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WHO IS BEHIND 
BALI ATROCITY?

The total lack of evidence at 
this stage did not stop the Govern-
ment and the mass media pointing 
the finger at Islamic fundamental-
ists as the culprits and calling for 
the arrest in Indonesia of Abu 
Bakar Bashir, spiritual leader of 
Jemaah Islamiyah.

No organisation has claimed 
responsibility for the Bali bomb-
ing. 

The Bali atrocity has been 
used by the Australian, British 
and American governments to put 
heavy pressure on the Indonesian 
government to arrest Bashir and 
to join America’s bogus “war on 
terrorism”. 

Having failed to pass on to 
Australians in Indonesia the warn-
ings that came from American 
sources of a possible bomb out-
rage, Government leaders have 
now swung to the other extreme. 
The government is now telling 
all Australians to leave Indonesia 
based this time on very vague and 
non-specific warnings. Similar 
advice is being given to American 
and British citizens by their gov-
ernments.

However, this advice, if tour-
ists and others working in Indone-
sia follow it, will have the effect 
of putting substantial pressure 
on the Indonesian economy that 
relies heavily on tourism. This 
is the intended effect and has the 
added bonus of reinforcing the 
fear factor.

Undemocratic laws
The outside pressure and in-

terference has already forced the 
Indonesian Government to impose 
by decree so-called anti-terrorist 
laws that move the country back 
towards the undemocratic state of 
affairs that existed at the time of 
the Suharto military dictatorship.

The Indonesian government 
is now destroying the democratic 
rights that were won by the demo-
cratic revolution that overthrew 
the Suharto dictatorship.

These laws provide for the 
detention of citizens for up to six 
months without charge and for the 
death penalty for anyone found 
guilty of committing a terrorist 
act.

They can, and will be used 
against those in Indonesia who 
disagree with the policies of the 
Indonesian rulers, against trade 
unions and civil rights activists 
while allowing the foreign inves-
tors and local exploiters to make 
huge profits from cheap Indone-
sian labour.

The Australian Government 
was very slow to give help to the 
stricken people in Bali, but, on the 
other hand, Prime Minister How-
ard was quick to again declare 
that the fight against terrorism is 
global. His statement is meant to 
assure his American patrons and 
is aimed at justifying Australian 
involvement in a war against Iraq 
and any other country that the 
warmongering Bush administra-
tion invades in the future.

It is time to recall some 
main events.

The destruction of the World 
Trade Centre (WTC) on Septem-
ber 11 last year has been used to 
launch the “war against terrorism”. 
It was used as the excuse to invade 
and occupy Afghanistan although 
not even one of those alleged to 
have flown the planes used in that 
attack came from Afghanistan.

At the time of the civilian 
planes being hijacked the normal 
alert mechanisms put in place to 
enable air force fighter planes to 
intercept hijacked aircraft were 
not triggered. Why?

George Bush was on a public 
relations visit to an infants’ school 
when informed of the attacks on 
the two WTC towers. But instead 
of attending to his duties as Presi-
dent of the US and Commander-
in-Chief of the armed forces he 
merely continued the PR program 
with the children. Why?

The Bush family and the bin 
Laden family are long time busi-
ness associates. With Afghanistan 
crawling with US troops, and FBI 
and CIA agents, why has Osama 
bin Laden not been located and ar-
rested and why has the huge media 
campaign for his arrest or killing 
been dropped?

The WTC bombing also swept 
away the big anti-Bush move-
ment in the US that was gathering 
strength before September 11. 
This movement was generated by 
the anger of many people over the 
ballot rigging which allowed Bush 
to steal the election and put him-
self in the White House.

Another recent event was the 
attack on the French oil tanker 

off the coast of Yemen. Why 
should Islamic terrorists attack 
a French oil tanker when France 
was in the lead of those nations 
opposing the American demand 
for war? Was the bombing of 
the oil tanker an attempt to force 
a change in the policy of the 
French government?

The Bali bombing can also be 
seen as having objectives in addi-
tion to that of putting pressure on 
Indonesia.

The US is concerned at the 
majority opposition in Australia 
to war against Iraq. The US Em-
bassy in Canberra even sent its 
representatives to interview the 
candidates running in the Cun-
ningham by-election last week 
in NSW, so concerned are they 
that public opposition to war 
will weaken the resolve of the 
Howard Government to support 

the intended US aggression. (See 
story page 3).

A longer-term objective is to 
force the Indonesian government 
to agree to the stationing of US 
troops in Indonesia as has already 
happened to the Philippines.

The “war against terrorism” 
requires a steady flow of scare 
warnings and also alleged “terror-
ist acts”. More such events can be 
expected with the inevitable loss 
of many innocent lives.

They will be used to imple-
ment plans to occupy other 
countries, establish military bases 
and install governments that will 
comply with the demands of those 
whose ultimate aim is the domina-
tion of the world. 

World events always follow a 
pattern and it is necessary to ask 
— who has the motive and who 
gains from such events?.  J

Faced with strong criticism of the response to the Bali 
bombing by Prime Minister Howard and Foreign Minis-
ter Downer, the government has sent forensic police and 
an unspecified number of ASIO agents to Indonesia, to 
identify the victims and to find evidence as to who might 
have committed this terrorist act. Many American and 
British agents have joined them.

Howard’s 
statements aim 
to justify war 
against Iraq

Cunningham by-election results
 -page 3
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PRESS FUND
In order to justify a war on Iraq, and Australia’s part in it, John Howard 
and Colin Powell have tried strenuously to connect the fundamentalist 
group Al Quaida with the Bali bombings, and with the Iraqi govern-
ment. However, in response to Archbishop Peter Carnley’s claim that 
the bombings were a direct result of the Howard Government’s subser-
vience to US interests, foreign Minister Downer immediately declared 
that there was no direct evidence to link the bombings with Al Quaida! 
It’s called having a bet each way. We hope that you, dear reader, will 
never detect such duplicity in The Guardian, and that if you do you’ll 
let us know straight away. Our thanks for their generous contributions 
go to the following supporters this week:
T Bartlett $100, G Bussellmann $30, W Irving $5, I Macaulay $10.
This week’s total $145. Progressive total: $9425.
Our thanks also go to Norma Shepherd, for her contribution to the 
2002 Guardian Appeal.

They also grieve
The death and destruction in Bali has brought forth 

justifiable outpourings of  grief  that have followed the ter-
rible loss of  life. It is to the enormous credit of  the people 
who have lost relatives and friends, and Australian society 
as a whole, that people have generally not been deceived by 
the racist and religious stirrings that have come in torrents 
from the mass media and Government leaders. 

However, the event must be put in perspective if  those 
who are using it for nefarious warmongering ends are to be 
prevented from having their way.

When the Sievx sank off  the coast of  Indonesia, 353 
men, women and children were drowned. The boat was car-
rying refugees on their way to Christmas Island and, in pur-
suit of  the Government’s inhumane refugee policy had to be 
stopped. The Senate is holding an inquiry into the event and 
there is a suggestion that Australian agents may have actu-
ally sabotaged the boat prior to its departure.

Although John Howard called upon Australians to “wrap 
our arms – not only around our fellow Australians – but our 
arms around the people of  Indonesia”, this sentiment has not 
been extended to refugees or to the victims of  war in many 
other countries.

Thousands of  innocent civilians lost their lives during 
the US bombing of  Afghanistan. They also have friends 
and relatives – young children, beautiful young adults in the 
prime of  their lives – snuffed out by a missile fired from a US 
or British warplane.

Loss of  life caused by a bomb hidden in a motor vehicle 
causes no more or less suffering than bombs dropped from 
on high.

Then there was the 70-day bombardment of  Yugoslavia 
that killed many civilians. Have we forgotten the bomb-
ing of  the motor vehicles carrying refugees from Kosovo? 
Those killed were all civilians.

Almost every day for the last 10 years, British and Ameri-
can planes have been dropping bombs on Iraq. Overwhelm-
ingly the casualties have been civilians. Then there are the 
sanctions. Up to a million Iraqi children are estimated to 
have lost their lives because medicine and food have not 
been allowed into the country. Australian naval forces at the 
command of  the Government have been directly involved in 
rigorously imposing this barbarous blockade. 

Those who suffered injuries or lost their lives had families, 
children, wives and husbands. They also played sport, sang 
and danced, were teachers or farmers. They also grieve. 

Is it any wonder that millions of  people are resentful to-
wards those who are systematically imposing such conditions 
and whose actions have resulted in massive loss of  life?

Currently the Israeli army is killing Palestinians every 
day of  the week in what is a David and Goliath conflict. A 
recent report says that about 80 percent of  the nearly 2000 
Palestinians killed have been children. Thus, we have the 
violent and bloody response from Palestinians resisters who 
resort to using their bodies as weapons against the might of  
the occupying Israeli military. So more innocents die.

When American forces invaded Panama in 1989 to main-
tain American control of  the Panama Canal, 5000 people 
were killed and 3000 were wounded.

The Australian Government of  the day did not protest 
because the US is our “ally” and, presumably, can do as 
it likes in disregard of  international law. The invasion of  
Panama was a breach of  the United Nations Charter and a 
unilateral act of  aggression.

It is to be hoped that the tragedy of  Bali will help the Aus-
tralian people to understand that war is the real terrorist threat 
to the world. 

Wars imposed on other countries, the loss of  life, the 
imposition of  colonial governments, the poverty, unemploy-
ment and homelessness resulting from the policies of  the 
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. These are 
the real causes of  the frustration, hopelessness and anger that 
fuels the desperation of  some to commit futile acts of  retribu-
tion that have such tragic outcomes.

by Peter Mac

While the majority of doc-
tors supported bulk-billing when 
Medicare was introduced and still 
do, those who continue to bulk-bill 
for their patients have been steadily 
declining.(see story page 12) This is 
a direct result of the failure of the 
Howard Government to provide 
extra funding for Medicare standard 
fees to allow for inflation and the 
increased costs facing doctors. 

The extra load this has placed 
on medical practices has been exac-
erbated by the collapse of insurance 
companies, resulting in a huge rise 
in the cost of medical indemnity 
insurance. The Government has 
left them with no alternative than to 
charge their patients for an amount 
over and above what they recoup 
through Medicare.

According to Tim Woodruff, 
National President of the Doctors’ 
Reform Society, the nation’s sick-
est patients are spending on average 
$750 more per annum on medical 
treatment. “Patients are putting off 
seeing their doctor because of costs, 
and ending up sicker and going to 
the overcrowded public hospital 
emergency departments…”, he said.

AMA President Karryn Phelps 
stated, “Unless the government acts 
to address the inadequacy, it won’t 
be long before bulk-billing GPs in 
Australia are extinct.”

In reply, Federal Health Minister 
Kay Paterson claimed that the num-
ber of specialists who bulk-bill has 
risen. This is, however, a desper-
ate red herring as specialists who 
bulk-bill comprise a small propor-
tion of the total number of doctors. 
The Minister acknowledged that the 
overall number of doctors who do 
not bulk bill is now over 25 percent 
of the total.

The latest rise of 0.7 percent in 
non-bulk-billing practices means 
that some 2.5 million more patient 
calls to doctors in a 12 month period 
will now not be able to access bulk-
billing. 

The situation is particularly 
acute in the country. In many towns 
there is no bulk-billing medical 
practice, and in some towns there is 
no medical practice at all, resulting 
particularly from the crisis in medi-
cal insurance.

Dr Woodruff commented: “…in 
the country [people are] simply not 
going because the doctors have left. 
That means patients are not getting 
treated properly, or [are] simply not 
going for treatment. Many will suf-
fer. Some will die.”

To make a living some medical 
practices may be tempted to favour 
“quick turnover” consultations, such 
as those for recurring asthma and 
diabetes, rather than to drop out of 
the bulk-billing system altogether.

The general insurance crisis 
in Australia has been reflected in 
medical insurance costs which, for 
some practitioners, have risen 400 
percent.

Melbourne’s Footscray West 
Medical Clinic, which opened last 
year with the specific purpose of 
providing a bulk-billing service for 
local residents, may have to alter 

its policy because the shortfall in 
Medicare rebates and the rise in 
insurance premiums are making 
the practice economically unviable. 
The clinic is considering limiting 
Medicare billing to students, pen-
sioners and healthcare cardholders, 

for week day attendance only.
Governments are considering 

several steps to deal with the insur-
ance crisis. They include subsidis-
ing premiums for high-risk medi-
cal practices, reimbursing medical 
defence businesses for 50 percent of 
claim payouts greater than $2 mil-
lion, and imposing a special levy on 
half of Australia’s doctors, to pay for 
medical insurer UMP’s shortfall of 
$390 million. 

In short, governments want 
to subsidise the medical insur-
ance industry. Further support 
for Medicare is, apparently, out 
of the question for the Howard 
Government.

Pharmaceutical benefits
The Government has also failed 

to provide adequate funding for 
public hospitals, and interfered 
with the independent running of the 
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme 
(PBS), the operating costs of which 
have increased substantially since 
the enforced replacement of most of 
the PBS Board. 

Some of the new Board mem-
bers appear to be far more sympa-
thetic to the pharmaceutical compa-
nies than their predecessors, when it 
comes to determining what drug is 
to be put on the PBS list. 

One of the Howard Government’s 
key responses to the developing phar-
maceutical crisis is to propose legis-
lation to increase the “co-payment” 
(i.e. the amount that consumers must 

pay for subsidised pharmaceuticals). 
Concession cardholders and pension-
ers must now pay $4.60, a 28 percent 
increase, for PBS listed medicines. 
Others will pay $28.60, a 20 percent 
increase. 

