COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA

RESIST POLICE-STATE
ASIO LAWS

The Howard Government has used the Bali bombings as
an excuse to re-introduce legislation to increase the pow-
ers of the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation
(ASIO), and last week attempted unsuccessfully to use
a “guillotine” motion to bulldoze the legislation through

the Senate.

Claiming that ASIO needs to
have the ability to obtain a warrant
or to interrogate suspects — powers
ASIO currently does not have — in
“the fight against terrorism”, the
proposed legislation would give
ASIO powers to forcibly detain
not only anyone suspected of ter-
rorist activities, but also anyone
who ASIO believes could supply
them with information.

turning ASIO
into a secret
police force is to
undermine civil
rights

However, the Australian Fed-
eral Police (AFP) already have
that ability, and the government’s
primary reason for transferring
that role to ASIO — turning ASIO
into a secret police force — is to
undermine civil rights.

Detainees could be held for up
to 48 hours without access to legal
advice, and that detention order
could be renewed. Anyone refus-
ing to answer the questions put by
ASIO could be punished by up to
five years’ jail.

The legislation would elimi-
nate the presumption of innocence,
the right to silence, the right not to
incriminate oneself, the right to
seek bail.

Greens leader in the Senate,
Bob Brown, described the legisla-
tion as outrageous, and said that
it made fundamental changes to
Australians’ civil liberties and
democratic rights, and warranted a
full debate by the parliament.

The Bill has now been referred
to the Senate Legal and Constitu-
tional References Committee, for
an inquiry whose terms of refer-
ence include:

* the development of an alter-
native regime in which question-

Important win

for meatworkers
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ing to obtain intelligence relating
to terrorism is conducted not by
ASIO but by the AFP, including
appropriate arrangements for de-
tention of terrorist suspects, and
questioning of persons not sus-
pected of any offence;

» the relationship between ASIO
and the AFP in the investigation of
terrorist activities or offences;

* the adequacy of Australia’s
current information intelligence
gathering methods to investigate
potential terrorist activities or of-
fences, recent overseas legislation
dealing with the investigation of
terrorist activities or offences;

* whether the Bill in its current
or amended form is constitution-
ally sound; and

* the implications for civil and
political rights of the Bill and any
proposed alternatives.

The Committee has until De-
cember 3 to report on the results
of its inquiry.

The Government previously at-
tempted to pass legislation which
would have given it the power to
proscribe organisations which it
simply declared to be terrorist. The
Senate rejected this wide-ranging
legislation. The Government was
finally forced to accept legislation
based on proscriptions adopted by
the United Nations.

In the aftermath of the Bali
bombings, the government moved
to proscribe the organisations al
Qaida and Jemaah Islamiyah (JI),
which Australian agencies and
other Western security agencies
claim were linked to the terrorist
attacks on New York and Bali.

The government was horrified
when it learnt that a legal techni-
cality in drafting the legislation
meant that al Qaida could not be
proscribed until December, nor
could JI be outlawed until early
next year.

The  government  rushed
through special legislation to al-
low it to deal with these organisa-
tions immediately.

Gun lobby’s
powerful hold
- ps

The Howard Government is
still intent on using the terrorist
threat to gain draconian anti-
democratic powers and to involve
Australia in a US-led war for oil
against Iraq.

Commenting to The Guardian
on the Government’s legislation,
Peter Symon, CPA General Secre-
tary, said that “the so-called ‘war
on terrorism’ is being used as the
excuse to destroy long-standing
democratic rights that have been
fought for and won by the people
over many decades.

“It is part of the offensive
being undertaken by conserva-
tive governments in a number of
countries which, overtime, will be
used to silence opposition to their
war policies.

“The capitalist system is now
in very serious economic and po-
litical crisis and wants to silence
all criticism of its policies.

“Those organisations that are
resisting this attack on demo-
cratic rights should be support-
ed. A common front of all pro-
gressive organisations can put a
stop to both the war plans and
maintain our democratic rights”,
said Peter Symon. &
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LEFT LANDSIDE
IN BRAZIL

Lula da Silva the candidate of the Workers’ Party of
Brazil has been elected the President of the Republic of
Brazil in a landslide vote in which he polled over 60 mil-
lion votes — over 60 percent of the valid votes.

His triumph is a victory of
the political and social forces
— popular and middle ones, who
were never before represented in
the central administration of Bra-
zil. They were allied to sectors of
the dominant classes interested in
another direction for Brazil, says a
statement issued by Renato Rabelo
the National President of the Com-
munist Party of Brazil (CPB).

North Korea
calls for treaty
- p6

The movement of workers, the
popular, democratic and patriotic
organisations constituted the main
support base for his victorious
candidacy.

This is an historical event that
will reverberate all over the world.
It will be placed among other re-
markable moments of our political
history, such as the abolition of
slavery, the proclamation of the

Vieques will
not be fooled
- pg

republic and the revolution of 1930,
says the CPB statement.

The success gives breath to the
hope for a new era, opening the way
for building a sovereign and influ-
ential country in the international
context, a democratic country that
follows the path of social progress.

Brazil has passed through 20
years of worsening and recurring
crises. The dominant elites per-
verted the possibility of a national
project and failed in their attempt
to achieve development based on

foreign capital. )
continued page 2
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“War on terrorism”

Faced with growing scepticism and massive opposition to
any war against Iraq, those who are now almost hysterical in
their promotion of the “war on terrorism” (and John Howard
is in the forefront), require a continuous stream of terrorist act
to keep up the momentum.

An objective look at the major terrorist acts of the last few
months raises some interesting questions.

First of all, it is worth recalling that the Taliban and al Qaida
were financed, armed and trained by the US to fight against the
Soviet Union. They were then referred to as “freedom fighters”.
In the course of this campaign the bin Laden family which is cen-
tred in Saudi Arabia and not Afghanistan, became close business
partners of the Bush family. There is no indication that these
links have been severed.

Did this organisation actually turn on the United States
or are some of its leaders still in the pay of the US and, like
contract Kkillers, are prepared to do any required job for their
paymaster? And who benefitted by their actions?

The Bush administration used the destruction of the World
Trade Centre to launch its worldwide “war on terrorism”, to
line up many other governments to join in this “war” and to
mark down for occupation or destruction any government that
did not fall into line.

Each “terrorist act” has its perpetrators and its political
objectives. Any study of a major terrorist act involves consid-
eration of its political context and the asking of the question:
whose interests are being served?

There are three recent major terrorist acts and a number of
smaller ones.

Firstly, the bombing of the French tanker off the shores of
Yemen. Why should al Qaida, if it is genuinely anti-US, want to
bomb a French ship when the French Government was taking
a leading role in opposition to the US war against Iraq in the
UN Security Council?

The purpose of the attack on the tanker may well have
been to put pressure on France to abandon this position and
to warn France that it was not immune from terrorist acts in
the future.

Then comes Bali. No organisation has claimed responsibil-
ity for this terrorist act (or for the attack on the French tanker)
and the continual assertions coming from the Australian Gov-
ernment that it was the work of Jemaah Islamia have so far not
been supported by any facts and have been specifically rejected
by Indonesian authorities.

In practical terms it has allowed the US, Britain and Austra-
lia to put considerable pressure on Indonesia to join the “war
against terrorism”, to arrest the leader of Jemaah Islamiah and
to raise the question of stationing Australian, US and British
police and other forces in Indonesia.

Furthermore, it has been used both in Indonesia and Aus-
tralia to justify sweeping legislation that severely restricts
democratic rights in both countries. It has also been used in an
attempt to frighten Australians and to justify the use of Aus-
tralian forces in this so-called “war” at a time when a majority
of Australians are strongly opposed to participation in a war
against Iraq.

This is how the Bali incident has been used irrespective of
who may have undertaken the atrocity.

And now comes the occupation of the Moscow theatre by
Chechen separatists. Those involved in this terrorist act have
been clearly identified. But what is not so well known is that the
Chechens have been and are being supported by forces within
the European Union and by the US, even though they have
made platitudinous statements about Chechen “terrorists”.
The mass media has scarcely been able to hide their sympathy
for the Chechens.

The Russian Government is also among those strongly op-
posing any US war against Iraq. Is the Chechen action being
used in the same way as the bombing of the French oil tanker
and the Bali incident?

The “war on terrorism” is a campaign launched by imperi-
alism to justify war against any number of countries, to justify
their occupation and the taking over of their economy by the
transnational corporations. It is by these means they are at-
tempting to re-impose worldwide colonialism
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Left landside i1in Brazil

Continued from page 1

It resulted in financial crises and
stagnation of the economy, taking
the country’s foreign vulnerability
to extreme levels.

The social reality has deterio-
rated, resulting in an unprecedented
situation of increasing violence and
the expansion of organised crime in
urban centres.

Struggle of the workers
The struggle of the workers and

lower strata to resist the dominant

neo-liberal policy gained strength.

“The growing unemployment
and underemployment, the con-
tinuous decrease of the income of
salaried workers, the increase of
inequalities and poverty and the
ancient predominance of large
landed properties all led to succes-
sive demonstrations by broad social
sectors in opposition to the govern-
ment of President Cardoso.

The Workers’ Party, the greatest
winner of this electoral battle, spear-
headed by the great popular leader-
ship of Lula, and the other opposition
parties became the focus of the desire
for change expressed by the vast
majority of the Brazilian people.

The Communist Party of Brazil
took part in and helped outline the
course and the developments that
resulted in the current victory.

The CPB achieved nine million
votes for its candidates to the Senate,
the House of Representatives and
State Assemblies.

Communists will persistently
make efforts to advance, develop
and consolidate the forces most
interested in defending Brazil,
retaking national development with
broader political freedom and social
justice.

Brazil enters a decisive and
unique moment. The victory won
by the democratic, popular, patri-
otic and progressive forces under
the leadership of Lula places before
them a great challenge to consti-
tute the new administration with a
front-like character supported by
the political majority; maintaining
the endorsement of the popular and
advanced movement; and beginning
the transition towards the fulfill-
ment of the project of change, says
the CPB statement.

In the current conditions, Lula
concentrates the political means
necessary to unite the majority of

Brazilians with a view to fulfill the
new project of national building.

The new government inher-
its problems of a structural nature:
the extreme foreign vulnerabil-
ity of Brazil, the constant risk of
an exchange collapse in a world
situation of war threats tending to
recession, which could exacerbate
domestic economic instability and
leave the country hostage to interna-
tional financial circles and the impe-
rial system of power.

Under the current conditions of
Brazil and the world, the fulfillment
of the new project demands dialogue
and the mobilisation of the numer-
ous segments representing society in
order to overcome the resistance and
obstacles that will be found.

“Building the new project will
not be an easy or a simple task. But
we cannot stop at the beginning or
in the middle of the way. Trust in the
power of our people, understanding
and the command of Brazil’s huge
potential are the driving forces nec-
essary to reach the stage of sover-
eignty, democracy and social jus-
tice. A new era is beginning. This is
our conviction”, concludes the CPB
statement.

Bush-Howard warmongering
at APEC Summit

The Summit meeting of the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-operation
forum held in Mexico has come and gone. The reportage of it
by the Australian mass media gives the impression that the only
leaders present were John Howard, George Bush and Megawati
Sukarnoputri, President of Indonesia.

Although the purpose of the
forum is to discuss economic issues,
Howard and Bush attempted to turn
the Summit into a warmongering

meeting devoted to Bush’s “war on
terrorism”.

The bellicose lectures delivered
by Howard to the leaders of the
other 20 APEC nations, again indi-
cates that he continues to play the
role of deputy sheriff of the US in
the Asia-Pacific region.

Deepest sympathy

We offer our deepest sympathy to the families of all victims of the
terrorist attack in the Sari club on Bali and extend our condo-
lences to their friends and loved ones of all nationalities.

‘We condole ourselves for the loss
of Australian life in that act of terror.

We heartily condemn this ugly
criminal act planned and carried out
by a gang of mercenaries to frighten
ordinary people wherever they
are, solely to satisfy their own evil
instincts and to please their masters.

This act was intended to block
the wheel of progress and to stop the
world from going forward. But in
this their low act is a failure.

