Qaida’s plans.

In a long article titled The Enemy
Within in the print edition of The
Observer he argues that a “Bush
junta” used the terrorist attacks as a
pretext to enact a pre-existing agenda
to invade Afghanistan and crack
down on civil liberties at home.

“Americans
have no idea
of the extent

of their
government’s
mischief ... ”

Vidal writes: “We still don’t
know by whom we were struck
that infamous Tuesday, or for what
true purpose. But it is fairly plain to
many civil libertarians that 9/11 put
paid not only to much of our fragile
Bill of Rights but also to our once-
envied system of government which
had taken a mortal blow the previous
year when the Supreme Court did a
little dance in 5/4 time and replaced
a popularly elected President with
the oil and gas Bush-Cheney junta.”

Vidal argues that the real motive
for the Afghanistan war was to con-
trol the gateway to Eurasia and
Central Asia’s energy riches.

He quotes extensively from
a 1997 analysis of the region by
Zgibniew  Brzezinski, formerly
national security adviser to President
Carter, in support of this theory.

But, Vidal argues, US admin-
istrations, both Democrat and
Republican, were aware that the
American public would resist any
war in Afghanistan without a truly
massive and widely perceived exter-
nal threat.

“Osama was chosen on aesthetic
grounds to be the frightening logo
for our long-contemplated inva-
sion and conquest of Afghanistan
... [because] the administration is
convinced that Americans are so
simple-minded that they can deal
with no scenario more complex
than the venerable, lone, crazed
killer (this time with zombie help-
ers) who does evil just for the fun of
it ‘cause he hates us because we’re
rich ‘n free ‘n he’s not.”

Vidal also attacks the American
media’s failure to discuss September
11 and its consequences: “Apparently,
“conspiracy stuff’ is now shorthand
for unspeakable truth.

“It is an article of faith that there
are no conspiracies in American life.
Yet, a year or so ago, who would
have thought that most of corporate
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Why was the automatic standard procedure in the event of a hijacking not followed?

America had been conspiring with
accountants to cook their books since
- well, at least the bright dawn of the
era of Reagan and deregulation.”

At the heart of the essay are
questions about the events of 9/11
itself and the two hours after the
planes were hijacked. Vidal writes
that “astonished military experts
cannot fathom why the govern-
ment’s ‘automatic standard order of
procedure in the event of a hijack-
ing’ was not followed”.

These procedures, says Vidal,
determine that fighter planes should

One step, millions

If you got on a bus to go to Washington, DC, for the Octo-
ber 26 anti-war protest, if you took to the streets in San
Francisco, or if you took part or plan to take part in a
demonstration in any city in the world against the US war
against Iraq, you’re in good company. Protest has been the
method by which workers have stood together historically
to push back the more brutal aims of the ruling class.

by Barbara Jean Hope

Without those who protested,
older workers after years of mind-
bending and backbreaking labour
wouldn’t have Social Security.

Without protests from workers
who worked 16-hour days, forced
to work six and seven days a week
for barely enough food to have the
strength to return to work, an eight-
hour workday would have been out
of the question.

Because of protest against impe-
rialist injustice, the Vietnam War
ended. Because of worldwide pro-
test, Mumia Abu-Jamal has not
yet been murdered by the state of
Pennsylvania.

Working-class  protest slows
down and sometimes turns back the

drive of those who would extract
from us everything but our very
souls for their own gain. Without
protest from the working class, there
would be no such thing as the mini-
mum wage.

Without a history of protest, women
would not be “allowed’ to vote.

The battlefield of the world-
wide class war has many fronts.
Foremost at this moment, we must
struggle to end wars waged to profit
the ruling class.

More than eight million US chil-
dren are without healthcare. Who
are their enemies? Not the children
of Baghdad.

Those who make their voices
heard as our bodies take to the streets
against the warmongers are taking a

of steps

most important step toward the libera-
tion of the working class worldwide.

One individual step at a time, each
of us collectively with millions of
others are taking millions of steps at a
time, in the streets of Rome, London,
Haifa, Pretoria, Cairo and countless
other cities around the world.

Ruling class aims of total dom-
ination and exploitation of the
world’s workers and their resources
leave us no choice. We must.

One step at a time, we climb
aboard buses, hoisting our protest
signs, many of them homemade the
night before.

Each pen stroke on those signs is a
stroke toward the victory of our class.
In concert, millions of steps, millions
of pen strokes, we march on and fight
the battle for peace with justice.

That battle is one the working
class is prepared to win. It’s the one
we can’t afford to lose if we don’t
want to be forced to exchange our
blood for oil. All aboard.

Barbara Jean Hope can be
reached at bjhope2000@cs.com
People’s Weekly World &

automatically be sent aloft as soon
as a plane has deviated from its
flight plan. Presidential authority
is not required until a plane is to be
shot down.

But, on 11 September, no deci-
sion to start launching planes was
taken until 9.40am, 80 minutes after
air controllers first knew that Flight
11 had been hijacked and 50 minutes
after the first plane had struck the
North Tower.

“By law, the fighters should have
been up at around 8.15. If they had,
all the hijacked planes might have
been diverted and shot down.”

Vidal asks why Bush, as
Commander-in-Chief, stayed in a
Florida classroom as news of the
attacks broke: “The behaviour of
President Bush on 11 September
certainly gives rise to not unnatural
suspicions.”

He also attacks the “noncha-
lance” of General Richard B Myers,
acting Joint Chief of Staff, in fail-
ing to respond until the planes had
crashed into the Twin Towers.

Asking whether these failures to
act expeditiously were down to con-
spiracy, coincidence or error, Vidal
notes that incompetence would usu-
ally lead to reprimands for those
responsible, writing that “It is inter-
esting how often in our history, when
disaster strikes, incompetence is
considered a better alibi than ... Well,
yes, there are worse things.”

Vidal draws comparisons with
another “day of infamy” in American
history, writing that “The truth about
Pearl Harbour is obscured to this
day. But it has been much studied.
11 September, it is plain, is never
going to be investigated if Bush has
anything to say about it.”

He quotes CNN reports that
Bush personally asked Senate
Majority Leader Tom Daschle to
limit Congressional investigation of
the day itself, ostensibly on grounds
of not diverting resources from the
anti-terror campaign.

Vidal calls bin Laden an “Islamic
zealot” and “evil doer” but argues
that “war” cannot be waged on the
abstraction of “terrorism”.

He says that “Every nation
knows how - if it has the means and
will - to protect itself from thugs of
the sort that brought us 9/11 ... You
put a price on their heads and hunt
them down. In recent years, Italy
has been doing that with the Sicilian
Mafia; and no-one has suggested
bombing Palermo.”