Although not originally intended 
to do so, the PBS is of benefit to 
pharmaceutical companies as well 
as to patients. It broadens the con-
sumer base to include those who 
previously could not afford the 
medication and would have either 
sought alternative medication or 
simply gone without. As a result the 
pharmaceutical firms sell more of 
the subsidised medications.

The PBS was established to make 
available to the public at reasonable 
cost crucial pharmaceutical products 
needed to deal with life-threatening 
or painful diseases. However, under 
pressure from the drug companies, 
the PBS list of subsidised products 
has now been expanded to include 
drugs that can scarcely be included 
in this category.

As a result, the cost of fund-
ing the PBS has risen substantially. 
Although this situation was a result 
of opening the floodgates to the drug 
companies, the government now 
wants to relieve the financial pres-
sure on the PBS by making patients 
pay more

The Government’s previous 
attempt to introduce these savage 
increases was blocked in the Senate. 
Significantly, the Government has 
now decided to reintroduce the leg-
islation. It has already held talks on 
the issue with former Democrats 
leader Meg Lees, of GST infamy, 
and is believed to have also dis-
cussed the issue with other right-
wing rebel Democrat senators.

Treasure Peter Costello stated 
recently that if the rising cost of PBS 
was not reined in, the system would 
“break” and “we will not be able to 
make available to Australians the 
kind of pharmaceuticals they want.”

However, the Treasurer’s state-
ments on PBS, which he describes 
as “the fastest-growing area of gov-
ernment expenditure”, is deceptive. 
PBS is of enormous benefits to the 
Australian people, and its cost pales 
into insignificance compared to 
Government’s blank cheque for mil-
itary expenditure. This is particularly 
so in view of the extra amount now 
needed to fund the Government’s 
role as sidekick to US overseas mili-
tary operations, an expenditure of no 
public benefit.  J

Public health:
The prognosis isn’t good
The Medicare system is in trouble and, with Dr Howard and 
his privatisation practitioners in charge, the outlook for public 
health isn’t good at all. Having failed to adequately fund Medi-
care, the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS) and the public 
hospital system, the Federal Government is proposing to adopt 
policies that will make patients pay. Their major objective is the 
destruction of Medicare.

“It wont be long 
before bulk-

billing GPs are 
extinct”
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by Janice Hamilton

The result represents a 6 percent 
swing in primary votes against Labor.

The ALP’s Sharon Bird won 
38.16 percent of the primary vote 
followed by Michael Organ 22.96 
percent, independent Liberal Party 
David Moulds 13.74 percent and 
union backed independent Peter 
Wilson 10.53 percent. 

Mr Organ pulled ahead of the 
ALP candidate as preferences were 
distributed. Most other candidates 
gave him a preference higher than 
that given to Labor. The ALP also 
attempted a last minute despera-
tion preference strategy that lead 
to a high Labor informal vote. The 
Cunningham seat had been held by 
the Labor Party for over 53 years.

The decline in Labor’s primary 
vote came on top of a 7.5 per cent 
swing against the former Member 
for Cunningham Stephen Martin, 
at last November’s federal election. 
His sudden resignation forced the 
by-election.

The result has implications for 
the NSW State election to be held 
next March. The marginal seat of 
Keira and the former marginal seat 
of Wollongong cover the same areas 
as the federal seat of Cunningham.

Australian Greens leader, 
Senator Bob Brown, at victory cel-
ebrations last Saturday night gave 
credit to independent union candi-
date Peter Wilson whose preferences 
were essential to the Green’s victory. 
Senator Brown said the result was a 
“victory for local issues”.

Local issues
Those issues included the mas-

sive housing development which 
is underway at Sandon Point, lack 
of quality public transport, lack 
of funding for public schools and 
the University of Wollongong, the 
forced abandonment of bulk-bill-
ing by doctors in the electorate and 
the call for the creation of environ-
mentally sustainable employment 
opportunities.

Senator Brown also said the 
result was a “stinging rebuff for 
John Howard’s support for a war on 
Iraq”, with voters openly expressing 
their disapproval on their way to the 
ballot box.

Voters also voiced their concern 
that only two of the thirteen candi-
dates -- Mr Organ and Mr Wilson 
– lived in the electorate.

Mr Organ said the biggest chal-
lenge facing him during the next 
two and a half years was to show the 
people of Cunningham and the rest 
of Australia that the Greens were 
more than just a single-issue party.

He would immediately begin 
holding meetings with community 
groups and local and federal govern-
ment departments on a wide range 
of local concerns. The creation of 
worthwhile jobs for the people of 
Cunningham would be his first pri-
ority, said Mr Organ.

Commenting on the result, ALP 
leader, Simon Crean, remarked that 
the Labor Party “couldn’t get prefer-
ences because there was no Liberal 
candidate”.  J

He pointed out that under the 
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic 
Relations, states may have their dip-
lomats gather information in other 
countries. They also have a duty not 
to interfere in the internal affairs of 
that State.

Bob Brown asked: “Did the US 
Embassy or anyone from the Bush 
administration contact the govern-
ment before their representatives 
went to Wollongong to question 
candidates in the Cunningham by-
election about issues such as the 
impending war in Iraq? Did the 
government respond? Is this not a 
breach of that Vienna Convention? 
Does the government recollect any 
similar incursions into Australian 
domestic affairs in the past?

Senator Hill admitted that the 
US Embassy was sending three offi-
cials to Wollongong to talk to can-
didates and others to gauge public 
sentiment and was sending back 
information to the US. Senator Hill 
said that it “does not seem to be any 
issue of interference”. In reply to 
the question as to whether the gov-
ernment had been contacted by the 
US Embassy to gain permission to 
visit Wollongong for this purpose he 
said: “I do not know but I would not 
have thought so”.

Senator Hill also remarked that, 
“I am not sure they would learn 
much from a Greens candidate.”

Senator Brown then tabled a 
motion that said in part:

“That the Senate take note of 
the answer given by the Minister 
for Defence (Senator Hill) In his 
answer, Senator Hill told the cham-
ber that, as far as he knew, the gov-
ernment had not been approached 

by the US Embassy before its repre-
sentatives went to the Cunningham 
region in Wollongong to quiz candi-
dates for Saturday’s by-election. 

“This is an historic change in 
diplomatic courtesies in this country. 
Never before, so far as I know, has 
any country, hostile or friendly, ever 
intervened in a domestic election in 
this fashion. The question immedi-
ately arises: why did representatives 
of the Bush administration not have 
the courtesy of contacting the gov-
ernment before they went to ques-
tion candidates? Why, indeed, did 
they not come just across the road to 
Parliament House to speak to repre-
sentatives of the Labor Party or the 
Australian Greens to ascertain pol-
icy on such matters as terrorism and 
the impending war on Iraq?

“Instead of that, they have had 
the discourtesy to go straight to the 
Cunningham electorate and ask to 
quiz the candidates – at least the lead-
ing candidates – in these matters.

“I will be there with candidate 
Michael Organ from the Greens 
tomorrow to talk with the American 
representatives, and I will cer-
tainly have a few questions to ask 
them while we are at it. But you 
have to ask: why are they there, in 
this unprecedented incursion into 
domestic politics in our country? 

“They are there, I believe, to 
influence the candidates, if not to 
influence the electorate. This is not 
good diplomatic practice. I think it 
will backfire. 

 “I have in mind the headline in 
the Sydney Morning Herald of a few 
weeks ago, following a statement by 
President Bush, entitled ‘Bush: how 
I’ll rule the world’”.  J

Important victory for progressive policies
in Cunningham by-election

In a history making success for progressive policies and a defeat for 
the major parties and rightwing policies, Australian Greens Candidate 
Michael Organ has been elected as his Party’s first member of the House 
of Representatives in the Cunningham by-election held last weekend.

Michael Organ and Greens Leader Bob Brown lay a wreath for 
the victums of the Bali bombing

US interferes in 
Aust politics
Greens leader, Bob Brown, asked questions in Federal Parlia-
ment last week concerning the quizzing of candidates in the Cun-
ningham by-election by US diplomatic staff.

Dr Sue Wareham MAPW 
President says, “The government 
knows it and accepts the risk so 
that we can take part in an unjust 
US war.

“While our Prime Minister Mr 
Howard accurately described the 
Bali attacks as wicked and cow-
ardly, he seems to imagine that lob-
bing missiles from afar on Afghan 
and Iraqi cities is brave and morally 
uplifting. The people of Afghanistan 
and Iraq bleed, burn and feel pain as 
do other people. Either the infliction 

of such suffering on innocent people 
is barbaric or it is not, and if it’s bar-
baric then Australians want no part 
in it.”

If Western governments are not 
prepared to break the cycle of vio-
lence, why should we be surprised 
that terrorists will not do so contin-
ued the statement?

Australians were told that the 
bombing of Afghanistan was needed 
to eradicate terrorism.  It clearly 
did not (and could not) achieve that 
aim.  War on Iraq will be no more 

successful in reducing terrorism or 
acts of grotesque violence. It will 
increase such acts.

A very significant event took 
place in Australia over a recent 
weekend also, overshadowed by the 
tragedy on our doorstep. Forty thou-
sand people marched in Melbourne 
to urge an end to the violence and 
protest against an attack on Iraq.

We mourn the loss of all those 
who died in Bali. We have already 
lost too many Australians in this war 
of terror. There must be no more.

To contact MAPW,
Dr Sue Wareham

(w) 02 6241 6161 (h) 02 6259 6062 
or Giji Gya 0413 594 717

Email: mapw@mapw.org.au 
Website: www.mapw.org.au   J

End the Cycle of Violence, say doctors
A press release from the Medical Association for Prevention of 
War (Australia), says it is appalled at the death and suffering 
inflicted on Indonesians, Australians and others in Bali and that 
current Australian government policy puts us at risk of further 
such attacks.

The UN ambassadors from 
these countries supported the 
return of weapons inspectors as 
the “first step”. They warned that 
a war against Iraq would add to the 
suffering of the Iraqi people, could 
engulf the whole of the Middle 
East in a wider conflict and would 
have dire consequences on global 
stability and the world economy.

“This war is useless because its 
motives are not well-founded”, said 
the UN Ambassador from Tunisia.

South Africa’s representative, 
whose country heads the Non-
Aligned Movement embracing 115 
countries said, “The overwhelming 
majority supported our position: 
Let the inspectors go back. Let Iraq 
live up to its responsibility”.

The enlarged Security Council 
meeting was held at the behest of 
the Non-Aligned Movement.

Even Kuwait’s representative 
whose country was invaded by Iraq 

in 1990, refused to back military 
action against Iraq.

Iraq’s Ambassador said that 
Iraq would cooperate with inspec-
tors “in every possible way”. He 
said that the adoption of a new 
resolution as demanded by the US 
would serve as “a pretext to cover 
aggression against Iraq.”

The US aim he said is “colonising 
our country and imposing American 
domination on our oil as a first step 
towards imposing American colo-
nialism in the region as a whole, con-
trolling its oil and allowing Israel to 
continue its war of genocide against 
the Palestinian people.”

The only countries to support 
the US were Britain, Australia, 
Canada and New Zealand but even 
these countries stopped short of 
supporting a resolution to include a 
green light for military action.

The opposition to an American 
invasion of Iraq has been led by 

France which proposes a two 
stage resolution with a second 
resolution only giving consid-
eration to force in the event the 
weapons inspectors fail to achieve 
Iraqi compliance.

Russia and China also sup-
port the French position. All 
three countries have the power 
to veto a UN Security Council 
resolution.

The 15 members of the UN 
Security Council are still nego-
tiating over a final resolution 
but what has been shown by the 
debate is that only those nations 
which make up the Anglo Club 
are pushing for an invasion and 
war.

Following the overwhelm-
ing opposition to an American 
invasion of Iraq expressed at 
the enlarged meeting of the UN 
Security Council and the massive 
demonstrations on the streets of 
cities around the world, it appears 
that the US is beginning to mod-
ify its position. 

A UN Security Council reso-
lution may be finalised soon.  J

At an enlarged meeting of the UN Security Council last week 
speaker after speaker from Asia, the Middle East, Europe, Africa 
and Latin America told the US and its very few supporters that 
war against Iraq was not acceptable or justified.

World nations reject US war
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Andrew  Jackson
The Youth Allowance, a 

Centrelink payment that is meant 
to assist young people into employ-
ment, training or education, is 
instead “providing little more than 
pocket money and forcing young 
people into a spiralling cycle of 
debt” according to the President 
of the Welfare Rights Network, 
Michael Raper.

The Network’s report, Runaway 
youth debt – no allowance for youth 
was released to coincide with the 
United Nations Anti-poverty Day. 

The problem begins because 
Youth Allowance payments, at 
between $83 and $150 a week, are 
woefully inadequate. As a result, 

large numbers of people on Youth 
Allowance are forced to borrow 
from Centrelink in the form of an 
advance payment of up to $500.

Repayments are then deducted 
from their Youth Allowance at the 
rate of $20 per week.

A further 135,000 people on 
Youth Allowance (36 percent) have a 
debt to Centrelink for other reasons.

This is a striking indictment of 
the subsistence level of the Youth 
Allowance. 

The highest incidence of debt 
occurs in the 18 to 20 year old 
Independent Youth Allowance group 
(43 percent of whom are homeless) 
where the rate of Centrelink debt is 
68 percent! The next highest debt 

incidence is in the under 18 year old 
Independent group (81 percent of 
whom are homeless) where the rate 
of Centrelink debt is 57 percent. 

“A system that produces such 
high rates of debilitating debt among 
our most vulnerable homeless youth 
is seriously flawed and needs an 
urgent overhaul”, said Mr Raper.

These problems are further com-
pounded by very high Centrelink 
breach rates. Harsh breach penal-
ties further reduce weekly payments 
by a minimum of $24 per week. 
Payments may be cancelled alto-
gether for eight weeks.