We call on the Australian
Government and other concerned

governments to pursue the real crim-
inals tirelessly, to capture them and
those behind them and to make them
face the justice of the international
community.

Their punishment should be
severe as an example to all who con-
template such an attack on innocent
civilians anywhere in the world.

Sabeh Alhabeeb

The representative of the
National Democratic Iraqi
Committee in Sydney @

Unseemly pressure is still being
applied to Indonesia and other Asian
nations by way of warnings that tour-
ists should stay away from Malaysia,
Thailand and Indonesia using unsub-
stantiated allegations of terrorist
threats in these countries. Megawati
has rejected this pressure and given
assurances that Indonesia is safe.

The real purpose of these pres-
sures is to force reluctant countries
to line up with the demands of the
US to join its phoney “war on terror-
ism” and to support the planned war
against Iraq.

Bush used the Mexico forum
to again declare that the US would
launch a unilateral war against Iraq
“if the UN won’t act”. The US is
demanding support for its proposed
UN Security Council resolution that
would give United Nations backing
to a US invasion of Iraq.

Howard fully backed Bush’s
threats. His is the language of war. &

PRESS FUND

By this time next week you’ll know who won the Melbourne Cup. The
Guardian Press Fund is about to enter the strait in a race of a different
sort. There are just six more editions to go before we close for the
Christmas break, and with the Press Fund’s current balance we’ll need
to receive on average $405 per week in order to achieve our annual target
of $12,000. Can we make it? Of course we can! We’re asking all our
members and supporters to dig deep for this final effort. We know it’s a
big thing to ask - but then, you’ve never let us down in the past.

Our thanks go to the following for their generous contributions this week:
S Allan $8, Anonymous $2, Elke and Mike Ainsworth $25, Bert Appleton
$28, David Anthony $10, D Cartwright $20, A Christoforou $10, Yasmine
Maarbani $5, Ziad Maarbani $5, CPA Newcastle Branch (Bruce) $20,
“Round Figure” $12, Ray Scott $10, Raymond Taylor $5.

This week’s total $160. Progressive total $9585.

Sydney

Stop the WTO Agenda
Protest against the World Trade Organisation
UNITY RALLY
Thursday 14th November 12 noon Hyde Park Fountain
Anti-war Contingent meets at Market St end Hyde Park North
Convergence - 8am Angel Place (off Martin Place)

SEMINAR
Alternatives to the WTO Agenda
Sunday 10th November 10am — 4pm
Tom Mann Theatre 136 Chalmers St, Surry Hills
Donation, $10 waged, $5 unwaged more info:
www.aftinet.org.au

Wednesday 13th November - 5pm Town Hall
Free Movement of People March

ABETTER WORLD IS POSSIBLE

Sydney

Yes to Cubal
Film Night

An insight into Cuba’s
present day reality, its epic
history and the ongoing fight
against the blockade, its
art, music, sportsmen and
women, and its exuberant
people

Tom Mann Theatre
128 Chalmers Street
Surry Hills
Friday 22nd November
7pm
$10 and $5 (conc)

Organised by the Consulate
General of the Republic of
Cuba and the Australia-Cuba
Friendship Society.
Proceeds from the evening
will go to the High School
located in the Sugar Factory
named “Australia”.
Inquiries: 9698 9797

Mon to Fri 9-3pm.
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Saving medical insurers, not public health

The Federal Government last week announced a new plan which
is ostensibly aimed at ensuring that doctors will not be forced out
of practice because of high medical indemnity insurance premi-
ums. In reality the plan is about bailing out insurance companies

and the private health system.

Under the plan, indemnity insur-
ance premiums for medical prac-
titioners will be subsidised by the
government for high-risk opera-
tions. There will be a 50 percent
subsidy on claims over $2 million,
and claims against the failed medi-
cal insurance firm United Medical
Protection (UMP) will be covered
by the Federal Government until
2003.

The  Australian  Prudential
Regulatory Authority (APRA) will
be involved, with medical indemnity
providers subjected to the same reg-
ulatory provisions as general insur-
ers. The Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission (ACCC)
will monitor charges for premiums
and will determine whether they are
reasonable.

The scheme will cost taxpay-
ers an estimated $50 million per
annum.

The plan has been greeted with
enthusiasm by the provisional lig-
uidator of UMP, which would be
the immediate beneficiary of the
government’s scheme. The plan has
also been greeted with relief by state
governments, and by medical practi-
tioners, who saw their future careers
put at risk because of the rapacious
conduct of the medical insurers who
face losses because of highly specu-
lative investment activities.

The scheme will not solve the
present shortage of specialists or
guarantee future services. It is yet
another attempt to prop up the pri-
vate health system at the taxpayers’
expense.

It throws more money at the pri-
vate health system and the parasites
that feed off it. The government
already props up the private system
with billions of dollars a year in tax
and Medicare rebates and other pay-
ments.

Even as a measure to assist the
insurers and shore up the private

WA
No War
protest

“I already have thirty mem-
bers right across political par-
ties joining Parliamentarians
for Peace”, Democrat Senator
Brian Greig told a meeting
of 300 called by No War Alli-
ance in Perth. The protest was
against the threatened war on
Iraq at the Perth Esplanade on
Sunday October 27.

Senator Greig declared against a
first strike by the USA and against
war on Iraq.

Dee Margetts, Greens WA mem-
ber of WA Upper House welcomed
that the meeting was part of an
Australian and world demonstration
against war on Iraq.

She condemned the move of a
WA parliamentary member orga-
nising a deputation to US military
offering support for the sea-swap
at Stirling Naval Base and called
for the people to protest to Premier
Gallop on the moves to make WA a
new Okinawa.

The rally finished with a march
through the streets of Perth. &

health system they feed off, it will
fail.

For a start, relief measures are
in themselves likely to cause imme-
diate problems. The government’s
plan sets a precedent for bailing
out medical insurance companies
who collapsed because they do not
allow for future claims (the “tail”, or
incurred but not reported liabilities).

This is hardly likely to encour-
age insurance companies to provide
adequate funds to cover future lia-
bilities.

Moreover, no indemnity sub-
sidies are offered to private hospi-
tals, some of whom have already
been forced to close their obstetric
wards.

There is talk that private hospi-
tals will reintroduce private hospital
“gap” charges, many of which had
been phased out over the last five
years, as well as an extra admission
charge of $20 to $100 per patient.
Private health insurance charges are
likely to rise as a result of this and
other features of the plan.

Midwives, who earn much less
than obstetricians, and offer an
invaluable service at relatively low
cost to expectant mothers and their
families, are offered no indemnity
subsidy under the Howard scheme.
Many midwives are being forced
out of practice by the current cost of
indemnity insurance.

The scheme will be partly
funded by a tax-deductible levy on
medical practitioners, thus transfer-
ring much of the financial burden
from the insurer to the doctor and
the taxpayer.

The government has also stated
that it intends to pursue the option
of amending the law so as to limit
the liability of medical practitioners
in cases of medical negligence or
malpractice.

However, just as the infamous
NSW workers’ compensation legis-
lation transfers responsibility from
insurer to the injured worker, so lim-
iting liability for medical indemnity
would effectively transfer the cost
of medical liability from the medical
insurers to the patient.

Victorian Health Minister John
Thwaites described the plan as

J [

“a short term, uncosted approach
that does not address the underly-

ing problems ... in particular the
long-term care costs of the cata-
strophically injured, which is the
issue driving the increase in premi-
ums. The proposal does not guaran-
tee that premiums won’t continue
to rise in future, especially as the
Commonwealth is requiring medi-
cal defence organisations to have
increased capital.”

And there’s the rub. One of the
greatest weaknesses of the plan is
that includes no measures to control
the future cost of medical indemnity
premiums. APRA will only monitor
charges.

We will see more “choice” — a
range of policies and premiums —
some excluding certain expensive
medical procedures (e.g. coronary
bypasses) — removing the compre-
hensive coverage that is central to
the concept of insurance.

A Senate Committee recently
recommended extending the power
of the ACCC to control prices
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charged by insurance companies if
tort law reform (limited liability)
is introduced by government. (At
present the ACCC has no power to
enforce price control).

Predictably, the Howard
Government reacted angrily to this
recommendation, stating that insur-
ers would not offer premiums at
a loss to the insurer — not that the
ACCC would allow that to happen.

However, it inadvertedly high-
lights the impossibility of achieving
satisfactory results when the medi-
cal practice regime is based on the
venality of medical insurance com-
panies.

Indeed, some doctors groups are
calling for the nationalisation of the
entire medical insurance industry.

Concerned at the steady loss
of surgeons from medical practice,
the Committee of Presidents of
Medical Colleges and the Australian
Consumer Association said that
there had been a significant market
failure in providing medical indem-
nity insurance, and that tort law
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alone would not necessarily reduce
costs.

They recommended the estab-
lishment of a national insurance pool
as the most efficient way of spread-
ing the risk. These demands confirm
the failure of the private system and
need for public coverage.

We already have a national, pub-
lic health insurance scheme. It is
called Medicare. It works well. It
offers efficient, high quality afford-
able services, with universal access.
It costs far less to run without the
multiple duplication of private
insurance companies and parasitic
layers of money grabbing private
profiteers that run the hospitals,
pathology and other services.

It is time the government put the
billions of dollars of subsidies prop-
ping up the private sector back into
the public health system. This would
bring an end to nursing and other
staffing shortages, eliminate waiting
lists and cost the nation far less — as
well as the benefits it would bring to
the health of the community.

ACT Govt ducks agreement

Joint Union negotiations in the Australian Capital Territory for
an ACT public sector enterprise bargaining agreement have hit a
brick wall. On October 24 the unions requested an urgent meet-
ing with the Minister for Industrial Relations, Simon Corbell, to
try to resolve the dispute. The Minister requested that no public
statement be made until a meeting could be arranged, which his
office was supposed to do the following day.

The wunions agreed to his
request. However, late in the
afternoon on the following day
Corbell’s office advised the unions
that after meeting with his advisers
the Minister had decided he was
“not available” to meet with them
any time in the following week.
Instead, a letter would be sent from
the Department.

“For a Labor Minister for
Industrial Relations to refuse to
meet on an issue of such importance
is an absolute disgrace”, said Peter
Malone, ACT Trades and Labour
Council Secretary. “It is a clear indi-
cation that the Government is choos-
ing to only listen to its bureaucrats

rather than the ACT workers who
voted them into power.”

The Joint Unions have requested
answers to the following basic
issues:

* Why does the Government
want to exclude agencies such as
ACTION, Ambulance Services and
all Territory-owned corporations
from the EBA?

* What is the salary offer the
Government is prepared to make?

» Will the Government agree in
principle to wage parity across the
ACT government sector?

* What date/s is the Government
prepared to backdate the first salary
increase to?

“Each time the joint unions
attempt to negotiate a condition,
such as wage parity or an income
protection scheme, the Government
line has been that it may consider
it”, said Mr Malone, “but only if the
cost of it comes off the total salary
increase.

“This places the Joint Unions
in an impossible position because
without knowing the size of the
salary increase on offer we cannot
finalise agreement on the other con-
ditions. But if we don’t reach agree-
ment on those other conditions first
then the Government won’t tell us
how much is on offer.”

The Joint Unions state that
they remain absolutely commit-
ted to negotiating the Common
Core Conditions of the EBA and
will continue to sit at the bargain-
ing table, but that negotiations
cannot move forward until the
Government provides answers to
the basic questions.

In the event
of war

Sydney
Rally 5 pm
US Consulate Martin Place

Wollongong

Rally 5.30 pm
Wollongong Mall Ampitheatre

Melbourne
Rally 5 pm
State Library Swanson Street

Adelaide
Rally 5 pm
Parliament House Steps

Brisbane
Rally 5pm
King George Square
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Important win for
Safeway meatworkers

Meat wrappers, display cabinet attendants and butchers
employed by the Safeway supermarket chain in Victoria have
taken strike action and picketed stores in two weeks of rolling
actions, forcing management to back away from an attack on
their wages and conditions and to conclude a new enterprise

bargaining agreement.

by Anna Pha

Safeway was not told which
meat rooms would be stopping on
which days during the dispute. The
picket lines resulted in deliveries
being stopped which hindered the
usual continuous replenishment of
the shop shelves.