Vidal also highlights the role of
American and Pakistani intelligence
in creating the fundamentalist ter-
rorist threat: “Apparently, Pakistan
did do it - or some of it but with
American support. From 1979, the
largest covert operation in the history
of the CIA was launched in response
to the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan
... the CIA covertly trained and spon-
sored these warriors.”

Vidal also quotes the highly
respected defence journal Janels
Defence Weekly on how this sup-
port for Islamic fundamentalism
continued after the emergence of bin
Laden: “In 1988, with US knowl-
edge, bin Laden created Al-Qaeda
(The Base); a conglomerate of
quasi-independent Islamic terrorist
cells spread across 26 or so coun-
tries. Washington turned a blind eye
to Al-Qaeda.”

Vidal, 77, and internationally
renowned for his award-winning
novels and plays, has long been a
ferocious critic of the Bush adminis-
tration at home and abroad.

He now lives in Italy. In
Vidal’s most recent book, The
Last Empire, he argued that
“Americans have no idea of the
extent of their government’s mis-
chief ... the number of military
strikes we have made unprovoked,
against other countries, since 1947
is more than 250.”

Email cpa@cpa.org.au for the full
text of Gore Vidal’s article. Just
write “Gore Vidal complete”. &

THE GUARDIAN NOVEMBER 6 2002 7



INTERNATIONAL

Canada

Thousands demonstrate
against private hospitals

About 2000 demonstrators showed up in Brampton October 19,
to protest against the green light given by the Ontario Govern-
ment to open up private hospitals in Brampton and Ottawa.

by Liz Rowley

On the same day, about 400 gath-
ered in Ottawa at City Hall to hear
speeches and move in a car caval-
cade through downtown to the Royal
Ottawa Hospital.

Under the guise of “public pri-
vate partnerships” (PPP), the Ontario
Government is using public funds to
pay private health care providers to
deliver essential services.

The PPPs are the wedge that is
opening up public Medicare like a
sardine can to the US health care and
hospital business.

The PPPs threaten the princi-
ples of the Canada Health Act, and
should be stopped by the federal
government for that reason alone,
says the Ontario Health Coalition,

and its affiliates
Communist Party.

But the federal government has
yet to move to defend either the
Canada Health Act or health care
delivery on the ground, and is in
fact responsible for over a decade
of huge cuts to transfer payments for
health care, made to the provinces.

The collusion between federal
and provincial governments to deep-
six Canada’s 40 year old Medicare
system, is palpable.

First Harris, and now the Eves
Government is aiding and abetting
the corporate “health-care” providers
by continuously de-listing services,
while depressing real health care
funding to deficit levels at hospitals
and facilities around the province.

including the

ICTY Responsible for life and
health of President Milosevic

The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
(ICTY) in The Hague is directly endangering the life and basic
human rights of President Slobodan Milosevic.

On Thursday, October 31, eve-
ning, President Slobodan Milosevic
suffered one of the sudden high
increases of blood pressure, char-
acteristic for his illness (malig-
nant hypertension + angina pecto-
ris). After that he felt so sick, that
he couldn’t attend the “trial” next

morning.
SUCH AN EVENT CAN
CAUSE HIS DEATH!

President Slobodan Milosevic,
national leader of Serbia and
Yugoslavia and hero of resistance to
USA/NATO murderous war machin-
ery is being killed at The Hague by
dungeon prison conditions, already
nine months of a perverted politi-
cal trial, mountains of papers, lack
of fresh air, food, rest, physical
activity, meetings with family and
friends, any facilities to prepare his
extraordinary court room battle.

He is being killed also by the
total absence of medical care!

Here are the comments of the
executioner “judge” May, according
to Reuters:

“He has complained of exhaus-
tion and is being seen by a doc-
tor this morning and a report will
be obtained”, presiding judge
Richard May told the UN court in
Milosevic’s absence.

“In the light of the state of the
accused’s health and the length and
complexity of the case, the trial
chamber is concerned about comple-

tion of the trial”, said May, one of
three judges hearing the case.

“Therefore we wish to have
submission from the parties on the
future of the case in order to ensure
its expeditious conclusion. We wish
to have those submissions within
seven days”, he told prosecutors and
court officials.

Let these seven days be days of
public fight for the life of President
Milosevic!

President Milosevic has to be

allowed to get specialised medi-
cal treatment in Belgrade, until full
recovery, by doctors who took care
about his health for years.
Write to NATO puppet court:
“International Criminal Tribunal
for Former Yugoslavia”, “ICTY”,
fax +3170 512 8637.

Lawyers are invited to write to
the “ICTY President” Claude
Jorda and “President of Trial
Chamber III” Richard May, as
well as to their friends “Amici
Curiae” Steven Kay and Branislav
Tapuskovic (using the same fax).

To join or help this struggle, visit:
http://www.sps.org.yu/

(official SPS website)
http://www.belgrade-forum.org/
(forum for the world of equals)
http://www.icdsm.org/

(the international committee to
defend Slobodan Milosevic). @&

Sydney

Yes to Cuba! Film Nig

An insight into Cuba'’s present day reality, its epic history and the ongoing fight against
the blockade, its art, music, sportsmen and women, and its exuberant people
Tom Mann Theatre
128 Chalmers Street Surry Hills
Friday 22nd November 7pm $10 and $5 (conc)
Organised by the Consulate General of the Republic of Cuba and
the Australia-Cuba Friendship Society. Proceeds from the evening

will go to the High School located in the Sugar Factory named
“Australia”. Inquiries: 9698 9797 Mon to Fri 9-3pm.

ht

The passage of provincial legis-
lation prohibiting deficit budgeting
at hospitals (or any public institu-
tions), has created chaos in service
delivery, and led to bed closures and
layoffs of hospital staff.

It has also led to emergency
room shut-downs during peak
periods when ambulances can be
rerouted away from the closest
hospital to one that’s adequately
staffed and able to accept emer-
gency cases.

The Ontario Government is
also indirectly responsible for plans
to shut down the cardiac unit of
the Children’s Hospital of Eastern
Ontario (located in Ottawa), which
the community and medical person-
nel predicted would cost the lives
of seriously ill children from east-
emn Ontario who would have no
other alternative than to be routed
to the Hospital for Sick Children in
Toronto.

The outrage has stalled the
move, but not halted it yet.

Ontario’s public health care
delivery system has been deliberately
put into long-term, systemic crisis by
a provincial government.