Any of these debts could lead to 
the maximum weekly repayment for 
a homeless person of $37 a week or 
$5.28 per day!

As a final cruel blow, the NSW 
State Government then rescinds 
the transport concession cards of 
unemployed people because they 

are not receiving the “full rate” of 
benefits.

How can they survive, pay rent, 
buy food, books, a bus ticket or 
dress for an interview?

“Many of the young people who 
are landed with such massive debts 
are homeless because of family dys-
function – often due to alcohol, gam-
bling, drugs and/or violence. The 
system should be providing a hand 
up not a put down.” Mr Raper said

The blame for this national dis-
grace can only be laid directly at 

the feet of the Federal Government. 
The cruel Social Security reforms 
of the last six years, coupled with 
massive funding cuts for education 
and training is consigning a gener-
ation of young Australians to the 
economic wasteland.

The Welfare Rights Network 
has called for an immediate 
inquiry into the Youth Allowance 
and the massive levels of debt 
imposed by Centrelink on young 
people, especially homeless 
young people.  J

AUSTRALIA

Youth debt a disgrace
An alarming 62 per cent of young homeless people are in debt 
to Centrelink it has been revealed by new research. This horrific 
statistic is among many that point to a serious debt crisis facing 
young people across Australia.

The Electrical Trade Union said the Labor Party is lied in its 
Cunningham by-election campaign with claims that 10,000 
jobs would be lost through cuts to greenhouse emissions. 
The Union’s Victorian Secretary, Dean Mighell, said the 
people of Cunningham – on the NSW south coast – would 
have the opportunity of creating new jobs in the manufac-
ture of renewable technology, an industry waiting to take 
off in Australia. “Unions know that the whole world is mak-
ing the transition to new greenhouse-friendly industries 
which will create jobs to replace those inevitably lost in the 
old polluting industries”. Mr Mighell said it was important to 
remember that “the major parties’ globalisation policies of 
deregulation and privatisation have led ultimately to tens 
of thousands of workers losing their jobs around Australia.”

On Thursday, October 24, Victorian unions will rally against the 
Cole Royal Commission’s attack on construction unions. The 
Victorian Trades Hall Council has called on all unions to join the 
protest following charges of contempt brought by the Commis-
sion against the Secretary of the Construction Division of the 
CFMEU, Martin Kingham. Mr Kingham has refused to give the 
Commission a document containing the names, addresses and 
phone numbers of union members. He faces up to six months 
jail. “We urge all union members to take a stand in support 
of basic trade union rights”, said Trades Hall Secretary Leigh 
Hubbard. “The Howard Government has targeted the CFMEU 
because they represent the strength of militant unionism.”

LABOUR NOTES

The young are being forced into a cycle of debt

by Peter Mac
This followed an earlier gov-

ernment decision not to close 
schools in the inner city suburbs of 
Marrickville and Dulwich Hill.

Kathy Prokhovnik, vice-presi-
dent of Hunters Hill High School’s 
Parents and Citizens Association 
(P&C) said the campaign to save the 
school had involved “constant meet-
ings, phone calls, three major sub-
missions to the ‘Building the Future’ 
consultation process, the Schools 
Closure Review Committee, and 
the Upper House inquiry into the 
closure of inner city schools, and a 
seemingly endless string of asser-
tions and statements to research and 
disseminate.”

The State Government’s decision to 
retain this school appears to anticipate 
a damning State Ombudsman’s report 
regarding inadequate Government dis-
closure of information.

After initially requesting infor-
mation about the plan, the P&C 
Association was told no documents 
were available.

Ms Prokhovnik commented: “No 
documents generated in making a 
decision of such mammoth impor-
tance? Wiping out a co-educational 

high school and leaving an entire 
electorate served by one single-sex 
secondary school – and no meet-
ings were held, no minutes kept, no 
research done, no briefing papers?” 
The Ombudsman subsequently dis-
covered hundreds of documents and 
evidence of 39 meetings. 

Like their Hunters Hill counter-
parts, the Erskineville P&C battled 
an obstinate bureaucracy, and finally 
resorted to freedom of information pro-
cesses to access crucial documents.

The school’s enrolments rose by 
20 percent from 1996 to 2001. The 
Government’s decision to close the 
school resulted in a fall of enrolments 
from 65 to 29, but this only spurred 
the P&C to greater action. The pres-
ident of Erskineville P&C, Jeni 
Mulvaney, later described the closure 
process as “completely shoddy”.

Unsavoury reputation
Although welcome, the NSW 

Carr Government’s backflip over the 
three Sydney high school sites has 
done relatively little to eliminate the 
Government’s unsavoury reputation 
for selling off state-owned sites, partic-
ularly those of high real estate value. 

Since gaining office the Carr 
Government has sold off the Dover 
Heights and Seaforth Technical 
Colleges. Despite enormous pub-
lic opposition, it still intends to 
long-term lease Sydney’s historic 
Quarantine Station to a private hotel 
chain, and to dispose of or lease 
many other prime government-
owned sites.

Can the Labor leopard change its 
right-wing spots?

While bemoaning its loss in last 
weekend’s Cunningham by-elec-
tion, the Labor Party at federal level 
vowed only to “deal with the percep-
tion” that the electorate was being 
taken for granted. 

At a State level, the Labor 
Minister for Education appeared 
crestfallen when announcing the 
Government’s backflip over the 
Hunters Hill and Erskineville 
schools. However, the Government 
shows no signs of reversing its deci-
sion to close several other schools. 
Maroubra High School. Redfern and 
several other schools in the area are 
still up for amalgamation.

It appears that the Gover-
nment’s about-face has more to do 
with winning the State elections 
in five months time than with any 
“road to Damascus” conversion 
to a principled position on public 
education.  J

A great win for Sydney schools
Last week, students, teachers, parents and supporters 
rejoiced on hearing that Sydney’s Hunters Hill High School 
and Erskineville Public School were to remain open.

Andrew  Jackson
However, the actual situation 

could be even worse. The tighten-
ing of eligibility for all but the very 
disadvantaged means that the length 
of the wait has meant many people 
in genuine housing need have given 
up in frustration. If these people are 
included the public and community 
housing backlog is even longer.

Key findings of ACOSS 
include:

•Almost 90,000 low income 
Australians in the private rental 
market are paying more than 50 per-
cent of their income in rent. This 
includes older people on a pension, 
people with a disability, sole par-

ents, unemployed people and their 
families. All are suffering severe 
housing stress despite receiving the 
maximum Rent Assistance from the 
Government.

•A decline of more than a quar-
ter (28 percent) in real terms in 
Government investment (excluding 
GST compensation) over the ten years 
to 2002-03 is jeopardising the viabil-
ity of public and community housing. 

Chronic under-funding by the 
Federal Government has led State 
and Territory Housing Authorities 
to cannibalise their stock in order 
to fund maintenance costs. This 
is leaving low income Australians 
with fewer alternatives and is forc-

Public housing scandal : 70-year backlog
Official figures show that the national public housing waiting 
lists are currently at 221,313 – a reduction of only 15,000 appli-
cants since 1996. This has been revealed in a new report commis-
sioned by the Australian Council of Social Service(ACOSS). At 
that rate it will take more than 70 years to clear the backlog and 
meet new demand.

ing them into an increasingly unaf-
fordable private housing market. 

“The recent focus on home own-
ership has meant the rise in hous-
ing stress being experienced by 
low income Australians in the pri-
vate rental market has been virtually 
ignored.” said ACOSS President 
Andrew McCallum.

“Home ownership is simply 
not an option and never will be for 
many older people and those not 
in the workforce. For these and 
other low income and disadvan-
taged Australians, public and com-
munity housing provides a secure 
and affordable alternative to the 
high-cost and often unstable private 
rental market.”

“Public and community housing 
is especially important for women 

and children rebuilding their lives 
after escaping domestic violence 
and for people with disabilities who 
may have special requirements,” 
added Mr McCallum.

Shelter is a basic necessity of 
life, and the current crisis is another 
example of governments around 
Australia abandoning their respon-
sibilities. 

Public housing, public health 
and public education are fore-
most among the essential services 
being actively dismantled by gov-
ernments and delivered into the 
private sector.

The public then pays twice 
over for the services – firstly by 
paying premium market prices 
for the services, and then again by 
subsidising the profit-making cor-

porations through tax-breaks and 
corporate handouts.

Large scale government invest-
ment in the housing sector is essen-
tial.

When government-built low-
cost housing for rental and pur-
chase constitutes a significant 
portion of the market, landlords, 
property developers, construc-
tion companies and banks will 
be forced to reduce their massive 
profit margins.

It would help to bring an end to 
the scandalous and escalating cost 
of housing for low income working 
people, for pensioners and those with 
disabilities who, at present, are suffer-
ing and being systematically impov-
erished by the private housing rental 
and house purchase markets.  J
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by Marcus Browning
Asylum seekers from Central 

Asia and the Middle East have 
been demonised and locked away in 
prison camps, with the Government 
actually riding to a win in the last 
elections on the back of its racist 
slandering of refugees. 

Its Native Title legislation has 
effectively dispossessed Indigenous 
Australians.

It has encouraged a “dole 
bludger” mentality against the 
unemployed and other welfare recip-
ients. Its divide-and-conquer tactics 
have targeted the trade unions with 
anti-worker legislation to impose 
individual contracts and attack col-
lective bargaining. 

These laws provided the ammu-
nition for an attack on the Maritime 
Union and in the current attempt to 
bludgeon the construction unions 
via the kangaroo court known as 
the Royal Commission into the 
Building Industry.

Now Howard is banking on fear 
and division to pay dividends in 
the form of the public’s support for 
Australia’s full-blown involvement 
in US war plans. Exploiting the Bali 
bombings and backed by a substan-
tial mass media campaign – with the 
Murdoch press at the forefront – 
Howard is playing the role of unifier 
on a media-driven wave of national-
ism and xenophobia.

Columnists and talking heads 
have alighted on the terrible events 
in Bali like vultures to scavenge on 
the grief and trauma of the victims. 
Much of the reporting takes the form 
of high-minded, moralising opinion 
pieces and phoney greeting card pat-
ter that are opportunistic appeals to 
people’s genuine, heart-felt sympa-
thies.

The artifice of this push for war 
is wide-ranging, from flowery Mills 
and Boon prose to teeth-grinding 
invective.

To take just two examples. 
Here is Mike Gibson in the Daily 
Telegraph in Sydney, his smiling 
by-line photo next to a picture of the 
Coogee Dolphins football team, five 
members of which were killed in the 
Bali bombings. “The end of season 
footy trip. What images does it con-
jure up?” 

He conjures “Nightclubbing and 
hanging out late. Lazing around the 
pool. Chasing girls, a bit of skylark-
ing, the obligatory chugalug at the 
bar”.

For effect he knocks together 
light/dark scenarios peppered with 
hack journalism clichés: the “yarns 
that would be swapped for years to 
come”, become “horror stories”, 
and “videos of mates wearing silly 
hats as they yahoo in front of the 
camera” are replaced by “horror 
movies.”

There are also “tales of unspeak-
able terror”, “stark and bloodied 
images”, “appalling carnage” and 
“terrorism” attacking “the very heart 
of our society”. In a demonstration 
of the utter cynicism of the exercise, 
Gibson even reaches for the Anzac 
oath of remembrance with “Some 
will have never grown old.”

Teeth-grinding invective 
showed up in the hymn-to-every-
thing-Australian approach taken by 
the foreign editor of The Australian 
newspaper. Greg Sheridan is the 

head cheerleader in Australia of US 
world hegemony.

He says he loves Australia 
though. “The little things”, such as 
“the call of magpies in the morn-
ing” or “that special quality of light 
which our artists can never quite 
believe”. He’s “proud that our sol-
diers are always brave, proud that 
we win at cricket”, and “proud of the 
Sydney Opera House, Queensland’s 
beaches, Melbourne’s restaurants”.

But these things aren’t why he 
loves Australia: “I love it because, 
of all the nations on earth, it’s mine. 
I feel about it exactly as I feel about 
my family – of all the families in 
the world, God chose this one for 
me to be part of and look after. So 
too he chose this nation for me and I 
accepted his choice.”

Thus equating love of country 
with love of family, both can now be 
seen to be threatened by evil forces. 
“Just as we love Australia, the evil 
men who murdered our people 
and others in Bali, they surely hate 
Australia.” Why? “They hate us for 
our oddly persistent goodness.” 

But just who are “they”? 
According to Sheridan “they” 

hate us because “we like to go to the 
pub” , “because we go to the beach 
in a swimming costume”, “because 
we no longer hate homosexuals”, 
and “because we believe that peo-
ple of all religions, and none, and all 
races can live in peace and freedom 
in one society.”

Lest we should miss the sledge-
hammer point that this shopping list 
of insults is meant as an indictment 
of Islam, Sheridan tells us in the 
next paragraph that the bombings in 
Bali were carried out by “extremist, 
fundamentalist, Islamist terrorists”.

To note here that there is as yet 
no concrete evidence of who actu-
ally carried out the bombings is to 

miss the point; which is that God-
fearing Greg is wilfully whipping up 
religious hatred. Aren’t there laws in 
Australia against that?

Of course, Sheridan is turning 
one of the oldest tricks in the book: 
like the Prime Minister he preaches 
diversity and harmony while prac-
ticing division and acrimony. He 
and his fellow war promoters are 
trying to develop a certain fever 
pitch in the community as a prereq-
uisite for conflict. 

They have had to ratchet up the 
propaganda because things aren’t 
working out quite they way they 
intended.

People’s anger over the Bali 
attack is being levelled at the inac-
tion of the Howard Government, 
both before the attack, for not heed-
ing security warnings, and after for 
not acting swiftly enough to help the 
victims.