Safeway was attempting to make
a number of changes. These included
bringing in a new category of one-
year trained workers as butcher assis-
tants, an attempt to undermine the
apprenticeship system.

Management was also pushing
for the introduction of junior rates of
pay for cabinet attendants.

They wanted to remove penalty
rates for night and weekend work
in place of the current 50 percent for
night work, 175 percent for Saturdays
and 200 percent for Sundays.

The workers, members of
the Australasian Meat Industry
Employees’ Union (AMIEU),
fought Safeway on these issues and
also for a pay rise. They won a 3.5
increase for each year of the new
three-year agreement.

The workers made some con-
cessions on work on public holi-
days. They have agreed that four
public holidays can be worked, that
such work will be strictly at the dis-

cretion of workers and not manda-
tory, and that the penalty rate will
be 250 percent. Previously it was
not voluntary but the penalty rate
was 300 percent.

The Safeway meatworkers
have a separate agreement to that
of the shop assistants, who are
members of the Shop, Distributive
and Allied Workers (SDA).
Safeway wanted to force the meat-
workers onto the SDA agreement,
but the AMIEU members resisted
this and won.

While the strike action and
pickets were taking place the
workers gathered signatures from
Safeway customers on a peti-
tion. Customers were also given
a leaflet which explained the
issues and which also pointed out
Safeway’s $523 million profit
and how the company was trying
to increase that by cutting work-
ers’ wages.

More than 3000 customers’ sig-
natures were gathered on the peti-
tion during the two-week action.

Last Friday the workers voted to
accept the offer from Safeway.

The agreement is very important
as it sets standards for new agree-
ments that are about to be negotiated
with Bi Lo and Coles Myer. &

LABOUR NOTES

Tabcorp staff in Victoria are planning to hit the privatised bet-

ting agency where it hurts — in the Melbourne Cup. Call centre
staff at Tabcorp’s telephone betting rooms are demanding the
company reinstate work shifts it has cut. Tabcorp used the
introduction of new voice recognition technology to dump the
shifts. The Australian Services Union says that Tabcorp has cut
shifts by about 45 per cent. The new technology is also unpop-
ular with punters. The union also wants to know why the sala-
ries of the company’s directors have risen by up to 50 per cent
while workers’ incomes have fallen by about the same amount.

The Construction Division of the CFMEU has criticised the
poor safety standards in regional NSW following the death

The Safeway agreement sets standards for EBA’s with Bilo and Coles

Sparkies strike to Build a Life

Members of the Electrical Trades Union walked off the job for 48
hours in NSW last Tuesday as they stepped up their battle for family-
friendly hours in the construction industry.

“The FElectrical Trades Union
was founded 100 years ago this
month when workers took action to
reduce working hours which, at the
time, averaged 60 hours a week”,
said Bernie Riordan, NSW State
Secretary of the ETU.

“A century later, after achieving
a formal 38-hour week some decades
ago, we are now back in a similar sit-
uation of long working hours.”

In current conditions, building
sites rarely shut down for the full
three days over a long weekend —
construction site workers are regu-
larly called in at least one day.

In some companies electricians
are being told that their prepared-
ness to work Saturdays is regarded
as a Key Performance Indicator
in their employee assessments. So
while working a six-day week is
technically optional, in reality work-
ers have little choice.

Under the proposal, the entire
construction industry would be
closed down for three days, six times
a year, with shut-downs coinciding
with existing public holidays.

Mr Riordan said major indus-
trial action in the NSW construction
industry is likely over the coming

weeks as the “Build a Life” cam-
paign gathers momentum.

“Our members are telling us that
the impact of these hours on their
ability to play an active role in the
family and community are severely
compromised”, said Mr Riordan.

“Long hours does not just effect
the individual worker and their family;
they also take from the broader com-
munity because workers do not have
the time to contribute to organisations
such as sporting clubs and schools.”

The ETU has issued a stern
warning to employers that they have
two options: either agree to civilised
working hours or face a long period
of industrial disputation.

Acknowledgement to
Workers Online &

$6 million backpay win for

Vic ambulance officers

Ambulance officers have been awarded $6 million in back pay
from the Victorian Government after the Federal Court found

of two workers in the town of Lake Cargelligo, in the State’s
west. The two men were killed when scaffolding on a water

tower under construction collapsed. The union is calling cent leave loading to be paid on all

on the Carr Government to increase inspector numbers
in regional areas and is campaigning for the re-introduc-
tion of WorkCover’'s specialist Demolition Inspectorate,
which was disbanded last year. The double fatality follows
the death last month of a demolition worker in Newcastle.

Queensland teachers have launched a major television
advertising campaign highlighting the importance of their
profession and the quality of state schools. Two 30-second
commercials produced by the Queensland Teachers’ Union
are showing on Queensland television. The advertisements
were aimed to run immediately before and after World Teach-
ers’ Day on October 25. “State schools and teachers are
an essential part of hundreds of communities throughout
the state and deserve all the support the public can give
them”, said the union’s President Julie-Ann McCullough.

The ACTU has welcomed the Northern Territory Government’s
decision to increase paid maternity leave entitlements to 14
weeks for all women employed in the NT public service. The
decision sets a new national benchmark for public sector ma-
ternity leave in Australia. The Federal Government currently
provides 12 weeks paid maternity leave for public servants
and entitlements in other States vary from nil to 12 weeks.
The NT’s new standard is in line with ACTU policy, the Inter-
national Labour Organisation’s maternity leave convention
and the recommendations of the World Health Organisation.

the Government’s Ambulance Services were liable for outstand-

ing annual leave loading payments over the past six years.

The successful class action was
launched by the Liquor, Hospitality
and Miscellaneous  Employees
Union’s (LHMU) Victorian branch
on behalf of 1800 current and for-
mer union members.

LHMU Ambulance Division
Secretary Rod Morris said the deci-
sion was “a tremendous victory for

ambulance officers who have been
denied a rightful entitlement for the
last six years”.

Ambulance employees receive
up to eight weeks annual leave based
on shift and rostering arrangements.
Since 1996, the Union’s award and
certified agreements for ambulance
officers in Victoria required 17.5 per

annual leave.

The Ambulances Services,
on Dbehalf of the Victorian
Government, argued that ambu-
lance officers were not entitled to
the extra leave loading.

The Federal Court found in
favour of the officers, who are likely
to receive between $2000 and $4000
each as a result of the decision.

The Court is yet to make a deci-
sion about interest payments on top
of the lump sums. &

Govt supports flag of convenience

The Howard Government has used extraordinary powers to allow
a controversial foreign ship to operate off the coast of Queensland
without permission from the Queensland Government.

The bulk carrier Stadacona
— formerly known as the CSL
Yarra — sailed out of Townsville
last week without the normal
permits required by the State
Government.

The Yarra sacked its Australian
crew and under a flag of conve-

nience crewed the vessel with
Ukrainian non-union labour.

The Ukrainian seafarers are
being paid just $19,600 a year
compared to $52,100 a year for
Australian seafarers — that is only
37 per cent of the wage paid under
Australian laws.

The Federal Department of
Transport issued an unprece-
dented special exemption under the
Navigation Act to let the foreign
ship operate.

Experts believe it is the first
time in Australian history that the
special exemption power has been
exercised to allow a foreign regis-
tered ship employing foreign sea-
farers to work on Australian intra-
state trade. &
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Yes, it was a Bushmaster!

In Australia, as seen in the article below, the gun lobby is a pow-
erful political force, directly and indirectly pressuring govern-
ments to back off strict regulation and bans on lethal weapons
in the community. The following letter from left-wing filmmaker
and author Michael Moore highlights the situation in the USA.
It was written on October 25, 2002, and exposes the gun lobby’s
political patronage. Governments in Australia, are also in the
pocket of the gun lobby, such as the Carr Government in NSW,
which clearly has an “understanding” with the Shooters’ Party
MP and so won’t outlaw semi-automatic pistols.

Dear friends

Yesterday, Larry Bennett, a 16-
year-old, was shot in the head after he
was involved in a minor traffic acci-
dent. You probably didn’t hear about it
because, well, how could he be dead if
he wasn’t shot by The Sniper?

Yesterday, an unidentified woman
was shot to death in her car in Fenton,
MI. You probably didn’t hear about it
because she had the misfortune of not
being shot by The Sniper.

Two nights ago, Charles D.
Bennett, 48, an apartment security
guard, was shot to death after con-
fronting two teenagers in his park-
ing lot in Memphis, Tennessee.
You probably didn’t hear about it
because the sniper was too busy

1

sleeping in his car that night, and
thus, poor Charles was not shot by
The Sniper.

Yes, The Sniper has apparently
been caught, so we can go back now
to NOT reporting the DOZENS of
gun deaths that occur every day,
the ones that just aren’t newswor-
thy because they happen in all those
old boring ways — unlike the ways of
The Sniper, who was interesting and
creative and exciting and scary! He
played so much better on the news.

Of course, had Congress not
caved in to the NRA [National Rifle
Association] we would have known
after the first HOUR of the first day
of the killings three weeks ago that
those bullets were coming out of a

rifle that belonged to John Williams/
Mohammad.

How would we know this? It’s
right there in the state records in
New Jersey: this gun was purchased
this past July, under the name of
John Mohammad!

Many more people died need-
lessly in the days and weeks after
that first hour of the shootings, and
every one of their deaths could have
probably been prevented had we had
a national ballistics fingerprinting
database.

Thank you, Mr Heston for this
unnecessary carnage. Thank you,
Mr Bush, for supporting Mr Heston
and his group’s agenda — which pro-
tects only the criminals.

And thank you, Bushmaster
Firearms, Inc., for providing the gun
used to shoot the 13 people in the
DC area. Bushmaster’s president,
Richard E. Dyke, was the Maine
finance chairman of George W.
Bush’s 2000 Presidential campaign.

According to Business Week,
Dyke had to step down as Bush’s
finance chair “after reporters began
quizzing him about his business
dealings. Bushmaster Firearms Inc.,

(Get the guns out
of the community

Police Ministers have been called on to ban semi-automatic hand-
guns, after a tragic incident at Monash University in Melbourne
in which two people were Kkilled and five others injured. The
alleged Kkiller is a student who possessed a number of weapons.

The National Coalition for Gun
Control (NCGC) said this latest
shooting in Melbourne has refo-
cused attention on the dangers of
legal possession of semi-automatic
guns. NCGC Chair Samantha Lee
says governments should now be
channelling resources into the task
of getting the guns out of the com-
munity.

Greens Senator Bob Brown wel-
comed the Prime Minister’s move
to ban semi-automatic handguns.
According to Senator Brown “there
are 60,000 licensed handguns in
NSW and with an estimated 300,000
legal and illegal handguns in circu-
lation Australia is facing a handgun
epidemic, leading to a rate of nearly
one death per week.

“Getting a hand gun licence is
too easy. Semi-automatic rifles are
banned. There is no reason why
semi-automatic handguns should
be allowed except in exceptional
cases”, he said.

In contrast to John Howard’s
stand the State Governments,
especially in Victoria and NSW,
responded coolly to the moves to
ban semi-automatic handguns. One
reason is purely opportunistic con-
siderations of the coming elections
and the expected backlash from the
shooters’ lobby.

NSW Premier Bob Carr said that
he would be happy to discuss the
problem with the Prime Minister.
The NSW Opposition leader John
Brogden said he was satisfied with
the existing laws.

John Tingle of the Shooters
Party, who along with other inde-
pendents and minor parties controls
the balance of power in the NSW
Upper House, claims that to control
guns means to control people.

“NSW Labor seems to think that
they have to appease the Shooters
Party or the far right generally”,
commented Lee Rhiannon, NSW
Greens MP.

“The far right parties are irrele-
vant and irresponsible and the major
parties should shun them completely.
The Greens believe that there may
potentially be a way to negotiate
rights of gun access for shooting
clubs but the absolute priority is to
take semi-automatic weapons out of
circulation”, she said.