Their efforts are intended to
create widespread public fear and
uncertainty about publicly delivered
health care, and to create a demand
(among those who can afford it)
for private services; the so-called
“choice” favoured by the privatis-
ers, and by self-styled public experts
like Senator Michael Kirby, whose
‘report” was made public at the end
of October.

Kirby, who sees no problem with
“a parallel private system”, calls for
more public money to be spent on
public-private partnerships, and pro-
poses that health care users pay for it
through a special dedicated tax levy

Protest in Alberta in defence of Canada’s public health system

amounting to a minimum of C$1250
per person per year.

For a family of four, the cost of
health care would start at C$5000 a
year, and go up from there.

Is it any surprise that Senator
Kirby’s day job for the last 15 years
has been as a member of the Board
of Directors of the multi-national
(for-profit health care) corporation
Extendicare Inc.?

“This is a recipe for privati-
sation”, said Communist Party of
Canada leader Miguel Figueroa.

“Health care has to be fully
and adequately funded out of gen-
eral revenues (which include cor-
porate tax revenues), not a special
consumption or dedicated tax. And
it has to be fully delivered by the
public sector in publicly owned
institutions.

“There is no room for any pri-
vate health care delivery anywhere
in Canada. The so-called public-
private partnerships should be out-
lawed in Canada. Their existence is
contrary to the Canada Health Act
and the Liberal government should
act now, without further delay.

“Kirby has read the public, and
has had to back off some of the more
strident proposals that the multina-
tionals are demanding. But the pub-
lic should not be fooled. The fight
to save Medicare is just as urgent
today as it ever has been. The forces
behind the privatisation of Medicare
are not receding, they’re tacking.
What’s needed to save Medicare
now is the decisive intervention of
the people, lead by labour and by the
friends of Medicare.”

People’s Voice &

Solidarity Meeting on West Papua

The Third International Solidarity Meeting on West Papua, in
London from October 4-6, was attended by over 20 organisations
from 15 countries. It confirmed full support for the exercise of
self-determination by the people of West Papua, a right belonging

to all peoples in the world.

The Meeting called on the
Government of the Republic of
Indonesia to enter into a process
of peaceful dialogue with the West
Papua leadership, including the
Papuan Presidium Council, and
mediated by a third neutral party.

It called on the international
community and the Government of
the Republic of Indonesia to sup-
port the proposal of the West Papuan
people to declare West Papua a Zone
of Peace.

It therefore called in particular
on the Government of Indonesia
to withdraw the Indonesian Armed
Forces (TNI) and Mobile Police
Force (Brimob) from the territory of
West Papua.

It called on all UN member
states to request UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan to review the
UN’s conduct in relation to the
discredited “Act of Free Choice”
in 1968-1969, which was part
of a fraudulent attempt to legiti-
mise West Papua’s take-over by
Indonesia.

The Meeting declared its warm
solidarity with the Jakarta-based
National Solidarity with Papua
(Solidaritas Nasional Untuk Papua).

The Meeting was deeply con-
cerned at the further deterioration
of the human rights situation in
West Papua.

Leading human rights activ-
ists have received death threats fol-
lowing their efforts to investigate
the killing in August 2002 of three
employees of the Freeport mining
company, and their discovery of evi-
dence which suggests members of
the Indonesian army were involved.

The Meeting stressed the urgent
need for UN human rights monitors
to visit West Papua and called for an
independent team of experts to inves-
tigate the assassination last November
of Theys Eluay, the Chairman of the
Papuan Presidium Council.

The Meeting recognised the
important and unique role of Papuan
women in society and in the strug-
gle for human rights. It also recog-
nised and encouraged the actions

of Solidaritas Perempuan Papua
(Papuan Women’s Solidarity) and
other women’s groups in upholding
their political, socio-economic and
cultural rights.

It called for a campaign to
expose violations against Papuan
women, including the crime of rape
by the security forces and high levels
of domestic violence.

The Meeting urged aid agen-
cies to support the Papuan wom-
en’s struggle, including the pro-
vision of material aid, and to
prioritise resources on empower-
ment of women at grassroots level,
institution-building, and building
women'’s skills — e.g. skills in infor-
mation technology, in running meet-
ings, budgeting, report-writing, and
the media.

The Meeting called on the inter-
national community to press the
Indonesian Government to prevent
the violation of the human rights of
West Papuans, including their eco-
nomic, social and cultural rights,
by transnational companies such as
Freeport McMoran, Rio Tinto and
BP and by the Indonesian system
of granting logging concessions on
indigenous customary lands.

TAPOL solidarity organisation -
London, October 6, 2002 &
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Britain’s worst
polluter moves to US

Thames Water, the giant company that is involved in taking over
water and sewer systems in communities across the United States,
was ranked as the worst polluter in England and Wales for two of
the past three years and is on pace to rank as the worst again in
2002, according to the Environment Agency in England.

A Public Citizen* profile of
Thames’ recent environmental per-
formance found that dating back to
1999, Thames has been convicted of
environmental and public health vio-
lations 24 times.

In case after case, regulators
found that the company was aware
of conditions that led to raw sewage
discharges and could have prevented
the pollution.

It appears, however, that
Thames’ corporate strategy is based
on the notion that paying fines is less
expensive than paying to maintain
and operate water and sewer sys-
tems cleanly and safely.

Thames’ business model is being
imported to the United States as part
of an increasing concentration and
consolidation of transnational cor-
porations pushing to privatise the
world’s water.

RWE AG, the German energy
conglomerate, is acquiring American
Water Works, the largest publicly
held US-based water utility with
operations in 29 states. RWE plans
to put its new US operations under
Thames’ supervision.

Citizens in Lexington, Kentucky,
Stockton, California, and other com-
munities from coast to coast of the
US are alarmed at the prospect of their
water supplies coming under the con-
trol of a gigantic global corporation
with a dismal environmental record.

“Citizens must stop this reckless
polluter from snapping up their water
systems”, said Wenonah Hauter, direc-
tor of Public Citizen’s Critical Mass
Energy and Environment Program.

“Water is a precious resource
and access to clean water is a basic
human right. We can’t afford to
allow a company such as Thames to
have unfettered access to it.”

People have good reason to be
concerned. In 1999, Thames was
successfully prosecuted by the
British Government for pollution
eight times. No company was pros-
ecuted more often.

In 2000, Thames was fined
nearly US$450,000 for pollution
- more than any other company in
England and Wales.

In case after case, the company
was repeatedly criticised for ignor-
ing warnings, failing to respond
appropriately and for unnecessarily
endangering public health and the
environment.