So as a mouthpiece for the inter-
ests of that little circle of billionaire 
corporate elites known as the ruling 
class, Sheridan has his work cut out 
for him. And since it is on behalf 
of their demands and their global 
ambitions that Gibson, Sheridan and 
co are making a case for death and 
destruction, a corrective based on 
class is called for.

That circle - now baying for 
blood and demanding that the 
Indonesian government “come 
on side” in the bogus war on ter-
ror - aided and abetted the ruthless 
Suharto dictatorship in Indonesia for 
more than three decades.

They actually backed the bloody 
coup (between 500,000 to one mil-
lion slaughtered) that brought him 
to power. During that long period 
they supported Indonesia’s murder-
ous occupation of East Timor, and 
the regime’s violent suppression of 
human rights inside Indonesia.

This was the same regime that 
set up the holiday resorts with their 
poverty-level wages, which in turn 
created the conditions for the pro-
liferation of prostitution, with its 
inherent violence, disease and deg-
radation of women forced to provide 
sex for the tourist industry.

Sheridan stands on the moral 
high ground of family and of “righ-
teous anger”, but if we were to 
look down from that exalted height 
we would see that it was his circle 
which reinforced an oligarchy, cor-
rupt and rotten to the core, that 
allowed for the creation of paedo-
phile networks in Indonesia oper-
ated by rich, middle-aged Australian 
businessmen.

Further, that that same circle has 
been behind companies closing their 
doors in Australia, throwing workers 
out on the street to move off-shore 
and exploit the super-cheap labour 
in Indonesia.

It is instructive that a headline 
for a story on the Bali bombings in 

the Daily Telegraph ran “Australia’s 
little piece of paradise lost”. On the 
sovereign territory of another coun-
try? This piece of the war propaganda 
campaign is to reinforce the line being 
promoted that “Bali is Australia’s 9/
11”, a reference to the attacks in the 
US in September last year.

There is only one parallel 
between that and the tragedy in 

Bali, and it is not an observation but 
a question: what was the extent of 
official complicity in the attacks and 
just how much information did the 
government have prior to them?

Will the mass media, with all its 
powers of investigation, means of 
research and international contacts, 
clear that up for us? Over to you, 
Mr Sheridan.  J

AUSTRALIA

Commercial talk-back radio head Alan Jones is the populist 
airwaves promoter of the feel-good Farmhand Foundation. 
His program is sponsored by Telstra whose chairman Bob 
Mansfield is also chairman of Farmhand. Happily for Jones 
(he of the cash-for-comment saga) the Australian Broadcast-
ing Authority doesn’t see any breach of radio broadcasting 
standards in the sponsorship deal. But behind the Farmhand 
glad-hand approach is an agenda to privatise Telstra’s remain-
ing publicly-owned 51 percent. Jones and his cash-for-com-
ment mate John Laws, who together command the biggest 
commercial radio audience in Australia, are now both spon-
sored by Telstra and they’ll be soothing listeners’ concerns 
about the sell off, smoothing the way for full privatisation.

The promoters of privatisation always point the accusing fin-
ger at the public sector’s monopoly in education, transport, 
communications, airlines etc. They claim it is an “unfair advan-
tage”, that “competition” is needed for improved services and 
lower costs. This is never borne out in practice as competition 
leads to corporate monopoly, sky-high prices and cost-cutting. 
That’s what’s happening to Victoria’s transport system with the 
biggest private operator in the privatised system, Yarra Trams, 
set to sell its tram operation to another private transport com-
pany, National Express, which got the major chunk of the trans-
port system when the former Kennett Government privatised 
it in 1999. So National Express will be the monopoly owner.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is the ANZ bank. The work-
ing poor – and their number is growing every day – are now 
officially the subject of church charities. Low income families 
who, because of the government’s restrictions have been ex-
cluded from access to welfare as a top up to make ends meet, 
are being encouraged to save in a scheme cooked up by the 
Brotherhood of St Laurence and the ANZ bank. The scheme 
would make some low income earners eligible for a $2 bonus 
for each $1 saved up to a prescribed amount. The money would 
have to be used for education purposes, but in some instances 
could also be used for any approved aim, such as a holiday. 
How … charitable of them, and good PR for the bank to boot.

Playing on fear and division
The Howard Government presides over a nation it has deliber-
ately set out to split and fracture since it came to office in 1996. 
Taking up the racist program of the fascistic One Nation party, 
John Howard has run on policies based on discrimination and the 
whipping up of fear and suspicion of other cultures and peoples. In 
this he has had almost unstinting support from the mass media.

Sydney
General Meeting

To discuss the Unionist-contrived crisis in the Irish peace process.
Wednesday, October 23 at 6 pm

Gaelic Club 64 Devonshire Street, Sydney
Labor MP Paul Lynch returns from Ireland and will report following 

meetings with Sinn Fein leaders.
&

Colombia 3 Benefit Night
Saturday, November 2

Doors open at ;7 pm.
Harp Hotel 900 Princess Highway, Tempe.

Music by Martin Doherty, Scallion and other guests
Tickets $15 and $10 concession

All proceeds towards the Colombia 3 Bring Them Home Campaign
Organised by Australian Aid for Ireland (NSW Branch)

Teeth-grinding 
invective showed 
up in the hymn-
to-everything-

Australian 
approach taken 
by the foreign 
editor of The 
Australian 

newspaper.
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Rebick: So what happened dur-
ing the coup, according to Chávez?

Harnecker: It is important to 
understand that this coup was over-
turned by a popular uprising. First 
we need a little context. The tradi-
tional rightwing parties had been 
marginalised in the political process 
during Chávez’s presidency. So the 
interests of these parties were repre-
sented directly by big business, and 
it was the interests of these corpo-
rations that were represented by the 
generals who led the coup.

Also, it’s important to under-
stand that there is a popular army in 
Venezuela. You can go from being 
a peasant to being a general. This 
is not the case in many other Latin 
American countries. Chávez himself 
rose from a poor background.

Although the grassroots of the 
army and the junior officers are 
Chávez supporters, many generals 
are against him. When the leaders of 
the coup went to the U.S. to discuss 
the situation and told the U.S.  gov-
ernment that they wanted Chávez 
out, they were very well received.  
This encouraged them.

Chávez had a plan in place in 
case of a coup, which they were 
expecting. The problem was that 
the plan involved one of the gener-
als who Chávez mistakenly thought 
was loyal. So when Chávez decided 
to activate the plan, he couldn’t. 
The original plan was to defend the 
Miraflores Palace [the government] 
against attack. If they couldn’t 
defend it, Chávez and his govern-
ment would move to a region where 
they had the support of the troops. 
The generals knew of these plans so 
they cut off all communication – no 
radio, no television, no telephone, 
no cellular.

One interesting story is that the 
couriers who ride motorcycles got 
organised after the coup to run mes-
sages between the palace and the 
poor neighbourhoods. They became 
quite politicised and are still active. 
If they hear a rumour that the right is 
mobilising, they organize en masse 
on their bikes and loudly ride to the 
palace. They are a fearsome sight.

Anyway, the generals threatened 
Chávez that if he refused to resign 
there would be a lot of bloodshed. 
Chávez is very sensitive about loss 
of life.

Rebick: But what we were told 
in our media was that troops loyal 
to Chávez were shooting people.

Harnecker: That is not true. 
The Mayor of the Metropolitana, the 
area around the Palace, is against 
Chávez. This mayor controls the 
police in that area so when the right 
organized a demonstration against 
Chávez, these police were pro-
tecting the demonstrators. Chávez 
forces were protecting the Palace. 
These anti-Chávez police attacked 
people that were surrounding the 
Palace to protect it. Some of them 

reacted and shot back. There were 
also snipers. Chávez says these snip-
ers were infiltrators and were shoot-
ing rightwing demonstrators to turn 
the people against Chávez.

The courts have now investi-
gated all this and found that most 
of the bullets came from the anti-
Chávez forces.

Rebick: So did Chávez resign 
or not?

Harnecker: Well, the generals 
told Chávez to resign or there would 
be a civil war. Chávez discussed this 
with his staff and decided to resign 
with the idea of returning to power 
as soon as possible.  However, he 
would only resign under certain 
conditions: that he be able to com-
municate with the people and pro-
tect the life of all people, and that he 
and his staff be able to go wherever 
they chose.

At first the generals accepted 
his conditions, so he told his min-
ister of defense, General Ricón, that 
he could announce his resignation. 
Ricón appeared on TV saying that 
Chávez had resigned.  However, 
the generals changed their minds 
and did not accept the conditions 
so Chávez did not resign, but all the 
media reported that he had.

It was a terrible moment for 
the people. There was a climate 
of depression. It was a terrible 
night. Chávez himself was sent to 
prison. He told me he was not killed 
because some of the soldiers in the 
prison protected him.

Rebick: So how did the people 
know he had not resigned?

Harnecker: During his impris-
onment, army lawyers came to see 
him to make sure he was being 
treated fairly. When he was answer-
ing the questions he explained that 
he had not resigned. This was in 
the report handed over to the Chief 
Justice. During a TV interview, the 
Chief Justice revealed that Chávez 
had not resigned after all. This was 
one day after the coup.

As soon as people heard this, 
they poured out of the barrios 
[slums].  More than 100,000 people 
marched from the poor neighbour-
hoods over to the military barracks 
to call on the soldiers to join them. 
The poor people and the soldiers, 
more than 200,000 strong, marched 
to the Miraflores Palace demand-
ing Chávez return to the govern-
ment. Not a shot was fired. Finally, 
Chávez forces inside the army 
recovered some strategic areas and 
began to control the situation. They 
sent a helicopter to get Chávez and 
bring him back to the Palace and 
the coup was over.

Rebick: This seems a little too 
simple. Why didn’t the right fight 
back against the demonstrators?

Harnecker: Because the army 
was then with Chávez, the gener-
als that participated in the coup 
were isolated, and a clear majority 

of the people were Chavistas. Also 
the opposition began to split when 
they saw what Pedro Carmona, the 
self-proclaimed new president, was 
proposing to do. In fact, the right 
was and is divided. The opposition 
is now divided into three groups: 
the fascists who want a new coup 
d’etat; the conservatives who want 
to remove Chávez by Constitutional 
measures without bloodshed; and 
people who were in the opposition 
but have now decided that Chávez is 
better than his opponents.

Rebick: So were the leaders of 
the coup prosecuted?

Harnecker: No. Chávez told 
me that when he was in prison, 
he thought only about how to re-
unify the country. For the generals 
to be judged, the High Court has to 
agree to allow it according to the 
Constitution.

The High Court is anti-Chávez 
and didn’t allow the generals to be 
prosecuted. The court said that there 
was no coup d’etat and that the mili-
tary only acted because there was a 
vacuum of power. So those involved 
in the coup are still in the army, but 
they have no responsibility.

The people and some of the 
army are more radical and want the 
generals prosecuted no matter what 
the Constitution says. But Chávez 
understands the balance of forces 
and says they can’t have a civil war 
or the United States would step in. 
Everybody must know that Chávez 
is the only one that can avoid a civil 
war.

The situation is still precari-
ous. Both Chávez and the people 

are prepared this time for another 
coup. Most important is that it was 
the people who returned Chávez to 
power, so they feel very strong and 
powerful. The people feel like they 
are actors in the political situation 
and as you know this is a very revo-
lutionary situation.

Rebick: So what is happen-
ing now?

Harnecker: Chávez is tell-
ing the people to organize in every 
way possible – Bolivarian circles, 
co-ops, women’s groups, popular 
radio, etc. The generals returned 
to the army, but everyone knows 
who was involved. Chávez is orga-
nizing a referendum to reform the 
Constitution so that they can pros-
ecute the generals and appoint new 
judges.

Rebick: One of the most inter-
esting things about Chávez is that 
he is trying to implement partici-
patory democracy. Did you dis-
cuss this with him?

Harnecker: Chávez says that 
representative democracy is a sys-
tem that does not permit the peo-
ple to make decisions. This lib-
eral democracy, he says, permits 
corruption. He wants to build a 
participatory democracy.

In my opinion the new 
Constitution is the most advanced 
in the world in integrating partici-
patory democracy into government. 
He has been influenced by the par-
ticipatory budget in Porte Allegre 
[Brazil] and other experiments like 
that. (Emphasis added)

Rebick: And do you think 
Chávez is a revolutionary?

Harnecker: Yes I do. He told 
me he is neither a Marxist nor an 
anti-Marxist; neither a Communist 
nor an anti-Communist. “I am a 
Bolivarian,” he explained. Bolivar 
wanted to create a regional force 
in Latin America to deal with the 
United States. Chávez wants to cre-
ate a new ideology specific to Latin 
America and its reality. He thinks 
Marxism is too European. For 
example, he says, a working class, 
as Marx described it, does not exist 
in Venezuela.

I asked him if capitalism could 
be humanized. He answered that 
capitalism is inherently exploitative 
and cannot be humanized. But he 
recognizes that they are in a capital-
ist regime.

Chávez wants a revolution, but 
he realizes that to achieve that he 
needs a different relationship of 
forces. He wants to build that new 
relationship of forces in alliance 
with others in the third world. With 
such a strong alliance in the future, 
he believes it will be possible to 
negotiate with the United States.

Chávez told me: “Our process 
is a transition from a neo-liberal 
model to a humanist, self-govern-
ment – a more democratic model 
that would resolve the basic needs 
of the people.”