Nobody has a right to own a
private armoury of semi-automatic
weapons”, Ms Rhiannon concluded.

At a meeting with state leaders
last Thursday John Howard pro-
posed a buyback of all guns, except
those used for such sporting events
as the Olympic or Commonwealth
Games, police, security and military
purposes.

It is not yet clear which weap-
ons will be blacklisted. Senator Bob
Brown has warned about the possibil-
ity of the Sporting Shooters Council
eroding the legislation by giving the
government advice on which guns
were used in competition.

Police Ministers will discuss the
proposals next month and the final
decision is likely to be taken at the
Council of Australian Governments
meeting at the end of November. &

is notorious for using loopholes
to side-step a 1994 federal ban on
assault rifles.”

Bush and Bushmaster. Too tragi-
cally perfect.

If everyone reading this letter
(and you now number in the mil-
lions) would share this fact with just
one person who is thinking of skip-
ping going to the polls on November
5, I believe that on November 6, Mr
Bush will have neither the Senate
nor the House doing his or Heston’s
bidding.

Americans don’t like people
who assist serial killers in being
able to ratchet up their kills because
The Sniper knows that his bullets
are prohibited by law from being
traced to his gun. That, in a nutshell,

is what the NRA is all about — and I
implore all responsible gun owners
and hunters to join with me in put-
ting an end to the NRA agenda once
and for all.

Don’t give Bush his majority
on November 5. He’s already seen
to it that his cronies in big business
have wiped out your 401 (K) [pen-
sion plans based on company stock
options], and they are doing their
best to see that you are left with no
pension at all.

That alone should be reason
enough to NOT pull a single lever for
a Republican on November 5. Send a
message. Do something brave.

Yours, Michael Moore
www.michaelmoore.com &

In NSW the Greens are questioning the Carr Government’s
use of public funds to run opinion polls on voting intentions.
It's panic stations with an election scheduled for next March
and the ALP right wing machine under pressure as never
before following their drubbing in the Cunningham by-elec-
tion. And isn’'t the Government’s use of taxpayers’ money to
chase votes corrupt behaviour? A motion has been passed
in the Legislative Council that the Government provide a
list of all the opinion polls it has commissioned during the
past financial year. Said Greens MP Lee Rhiannon, “It
would be unfair for the Government to use public funds to
track voting intentions for the benefit of the Labor Party.”

Our Universities are on the fast-track to privatisation, with
government funding cuts, the push for corporate sponsor-
ship and the diversion of courses to be focused on research
that favours big business. And let’s not forget the HECS fee
imposed on students. But never fear, capitalism caters for
all. Surely next on the agenda must be that little piece of
free enterprise thinking from the USA, the corporate univer-
sity. There are now more than 2000 corporate universities
in the US, such as the McDonald’s Hamburger University in
the state of lllinois and the Disney University in Florida. We
already have the Bond, Murdoch and Notre Dame Universi-
ties here in Australia, private institutions which are subsi-
dised by the Government. It's only one step down to get-
ting a doctorate in burger making. You want fries with that?

The Howard Government has come out with the inevitable
save-the-environment pitch for the sale of the remaining
publicly owned 51 per cent of Telstra, with the Department
for the Environment (now known in corporate shorthand as
Environment Australia) preparing a multi-billion dollar list of
environment programs. “The inducement of a major environ-
mental package would be likely to maximise the government’s
chances of getting through the Senate legislation to sell the
remainder of Telstra”, said an Environment Australia newslet-
ter. What ails the environment is about 100 years of abuse,
exploitation and neglect. Selling off publicly owned, crucial
infrastructure is not only criminal; it is catering to the very
forces that are behind the environmental vandalism — those
in ruthless pursuit of profits. After the one-off shot in the arm
(with programs no doubt being set up in marginal Coalition
seats), we'd still be faced with the same problems in the
environment and a crappy, privately owned phone service.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is former BHP head Paul
Anderson. When Anderson left his position as CEO of BHP he
was paid $10 million. Now, that’s severance. He’s currently lec-
turing his fellow corporate parasites about the evils of the huge
salary packages paid to chief executive officers. He says “over-
incentivised CEOs” were “torn between fear and greed”. This
caused them to “compromise their ethics”, i.e. steal. Of course,
you can rationalise anything. Anderson and his cohorts make
careers of thieving, from shareholders, from small businesses,
and, at the most fundamental level, the labour of workers.
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The Foreign Ministry of the Democratic People’s Repub-
lic of Korea (DPRK) released the following statement in
Pyongyang, on October 25, regarding the nuclear issue on

the Korean Peninsula.

New dramatic changes have
taken place in the situation on the
Korean Peninsula and the rest of
Northeast Asia in the new century.

Inter-Korean relations and the
DPRK’s relations with Russia, China
and Japan have entered a new impor-
tant phase, bold measures have been
taken to reconnect inter-Korean rail-
roads which have remained cut for
over half a century, and settle the past
with Japan and do away with the left-
overs of the last century.

The DPRK has taken a series
of new steps in economic manage-
ment and adopted one measure after
another to re-energise the economy,
including the establishment of a spe-
cial economic region, in confor-
mity with the changed situation and
specific conditions of the country.

These developments contribute
practically to peace in Asia and the
rest of the world.

Almost all the countries, except
for the United States, welcomed and
hailed them, a great encouragement
to the DPRK.

It was against this backdrop that
the DPRK recently received a spe-
cial envoy of the US President in the
hope that this might help fundamen-
tally to solve the hostile relations
with the US and settle outstanding
issues on an equal footing.

Regretfully, the Pyongyang visit
of the special envoy convinced the
DPRK that the hostile attempt of
the Bush administration to stifle the
DPRK by force and back-pedal on
the positive development of the sit-
uation in the Korean Peninsula and
the rest of Northeast Asia has gone
to the extremes.

Producing no evidence, he
asserted that the DPRK has been
actively engaged in the enriched ura-
nium program in pursuit of possess-
ing nuclear weapons in violation of
the DPRK-US agreed framework.

He even intimidated the DPRK
side by saying that there would be

no dialogue with the US unless
the DPRK halts it, and the DPRK-
Japan, and north-south [Korean]
relations would be jeopardised.

The US attitude was so unilat-
eral and high-handed that the DPRK
was stunned by it.

The US is seriously mistaken if
it thinks such a brigandish attitude
— reminding one of a thief crying
“stop the thief” — would work on
the DPRK.

As far as the nuclear issue on
the Korean Peninsula is concerned,
it cropped up as the US has mas-
sively stockpiled nuclear weapons
in South Korea and its vicinity and
threatened the DPRK, a small coun-
try, with those weapons for nearly
half a century, pursuing a hostile
policy toward it in accordance with
the strategy for world supremacy.

The DPRK-US agreed frame-
work was adopted in October 1994,
but the US has been deprived of the
right to talk about the implementa-
tion of the framework since then.

Under article 1 of the frame-
work the US is obliged to provide
light water reactors (LWRs) to the
DPRK by the year 2003 in return
for the DPRK’s freezing of graphite
moderated reactors and their related
facilities.

But only site preparation for the
LWR was made, though eight years
have passed since the DPRK froze
its nuclear facilities.

This will bring the DPRK an
annual loss of 1,000 mw(e) in
2003 when light water reactor
No.1 is scheduled to be completed
and that of 2000 mw(e) from the
next year.

Under article 2 of the framework
the two sides are obliged to move
toward full normalisation of political
and economic relations. Over the last
eight years, however, the US has per-
sistently pursued the hostile policy
toward the DPRK and maintained
economic sanctions on it. The former

Two

has gone the length of listing the lat-
ter as part of the “axis of evil”.

Under article 3 of the framework
the US is obliged to give formal
assurances to the DPRK against the
threat or use of nuclear weapons by
the US. However, the US listed the
DPRK as a target of its pre-emptive
nuclear attack.

Under article 4 of the frame-
work and paragraph G of its con-
fidential minute the DPRK is to
allow nuclear inspections only
after the “delivery of essential non-
nuclear components for the first
LWR unit, including turbines and
generators” is completed.

But, the US has already come
out with a unilateral demand for
nuclear inspection in a bid to con-

Historic handshake - Japan’s Prime Minister Koizumi is greeted by North Korean Prime Minister Kim Jong-Il

vince the international community
of the DPRK’s violation of the
framework.

This compelled the DPRK to
make public the confidential minute
for the first time.

The US has, in the final analysis,
observed none of the four articles of
the framework.

It is only the US that can know
whether it had willingness to imple-
ment the framework when it was
adopted or [or whether it] put a sig-
nature to it without sincerity, calcu-
lating that the DPRK would collapse
sooner or later.

However, the Bush administra-
tion listed the DPRK as part of the
“axis of evil” and a target of the US
pre-emptive nuclear strikes. This
was a clear declaration of a war
against the DPRK as it totally nul-
lified the DPRK-US joint statement
and agreed framework.

In the long run, the Bush admin-
istration has adopted it as its pol-
icy to make a pre-emptive nuclear
strike at the DPRK. Such moves, a
gross violation of the basic spirit of
the nuclear non-proliferation treaty,
reduced the inter-Korean joint dec-
laration on denuclearisation to a
dead document.

Its reckless political, economic
and military pressure is most seri-
ously threatening the DPRK’s right
to existence, creating a grave situa-
tion on the Korean Peninsula.

Nobody would be so naive as to
think that the DPRK would sit idle
under such a situation.

That was why the DPRK made
itself very clear to the special envoy
of the US President that the DPRK
was entitled to possess not only
nuclear weapons but any type of
weapon more powerful than that so
as to defend its sovereignty and right
to existence from the ever-growing
nuclear threat by the US

North Korea challenges US
to sign nor-aggressior ,
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children exchange flowers at the rail line connecting North & South Korea

The DPRK, which values sover-
eignty more than life, was left with no
other proper answer to the US behav-
ing so arrogantly and impertinently.

The DPRK has neither need nor
duty to explain something to the US,
which seeks to attack the DPRK if it
refuses to disarm itself.

Nevertheless, the DPRK, with
greatest magnanimity, clarified that
it was ready to seek a negotiated set-
tlement of this issue on the follow-
ing three conditions: firstly, if the US
recognises the DPRK’s sovereignty;
secondly, if it assures the DPRK of
non-aggression; and thirdly, if the US
does not hinder the economic devel-
opment of the DPRK.

Nowadays, the US and its follow-
ers assert that negotiations should be
held after the DPRK puts down its
arms. This is a very abnormal logic.

Then, how can the DPRK coun-
ter any attack with empty hands?

Their assertion is little short of
demanding the DPRK yield to pres-
sure, which means death.

The position of the DPRK is
invariable. The DPRK considers that
it is a reasonable and realistic solution
to the nuclear issue to conclude a non-
aggression treaty between the DPRK
and the US if the grave situation of the
Korean Peninsula is to be bridged.

If the US legally assures the
DPRK of non-aggression, includ-
ing the non-use of nuclear weapons
against it by concluding such treaty,
the DPRK will be ready to clear the
former of its security concerns.

The settlement of all problems
with the DPRK, a small country,
should be based on removing any
threat to its sovereignty and right to
existence.

There may be negotiations or
the use of deterrent force to be
consistent with this basis, but the
DPRK wants the former, as far as
possible. &
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Colombia’s struggle
for freedom

War is brewing in Colombia. A strange thing to say, perhaps, about a
country that has been in the grip of civil conflict for 50 years. But, while
the world’s attention is on Iraq, Israel and India, the south American
country, just a stone’s throw from the Washington hawks’ nest, is set
to erupt. We could soon be seeing the “Vietnamisation” of the whole

Amazon region.
by Oliver Houston*

Under Plan Colombia, begun by
the Clinton administration, the US
pledged US$1.3 billion in military
aid to Colombia. It is now the third
largest recipient globally — behind
only Israel and Egypt.

George Bush wants the package
boosted to US$2 billion and has suc-
ceeded in lifting all restrictions on
its use.