In Dartford, England, in 1998,
Thames was fined US$70,000 for
failing to promptly and competently
stop sewage discharging into the
River Cray. Officials later character-
ised the violation as “unique” in that
the company admitted to “know-
ingly permitting the discharge into
the Cray”.

In 2000, a pumping station fail-
ure in southeast London resulted

in raw sewage and toxic industrial
waste overflowing into a street and
flooding nearby homes.

Residents suffered headaches,
nausea and vomiting, and many
were treated in hospitals. Ten
houses were rendered uninhab-
itable. An estimated 22.5 mil-
lion litres of raw sewage and
waste was pumped into the River
Thames.

The company was fined
US$400,000, the largest fine ever
under the waste management law.

The court harshly criticised
the company for its “complete dis-
regard for human health and the
environment.”

In 2001, a blocked sewer in
Hampshire caused sewage to flow
into the River Wey and lakes in the
area. While Thames’ contractors
arrived on the scene quickly, their
shift ended before they fixed the
problem, and they did not clear the
source of the discharge until the fol-
lowing day.

Hundreds of fish died as a result,
and Thames was fined more than
US$30,000. Magistrates said they
were stunned at Thames’ “excep-
tional levels of incompetence.”

As Thames swoops into commu-
nities in the United States, citizens,
civic leaders and elected officials at
all levels should work together to
stop Thames from gaining control
of water systems and jeopardising
the public health and environment,
Hauter said.

*Public Citizen is a non-profit
consumer advocacy organisation
based in Washington, DC. &

USA

Tortilla factory workers
need your support

About 30 Jobs with Justice (JwJ) activists, including a half dozen
or more striking Azteca Foods workers, distributed informational
leaflets at two large supermarkets in Chicago — Dominick’s and
Jewel. The action was part of a nationally co-ordinated, 10-city
campaign to pressure Azteca Foods owner Arthur Velasquez to
negotiate a fair contract with the union.

by Mark Almberg

Azteca is a large tortilla factory
on the south side of Chicago, with
estimated revenues of over $30 mil-
lion per year. Its tortillas and chips
are sold in large grocery chains
across the country.

Azteca workers won an NLRB
election to form a union with United
Electrical Radio and Machine Workers
(UE) Local 1159 last April, and have

been in contract negotiations with the
company since May 14.

Azteca workers want improved
wages, benefits and working condi-
tions, a fair pension, union security
and dignity on the job.

The company has instead come
to the table with a set of proposals
that would cut wages and benefits,
gut seniority rights and expand the
use of temporary workers.

In the event of war

Sydney: Rally 5 pm US Consulate Martin Place
Wollongong: Rally 5.30 pm Wollongong Mall Ampitheatre
Melbourne: Rally 5 pm State Library Swanson Street
Adelaide: Rally 5 pm Parliament House Steps
Brisbane: Rally 5pm King George Square

The workers report that com-
pany foremen have become increas-
ingly belligerent and abusive to the
workers, the majority of whom are
Mexican immigrants.

Because of the company’s
refusal to seriously consider the
workers’ demands, plans are being
considered for a boycott of Azteca
Food products, along with a series
of new demonstrations at grocery
stores in several states and a wid-
ening, multi-state campaign aimed
at stopping Azteca’s unfair labour
practices and paving the way for a
contract settlement.

The union and JwJ are call-
ing on people to contact Velasquez
to tell him to stop stalling and to
negotiate a fair contract. They urge
sending him a message through
the UE’s website: www.ranknfile-
ue.org/cm/azteca.php.

The site also contains a two-
page leaflet describing back-
ground information on the strike
that can be downloaded and
reproduced for distribution.

The author can be reached at
PWW@pWWwW.org

People’s Weekly World, paper
of Communist Party USA &

INTERNATIONAL
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Access to clean water is a basic right

Global briefs

-

COLOMBIA: Two battalions of US Marine Jungle Expeditionary
Forces have received deployment orders to Colombia in Janu-
ary next year. Around 1100 men will rotate in and out of south-
ern Colombia with orders to eliminate all high officers of the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC). The pres-
ence of US troops in Colombia would be in direct contravention
of the Clinton Plan Colombia and Bush’s expanded Andean
Initiative. The troop deployment agreement was sealed in late
September between Colombia’s new right-wing puppet Presi-
dent Alvario Uribe and George W Bush. It follows a propaganda
campaign that has been churned out in the US media during the
past year, including claims that FARC is training with Al Qaida.

USA: The Defence Department claims to look after the health
and safety of US troops and George W Bush argues that the
Pentagon must forcibly disarm Iraq’s “weapons of mass de-
struction”. But it has been revealed through newly declassified
documents that the Defence Department used chemical weap-
ons and live biological weapons against its own soldiers. The
documents detail secret tests involving Sarin and VX gas as well
as biological toxins, conducted between 1962 and 1971. Previ-
ously it has come out that the Pentagon deliberately exposed
more than 250,000 US military personnel during nuclear tests.

PUERTO RICO: Puerto Ricans are outraged by the
news that local residents were used as guinea pigs in
medical tests conducted by the US. The tests were al-
legedly carried out by a doctor in a local hospital, in-
cluding injecting unknowing patients with cancer cells.

AFGHANISTAN: A bitter resentment is simmering among
Afghanis toward the big US military presence in their country.
As an occupying force imposing Operation Enduring Freedom,
the US is also an oppressor that carries out raids and house-
to-house searches of villages. The anger is particularly bitter
in the south, once the Taliban’s heartland, where US soldiers
confiscate satellite phones, house and car documents, pass-
ports and even family photos. Said Mohammad Khan Gulbaz,
senior representative of the national government, “I have tried
to explain to the Americans in more than 10 meetings that
they should not carry on like this, but they are not listening.”

SOUTH AFRICA: The South African Communist Party (SACP)
has welcomed the government’s plan to establish the South
African Social Security Agency. “The SACP warmly welcomes
this move and believes that such an agency will improve the
system of distributing social grants.” The SACP said that the
establishment of the Agency “adds impetus to the consolida-
tion of public sector solutions in the area of social security”.
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Australia is a peaceful country

This campaign should be fought and won at all costs! This war
should start right now. We will be after the enemy and they will
have nowhere to hide. We are going to bring these terrorists to
justice wherever they are, regardless of how long it takes.

This is what George W Bush has
been saying and our government
stepped straight into it, voluntarily,
without consulting with Australian
people. And if the war should drag
on, we, the normal Australian citi-
zens will be paying for it with our
money and our children’s lives.

What’s worse is that we will be
risking our future and the future of
this country because the Australian
people are peace-loving people and
they are not murderers, whatever
their background may be.