Marta Harnecker is the direc-
tor of MEPLA (Memoria Popular 
Latinoamericana). She is Chilean 
but currently lives in Cuba. 
Judy Rebick is the publisher of 
www.rabble.ca where this inter-
view first appeared.  J

Participatory democracy
for Venezuela

Last April, a failed military coup took place in Venezuela. 
The news coverage was confusing. First there was a coup 
and then, Venezuela’s president, Hugo Chávez, was back 
in power. Judy Rebick discusses what really happened 
in this interview with Marta Harnecker who had previ-
ously interviewed Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez. It 
provides a great insight into the real balance of forces in 
Venezuela and the strategy and tactics of the Chavista’s.

Supporters at President Chavez at a rally on May 13
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by Robert Fisk 
Let’s go back to May 12 

1996. Madeleine Albright, the US 
Secretary of State, had told us that 
sanctions worked and prevented 
Saddam from rebuilding weapons of 
mass destruction (WMD).

Our Tory government agreed, 
and Tony Blair faithfully toed the 
line. But on May 12, Mrs Albright 
appeared on CBS television. Leslie 
Stahl, the interviewer, asked: “We 
have heard that half a million chil-
dren have died. I mean, that’s more 
than died in Hiroshima. And, you 
know, is the price worth it?” To the 
world’s astonishment, Mrs Albright 
replied: “I think this is a very hard 
choice, but the price, we think the 
price is worth it.”

Now we know – if Mr Blair is 
telling us the truth – that the price 
was not worth it. The price was paid 
in the lives of hundreds of thousands 
of children.

The Blair “dossier” tells us that, 
despite sanctions, Saddam was able 
to go on building weapons of mass 
destruction. All that nonsense about 
dual-use technology, the ban on 

children’s pencils – because lead 
could have a military use – and 
our refusal to allow Iraq to import 
equipment to restore the water-treat-
ment plants that we bombed in the 
Gulf War, was a sham.

This terrible conclusion is the 

only moral one to be drawn from 
the 16 pages that supposedly detail 
the chemical, biological and nuclear 
horrors that the Beast of Baghdad 
has in store for us.

It’s difficult, reading the full 
report, to know whether to laugh 
or cry. The degree of deceit and 
duplicity in its production speaks 
of the trickery that informs the 
Blair government and its treatment 
of MPs.

There are a few titbits that ring 
true. The new ammonium perchlo-

rate plant illegally supplied by an 
Indian company, which breached 
those wonderful UN sanctions, of 
course, is a frightening little detail. 
So is the new rocket test stand at 
the al-Rafah plant. But this mate-
rial is so swamped in trickery and 
knavery that its inclusion becomes 
worthless.

Here is one example of the dis-
honesty of this “dossier”. On page 
45, we are told in a long chap-
ter about Saddam’s human rights 
abuses that “on March 1, 1991, 
in the wake of the Gulf War, riots 
(sic) broke out in the southern city 
of Basra, spreading quickly to other 
cities in Shia-dominated southern 
Iraq. The regime responded by kill-
ing thousands”.

What’s wrong with this para-
graph is the lie in the use of the 
word “riots”. These were not riots. 
They were part of a mass rebellion 
specifically called for by President 
Bush Jnr’s father and by a CIA radio 
station in Saudi Arabia.

The Shia Muslims of Iraq 
obeyed Mr Bush Snr’s appeal. And 
were then left to their fate by the 
Americans and British, who they 
had been given every reason to 
believe would come to their help. 
No wonder they died in their thou-
sands. But that’s not what the Blair 
“dossier” tells us.

And anyone reading the weasel 
words of doubt that are insinuated 
throughout this text can only have 
profound concern about the basis on 
which Britain is to go to war.

The Iraqi weapon programme “is 
almost certainly” seeking to enrich 
uranium. It “appears” that Iraq is 
attempting to acquire a magnet pro-
duction line. There is evidence that 
Iraq has tried to acquire specialised 

aluminium tubes (used in the enrich-
ment of uranium) but “there is no 
definitive intelligence” that it is des-
tined for a nuclear programme.

“If” Iraq obtained fissile mate-
rial, Iraq could produce nuclear 
weapons in one or two years. It 
is “difficult to judge” whether 
al-Hussein missiles could be avail-
able for use. Efforts to regenerate 
the Iraqi missile programme “prob-
ably” began in 1995.

And so the “dossier” goes on.
Now maybe Saddam has 

restarted his WMD programme. 
Let’s all say it out loud, 20 times: 
Saddam is a brutal, wicked 
tyrant. But are “almost certainly”, 
“appears”, “probably” and “if” 
really the rallying call to send our 
grenadiers off to the deserts of Kut-
al-Amara?

There is high praise for UN 
weapons inspectors. And there is 
more trickery in the relevant chap-
ter. It quotes Dr Hans Blix, the exec-
utive chairman of the UN inspec-
tion commission, as saying that in 
the absence of (post-1998) inspec-
tions, it is impossible to verify Iraqi 
disarmament compliance.

But on August 18 this year, the 
very same Dr Blix told Associated 
Press that he couldn’t say with 
certainty that Baghdad pos-
sessed WMDs. This quotation is 
excised from the Blair “dossier”, 
of course.

So there it is. If these pages of 
trickery are based on “probably” and 
“if”, we have no business going to 
war. If they are all true, we murdered 
half a million Iraqi children. How’s 
that for a war crime?  J

Tony Blair’s “dossier” on Iraq is a shocking docu-
ment. Reading it can only fill a decent human being 
with shame and outrage. Its pages are final proof – if 
the contents are true – that a massive crime against 
humanity has been committed in Iraq. For if the 
details of Saddam’s building of weapons of mass 
destruction are correct – and I will come to the “ifs” 
and “buts” and “coulds” later – it means that our 
massive, obstructive, brutal policy of UN sanctions 
has totally failed. In other words, half a million Iraqi 
children were killed by us, for nothing.

Robert Fisk tears
Blair’s “dossier” to shreds

Reading it can only 
fill a decent human 
being with shame 

and outrage

by Hannah Leggett
War on Want Media Officer

These are the findings of a new 
report – Sweatships: What its Really 
Like to Work on Board Cruise Ships 
– which has been jointly produced 
by campaigning charity War on 
Want and the International Transport 
Workers’ Federation (ITF).

It offers an insight into a secre-
tive multibillion pound industry that 
took 12 million people on holiday 
last year.

Key players in the industry 
are Carnival Corporation, Royal 
Carribbean, P&O Princess Cruises 
and Malaysia’s Star Cruises, which, 
combined, own half the total num-
ber of cruise vessels.

The industry is growing at such 
a rate that 41 extra cruise ships are 
on order between now and 2005 that 
will provide 80,000 new berths for 
pleasure-seekers.

But the fruits of this growth will 
not benefit those working below 
deck. The report shows that, as ships 
get bigger, the passenger to crew 
ratio will grow from 2:1 to 3:1 in a 
bid to cut costs.

The Sweatships report describes 
how some cruise liners have 
become floating hell for thousands 
of workers.

Below deck, hundreds of work-
ers from eastern Europe, Asia and 
central and south America staff 
engine rooms, laundries, kitchens 
and restaurants.

Wages can be as low as US$45 
per month for waiters and wait-
resses and contracts are short and 
insecure.

An ITF survey of 400 cruise 
ship employees showed that 95 
per cent are working seven days 
a week, with time off restricted to 
turnaround in port.

Holidays are not included in the 
contract period. Instead workers 
return home and wait two or three 
months for the next contract.

After interviewing cruise ship 
workers the report’s author Celia 
Mather says, “Many ships are a 
floating microcosm of the excesses 
of globalisation. Long hours, poor 
pay and a culture of fear cast a dark 
shadow over the five-star experi-
ence for passengers above deck.”

The report describes widespread 
authoritarian and aggressive behav-
iour by managers and supervisors as 
well as rampant favouritism.

Discipline comes in the form of 
on-the-spot fines or being moved 
to heavy work where tips are poor. 
There can be instant dismissal and 
repatriation.

One anonymous Carnival 
employee told researchers: “There’s 
no-one to appeal to – they just send 
you home. You have no chance to go 
to the company office. They just put 
you on the plane.”

The ITF has cases of crew mem-
bers being removed from the ship in 
handcuffs by private security per-

sonnel and held in a hotel before 
being flown home.

The culture of fear that sur-
rounds this hierarchy has led to 
numerous accusations of sexual 
harassment against those in author-
ity on board.

In 1999, a lawsuit forced 
Carnival Cruises to reveal that 
100 accusations of rape and sexual 
assault had been made in just five 
years.

Despite the conditions, workers 
rarely abscond due to the secretive 
and restrictive recruitment process 
operated by crewing agents in poor 
countries.

A secret film made by the ITF on 
board the Cypriot-owned Joywave 
cruise liner revealed the true extent 
of the horrors for workers.

There were only two showers 
and one working toilet for 100 men 
and women members of staff, who 
slept six to each tiny cabin contain-
ing only three bunks.

ITF cruise ship campaign direc-
tor Jim Given says: “I thought I’d 
seen it all, but I’ve never seen liv-
ing conditions as bad as these. It was 

absolutely pathetic – 400 seafarers 
with no life in their eyes.”

War on Want Campaigner Nick 
Dearden says: “We are especially 
concerned about the impact of poor 
pay and working conditions on those 
workers from the developing world 
who often see work on cruise ships 
as a dream job which can lift their 
families out of poverty.

“We are asking people to put 
pressure on cruise companies to out-
law practices like charging develop-
ing world workers deposits just to 
get their jobs in the first place – a 
practice which reduces some of the 
poorest workers on the ship to vir-
tual bonded labourers.

“We believe people booking a 
holiday want their money to pay 
for those workers who actually 
make their holiday possible, not just 
enriching the increasingly powerful 
tourist conglomerates that control 
the industry”, Dearden argues.

For more details on
the Sweatships Campaign,
visit www.waronwant.org or
email ndearden@waronwant.org
Acknowledgement Morning Star  J

No-star treatment on cruise ships
A cruise ship graciously entering port has become the quintes-
sential image of luxury, but, below deck, it’s a story of apartheid 
at sea. Workers from poor countries are suffering conditions that 
are reminiscent of Asia’s export processing zones.
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by Ken Biggs
The Czech Republic is a NATO 

member and, if the US has its way 
at November’s NATO enlargement 
summit in Prague, Slovakia will 
soon be one too. The EU recently 
told both countries they could join 
the EU in 2004.

Fausto Sorino, a leader of Italy’s 
Party of Communist Refoundation, 
wrote recently that, because of the 
Czech Communists’ success in the 
June parliamentary elections, the 
French Communist Party leaders 
who claim that “communist parties 
of Leninist origin” have served their 
purpose and have no future had been 
proved wrong.

The Czech Republic’s 
Communist Party of Bohemia and 
Moravia is now arguably Europe’s 
most influential communist party. 
In the June elections it was the only 
parliamentary party to increase its 
support, polling 880,000 votes (18.5 
per cent) – an increase of 220,000 on 
its 1998 result.

It also increased its number of 
seats in the 200 member legisla-
ture from 24 to 41. Its 17 extra seats 
were gained at the expense of all of 
its right-wing opponents. The pro-
NATO, pro-EU Social Democrats 
lost 4 seats and half a million votes, 
the Civic Democrats lost 5 seats and 
400,000 votes and the Two-Party 
Coalition 8 seats and 500,000 votes. 

Sorino also notes: “This advance 
was helped by the votes given by 
young people to the CPBM, a party 
which has not repudiated Lenin and 
the history of the communist move-
ment in the 20th century and which 
has a critical – as opposed to a liq-
uidationist – approach to the history 

of the ‘real socialism’ which was for 
almost half a century ‘its own’ tur-
bulent history.”

True, as CPBM leader Miroslav 
Grebenicek told the Party’s Central 
Committee in October, there are 
those in the party who would like 
to social democratise the CPBM 
and dogmatists who want to reduce 
it to an ultra-leftist sect mouthing 
pseudo-revolutionary slogans, but 
the political position of the vast 
majority of the Party’s 120,000 
members, including the third who 
are of working age, is as Sorino 
describes it.

In referendums held in 1992 and 
1993 CPBM members twice pre-
vented attempts by various members 
of its leadership and MPs to remove 
the word “communist” from the 
Party’s name. They saw this as an 
attempt to deny the positive achieve-
ments of the former Communist 
Party of Czechoslovakia (CPCz) 
both before and after the mass-
backed 1948 socialist revolution. 
Those inside the CPBM who sup-
ported a change of name quit the 
party after their final defeat at its 3rd 
Congress in 1993.

And the 400 members of the 
growing Communist Union of Youth 
can be in no doubt that they’ve 
joined a highly active and avowedly 
Marxist-Leninist organisation.

Communist Party
of Slovakia (CPS)

In some ways the CPS’s success 
in September’s elections was even 
more remarkable. After a decade of 
effort, it finally broke through the 5 
per cent barrier and won 11 seats in 
the 150-member Slovak parliament, 
polling almost 182,000 votes (6.3 
per cent).

What makes its achievement all 
the more remarkable is that this is 
a Party which didn’t even own so 
much as a typewriter or a telephone 
when it was refounded in the early 
1990s after the original CPS was hi-
jacked by a right-wing social dem-
ocrat clique masquerading as the 
“Democratic Left”.

One factor explaining the Party’s 
success in the elections is its policy 
of Party-building. Its membership 
has grown from a few hundred ten 
years ago to 23,000 now and its 
organisations operate in a quarter 
of the country’s villages and all of 
its districts. 

How has it managed to accom-
plish this in a matter of a few years? 
By the sheer determination of its 
veteran members to build the party 
and by the roots it has put down 
among those who have suffered at 
the hands of the post-1989 restora-
tion of capitalism. 