New  Colombian  President
Alvaro Uribe Velez, who visited
British Prime Minister Tony Blair
in July, ran on a “final solution”
ticket, promising to crush the peas-
ant revolt that now controls 40 per
cent of the country by doubling the
number of troops and creating a one
million strong “civilian” militia.

According to UN human rights
expert Federico Andreu Guzman,
the creation of a Supreme Council
of National Defence before Uribe’s
election represented “a coup d’état
within the state”.

“It is the legislation of the trans-
formation of Colombia into a de
facto military dictatorship disguised
as a formal civil democracy.”

Uribe’s links with the bru-
tal, right-wing AUC paramilitary
umbrella organisation are well doc-
umented.

The AUC, working closely with
the Colombian military, is said by
Human Rights Watch to be respon-
sible for 80 per cent of the country’s
human rights abuses and by the UN
to be the largest drug cartel.

But Uribe is coy about his
relationship with the now extinct
Medellin drug cartel.

As mayor of Medellin, Uribe
was connected to famous drug
lord Pablo Escobar. As director of
the Civil Aeronautics Agency he
granted pilots’ licences to the cartel.
As a senator he vehemently opposed
the extradition of drug traffickers to
the US.

Furthermore, the US Drug
Enforcement Agency has been
interested for some years in Pedro
Villa, Uribe’s friend and campaign
manager, whose company GMP
Productos Quimicos sells precursor
chemicals used in the production of
cocaine.

The new President has also
vowed to continue unpopular auster-
ity measures, slashing public spend-
ing and privatising public utilities,
to service the US$2.7 billion IMF
loan taken out in December 1999.

Trade unionists

murdered

Colombia’s right-wing death
squads assassinate three out of every
four trade union activists murdered
worldwide each year.

The EU raised the issue with the
UN Commission on Human Rights
in March and US and international
trade unions have recently joined
Colombian workers in filing law-
suits in US courts against Coca-

Why doesn’t the left
fight at the polls?

Only 46 per cent of the 24 million people registered to vote
in Colombia participated in the May ballot, leaving Uribe,
who had a media mogul as his running partner, with just
5.8 million votes, less than a quarter of the electorate.

Many on the left-of-centre remain suspicious of “demo-
cratic engagement” — with good reason.

The civil war in Colombia began when the popular Liberal
candidate for the 1950 presidential election, Eliecer
Gaitaan, was assassinated.

There was eventually an armistice with the liberal guer-
rillas and then Guadalupe Salcedo and the other insur-
gents who signed it were murdered.

In the 1980s, the La Uribe Peace Accords, signed
between the government of President Betancur and the
FARC-EP, were followed by the assassination of Patriotic
Union presidential candidates Jaime Pardo and Bernardo
Jaramillo and 5,000 of its activists.

There was also an armistice with the 19 April Movement
followed by the assassination of its leader Carlos Pizarro.

So, the guerrilla recruitment continues apace — with few
other avenues seemingly open to reformers.

Morning Star &

A funeral in Colombia of trade unionist murdered by death squads.

Cola and coal giant Drummond
for orchestrating paramilitary cam-
paigns of intimidation, torture and
killing at their Colombian plants.

Yet the murders

continue

Retired US army Delta Force
sergeant Stan Goff — a jungle oper-
ations instructor and West Point
military science teacher who was
active in Panama, Grenada, Haiti,
Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras,
Venezuela, Colombia and Peru —
insists: “If the guerrillas stood down
tomorrow, the consequences for the
peasants now partially under their
protection would be horrendous.

“The people in the countryside
are not facing a choice between vio-
lence and peace, but between self-
defence and annihilation”.

For its part, the
FARC(Revolutionary Armed Forces
of Colombia) asserts: “Our voice is
that of the Colombian people, (so)
we will continue the struggle to
find solutions to the problems of
unemployment, lack of education,
health, housing, land for the farm-
ers, political freedom, democracy
and national sovereignty and for a
new government of national recon-
struction and reconciliation”.

The European Parliament voted
against Plan Colombia in February
2001.

In June, Britain’s Imperial
Chemical Industries withdrew its
support too, disgusted by Plan
Colombia’s supposed coca fumiga-
tion program — amounting to little
more than a “scorched earth” policy.

It is a policy that is exacerbating
the internal refugee crisis through the
use of chemical weapons that destroy
food crops, pollute water supplies
and harm animals and people.

Undeterred, hawkish members
of US Congress, such as Senator
Jesse Helms, are pushing hard for a
new “aid” package.

They are supported by extremist
members of the Bush administration

and the powerful Cuban lobby in the
vote swinging state of Florida, where
George W Bush’s brother Jeb Bush is
running for re-election this year.

Chief among them is the notori-
ous Otto Reich, who has a long record
of covert meddling in Latin America
and whom George Bush appointed
to the State Department in January
against the advice of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee.

In the Pentagon, there’s Rogelio
Pardo-Maurer, who was the aide
to the head of the Contras when
they were waging their US-backed
war against the democratically-
elected Sandinista government in
Nicaragua.

“The people in
the countryside
are not facing a
choice between
violence and
peace, but
between self-
defence and
annihilation”

In April, US Deputy Secretary
of State Richard Armitage, speaking
to the house appropriations foreign
operations sub-committee, claimed
that al-Qaida and Hizbollah groups
were operating near Ecuador’s bor-
der with Colombia and Peru.

Coincidentally, this is a guer-
rilla-controlled area where huge oil
deposits have recently been found.

The claims were branded “non-
sense” by Ecuador’s government,
which is already upset that the US
has renegged on its agreement that
the Manta airbase on Ecuador’s
Pacific coast would not be used for
Plan Colombia operations.

Ron Paul, a Republican
Congressman from Texas and a
member of the House International
Relations Committee, warns:

“Pretending that the fighting there
is somehow related to our interna-
tional war on terrorism is to stretch
the imagination to breaking point. It
is unwise and dangerous.

“It has nothing to do with our
national defence or our security.
It has more to do with oil and we
know it.”

Oil

As the world’s fourth largest oil
exporter, Venezuela replaced Saudi
Arabia as the chief foreign source of
oil for the US after it shattered the
embargo of 1973.

In April, left-wing Venezuelan
President Hugo Chavez tried to
avert a US-backed coup, telling
Bush that Venezuela would not join
the oil boycott called for by Iraq
and Libya, after being alerted to the
panic in the White House by OPEC
Secretary General Ali Rodriguez.

But Chavez’s opponents said
that they would cut off supplies to
Cuba and reverse his plan to dou-
ble the royalties charged to foreign
oil companies — principally Exxon-
Mobil — so the coup attempt went
ahead.

Former US Attorney General
Ramsey Clark explained to the New
Colombia News Agency, that the
US role in Colombia is “the biggest
intervention in the western hemi-
sphere in our history.

“It involves not only Colombia
but also Ecuador, Peru and
Venezuela. They are afraid of the
spreading of political insurrection,
turmoil and rebellion.

“They are afraid of the spreading
of political beliefs that are opposed
to US policies.”

Yet nothing will hasten the
spread of such beliefs more effec-
tively than an escalation of US mili-
tary intervention.

The Andean and Amazonian
regions need peace and prosperity,
not a US war for oil.

*Oliver Houston is a member of the
Colombia Peace Association. @&
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Russian Government
bans referendum

Proposals put forward by the Communist Party of the Russian
Federation (CPRF) for a referendum on important economic
and social questions has been vetoed by the conservative major-

ity of the Duma (Parliament).
by Mati English

The four questions to be asked in
a referendum were:

1. Do you agree that Russian
Federation law should prohibit the
sale and purchase of land (exclud-
ing small plots of land for personal
use and for recreational purposes
such as gardens, country houses and
such)?

2. Do you agree that housing
costs including electricity, water,
heating and other expenses not
exceed 10 per cent of the family
income?

3. Do you agree that wages
and pensions should be enough
to live on?

4. Do you agree that Russia’s
natural resources as well as basic
industries such as electricity, oil
and gas, transport, military instal-
lations, etc, should be exclusively
state-owned?

What followed this proposal was
one of the most scandalous develop-
ments in the political life of contem-
porary Russia. The Duma adopted
a measure that put a moratorium
on holding referendums within two
years of national elections. (The
next Russian elections are due to be
held in 2004).

“Nobody can be surprised any
more by the cynical actions in the
Duma and the stupidity which gov-
erns the ruling elite and its attempts
to provoke political crises in the sit-
uation when they are least needed”,
commented the Literary Gazette
(20/8/02).

“So-called political technocrats
came to the conclusion that the
holding of the referendum threat-
ened the much-touted ‘liberal-eco-
nomic reforms’.

“It’s quite clear that the major-
ity of Russian citizens would vote

against free sale of agricultural
lands, against reforms in the hous-
ing sector which will lead to a price
explosion, against privatisation of
the energy sector, for the state con-
trol over the natural resources of the
country”, writes the paper.

Dead against reforms

The Literary Gazette states that
the Russian Government “knows
perfectly well that the majority of
the population is dead against these
[the government’s] reforms and is
going to act against the wishes of
that majority. Moreover, it is not
going to let the majority take part
in any kind of reforms. It does not
need its support, it does not need
their participation...”

The paper goes on to say that
Russian citizens have known about the
government’s attitude for a long time.

It claims that “in response to
the government’s policies they
have taken a path of non-involve-
ment with the government policies.
They do not relate to the reformist
slogans, they are trying to ignore
them...

US elections

A referendum on Bush policies

These are not ordinary times. And November 5 - Election Day - is

no ordinary day.

by Sam Webb
National Chairman

Communist Party USA

This election more than any
in recent memory offers voters an
unparallelled opportunity to strike a
blow against the extreme right and
for peace, progress and sanity.

Its outcome will be a referen-
dum on the policies of the Bush
administration.

On one side of the struggle
is gathered organised labour, the
racially and nationally oppressed
peoples, women and other demo-
cratic forces, and on the other, the
Bush administration and its reac-
tionary supporters.

Not for a long time has an
administration been so aggressive,
militarist and eager to go to war,
so deaf to the crying need for jobs
and health care, so contemptuous
of the rights of African Americans,
Mexican Americans and other
racially and nationally oppressed
peoples, so scornful of women and
immigrants, so ready to dispense

with our democratic traditions, so
callous towards the environment,
so hell-bent on turning our public
schools over to private corporations,
and so determined to raid the col-
lapsing pension system - and all the
while looting the public treasury and
protecting corporate profits and cor-
porate thieves.

It is no exaggeration to say that
the Bush administration and its
right-wing counterparts in Congress
present a clear and imminent danger
to everything that we as a people
hold dear and consider just.

They constitute a menace to
our nation’s well-being and the
well-being of our world. The future
of our country turns, to no small
degree, on which party ends up with
control of Congress on the evening
of November 5.

Bush and his advisors appre-
ciate this fact, and are calibrat-
ing everything they do towards
regaining control of the Senate
and adding to their majority in the
House. Labour and its allies must

approach these elections with no
less determination.

With less than two weeks before
the polls open, political pundits are
calling the election a dead heat.
Thus, between now and November
5, a full national mobilisation of vot-
ers is imperative.

A crusading spirit must infuse
the ranks of the people’s move-
ment. To squander this opportu-
nity would be a tragic mistake.
People’s rights, livelihoods and
lives are at stake.

This sounds ominous, and it
is. But at the same time it should
be an incentive for everyone to
engage the battle to defeat right-
wing Congressional candidates on
Election Day.

Such a victory won’t guarantee
that the flood tide of economic insecu-
rity, democratic denial and senseless
death and destruction stemming from
the policies of the Bush administra-
tion will be immediately reversed. But
it would represent a first and impor-
tant step in that direction.

All out for November 5!

No more business as usual

People’s Weekly World &

Sydney Central Branch
invites you to celebrate
THE 85TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE

GREAT OCTOBER
SOCIALIST REVOLUTION

THE TURNING POINT OF MODERN HISTORY
Thursday 7 November at 6.30pm
65 Campbell St Surry Hills NSW
Donation $10 ($3 concession)
Food provided / drinks available
MORE INFO ANDY OR TOM - 9212 6855

Vetoed - CPRF leader Gennady Zyuganov

“Their life is an escape to their
vegetable gardens, non-participa-
tion in elections, unwillingness to
have children, hopeless drinking. As
a result we see a failing economy,
burning forests, smoke-filled cities,
armies of unemployed though more
and more ‘guest workers’ work on
building sites and in the fields...”