Ask yourself as an average citi-
zen, not as a big multinational corpo-
ration or an owner of the media, TV
station or newspaper, but as a normal

working family man or woman with
kids going to school and a mortgage
to pay off, working part-time or full-
time, is this what we really want?
Is this what we really need? Is this
what this beautiful peaceful coun-
try needs?

You don’t have to be Einstein to
answer these questions, the answer
is quite obvious. I have not met one
Australian person who wants this
war or any war for that matter.

Are we peace-loving people? Of
course we are. Are we justice-seek-
ing people? Of course we are. Do
we want to fight terrorists and the
people who harbour them and sup-
port them and bring them to justice

who ever they are and where ever
they may be? Of course we do! But
George W Bush did not mention the
people who created these terrorists
and the people who funded them and
the people who financed them and
trained them in the first place.

So let’s go a few years back and
find out where these people (the ter-
rorists) came from? It is not a secret
anymore that the Taliban and Al-
Qaeda are American created by the
CIA and the US Administration with
the help of the Pakistani and the
Saudi regimes to topple the social-
ist government in Afghanistan, and
the Soviet army which was present
in that country in the ‘80s.

George W Bush did not mention
that, and does not want to mention
that because his father had some-
thing to do with this.

How about the butcher of

Questions requiring answers

The front-page article of The Guardian (23/10/02) was a very
comprehensive and stimulating coverage of the Bali bombing
and events preceding it. It also raised some questions that should

provoke some thoughts.

As just one suspicious (and
paranoid) reader I would like to put
some of my thoughts forward.

1. The non-alerting of the
fighter planes against the hijacked
planes [September 11]. As the
“incident” was an “inside” job the
air force had been “advised” (infor-
mally of course and no hint of what
was to take place) to remain coma-
tose — and think up excuses to
cover their asses).

2. Another question not

pursued: why did the Pentagon
shift its staff a few days before
from that very portion of the build-
ing which the plane hit? Another
informal warning?

On the continued reading by
Bush at the school — I know I will
have a lot disagree with me but
I think Bush’s intellect is much
overrated — I think he is a perfect
puppet — not a single thought of
his own.

He had not been programmed

on the Trade Centre — too risky — so
when he was advised of its happen-
ing there was nothing in his head
he could connect it with so he went
on doing what he was programmed
for — reading to the children. They
(the controllers) probably pulled
him and re-programmed him.

As for bin Laden’s non-cap-
ture in Afghanistan — you don’t put
your joker out of operation if you
can help it. As a CIA trained and
most likely still operative — he will
bob up again when needed — to stir
up trouble and act as a scapegoat.

B Appleton
Killcare Heights, NSW

Got something to say?

Got an opinion about the system, about human rights,
the labour movenment, peace, land rights, socialism,
privatisation, child care, your local community? Then
write it down and send it to us.
Letters of up to 400 words in length are preferred.

Baghdad, Saddam Hussein? The
very same man who was America’s
favourite in the Middle East. The
one who had been supported and
funded and supplied with all the
weapons he needed including the
very same weapons that the USA
wants to bomb the Iraqis for now.

But it was OK then when he
was doing the dirty work for the
Americans, using it against the
Iranians for nearly eight years and
using it against his own people who
were against the war with Iran and
all the peace activists and the union-
ists and the lefties while the USA
gave him their blessing. Now all of a
sudden he is the number one terrorist
in the world.

Our government wants to go all
the way with the US for what? To
fight terrorists?

If so let’s fight all the terror-
ists in the world, let’s fight all the
countries that have stockpiles of
“weapons of mass destruction” and
all the countries that have nuclear
weapons and war heads and don’t
obey the international law and UN
resolutions, including the USA and
Israel because these two countries
have more blood on their hands than
all the countries in the world put
together since Adolph Hitler.

Going all the way with the USA
is not the right way for peace, jus-
tice, equality and freedom. Australia
is a peaceful country — let’s keep it
that way.

Alan Maarbani
Sydney, NSW

“]t’s not
illegal”

This was the reply of an
Eastern Suburbs garage to a Sydney
Morning Herald reporter on discov-
ery of 20 per cent ethanol petrol con-
tent. Manufacturers limit the vehicle
guarantees at 10 per cent citing pos-
sible damage.

The public have been given
virtually no information as to the
effects of adding ethanol (alcohol) to
petrol (biofuels).

The initiative, mainly by
National MPs for their sugar farmers
has been hijacked by the Manildra
group using wheat as the feedstock.

These are the questions I think
should be raised:

What damage could 20 per cent
alcohol cause?

Alcohol distillation causes a
small residual water content. To mix
ethanol with petrol esters (chemi-
cals) are also added.

Will any changes be needed to
the vehicle tuning? Tuning and fuel
jet sizes for carburettors, also fuel
metring for FI [fuel injected] cars?

Will it cause internal corrosion as
the ethanol creates steam or burning?

This could be more important on
frequent short distance runs.

This should be a high priority for
the NRMA before winter comes.

Bert Heinemann
Fairfield, NSW

Culture
& Life

Socialites
and socialists

The curious titbits that you
turn up in the social pages: it
seems that when Matt Hand-
bury, head of Rupert Mur-
doch’s magazine empire, and
his wife Fiona filed for divorce,
he had to give her a trifling $25
million to be rid of her.

by Rob Gowland

Matt, whose official position
with Murdoch Magazines is pub-
lisher, reportedly offered his ex her
choice of this staggering sum in
cash and shares or else their Eastern
Suburbs harbour-front home and the
vacant land next door. The canny
Fiona took the house.

In April this year she sold it for
$28 million. That’s right, $28 mil-
lion for a house (and a vacant block
of land on which she had intended to
put a tennis court).

I read about it in the Sun-Herald
on Sunday October 27. The follow-
ing day, the paper’s stablemate, the
Sydney Morning Herald, featured
a story about pensioners and oth-
ers in public housing in inner city
Erskineville whose residential estate
was about to be stripped of its trees

and open space so that the “freed”
land could be sold for further inten-
sive development.

The Erskineville public housing
estate was first developed back in
1938. It has low rise blocks of units
and only 140 units all told. There are
instead plenty of trees and lawns.

The units on the estate are sit-
uated amid greenery; because the
blocks are not high rise, even ten-
ants on the top floor are still in con-
tact with the trees. Every window
commands a view of grass or foli-
age, rather than the balcony next
door as in most commercial devel-
opments.

The residents claim that this
ambience is a contributing factor to
the estate’s lack of crime and van-
dalism, and the social interaction
of the residents. And I am sure they
are right.