Its fight against mass unem-
ployment, poverty and corruption 
in post-1989 public life, its princi-
pled opposition to NATO member-
ship and its critical attitude to EU 
membership has won over many 
former members and supporters of 
the renegade-led Democratic Left 
Party, especially after DLP minis-

ters became enthusiastic supporters 
of EU-backed right-wing policies 
like privatisation and public spend-
ing cuts.

This cost the DLP dear. It lost all 
of its 23 seats at last month’s elec-
tion, polling less than 2 per cent of 
the votes. It had several times arro-
gantly rejected calls from the CPS 
for left unity based on an alternative 
economic and political strategy.

As regional councilor Ivan 
Hopta, a CPS vice-chair and leader 
of its 11-strong Communist group 
in the new parliament said, many of 
the CPS’s new members are young 
and people of working age, 70 per 
cent of whom were not members of 
the original CPS before November 
1989.

Hopta acknowledged that the 
CPBM’s success in June gave new 
heart to the Slovak communists in 
their battle to win representation in 
parliament and so gain them a plat-
form for promoting their social-
ist alternative. He also expressed 
appreciation for the help given by 
the Czech communists to the CPS 
during its campaign.

Lessons
As for lessons for the electoral 

work of other communist parties, 
one is the importance of work in 
local government. The role of the 
CPBM’s more than 6,200 local 
councillors in fighting for new jobs 
at a time of record post-1989 unem-
ployment of over 9 per cent is the 
bedrock of its national support.

Another is the need to popular-
ise an alternative economic strat-
egy that creates jobs for the jobless, 
especially the young unemployed, 
homes for the homeless, decent 
pensions for seniors and additional 
resources for the expansion of vital 
social services like education and 
healthcare.

With workers in jobs rather than 
on the dole, a situation is created 
in which the advance to a socialist 
society becomes a realistic aim.

Both Parties are now setting their 
sights on further gains in the munici-
pal elections which will be held in 
the Czech Republic in November 
and in Slovakia in December. 

Postmark Prague  J

This year’s electoral successes of the communist left in the Czech 
and Slovak republics (until 1990 the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic) 
are truly remarkable. All the more so because they did not happen in 
a “backward” part of the world but in the very heart of what increas-
ingly unpopular Czech president Vaclav Havel likes to call “civilised” 
and “advanced” Europe.

by Hans Lebrecht

The main demand of the strikers 
is a substantial rise of the cost-of-
living increment, as well as the can-
cellation of some of the anti-social 
budget cuts, already enforced dur-
ing the last few months. Even more 
cuts have been tabled in the Knesset 
for adoption in the framework of the 
state budget for 2003. 

The strikers are demanding that 
the cuts in social benefits, such as 
those to aged pensions, child allow-
ances, social welfare compensation 
for insufficient income and unem-
ployment increments be withdrawn.

To fill in the gap in the budget-
ary expenditures, the unions propose 
that stock exchange profits be taxed, 
and call for a substantial cut to the 
generous subsidies for the develop-
ment of settlements in the occupied 
territories.

The impact of the municipal 
employees’ strike was felt very 

quickly. The streets in Tel-Aviv, 
Jerusalem, Haifa and other cities 
were reeking and starting to become 
public health perils because of the 
rising heaps of garbage dumped by 
the residents, but not cleared by the 
sanitary staff.

Hospital services are being hit 
by the slow-down. Managements 
are therefore asking the families 
of patients for help. About 100,000 
pupils from rural areas could not go 
to school, because the drivers of the 
yellow school buses of the regional 
councils are striking.

Spokespersons for the unions 
point out that the cost-of-living 
increments, which by law should 
be adjusted to the official rise of 
the consumer price index, have not 
been adjusted for over two years. 
This has lowered the general level 
of income from wages and salaries 
by 8.2 per cent according to official 
figures published by the govern-
ment statistical bureau. The strik-

ers demand only what is rightfully 
theirs, that is, to raise the increment 
by 6.4 per cent.

The Treasury maintains that the 
economic crisis, allegedly caused by 
the crisis on the world market and 
an enormous rise in security expen-
ditures in the wake of what they call 
“actions against Palestine terror”, do 
not allow for a rise. They claim that 
the crisis would deepen and that the 
current 11 per cent unemployment 
rate would increase, etc.

The same tune is being played 
by the employers.

The unions reject these typi-
cal Treasury and employer claims 
as pretexts to avoid facing up to 
the real solution to the problems. 
Negotiations for the union demands 
were interrupted two weeks ago by 
the government negotiators and the 
employers.

Unions are demanding a renewal 
of the negotiations without further 
delay, in order to find a way to ful-
fill the demands of the workers and 
to end the economically disastrous 
strike.

In some of the major cities, the 
strikers held demonstrations and 
vigils in front of government offices 
and at the entrance gates to national 
enterprises.  J

More than 180,000
Israeli workers strike
More than 100,000 employees of local authorities and regional 
councils downed tools at the beginning of the working week on 
October 12. Another 80,000 civil servants at government min-
istries and their regional branches, as well as the non-medical 
staff at government-run hospitals began a go-slow. Both strike 
actions are sanctioned by their unions, affiliated to the General 
Histadrut Trade Union Federation.

“The significance of India-
Russia-China ties lies in the fact that 
we have made our voice louder in 
the international arena” he said.

“We (India, Russia and China) 
can make our voice louder and 
louder in the interest of the whole 
world”, adding that co-operation 
among the three countries could 
strengthen the people of the sub-
continent.

“The co-operation between 
the three countries can bring them 
closer and it is possible through 

joint efforts”. Cultural interac-
tions can bridge the traditional and 
friendly ties between the three coun-
tries, he added.

The Ambassador said China’s 
relationship with India has “increased” 
and that there was a bright future 
for further enhancement of relations 
between the two neighbours.

Trade between China and India 
has increased to US$4 billion in the 
past year. India’s Premier Atal Behari 
Vajpayee will visit China either later 
this year or early next year.  J

China’s Ambassador to India Mr Hua Junduo said recently that 
co-operation and friendly ties between China, India and Russia 
could play a significant role in the international arena.

Friendly ties 
between China, 
India and Russia

In the event of war
Sydney: Rally 5 pm  US Consulate Martin Place

Wollongong: Rally 5.30 pm  Wollongong Mall Ampitheatre
Melbourne: Rally 5 pm State Library Swanson Street

Adelaide: Rally 5 pm Parliament House Steps
Brisbane: Rally 5pm King George Square

“…the need 
to popularise 
an alternative 

economic strategy 
that creates jobs 
for the jobless”

Come and see our video on Cuba
Fidel

Sunday 27th October 2.30pm
Unitarian Church 110 Grey Street East Melbourne

$10 or $8 concession
For information call Maree on 9478 9473

Organised by the Australia Cuba Friendship Society

Czech Republic

Big gains by communists
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RUSSIA: Russians have registered a massive protest 
against the pro-capitalist policies of successive governments 
with citizens counting themselves out of the first census 
in 13 years. Angered at the growing poverty, unemploy-
ment and disintegration of society, many refused to even 
open their doors to the census takers. Others made more 
overt gestures, such as the residents of the eastern Sibe-
rian town of Belogorsk who offered to fill out the forms if 
the government reconnected the town’s electricity supply.

TURKEY: Protesters have taken to the streets in Istanbul to 
demonstrate against the planned US attack on Iraq. The pro-
testers – organised by the Freedom Solidarity Party (ODP) 
– shouted “We will not be America’s soldiers” and “USA 
– hands off the Middle East”. There is growing unease and 
anger at the prospect of US military action. “We will not stand 
by and watch the US attack Iraq as a pretext for the US to take 
control of the region’s oil reserves”, said ODP leader Ufuk Uras.

AFGHANISTAN: One year after the first bombs began to 
rain down on innocent Afghanis, no one among the dead is 
named Osama bin Laden. This despite the presence of at 
least 13,000 occupation troops under the command of the US.

LATIN AMERICA: Countries in Central and South America 
have marked the 35th anniversary of the capture and mur-
der of Ernesto Che Guevara. In Venezuela, President Hugo 
Chavez spoke of Che’s example as a revolutionary fighter 
and called on the people of Latin America to continue the 
struggle. In Bolivia the President of the Bolivian Parliament 
joined with the president of the Cuban Federation of University 
Students in the Bolivian capital La Paz to remember the man 
who had done so much to liberate Cuba before joining the 
struggle in Bolivia. In Argentina, Che’s birthplace, more than 
1000 people attended a ceremony in the city of Cordoba for 
the naming of a city square after Che. Ceremonies also took 
place in Ecuador, Nicaragua, Mexico, Brazil and Uruguay.

CHINA: China’s Ministry of Water Resources has drafted 
a national plan to protect the country’s longest river, the 
Yangtze, from further pollution. The plan includes a con-
tinuous upgrade of sewage treatment in major cities along 
the 6300 kilometre river. The program will also tackle seri-
ous soil erosion in major lakes connected to the Yangtze.

USA: An election pitch by George W Bush to poor and low 
income Americans in the lead up to the Congressional poll 
in three weeks includes $1.8 billion in tax cuts to develop-
ers to build housing in poor areas. This is intended to bridge 
what Bush calls “the home ownership gap” and is aimed 
at Black and Hispanic voters. The Chairman of the Demo-
cratic National Committee, Terry McAuliffe, said the proposal 
was an attempt to get around the Government’s policies 
that have hurt the disadvantaged. “The fact of the matter is 
that President Bush’s dismal economic record has hit Afri-
can-Americans and Hispanics the hardest”, said McAuliffe.

Global briefs

The results “clearly show that 
the Brazilian people understood 
that the present path trodden by 
the country is disastrous and that 
they are willing to change the poli-
cies imposed by the government of 
President Cardoso”, says a state-
ment issued by the Communist Party 
of Brazil (CPB).

“The people intend to build a 
new destiny of national dignity, 
participation in decisions regarding 
the country and new political meth-
ods. Cardoso’s economic orientation 
favoured a minority that profited 
with high interest rates and specu-
lation involving our currency”, says 
the statement.

The current situation of severe 
economic crisis created a basis for 
the broadening of the political and 
social alliance that saw the victory 
of Lula, a candidate supported by 
the left and the opposition to the 
present government of Cardoso.

The second round of elections 
will take place on October 27. If 
Lula wins the Presidency in the sec-
ond round it will mean a tremendous 
victory for the Brazilian people who 
are eager for a change that they hope 
will bring jobs, wider democracy 
and participation for the majority 
of people.

“We are going through a period 
of qualitative change in our coun-
try. Brazilians voted for a change 
of direction concerning the country 

and for the adoption of new politi-
cal methods. Lula, waiving the 
Brazilian flag, represents the desired 
change – he is the only candidate 
able to unite the country around a 
project of sovereignty, democracy, 
development and social justice”, 
said Renato Rabelo, President of 
the CPB after the first round results 
came in.

“It is a common feeling in 
the streets that the government of 
Cardoso has betrayed the people. 
It surrendered to the financial cir-
cles and showed disregard for social 
matters. Along with dissatisfac-
tion of the direction chosen for the 
country, the demand for renovation 
of political methods has increased. 
Along with the growth of the oppo-
sition and the decline of the status 
quo, the defeat of several traditional 
conservative politicians was also 
noticeable”, Mr Rabelo said.

A victory for Lula on October 27 
will not please international capital. 

The New York Times admitted that 
Lula got the vote of millions who 
were harmed by the so-called free 
market reforms. 

They wrote “such an impover-
ished majority put Hugo Chavez into 
power in Venezuela and seems likely 
to be a major force in next year’s 
Argentine presidential election”.

The New York Times states the 
obvious by saying that Lula’s vic-
tory will, not cheer up the Bush 
administration, Brazil’s foreign 
investors or the business commu-
nity, since “his campaign made clear 
his continued opposition to many 
of the American-backed economic 
reforms Brazil has carried out in 
recent years as well as his sharp dis-
agreement with Washington’s poli-
cies on Cuba and Colombia”.

Brazilians know that the US 
government will not passively 
watch the events in Brazil without 
trying to interfere and support their 
friends in high places. 

The Communist Party of Brazil 
summed up the immediate situa-
tion: “Lula’s candidacy must unite 
all opposing forces and political sec-
tors interested in a new direction in 
order to gain victory. Our flag is one 
of change and Lula is the only can-
didate [who can] gather Brazilians 
around a new project for a sover-
eign Brazil, a democratic country 
with development and social justice. 
The Communist Party will keep on 
making efforts to broaden the Lula 
for President front and will work for 
the creation of a vast electoral civic 
movement – we are all for Lula!”  J

Momentous events took place in Brazil on October 6 during the 
first round of elections for President, the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate. The left made historic progress.

Left turn inBrazil

One would hope that his story 
wasn’t a common one, but unfortu-
nately, it is. In the first six months 
of this year alone 167 children 
and teenagers like Alexander, met 
the same fate according to offi-
cial Honduran government reports. 
Many maintain that the number of 
youngsters who die at the hands 
of death squads practicing “social 
cleansing”, is much higher.

Honduran president, Ricardo 
Maduro, reacted strongly when he 
received a report that documented 
the deaths of 574 street children 
since l998. It is a figure that sends 
chills up the spine of even the most 
indifferent, especially if one takes 
into account that the numbers con-
tinue to spiral upwards.

According to the statistics, in 
l998 the number of murders of chil-
dren and teenagers living on their 
own was 55 over the entire year. 
But in 2002 that number has risen 
to 267 and there is every indica-
tion that this shocking number will 
double.

The non-governmental organ-
isation, Casa Alianza, indicates how-
ever, that the true figures are even 
more horrifying and that the deaths 
could be as high as a thousand or 
even 1500. All suffer the same type 
of extra-judicial execution.

There are signs of torture, a bul-
let fired into the head at point blank 
range, and the appearance of the 
body in a different spot than where 
the crime was committed.