The Russian communists are
continuing their struggle for the
recognition of their ideas and
demands. Despite the tremendous
difficulties in spreading informa-
tion about the referendum, more
than 52 per cent of the population
had become aware of this initia-
tive and a further 21 per cent know
some details about it.

The anti-constitutional deci-
sion regarding the referendum has

created further awareness of the
CPRF’s proposal. It had formulated
very clearly the demands the major-
ity of the population relate to.

By banning the referendum and
waging an anti-communist cam-
paign the government has helped the
CPREF’s campaign.

Actions in support of the issues
raised in the proposed referendum
are now being organised and they
are finding understanding and sup-
port among the majority of the
population.

An indication of the disillusion-
ment of the Russian population is
shown in their widespread refusal to
take part in the current census organ-
ised by the government. It is reported
that upwards of 30 per cent have
refused to fill in the census forms. &

Syria rejects
US nuke claims

The so-called Axis of Evil hit list has recently been expanded by
the US State Department to include, in addition to the first gen-
eration of targets — Iraq, Iran and North Korea — a number of
other nations. They are accused (without evidence) of everything
from making unprocessed uranium available to alleged North
Korean and Iraqi agents to selling radar and assorted dual-use
equipment to the original Evil Triad.

The list now includes Russia,
Ukraine, Syria, Belarus, Kenya,
Zimbabwe, Armenia, Gabon, Namibia,
South Africa and the Bosnian Serb
Republic. The Bosnian Serb Republic’s
probably last remaining industrial plant
was raided by NATO-SFOR soldiers
in the name of saving the world from
imminent nuclear incineration.

The Syrian Foreign Ministry
has lodged a formal complaint
with the US ambassador against the
State Department branding Syrian-
Russian nuclear cooperation a threat
to US interests.

“The United States knows that
Syria adheres to the nuclear non-pro-
liferation treaty and welcomes dele-
gations from the International Atomic
Energy Agency whose reports attest
that the Syrian nuclear program is
devoted only to civilian activities”,
says the Syrian newsagency.

“The minister demanded from
the US Ambassador Theodore
Kattouf an official explanation
of the declarations of a US State
Department spokesman.”

Relations between Syria and the
United States have been strained
since the US push to invade neigh-
bouring Iraq as well as the US
Congress call to impose sanctions
on Syria for supposedly backing
armed militant groups opposed to
Israel.

The Syrian Foreign Ministry
accused Washington of turning a
blind eye to Israel’s possession of
nuclear weapons. The Ministry
said it was “disturbed by the mili-
tary cooperation between Israel
and the United States as well as
Washington’s silence on Israel’s
nuclear program.

“Israel still refuses to submit its
installations to international inspec-
tions. It is the only Middle Eastern
state that possesses nuclear arms
as several reports conducted by the
United States attest.”

Israel has never formally admit-
ted its possession of nuclear weap-
ons, which it is believed to have
achieved in the 1950s with assis-
tance from France. &
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Vieques will not be fooled!

Vieques Support Campaign statement

Last week’s announcement of a US Navy pullout in 2003 from
Vieques, Puerto Rico, is being viewed with great scepticism by the
people of that island, and for very good reasons. The legacy the US
Navy has established in Vieques, based on the experience of the
native people of more than 60 years of US Navy occupation and
destruction of the island, has been one of repeated lies and abuse.

No one should ever doubt that
this announcement comes as a result
of the people’s struggle which has
gained tremendous support and rec-
ognition in the United States and
throughout the world.

Since the death of David Sanes
Rodriguez, who was killed on April
19, 1999, from an exploding errant
bomb which sparked massive pro-
test and acts of civil disobedience in
Puerto Rico and the US, this issue
has politically embarrassed US gov-
ernment officials and placed them
on the defensive.

The mass movement that
emerged three years ago militantly
demanding the withdrawal of the
US Navy from Vieques, brought to
light for all to question the nature of
Puerto Rico’s political relationship
to the United States.

Federal laws designed to imple-
ment US colonial policy in Puerto
Rico long before the US Navy occu-
pation began, provided the legal
precedent for the people of Vieques
not to be consulted when they were
driven from their homes and had
their lands expropriated to make
way for naval facilities.

Grabbing land and expelling the
native inhabitants established a pat-
tern which the US followed from the
earliest days of its involvement.

And now, after decades of lies,
thievery, contamination and dis-
ease, we are expected to believe
an announcement by officials who
have no credibility with the people
of Vieques, all of Puerto Rico and
the entire world.

The four
demands are:
Demilitarisation,
Decontamination,
Development,

Devolution - return
of the land.

The questions that we must now
ask are:

* Will the Navy clean-up the
chemical, radioactive and other
deadly substances used to manufac-
ture the weapons they have tested on
Vieques?

» Will the people of Vieques, as
well as those driven out since the
1940s when the Navy occupation
began, receive reparations for the
suffering experienced, for what was
taken from them and for the disrup-
tion caused in their lives?

» Will the lands the Navy now
occupies be returned to the people
or will they be given to developers
for the construction of luxury hotels
and casinos?

Let us ask these questions, pro-
vided that the US Government dem-
onstrates its intention to withdraw
the Navy from Vieques. Let us not
forget the August 1, 2001 directive
from the Armed Services Committee
to the US Navy, forbidding them to
leave Vieques until an “equivalent”
location is found.

And because of the heightened
arrogance of US officials who con-

tinue to promote an atmosphere of
war, promising to invade Iraq as
well as militarily threatening coun-
tries exerting their right to self-
determination, no one can truly say
that the Navy will keep its word
and leave next year. The people of
Vieques have very good reasons to
be distrusting of the latest promise.

Not only is seeing believing,
but a US departure from Vieques
is not enough. The four demands
(“4 D’s”) formulated by the people
of Vieques must be respected and
honoured. The four demands are:
Demilitarisation, Decontamination,
Development, Devolution - return
of the land.

Ismael Guadalupe, leader of
the Committee for the Rescue and
Development of Vieques, noted
that the “statements Admiral Natter
made in Pensacola, Florida, where
there is a large Hispanic population,
are tied to the fact that President
Bush’s brother, Jeb Bush, needs to
gain favour with Latin American
voters in Florida.

“Everyone knows what has hap-
pened with promises made both here
(in Puerto Rico) and in the United
States before the elections.”

As Puerto Ricans and other peo-
ples who are observing the deadly
path the US is now taking, we can
not rely on the promises of liars, rac-
ists and conquerors, especially at a
time when it is in their best interest
to pacify and divert an anti-military
struggle.

“The only assurance that peace
and justice will prevail in Vieques,
Puerto Rico, as well as in the rest of
the world, is by the people uniting
to carry out their determined strug-
gle for freedom. Trust cannot be
given to the overtures of oppressors
but to the great potential of a mass
movement.” &

South African unions
oppose privatisation

The Council of South African Trade Unions (COSATU) has come
out strongly against the privatisation of key sectors of the econ-
omy. “We have identified eleven basic services that should remain
in the control of the state”, says a COSATU statement. “These are
water, sewage and rubbish disposal, basic housing, health, educa-
tion, telecommunications, safety and security, welfare provision,
transport, electricity, and basic cultural amenities”.

The South African trade unions
give three reasons for their strong
stand against privatisation or com-
mercialisation of these services:

a) Because of endemic pov-
erty most South African households
cannot pay to receive basic services
from private providers. There is
therefore no market incentive for
private providers to serve the major-
ity.

b)  Part of our developmental
challenge as a country is the funda-
mental restructuring of both the state
and the economy, so that they serve
the majority. State control of assets

is an important lever to achieve this
aim, by extending infrastructure and
production as well as maintaining
cross-subsidies to the poor, small
enterprises, and similar sectors.
Privatising assets rules out this stra-
tegic intervention.

¢)  Privatisation and commer-
cialisation can be clearly linked to
massive job losses and declining
conditions of employment. Where
services have been outsourced,
workers have moved outside their
bargaining unit and faced reduced
pay, benefits, and job security. The
majority have been lower-skilled

Wollongong

NO WAR March and Rally
Saturday November 2, 1.30pm.

March from Fred Moore House (opp Wollongong train station)
to Peace Square, Wollongong Mall amphitheatre
Speakers include:

Ali Kazak - Head of delegation to Australia for the State of Palestine
Denis Doherty - CPA/Anti Bases
Arthur Rorris - Secretary, South Coast Labor Council and
The lllawarra Union Singers
Oganised by South Coast NO WAR Committee
For info contact Leanne (02)42251339 or Nick (02)42848004

Africans from rural areas, thus rein-
forcing our existing inequalities.

The privatisation and restruc-
turing of state assets and functions
means “the replacement of social
objectives with profitability by
state-owned agencies, and the open-
ing of historically state-controlled
industries to private competition”,
says COSATU.

The Communication Workers’
Union is opposed to the ongoing pri-
vatisation of Telkom, which will cost
in total 25,000 jobs by next year.

The South African Transport and
Allied Workers’ Union remains stead-
fastly opposed to the unilateral con-
cessioning off of the country’s ports.

The National Union of
Mineworkers opposes the proposed
privatisation of 30 percent of the
generation capacity of Eskom.

“We need meaningful and con-
structive engagement on public pol-
icy”, says COSATU.

The unions “will continue to
oppose unilateral privatisation of
state assets, which undermine the
delivery capacity of the state. We
will continue our engagement [with
the government] wherever we have
the opportunity to engage.

A Growth and Development
Summit is to be convened and
COSATU is “hoping that the summit
will prove to be a genuine engage-
ment between government and its
social partners.” &
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The banner at the US base reads, “Vieques is Puerto Rico”

é% Global briefs

BRITAIN: Broadcasting unions have warned that the pro-
posed merger between television giants Granada and Carl-
ton is illegal under present regulations. The National Union
of Journalists has accused Ministers of allowing the merger
to take place in spite of media laws preventing it. As well
as causing job losses, the merger will be given a boost by
a new Bill being introduced by the Blair Government strip-
ping all safeguards from local and regional production cen-
tres which will result in local broadcasting being scrapped.

VENEZUELA: It has been revealed that President Hugo
Chavez narrowly escaped an assassination attempt when
returning from a trip to Europe the week before last. Gov-
ernment security agents thwarted an attempt by an armed
gang to shoot down the Presidential plane as it landed in the
capital Caracas. Mr Chavez, who was returned to his posi-
tion after being ousted in a short-lived US-backed coup last
April, said on national television, “An assassination bid was
uncovered and foiled. A whisker more, and | wouldn’t be here.”

RUSSIA: The Government has again rejected US claims that
Russia is supplying Iran with military nuclear technology. “Rus-
sia is not supplying Iran with any technology related to nuclear
weapons”, said a government statement. Energy Minister Alex-
ander Rumyantsev said that Russia is assisting in the building of
acivilian nuclear reactor to provide Iran with “a source of energy”.

EUROPE: The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) has slammed the
European Union for buying fishing rights from poor African coun-
tries, saying that it was depleting fish stocks vital to coastal com-
munities. “Angola is starving but the EU — while providing emer-
gency food aid — has recently signed an agreement to take fish
from Angolan waters to feed European markets”, said the WWF.
The deal with Angola also has no catch limits except for shrimp.

ITALY: The Fiat car company and the Agnelli fam-
ily that controls it once dominated ltalian industry. Now it
is haemorrhaging money and jobs and the banks are de-
manding it sell off its assets. This month already it made
8100 car workers redundant, leading to strike action.

AFGHANISTAN: US forces plan to construct an airbase in
Neemroze Province in south-west Afghanistan, according
to the Tehran Times. The aim is to take control of Iran-Af-
ghanistan border areas. The US is also trying to replace the
Province’s Governor with their own US-friendly puppet. In order
to achieve this, the objective is to create conflict between the
Farsi and Pashtu speakers in the area and arm pro-US Taliban.