At the Leningrad Institute of
Town Planning, at the beginning of
the ‘80s, I was told that they had
concluded that blocks of flats should
not be higher than seven (preferably
five) stories. At that height or lower,
the residents remained in contact
with the trees and the gardens, the
passers by, the local dogs, even resi-
dential traffic.

In high-rise blocks the residents
became isolated from their immedi-
ate environment, alienated, lonely,
depressed, hostile, etc. They said
they had learned by experience that
residential housing developments
needed plenty of open space and
greenery, especially trees.

The old Erskineville housing
estate embodies these virtues. It is
civilised high-density housing, as
concerned with the quality of life of
the residents as with merely putting
a roof over their heads.

The land given over to grass
and trees is not “waste space” but
an important part of the cultural
environment of the people who live
there (whether they consciously
realise it or not).

The Erskineville public hous-
ing estate was laid out a long time
ago, before the desires of real estate
agents and property developers
became paramount in NSW housing,
including paradoxically public hous-
ing that should by definition be free
of such concerns.

If the NSW Department of
Housing has its way today, they
will replace the estate’s open space,
lawns and trees with another 450
units. A pleasant environment will
become overcrowded and ugly, with
social consequences that are all too
predictable from the experience
of innumerable other high density
housing estates.

The Department of Housing
is already harassing the mainly
elderly residents to get them to quit
the estate. One of those facing pos-
sible eviction (or loss of amenity if
he succeeds in staying) is veteran
unionist Hal Alexander, one of the
founders of Actors’ Equity.

Being a socialist rather than a
socialite, Hal is joining some of
his fellow residents in a struggle to
retain their little bit of (relatively)
gracious living.

As one of his neighbours,
Veronica Jones, says: “We’re not
moving — we’ll dig our heels in and
they’ll have to drag us out. We’re not
going voluntarily.”

Meanwhile, social parasite (sorry,
socialite) Fiona Handbury has been
fighting with the real estate agents
who organised the sale of her ultra-
posh abode by the water last April. It
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‘Do you believe in money at first sight?”

seems, according to the Sun-Herald,
that the agents have not been paid
their commission ($280.000 or one
percent of the sale price).

The foolish agents presumably
thought that, with $28 million under
her belt, Ms Handbury would easily
be able to pay their paltry commis-
sion. What they apparently did not
realise is that the rich never have
enough: they always want more.

The Sun-Herald article also tells
us that “Only recently Handbury was
still feuding with her ex-husband

over $2 million worth of household
furniture.”

I’ll bet the journalists and techni-
cal workers on Murdoch Magazines’
various publications are really
chuffed to learn that their boss and
his ex-wife have $2 million worth of
furniture to squabble over.

Just knowing that your boss is
on such a good screw that he can
afford furniture worth a couple of
million dollars must make Murdoch
Magazines’ employees feel all warm
and fuzzy, don’t you think?
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Rob Gowland

previews
National public
television programs

Sun November 10 ~
Sat November 16

You and I may have thought that
Israel’s ambition was to destroy
the Palestinians as a nation,
reducing them to a pool of
cheap labour living apartheid-
style in bantustans scattered
amongst Israeli colonists who
are taking possession of all the
best land of Palestine. We might
have thought that imperialism’s
plans for its continued — indeed,
extended — domination of the
Middle East provided strong
support for Israel’s aggressive
ambition.

It seems we were wrong.
According to Eye of the Storm in
the series Aspects of Islam screen-
ing on Compass (ABC 9.20pm
Sundays), “the central issue block-
ing agreement between Israelis and
Palestinians in their attempts at
finding peaceful solutions to their
respective national aspirations” is of
all things “the Temple Mount”.

Yeah, right. Notice how the
Compass program neatly equates (as
“respective national aspirations”)
the expansionist aggression of Israel
with the heroic but grossly out-
gunned attempts of the Palestinians
to save their homes and their lives?

Nevertheless, watch it with a
critical eye and some interesting
information may emerge.

he 1945 British movie 7

Know Where I’'m Going!
(ABC 10.55pm Tuesday) is another
curiously individual film from
the team of Michael Powell and
Emeric Pressburger. They made 4
Canterbury Tale, shown last week
in the same slot.

Not to everyone’s taste, their
films have fierce admirers, nonethe-
less, as Geoff Andrew’s 1980s review
in Time Out will show: “Alongside
A Canterbury Tale [this is] Powell’s
most eloquent tribute to the mysteries
of the British landscape.

“Wendy Hiller is the headstrong
young girl who travels to Scotland

to marry a wealthy but elderly man,
only to be confused and distracted
by the presence of dashing young
laird Roger Livesy.

“Full of well-integrated sym-
bols (islands, hawks, a whirlpool)
and lyrically shot in monochrome by
Erwin Hillier, it’s all quite beautiful,
combining romance, comedy, sus-
pense and a sense of the supernatural
to winning effect.”

he relentless pursuit by the

bourgeois media of any and
everything to do with Hitler (except
anything that really matters) goes
on unabated. Now we have a series
devoted to Hitler’s Women (SBS
8.30pm Wednesdays).

The women in question — Eva
Braun, Magda Goebbels, Winifred
Wagner, Leni Riefenstahl and Zara
Leander — are as fine a bunch of self-
serving fascists as you could hope
never to meet.

With all these program’s about
Hitler’s women, associates, hang-
ers on and servants, why are there
never any programs about “Hitler’s
Financial Backers”, “Hitler’s Friends
Among the Allies” (true there was
one about the Duke of Windsor)
or “Hitler’s Western Business
Associates During the War”?

Now that would be not only
interesting but valuable.

As T have said before, the pro-
liferation of these programs about
Hitler and the others of his evil gang
is a kind of back-handed compli-
ment to the Nazis: “sure, he might
have made mistakes”, they imply,
“but he was nevertheless one of the
great figures of history, deserving of
our respect, however grudging”.

By focusing on the personali-
ties of the Third Reich, bourgeois
TV history acts to divert attention
from the nature of fascism, from
the aspects of the Hitler phenom-
enon which can be (and have been)
repeated. Objectively, in a number of
ways, they actually serve the cause
of fascism.

In this week’s episode of the

excellent Foyle’s War (ABC
8.30pm Fridays), set in 1940,
Detective Chief Superintendent Foyle
(Michael Kitchen) encounters upper
crust British fascists impatiently
awaiting the German invasion.

Their leader, Guy Spencer (played
by Charles Dance), is an impressive,
Mosely-like figure, who is also unscru-
pulous, manipulative and willing to use
anyone to further his own ends.