The phenomenon is nothing 
new. Despite the fact that official 
data lists the cases starting from 
the year l998 already, in l997, the 
European Parliament had intro-
duced a resolution on the topic, 
demanding that Honduran author-
ities investigate the death and 
torture of street youngsters in 
which the police themselves were 
involved in many cases.

Homeless children, child work-
ers and juvenile delinquents and 
the violent repression against them 
are now daily topics in the Latin 
American press.

They are the product of a system 
that produces them, like rain makes 
mushrooms. They can be seen on 
every street corner during the day 
and by night they sleep under piles 
of cardboard and newspapers, on 
benches, some are drug users, and 
often they must steal to eat. 

Their conduct is incompatible 
with the society that engendered 
them and so they are persecuted 
and they become the living proof 
that for capitalism it is easier to 
kill the hungry than to eliminate 
hunger.

The fact that they are daily 
news doesn’t ease the pain. And 
though they should have been born 
to be happy they are a mirror of 
what we are and what can await us. 
To redeem them is to also to save 
ourselves.  J

Honduras:

Children murdered in the streets
Alexander Obando Reyes wasn’t a common boy. Despite having 
two last names he never knew his parents and his life was one 
struggle after another to survive in the streets of the Honduran 
city of San Pedro Sula. He had aspirations, but what he lacked 
were opportunities and all his dreams ended abruptly at 16 years 
of age, when someone put a pistol to his head and fired.

“Lula’s candidacy 
must unite all 

opposing forces 
and political sectors 
interested in a new 

direction... ”

Lula received 39 4 million votes or 46.4 percent of the valid votes in the first round.

The CPB received 1.9 million votes for candidates for the House or Representatives 
representing 2.25 percent of the total. In the Senate it polled 6.1 million votes. All up the 

CPB received 9.2 million votes for senators, federal and state representatives.

Request for four books
Through Embassy Eyes (New York, 1939) by Martha Dodd

Sowing the Wind (New York, 1945) by Martha Dodd
The Searching Light (New York, 1955) by Martha Dodd

The Great Game (Michael Joseph, 1977) by Leopold Trepper.

If you have any of these titles and are willing to part with 
them, please ring Richard Stone (08) 8379 8608

Lula is the only candidate who can unite Brazilians for democracy
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Culture
& Life

Another sign of 
capitalism in crisis
In the 1941 Universal Pictures 
musical It Started With Eve, 
millionaire Charles Laughton 
tells aspiring singer Deanna 
Durbin how influential he is 
in music circles: “I support 
the Opera.” Wealthy socialites 
have always regarded the high 
arts as their special domain, 
their private cultural fiefdom, 
by virtue of their buying the 
most expensive seats, attend-
ing the appropriate charity 
benefits and otherwise provid-
ing the “support” that Laugh-
ton boasted about.

by Rob Gowland

And yet, while the number of 
capitalists has increased, the finan-
cial state of opera, ballet and even 
symphony orchestras in capitalist 
countries is in real trouble. Look 
at opera: leading companies like 
Deutsche Oper Berlin, the English 
National Opera, the San Francisco 
Opera and our own Opera Australia 
simply can’t afford to stage the 
operas that their artistic and musical 
directors want to put on.

This is not because the selected 
operas are wildly extravagant with 
a cast of thousands. It’s simply 
because capitalism is not interested 

in providing adequate resources for 
the production of cultural works.

It’s funny, really. Capitalism, 
claimed by its ideologues to be the 
ultimate achievement of the human 
race, cannot even afford to maintain 
a reasonably sized full-time orches-
tra for the Australian Opera, for 
example. The San Francisco Opera, 
which has an annual operating bud-
get of US$60 million, ended the last 
financial year almost US$8 million 
in the red.

Where is the “support” and what 
are the priorities of the wealthy capi-
talists now? 

Even the poorest socialist coun-
try was able to maintain a national 
opera company, a state ballet com-
pany, a national symphony orchestra 
– along with folk dance ensembles, 
national choirs and other orchestras.

The governments of those 
socialist countries had incomes from 
state enterprises, foreign trade, etc, 
that allowed them to provide and 
maintain opera houses, orchestras, 
training schools, etc, etc, and at the 
same time to provide free universal 
health care!

Capitalism is not interested in 
providing adequate support for cul-
tural activities nor for the adequate 
provision of health care. 

The recently dumped music 
director of the Australian Opera, 
Simone Young, refused to compro-
mise on the size of the orchestra 
and chorus. If the size of either is 
too small, the resultant sound will 
be thin and inadequate. It will not 
do justice to either the composer’s 
intentions or the audience’s justifi-
able expectations.

But Young was able to achieve 
the number of musicians she wanted 
(“12 first violins for most reper-
toire”) only by using casuals. The 
Opera board would not increase the 
number of full-time musicians.

It’s a situation repeated in lots of 
other workplaces these days: casuals 
hired when needed, instead of per-
manent jobs being provided. And it 
has the same result. The casuals are 
not familiar with the workplace or 
the job (in the Opera’s case, with 
“the repertoire or stylistic issues”) 
and more training (rehearsal) time 
is needed.

The members of the Australian 
Opera and Ballet Orchestra over-
whelmingly supported Young, but 
the board of Opera Australia voted 
not to renew her contract anyway.

Simone Young is not extrava-
gant; she merely insists on doing 
the job right. Opera Australia just 
could not afford to do things right 
-- they’re too poor being insuffi-
ciently supported by the state and 
rich patrons.

As I indicated before, they are 
not alone in this. Capitalism world-
wide is in such a crisis it now cannot 
even sustain its own chosen cultural 
pursuits.

As the Sydney Morning Herald 
noted on October 12, regarding 
opera internationally, “the unafford-
able dreams of the creative vision-
aries are the most visible casualties 
in the commerce versus art battle … 
as beleaguered companies attempt 
to balance fiscal responsibility and 
artistic ambition, and managements 
in Europe and the United States seek 
to stave off collapse”.

Expectations are that Opera 
Australia will trim its sails next 
season and go for small, intimate, 
inexpensive operas. But whatever 
it presents, you can be sure that the 
capitalist class and their hangers-on 
will still lay claim to the best seats, 
maintaining stoutly, if asked, “I sup-
port the Opera!”

* * *
As if George Bush being in 

the White House wasn’t reason 

enough to be scared, the citizens 
of Washington are in the justifi-
able grip of fear caused by a gun 
nut going quietly and systematically 
amok with a telescopic rifle.

Serial killers are a common 
occurrence in the US. US TV is pos-
itively awash with them.

I do not have cable TV, but my 
sons do. A couple of weeks ago I 
was able to watch five programs 
(including among those on free-to-
air) in which women were trussed 
up, gagged and helpless at the mercy 
of sadistic serial killers.

In two of these pieces of “enter-
tainment”, the killer made the help-
less women watch while he killed 
other people (a friend in one case, 
a female cop in the other) in front 
of them.

Is it any wonder people run amok 
with guns in the US? With the gov-
ernment in the hands of the demon-
strably crazed and demented, and 
the nation encouraged to accept the 

concept of solving complex social 
problems by “blowing the bad guys 
away”, either with a rifle or a cruise 
missile, it’s only surprising that they 
don’t have more mass killings.

Guns are readily available any-
where in the US. Washington’s serial 
sniper uses a .223 high velocity rifle, 
a very accurate weapon even up to 
half a kilometre away. A former FBI 
profiler told the Los Angeles Times 
“it’s a macho, civilian version of the 
military M-16. It appeals to the gun 
nuts and the paramilitary types.” 

The M-16 is an assault rifle; 
why does any country want “civilian 
types” of assault rifles available for 
private ownership?

How decadent and sick does a 
society have to get before common 
sense forces people to put an end to 
the right-wing fantasies of the gun 
lobby and take guns off the streets?

In the heartland of capitalism, 
apparently, a lot more decadence is 
yet to come.  J

Had enough

Just as they were picking up 
after last year’s September 11 this 
horror happens to them. Why them? 
Seems like the people of the world 
have become victims of a highly 
planned campaign of terror. Hit the 
most vulnerable - the poor and the 

youth of the world when they least 
expect it!  Freedom is gone.

If you have to look over your 
shoulder all the time then there is no 
freedom anymore.

Mary Jenkins
UPU WA Inc

The order is fear
From whatever way you look at this latest tragedy the response 
is fear. Along with all the families of victims the ultimate victims 
will be the Balinese people.

I believe we communists and 
atheists have had enough of these 
imperialist

terrorist attacks. Both political 
sides condemn each other yet inno-
cent lives are targeted.

Let us not believe that these 
terrorists are soldiers of a supreme 

being. They are the disgrace of 
internationalism. Our world won’t 
progress with these fanatics.

We leftists are doing well to 
refuse to side with them. Terrorism 
is sending society back 2000 years. 

Julian Salciccia
Melbourne.

We have been bombarded with the tragic news by the main-
stream media about the nightclub bombings in Bali. A tragedy 
similar to September 11.

The gauge, which was stolen 
from the western Sydney suburb 
of Merrylands, a densely populated 
area, contained a small amount of 
radioactive material. The Agency 
said, “If anyone finds the gauge or 
knows its whereabouts they should 
contact police immediately.”

What a scenario that conjures 
up! Such a small amount of radio-
active material requires a general 
warning to the public and the urgent 
involvement of the police!

How about this for a hypotheti-
cal situation?

We are in a densely popu-
lated area in the southern suburbs 
of Sydney. Let’s call it, say, Lucas 
Heights.

A big, new nuclear reactor has 
been installed there on the site of 
an existing nuclear plant. Experts 
have warned that there are earth-
quake fault lines beneath the site but 
the State Government sweeps aside 
that concern, as it has others such as 
where the resultant nuclear waste is 
going to be stored, how would it be 
transported,etc.

Concerned residents and envi-
ronmentalists have campaigned to 
have the whole thing closed down.

It’s been operating for a year 
now and the Government and pro-
nuclear lobby have continued to 
reassure the public and ridicule 
those opposing the reactor.

One night, snug in their beds, 
local residents feel a trembling 
beneath them. The crockery rattles. 
Cracks appear in the walls. It is the 
dread earthquake.

Police and emergency services 
are out in force. Residents are being 
evacuated. The nuclear reactor site 
is sealed. But it transpires that by 
some miracle the tremor has not 
caused a radioactive spill into the 
atmosphere. Instead, it has broken 
the security at the reactor and a con-
tainer of radioactive material has 
been stolen.

What to do? Follow the instruc-
tions for the disappeared radioac-
tive gauge? “Anyone with informa-
tion about the theft of this container 
should call Crime Stoppers.”

Scary, isn’t it?

Nathan Barnes
Brisbane

Scary nuclear scenario
The NSW Environment Protection Authority last week issued a 
warning to the public following the theft of a gauge used to mea-
sure soil density and moisture. The warning said, “The gauge 
could affect human health if it is smashed or broken open.”

Got something to say?
Got an opinion about the system, about human rights, 
the labour movenment, peace, land rights, socialism, 
privatisation, child care, your local community? Then 
write it down and send it to us. The letters page is for 

you, Guardian readers.
Letters of up to 400 words in length are preferred.

It is a crime against human-
ity. When the dead are Aus-
tralians, we comprehend this 
truth. Why can we not see it 
when the dead are Afghanis or 
Iraqis? War is not the answer. 
Let Australia stand for peace.

Linda Gale
Adelaide

Vice President, Progressive 
Labour Party

War is not 
the answer
The horrific act of terror 
in Bali should teach us that 
war on civilian populations 
- whether in Afghanistan, 
Rwanda, Iraq, Hiroshima, the 
Solomon Islands, the former 
Yugoslavia, or on Australia’s 
doorstep in Indonesia - wreaks 
appalling destruction and grief 
that can never be justified by 
military, religious or economic 
objectives.

Brisbane Rally for Peace
SAY NO TO WAR

Sunday October 27, 11 am – 1 pm
King George Square

Guest speakers from a wide range of community groups
Family entertainment

BYO chair, hat and sunscreen
•Join together in a spirit of
  peace and tolerance
•Sign a No War petition
•Join a peace coalition

Send a message to Canberra and Washington
Proudly supported by:

Lord Mayor Jim Soorley, Uniting Care Centre for Social 
Justice, Just Peace, Queensland Greens, Rally for Peace 
and Nuclear Disarmament, Ethnic Communities Council of 
Queensland, Stop the War Coalition, UQ Union, Qld Young 

Labor, Queensland Council of Unions
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Rob Gowland
previews

National public
television programs

Sun October 27 ~
Sat November 2

POLITICS IN THE PUB
6.00 to 7.45 every Friday night

GAELIC CLUB
64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills, Sydney

(Opposite Central Station)
Inquiries: Ph: 9818 3737 or 9660 6554

Website: http://www.politicsinthepub.org

Oct 25
THE CHILDREN OVERBOARD REPORT – HOWARD’S 
DECEIT EXPOSED. WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS?

Chris Sidoti Human Rights Council of Australia; Neville Roach AO, 
former Chair of the Council for Multicultural Australia, (CMA), and 
former Chair of the Business (Migration) Advisory Panel, (BAP)

Nov 1
AN EVENING WITH ANNE SUMMERS

noted author, feminist and former adviser to PM Paul Keating

Nov 8
THE MARKETISATION OF WELFARE AND COMMUNITY 

SERVICES IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY
Michael Raper, President of the National Welfare Rights Network 

and Treasurer of the International Council of Social Welfare, former 
President of ACOSS.

Nov 15
ABORIGINAL WOMEN LEADERS SPEAK OUT

Linda Burney, Director. General, Dept of Aboriginal Affairs NSW; 
Olga Havnen, Director of the Indigenous Program, Fred Hollows 

Foundation

The sperm whale is a gentle, 
timid creature. Except in the mat-
ing season, when males will fight 
other males for possession of the 
most females.