PHILIPPINES: Thousands of protesters have marched through
the capital Manila against the Arroyo Government’s proposed
anti-terror laws which they say, will threaten human rights and
democracy. Around 5000 people marched to the Presidential
Palace and then to the US embassy carrying anti-US plac-
ards. Protest spokesperson Renato Reyes said, “While we
recognise the problem of terrorism, we think it could not be
solved by limiting rights and by repression. That would lead
to discontent and terrorists could exploit massive restiveness.”
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LETTERS

What of the Balinese?

Australia needs to examine its conscience regarding exploitative
tourism in Bali and similar tourist spots. The bombs at Kuta
beach raise difficult questions beyond the predictable terrorist/
nationalism analysis dominating the mainstream media.

We are informed that the Sari
Club was a “westerners only” bar.
The Balinese who were killed and
injured must therefore have been
staff and various other ‘“service”
providers. Sounds a bit like apart-
heid?

The blatant policy of some bars
is not required in other places such
as the shopping strips of Kuta and
Ubud. Balinese are not doing their
shopping alongside the tourists. The
whole tourist industry is geared to
serve Western tourists and it is the
Balinese who do the serving.

We are told that the hospital in
Bali is of a third world standard and

that the staff did their best to treat
casualties in near-impossible cir-
cumstances. However, Bali is not an
undeveloped island. Billions of dol-
lars have been invested over the last
couple of decades creating a five-star
living standard for those western tour-
ists who visit, and astronomical prof-
its for the western and elite Indonesian
investors. Why is there still only third
world health care in Bali?

In 1997, this fat white tour-
ist didn’t have to look far to see the
Balinese with rotting teeth, living
simply from hand to mouth, housed
in the small forgotten spaces among
the garish tourist industry, and taking

Reform outside the square

The ALP’s loss in Cunningham has produced much advice on
how the ALP may restore its fortunes. However, all remedies
sought are within the framework of the two-party system.

Find a charismatic leader, change
the policies of the ALP significantly
or come up with a John Button, etc.

In reality, major systemic change
is required to renew Australia’s
entire political system and it is long
overdue. Australians must look out-
side the square!

The two party system works
well if there are significant pol-
icy differences between these par-
ties so as to create a meaningful
Opposition. That is no longer the
case at all. Attempts to restore that
situation will fail.

The answer is proportional repre-
sentation which produces a true multi

party-system. This should rejuvenate
and reform Australian Parliaments.

It is democratic, provides vari-
ety, quality and a higher degree
of public participation. The
Progressive Labour Party recently
made a substantial submission to a
Parliamentary Inquiry on Electoral
Reform to promote this idea but
found that the Committee is domi-
nated by the major parties.

A public debate outside the
square is needed. We are calling on
the media to provide space and time.
The vicious circle can be broken.

Klaas Woldring
Progressive Labour Party

a much-needed nap in a stall which is
open for 16 hours, 7 days a week.

Child labour is pretty easy to
find and housing for locals doesn’t
reach the standards of even the
budget backpacker establishments.
But it would also have been easy
to avert my gaze from the rotting
teeth, the narrow lanes behind the
shops, the scrawny chickens and
mangy dogs.

Beer in hand, swathed in a cheap
sarong, it would have been very easy
to focus on the knick-knacks and
gloss over the glaring inequalities.

Instead, I could have noticed
the “generous nature” of the “toler-
ant” Balinese, as frequently reported
in recent news features since the
bombings. Poverty with a smile...
these platitudes ring hollow like the
old “noble savage”.

How can the Balinese be other
than generous when they depend on
richer tourists for their livelihood?
And how could anyone be other than
“tolerant” faced with a nightclub full
of drunken westerners whose money
is so essential?

As far as I’'m aware, it doesn’t
matter whether the sleazy bars and
kitschy stalls offend Balinese sen-
sibilities or not. The whole tourist
industry monster is well beyond the
control of the locals.

I have no doubt that the Balinese
are just as generous and tolerant as
any other population, and I could
even believe that their culture
emphasises these qualities.

However, there is simply no
way of truly gauging these attributes
when the only forum of cultural
exchange is so heavily burdened by
economic inequality and the exploit-
ative tourist trade.

Evelyn Barnes, NSW

Got something to say?

Got an opinion about the system, about human rights,
the labour movenment, peace, land rights, socialism,
privatisation, child care, your local community? Then
write it down and send it to us. The letters page is for
you, Guardian readers.
Letters of up to 400 words in length are preferred.

Contradictions

In upgrading the danger to
Australians in Indonesia and
telling them to “depart”, Alex
Downer made a stunning
admission. He said that tour
operators had complained in
the past that strong warnings

had cut their business. So he

had been downgrading the

warnings. But now, after the

Kuta bombing, he was upgrad-
ing the warnings.

Denis Kevans

NSW

Strident war rhetoric

Despite the tempo, increasing the propaganda was not being
effective. Strident and drastic war rhetoric was needed. Another

September 11?

But not at home. We needed to
jolt our neighbours and a named
organisation to be made the terror-
ist perpetrator. Don’t worry about
firm evidence — it wasn’t necessary
before and it won’t be needed now.

Just keep pushing the allegation
and claims of complicity against the
selected organisation and the con-
tinuous association will have the
desired result.

The government will be able to
push ahead with their repressive leg-
islation in the name of anti-terrorism
and tighten their fascist control of
the people.

The price of freedom is eternal
vigilance and vigilance was never
more needed than at the present
time.

B Appleton, NSW

Sydney
Colombia 3 Benefit Night

Saturday, November 2 Doors open at 7 pm.
Harp Hotel 900 Princess Highway, Tempe.
Music by Martin Doherty, Scallion and other guests
Tickets $15 and $10 concession
All proceeds towards the Colombia 3 Bring Them Home Campaign
Organised by Australian Aid for Ireland (NSW Branch)

Culture
& Life

Of nightmares and
Dr Frankenstein

Labor’s defeat in the Cunning-
ham by-election was described
in the mass media as a “shock”
to Simon Crean. I don’t know
why. Labor’s analysts would
have been well aware of the
likely outcome at least as
early as their candidate, and
she knew she was doomed the
moment the other parties with-
out exception directed their
preferences away from Labor.

by Rob Gowland

What has apparently really
shocked Crean is the belated dis-
covery that the people (including the
rank and file members of the ALP
for whom he clearly has nothing but
contempt) are not prepared to vote
Labor if Labor is going to pursue
Liberal Party policies.

Hitherto Labor leaders could
smugly say of disaffected ALP vot-
ers, “where are they gonna go?”
Now they know: More and more are
seeking alternatives.

Australia’s  social democrats
have nowadays so openly thrown
in their lot with the ruling class that
they don’t even bother to dissemble
about it. The right wing of the ALP
wants people to be aware of their
allegiance to corporate interests.

As they continue to support the
Howard government, especially its
pro-US foreign policy and the man-
datory sentencing of refugees, par-
rot other Liberal Party policies and
connive at the running down and
destruction of public services and
utilities, the Cunningham scenario is
likely to be repeated elsewhere.

Up my way, the local Newcastle
Herald on the Monday after the
Cunningham by-election gave pride
of place on its Letters page to one
from Karylynne Kemp of Warners
Bay who detailed a nightmare visit
to Belmont Hospital.

Ms Kemp accompanied a
young girl to the hospital for treat-
ment. They arrived at 3.30pm. They
finally saw the doctor at a quarter
past midnight!

During that time a mother
whose baby was suspected of hav-
ing measles waited six hours before
giving up in despair and going
home. “Another baby with what
sounded like croup or asthma was
still waiting when we left at about
1.30 a.m.”

I don’t know how many doctors
would have been on duty during the
first three and a half hours that Ms
Kemp and her young charge had to
wait, but she was told that after 7.00
pm only one doctor is on duty for the
whole hospital.

It is not surprising then that
she saw the nursing staff having
to give “people with broken bones
pain-killers and bandages and [send
them] home to come back the next
day, without seeing a doctor”.

As she rightly says: “it is grossly
unfair to nursing staff, expecting
them to handle this situation”.

As we have said many times
before: access to the best health care
that a society can provide is every
person’s right. It is not a privilege
to be given to those who can afford

private health facilities and denied
to those who can’t.

It is the duty of society to take
care of its members and any society
that fails to do so will not last.

Not blind or stupid

The people of Newcastle, as
elsewhere, are well able to see the
way their public hospitals are being
run down. They are not blind and
they are not stupid.

The people of Cunningham
voted for the Greens and other alter-
native candidates and then gave their
preferences to the Greens, not just to
punish Labor. They did so because
the Greens showed concern for the
needs of the people, and opposition
to the dangerous and inhumane war
drive of the Howard government
(which Simon Crean fully supports,
of course).

One very reassuring factor in the
present worldwide struggle to stop
this monstrous war before it starts is
the enormous breadth and range of
the opposition. From mass demon-
strations to eminent persons’ adver-
tisements to sharp-tongued letters
to suburban newspapers, the num-
ber of people saying NO WAR is
truly vast.

Apart from the mass demonstra-
tions, often involving thousands and
tens of thousands — even hundreds
of thousands in some cities like
London and Rome — the people are
resorting to every available means
to impress on their governments that
the US war is just not on.

And make no mistake, this
global wave of revulsion and protest
is succeeding. The Stars and Stripes
would have been waving over the
ruins of Bagdad months ago were it
not that the US, still less its very few
allies, simply cannot just ignore so
much public and government oppo-

Green mile - all the parties directed preferences away from Labor.

sition, however much they would
like to.

That the US was forced to turn to
the UN Security Council, a body the
US Administration had previously
thought they had effectively side-
lined forever, is a huge defeat for the
warmongers in the White House.

In Australia, people from all
walks of life and of every politi-
cal hue wage the No War campaign
vigorously in every local and daily
newspaper. Their spontaneous cam-
paign is helped to some extent by the
poverty of imagination, gob-smack-
ing ignorance and craven grovelling
to the US of the pro-war camp.

The Newcastle Herald on
October 19 carried a letter from

someone claiming that the present
wave of “anti-Americanism turns my
stomach”. This brought a hard-hit-
ting letter in response two days later
that pointedly said, “unquestioning
support for their [the USA’s] never-
ending wars is too much to ask”.

The writer went on: “Acts such
as the assassination of the demo-
cratically elected Chilean President
Allende and death by embargo of
millions of Middle-Eastern children
has earned America the hatred that is
now striking out at it.

“Why are we being asked to stand
beside Dr Frankenstein to face the
numerous monsters he has created?”

A question for John Howard,
I think? &
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I WORTH WATCHING

Rob Gowland

previews
National public
television programs

Sun 3 November
— Sat 9 November

Zadie Smith’s novel White
Teeth won the prestigious
Whitbread First Novel Award.
Channel Four has rushed the
TV adaptation of White Teeth
(ABC 8.30pm Sundays) into
production before the public

forgets about the award
hoopla.
The English media cannot

decide whether it is a comedy or a
drama, but this tale of inter-racial
marriage and friendship in the “70s
is at least intriguing, but on the
strength of epsiode one, nothing
more. [t may improve.

he 1944 English movie A4

Canterbury Tale (ABC 10:
55pm Tuesday) is acclaimed film-
makers’ Michael Powell and Emeric
Pressburger’s much misunderstood
tribute to the cultural and personal
ties that supposedly united the two
wartime allies Britain and the USA.

The film begins in Chaucer’s
time, with a shot of a hooded fal-
con on the wrist of a medieval pil-
grim. Erwin Hillier’s superb cam-
erawork follows the graceful bird as
it soars aloft on speedy wings. When
it becomes a mere speck, it turns and
comes gliding back, revealing itself
to now be a Spitfire.

Sheila Sim is the London shop-
girl turned landgirl who arrives in
her designated village at night in the
company of a British tank sergeant
(Dennis Price) and an American GI
(John Sweet).

When she has glue sprayed in
her hair by a mysterious assailant,
the three resolve to track the culprit
down, bringing them into contact
with the local magistrate and ama-
teur historian (Eric Portman).