A bunch of self-serving fascists

This is one of the very few TV
programs (or films) to recognise
that the pro-fascist element in the
British aristocracy persisted in their
pro-German stance well into (and in
some cases right through) the War.
Britain’s enemy (by which they
meant their class enemy) was “the
Bolshevik and the Jew” as Spencer
says, not Hitler.

Foyle’s  assistant,  Detective
Sergeant Paul Milner (Anthony
Howell), a disabled veteran of the
British army’s botched attempt to stop
the Nazi invasion of Norway, is drawn
to Spencer’s demagogy. A weakness in
the episode is that Milner does not dis-
cover Spencer’s ideological inadequa-
cies, becoming disillusioned with his
personality instead.

Nevertheless, it is another
thoughtful, densely plotted who-
dunnit expertly integrated into its
wartime setting. The key to the
series’ success is the way its writer,

Sydney

Hannah is sixty!
Come and celebrate Hannah Middleton’s 60th birthday
and the 10" anniversary of Hannah's presidency of the CPA

Sunday 10*" November 2pm - 6 pm
Marrickville and District Hard Court Tennis Club
Centennial Street near Sydenham Rd Marrickville
$15 to cover food / Drinks can be purchased
The best present for Hannah is a donation to one of her two great passions:
The Communist Party of Australia and/or the Anti-Bases Campaign
Please RSVP to Denis Doherty 0418 290 663
Organised by Pt Jackson branch, CPA

Pass it on!

When you’ve finished this
issue of The Guardian share it
with someone else. Give it to a
friend or workmate, leave it in
the dentist’s or doctor’s waiting

room, at the bus station, on
the train, or give it to your local
library or reading room.

Help The Guardian get around.

Subscribe to The Guardia“

[112 MONTHS: $88 ($80 conc.) [16 months: $45 ($40) [13 months: $23 ($20)

NAME:

ADDRESS:

POSTCODE:

Pay by O Cheque O Money order

— to Guardian Subscriptions
65 Campbell St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010, Australia

or by credit card: oBankcard oMastercard oVisa

cara# L1110 IO OO OO OO
Amount; Expiry Date:  /  Date:
Signature:

The Guardian

65 Campbell Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010
Phone: (02) 9212 6855

Fax: (02) 9281 5795

Email:guardian@cpa.org.au
Editor: Anna Pha

Published by T Pearson
65 Campbell St
Surry Hills NSW 2010
Printed by Spotpress
105-107 Victoria Rd
Marrickville 2204

Responsibility for electoral comment
is taken by T Pearson,
65 Campbell St, Surry Hills, 2010

Anthony Horowitz, shows the way
people thought at the time.

ritish ~ director ~ Ralph

Smart secured his place
in Australian cinema history by
directing two of the English films
that were set and shot in Australia in
the ‘40s and ‘50s: Bush Christmas
and Bitter Springs.

Back on his home turf, he made,
in 1952, a pleasant little com-
edy about regional repertory the-
atre, Curtain Up (ABC 2:00pm
Saturday). It concerns a seaside
“rep” company plagued by a lady
who has written a very bad play.

Some expert farceurs are
involved,  including  Margaret
Rutherford, Robert Morley and the
very talented Kay Kendall. Today,
the film is also a document of social
history, portraying an aspect of cul-
tural life that has apparently gone
forever.

Weekly rep is where the great
pool of acting talent that British
theatre and cinema can draw upon
learnt their craft. It is a much better
school than TV soaps.

Saturday night is looming as
mystery night, with three detective-

WORTH WATCHING

&

Hitler’s Women (SBS 8.30pm Wednesdays)

type programs in succession. First
up is an episode of the re-run series
Jonathan Creek (ABC 7:30pm
Saturday).

This series was a lot of fun,
thanks mainly to the cast of Alan
Davies and Caroline Quentin, even
if the plots often verged on the
ludicrous.

tis followed by The Bill (ABC

8:30pm Saturday) which has
now become a fully-fledged serial.
The killing off of the original cast
continues (Inspector Conway has
now bought it) while the rest of the
cast spend ever more time in bed
with one another.

What was done to this program in
the name of ratings is a great shame.

Finally, having had a couple

of movie-length episodes of
A Nero Wolfe Mystery, this week we
begin the one-hour serialised epi-
sodes (ABC 9:30pm Saturdays).

Maury Chaykin as 1940s epi-
cure, orchid-cultivator and detective
Nero Wolfe (who weighs a “seventh
of a ton”), and his assistant Archie
(Timothy Hutton) must now solve
a mystery enigmatically entitled
Champagne For One.

POLITICS IN THE PUB
6.00 to 7.45 every Friday night
GAELIC CLUB

64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills, Sydney (Opposite Central Station)
Inquiries: Ph: 9818 3737 or 9660 6554
Website: http://www.politicsinthepub.org

Nov 8
THE MARKETISATION OF WELFARE AND COMMUNITY
SERVICES IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY
Michael Raper, President of the National Welfare Rights Network
and Treasurer of the International Council of Social Welfare, former
President of ACOSS.

Nov 15
ABORIGINAL WOMEN LEADERS SPEAK OUT
Linda Burney, Director. General, Dept of Aboriginal Affairs NSW;
Olga Havnen, Director of the Indigenous Program, Fred Hollows
Foundation
Nov 22
BOB ELLIS SPEAKS ON “BABYLON REVISITED -
THOUGHTS ON THE FATE OF
THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY”

Nov 29
WEST PAPUA, ACEH AND EAST TIMOR - IS HISTORY
REPEATING ITSELF?
James Dunne - author of recently published Timor: Betrayal and
Nationhood; Rex Rumakik, West Papuan Pacific Representative;
Mahommed Dahlan, Free Aceh Movement
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“STOP THE WAR BEFORE IT STARTS"

INTERNATIONAL DEMONSTRATIONS AGAINST BUSH WAR PLANS

Demonstrations and protests against the preparations of the
United States government for war against Iraq took place on
October 26 in Italy, Denmark, Belgium, Mexico, Switzerland,
Australia and Japan. The protests were co-ordinated to coincide
with demonstrations taking place in many cities across America.

Despite stormy weather con-
ditions, an estimated 10,000 peo-
ple took to the streets of Berlin to
oppose a military offensive against
Iraq by the Bush administration.

The Berlin demonstration was
the largest of 80 protests held in
cities and towns across Germany.
Demonstrations drew several thou-
sand participants in Frankfurt, Main,
Hamburg and Stuttgart.

The German protests were
organised by a network of peace
groups under the slogan “Stop the
War on Iraq Before it Starts!”