On November 20, 1820, in 
the whales’ mating grounds of the 
mid-Pacific, the Nantucket whaler 
the Essex was struck by a huge 
sperm whale. Stunned, the whale 
lay beside the whaler momentarily 
before swimming off, only to turn 
and charge the small ship.

No longer than a tennis court, 
and worn out by twenty years’ bat-
tling with the ferocity of the ocean, 
the Essex’s timbers could not with-
stand the charge of the giant and the 
ship foundered.

The whale swam away while the 
whaler’s crew took to three small 
boats. They were thousands of miles 
from land.

After a nightmare voyage of 
three months, in which death and 
cannibalism figured prominently, 
the few lucky survivors in two of the 
boats were rescued. The third boat 
was never found.

The survivors’ accounts formed 
the basis for Herman Melville’s 
classic of a vengeful whale Moby 
Dick. But Melville’s story ends 
with the sinking of the whaler. 
As Moby Dick: The True Story 
(ABC 7:30pm Sunday) shows, 
the real human story took place 
afterwards.

An acted documentary, the 
program, directed by Christopher 
Rowley, is very well done, although 
reliance on computer simulations 
for sailing ships at sea leaves a bit 
to be desired.

What the program does do very 
well is to show what a bloody, 
gruesome business whaling was (and 
is – the Japanese and Norwegians 
still do it, after all). It also explains 
how and why a whale could attack a 
ship, albeit a small ship.

The Big Picture: Nuclear 
Terrorism: Blinding Horizons 

(ABC 8.30pm Wednesday) is a 
piece of Bush Administration scare-
mongering in support of the “war on 
terrorism”.

It’s from National Geographic, 
and it even includes a walk around 
Kabul to show us how much 
Afghanistan has benefitted from the 
US military’s waging war against 
it. We are given a glowing account 
of the US in action against “the 
Taliban”.

But the main thrust of the pro-
gram is to convince us that terrorists 
could get “a nuclear device”, that Al 
Qaeda wants to get nuclear weap-
ons, that the White House takes the 
threat very seriously, etc, etc.

There is not the slightest hint 
that terrorism could be a reaction to 
US policies, or that the US is any-
thing other than the poor innocent 
victim of irrational hatred by “fanat-
ics”, whose access to weapons of 
mass destruction we must stop at 
all costs.

The BBC telemovie The 
Secret (ABC 8.30pm 

Friday) looks and plays like a tel-
evision drama rather than a cinema 
movie. It is competently acted and 
quite well directed, especially the 
opening, dealing with the appar-
ent killing of a child by two older 
children.

This childhood crime is the 
secret of the title, a secret that causes 
designer Emma Farraday (played 
by Hadyn Gwynne) considerable 
angst as an adult. For good measure 
there’s manslaughter, amnesia, adul-
tery and attempted suicide to keep 
the viewers interested.

However, I did not warm to it, I 
am afraid. This may not be the pro-
gram’s fault so much as mine: sub-
jective reactions are not a reliable 
guide to a film’s artistic worth.

The dams being built by 
Turkey on the Tigris and 

Euphrates rivers will have a devas-
tating effect on the people of Iraq, 
downriver from the dams, who will 
have their water supply severely 
interrupted if not stopped altogether, 
but no one seems to care about that.

However, a number of archeolo-
gists got their nickers well and truly 
in a twist when they realised that the 
dams would submerge (and destroy) 
the ancient Greco-Roman city of 
Zeugma.

Founded in 300BC by one of 
Alexander the Great’s generals, 
Zeugma was largely unexcavated. 
A frantic race began to first discover 
what was there and then to record 
it and, if possible, preserve at least 
some of it.

They had less than five years 
in which to arouse world scien-
tific interest and about six months 
of actual digging time. It was of 
course an impossible task but with 
money from the French government 
they did make some remarkable dis-
coveries.

These included a Roman villa 
with 250 square metres of per-
fectly preserved frescoes and 750 
metres of intact mosaic floors, 
all connected with the cult of the 
God Dionysus. These are price-
less masterpieces and invaluable 
sources of information on the his-
tory of the Hellenistic and Roman 
Near East.

They came close to being lost 
forever. Who can say what other 
treasures and historic artefacts have 
been drowned by the Birecik Dam 
that flooded Zeugma?

In As It Happened: The 
Last Days Of Zeugma (SBS 

7.30pm Saturday), the frantic strug-
gle to uncover and record this historic 
site for posterity is related, and the 
question is asked why the realisation 
that the dam’s construction would 
destroy forever such archaeological 
riches did not mean it’s building at 
least being delayed if not stopped.

Already condemned for displacing 
30,000 people, the Birecik dam means 
the loss of “large parts of universal 
memory … the destruction of the her-
itage of humanity…What future can 
justify the sacrifice of memory?”

I don’t rate Rex Stout’s sleuth 
Nero Wolf as one of my 

favourite literary private eyes. 
Despite his excessive weight (“a 
seventh of a ton”), his gourmet 
appetite and his self absorption, he 
is a bore of a character.

His acolyte cum assistant (and 
the nominal chronicler of his cases), 
Archie Goodwin, is more believably 
human, as are the assorted villains 
and victims that pass through the 
novels and stories. Stout’s forte is 
intriguing plots.

Wolf has been filmed only twice 
before for the cinema (in the ‘30s) 
and once for TV (in the ‘70s). Now 
we have a new TV series, beginning 
with a movie-length episode A Nero 
Wolfe Mystery: The Golden Spiders 
(ABC 9.30pm Saturday).

For the series, it is noticeable 
that Wolf’s behaviour (as well as 
his girth) has been toned down, and 
Archie’s role has been enhanced, to 
the benefit of them both.

Maury Chaykin plays Nero 
Wolfe about as woodenly 

as you could and still be listed as the 
star of the series. He only really comes 
alive in the denoument scene, where 
all the suspects are assembled by an 
obliging police force and the killer 
manoeuvred into confessing all.

The actual star of the show is 
however Timothy Hutton who plays 
Archie Goodwin. The series is set 
in 1950s New York (with Toronto 
standing in for the Big Apple back 
then).

The series doesn’t look like 
the ‘forties, but does look like the 
films of the ‘forties, snarling cops 
and all.  J

Maury Chaykin and Timothy Hutton star in A Nero Wolf Mystery: The Golden Spiders 

Sydney
ROCK 4 REFUGEES

An all-ages, alcohol-free concert to raise funds for 
refugees and the campaign against mandatory 

detention.
SUNDAY, 27 OCTOBER

12noon - 7pm
Henson Park

cnr Sydenham Rd and Holmesdale St 
Marrickville, Sydney

$12
Tickets available from all Fish Records outlets,

Ticketek or at the gate on the day.
For info please ring (02)9690 1977

Sydney rally for the truth
About Refugees and War

• End mandatory detention
• Replace temporary protection visas

with full rights
• No forced deportations
• Stop the war on Iraq

Sydney Town Hall at 12 pm
Saturday October 26

Sponsored by trade unions, religious 
organisations, political parties,

refugee and peace committees.
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THE DEMISE OF BULK BILLING:
HOWARD’S TWO TIER MEDICARE

by Dr Con Costa *
Not much history taking, no 

examination and not even a preg-
nancy test which, in this 30 year 
old woman, would have quickly 
revealed the diagnosis of pregnancy 
and led to more appropriate treat-
ment for both mother and baby. 
(Fortunately, most family GPs are a 
lot better than that!)

There is a crisis in general prac-
tice. People want their bulk billing 
but they are having to wait longer 
and longer for medical attention 
only to end up with rapidly-revolv-
ing-door type of medicine. Waiting 
even longer are those at home, too 
sick to come to the doctor, or those 
in nursing homes.

And it is not just a shrink-
ing Medicare rebate that is driv-
ing the medical sausage machine 
faster. Four years of restrictions on 
Provider Numbers means there is 
now a shortage of doctors.

GPs are tired of facing over-
crowded waiting rooms every day 
and the fact that there is no one to 
replace them even for a short holi-
day – much less find a long term 
assistant or another doctor to join a 
medical practice.

Waiting rooms are becoming 
more crowded and many doctors are 
refusing to make house calls or visit 
nursing homes — or even to give 
simple test results over the phone.

As more GP’s stop bulk billing 
things only get worse. The pressure 
increases on the remainder and the 
log-jam has now spilled over into 
the Accident & Emergency rooms of 
the Public Hospitals.

The Federal Government con-
tinues to deny widespread GP 
shortages across Australia but the 
Federal Health Department’s most 
recent Better Health Outcomes 
quarterly publication admits that, 
of the 150 outer metropolitan areas 
of the six capital cities “70 percent 
would be classified as experienc-
ing workforce shortages in 2003 
and would consequently be eligible 
for the new workforce strategy”, 
commencing in January. 

The situation has become par-
ticularly parlous for those at the end 
of the bulk billing queue — nursing 
home residents and people needing 
care in the home. 

Elderly frail people with chronic 
pain or suffering from poor circula-
tion and worn out joints — most on 
a cocktail of medications which can 
prove toxic without thoughtful and 
regular medical supervision — wait 
for a GP who may never come or 
who turns up only to write up the 
repeat prescriptions.

Most of these elderly patients can 
end up in expensive hospital beds 
— very quickly and fairly often. 
Senseless cutbacks to Medicare are 
causing the health system mind bog-
gling expense. And they may be the 
lucky ones.

Bulk billing is important for 
patients and no less for the middle 
classes. People value it. For most 
Australians bulk billing is Medicare. 
If bulk billing goes — even if it 
remains only for pensioners and 
card holders — then Medicare is fin-
ished and it will quickly be followed 
by the loss of the Pharmaceutical 
Benefits System (PBS).

But even before the demise of 
Medicare the federal government 
has created a two-tier health sys-
tem. The rich who are willing to pay 
a bonus to the doctor become first 
class patients in Howard’s Medicare 
— they get appointments and time 
with the doctor. Those who insist 
on their right to bulk billing are 
regarded as second class and may 
end up with “turnstile medicine”. 

Bulk billing for everyone
The leader of the AMA, Kerryn 

Phelps is a talented and capable per-
former and one of the best represen-
tatives doctors have had for a long 
while. But I find it difficult to compre-
hend her description of bulk billing as 
“middle class welfare”. It is a wrong 
notion and it must be challenged. 

Corporate Medical Centres also 
view bulk billing as a “safety net” 
for patients who cannot afford pri-

vate care. They are encouraging 
doctors to increase their incomes 
by moving away from bulk billing. 
(Surely Corporate Centres — with 
their ability to concentrate prof-
its from Medicare bulk billing — 
should be expected to return some 
of this money via more prevention 
and health education services pro-
vided by nurses and health work-
ers in their waiting rooms as well as 
providing community care.)

Even politicians in the Labor 
Party talk about saving bulk billing 
“in poor areas or for elderly patients 
and card holders”. (They talk about 
bulk billing by postcode.) How high 
an apartheid type fence will we need 
to build around these bulk billing 
enclaves to stop the desperate mid-
dle classes from getting their bulk 
billing? 

Really we have to give it a lot 
of thought. Medicare and bulk bill-

ing, just as the PBS, has always been 
about universal cover. Take out the 
middle class (and the wealthy) and 
funding for the whole system col-
lapses. The beauty of Medicare and 
the PBS, is that they are essentially 
funded by everyone — including the 
middle class — and everyone should 
benefit. 

In the USA, where there is no 
universal Medicare, the average 
patient suffering from heart dis-
ease and diabetes now pays around 
$1,000 per month just for their med-
ications!

While the federal government 
continues to shilly-shally on a pack-
age of support for bulk billing, it is 
the sick and the elderly at the end of 
lengthening bulk billing queues who 
are paying the price.

A package of support 
for bulk billing

Urgent measures are needed to 
support bulk billing — an increase 
in the Medicare rebate (to match 
the Schedule fee) and a one off 
annual payment to those practices 
which continue to bulk bill their 
patients. 

More innovative would be sub-
sidies towards the provision of 
nurses in bulk billing practices.

Why should patients wait-
ing for two hours to see a doctor 
not have the opportunity to have 
health screening, health promo-
tion or preventive care while they 
wait? Why aren’t nurses available 
to work with doctors and patients 

in general practice — other than in 
trauma rooms?

The government could also pay 
the increase in medical indem-
nity insurance premiums for bulk 
billing doctors and give priority 
to bulk billing medical practices 
for placement of GP registrars. 
Higher medical indemnity insurance 
premiums will only be passed on to 
the patients through less bulk billing 
by even more practices.

If the AMA and the government 
are really concerned about so called 
“middle class welfare” then they 
should immediately scrap the $2.8 
billion taxpayer subsidy to the pri-
vate health insurance industry. By 
this means the above measures to 
support bulk billing could be imple-
mented without the need to raise 
taxes or increase the Medicare Levy. 

There would still be enough 
money left over to increase Aged 
Care funding, introduce a proper 
National Dental Scheme to provide 
affordable dental care for all needy 
Australians and to improve our 
aging public hospitals! 

Furthermore, there would be 
tremendous long term savings to 
the health system by re-organising 
around better funded and team based 
primary care.

The young woman with the nau-
sea eventually found proper care — 
but she ended up losing her baby. 
The frail and elderly at the end of the 
queue are often even less fortunate.

Dr Costa is the National 
Vice-President of the
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She came in complaining of nausea. She said she had been to the 
24-hour Medical Centre on the Sunday and “had waited with a 
hundred other people”. At the end of a two-hour wait she was 
given a prescription for Stemetil -- a tablet used for symptoms 
of nausea.