Variety noted that “Four mira-
cles occur in this story, one to each
of the four principal characters”.
Variety also commented, “Here is
rare beauty”.

1972: “To most people, the inten-
tions of the filmmakers remained
highly mysterious”. However accu-
rate Wright may be, A Canterbury
Tale remains a very interesting and
unusual work.

John Sweet’s Yank is a very
uncommon creation, finding an
affinity with the local village crafts-
men working with wood. Worth
watching I feel.

he anthrax attacks in the

USA last October have well
and truly slipped from the front
pages to the more obscure parts of
the print media. Generally accepted
as being either the genuine work of a
nutter or a sinister back-up provoca-
tion intended to keep up “terrorist”
paranoia in the US, the anthrax scare
faded quickly when it became clear
that the anthrax in question was not
of Middle Eastern origin but was
developed in the USA itself.

In fact, the particular strain has
been identified as one developed
at the US Army Medical Research
Institute for Infectious Diseases
(USAMRIID) in Frederick,
Maryland.

Steven J Hatfill, until recently
an employee of USAMRIID, has
so far figured prominently in the
FBI’s investigation of the anthrax
incidents, in which letters contain-
ing anthrax spores were mailed to
prominent people. Hatfill has report-
edly been interviewed at least four
or five times by the FBI, been given
a lie-detector test and had his apart-
ment searched.

Nevertheless, the FBI stoutly
maintains that he “is not a sus-
pect”. This same Hatfill, who lec-
tures to US Embassy and Defence
personnel on bio-war defence sys-
tems, in the ‘70s served with the
US Army Institute for Military
Assistance, based at Fort Bragg,
North Carolina, while simultane-
ously, his resumé says, serving in
the Special Air Squadron (SAS)
of the white supremacist regime in
Rhodesia.

He then claims to have attended
medical school in Rhodesia from
1978 to 1984, before moving to
South Africa, where he completed
“various military-medical assign-
ments” while supposedly obtaining
three master’s degrees.

Hatfield also happily admits to
serving in the Selous Scouts, white
Rhodesia’s notorious counter-insur-
gency force, a murderous instru-

Foyle’s War - ABC 8:30 pm Fridays

ers of independence in what would
become Zimbabwe.

All this may have nothing to do
with the anthrax attacks in the US,
but a lot of people in the scientific
community in the US think it does.
Nevertheless, a year after the inves-
tigation began, the anthrax terrorist
is still loose.

As The Big Picture: The Hunt
For The Anthrax Killer (ABC
8.30pm Wednesday) shows, the
chief suspect has moved from
being an Iraqi terrorist to a lone bio-
bomber to a military insider. The
FBI has uncovered a chaotic system
of secret weapons programs.

But despite engaging a new
generation of detective techniques
and an unlikely group of detec-
tives — colourful characters like Paul
Leim, a pioneering microbiologist,
Shakespearean scholar Don Foster
and Dave Franz, a scientist turned
forensic biologist and former army
Colonel —the FBI appears to have hit
a brick wall.

Are they being prevented from
investigating further because the
culprit is being protected? Or have
the FBI run out of ideas?

he fashion for histori-
cal detective fiction grows

ancient Chinese detectives; medi-
eval English detectives abound
(Cherith Baldry even uses Geoffrey
Chaucer as a spy and crime solver).

Thomas Pitt (and his high-born
wife) solve crimes in Victorian
England, as does Sergeant Cribb.
In fact almost no era of English
or world history has been left
unmined by detective authors in
search of a new milieu in which to
set their plots.

On television, pathology lecturer
Dr Joseph Bell and young Arthur
Conan Doyle himself became
detectives in the series of adven-
tures Dr Bell And Mr Doyle. And
now comes an excellent four-part
series Foyle’s War (ABC 8.30pm
Fridays), in which Detective Chief
Superintendent Christopher Foyle
investigates murders and the like
on the south coast of England dur-
ing WW2.

Created and written by Anthony
Horowitz with a clever (and con-
vincing) ability to relate the plots to
the atmosphere, events and milieu
of the War at home, the series has
been directed by Jeremy Silbertson
with an understated skill that is quite
refreshing.

In fact, understatement might

lent photography and especially Jim
Parker’s very effective music are all
pleasingly understated.

Foyle is played by Michael
Kitchen as a shrewd, experienced
and credible copper. At the begin-
ning of the series he believes he is
wasted doing mere police work and
wants to be allowed to take a com-
mission in the army. His boss, Asst
Commissioner Sommers, (Edward
Fox) won’t hear of it.

As compensation, Sommers
gives Foyle a woman driver from
the Armoured Transport Corps,
Sam (played by the extraordinarily
named Honeysuckle Weeks). Sam,
as played by Weeks, is delight-
fully in period: rosy cheeked, frank,
inquisitive, not at all overawed by
her new boss — the very picture of
the young ‘40s woman given the
opportunity by the War to step out
of her designated domestic role (in
Sam’s case, a village vicarage).

Best of all about Foyle’s War is
that the plots are intelligent rather
than merely ingenious, the support-
ing characters are interesting and
the supporting cast is excellent (in
episode one, Robert Hardy, David
Horovitch, Rosamunde Pike — who
could have stepped out of a 1940s

British critic and filmmaker ment of state terrorism used by the apace. There are now ancient almost be a theme of the series: the movie — and Philip Whitchurch,
Basil Wright, however, observed in  racist Smith regime to kill support- Egyptian, ancient Roman and performances, David Odd’s excel- amongst others). &
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The Australian Prime Minister, John Howard, says the atrocity
on the island of Bali is “proof” that “the war against terrorism
must go on with unrelenting vigour and with an unconditional
commitment”. What he means is that he will continue to perform
his holier-than-Blair role as George W Bush’s most devoted, if
not universally recognised, foreign gang member.

by John Pilger

The Australian military is,
in effect, an extension of the
Pentagon. Australian ships oper-
ate with the American fleet in the
Gulf, enforcing an embargo against
Iraq which, according to the United
Nations Children’s Fund, has led
to the unnecessary deaths of more
than 600,000 Iraqi children. In
Indonesia, Australians, together
with their American counterparts,
have secretly resumed training the
Indonesian military, which, in the
world cup of terrorism, is the undis-
puted champion.

Al-Qaida has been fingered in
Washington for the Bali outrage.
The script is unchanged. To Bush,
Blair and Howard, the Bali bombing
will be simply further justification
for attacking Iraq.

For 40 years,
Australian
Governments
have colluded
with state
terrorism in
Indonesia. Now,
the Bali outrage
allows John
Howard to distract
attention from his
hypocrisy.

How truly bizarre the American
enterprise of world conquest has
become. First, there was the bomb-
ing of Afghanistan, the equivalent
of bombing Sicily in order to erad-
icate the Mafia. “Terrorism” is the
enemy; or as Monty Python’s Terry
Jones remarked, “They’re bombing
an abstract noun!” What is clear is
that the more bellicose Bush and
Blair and Howard become, the more

they place the citizens of their own
countries at risk.

Mouse roaring

Like a mouse perpetually roar-
ing, Howard’s warmongering has
endangered every young Australian
backpacking in those countries
where his and Bush’s provocations
are welcomed by extreme groups.
Since he became Prime Minister
in 1996, Howard has renewed
Australia’s reputation in Asia for
European exclusivity.

This is tragic, for it is not long
since Australia emerged from the cul-
tural isolation of its notorious “white
Australia policy” and appeared to
express the confidence of the ethni-
cally diverse society it had become.
Embracing Asia became politically
fashionable, and the old colonial fear
of the Asian hordes falling down on
Australia, as by the force of gravity,
was rejected by many Australians,
especially the young.

Howard’s openly racist poli-
cies have again begun to iso-
late Australia. He has deployed
Australian troops against helpless,
mostly Muslim, asylum-seekers on
the high seas - more than 350 peo-
ple went to their deaths in a leaking
boat last year even though, as it has
now been revealed, Australian mili-
tary intelligence knew they were in
great peril.

He has imprisoned many of those
who have reached Australia (mostly
from Iraq and Afghanistan, the coun-
tries he claims to be “liberating”) in
desert concentration camps in con-
ditions which, reported a United
Nations inspector, were among the
worst he had seen in more than 40
inspections around the world.

Seldom a day passes when
Howard and his inept Foreign
Minister, Alexander Downer, do not
utter vacuities about “the war on ter-
ror”. The truth is that, for almost 40
years, Australian governments have
played a significant role in colluding
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with state terrorism in neighbouring
Indonesia.

In 1965, the then Prime Minister
Harold Holt joked about the mass
murder that accompanied the sei-
zure of power by General Suharto,
the West’s man. “With 500,000 to
a million communist sympathisers
knocked off”, he said, “I think it’s
safe to assume a reorientation has
taken place.”

During the long years of
Suharto’s dictatorship, which was
shored up by Western capital, gov-
ernments and the World Bank, state
terrorism on a breathtaking scale
was ignored. Australian Prime
Ministers were far too busy laud-
ing the “investment partnership” in
resource-rich Indonesia.

Suharto’s annexation of East
Timor, which cost the lives of
a third of the population, was
described by the then Foreign
Minister Gareth Evans as “irre-
versible”. As Evans succinctly put
it, there were “zillions” of dollars
to be made from the oil and gas
reserves in the Timor Sea.
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Lethal hypocrisy

Such lethal hypocrisy was
acknowledged by Australia’s politi-
cal and media elite only in the final
spasms of the Suharto dictatorship.

In 1998, the World Bank’s
“model pupil” finally collapsed
beneath the weight of its corrup-
tion after short-term capital fled
Indonesia, leaving 70 million people
in abject poverty.

Given the pressures on this
sprawling,  ethnically  complex
country, it is hardly surprising that
extreme groups have found fertile
ground, whatever their aims. To
lump them in with the “global ter-
ror” of al-Qaida serves to suppress,
once again, the part that rapacious
Western interests have played.

Today, largely unreported, the
Indonesian military, with the tacit
approval of the United States,
Britain and Australia, is terrorising
the populations of Aceh and West
Papua. Most of the “human rights
violations” in these provinces - the
euphemism for state terrorism - have
been part and parcel of “protecting”
the American Exxon oil holdings in
Aceh as well as the vast Freeport
copper and gold mines and BP hold-
ings in West Papua.

Those who need a link between
the march of multinational capital and
state terrorism need look no further.

One of the sacred taboos for
Western journalists and broadcast-
ers is the terrorism of their own gov-
ernments. Only when they recognise
this and its pivotal role in the fate of
much of humanity will they be able
to report honestly the lesser terror-
ism of non-state groups.

Research by Edward Herman and
Gerry O’Sullivan covering the period

since 1965 points to the killing of
several thousand people by non-state
terrorists, such as al-Qaida, com-
pared with 2.5 million civilians killed
by state-sponsored terrorism.

These include the violence of
the South African apartheid regime,
the Suharto regime in Indonesia, the
“Contras” in Nicaragua and other
American-backed terrorist states.
This is a conservative figure, for it
predates the deaths caused by the
Anglo-American-driven  sanctions
against civilians in Iraq.

As Neil Sammonds has pointed
out: “When US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright said in May 1996
that the killing of half a million Iraqi
children was “a price worth paying”
to keep pressure on Baghdad, she
was acting well within any reason-
able definition of terrorism.”

Those who committed the dis-
gusting mass murder in Bali need to
be caught and their organisation bro-
ken. But this is unlikely to happen
while state terrorism is in the ascen-
dancy, and goes unacknowledged as
the most virulent menace of all - and
as, in many cases, the root of non-
state atrocities.

A piratical assault on Iraq will be
an act of terrorism by state extrem-
ists in Washington. It will also be the
catalyst for years of recruitment of
those willing to murder westerners
in skyscrapers and nightclubs.

St Augustine tells the story of
a conversation between Alexander
the Great and a pirate he captured.
“How dare you molest the seas?”,
asks Alexander. “How dare you
molest the whole world?”, the pirate
replies. “Because I do it with a little
ship only, I am called a thief. You,
doing it with a great navy, are called
an emperor.” &
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