Berlin

The demonstration in Berlin
was called by a number of groups
organised under the umbrella of the
“Axis of Peace.” It was supported
by a number of immigrant and Arab
groups. Large groups of high school
and college youth attended.

Placards included such
demands as “Stop President Bush,
for Solidarity with the American
People.”

If Bush is
successful with
this war, it will

be a triumph for
militarism with

repercussions for
the entire world.

Some demonstrators bore plac-
ards protesting against both plans
for war against Iraq and the war
currently being fought by Russia in
Chechnya.

Speakers at the meeting in Berlin
included representatives of student
groups against war, a Muslim repre-
sentative and members of American
anti-war organisations.

Although a prominent mem-
ber of the Green Party spoke at the
main rally in Berlin (Hans-Christian
Strobele) and a trade union member

read out an anti-war resolution to the
assembled gathering, it was clear
from the composition of the dem-
onstrations and the placards on view
that the Social Democrats (SPD),
Greens and trade union movement
had made no effort to mobilise their
members.

In the course of last month’s
general election, Social Democratic
Chancellor Gerhard Schrdder tapped
popular sentiment when he expressed
opposition to the plans being devel-
oped in Washington for a war against
Iraq. This played a crucial role in the
re-election of his SPD-Green coali-
tion government.

Since their re-election, however,
Schréder and his Foreign Minister,
Joschka Fischer (Green Party), have
gone to considerable lengths to play
down the war issue and emphasise
the close links between Berlin and
Washington.

In an interview with the World
Socialist Web Site before the Berlin
demonstration, Strobele confirmed
that the leadership of the Green
Party had not even discussed the
issue of war against Iraq since the
elections.

In his speech to the rally, Strobele
emphasised the pursuit of material
resources, especially oil, as a pre-
dominant factor in the war drive in
Washington. He also condemned the
sanctions carried out by the US and
Great Britain, which have resulted in
nearly two million deaths in Iraq.

However he avoided any men-
tion of concrete demands to pre-
vent the war against Iraq. He neither
raised the demand for the closure of
German-US bases, nor called for the
withdrawal of German tanks sta-
tioned in Kuwait.

He also made no criticism of
the treatment of the war issue by his
own party and its partner in govern-
ment - the SPD.

The only speaker at the demon-
stration to warn against placing any
trust in the stance of the German
Government was a 16-year-old stu-
dent, who spoke from the platform
and recalled that the SPD-Green
Government had voted in favour of
16 different military interventions
during its period in office.
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Part of the protest in Amsterdam

Despite the broad and largely
youthful participation at the dem-
onstration, the perspective of the
speakers and organisers was limited
to calls for increasing pressure on
the United Nations and the German
Government.

Yugoslav ~ filmmaker Zoran
Solomun, who took part in the
Berlin demo protest, told the World
Socialist Web Site:

“I think it is very important to
support such demonstrations and
make clear the extent of the oppo-
sition to the war plans of the Bush
administration.

If Bush is successful with this
war, it will be a triumph for mili-
tarism with repercussions for the
entire world.

“This war has been ten years in
the making, and while, of course,
material interests such as oil play
a role, it must be seen as part
of a broader military and politi-
cal scheme aimed at establish-
ing America’s absolute dominance
worldwide.

“It began with Bush senior’s war
against Iraq in 1991, and then came
the war against Yugoslavia, and now
everything is being done to bring to
an end what was started in Kuwait.

“At the same time, I have little
trust in the German Government’s
stance of opposition towards a war
in Iraq. After all, they supported the
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military intervention in Yugoslavia
and Germany was the source of two
world wars in the last century.

“The only chance to stop war is
to build on movements such as that
of today until they embrace millions
of people.”

Amsterdam

Some 6000 demonstrators,
mostly young people, rallied in
the centre of the Dutch city of
Amsterdam to oppose the war prep-
arations of the US government.

With their slogans and post-
ers they also targeted European
political leaders such as the British
Prime Minister Tony Blair and
Dutch Prime Minister Jan Peter
Balkenende, denouncing their col-
laboration with Bush in the war in
Afghanistan and the military prepa-
rations against Iraq.

Similar rallies took place in the
cities of Rotterdam, Maastricht,
Nijmegen, Eindhoven, Enschede
and Groningen.

In Amsterdam, there were speak-
ers from various left-wing parties,
such as the Socialist Party and the
Greens, and from minority organ-
isations such as the Network of
Moroccan Organisations in the
Netherlands.

An Iraqi writer and refugee,
Mowaffk al Sawad, also took the
platform to speak out in defence of
Iraq and all oppressed people in the
Middle East and against the threat of
colonial wars.

For historical reasons,
Amsterdam is a city with a popula-
tion of a truly international charac-
ter. People have come from all over
the world to live, study and work
there.

Not only Dutch youth and work-
ers were to be seen at the demonstra-
tion, but also young Palestinians,
refugees  from  Iraq,  Syria,
Bangladesh and Indonesia, workers
from Greece, Spain and Portugal,
and students from Peru, Sweden and
Denmark.

Javier Soraluce from Galicia
in Spain, together with his friends
Beatrice Garcia from Cuba and
Mariana from Peru, are students at
the University of Amsterdam. They
read a leaflet distributed by the
World Socialist Web Site and spoke
with WSWS reporters.

“I like what is being said here”,
Beatrice said. “Especially that it is
only a worldwide mass movement
of working people that can stop
the war, which is what we have to
mobilise.

“We have to make people aware
of what is going on in America,
why the American Government is
heading for war. That is why I find
important what is being explained in
the leaflet.”

“This war must be stopped”,
Mariana added. “It is not a war for
‘democracy’, but for purely eco-
nomic interests. It is an integral part
of an economic strategy, just like the
first Gulf War in 1991. That is as
obvious and clear as daylight.

“We do not agree with the
regime of Saddam Hussein in Iraq,
but that does not mean that you can
allow foreign powers and armies to
invade Iraq, bomb its cities and kill
innocent people there.”

Beatrice continued: “If the US
Government is not stopped with this
war, it will go on forever provoking
new wars and terrorising one coun-
try after the other. That is why we
have to stand up now.”

Javier said, “No country has the
right to send its armies into other
countries in order to overthrow
governments and establish a new
regime. It is up to the people of that
country to decide and act on their
government. That is democracy, not
what Bush claims to defend.”

Beatrice concluded, “If we want
to build a mass movement against
the war, we have to make people
conscious of the real issues that are
behind that war. We are keen to have
a look at the World Socialist Web
Site and will keep in contact.”

World Socialist Web Site &
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